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Faster internet may be on the Rise for 2023
BY jEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & editor

Gatesville residents having to settle for 
slower than optimal internet speeds could be 
a thing of the past in 2023, as a new internet 
provider plans to bring state-of-the-art fiber 
optic service to the community starting next 
spring.

Representatives of Rise Broadband, which 
is based in Colorado but already serves some 
areas of Texas, have told city leaders that 
the company will offer fiber internet service 

throughout the community. Fiber is generally 
reported to be much faster and more reliable 
than other internet options.

“City staff met with Rise and they plan to 
bring fiber to 3,400 homes in Gatesville in 
the spring of 2023,” said City Manager Bill 
Parry. “They will do this at no cost to the city. 
They believe their return on investment jus-
tices their coming here.”

Parry has had discussions with some in-
ternet providers in the past about bringing 
higher speed internet options to Gatesville, 
but those other providers wanted the city to 

foot much of the bill for installing infrastruc-
ture.

“I talked to the city administrator of Fer-
ris, Texas and the mayor of East Bernard and 
they were both very complimentary of Rise,” 
Parry said. “Rise came in and under-prom-
ised and over-delivered, and they were very 
happy with the service.”

Ferris, located in North Texas, has a popu-
lation of just under 3,000 people while East 
Bernard, located in South Texas has about 
2,300 residents.

Brightspeed internet services, which re-

cently took over for CenturyLink in Gates-
ville, told Parry they also plan to bring faster 
internet service to the community “in the 
next five years” but Parry said Brightspeed’s 
installation of infrastructure to increase in-
ternet speeds “would require an 80% county 
match.”

The highest tier of service for residential 
customers receiving Rise would deliver 1 gi-
gabyte for $100 per month, while 60 mega-
bytes would cost $60 per month.

Student achievement, work ethic recognized

TALENTED 
TRIO: From 
left, GISD Su-
perintendent 
Barrett Pollard 
stands with 
freshman Jas-
tin Muegge, 
sophomore 
Vania Marti-
nez, senior 
Carlo Marinez 
and Gatesville 
High School 
Principal Marie 
Barrows dur-
ing the Nov. 14 
school board 
meeting. The 
three students 
were recog-
nized for their 
work ethic and 
activities fol-
lowing their 
participation 
in the state 
cross county 
meet.
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Trio participates in college visit, regional quarterfinal volleyball game & NY Marathon event
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior writer & editor

Excellence is not just something 
Carlo Martinez, Vania Martinez 
and Jastin Muegge display when 
competing in cross country, it’s 
a work ethic and dedication that 
propels them in other areas as 
well.

That was the message shared 
during a recent school board 

meeting by Gatesville Indepen-
dent School District Superinten-
dent Barrett Pollard, who rec-
ognized the students for their 
achievements outside the realm of 
cross country.

“We want to recognize them not 
just for what they’ve done in cross 
country, but beyond that season 
as well,” Pollard said.

After winning second place in 
the state in the University Inter-

scholastic League Class 4A state 
cross country meet, Carlo, a se-
nior, took a college visit before 
deciding to commit to take his tal-
ents to the University of Louisi-
ana-Monroe.

In that same meet, Vania, a 
sophomore, finished 12th in the 
girls division, and despite rolling 
her ankle, she was on the court 
that same evening for the Hornet 
volleyball team’s regional quarter-

final contest against Lago Vista, 
the team’s deepest playoff run 
since 2012.

Jastin, who is just a freshman, 
finished 90th out of 150 of the 
state’s top cross country runners 
and then traveled to New York to 
participate in one of the New York 
Marathon’s events, running 3.2 
miles there.

“After working hard and run-
ning in the cross country meet, 

each of them participated in 
other events, and that shows a 
lot of dedication and the type of 
students they are,” Pollard said. 
“They have a great work ethic that 
you don’t see very often.

“We’ll miss Carlo but we’re glad 
we will have Vania and Jastin back 
for a few years. We are so proud of 
these students and look forward 
to watching them run collegiately 
and at GHS next year.” 

County considers new phone system Celebrating a Special Season
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A look back at the Gatesville High School football playoff in photos, Page 12.

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior writer & editor

The Coryell County Commission-
ers Court considered a presenta-
tion for new phone service by rep-
resentatives of Vested Networks 
and decided to wait until the Nov. 
22 meeting to make a decision.

Debbie Baecht, a new account 
specialist with Vested, told com-
missioners that the company’s hall-
mark is superior customer service.

“We can save you some money, 
but the number one thing we have 
is customer service,” she said. 
“That is why this company was 
founded.”

She said Evan Huff, the founder 
and chief executive officer of Vest-

ed Networks, previously worked 
for another company and was un-
happy with the customer service it 
provided, prompting him to start 
a different company that would be 
more responsive.

“I also started this with the idea 
that phones should not be com-
plicated,” Huff said. “It shouldn’t 
take three or four weeks (to resolve 
issues). Most problems we see, we 
can get fixed within hours.

“If your phones are not work-
ing and not functioning like they 
should, you can’t get done what 
you need to do.”

Among the areas already served 
by Vested are Limestone, Fannin, 
Jack, Franklin and McMullen coun-
ties. Vested also provides phone 

service for 40-50 central appraisal 
districts statewide, including the 
Coryell County Central Appraisal 
District.

“That’s somebody right here in 
your backyard,” Huff said.

Asked about the speed of the 
service, he said it takes 20 milli-
seconds to communicate between 
Denver, Colorado and the compa-
ny’s hub in Richardson, Texas.

Slower than optimum internet 
speeds are one concern raised by 
the commissioners court.

“Everyone recognizes how chal-
lenged we are with bandwidth in 
this county,” said Commissioner 
Scott Weddle.
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by 10am Friday for the Wednesday 
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Saturday issue. 

Articles about events that have 
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will be accepted as paid advertise-
ments. 

All articles and advertisments 
must meet our standards and 

newspaper format as determined by 
management.

The Gatesville Messenger  
is not responsible for copy  
omission, typographical error or any 
unintentional error other than to 
publish a correction.

Schedule a tour today! (254) 248-6293 

CoryellHealth.org/Independent-Living-Oaks

Hold on to your 

independence while taking  

advantage of convenience. 

COMFORTABLE. SAFE. YOURS.

Independent Living
at the Oaks

Rise is also a participant in the 
federal Affordable Connectivity 
Program which offers discounted 
services to qualifying low-income 
families. Parry said that would re-
duce the cost of a qualifying house-
hold’s bill by about $30 per month.

“I think it’s a game-changer in 
Gatesville and he (the Rise repre-
sentative) seemed enthusiastic 
about coming to Gatesville,” Parry 
said.

Mayor Gary Chumley said the 
Rise representative “was very sin-

cere and his credibility is good. He 
said he comes from a small town 
and understands the problem with 
a lack of high speed internet.”

Parry said most of the infrastruc-
ture required to bring fiber-option 
internet to Gatesville would be 
“behind the curb and the only thing 
affected potentially would be wa-
ter and sewer (lines). They set up a 
listserve and if there is an issue it is 
resolved by the end of the week.”

Parry noted the city had prob-
lems when another company, T-Mo-
bile, installed internet infrastruc-
ture “and they kept running into 
our waterlines.”

Based on his communication with 

other community leaders, Parry 
said he is encouraged that Rise will 
be a good company to work with.

“In talking to other cities, every-
thing sounds like it is done right 
(by Rise),” he said.

Parry said Rise will soon start 
promoting its services in the area.

“Obviously they won’t get 100% 
saturation but if they get a higher 
percentage of saturation, it makes 
their business profile better,” Parry 
said.

Chumley said Rise has already 
begun exploring the installation 
process for Gatesville.

“They’ve basically already done 
some preliminary engineering,” he 

said.
CNET, an American media web-

site that focuses on technology and 
consumer electronics, published an 
article earlier this year that called 
Rise “a decent option for rural in-
ternet.”

However, that article was regard-
ing other services offered and not 
the higher speed fiber-optic op-
tion. The CNET article did note that 
“Rise Broadband does have a small 
but growing fiber presence capable 
of delivering gig speeds.”

In addition to Ferris and East Ber-
nard, CNET says Rise also offers fi-
ber service in Wallis, a South Texas 
community of about 1,300 people.

CNET lists the starting monthly 
prices for fiber internet as $60 for 
100 megabytes per second (mbps) 
download speed, $70 for 250 mbps 
and $100 for 1,000 mbps.

According to CNET; “Turning to 
the Better Business Bureau, Rise 
Broadband has held an A-plus rat-
ing since 2015. Overall, the number 
of filed complaints is relatively 
low, with less than 60 over the last 
12 months. Additionally, over 350 
Rise Broadband customers who left 
a review gave the provider an aver-
age of 3.78 out of 5 stars, which is 
exceptionally high among internet 
service providers.”

RISE
FROM PAGE A1

Huff said his company communicates regu-
larly with information technology specialists 
and explains how VOIP (Voice over Internet 
Protocol) service works.

“A lot of IT guys don’t understand VOIP,” 
he said. “In one area, they put up a firewall 
and the audio was garbled because the qual-
ity of service was not set correctly,” he said. 
“We actually go to bat for you on the ISP (in-
ternet service provider) side.”

County Judge Roger Miller said phone ser-
vice has traditionally been spotty for county 
offices.

“Outside of the fact that it is a considerable 
cost savings, we historically have had phone 
service issues,” Miller said. “We are not on 
the same system at the courthouse as some 
of the offices. This would be a better oppor-
tunity to provide connectivity and we won’t 
have to tell callers to hang up and call a dif-

ferent number. I believe this is a worthwhile 
investment.”

Commissioner Ryan Basham said he is 
aware that county employees are experienc-
ing problems with the current phone system.

“I agree we need a different phone system,” 
Commissioner Kyle Matthews said. “How-
ever, I just got this info (about Vested Net-
works) today and don’t have enough to make 
an educated vote. I suggest tabling it until the 
November 22 meeting.”

Huff said Vested will be ready to respond 
when a decision is made.

“We’ll be here – no worries and no rush,” 
he said.

Miller asked the timeline for installation if 
the court approved selecting Vested Net-
works at the Nov. 22 meeting.

“Would you be able to start the 28th (of No-
vember)?” he asked.

“That’s the assumption,” Huff said. “We 
just won a bid for Bandera County so they’re 
right ahead of you.”

COUNTY
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In God We Trust posters presented to Gatesville ISD

JEFF OSBORNE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Top left, Lynn Parks, pastor of Eastwood Baptist Church and Bill Trotter, pastor of The House That God 
Built, presented posters to be placed at each Gatesville Independent School District campus. The post-
ers were donated by a group of local churches, businesses and community members so that each school 
could have a copy of the national motto displayed. Top right, GISD Superintendent Barrett Pollard, 
Gatesville Intermediate School Bridget Register, Gatesville High School Principal Marie Barrows, Gates-
ville Junior High Principal Susan Penrod and Gatesville Primary School Principal Mashara Streater hold 
framed posters that will be displayed at each GISD campus.

Light display open at Lake Belton
FORT HOOD – Nature in Lights is open to 

the public at the Belton Lake Outdoor Recre-
ation Area, and for the first time, the Direc-
torate of Family Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation is hosting a food drive in conjunction 
with the popular holiday display.

Lisa Lorenz-Bass, program coordinator for 
the Fort Hood Outdoor Recreation Depart-
ment, has been involved in all 26 years of 
Nature in Lights and is happy to welcome 
visitors to enjoy the five-and-a-half mile long 
display.

“One hundred-forty-three displays line the 
five-and-a-half mile route of lights, wrapping 
the park with a seemingly endless ribbon 
of holiday cheer,” Lorenz-Bass said. “Plus, 
displays illuminate and decorate the rid-
ing arena at BLORA Ranch and architectural 
and foliage lighting sparkles throughout the 
park.”

A spectacle as large as Nature in Lights re-
quires tons of planning.

“Currently, designs for three years out are 
being planned and are in various stages of 
development. Specific themes, displays and 
route order are determined the December 
prior to the season they are used. Displays 
for the current season are built in-house 
and or refurbished and re-lamped Janu-
ary through April by BLORA’s very talented 
maintenance crew,” Lorenz-Bass explained. 

“Set-up begins early August, and the route 
continues being tweaked and fine-tuned until 
opening day. Displays are maintained nightly 
when Nature in Lights is open to ensure an 
optimum experience for all guests.”

There are various sections with different 
themes throughout the route, including the 
newest area called “Winter Whimsy.”

“New this season is a ‘Winter Whimsy’ 
theme, featuring a new computer-animated 
arch welcoming guests to view new displays 
in this winter wonderland, including ‘Fur-
ry Fox,’ ‘Sushi Anyone?,’ ‘Racing Reindeer,’ 
‘Sledding Mouse’ and many more whimsical 
winter critters and characters,” Lorenz-Bass 
said. “The teamwork for putting on this show 
is an intricate collaboration of staff striving 
to balance the massive task of just getting it 
done on time (while also) making it special. 
The staff works tirelessly to ensure the event 
shines brightly opening night and reflects 
the true joy of the season throughout the du-
ration of the seven-week program.”

Nearly 30,000 vehicles drive through the 
Nature in Lights display each year. Craig said 
this is a great opportunity for Fort Hood to 
give back to the communities that support 
the Great Place throughout the year.

More information about the light display is 
available on the Fort Hood website and Face-
book page.
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The Gatesville Messenger 
will be once again publish-
ing local children’s letters 
to Santa Claus in a special 
holiday issue of the paper.

Children through the 
third grade may submit a 
letter for publication.

Local schools have been 
contacted and should either 
send a form home for your 
child to complete at home 
or complete in class.

If your child does not at-

Volunteers from local 
churches have been busy 
packing shoeboxes of gifts 
for shipment to children 
throughout the world for the 
annual Operation Christmas 
Child collection week. 

Operation Christmas 
Child, a faith-based proj-
ect of Samaritan’s Purse, 
has the mission to “provide 
God’s love in a triangle way 
to children in need around 
the world” and to “share the 
good news of Jesus Christ.” 

In summer 1993, Sa-
maritan’s Purse President 
Franklin Graham received a 
call from a man in England 
asking if he’d be willing to 
fill shoeboxes with gifts for 
children in war-torn Bosnia. 
Graham agreed. Every year 
since, Samaritan’s Purse has 
collected shoebox gifts filled 
with toys, school supplies 
and hygiene items for chil-
dren around the world. 

Each November, volun-
teers fill shoeboxes then 
deliver them to the local col-
lection point for travel to a 
processing center. Coryell 
Community Church is the 
local collection point for the 
Gatesville area. All week, 
volunteers at CCC have been 
collecting boxes from area 
churches and community 
members and preparing 
those boxes for worldwide 
distribution. 

The project is an enor-
mous undertaking and re-
lies heavily on a network of 
volunteers in communities 

WE NEED A HOME! CALL 254-865-2226 FOR INFO.

Gober PostGober Post
Frame Buildings

With 4” Concrete, Fully Insulated, 
1- Commercial Overhead Door, 

1 Entry Door, #1 29 Ga. 40yr. Painted 
Metal, Built on your level site. 

 Additional Sizes Available, Mileage 
or Higher Concrete Prices May Apply.

Protect Your Home and Property!!
Make Sure Your Contractor is Following the Law. 

Ask For General Liability and Works Comp. Insurancewww.goberconstruction.com

•Shops •Garages •Houses •Agriculture •Commercial

405-595-0770
30’x40’x10’..$20,400   
30’x40’x12’..$22,600   
30’x50’x10’..$24,600   
30’x50’x12’..$26,700

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . 
NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is  assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For 
Appointment

Walk-ins 
Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995
Jed Gribble
Owner

Jed Gribble Sand & Gravel

Jednheather@aol.com  P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528

The Gatesville Messen-
ger’s office will be closed 
Thursday, Nov. 24 and Fri-
day, Nov. 25 for Thanksgiv-
ing.

Those wishing to submit 
news or advertising will 
need to do so earlier than 
normal due to an early print-
ing schedule. 

The deadline for the 
Wednesday, Nov. 30 issue 
will be 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
Nov. 23. The Messenger will 

Messenger has early 
deadlines due to
Thanksgiving holiday

return to a normal dead-
line schedule the following 
week.

The Messenger staff re-
minds readers that early 
deadlines will also be nec-
essary around the Christ-
mas and New Year holidays. 
Deadlines will be announced 
as we approach those holi-
days.

For questions or submis-
sion, please call 254-865-
5212 ext. 305.

Letters to Santa due 
at Messenger Dec. 2

tend school, you may drop 
off the letter at The Gates-
ville Messenger office lo-
cated at 116 S. 6th Street on 
the courthouse square. 

Deadline for submission 
is Dec. 2. Letters turned in 
after deadline will not be 
published. 

After The Messenger is 
finished with the letters, 
they will be forwarded to 
the North Pole.

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

The best elixir in life is seeing an old friend

around the country. 

HOW TO PACK YOUR SHOE-
BOX: 

• Start with an average-
size cardboard or plastic 
shoebox. If you want to 
wrap it, cover the box and 
lid separately. 

• Use a label to indicate 
whether your shoebox is 
packed for a boy or girl, and 
which age category. Age cat-
egories include: 2-4, 5-9, or 
10-14. 

• Select a medium to 
large “wow” item, such as 
a soccer ball or a stuffed 
animal. Then fill with other 
small toys, hygiene items 
and school supplies. Do not 
forget to also include a per-
sonal note or photo. 

Although Monday, Nov. 
21, is the deadline to deliver 
shoeboxes, individuals may 
also visit the Samaritan’s 
Purse website to build a 
shoebox. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD DROP OFF TIMES ARE 
LISTED BELOW: 

Saturday, Nov. 19: 1 p.m.- 
3 p.m. 

Sunday, Nov. 20: 9 a.m.- 
11 a.m. 

Monday, Nov. 21: 9 a.m.- 
11 a.m. 

 
For more information on 

Operation Christmas Child 
contact the Coryell Com-
munity Church at 254-248-
0849. 

Monday is last day 
to turn in shoebox 
gifts for Operation 
Christmas Child

SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is a newspaper 
publisher, an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and 
entertainment producer/pro-
moter.

Sometimes I try to imagine 
the days gone by when the 
world did not move so fast. 
A time where our society was 
not quite so mobile. 

Many folks reside in the 
same place where they grew 
up and they maintain their 
childhood relationships for 
years and years. There is 
something, almost sacred, 
about having a friend who 
has known you from the time 
you were very little until the 
time you are old and gray. 
The many years of interac-
tion creates a special bond 
that cements the friendship 

and makes it deeper and 
more satisfying than a casual 
acquaintance.

I knew of four men who 
lived in a small town in Okla-
homa. One was a banker, an-
other a mortician, one a doc-
tor and the remaining man 
owned the peanut process-
ing facility. All the four had 
done business on Main Street 
in that small town for over 
50 years. They had served 
together on school boards, 
city councils, been officers in 
Rotary and Lions clubs, and 
been active in their church-
es. Heck, the four families 
played cards together every 
Thursday night for more 
than 50 years with very few 
cancelations or missed ap-
pearances.

They knew each other like 
the back of their hand. They 
understood and appreci-
ated each other’s faults and 
accomplishments. These 
men respected each other, 
and most importantly, truly 
loved one another. I am not 
saying there was never a 
disagreement or a squabble, 
because I am sure there was, 
but they never let some mi-
nor issue or miniscule event 
alter their relationship. They 
were true to each other and 
as certain as taxes. They all 
passed on but are buried in 
the same cemetery where 

their families have adjoin-
ing gravesites. I think when 
the four passed, the town 
and the world lost a great 
example of friendship and 
commitment.

I left home when I was 17 
and never lived in my home-
town again. I have been tran-
sient in my life, having lived 
in a multitude of states and 
cities. I think this is much 
more common now than it 
was 50 years ago. People 
change locations for job op-
portunities, climate condi-
tions, or simply because they 
like the lifestyle in a differ-
ent locale. They make new 
friends, and while they keep 
in touch with the old, it is 
never quite the same as “liv-
ing their lives” together.

This past week I attended 
the visitation for the depart-
ed mother of one of our em-
ployees. I thought it was im-
portant to show my respects 
and support my colleague.  
Upon my arrival and while 
shaking hands with family 
members, I heard a voice be-
hind me and knew instantly 
it was my friend Phillip who I 
had not seen in two or three 
years. Everyone loves Phillip 
because he is good looking, 
funny, talented and person-
able. Originally, we met when 
I was promoting Murder 
Mystery Dinner Theaters 

and Phillip was one of the ac-
tors. We worked together on 
quite a few shows over the 
years, until COVID shut us all 
down. I had not seen Phillip 
since that time.

When I saw Phillip’s face, I 
hugged him so hard I could 
have injured him. We smiled, 
laughed, and told stories 
on each other. It turns out 
he is the first cousin of the 
colleague who had lost his 
mother! What a coincidence!

When it was time to leave, 
we hugged again and prom-
ised to stay in touch. Our 
lives will never be as inter-
twined as they once were, 
which is sad. Our lives have 
taken us down different 
trails and we do not inter-
sect like we once did. I miss 
my friend. I miss seeing his 
talents played out on stage, 
and the fun we have simply 
sitting around and “shoot-
ing the breeze.” I appreciate 
how much I miss him, and I 
regret we will never have the 
same relationship as when 
we worked together. Life 
goes on, but the past is never 
far behind.

Thought for the day. A 
cowboy never steps into the 
same stream twice.

Until next time.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-
573-7066, ext. 260

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

Just a little more time.
Two months, six months, 

a year, two. When your fur 
baby is ailing, all you ask for 
is time together – not to do 
all those things you didn’t 
do, but to do things again. 
Whatever it takes, you’ll pay 
what you can afford and step 
on the imaginary brakes. 
In the new book, “Sit, Stay, 
Heal.” by Dr. Renee Alsarraf, 
the doctor completely under-
stands what you’re feeling.

You almost need to ask 
how she does it.

BOOK REVIEW

Comfort and hope for people and pets with 
cancer

You wouldn’t be alone: 
every day at her clinic, vet-
erinary oncologist Renee 
Alsarraf treats pets with can-
cer. She sees the effects the 
disease has on dogs and cats, 
and she knows there can be 
good outcomes because pets 
don’t handle chemotherapy 
or radiation like people do.

She knows that because 
Alsarraf survived a bout with 
cancer herself.

There was supposed to 
have been an Independence 
Day celebration the day af-
ter Alsarraf learned of her 
diagnosis but the party was 
canceled and she regrets that 
now. She fretted about los-
ing her hair, not wanting to 
“look like a C-word patient.” 
She learned that there was no 
shame in leaning on her hus-
band, their son or friends.

Dogs, especially, don’t 
worry about any of those 
things. They bounce back in 
amazing ways from chemo-
therapy; and in some cases 

they respond with 
puppy-like vigor. 
They often don’t 
lose their hair or 
get mouth-sores or 
endure the annoy-
ances that humans 
get from cancer 
treatments. Some-
times, the only 
treatment required 
for a dog is a pill 
to stave off the 
disease for a little 
more time. 

Radiation has 
its risks but dogs 
don’t care, as long 
as they’re loved 
as much as was 
the chubby cocker 
spaniel service 
dog, as much as 
the K-9 hound, as 
much as the beagle 
whose owner was 
dying, as much as 
the retriever, or the 
‘doodle with a pain-
ful shoulder.’

As long as they are loved as 
much as Alsarraf’s own boxer, 
who was diagnosed with can-
cer in the middle of her treat-
ment for “the C-word.”

Here’s the big surprise: “Sit, 
Stay, Heal” is not a book filled 
with sadness and pain. It’s not 
going to make you cry (much), 
and it’s not full of pink T-
shirts.

This is a story filled with 
hope.

That’s an odd thing to say 
about a book in which out-
comes are often exactly what 
you think they’ll be, but it’s 
true. Author Renee Alsarraf 
lends grace and optimism to 
the agony that her pet-parent 
clients feel, and that comes 

early and strong. It’s not 
misplaced; because it’s very 
relieving to read how animals 
respond to cancer treatment, 
and there’s great comfort 
here for dog lovers whose 
pups have recently received a 
diagnosis.  

The comfort extends some-
what to humans with the dis-
ease, too, although Alsarraf 
makes her “C-word” a sec-
ondary character, with the 
focus on four legs.

Bring a few tissues when 
you read this book but be 
prepared not to use them. 
Instead, be ready to see the 
hope inside “Sit, Stay, Heal.” 
Absolutely, this book is 
worth the time.
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“Sit, Stay, Heal: What Dogs Can Teach Us 
about Living Well” by Dr. Renee Alsarraf
c.2022, HarperOne, $27.99, 256 pages
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ROBYN DAVIS

The story of Stephen Jack-
son is told by his great-great-
grandson, Robyn Davis. 
Robyn is a member and presi-
dent of the Erastus “Deaf” 
Smith Chapter of The Sons of 
the Republic of Texas in Pasa-
dena. Robyn serves the SRT as 
the San Jacinto district repre-
sentative, and as a committee-
man on the Texian Navy Day 
and Logo committees.

My name is Stephen Jack-
son. I was born in South Caro-
lina on July 12, 1803, to Dru 
Jackson and Nancy Mayfield 
Jackson. I was one of nine 
children. In 1831, I emigrated 
to Texas and shortly there-
after I met Susan Choate. It 
has also been said that I was 
the first white man to have 
settled in the area that is now 
known as Harding County.

I was initially given a labor 
of land, 177 acres, to start a 
farm. I would also ranch and 
run cattle on Susan’s father’s 
ranch. His name was David 
Choate Sr.

On June 10, 1835, Mexico 
granted me one league and a 
labor, which was 4,605 acres. 
That land was located north-
west of Sabine Prairie, about 
eight miles northwest of Pine 
Island creek (bayou). It was 
later filed in Jefferson County 
on Nov. 12, 1838, by George 
Nixon, the land commission-
er for Empresario Lorenzo De 
Zavalla. By that time, I was an 
established rancher. 

On my property there were 
seven springs flowing into a 
small lake. Legend has it that 
the Indians claimed the lake 
to have great healing pow-
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STEPHEN JACKSON: This historical marker for Stephen Jackson is located in Hardin County, northwest 
of Beaumont.

LEGACY COMES TO LIFE

Stephen Jackson: rancher, farmer, soldier
ers. I discovered the lake 
when herding some ponies 
to pasture. The horses shied 
away from the water, but I 
was thirsty enough to drink 
anything, so I bent down and 
took a big drink. The minute 
I tasted the water, I shouted 
out, “I have been poisoned!” 
I did not get sick but surpris-
ingly felt refreshed. At that 
point, I believed that the lake 
had some medicinal and heal-
ing properties just like the 
Indians claimed. Sour Lake 
Springs later became known 
as Sour Lake.

On March 4, 1836, while I 
was clearing my land, a rider 
came racing up with urgent 
news. He was yelling that 
help was needed in San Anto-
nio. Turns out that his name 
was Joseph Dunman, and he 
had a copy of a letter from 
Colonel William B. Travis. It 
was Travis’ last appeal, which 
was also known as the “Victo-
ry or Death Letter.” The letter 
was a call to arms to relieve 
the men at the Alamo. 

I told Susan and her broth-
er David Choate Jr. about 
the call for help. David and I 
decided that we were going 
to join the cause and help 
relieve the men at the Alamo. 
I told Susan that I would be 
home directly and not to wor-
ry. She was scared for me to 
go but she did not complain.

David and I joined the Lib-
erty Volunteers commanded 
by Captain William Logan on 
March 6, 1836, to relieve the 
men at the Alamo. We made 
it as far as the Colorado River 
when we met soldiers from 
Gonzalez commanded by 
General Sam Houston. They 
had learned from General 

Houston that Deaf Smith had 
found a woman named Su-
sannah Dickerson, and she 
reported that the Alamo had 
fallen and all had perished. 

I was furloughed for eight 
days, beginning April 18, 
1836 to help Susan and the 
kids get started to Louisiana. 
A lot of folks were fleeing 
the Mexican army; this be-
came known as the Runaway 
Scrape. On my way home, I 
came across a man named 
William Fairfax Gray. I of-
fered Gray a place to stay for 
the night. That evening, Gray 
could tell Susan was quite 
perturbed about men fleeing 
with the women and children 
instead of fighting for Texas 
independence. I returned 
to the Texian Army to help 
General Sam win the war and 
found out I missed the Battle 
of San Jacinto by three days.

Susan and I could not be le-
gally married under Mexican 
Law unless a Catholic priest 
performed the ceremony. We 
finally got married on Oct. 
16, 1838, in Jefferson County 
and we already had five chil-
dren. Our marriage was the 
23rd recorded in Jefferson 
County.

On May 10, 1848, I sold 
1,000 acres known as “Sour 
Lake” to Colonel Landy Lind-
sey, who developed a spa. In 
the early 1860s, General Sam 
Houston would visit the spa 
in hopes that “great healing 
powers” of Sour Lake would 
heal his old wounds. 

Stephen Jackson passed 
away on Sept. 10,1860, at the 
age of 57. He is buried in the 
Jackson family cemetery near 
the town of Sour Lake. 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture has started 
mailing ballots for the Farm 
Service Agency county com-
mittee elections to eligi-
ble farmers and ranchers 
across the country. To be 
counted, ballots must be re-
turned to the Coryell Coun-
ty FSA office or postmarked 
by Dec. 5, 2022.

“FSA county committee 
members provide valuable 
knowledge and judgment as 
decisions are made about 
the services we provide, in-
cluding disaster and safety-
net programs,” said Trey 
Stoneham, acting county ex-
ecutive director for Coryell 
County. “Please take a few 
minutes to review your bal-
lot and make your selection 
prior to the Dec. 5 dead-
line.”

Each committee has from 
three to 11 elected mem-
bers who serve three-year 
terms of office, and at least 
one seat is up for election 
each year for a certain Local 
Administrative Area. Newly 
elected committee mem-
bers will take office Jan. 1, 
2022. Coryell County com-

Coryell County farmers and 
ranchers reminded committee 
election ballots due by Dec. 5

mittee members help FSA 
make important decisions 
on its commodity sup-
port programs, conserva-
tion programs, indemnity 
and disaster programs, and 
emergency programs and 
eligibility.

The nominees up for 
election in LAA 1, which 
includes Evant, Pearl, King, 
Slater, Pidcoke, Topsey and 
Copperas Cove, in Coryell 
County are Chris Littlefield 
and James Bart Koerth.

CHRIS LITTLEFIELD is nomi-
nated to serve as a commit-
tee member for a three-year 
term. Mrs. Littlefield resides 
in Copperas Cove and has 
produced beef cattle, Sudan 
grass, small grains and corn 
for 37 years.

She is currently an active 
member of the county com-
mittee and serves as chair-
person.

JAMES KOERTH has also 
been nominated to serve as 
a committee member for a 
three-year term. Mr. Koerth 
resides in Gatesville and has 
produced beef cattle, sheep 
and hay for over 20 years.

He is an active member of 

the Coryell County farming 
and ranching community.

Producers must partici-
pate or cooperate in an FSA 
program to be eligible to 
vote in the county commit-
tee election. A cooperat-
ing producer is someone 
who has provided informa-
tion about their farming or 
ranching operation but may 
not have applied or received 
FSA program benefits. Also, 
for county committee elec-
tions, producers who are 
not of legal voting age, but 
supervise and conduct the 
farming operations of an 
entire farm, are eligible to 
vote.

Producers can find out 
if their LAA is up for elec-
tion and if they are eligible 
to vote by contacting their 
local FSA county office. Eli-
gible voters who do not re-
ceive a ballot in the mail can 
request one from their local 
FSA county office. Visit fsa.
usda.gov/elections for more 
information. 

The DISPATCH

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Nov. 14

8:03 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 200 block 
of N. Lutterloh Avenue.

8:07 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2000 block of 
Waco Street.

1:40 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 1200 block of E. Main 
Street.

2:15 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
N. State Hwy. 36 Bypass.

7:59 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 1000 block of E. Leon 

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of November 14 – 15.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more signifi-
cant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-
7201.

Street.
Nov. 15

12:55 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
100 block of Elm Street.

2:13 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2000 
block of Waco Street.

1:19 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 
5000 block of CR 128.

3:17 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 300 block of Old Waco 
Road.

3:44 p.m., reckless con-
duct was reported in the 
600 block of E. Leon Street.

3:58 p.m., suspicious 

activity was reported in 
the 1400 block of W. Leon 
Street.

4:01 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 100 

block of CR 149.
7:17 p.m., a disturbance 

was reported in the 100 
block of Robert Evetts 
Drive.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Nov. 14

11:50 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 7800 block of S. Hwy. 
36.

12:55 p.m., a major ac-
cident was reported on E. 
Hwy. 84.

3:53 p.m., the burglary of 
a habitation was reported 

in the 400 block of CR 132.
4:10 p.m., a threat was re-

ported in the 200 block of 
Julia Drive.

6:55 p.m., a suspicious 
vehicle was reported at 
Burger King.

10:02 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
300 block of Cedar Ridge 
Road.
Nov. 15

6:56 a.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported on Main 
Street at Lovers Lane.

10:03 a.m., an animal 
complaint was reported in 
the 100 block of Spotted 
Fawn.

10:29 a.m., mail tamper-
ing was reported in the 
3800 block of CR 107.

3:10 p.m., a disturbance/
noise complaint was re-
ported on N. Hwy. 36 and 
CR 196.

3:57 p.m., shots being 
fired was reported in the 
1400 block of W. Leon 
Street.

4:01 p.m., a grass fire was 
reported on CR 149 and FM 
116.

4:09 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported on 
Mulberry Road.
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Fall Fest was recently celebrated at Mother Neff State Park in southeastern Coryell County. Park activities included guided hikes, scavenger hunts, a storybook trail and a visit by Smokey 
Bear from the Texas Forest Service. The Leon River Dutch Oven Gang was also on hand for demonstrations and handing out samples of their Dutch oven cooking. Courtesy photos.

Local businesses and offices to close 
for upcoming Thanksgiving holiday

Mother Neff State Park hosts Fall Festival

Business and governmen-
tal offices across Coryell 
County will join the rest of 
the nation in celebrating the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

In 1789, George Washing-
ton set aside a National Day 
of Thanks. 

Abraham Lincoln issued 
a proclamation calling for 
a federal Thanksgiving 
holiday in 1861, writing 
that the country’s gifts from 
God “should be solemnly, 
reverently and gratefully 
acknowledged as with one 
heart and one voice by the 
whole American people.” 

Closings in the immediate 
area include: 

GOVERNMENT 

The City of Gatesville, 
City of Oglesby, and Cory-
ell County Courthouse will 
be closed on Thursday, Nov. 
24. The City of Evant will be 
closed on Thursday, Nov. 
24 and will remain closed 
the following day on Friday, 
Nov. 25. 

The Farm Service Agency 
will be closed on Thursday, 
Nov. 24. 

SCHOOLS 

The Independent School 
Districts of Gatesville and 
Evant will be closed Mon-
day, Nov. 21 through Friday, 
Nov. 25. The Gatesville In-
dependent School District 
Administration Office will 
be closed on Thursday, Nov. 
24. The Jonesboro Indepen-

dent School District will be 
closed on Wednesday, Nov. 
23 through Friday, Nov. 
25. The Oglesby Indepen-
dent School District will be 
closed on Thursday, Nov. 24 
and Friday, Nov. 25. 

The Boys and Girls Club 
of Gatesville will be closed 
Thursday, Nov. 24. 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

Cadence and Extraco Bank 
will be closed on Thursday, 
Nov. 24 and will open the 
following day, Nov. 25. Edu-
cator’s Credit Union will be 
closed on Thursday, Nov. 24 
and will be open on Friday, 
Nov. 25 and Saturday, Nov. 
26. The First National Banks 
of Gatesville, Evant, and 
Oglesby will be closed on 

Thursday, Nov. 24 and will 
remain open on Friday, Nov. 
25 until 2 p.m. 

POST OFFICES 

All local post offices will 
be closed on Thursday, Nov. 
24, and no box service will 
be provided. 

LIBRARY 

The Gatesville Public Li-
brary will be closed Thurs-
day, Nov. 24, Friday, Nov. 25, 
and Saturday, Nov. 26. 

SENIOR CENTER 

The Gatesville Multi-Ser-
vice Center will be closed on 
Thursday, Nov. 24 and Fri-
day, Nov. 25. 

NEWSPAPER 

The Gatesville Messen-
ger will be closed Thursday, 
Nov. 24 and Friday, Nov. 25.
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in the office of the County Auditor until December 5, 2022, at 
9:00 a.m., at which time the bids will be opened by the County 

   Work trucks for the Coryell County Road and Bridge De
partment, to include between one and four trucks, Dodge or 

interior, vinyl or rubber floor covering, tow mirrors, tow pack
age, gooseneck ball, brake controls, automatic transmission, 

   Contact the County Auditor’s Office for any further informa

THE STATE OF TEXAS, COUNTY OF CORYELL

NOTICE TO BID: WORK TRUCKS FOR ROAD & 

BRIDGE DEPARTMENT

   Sealed bids addressed to the Coryell County Auditor, 800 E. 
Main St., Suite A, Gatesville, Texas 76528, will be accepted 
in the office of the County Auditor until December 5, 2022, at 
9:00 a.m., at which time the bids will be opened by the County 
Auditor, to deliver the following:
   Work trucks for the Coryell County Road and Bridge De-
partment, to include between one and four trucks, Dodge or 
Chevrolet, crew cab or double cab, single wheel, gasoline or 
diesel fueled, ¾ ton or 1 ton, 4 wheel drive, vinyl or cloth 
interior, vinyl or rubber floor covering, tow mirrors, tow pack-
age, gooseneck ball, brake controls, automatic transmission, 
A/M-F/M Radio, and Heat & A/C, to be available for pick up 
or delivery on or before February 1, 2023.
   Contact the County Auditor’s Office for any further informa-
tion.  The County reserves the right to accept or reject in whole 
or in part any or all bids.

Mail or bring your bid to:
Coryell County Auditor Ben Roberts
800 E. Main, Suite A, Gatesville, Texas 76528
(254) 865-5911 ext. 2223 (phone)     (254) 865-1355 (fax) 



be discharged as successfully 
as those duties were per-
formed. Old-timers will recall 
that during the five years that 
she coached the basketball 
team, Gatesville lost only two 
games. This use of a woman 
in an official position is also 
in keeping with the programs 
of the war department, for a 
WAAC company is soon to be 
quartered at Camp Hood.

For Sale: Good house 
and lot. Worth the money. 
$2,750.00. $1,000 cash. See 
Tom Freeman, The Realtor.

Corp. Bill Ament of Camp 
Sutton, North Carolina, is 
here visiting with his wife and 
mother.

Today playing at the Ritz 
Theatre, “International 
Squadron,” staring Ronald 
Reagan.

Coryell Museum is open 
Wednesday thru Saturday 
from 10 to 4. We have a 
wonderful gift shop, 24,000 
square feet of exhibit space 
and two rooms for rental. The 
Gilbreath Room and Cory-
ell Room can be rented for 
your group meeting or family 
reunion. Call us at 865-5007 
for rentals or for group tours 
during or after museum 
hours.

RECIPE
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20 YEARS AGO
(2002)

Doyle and Bettye Byford 
Johnson celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary with a 
reception at College Avenue 
Baptist Church in McGregor. 
They were married on Nov. 
26, 1952, by the Rev. Ed Laux.

Jennifer Claire Jund and 
Dustin Hugh Boyd exchanged 
wedding vows in a double 
ring ceremony at the First 
United Methodist Church.

Bradley Barnes was named 
the Gatesville High School 
Band “beau” and Tiffany Der-
rick was introduced as the 
sweetheart.

In All-Region choir, Gates-
ville High School choir mem-
ber named to the honor choir 
were Ryan Hutsell, Katie 
Webb and Whitney Evans.

Gatesville High School’s Ty 
Williams was described as 
“soaring to the hoop” during 
a winning basketball game 
over Lorena. Williams scored 
six points and pull down five 
rebounds to help Gatesville 
get the win.

Local bull rider Ricky Phil-
lips held on tight during the 
National Finals Rodeo held 
in Reno, Nevada. He not only 
claimed the world champi-
onship at the National Finals 
but dominated throughout 
the season. After winning the 
world championship, he an-
nounced his retirement after 
32 years in the sport.

30 YEARS AGO
(1992)

Jacksonville College stu-
dent, F. Jennings Smith of 
Flat, along with eighteen 
other students from the col-
lege were named to the latest 
edition of Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Junior 
Colleges.

Ruth Little was named as 
a hostess for a November 
meeting of the Woman’s Fo-
rum group. Ronnie Smathers 
presented the program which 
was entitled “Mother Russia 
and Georgia/Armenia.”

Dr. Shane Mills of the 
Gatesville Scott & White Clinic 
was the guest speaker at the 
Coryell County Chapter of 

JANN DWORSKY 
Coryell Museum Volunteer

Many issues of the Coryell 
County News are at our Co-
ryell Museum, and here are 
some excerpts from it.

October 2, 1942
The Public Relation Office 

at Hamilton Field, Califor-
nia, has notified us that Staff 
Sergeant Josiah C. Davidson 
Jr, son of Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Da-
vidson, has been appointed 
to the ordinance officer’s can-
didate school.

George D. Featherston, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Feath-
erston of this city, recently 
graduated from the officers 
candidate school at Camp 
Barkeley and was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant in 
the medical administrative 
corps.

Washington, Sept. 30 (UP) 
The Navy disclosed Wednes-
day night that the 8,378-ton 
naval transport George F. El-

This recipe appeared in 
the “Methodist Best” cook-
book in 2008. The Gatesville 
Messenger plans to run a 
series of recipes from their 
cookbook. If your church 
has a cookbook or if you 
would like to submit your 
own recipe of a favorite dish 
for possible publication, 
please email it to editor@
gatesvillemessenger.com.

KAREN’S CHICKEN 
SPAGHETTI
Anne Ramminger

1 chicken or 3-4 large 
chicken breasts

1 med. onion, chopped
1 bell pepper, chopped
1 cup chopped celery
1 stick of butter
1 cup original Rotel toma-

toes and green chiles
1 cup cream of mushroom 

soup

CORYELL MUSEUM 

Excerpts from the Coryell County News
liott, formerly the liner City 
of Los Angeles, and the trans-
port Gregory, a small aux-
iliary, have been lost in the 
battle of the Solomon Islands 
but with few casualties.

On Oct. 1, 2 and 3 from 
8:00 p.m., representatives 
of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation will conduct 
interviews with applicants 
in room 331 of the post of-
fice building in Waco, Texas. 
Anyone interested may call in 
person. The FBI has an urgent 
need for women employees 
to serve as assistants at the 
seat of government in Wash-
ington, D.C. Applications for 
these positions must be high 
school graduates and have 
attained the age of 18. Ap-
plicants must be capable of 
performing moderate physi-
cal exertion. Eyesight must be 
good and corrected to normal 
if glasses are worn. The sala-
ry is in grade CAF-2, at $1,444 
per annum.

Mrs. Mears was named 

manager at the 
Gatesville Cham-
ber of Commerce. 
Due to the scar-
city of manpower, 
the prevailing 
high wage scale 
and the limited 
budget of the 
Chamber of Com-
merce, the board 
of directors decid-
ed that it was im-
practical to hire a 
man as manager 
of the Chamber of 
Commerce. They 
decided to pro-
ceed with their 
recent setup and 
named Mrs. Mears 
as manager in 
order to give her 
more authority to 
conduct the work 
of the office.

The movement 
is in keeping with the pres-
ent war program of draft-
ing women to fill the places 

usually oc-
cupied by 
men. It is 
the second 
time in the 
life of Mrs. 
Mears that 
she has been 
drafted to 
fill a man’s 
place. Dur-
ing World 
War I when 
manpower 
became 
short, with-
out being of-
ficially given 
the title, she 
discharged 
all the du-
ties of the 
principal of 
the Gates-
ville High 
School. She 
was also the 
coach of the 
boys’ bas-
ketball, and 
it is to be 
hoped that 
her present 
duties will 
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Coryell Museum and Historical Center
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1970’s edition of the Coryell County News

A favorite recipe from the
‘Methodist Best’ cookbook

1 cup milk
1 cup grated Velveeta 

cheese
8 ounces spaghetti, un-

cooked
1 cup cream of chicken 

soup 
Green olives, optional
Boil chicken, cool, debone 

and cut into small pieces. 
Reserve broth. In large 
saucepan, sauté onion, bell 
pepper and celery in melted 
butter. 

Cook spaghetti in chicken 
broth. Add Rotel, soups, 
milk and Velveeta cheese 
to sautéed vegetables over 
medium to low heat until 
cheese has melted, and mix-
ture is warm. 

Stir in chicken. Add 
cooked spaghetti. 

Garnish with green olives 
and enjoy.
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Chicken spaghetti

the American Association of 
Retired Persons. His presen-
tation was on “Screening for 
Cancer.”

Joyce Bone, Lucile Plane, 
Lanelle Boone, Jerry Duncan, 
Ione Moore, Verna Smalley, 
Vennie Lee and Fay Zeigler 
were named duplicate bridge 
winners during a local tour-
nament.

Dr. Jay C. Riley, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Gates-
ville, was elected to serve 
on the board of trustees of 
the Texas Baptist Children’s 
Home. Serving on the board 
was considered to be a major 
position at the Baptist Gen-
eral Convention of Texas.

Sam and Evelyn Neel re-
ceived a certificate of com-
mendation from the National 
Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution in rec-
ognition of their exemplary 
patriotism in the display of 
the flag of the United States 
of America.

40 YEARS AGO
(1982)

The Gatesville City Coun-
cil was prepared to evacuate 
the council chambers when a 
skunk invaded the building 
and made its way to the sec-
ond floor where the council 
meetings were held. Firemen 
were able to trap the skunk in 
a closet.

Billy Bob Ford, a 1978 
graduate of Gatesville High 
School, assisted in the rescue 
of a pilot and two passengers 
that crashed in the Caribbean 
Sea south of the Bahamas. 
Ford was serving as a crew 
member on the Navy frigate 
USS Joseph Hewes.

At the Drive In and cinema, 
Steven Spielberg’s film E.T. 
(rated PG) was showing along 
with Halloween III, Season of 
the Witch (rated R). 

Marilyn Maynard and Jane 
Cooper were busy wrapping 
up a Christmas package to 
delight the youngster that 
the Beta Sigma Phi soror-
ity’s chapter was sponsoring 
in the Child Welfare Board’s 
Yule program.

Mr. and Mrs. James Boyd 
were honored on their 50th 

wedding anniversary with 
a reception hosted by their 
children and their grandchil-
dren.

The Morris Federation lis-
tened to a program present-
ed by Ruth Gilbreath Jones 
about professional training 
and qualifications as a cos-
metologist. Her program was 
called “Art of Cosmetology.”

50 YEARS AGO
(1972)

Jewel Whigham, librarian at 
the Gatesville Public Library, 
was busy pouring over the 
research material donated 
to the library that had once 
belonged to Miss Zelma Scott 
when she was writing “A 
History of Coryell County, 
Texas.”

The National Weather Ser-
vice charted the course of 
a tornado from eight miles 
southwest of Gatesville 
eastward to the Hewitt and 
Robinson area. No one was 
injured and no major damage 
was reported.

Burglars raided Pearce Gro-
cery located on Main Street 
and made off with $2,000 in 
cash along with 300 cartons 
of cigarettes, four cartons of 
snuff, $50 in change from the 
cash register, a home stereo 
unit and a gun.

Clovis King, tax assessor-
collector for the Gatesville 
Independent School District, 
had been designated as a 
certified Texas assessor by 
the board of the Institute of 
Certified Texas Assessors lo-
cated in Dallas.

Rev. W.E. Smith, pastor 
of the Garnett Road Baptist 
Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
was called as the new pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of 
Gatesville, ending a seven-
month search by the church’s 
pulpit committee.

The St. Louis Southwestern 
(Cotton Belt) Railway ended 
more than 80 years of rail 
service to Gatesville. For the 
last 40 years prior, the Cotton 
Belt operation to Gatesville 
had been strictly freight ser-
vice and there had not been 
a depot agent in Gatesville 
since 1968.

Whatever happened to….

BARBARA HOPSON
Mound News Correspondent

Little Mr. Benjamin Travis 
Hopson was honored on his 
third birthday with a hot dog 
supper and a hayride on Sat-
urday evening at the home 
of his grandparents, David 
and Pam Hopson. Those 
attending were family and 
friends.

Rebekah Stephens of Flow-
er Mound spent a few days 
with her grandparents, Ray 
and John Stephens.

Donna Schultz and John 
Stephens visited Thursday 
afternoon in Bryan with Jean 
Rose.

Milton Bud Pollard
Staff Sergeant
United States Army
1942-1945

Correction
It was originally reported in the Gatesville Messenger’s 

Salute to Veterans section that Milton Bud Pollard was a Pri-
vate in the Army but he was in fact a Staff Sergeant.

Mr. Ricky Thomas Dunn 
died on Sunday, Nov. 6. A 
memorial service was held 
Friday at Marshall/Marshall 
Funeral Home in Whitney. 
Mr. Dunn was the father 
of Kari Dunn Hopson of 
Mound.

Several people of Mound 
attended the “Food for Fami-
lies” in Gatesville on Friday.

The children of Mound 
Cowboy Church and White 
Mound Baptist Church were 
busy packing boxes for the 
“Operation Christmas Child” 
during this past weekend.

Barbara’s Notes: HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING EVERY-
BODY

MOUND NEWS

Mound mourns the loss of Kari 
Dunn Hopson’s father, Ricky Dunn

Hopson

The city of Jonesboro 
has schdeduled its first an-
nual Christmas Vendor’s 
Market on Saturday, Nov. 
26. The market will be held 
at the Jonesboro Commu-
nity Center, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 

There will be $10 booths 
available, and organizers 
are looking for a few more 
food and retail vendors for 
this event.

The Community Center 
is at 11625 TX HWY 36 in 
Jonesboro. For more in-
formation or to reserve a 
booth contact Valerie at 
254-258-7465 or Amanda 
at 254-216-2031.

Jonesboro 
hosts first 
Christmas 
market 
Nov. 26 
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OBITUARIES

HELEN TAYLOR 
THEAKER
Feb. 9, 1952 – July 7, 2022

Helen Taylor Theaker of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
July 7, 2022. 

Helen was born in Dallas on 
February 9, 1952, and gradu-
ated from Trinity University 
in San Antonio, class of 1973. 
For almost 40 years, Helen 
worked at the Vinson & Elkins 
Law Firm in Houston, sup-
porting the managing partner 
for the last ten years. In 2013 
Helen and her husband Tom 
retired to Gatesville and are 
oh so glad they did. Helen 
loved Gatesville, its people, 
living in the country and 
was filled with joy every day. 
Helen was a woman of faith 
and a member of First United 
Methodist Church Gatesville.

Helen is survived by her 

The Hidden Gem Family 
Center needs food dona-
tions for Thanksgiving 
dinner boxes for families. 
Hidden Gem will be ac-
cepting donations of the 

The Pennoli Bed & Break-
fast presents “Hearts Making 
Hearts Warmer” as their first 
annual clothing and blanket 
drive. The drive began Nov. 
15 and will run through Dec. 
11. The Bed & Breakfast is 
partnering with the Hidden 
Gem Family Center to help 

The Central Texas Hospi-
tality House will host their 
Christmas Celebration on 
Tuesday, Dec. 13 from 6 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

The celebration will in-
clude various family activi-
ties. There will be a special 

The Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce will be hold-
ing a day-long event called 
“Christmas with the Cham-
ber” on Saturday, Dec. 10. 

The day will begin with 
Chamber Market Days from 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. and will be lo-
cated at the chamber depot. 

The Christmas Parade will 
commence at 10 a.m. and 
will start behind H-E-B. This 

husband, Thomas H. Theaker; 
her aunt, Liberta Taylor, her 
cousin Tim Taylor, Tim’s son 
Jason and Jason’s family, her 
brother-in-law and his wife 
Ken and Linda Theaker; her 
niece, Kelly and her husband, 
Nathan McCarter, and their 
two children; and her niece, 
Kasey, and her husband, Kyle 
Fitzpatrick, and their two 
children. Helen may have had 
a tiny biological family, but 
she was so very blessed with 
a large, loving, supportive, 
funny, and precious family of 
friends. 

Helen died from complica-
tions due to ALS, commonly 
known as Lou Gehrig’s Dis-
ease. Helen and Tom suggest 
any memorial donations be 
made to : 

The ALS Association of 
Texas, 14555 Dallas Parkway, 
Suite 100-219, Dallas, TX 
75254, 

(www.alstexas.org )
Compassion & Choices, 101 

SW Madison Street #8009, 
Portland, OR 97207

( www.Compassionand-
choices.org )

The First United Methodist 
Church, 2600 E. Main Street, 
Gatesville, TX 76528. 

( www.fumcgatesville.org )
A private memorial service 

for the family will be held at a 
later date. 

ROBERT F. (BOB) 
SALTER
May 17, 1934 – Nov. 14, 2022

Robert F. (Bob) Salter, Sr., 
age 88, of Gatesville, passed 
away on Monday, November 
14, 2022, in Gatesville.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 22, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home Chapel, with Dr. Levi 
Price officiating.  The fam-
ily will receive visitors one 
hour prior to services at the 
funeral home.  Interment will 
be at Restland Cemetery. For 
those unable to attend, Mr. 
Salter’s funeral services will 
be livestreamed at the link 
below his obituary page at 
www.scottsfh.com.

Robert Frederick Salter 
was born on May 17, 1934, in 
Jacksonville, Florida to the 
late Walter H. and Laverna 
Collins Salter. He graduated 
from Andrew Jackson High 
School in 1952.  He attend-
ed Stetson University from 
1952 thru 1955. He then 
entered the U.S. Army and 
was stationed at Ft. Hood, he 
was honorably discharged 
in 1957. While at Ft. Hood, 
he met Lynita Steward and 
they married in 1957, and 
moved to Jacksonville, Flori-
da.   While in Jacksonville he 
earned his bachelor’s degree 
from Jacksonville Univer-
sity in 1960. He then entered 
Baylor School of Law and 

received his Juris Doctorate 
Degree in 1963. He joined 
Byron McLellan Law Firm in 
Gatesville in 1963 and later 
transitioned into his own law 
practice, that he served at un-
til his retirement in 2005. He 
was elected to the 60th Leg-
islature of the Texas House 
of Representatives, where 
he served three consecutive 
terms.  As a state represen-
tative he wrote House Bill 
121 that created Texas State 
Technical Institute (TSTI). He 
served on the appropriations 
committee for his three terms 
of office.  He was the chair-
man of the insurance com-
mittee for his three terms of 
office.  He tried a case for the 
Texas Youth Council in front 
of the U.S. District Court with 
Judge William Wayne Justice 
presiding.  He was instrumen-
tal in establishing the water 
supply from Belton Lake to 
the City of Gatesville.  He 
served as the City Attorney 
for the City of Gatesville for 
31 years, from 1974 to 2005. 
He was a Deacon and mem-
ber of First Baptist Church 
of Gatesville, where he was 
active in the choir and taught 
Sunday School class for 40 
years. He was a member of 
Gatesville Masonic Lodge 
#197 A.F. & A.M. and the 
Waco Karem Shrine.

He was preceded in death 
by his brothers, Gaston Salt-
er, Rev. Walter H. Salter, Jr. 
and a sister, Laverna McKin-
ney.

Bob is survived by his wife 
of 65 years, Lynita Salter; 
sons, Robert F. Salter, Jr. and 
wife, Sherry, Charles Salter 
and wife, Sheila, Steve Salter 
and wife, Stacia; six grand-
children, Katelyn Stewart, 
Courtney Salter, Shelby 
Salter, Alan Salter, Luke Salter 
and Zach Salter; and three 
great-grandchildren, Dallas, 
London and Rilee.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly has designated that memo-
rials be made to First Baptist 
Church, 912 E. Main Street, 
Gatesville, TX 76528.

Christmas with the Chamber is Dec. 10
year’s theme is “’Tis the rea-
son for the season!” 

In order to be entered into 
the ugly sweater contest you 
must have your photo taken 
anytime from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
at the chamber. 

When the parade is fin-
ished, there will be a chance 
for the little ones to get 
their photo with Santa. Fam-
ilies are welcome to stop by 

the chamber for individual 
or family photos. There will 
be activities for the kids, 
as well as hot chocolate, 
hot apple cider and coffee 
which will be served for one 
dollar each. 

Christmas with the Cham-
ber will end with a Christ-
mas Family Night Sweater 
Party. The party will be at 
the chamber from 6 - 9 p.m. 

The Elf movie will be show-
ing, and everyone is encour-
aged to wear a Christmas 
sweater. 

The Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce is located 
at 2307 S. Highway 36 in 
Gatesville. For further infor-
mation contact The Gates-
ville Chamber of Commerce 
at 254-865-2617. 

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Last year’s open house at Central Texas Hospitality House

Central Texas Hospitality House to have 
Christmas Celebration open house Dec. 13

nutcracker exhibit, a bounce 
house, live music, door 
prizes, refreshments, a tour 
of the Central Texas Hos-
pitality House, and a live 
Christmas story with a free 
giveaway for the kids. 

The Christmas Celebra-

tion is given as an appre-
ciation celebration with 
the Gatesville community, 
families, and surrounding 
areas for their support of 
the Central Texas Hospital-
ity House. 

The Central Texas Hos-

pitality House is located at 
708 Highway 36 in Gates-
ville. For more information, 
contact 254-404-2260 or 
email cthospitalityhouse@
gmail.com.  

Hidden Gem seeking food donations 
for Thanksgiving dinner boxes

following: 
• Turkey, Hens, or Hams 
• Boxes of stuffing mix 
• Packets of instant tur-

key gravy 
• Cranberry sauce 

• Vegetables 
• Rolls 
• Box cake mix and icing 

All donations are appre-
ciated. The Hidden Gem 

Family Center is located at 
115 S. 7th Street in Gates-
ville. For more information 
on donations contact them 
by calling 254-206-3003. 

The Tabernacle of Praise 
presents “Praise in the Park” 
with Matt Linton on Satur-
day, Nov. 19. 

Matt Linton is an ordained 
minister and has filled mul-
tiple ministerial roles over 
the years including senior 
pastor, associate pastor, 
youth pastor, international 
evangelist, serving time on 
the mission field in Gua-
temala, and has released 
three music projects as a 
southern gospel recording 

Tabernacle of Praise 
presents Praise in 
the Park today

artist. 
Praise in the Park will be-

gin at 2 p.m. at Faunt Le Roy 
Park and will be free to the 
public. There will be food, 
door prizes, live music and 
more.  

Faunt Le Roy Park is locat-
ed at S. 7th Street in Gates-
ville. For more informa-
tion on this event, contact 
the Tabernacle of Praise at 
254-206-1826 or visit www.
gatesvilletop.org. 

Pennoli B&B taking donations for 
annual clothing and blanket drive

those in need in our commu-
nity this winter. 

Donation drop off times 
will be Monday to Friday, 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m., and Satur-
days from 12 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
The donation drop-off point 
will be on the front porch of 
the Pennoli Bed & Break-

fast. Priority donations in-
clude coats, gloves, beanies, 
scarves, hats and blankets. 
This will be for adults and 
children of all sizes and 
must be in good condition. 

Pennoli Bed & Breakfast 
is located at 1009 E. Main 
Street in Gatesville. For more 

information, call Pennoli 
Bed & Breakfast at 360-560-
5615 or by email at Penno-
libandb@gmail.com. Contact 
the Hidden Gem Family 
Center at 254-206-3003 or 
by email at Hiddengemfami-
lycenter@gmail.com.  

Gatesville Elementa-
ry School will hold their 
fourth annual Christmas 
Extravaganza on Saturday, 
Dec. 3. The extravaganza 
will start and 9 a.m. and 

Gatesville Elementary to host annual 
Christmas Extravaganza Dec. 3

continue through 2 p.m. 
at the elementary campus. 
Activities throughout the 
day will consist of pictures 
with Santa, food trucks, 
vendors, shopping, and 

other fun activities. Am-
ber Colson Photography 
will be taking photos with 
Santa. 

Gatesville Elementary is 
located at 2537 East Main 

Street in Gatesville. For 
more information on this 
extravaganza, contact the 
school at 254-865-7262. 

King Baptist Church is 
inviting the public to its 
annual “Community-Wide 
Thanksgiving Feast.” Every-
one is invited to join then to 
share a meal and to enjoy 

King Baptist set for community-wide 
Thanksgiving feast on Nov. 26

the company of the commu-
nity.

The meal will take place on 
Saturday, Nov. 26, at 6 p.m. 
in the church fellowship hall.  
King Baptist Church is lo-

cated at 6730 FM 1783 near 
Gatesville. For more infor-
mation, call 254-865-7075.

King Baptist Church can 
trace its roots back to 1875 
when the Baptist congrega-

tion was first organized. The 
current sanctuary was built 
in 1975 and the church has 
continued to serve the sur-
rounding area for 147 years.
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Gatesville Junior High vs Intermediate

PHOTOS BY DAVID SCOTT, 

SE’VETTE EARLY AND 

CANDI GARVIN

Gatesville ISD held their annual Food for Families food drive volleyball game at the high school Wednesday.  Students got to watch teachers from the Gatesville Intermediate School square 
off with teachers from the Junior High.  Teachers danced, cheerleaders from the high school and junior high cheered, and kids cheered and sang along to the songs. The two campuses com-
peted to see who could collect the most jars of peanut butter and jelly. For every jar of peanut butter brought in, students get a ticket to enter a drawing for who gets to throw a pie in Mr. Her-
belin’s face.  While the Intermediate teachers dominated during the volleyball match, the Junior High students came in ahead of the Intermediate with 743 pounds for the food drive.
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254-865-5791       

GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Haynes Jewelry
             Serving Gatesville Since 1971

            Watch & Jewelry Repair
            Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North  •  865-6131

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926
TPCL 13187

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:
Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main 865-8491

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

BAPTIST
 BETHEL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH: 3835 CR 
127, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH: 
Elder, Hugh Montgomery, pastor; Peabody community 5 
miles south of Pearl, 4555 FM 1690, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Morning worship 4th Sunday each month at 
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Steven L. Bogan, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 and FM 116; Sunday services - Bible 
study 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
6:30 p.m.
 CANAAN BAPTIST CHURCH: Jim Keever, senior 
pastor; 177 Coryell City Road, Crawford; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
 COLD SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH: Bob Phillips, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 5:30 p.m.
 EASTWOOD BAPTIST CHU RCH: Lynn Parks, 
pastor; 2518 East Main, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m.; 
Wednesday evening services, 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF EVANT: Dane 
Barron, pastor; 200 Live Oak Street, Evant; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., adult Bible study 6 p.m.; Wednesday services 
- kids’ and youth Bible study 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FLAT: 9775 TX-36, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 9 a.m.; Sunday Worship 
10:15 a.m.; Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study 7 
p.m.; Wednesday Youth Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Wednesday Supper first Wednesday of each month at 
6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast second Saturday of each month 
at 7:30 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GATES VILLE: 912 
E. Main Street, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:45 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OGLESBY: 120 
College Ave., Oglesby, Tx 76561; Sunday morning 
services – Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 
am; Wednesday evenings – supper at 5:40 pm, Kids & 
Youth Group 6:00 pm, Prayer meeting 6:00 pm; Jeremy 
Sanders, Pastor.
 GATEWAY BAPTIST CHUR CH: Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; 2819 South Hwy. 36, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
evening worship 1:30 p.m.; Wednesday Service 7:00 
p.m.
  HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH:  A.C. Painter, 
pastor; 1750 FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
evening worship 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday evening worship 
6:30 p.m.
 HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH:  3110 Hay Valley 
Road, off Hwy 36 North.  Sunday morning services – 
Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 am.  AWANA 
children’s ministry Sunday evening 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  
Bible Study for men and women on Wednesday at 6:30 
pm.
 JONESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH: Matt Dossey, 
pastor; 11420 North State Hwy. S, Jonesboro; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
10:50 a.m.
 KING BAPTIST CHURCH: Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
evening worship 6 p.m.
 LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH: Royse T. Cockrell, 
DMin., Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & HWY 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Morning Service 11:00 a.m., 
Second Service 1:00 p.m., Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
 LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Ken Laney, 
pastor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., morning worship 10:30 a.m., 
Wed. evening Adult, Youth and Children’s Bible Study 
6:30 p.m.
 MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHUR CH: Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  
pastor; 6319 US-84, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sun-
day School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening 
worship 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7:00 p.m. Wednesday.

 OSAGE BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Thomas, pastor; 
7505 FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday 
School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH: 2082 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Sunday morning worship 10 a.m.
 PECAN GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH: 6545 FM 107. 
Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m.
 P I D C O K E  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H :  D o n a l d 
McConnaughhay, pastor; 11125 FM 116, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., worship 
service 11 a.m. www.pidcokebaptist.com
 PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris 
Post, Pastor; CR 301, Jonesboro, TX; Sunday school 
at 10 a.m. and Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
 PRIMERO IGLESIA EMANUEL: One mile north of 
Evant, Hwy. 281; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PURMELA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: 875 FM-932, 
Purmela; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m.
 SWEET HOME BAPTIST CHURCH: 511 North 14th, 
Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday morning worship 11 a.m.; Wednesday services 
- Wednesday evening worship 7 p.m.
      SPANISH BAPTIST  CHURCH:  Ezequiel Casas, 
pastor; 113  Veazy Drive, Gatesville; Sunday Services; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., worship 11:00 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 6:00 p.m.
 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Sam Crosby, 
Pastor; 1506 West Main, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m. 
Wednesday night services - activities for adults, youth, 
and children 6:30 p.m. Email: trinitybctx2@centurylink.
net. Church: 254-865-8495 or Pre-school: 254-248-0041.
 TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH: Jon Crosby, 
Pastor; 8120 FM 182, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible study, 6 p.m.    
 WESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH: Interim Pastor: 
Eddie Taylor; 1102 West Main Street, Gatesville; Sunday 
School  10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
  WHITE HALL BAPTIST CHURCH: Mike Barron, 
pastor; 2040 CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday school at 10 
a.m.; Sunday morning worship services 11 a.m.; 254-
679-3200. 
  WHITE MOUND BAPTIST CHURCH: Bruce Cox, 
pastor; 2417 East Main, Gatesville; Sun. services - Sun. 
School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m. MOUND 
COWBOY CHURCH Bruce Cox, pastor; 2417 East 
Main, Gatesville; Sunday services - morning worship 9 
a.m., Sunday school 9:30 a.m. Men’s breakfast every 
third Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. For more info. and 
location, call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. (English) & 12:00 p.m. (Spanish 
Mass), Weekday Mass: Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. and 
Wednesday through Friday at 7:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
 CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Deral 
McWhorter, minister; 104 Cedar Ridge, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10 a.m., evening 
worship 6 p.m.
 EVANT CHURCH OF CHRIST: Will Vann, Preacher; 
310 West Brooks Drive, Evant; Sunday services-Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:20 a.m., evening 
worship 12:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
 FORT GATES CHURCH OF CHRIST: 4605 St. Hwy. 

36 South, Gatesville; Sunday services - Morning worship 
10:30 a.m. 
 GATESVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Justin Hall, 
minister; 2417 East Main, Gatesville; Sunday Bible class 
9:30 a.m., morning service 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Bible 
classes 6:30 p.m.
 LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO: 2413 East Main, Gatesville; 
clases y servicios en Español, 10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
 MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 1955 CR 3640, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522; Sunday 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study, 10:30 a.m. Worship; Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. Bible 
Study; Royce 512-734-5390 or Steve 254-865-3559.
 PEARL CHURCH OF CHRIST: 6790 FM 183, Pearl; 
Sunday services - morning worship 10:30 a.m.
 CHURCH OF GOD
 CORNERSTONE,  Greg Demmitt, pastor; 338 
State School Road, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
morning worship 11 a.m. www.facebook.com/pages/
cornerstone/140632994733

EVANGELICAL METHODIST
 REFUGE-MINISTRIES PURMELA CHURCH 
CAMPUS: Josh Morrison, Campus Pastor; 115 FM 183, 
Purmela, Texas, 10:45 a.m. Sunday worship, 512-425-
2828. 

LUTHERAN
 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH: David Reedy, 
International Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran Church Rd. 
in Copperas Cove; Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 
a.m.; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. Christopher 
Richman, PhD; 10801 FM 929, Gatesville, Coryell City; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m.
 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. John 
Heckmann, pastor; Hwy. 36 and FM 1114, The Grove; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., worship 10:15 
a.m.

METHODIST
 BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - 11 am. 2nd & 4th Sundays. 2 miles north of 
Ireland on FM 932.
 EVANT METHODIST CHURCH: 235 US-281,Evant, 
Dennis Dutton, Pastor; Sunday morning worship 10 a.m.
 FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF GATESVILLE: 
2600 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Stephen Schmidt, 
pastor; Sunday worship - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY WORD: Meal at 5:30 
p.m. $3; youth, Children and Adult Bible Studies at 6:00 
p.m. AA meets Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. Visit us at fumcgatesville.org for more information.
 JONESBORO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 101 
CR 193; Rita Hotz, Pastor; Sunday services - 11 a.m.,  
each 1st and 3rd Sunday.
 OGLESBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Kent 
Berry, pastor; 109 College Street, Oglesby; Sunday 
services - morning worship 9:00 a.m.
 PIDCOKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Bill 
Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 116 North, Pidcoke; Worship service 
Sundays at 10 a.m. 254-677-6242.

MORMON
 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS: 206 South 26th Street, Gatesville; Sunday 
services -Sacrament services 10  a.m., Sun. School 10 
a.m

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 CHRISTIAN LIFE CHURCH: Frank Rosenstern, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday services, 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7:00 p.m. 
 CORYELL COMMUNITY CHURCH: Daniel 

Crowther, Pastor; 115 N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 248-
0849. Sunday Worship services  9am & 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday services 6pm; Adult Bible Study, Children’s 
Ministry and C3 Student Ministry.
 CORYELL FELLOWSHIP CHURCH: Doran Belknap 
III, Pastor; Sunday service 11:00 a.m., 8205 FM 182, 
Turnersville; (254) 218-5901.
 COVER2COVER MINISTRIES: Pastor: Rev. Brandy 
Spiker, Sunday morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, Gatesville.
 GATESVILLE REVIVAL CENTER: Wes Covey, 
Pastor; Sunday school 10:00 a.m., Sunday morning 
11:00 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday evening 
7 p.m. 2518 Bridge St., Gatesville, 254-392-9472.
 GRACE ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH: Wray 
Nunn, pastor; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m. & 
Wednesday evening worship at 6:30 p.m. at Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 Osage Road, Gatesville.
 GRACE BIBLE CHURCH: Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m. and Sunday Services at 10:45 a.m. 4012 US Hwy. 
84, Gatesville.
 HARVESTING SOULS INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH: Mike & Martha Johnson pastors, 503 N. 
11th Street, Gatesville, 865-6222. Sunday morning 
worship 11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study Ministries 
(Men, Women, children) 6:00 p.m. “Overcomers” a TDC 
and state approved 12-step recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
 JOHNNY WATKIN’S MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. aqui se reune 
La Iglesia de Cristo, in the 2400 Block of East Main 
Street, Gatesville.
 LEVITA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: Peter M. Mafwal, 
Pastor; 4460 FM 930, Levita; Sunday Bible Study at 
9:45 a.m.; morning worship at 10:45 am.
 MOTHER NEFF FAITH TABERNACLE: William 
Bertelsen, Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 236; Sunday 
services - 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible 
Study at 7:00 p.m.
 PEARL COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: 6735 FM 183, 
Pearl. Sunday Services- 9:00 a.m.
 THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILT: Bill Trotter, pastor; 
3412 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
 TABERNACLE OF PRAISE UPC: Rev. Jimmy 
Skiles, pastor; 202 E. Main, Gatesville; Worship services 
- Sunday mornings at 10:00 am; Wednesday evenings 
at 7:00 pm; www.gatesvilletop.org. 254-206-1826.
 MOUNT CALVARY CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST: 
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 128 North 12th Street, 
Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m., weekly services, Wed. Bible Study 
6:30p.m.-7:30 p.m., Wed. night service, 7:30p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Rev. Dr. Buddy 
Wheat, pastor; 1110 E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS AL HOGAR DE DIOS: Horario 
de servicios: Domingos a partir de las 2:00 p.m. Te 
esperamos! 6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville, Texas 76528.

WESLEYAN
 CORYELL VALLEY CHURCH: 4995 FM 929, 
3.5 miles from S.H. 36; Worship Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
coryellvalleytexas.com

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL
 BOOTS -N- SADDLE COWBOY CHURCH: Max 
Gunn, pastor; 254-248-1850; 10 miles west of Gatesville 
on HWY 84; Sunday Service @ 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday  
Night Service @ 7:00 p.m.; Youth Sunday Service @9:45 
a.m. 
 HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN BIKER CHURCH: Monty & 
Tammy VanHorn, pastors; 1608 W. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday Praise and Worship 11 am, Wednesday Bible 
Study Rally-6 pm, 254-865-4076.
 THE POINT FELLOWSHIP: James & Laurinda 
Paine, Pastors; 2315 Osage Road, Gatesville; 
Wednesday Services at 7:00 p.m. (Adults, youth & 
children); Sunday services - Destiny Discovery Class 
at 9:00 a.m.  and Regular services at 10:30 a.m. 254-
248-1265.

THIS SPACE IS 

AVAILABLE.
Call 254-865-5212.

Grib’s Construction

 2000 Violet Lane
 Gatesville
 254-248-4171

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street

(254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street

Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8884Call (254) 865-8489 for all your construction needs!

Scott’s
Funeral Home

www.scottsfh.com
2425 E. Main Street ~ 254-865-5411

Gifts • Household

865-6900
2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Delivery • Drive Thru

865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street         Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

www.tpcgatesville.org
2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014

www.fbcgatesville.com

SUNDAYS: Sunday School 9:45 am, Worship 10:50 am

WEDNESDAY  SERVICES: 6:00 pm

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church

“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

Can You 
Change Your 
World?

M
any of us long for a better world, one with more kindness and 
civility, a world where everyone is treated with the dignity and  
respect befitting persons made in the image of God. And wouldn’t  

we all like for the earth to be treated better, not treating it as a big garbage 
dump but rather as our precious, holy and beautiful home? Youthful idealism  
rushes out into the world intent on changing it for the better, but it is often met with cynicism 
or even apathy and resignation over the prospects of making the world a better place. It is 
indeed hard to change others, and no one can clean up the whole planet. But we can all start 
with ourselves and our own little corner of the world. Maybe we can’t change the world, but  
we can change ourselves. And in changing ourselves, don’t we in effect do 
our small part for changing the world? Reflect on what needs changing in  
your own life before you set out trying to improve others. Ask yourself 
whether there is some part of you that needs to change but which you 
stubbornly refuse to give up. Sometimes the greatest victory is the one which  
we win when we conquer our own vices.    – Christopher Simon

“Better a patient person than a warrior, 
one with self-control than one who takes 
a city.”  —Proverbs 16:32 NIV
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Instant Cash. Buying cars, 
trucks, & motorcycles. Run-
ning or not, with or without 
title. Also buying Catalytic 
Converters.
Call Don 254-624-1729 
00029731

015

Farm & Ranch
 

Use Happy Jack Skin Balm on 
cats & dogs to treat hot spots, 
flea allergies without steroids! 
At Tractor Supply.
(www.fleabeacon.com) 
00029727

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok.
Ben Roberts, 254-248-4707 
or 254-865-5754.
00029684

032

Miscellaneous
 

Rare, limited edition Gates-
ville, Texas 1897 Coryell 
County centennial silver with 
gold inlay 2.5x3.5 buckle. 
903-677-0177. $800.
00029717

 

Horizon Treadmill with Blue-
tooth wireless speakers and 
fan. Ten speeds & ten inclines. 
Call 254-266-2538.
00029730

037

Help Wanted

Central Counties Services 
(CCS) is seeking qualified ap-
plicants for a full-time Case 
Worker position at our Gates-
ville, TX facility.
Work involves developing and 
maintaining contact with indi-
viduals, families, and service 
providers for medical, social, 
educational, and other related 
client service needs. The as-
signed shift is normally Mon-
day-Friday 8AM-5PM, but 
may vary at times. Bachelor’s 
Degree is required. CCS of-
fers a generous benefits pack-
age that includes paid health, 
life and long-term disability 
insurance, paid PTO, Center 
retirement contribution, and 
paid holidays. Optional 457 
and Roth retirement plans 
available. A detailed position 
description is available on the 
Center’s website.
All applicants can apply on-
line at www.centralcounties-
services.org. EOE
00029728

Central Texas Landscaping 
& Services, LLC: Mowing, 

Landscaping, Brush Clearing, 
Trash Clean Up, Pipe Fence 
Painting (Ospho), Road In-

stallation. John Capella, 254-
216-3684. Licensed&Insured. 
 

ASHLEY’S LANDSCAP-
ING & SERVICES:

Holiday Decorating, Christ-
mas Light Installation, 

Tree Trimming, Leaf/Yard 
Cleanup, Mowing, Land-
scaping, Handyman Ser-

vices. 254-239-8842
John 3:16

Like us on Facebook

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd, (254)223-
3287. 

 

25 CENT SALE Sat, 11/19 - 
Wed, 11/23! CLOSED 11/24-
11/26 The Boys & Girls Club 
Resale Shop, 1706 E. Main. 
Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-5p.m. 
& Saturday, 9a.m.-3p.m.
 

Multi-Family Garage Sale
Sat., Nov. 19, 8a.m.-

3p.m., 23470 Owl Creek 
Rd, Half way between 

Gatesville&Temple, Furni-
ture, kitchen items, fishing 

poles, clothes, & much more! 
083

Commercial for Lease
 

Office Space for Lease
2 units, 1 restroom, storage 
space, and covered parking. 
Call (254) 223-0722 after 4 

p.m. to schedule a visit.

APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM
For more info. call Administrator Michael Beasley, 254-865-7575

• Night shift nurses, 6 p.m.-6 a.m.

• Laundry, M-F 2:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.; 

weekends 6:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m. 

• Night shift CNAs, 6 p.m.-6 a.m.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• RN Case Manager – FT 
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville and 

Surrounding Counties

Infection Prevention:
•
Infection Control & Epidemiology

Medical Clinic:
• Admission Clerk-Outpatient – FT 

Mon.-Fri. Days, 
• Referral Clerk – FT
• Scribe – FT

– FT

Medical Clinic – Quick Care:
• Registration Clerk – FT Thur. & Fri. 

8am-8pm & Sat. 8am-6pm  

Medical Clinic - Waco:

– FT 

Wound Care Clinic: 
•

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant – FT

EMS:
• Paramedic – FT

*$8,000 BONUS

Emergency Department:
• RN – PRN all shifts
• ED Scribe – PRN

Health Information Management:

LAB:

Material Management:  
• Housekeeping Supervisor – FT 
• Housekeeper – FT & PRN 
• Central Supply Clerk – FT

Med Surg:
• RN House Supervisor – FT Nights

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 

Patient Experience:

Coordinator – FT Days

Radiology:
 – PRN; TDH MRT 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:
• PACU RN – FT 

*$10,000 BONUS

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

Nurse Aide for Texas

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

JEFFREY BURKS, 254-206-0881

0.87 Acres, 2 Br, 2 Ba Home, Gustine TX, 2 car attached carport, 2 living areas. 
1 water well, metal build with concrete slab. $154,900

2/1 brick home, 560 W. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX, recently painted, updated shower, 
garage/workshop, fenced in backyard, utility shed-boat shed. $169,500

8.5 Acres, 2 Br, 2 Ba Home, Gustine TX, 2 car attached carport, 2 living areas. 
1 water well, metal build with concrete slab & an older wooden barn. $255,000

10.01 acres east of Evant, TX. Lot 8 Phase 5 Rio Escondido Subdivision, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated subdivision. $119,900

10.01 acres north of Evant, TX. Lot 85 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, Rolling Terrain, 
Good tree cover, good views. $129,500

10.01 acres west of Hamilton, TX, CR 607. Electricity, great views, rolling terrain, 
scattered tree cover, Lot no. 1 in the Bluff View Subdivision. $139,500

10.01 Acres, Lot 20 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $150,000

10.01 Acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $200,000

10.01 acres, Evant, TX, Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision Lot No. 53. Langford 
Branch, Nice Home Site, scattered tree cover, native pasture $225,000

11 +/- acres at Arnett, TX in Coryell County. Good tree cover, nice home site, the 
property will need to be fenced on the east boundary. You will need to drill a water 
well for water. $179,500

11.64 acres 3/2 home south of Evant, TX in Coryell County. Nice porch, large 
master Br and Bath, barn, workshop, seasonal creek, Hwy. 281 frontage. $850,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX, CR 421, Hamilton County, Lot No. 21, Mulberry Creek, 
rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000

21 acres south of Evant TX, CR 154 W, Coryell County, rolling terrain, scattered 
tree cover, good views, electricity running across the property. $252,000

25 acres west of Purmela, TX on CR 181. Stock tank, good exterior fencing on 3 
sides, 1 side will need to be fenced, coastal and native grasses. $275,000

25.06 acres Pottsville, TX Hamilton County, Paloma Vista Subdivision Lot 31, 
rolling terrain, scattered tree cover, great views. $275,000

33.43 acres, near Coryell City, Coryell County, FM 929 & CR 260 frontage, roll-
ing terrain, good views. $295,000

36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. Scattered tree cover & rolling 
terrain, Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well. $387,000

47.332 ac. south of Ireland, TX, good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 
3 sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000

50.07 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County CR 154, rolling terrain, 
good tree cover and good views. $425,000

50.28 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County CR 154, rolling terrain, 
good tree cover, good views, electricity on northeast corner of property. $425,000

50.24 Acres, 3/2.5 home, 2171 CR 419, Evant, TX, rolling terrain, 40% being 
good tree cover, the remaining balance being open pasture, great views. $675,000

52.73 Acres, 3/2.5 barndominium, 1197 CR 404, Hamilton, TX. Water well, metal 
building, nice porch, good tree cover, rolling terrain,2 tanks, good fences. $899,000

68.9 Acres, 3/2.5 rock home, 101 Mac Dr., Gatesville, TX, approx. 2900 ft of 

-
prox. 45 ft x 24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank ,approx. 
48 acres of coastal. $1,375,000

74.264 acres west of Purmela, TX. FM 1241 & CR 181, stock tank, barn, cattle 
pens, good exterior fencing, approx. 65 acres w/coastal & native grasses. $556,980

88.007 acres, 36 ft. Travel Trailer, 25 ft. x 30 ft. metal barn, Electricity, 1 tank, 
seasonal branch, water well, scattered tree cover, good hunting. $720,000

100.054 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County, rolling terrain, good 
tree cover, good views, electric on property. $850,000

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch, barn, rain harvest system, $743,775

179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX, FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000

-
-

ing in living room & carpet in 2 bedrooms, inground pool with slab that was poured 
for a future outdoor kitchen, 3 car attached carport with 12 ft. x 13 ft. storage 
building, a 60 ft. x 66 ft. metal building with 24 ft. x 60 ft. lean-to, there is also ap-
prox. 900 sq. ft. that has been framed out for living quarters inside the main part of 
the building, good exterior & interior fencing, set of cattle pens near the center of 
the property, rolling terrain with scattered tree cover and great views. $2,150,000

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and Commer-
cial Complete Re-Roofs 

and Repairs, Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 
area. Commercial &Resi-

dential, Free Estimates 
254-466-5128

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup&Rolloff 

container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates, Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613
00029683

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates.LarryRiddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318.

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 00029690

YOSEFTREE SERVICE: 
Tree trimming, lot clear-

ing, stump and brush 
removal. 254-563-3535

www.yoseftreeservice.com

102

Real Estate

102

Real Estate

001

Autos for Sale

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

045

Services

060

Garage Sale

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

045

Services

045

Services



SATURDAY, Nov 19., 2022   The Gatesville Messenger    A11
www.gatesvillemessenger.com

Hornet volleyball players earn district honors

GLADYS WHITENBURG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Freshman Emma Pollard, center, made a strong impact on the court and was one of the dominant play-
ers in district. The Hornet standout was named Newcomer of the Year for District 23-4A.

GLADYS WHITENBURG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Senior Lola Barron was a steady presence for the Hornet volleyball team and earned first team All Dis-
trict honors. Serving up aces was one of Barron’s specialties.

Two recognized 
on first team, 1 
as top newcomer

GLADYS WHITENBURG| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Senior Kayleigh Haywood, 16, at right, was named first team All District for the Hornet volleyball team. After missing part of the season with an injury, Haywood’s return helped 
spark the team to new heights, including bi-district and area championships and a trip to the third round of the playoffs for the first time since 2012.

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior writer & editor

The Gatesville Hornet vol-
leyball team was well rep-
resented on the All District 
23-4A postseason volleyball 
squad, taking two first team 
spots and the Newcomer of 
the Year honor.

Seniors Lola Barron and 
Kayleigh Haywood were both 
named to the first team, while 
freshman Emma Pollard was 
the district’s top newcomer.

Senior Charlee Barron 
earned second team recogni-
tion.

Honorable mention went 
to junior Barrett Boyd, senior 
Khloe Mathews and sopho-
more Tamiah Miller.

The Hornets excelled not 
only on the court, but also 
in the classroom. Earning 
Academic All District hon-
ors were Lola Barron, Boyd, 
senior Rachel Garrett, Hay-
wood, sophomore Vania Mar-
tinez, Mathews and Pollard. 

The team advanced to the 
third round of the playoffs, 
earning both bi-district and 
area championships.

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX   |  254-865-7575

M E D I C A L   L O D G E

Central Texas’ premier destination for post-hospital rehabilitation and long-term care

NURSING
12 hour shifts

CNA’S
12 hours shifts

MEDICATION 
AIDE
6AM-6PM

PRN AVAILABLE

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CALL 254-865-7575 OR 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

HILLSIDEML.COM/CAREERS

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

PLUS

$0 DOWN   0% APR   UP TO 48 MONTHS

SAVE UP TO  $3,000

The ultimate farm tool 
is ready to be yours.

From the M60 to the M6, the Kubota M Series is part of our tractor 
lineup rated #1 for durability and owner experience in the U.S. as 
awarded by Progressive Farmer.* Available right now for a great deal.

M Series       57.9-141.4 HP

KubotaUSA.com
*Award based on 2021 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Tractor Study.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2022. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. 
fi nancing for up to 48 months on purchases of new M60, M4, M5, M6 and M6s Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-
stock inventory is available to qualifi ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 48 
monthly payments of $20.83 per $1,000 fi nanced. Customer instant rebates of $1,500 are available on qualifying fi nance of M60 and 
M4, $2,000 on M5 and $3,000 on M6 and M6s Series equipment or $2,200 on cash purchases of M60 and M4, $5,000 on M5 and 
$8,000 on M6 and M6s Series equipment. Some exceptions apply. Offers expire 12/31/22. Terms subject to change. This material is 
for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of 
this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com.

Moores Service Center

Highway 84 East

Star, Texas 76880

325-948-3595
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Hornets cap off ‘23 campaign with 7-4 mark
Team had strong showing in first year for head coach Aaron Hunter Photos by Gladys Whitenburg


