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Exchange Club honors those who protect, serve
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior writer & editor

The contributions of area first responders 
and law enforcement officers were celebrat-
ed during a breakfast that the Gatesville Ex-
change Club held to honor those who protect 
and serve local residents.

Among those attending were employees of 
the Coryell County Sheriff’s Office, Gatesville 
Police Department, the Attorney General’s 
Office, the Texas Department of Public Safe-
ty, Texas Department of Emergency Manage-
ment (TDEM) and the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice.

“Thank you for the job you do every day,” 
said Nathan Gohlke, the city of Gatesville 
police chief and a member of the Exchange 
Club, a local service organization. “It’s a 
tough job and every day we see the things 
you do to help our community.”

Bob Harrell, the TDEM liaison for Coryell 
County who has been involved in emergency 
management for several years, talked about 
the roles played by those who help keep 
people safe.

“You do a great job taking care of us,” Har-
rell said. “You guys are the ones out there 
every day taking care of business and making 
sure the county is safe and our citizens are 
informed.”

He said the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) has several different 
lifelines that it focuses on as part of the pro-
cess to prepare for and respond to emer-
gencies. These include: safety and security; 
health and medical care; communications; 
hazardous materials; food, water and shelter; 
energy (power and fuel); and transportation.

Harrell said although many people do not 
think about it, hazardous materials move 
through the community on U.S. Highway 
84 and Texas Highway 36, and emergency 
management has to be aware of the risks and 
ready to respond if an emergency arises.

If a major disaster arises, such as power 
outages resulting from severe weather, Har-

rell said community leaders work to make 
sure that food, water and shelter is available 
to those who need it.

During a winter storm in 2021, the state 
and the county experienced power outages 
and Harrell said unexpected difficulties were 
experienced during the response.

“We had generators on inclines and we 
couldn’t get the propane trucks up there 
to refuel them,” he said. “Those generators 

were in dire need of fuel. It’s all about prepa-
ration, and we need to make sure fuel is 
available for vehicles, too.

“The last lifeline is transportation, and 
when we integrate a plan we look for whatev-
er resources are available, whether it’s school 
buses, The HOP (regional transportation ser-
vices) or even reaching out to the military for 
assistance.”

Being ready for an emergency is vital to the 

community, Harrell said.
“What are the chances for an emergency 

in our county in the next six months?” he 
asked. “They are pretty high, frankly, and 
that’s not just a major incident. We’ve also 
had wildfires, tornadoes, freezes. It’s impor-
tant to make sure we keep things running as 
smoothly as possible in difficult situations. 
That’s why I’m thankful for you guys every 
day.”
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Area law enforcement, firefighters and EMS personnel were among those honored during a special breakfast at the Junction at 36 restaurant sponsored by 
the Gatesville Exchange Club.

Greeting a veteran
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Bishop, a therapy dog for the Gatesville school district, offers a friendly greeting to a veteran dur-
ing the Veterans Day program on Nov. 11 at Gatesville High School.

County leaders move ahead 
with construction plans for

expanded jail, justice center
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior writer & editor

Efforts to bring the Coryell County Jail 
in compliance with state standards regard-
ing the number of inmates housed, and also 
to build a new county justice building took 
another step forward as the Coryell County 
Commissioners Court recently approved 
moving to the next phase with construction 
plans.

While the state Jail Standards Commission 
continues to list Coryell County’s jail as be-
ing noncompliant, efforts are being made to 
remedy the situation by expanding the jail as 
soon as possible. County leaders have been 
working with Jeff Heffelfinger of Southwest 
Architects to get plans approved by state 
officials. The county recently got a dose of 
good news regarding those efforts.

“We were issued a letter indicating that 
the proposed expansion meets minimum 
jail standards,” Commissioner Scott Weddle 
said. “There will also be a major review dur-
ing design and construction.”

County Judge Roger Miller pointed to some 
uncertainties including the ability to bring 
the jail expansion to the edge of the property 
line, as well as the need for a covered area to 
be added in front of the justice building to 
accommodate potential jurors, along with a 
number of other items.

“We could sit here and debate for the next 
30, 60, 120 or 365 days,” Weddle said. “Sure, 
there are still a few details we need to figure 
out but we need to move forward. Every con-
struction project has that concern. ... We have 

to deal with those things as we get into it.”
Temporary buildings, which could be lo-

cated at the old MHMR site (across the street 
from H-E-B on Lutterloh Street) would help 
to resolve one concern — where to move 
employees of the Pct. 3 and 4 justices of the 
peace offices. Those offices are currently at 
the old jail site, which has reported problems 
with rodents and numerous other issues. 
That site would be demolished as part of new 
construction plans.

Of the temporary options, Pct. 3 Justice of 
the Peace Jim Caldwell said, “It would be bet-
ter than what we have — no rats.”

Miller said there are still some unresolved 
issues — including parking space require-
ments — that need to be determined.

“I’ve built a lot of things and that’s just one 
of the steps and part of the process,” said 
Commissioner Kyle Matthews. “They under-
stand we’re not going to snap our fingers and 
poof — the building is up.”

Weddle addressed Miller’s concerns.
“If I understand your concerns regard-

ing the timing of the project, a parking lot 
doesn’t take as long. A building will take sev-
eral months but with a parking lot, they can 
probably whip that out in 60 days,” he said.

“Those are very valid questions but as the 
project goes along we have to address them 
in a timely fashion. I don’t believe we can do 
it all today.”

Miller said he does not want to derail the 
project, but wants to resolve issues related to 
construction sooner rather than later.

“I’m committed to seeing this through, but 
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I think the better we have the process out-
lined the better off we’ll be. It’s not to hold up 
the project, I just want to answer those ques-
tions. I don’t think any of these questions are 
insurmountable, but I want to make sure the 
demolition projects are fully funded.

“My gut feeling is we should firm up a cou-
ple more things. I’ll concede in a construc-
tion process not everything can be guaran-
teed. But (approval) locks us into the second 
phase, fees and all.”

The court voted to proceed with the next 
phase and deal with those issues as they 
arise.

Regarding the ability to build up to the 
property line — one of the concerns voiced 
by Miller — Weddle pointed to actions taken 
by the city when former County Commission-
er Daren Moore was mayor of Gatesville.

“When Daren Moore was the mayor, the city 

approved requirements for building in the 
historic area (near the courthouse and where 
the jail would be expanded and the justice 
building would be constructed,” Weddle said. 
“All around the courthouse, buildings are 
sharing walls with zero lot lines. They are re-
quired to have a level 2 firewall. The jail will 
have a level 2 firewall. It will meet require-
ments and I believe we can assume the cur-
rent zero lot lines would be allowed by the 
current rules.”

Miller asked if there are any hurdles that 
could stop the construction plans.

“Is there anything within our control or 
influence that would potentially prevent the 
construction process? Is there anything that 
would be a stumbling block moving for-
ward?”

“I don’t foresee anything that cannot be 
overcome,” Weddle said. “To me, approval 
from the jail standards commission was the 
biggest hurdle. I’m as judicious and prudent 
as you are but we’ve got to move forward. I 
don’t see any issues that we won’t be able to 
work out.”
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Preparation is Crucial

Bob Harrell, the 
Coryell County lia-
sion for the Texas 
Department of 
Emergency Man-
agement, recently 
talked about di-
saster response 
and preparation 
during a meeting 
of the Gatesville 
Exchange Club.

JEFF OSBORNE |  
THE GATESVILLE  
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County focuses on paying for upcoming construction
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior writer & editor

It’s one thing to need a larger jail 
and a justice building in Coryell 
County, but it’s quite another thing 
to pay for it.

The funding source for the coun-
ty’s jail expansion project and the 
construction of a justice building 
were addressed during a recent 
commissioners court meeting by 
Vince Viaille, an adviser with Spe-
cialized Public Finance, which is 
based in Austin.

In a summary of options, he 
noted that the county would have 
to make payments for the proj-
ects during a seven-year timeframe 
based on the funding option the 
Coryell County Commissioners 
Court has chosen.

“With a $4.6 million project, that 
would add approximately 2 cents 

on the tax rate,” Viaille said. “We 
are anticipating a 4% interest rate. 
That is high compared to recent 
years but less than it has been his-
torically. There would be estimated 
annual payments of $785,000 per 
year over seven years.”

He said if the justice building is 
added, payments would be $1 mil-
lion and $55,000 over the same 
timeframe, with an impact of 2.8 
cents on the tax rate.

“On January 24 we will come 
back to the commissioners court 
with bids in hand, and the closing 
date would be February 16,” Viaille 
said. “The county would receive the 
funds on the closing date.”

County Judge Roger Miller said 
the construction costs will be offset 
by a significant savings in send-
ing inmates to other counties to be 
jailed, because the Coryell County 
Jail does not have adequate space.

“I do believe we will save at 
least $750,000 per year on hous-
ing inmates outside the county, 
although we will still have to house 
some inmates out of the county,” 
Miller said. “The impact to the FY 
‘24 (2024 fiscal year) tax rate is .8 
cents. It is my belief with our cur-
rent tax rate, we will be able to ac-
commodate that.”

Miller said he is concerned that 
the estimated cost of the project 
at $6.2 million “might be a little bit 
low. I’m still concerned about the 
cost of demolition (of the old jail 
and the building currently hous-
ing the Texas Department of Public 
Safety).”

Commissioner Scott Weddle 
asked if he thought $6.3 million 
would be sufficient.

“I don’t know what the number is 
— the demolition part is what con-
cerns me,” Miller said. “Also, the 

paving of additional parking areas. 
I’m more comfortable in the $6.8 
to $6.9 (million) range. I think we 
can work the savings and tax rev-
enue to offset this. I do not believe 
growth in the county will stop.

Commissioner Kyle Matthews 
said while he agreed that initial 
estimates were “a little low,” he 
said he did not believe the project 
“would come close to needing $6.8 
or $6.9 (million).”

Viaille said the commissioners 
court had until Dec. 20 to deter-
mine the amount of money needed. 

“We can’t be in a position where 
we come up short,” Miller said.

“I agree,” Weddle said.
Miller asked County Auditor Ben 

Roberts if there were any issues he 
was concerned about regarding the 
project.

“My only question is why we 
decided on a seven-year term (in-

stead of a longer period to pay off 
costs),” he said. “That won’t pre-
vent me from approving the plan.”

Miller said the seven-year option 
was chosen “to keep it to the short-
est timeframe and reduce expens-
es. I think we’re in a good position 
to support this.”

“I concur,” Weddle said. “I also 
anticipate that the rate the county 
is spending to house inmates (cur-
rently $1.3 million annually) is go-
ing to balloon.”

In addition to expanding the jail 
to meet state requirements, a rea-
son to expand the jail is to reduce 
those payments Weddle refer-
enced.

Further action on a payment plan 
could take place at the Nov. 22 
commissioners court meeting or at 
the court’s December meeting.

1st Cav trains at California event
FORT IRWIN, California — 

1st Cavalry Division partici-
pated in Project Convergence 
2022, an experiment offering 
opportunities to access fu-
ture warfighting strategies, 
including how the All-Ser-
vice and Multinational Force 
can work together to detect 
and defeat threats Sep. 29 
through Nov. 9 at Fort Irwin, 
California.

The First Team’s primary 
mission during the experi-
ment consisted of form-
ing attack positions each 
morning while moving to the 
landing departure zone in 
the M113 Tracked Armored 
Personnel Carrier, M1A2 SEP 
v3 Abrams Tank, M2A3 Brad-
ley Fighting Vehicle, and the 
Joint Light Tactical Vehicle 
(JLTV) while fighting the op-
posing forces. Each day new 
technology is added to the 
mission to test the success 
and practicality of the tech-
nology when used in a life-
like scenario.

Electronic assets allowed 
the unit to conduct recon-
naissance and bring out the 
enemy without endangering 
Troopers, preserved com-
bat power of larger plat-
forms, scan the battlefield in 
a minimal amount of time, 
and allowed the commander 
to make decisions with less 
risk.

The assets also allowed 
rapid communications with 
allied partners across the 
spectrum of operations, 
reducing the time needed 
for decision making and al-
lowing for more rapid target 
engagement by the 1st Cav 
artillery.

The 1st Cav is transform-
ing by integrating these new 
technologies across the for-
mation to enhance our abil-
ity to compete globally, deter 
adversaries, and win on all-
domain battlefields.

“I firmly believe that every-
thing we do here is some-
thing that we’ll see through-
out the Army over the next 
60 years,” said Lt. Col. Bren-
nan Speakes, 1st Squadron, 
7th Cavalry Regiment, com-
manding officer. “This is the 
equivalent of the Army mov-
ing from the horse drawn 

cavalry to the armored for-
mations we know today.”

Army Futures Command 
established Project Conver-
gence in 2020 as an oppor-
tunity for collaboration, ex-
perimentation and a way of 
informing how we fight, how 
we organize, the talent we 
need and what we fight with.

“1-7 Cav is going to be the 
best trained squadron in the 
Army by next summer,” said 
Maj. Gen. John B. Richard-
son IV, 1st Cavalry Division 
commanding general. “You 
are building an incredible 
reputation right now across 
the Army.”

Project Convergence is 
designed to aggressively 
advance and integrate the 
Army’s contributions to the 
Joint and Multi-National 
Force and ensure that the 
Army, as part of the Joint 
and Multi-National partner’s 
fight, can rapidly and con-
tinuously converge effects 
across all domains including 
air, land, sea, space and cy-
berspace, to overmatch our 
adversaries, increase opera-
tional tempo and generate 
decision advantage over our 
adversaries.

Convergence means in-
tegrating efforts across all 
echelons, from the tactical to 
the strategic level, to deliver 

optimal lethal and non-lethal 
effects across all domains.

“Project Convergence 
2022 is good for not only the 
training value for the squad-
ron, but to learn the use 
and capabilities of this new 
technology,” said Sgt. Kyler 
Tackett, 1st Squadron, 7th 
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Caval-
ry Division, bradley gunner. 
“Hopefully PC22 will help 
with the further develop-
ment of these vehicles, and 
to help solve problems for 
the future of the Army.”

These experiment demon-
strations and future modern-
ization capabilities inform 
Army emerging technologies, 
future concepts and future 
formations.

“Hopefully we leave our 
mark as a contributor to 
future technologies that are 
going to help the Army fight 
our future wars,” said Cpt. 
Rannie Lintag, 1st Squadron, 
7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st 
Cavalry Division, human re-
sources officer.

“I couldn’t be prouder of 
the team that’s out here,” 
said Speakes. “This team is 
making things happen, and 
I’ve seen a stark improve-
ment in not only their capa-
bilities, but also their leader-
ship potential.”
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Sgt. Michael Trask calls for grid coordinates on the opposing forces 
during training exercises at Fort Erwin in California.

Schedule a tour today! (254) 248-6293 
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SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is a newspaper 
publisher, an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and 
entertainment producer/pro-
moter.

Thousands of dollars and 
hundreds of man hours have 
been spent by candidates 
prior to election day. They 
have begged for our vote 
and assured us they were the 
best choice. We have seen the 
political signs along the side 
of the road, read the ads in 
the newspaper, and watched 
their commercials on TV. 
Most of those messages were 
about the failings of our gov-
ernment (local, school, state 
and national) and how if vot-
ers did not make the right 
choice, our democracy was 
sure to unravel like a pair of 
two-dollar socks. 

The election is now over, 
and the winning candidates 
are left with the consequenc-
es. Consequences? Yes, be-
cause so many candidates 
preached about the failings 
of the prior office holder that 
now they are elected, they are 
going to have to step up to 
the plate and show they can 
do better. It is a little like the 
neighborhood dog chasing a 
passing car. When it finally 
“catches” the auto, the dog 
is bewildered trying to figure 

out what to do now that he 
has it.

You probably have seen 
how this plays out. The first 
few weeks pass where they 
do some grandstanding and 
play to their homebase, then 
the new office holders sud-
denly exhibit that “deer in the 
headlights” look as they start 
tackling the cornucopia of 
challenges before them. Most 
of them learn it is a lot easier 
to yell from the sidelines 
than it is to carry the football 
when a bunch of 300-pound 
linemen are chasing you. 

There is a difference in 
campaigning and governing. 
Candidates yell those time-
worn phrases saying they will 
cut taxes, eliminate waste, 
“get rid of the good old boys” 
and be more “transparent.” 
It all sounds good, it has an 
appeal to the masses, and the 
message does get some can-
didates elected. It also plays 
to the fiction that some mys-
terious powerbroker controls 
governmental goings on, and 
if we only get rid of “them” 
and replace them with “us,” 
all our problems are solved. 

Officeholding is hard work. 
Everyone tries to tell you how 
to do the job and complains 
incessantly about whatever 
actions you take. There are 
laws to follow about what 
you can do, when you can 
meet and what topics can be 
discussed. It takes patience, 
understanding, and a willing-
ness to work with others for 
the greater good. In order to 
govern well, an elected leader 
must genuinely care about 
their constituents and do 
what is right, no matter the 
party and no matter the agen-
da of their financial back-
ers. As my friend President 
Sam Houston is frequently 
quoted, “Do the right thing 
and then suffer the conse-
quences.” 

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

The election is over, and now the 
time for governing begins

Recently on social media I 
read where one of our elected 
officials stated he was not 
going to take a position on 
an issue that was clearly his 
responsibility because if he 
did it will make both sides 
of the argument mad at him. 
Stop and think about that for 
just a second because I think 
it is systemic of our political 
failings. This elected official 
cared not about fulfilling 
the obligations of the office 
for which he was elected. He 
cared not about what was 
right or wrong or even legal 
or illegal. The issue for him 
was whether he would lose 
voters in the next election. 
This is not leadership. It is 
not even politics. It is a fail-
ure to have the character to 
do what is the right thing and 
fulfill the obligations of the 
office they swore to God to 
uphold. 

Governing is a tough and 
thankless business. It is 
choosing and prioritizing. 
Every time a tax is imposed it 
must be paid by the citizens. 
Every time we fail to make 
infrastructure improvements 
that are reasonable and 
necessary, traffic backs up, 
schools underperform, and 
police/firemen are under-
funded. Yes, these are tough 
challenges and require quite 
a balancing act. Elected of-
ficials asked for the job and 
now they have it. I can only 
hope decisions are based on 
what is good for the commu-
nity, what follows the law, 
and what makes good com-
mon sense. Is that too much 
to ask? 

Thought for the day: Politi-
cians promise you heaven be-
fore the election and give you 
hell afterward.

Until next time.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-
573-7066, ext. 260

The Texas State Histori-
cal marker at the 1904 Leon 
River Bridge recently had an 
additional plaque installed 
designating the site as be-
ing placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
County Judge Roger Miller 
was present for the plaque 
unveiling and presented a 
detailed history on the pur-
chase and construction of 
the bridge in 1904. Chair-
man of the Coryell County 
Historical Commission, 
Danny Corbett, along with 
Judge Miller, performed the 
unveiling. 

PHOTOS BY DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Coryell County Judge Roger Miller Coryell County poses with Historical Commission Chairman Danny 
Corbett to show off the new  National Register of Historic Places plaque at the 1904 Leon River Bridge.

National Register of 
Historic Places plaque 
unveiling at 1904 bridge

According to Miller, the 
1904 bridge served as a 
major east-west artery for 
central Texas. The road 
became part of State High-
way 7 in 1917 and was later 
renamed U.S. Highway 84 
in the 1930s. The bridge 
was closed by the county 
due to safety and liability 
concerns in 2015. “We will 
continue to work with the 
city until a funding source 
is identified to restore and 
preserve the bridge for 
current and future genera-
tions,” Miller said. 

PHOTOS BY DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Coryell County Judge Roger Miller joined members of the Historical Commission on the historic 1904 
Leon River Bridge.  Pictured are Miller and members of the historical commission Nancy Ashcraft, 
Sherry Hopson, Sherry Lawrence, Coryell County Historical Commission Chairman Danny Corbett, 
Janice Barnhill and David Scott.
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Coryell County Judge Roger Miller read the history of the 1904 Leon River Bridge during the plaque 
unveiling ceremony on Saturday.

King Baptist Church is in-
viting the public to its annual 
“Community-Wide Thanks-

King Baptist offers 
community-wide 
Thanksgiving feast

giving Feast.” Everyone is 
invited to join then to share 
a meal and to enjoy the com-

pany of the community.
The meal will take place on 

Saturday, Nov. 26, at 6 p.m. 
in the church fellowship hall.  
King Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 6730 FM 1783 near 
Gatesville. For more infor-
mation, call 254-865-7075.

King Baptist Church can 
trace its roots back to 1875 
when the Baptist congrega-
tion was first organized. The 
current sanctuary was built 
in 1975 and the church has 
continued to serve the sur-
rounding area for 147 years.

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 11/14/22).......

$1772.60
SILVER (XAG/USD 11/14/22)..........

$22.04
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 Volunteers from local 
churches have been busy 
packing shoeboxes of gifts 
for shipment to children 
throughout the world for the 
annual Operation Christmas 
Child collection week. 

Operation Christmas Child, 
a faith-based project of Sa-
maritan’s Purse, has the mis-
sion to “provide God’s love in 
a triangle way to children in 
need around the world” and 
to “share the good news of 
Jesus Christ.” 

In summer 1993, Samari-
tan’s Purse President Franklin 
Graham received a call from 
a man in England asking if 
he’d be willing to fill shoe-
boxes with gifts for children 
in war-torn Bosnia. Graham 
agreed. Every year since, Sa-
maritan’s Purse has collected 
shoebox gifts filled with toys, 
school supplies and hygiene 
items for children around the 
world. 

Each November, volunteers 
fill shoeboxes then deliver 
them to the local collection 

point for travel to a process-
ing center. Coryell Communi-
ty Church is the local collec-
tion point for the Gatesville 
area. All week, volunteers 
at CCC have been collecting 
boxes from area churches 
and community members 
and preparing those boxes 
for worldwide distribution. 

The project is an enormous 
undertaking and relies heav-
ily on a network of volunteers 
in communities around the 
country. 

HOW TO PACK YOUR SHOE-
BOX: 

• Start with an average-size 
cardboard or plastic shoebox. 
If you want to wrap it, cover 
the box and lid separately. 

• Use a label to indicate 
whether your shoebox is 
packed for a boy or girl, and 
which age category. Age cat-
egories include: 2-4, 5-9, or 
10-14. 

• Select a medium to large 
“wow” item, such as a soccer 
ball or a stuffed animal. Then 

fill with other small toys, hy-
giene items and school sup-
plies. Do not forget to also 
include a personal note or 
photo. 

Although Monday, Nov. 
21, is the deadline to deliver 
shoeboxes, individuals may 
also visit the Samaritan’s 
Purse website to build a shoe-
box. 

Operation Christmas Child 
drop off times are listed below: 

Wednesday, Nov. 16: 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 17: 4 p.m.-6 
p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 18: 11 a.m.- 1 
p.m. 

Saturday, Nov. 19: 1 p.m.- 3 
p.m. 

Sunday, Nov. 20: 9 a.m.- 11 
a.m. 

Monday, Nov. 21: 9 a.m.- 11 
a.m. 

 For more information on 
Operation Christmas Child 
contact the Coryell Commu-
nity Church at 254-248-0849. 

Operation Christmas Child is underway; great way to help provide 
underprivileged children around the world with Christmas gifts

 COURTESY PHOTO

Shoeboxes of gifts are shipped to children throughout the world for the annual Operation Christmas 
Child, a faith-based project of Samaritan’s Purse, with the mission to “provide God’s love in a triangle 
way to children in need around the world” and to “share the good news of Jesus Christ.”

BETSY CLARK
Howdy from the Piney 

Woods! Not unlike my sweet 
home of Coryell County, we 
experienced some benefi-
cial rains late in the week … 

and now it’s finally feeling 
like fall. From most people, I 
hear, “Oh my, it’s cold,” with 
a forlorn voice. When I say it, 
there’s definitely joy in my 
voice. Anyway, I hope you are 
all enjoying the Thanksgiving 
season no matter what the 
weather may be.

Speaking of weather and 
different regions, Connie 
Long, her daughter and her 
grandson got to enjoy some 
different scenery earlier 
this month. Jastin Muegge, 
Connie’s grandson, finished 
running in the state cross 
country track meet and then 

headed off to The Big Apple 
with his grandmother and 
mom LaJean in tow. Jas-
tin was invited to run in the 
youth portion of the New 
York Marathon, running the 
5K from the United Nations 
to Central Park. Congratula-
tions to Jastin as he placed 
3rd in his division. Wow! Con-
nie said that after the mara-
thon, the crew got to experi-
ence the sights and sounds of 
New York City and even en-
joyed a Broadway play. I bet 
they got to enjoy the many 
different tastes there, too. 
Congratulations to Jastin, 

and welcome home, Connie. 
What a great adventure.

The next Pearl Bluegrass 
event and The Pearl Cottage 
Bookstore Day will be De-
cember 3. However, you can 
come as early as Friday to the 
community center, when jam-
ming begins around 5 p.m. 
On Saturday, open mic and 
beginners jam begin at 10 
a.m., and the kitchen opens 
at 11 a.m. and closes at 5 
p.m. Jamming in the various 
rooms and under the pavil-
ion happen all day Saturday, 
too. Participate in or listen 
to classic country, gospel, 

folk and bluegrass music. 
The Book Cottage is open 
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
Don’t forget about the Junk 
in Your Trunk, which takes 
place around the bookstore. 
RV parking with full hookups 
is available all year long; $25 
for 30 amps and $30 for 50 
amps. For more information 
about the bluegrass event, 
please call Ronald Medart at 
254-865-6013. For RV infor-
mation, please call Connie 
Long at 254-223-0621. For 
more information about the 
Pearl Book Cottage and the 
Junk in Your Trunk event, 

please call Linda Ray at 254-
865-9282. If you haven’t been 
to Pearl, plan a trip and spend 
the day or more. There’s no 
place like Pearl!

This week’s Bible verse: 
“A new command I give you: 
Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love 
one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my 
disciples if you love one an-
other.” John 13:34,35 NIV

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas, 
Facebook page!

Please send any Pearl news 
to betsyclark47@yahoo.com.

PEARL NEWS

Connie Long, her daughter and her grandson got to experience the 
sights and sounds of New York City earlier this month

108 S. 6th St. Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com
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2022 Bi-district Qualifiers

Farm & Ranch

Life

Auto • Home

Commercial

JONESBORO EAGLES – BI-DISTRICT CHAMPS

Area Game: vs Medina Friday, November 18 in San Saba at 6:30 p.m.
OGLESBY TIGERS vs Iredell – BI-DISTRICT CHAMPS

Area Game: vs. Oakwood (location & date TBA)
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Due to the weather condi-
tions last Friday, this year’s 
Veterans Day ceremony was 
moved from the football sta-
dium to the Gatesville High 
School gymnasium. The guest 
speaker was Colonel Paul 
Bonano, commander of the 

Veterans honored at Gatesville ISD ceremony

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

A crowd of students gave their undivided attention during the Gatesville ISD annual Veterans Day ceremoney held Friday at the high school. 
The ceremony was originally scheduled for the GISD football stadium but was moved indoors due to inclement weather.

120th Infantry Brigade. 
The presentation of colors 

included SFC Joseph Macare-
no, SSG Brad Barnett, SSG Bill 
Jones, and SSG Dennis Olson.

The program featured a 
song, “God Bless the USA,” 
performed by the Gates-

ville Intermediate, Junior 
High, and High School choirs 
featuring soloists Memphis 
Wells, Anna Phillips, Nevin 
Benning, Dakota Country-
man, Coral Bryant, Katie Hop-
son and Paisley Wells.

The pledge of allegiance 

was recited by Gatesville Pri-
mary students Ellie Barnes, 
Theodore Foster, Grayson 
Hadley, and Jackson Pagliuca. 
A brief history of Veterans 
Day was read by Gatesville 
Elementary students Harper 
Scott, Savannah Wells, Emma 

Morrell, and Conrad Coff-
man followed by Patriot Es-
says read by Tenley Winkler 
from Gatesville Intermediate, 
Kate Campbell from Junior 
High, and Lucy Pritchett from 
Gatesville High School.

The program also gave rec-

ognition to the veterans in at-
tendance and to the veterans 
employed at GISD. Soldiers 
from Ft. Hood were bused 
to the program so that they 
could join in the ceremony 
honoring the local veterans.

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGEE

Gatesville High School principal Marie Barrows pictured with the 
ceremony’s guest speaker Colonel Paul Bonano, commander of the 
120th Infantry Brigade. 

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

SFC Joseph Macareno, SSG Brad Barnett, SSG Bill Jones, and SSG 
Dennis Olson prepare for the presentation of colors .

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGEE

The US Army Color Guard faced the veterans and current soldiers before retiring the colors at Gatesville ISD’s Veterans Day ceremony Friday 
at the Gatesville High School gymnasium.

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGEE

Pictured above: Gatesville Intermediate, Junior High, and High School performed  “God Bless the USA” 
at Friday’s Veterans Day ceremony. 

Pictured left: Soldiers rise as the American flag went by during the Veterans Day ceremony held at the 
Gatesville High School gymnasium.
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Gatesville Community Out-
reach recently hosted Gath-
ering Gatesville to spotlight 

‘Gathering Gatesville’ held at GHS cafeteria
students and teachers from 
the Career and Technology 
Education Classes. CTE pro-

vides students with career 
and academic skills that are 
needed for the modern work-

place. CTE classes include flo-
ral design, animal sciences, 
Certified Nurses Aide, weld-

ing, automotive repair, culi-
nary arts and many more.

Information tables on each 

subject and/or class were 
displayed at the Gathering 
Gatesville event. 

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Students representing the Gatesville ISD Career and Technology Education welding class.
DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Hidden Gems was joined by emotional support dog, Winston, handing out information about their group.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Students representing the Gatesville ISD Career and Technology Education automotive class.
DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Students with the Career and Technology Education culinary arts class served chicken spaghetti.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 The Boys and Girls Club of Gatesville was on hand to give out information about their organization.
DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Gatesville ISD Education Foundation had a booth at the Gathering Gatesville event. 

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Students representing the CTE Certified Nurses Aides program checked blood pressure.
DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Superintendent Dr. Pollard shopped the farmers market at the Gathering Gatesville event.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Assistant Superintendent of Academics Shane Webb  checks out goodies from the Stinger Cafe.
DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Gladys Whitenburg with Righteous Roots visits with a student at the Gathering Gatesville event.
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24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

The city of Jonesboro has 
scheduled its first annual 
Christmas Vendor’s Market 
on Saturday, Nov. 26. The 
market will be held at the 
Jonesboro Community Cen-
ter, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

There will be $10 booths 
available, and organizers are 

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture has started mailing 
ballots for the Farm Service 
Agency county committee 
elections to eligible farm-
ers and ranchers across the 
country. To be counted, bal-
lots must be returned to the 
Coryell County FSA office or 
postmarked by Dec. 5, 2022.

“FSA county committee 
members provide valuable 
knowledge and judgment as 
decisions are made about the 
services we provide, includ-
ing disaster and safety-net 
programs,” said Trey Stone-
ham, acting county executive 
director for Coryell County. 
“Please take a few minutes to 
review your ballot and make 
your selection prior to the 
Dec. 5 deadline.”

Each committee has from 
three to 11 elected mem-

FOOD DRIVE TIME IS EXCITING 

 I saw people excited about Food For Families and already collecting 
for it before we at the Care Center were permitted to begin November 1. 
I love that excitement! As we began November 1, I saw again that people 
were up and running. It is amazing to see people already engaged ahead of 
us. The schools are involved big time in bringing food. When the schools, 
churches, clubs, organizations, and individuals are not only working but 
so excited about it, it causes me to be double-pumped with enthusiasm. 
Thanks a million!
 Our total pounds given have been enormous for many years, but what 
was done the past two years has left me reeling under the impact of it. Can 
you believe it? More than a half-million pounds of food was contribut-
ed the last two years. We went from 507,774 pounds in 2020 to 617,368 
pounds last year. Phenomenal, spectacular, amazing, awesome, staggering, 
awe-striking, and mind boggling are some of the descriptive words for 
what is really indescribable.
 To the folks from Gatesville, from Oglesby to Evant, and from the 
Grove to Turnersville and points in between that make this happen, let me 
say on behalf of myself and my co-director, Debbie Blanchard, you have 
our thanks and appreciation. And, let me say thank you on behalf of all 
the needy folks we together help with food.
 You people are so bent on beating the record from the previous year. I 
love that spirit! Will we do it again? Let’s wait and see. It is very exciting.
Once again, we want to dedicate this year’s food drive to the honor of 
Rusty Garrett, who because of taking cancer treatment will not be with us 
this year. He has certainly been an integral part of Food For Families in 
Gatesville since its beginning.

                                    Executive Director,

                                    Deral McWhorter
Paid for by Deral McWhorter

SALE EVERY SAT. • CATTLE AT NOON

Saturday, Nov. 12, 2022 
Jody & Robin Thomas (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 160-210 
300-400 lb. 160-210 
400-500 lb. 160-205
500-600 lb. 150-190
600-700 lb. 140-160
700-800 lb. 130-155

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 140-180
300-400 lb. 140-175    
400-500 lb. 140-175
500-600 lb. 140-165
600-700 lb. 135-150
700-800 lb. 115-135

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 65-75
Low Yielding 50-60       
Fats 65-73
Thin & Shelly 20-40

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 65-104

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1250-1450
Young Fair 1050-1250
Aged Pairs Split & Weighed

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 400-1150

Number of Head 302

Happy Thanksgiving
NO SALE NOV. 26

USDA reminds Coryell County farmers 
and ranchers to vote in Coryell County 
committee election; ballots due Dec. 5

bers who serve three-year 
terms of office, and at least 
one seat is up for election 
each year for a certain Local 
Administrative Area. Newly 
elected committee members 
will take office Jan. 1, 2022. 
Coryell County committee 
members help FSA make im-
portant decisions on its com-
modity support programs, 
conservation programs, 
indemnity and disaster pro-
grams, and emergency pro-
grams and eligibility.

The nominees up for elec-
tion in LAA 1, which includes 
Evant, Pearl, King, Slater, Pid-
coke, Topsey and Copperas 
Cove, in Coryell County are 
Chris Littlefield and James 
Bart Koerth.

Chris Littlefield is nomi-
nated to serve as a commit-
tee member for a three-year 

term. Mrs. Littlefield resides 
in Copperas Cove and has 
produced beef cattle, Sudan 
grass, small grains and corn 
for 37 years.

She is currently an active 
member of the county com-
mittee and serves as chair-
person.

James Koreth has also 
been nominated to serve as 
a committee member for a 
three-year term. Mr. Koerth 
resides in Gatesville and has 
produced beef cattle, sheep 
and hay for over 20 years.

He is an active member of 
the Coryell County farming 
and ranching community.

Producers must partici-
pate or cooperate in an FSA 
program to be eligible to 
vote in the county commit-
tee election. A cooperating 
producer is someone who 

has provided information 
about their farming or ranch-
ing operation but may not 
have applied or received FSA 
program benefits. Also, for 
county committee elections, 
producers who are not of 
legal voting age, but super-
vise and conduct the farming 
operations of an entire farm, 
are eligible to vote.

Producers can find out if 
their LAA is up for election 
and if they are eligible to 
vote by contacting their local 
FSA county office. Eligible 
voters who do not receive a 
ballot in the mail can request 
one from their local FSA 
county office. Visit fsa.usda.
gov/elections for more infor-
mation. 

Jonesboro hosts first 
Christmas market

looking for a few more food 
and retail vendors for this 
event.

The Community Center is 
at 11625 TX HWY 36 in Jones-
boro. For more information 
or to reserve a booth contact 
Valerie at 254-258-7465 or 
Amanda at 254-216-2031.

The My Favorite Thing Par-
ty will take place on Tuesday, 
Nov. 22, at 6p.m. and will be 
held at the Gatesville Country 
Club. 

Guests are encouraged to 
invite a friend and bring a 
sweet treat or an appetizer to 
share. The country club will 
provide food and beverages 
for everyone to order. 

The game rules are listed 
below.

RULES:

• Make or buy four items 
that retail for at least $15 
each. This will be the required 
minimum for each gift.

• Do not wrap the gifts.
• When arriving, there will 

be a master display table. 
Place one of the four gifts 
on that table. Then you will 
receive four tickets. Put your 
name on three of the tickets 
and leave the fourth blank.

• The three tickets with 
names listed from each per-
son at the party will go into 

My Favorite Thing 
Party set for Nov. 22

a bowl. The bowl will then be 
tossed to mix up the names 
inside.

• The bowl will be passed 
back around, and every per-
son will draw three names. If 
your own name is drawn, you 
will have to redraw.

• Everyone will then receive 
a gift from each of the names 
they have drawn from the 
bowl.

• There will be a sack with 
a description of each gift 
placed on the master table. 
Once one gift from each 
person has been put on the 
master table, each person will 
take their fourth ticket and 
drop it into the sack by their 
favorite thing. You can vote 
on your own gift or some-
body else’s.

The Gatesville Country 
Club is located at 1308 Golf 
Course Road in Gatesville. 
The event will be hosted by 
Sara Jo Dixon Poynter.

Sydney Mund-
kowsky, a 2020 gradu-
ate of Gatesville High 
School and now a 
junior on the Angelo 
State University Belles 
volleyball team, has 
been named to the All-
Lone Star Conference 
second team for the 
2022 season.

An outside hitter, 
Mundkowsky had 
her breakout season 
for the Belles, lead-
ing the team with 
220 kills. She posted 
double-digit kills in 
nine matches, and 
she twice exceeded 
20 kills in a match, 
including her season-
high 24 against Lub-
bock Christian on Oct. 
7. She is ASU’s lone 
All-LSC selection for 
2022.

COURTESY PHOTO

Mundkowsky

Gatesville athlete 
earns all-conference 
honors at ASU

Mundkowsky will help lead the 
Belles into the LSC Tournament in 
Canyon. See more details at angelo-
sports.com and on the LSC website.

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Nov. 10

12:31 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 200 
block of S. Lutterloh Avenue.

1:32 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 3400 
block of E. Main Street.

3:50 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1600 block of 
W. Main Street.

4:30 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 200 
block of Meadowview Lane.

4:54 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1200 
block of Pidcoke Street.

11:37 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 2300 block of 
Ransom Road.
Nov. 11

4:36 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1900 
block of State School Road.

9:27 a.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 500 
block of Ranier Road.

9:32 a.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 2200 
block of Bridge Street.

10:50 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 4600 block of 
N. Hwy. 36.

3:49 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 400 
block of Park Street.

8:25 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 200 
block of Trails Private Drive.

The following is a partial breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of November 10 – 13.  Per-
sons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be 
made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

Nov. 12

1:35 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1600 
block of Venus Avenue.

9:42 a.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 3700 
block of FM 929.

10:10 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
300 block of CR 347.

1:32 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 6700 
block of Harman Road.

3:31 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2500 
block of Powell Drive.

9:44 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 2500 
block of E. Main Street.
Nov. 13

3:41 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1500 
block of W. Main Street.

9:59 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Hornet Way.

5:06 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 100 
block of Green Acres Drive.

6:36 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Hwy. 36 Bypass.

8:56 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 500 
block of Royal Oaks Lane.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Nov. 10

8:04 a.m., illegal dump-

ing was reported in the 3000 
block of Straws Mill Road.

9:33 a.m., mail tamper-
ing was reported in the 3800 
block of CR 107.

3:37 p.m., shots being 
fired was reported in the 700 
block of Flintrock Drive.

4:02 p.m., terroristic 
threats were reported in the 
8600 block of Hwy. 84.

7:38 p.m., suspicious per-
sons were reported at Gates-
ville Junior High.

8:48 p.m., a prowler was 
reported in the 1800 block of 
Oak Springs Road.
Nov. 11

5:38 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on Moc-
casin Bend Road.

8:56 a.m., animal cruelty 
was reported on Old Osage 
Road.

10:18 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Hidden Valley.

11:40 a.m., a minor ac-
cident was reported in the 
4100 block of FM 116.

3:00 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
200 block of Kimmie Drive.

7:24 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2700 
block of Pine Circle.
Nov. 12

1:40 a.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 400 block of 
Ranier Road.

8:25 a.m., a theft was re-
ported on FM 116 at Hwy. 9.

10:18 a.m., a neighbor dis-
pute was reported in the 300 
block of CR 347.

11:41 a.m., trespassing was 
reported in the 9300 block of 
FM 183.

6:35 p.m., animal neglect 
was reported on Dove Lane.

8:08 p.m., shots being fired 
was reported in the 8500 
block of FM 182.
Nov. 13

7:52 a.m., a possible fire 
was reported on S. Hwy. 36 
near Fort Hood.

11:03 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 700 
block of Bluestem.

3:46 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on Hwy. 
190 Bypass.

5:49 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
5000 block of Maurita Drive.

6:01 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 6000 
block of FM 116.

The Gatesville Messen-
ger’s office will be closed 
Thursday, Nov. 24 and 
Friday, Nov. 25 for Thanks-
giving.

Those wishing to submit 
news or advertising will 
need to do so earlier than 
normal due to an early 
printing schedule. 

The deadline for the 
Wednesday, Nov. 30 issue 
will be 10 a.m. Wednesday, 

Messenger has early deadlines 
due to Thanksgiving holiday

Nov. 23. The Messenger will 
return to a normal dead-
line schedule the following 
week.

The Messenger staff re-
minds readers that early 
deadlines will also be nec-
essary around the Christ-
mas and New Year holi-
days. Deadlines will be 
announced as we approach 
those holidays.

For questions or submis-

sion, please call 254-865-
5212 ext. 305.
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In 1947, the St. Paul Pioneer Press 
bought his comic strip, which was 
called Li’l Folks. In 1950, the strip’s 
name was ___________ to Peanuts 
because another comic strip had a 
name that was too ___________.

From that small start, Peanuts became very 
___________. It was eventually _____________ 
in more than 2,600 newspapers and 75 countries!

Charles Schulz wrote and _______ every single 
Peanuts comic strip himself for the next 50 years, 
inspiring generations of __________ cartoonists.

Replace the missing words.

When Charles Schulz was a child, 
 people called the newspaper comic 
  pages “the funnies.” And Charles was 
   a boy who really loved the funnies.

Schulz read his local newspaper every 
 day and wanted to make his own 
  funnies one day. He started drawing 
   as a youngster and kept drawing 
    cartoons every day.

The Peanuts character 
Snoopy is based on a 
pet dog that Charles 
had as a child. Use 
the code to find out 
the name of this pet.

= A
= C
= E
= H
= I
= K
= P
= S

– CHARLES M. SCHULZ

COMIC STRIP GETS STAMPED: The United States Postal Service has created the Charles M. Schulz Forever stamps to celebrate the fact that the creator of 
the Peanuts comic strip would have been 100 years old on November 26, 2022. Find out more about this legendary cartoonist on today’s Kid Scoop page!

Do you know the names of these famous Peanuts characters featured on 
U.S. postage stamps? Do the math to label each character.

7 + 7 =

8 - 2 =

11 + 7 =

13 + 3 =

18 - 6 =

9 - 4 =

8 + 5 =

4 + 4 =

Charlie Brown

Schroeder

Peppermint Patty

Lucy

Franklin

Linus

Pig-Pen

Sally

16 5

1814

12

8 136

Later in life, Schulz became one of the 
world’s most successful cartoonists. 
But as a young man, he had a hard 
time finding a newspaper or 
magazine to buy his comic strip. 
He worked odd jobs to pay his bills.

During World War II, Charles was drafted into 
the United States Army. He brought a sketch 
pad and kept on drawing.

When he came home to Minnesota, he got a job 
teaching at the art school where he had studied. 
It was there he met a man who would become 
a friend for life. The letters on the correct path 
reveal his name.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehen-
sion: Follow written directions.

Every day, cut out your 
favorite comic strip 
from the newspaper. 
Glue the strips onto 

blank paper and make 
your own comic book!

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 51

Happy Birthday, 
Charles M. Schulz
Write a short “Happy Birthday” 
note to Charles M. Schulz who 

would be 100 this year.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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TEACHING

Erase or white out the 
words in the bubbles in 
a comic strip in today’s 
newspaper. Write in new 
words for the characters 
to be “saying.”

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple 
written directions.

The Peanuts characters were so popular that they were made into 
books, TV shows, a musical stage show, greeting cards, toys and 
even movies! Circle every other letter to find out the name of the 
first Peanuts television special, which aired on CBS in 1965.

To learn more about Charles M. Schulz, 
visit www.schulzmuseum.org

How many differences can 
you find between these two 

hockey players?

Because Charles Schulz made 
so many comics featuring 

hockey, he was admitted into 
the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame.

Growing up in St. Paul, MN, 
Charles used a hockey stick to 

hit tennis balls in his 
grandmother’s basement. His 

mother helped him make goalie 
pads out of gunny sacks with 

rolled-up newspaper sewn 
inside. His father made an ice 
rink in their backyard where 

Charles and his friends played 
hockey whenever they could — 

even by streetlight at night.

Charles’s love of hockey lasted 
his entire life. His five children 

all learned to skate.

In 1969, when a local ice arena 
closed, Charles bought it and 
opened the Redwood Empire 

Arena near his studio in 
Santa Rosa, CA.

Today, the ice arena is 
called Snoopy’s Home Ice 
and is located next to the 

Charles M. Schulz Museum.

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Coryell Health RehabLiving at the Meadows is holding a raffle to benefit Food for Families. The drawing  
will be held on Friday, Nov. 18. All single tickets will cost $3 each, or four tickets for $10 and ten tickets 
for $20. Tickets can be purchased at The Meadows or the Coryell Café.  The raffle items will include a Saw-
dust & Splinters rocker and table, a 50-pound corn feeder station, a 24x30-inch canvas painting, and a 
king size (90x100 inch) handmade quilt. Coryell Health RehabLiving at the Meadows is located at 110 
Chicktown Road in Gatesville. For more information, call 254-404-2500. 

FOOD FOR FAMILIES RAFFLE

The Gatesville Country 
Club will host a workday on 
Saturday, Nov. 19. The work-
day will begin at 8 a.m. and 
last until 12 p.m. 

All members are encour-
aged to come out and help 

Gatesville Country Club sets 
workday to be held Nov. 19

improve the golf course. The 
Gatesville Country Club is a 
member-owned golf course, 
meaning everyone must 
work together. There will be 
more details about the work-
day to come. 

The Gatesville Country 
Club is located at 1308 Golf 
Course Rd. in Gatesville. For 
more information call 254-
865-6917 or visit gatesvil-
lecc.com. 

A “Neighbors Supporting 
Neighbors” car show and toy 
drive will take place at Bare 
Bones Barbeque on Saturday, 
Nov. 19, at 10 a.m. 

“Neighbor Supporting 
Neighbors” allows the com-
munity to show support to 
the young neighbors for the 

Bare Bones to host car show Nov. 19
roles they play.

There will be an entry fee 
of one unwrapped toy, mini-
mum $10 value. Car show 
judging will end at 12:30 
p.m., and the winners will be 
announced at 1:30 p.m. This 
will include handing out tro-
phies and door prizes. There 

will be a chance to take a 
photo with Santa as well.

Bare Bones Barbeque is 
located at 4305 TX-36 in 
Gatesville. 

For more information 
about this event, call 254-
248-1441.

The next meeting of CRSP 
(Coryell Retired School 
Personnel) will be held on 
Thursday, Nov. 17, at Ranch-
ers Steakhouse. Social time 
will be held at 9:30 a.m., and 
the regular meeting will be-
gin at 10 a.m.

The program for the No-
vember meeting will be 
“Count Your Blessings,” 
presented by Dr. Rev. Dewey 
“Buddy” Wheat. Then a brief 
history of The TRTA Founda-
tion will be presented.

Members are reminded to 
bring a count of volunteer 
service hours for Debbie 
Grmela. They may also pick 
up their yearbook and pay 
their dues if you have not al-
ready done so.

A reminder that on Sat-

Retired teachers to meet Nov. 17
urday, Dec. 3, some of the 
members are going to Cle-
burne for lunch and to see 
a performance of “A Christ-
mas Carol” presented by the 
Plaza Theatre Company at 3 
p.m. Those interested in at-
tending but have not signed 
up, please contact Gayla Lin-
ton as soon as possible.

A brief report on the activi-
ties at the Boozaar: They set 
up three tables of free books 
on the Presbyterian Church 
parking lot, and probably 
gave away about 175 books 
(and candy, of course) to 
youngsters who stopped by. 
A lot of children were happy 
to pick up one or more 
books, and many parents 
expressed their approval 
at the idea of giving away 

books. Gail Johnson (a.k.a. 
“Little Red Riding Hood”), 
JoAnne Sugg, and Mar-
sha Lee watched the tables 
and helped with books and 
candy, but Fran Henshoher, 
Sue Vernon, Linda Davis, and 
Mary Bruton also stopped by 
to offer help.

The Presbyterian Church 
area was very popular with 
activities including a bounce 
house and a dunking booth. 
CRSP plans on doing this 
again next year. 

They hope to see every-
one at the meeting, and hope 
everyone will enjoy a Happy 
Thanksgiving on the follow-
ing Thursday (which would 
have been their regular meet-
ing date).

Since the Evant ISD Angel 
Tree became virtual last year, 
there was an overwhelming 
amount of generosity from 

Evant ISD taking donations for 
annual Angel Tree program

the community. Evant ISD is 
looking for donations this 
year for the Angel Tree.

Evant is located at 339 

North Memory Lane in Evant.
For more information on 

how to donate, please contact 
Misty Bosse at 254-624-7186.

The Gatesville Messenger 
will be once again publish-
ing local children’s letters to 
Santa Claus in a special holi-
day issue of the paper.

Children through the third 
grade may submit a letter 
for publication.

Local schools have been 
contacted and should either 

Letters to Santa due by Dec. 2
send a form home for your 
child to complete at home 
or complete in class.

If your child does not at-
tend school, you may drop 
off the letter at The Gates-
ville Messenger office locat-
ed at 116 S. 6th Street on the 
courthouse square. 

Deadline for submission 

is Dec. 2. Letters turned in 
after deadline will not be 
published. 

After The Messenger is 
finished with the letters, 
they will be forwarded to 
the North Pole.

For more information, call 
The Gatesville Messenger at 
254-865-5212.

Gatesville residents will 
once again have an oppor-
tunity to help those in need 
through the annual Food for 
Families food drive, which 
will take place on Friday, Nov. 
18, from 6 a.m. until 8 p.m. at 
the Gatesville Fire Station.

As in years past, the major 
goal has been to gather as 
much food as possible for 
those in need.

Gatesville’s Food for 
Families began in 1990 when 
6,317 pounds were donated. 
Deral McWhorter and Deb-
bie Blanchard reported that, 
“It took us seven years to 

Food for Families food drive is Friday
go over 100,000 pounds.” 
As years progressed, the 
amounts continued to in-
crease at an amazing rate. As 
of last year, McWhorter said 
that the amount of 617,368 
pounds was raised. “I do not 
take it for granted that Gates-
ville and the surrounding 
area is home to some of the 
most generous, sacrificing, 
deep-hearted people I could 
imagine,” McWhorter said.

According to the care cen-
ter directors, the availability 
of food from the Central Tex-
as Food Bank is very low. “We 
have been forced to buy the 

bulk of our food from H-E-B,” 
McWhorter said.

The continued mission of 
Food for Families is to help 
feed people in need in Central 
Texas. There is a great need 
for nonperishable food prod-
ucts. Items needed include 
canned meats, canned veg-
etables, cereals, baby food, 
peanut butter, dry beans and 
rice, along with flour, sugar, 
cornmeal and pasta.

All donations will go to 
benefit people in need who 
live in the Coryell County 
area, where the donations are 
made.
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Use Happy Jack Skin Balm on 
cats & dogs to treat hot spots, 
flea allergies without steroids! 
At Tractor Supply.
(www.fleabeacon.com) 
00029727

 

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok.
Ben Roberts, 254-248-4707 
or 254-865-5754. 
00029684

032

Miscellaneous
 

Rare, limited edition Gates-
ville, Texas 1897 Coryell 
County centennial silver with 
gold inlay 2.5x3.5 buckle. 
903-677-0177. $800. 
00029717

 

Horizon Treadmill with Blue-
tooth wireless speakers and 
fan. Ten speeds & ten inclines. 
Call 254-266-2538. 
00029730

037

Help Wanted

Central Counties Services 
(CCS) is seeking qualified 
applicants for a full-time 
Case Worker position at our 
Gatesville, TX facility. Work 
involves developing and 
maintaining contact with indi-
viduals, families, and service 
providers for medical, social, 
educational, and other related 
client service needs. The as-
signed shift is normally Mon-
day-Friday 8AM-5PM, but 
may vary at times. Bachelor’s 
Degree is required. CCS of-
fers a generous benefits pack-
age that includes paid health, 
life and long-term disability 
insurance, paid PTO, Center 
retirement contribution, and 
paid holidays. Optional 457 
and Roth retirement plans 
available.
A detailed position descrip-
tion is available on the Cen-
ter’s website.
All applicants can apply on-
line at www.centralcounties-
services.org. EOE
00029728

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC

Mowing, Landscaping, Brush 
Clearing, Trash Clean Up, 
Pipe Fence Painting (Ospho), 
Road Installation. John Capel-
la, 254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00029588

 

ASHLEY’S LANDSCAP-
ING & SERVICES:

Holiday Decorating, Christ-
mas Light Installation, 
Tree Trimming, Leaf/

Yard Cleanup, Mowing, 
Landscaping, Handyman 

Services. 
254-239-8842

John 3:16
Like us on Facebook

00029692

 

Get ready for the holidays!
Working wonders cleaning 
service provides basic and 

deep cleaning that meets your 
home’s specific needs.

Melanie Phillips
245-784-3032

00029725

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00029682

DOLLAR WEEK Tues, 
11/15 - Fri, 11/18! The Boys 
& Girls Club Resale Shop, 
1706 E. Main. Tuesday-Fri-
day, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 
9a.m.-3p.m. 
00029688

083

Commercial for Lease
 

Office Space for Lease
2 units, 1 restroom, storage 
space, and covered parking. 
Call (254) 223-0722 after 4 

p.m. to schedule a visit. 
00029693

Coryell City Water Supply 
District Annual Customer’s 

Meeting
Thursday, November 17, 2022 
at 6:30 P.M. Coryell City/
Osage Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, 301 CR 255, in Co-
ryell City, TX 10 miles East 
of Gatesville off of FM 929, 
across from St. John Lutheran 
Church. CCWSD will host a 
meal and the Annual Board 
meeting. For information call 
(254)865-6089 www.coryell-
citywater.com  
00029651

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and 
supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• RN Case Manager – FT 
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville and 

Surrounding Counties

Infection Prevention:
•
Infection Control & Epidemiology - FT

Medical Clinic:
• Admission Clerk – Outpatient 

Mon.-Fri. Days, FT
• Referral Clerk – FT
• Scribe – FT

Medical Clinic – Quick Care:
• Registration Clerk Thur. & Fri. 

8am-8pm & Sat. 8am-6pm – FT 

Medical Clinic - Waco:
• RN/LVN – FT 

Wound Care Clinic: 
• RN or LVN – FT 

• Registration Clerk – FT

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant - FT

EMS:
• EMT Paramedic – FT

*$8,000 BONUS

Emergency Department:
• RN – FT nights & PRN all shifts
• ED Scribe - PRN

LAB:
• MLT PRN – Nights & some weekends

Material Management:  
• Housekeeping Supervisor – FT 
• Housekeeper – FT & PRN 

Med Surg:
• RN House Supervisor – FT Nights

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• RN/LVN – FT nights 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN PRN – All shifts

Mills County Medical Clinic - 
Goldthwaite:
• X-Ray Technologist – FT

Radiology:
• CT/X-Ray Technologist; TDH MRT 
& ARRT 1 year exp. in  CT/X-Ray – 
FT & PRN
• Cath Lab Tech – FT experienced

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:
• PACU RN – FT 

*$10,000 BONUS

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation

Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands
Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

015

Farm & Ranch

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and Commer-
cial, Complete Re-Roofs 

and Repairs, Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 

00029022

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00029679

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area. Commercial and Resi-
dential, Free Estimates

254-466-5128
00029680

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00029681

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates, Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613
00029683

045

Services

037

Help Wanted

045

Services

070

Land & Lots

060

Garage Sale

JENNIFER NEWTON
CLERK OF THE COUNTY COURT
P.O. BOX 237
GATESVILLE, TEXAS 76528

ATTORNEY OR PERSON FILING CAUSE
CORBIN, STAPLER & CLAPPER

603 N. 8TH STREET
KILLEEN, TX 76541

TO: WARDS UNKNOWN HEIRS
UNKNOWN ADDRESS
UNKNOWN STATE

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF CORYELL

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE GUARDIANSHIP OF FAITH HARTLEY. 
CAUSE NO 22-391, COUNTY COURT OF CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS. KERRY HART-
LEY FILED IN THE COUNTY COURT OF CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS ON THE 8TH 
DAY OF NOVEMBER 2022, OBJECTION TO APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN OF THE 
PERSON AND ESTATE AND APPLICATION OF PERMANENT GUARDIAN OF THE 
PERSON AND ESTATE OF SAID WARD FAITH HARTLEY.

SAID APPLICATION SHALL BE HEARD AND ACTED ON BY SAID COURT ON OR 
AFTER THE FIRST MONDAY NEXT AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF TEN DAYS FROM 
DATE OF POSTING THIS CITATION, THE SAME BEING THE 21ST DAY OF NOVEM-
BER 2022, AT THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE IN GATESVILLE, TEXAS.

ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN SAID GUARDIANSHIP ARE HEREBY CITED TO AP-
PEAR BEFORE THE COUNTY COURT OF CORYELL COUNTY AT THE SAME ABOVE 
MENTIONED TIME AND PLACE BY FILING A WRITTEN ANSWER CONTESTING 
SUCH APPLICATION SHOULD THEY DESIRE TO DO SO.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE COUNTY COURT OF CORYELL 
COUNTY IN GATESVILLE, TEXAS THE 9th day of November, 2022.

JENNIFER NEWTON
CORYELL COUNTY CLERK
CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS

BY: M. WALLACE
00029729

099

Public Notices

099

Public Notices

099

Public Notices

099

Public Notices

By shopping local, you are 

helping your community 

thrive. Every dollar spent 

counts! Not only are local 

jobs being created and 

sustained, but sales tax 

generation supports our 

police and fire departments, 

road maintenance, parks 

and an overall quality of life.

A study done by Civic 

Economics found that for 

every dollar spent
in a local small business, 48

cents recirculate into our 

community. For 

every dollar spent
at a chain retailer, 14 cents

finds it way back into the 

local economy; whereas, 

sales and use taxes paid for 

online purchasesgo to 

the state where the company 

or warehouse is located.

WHY SHOP

LOCAL?

Advertising in 

The Gatesville Messenger 
will bring dollars into your business and 

can help our entire community prosper!

Call 254-865-5212 today.

www.gatesvillemessenger.com
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Hornet hoops is underway

BY Tom Norrell
Contributing writer

The Oglesby junior High Tiger boys re-
cently faced off against a much bigger, faster 
Live Oak, Falcon team.

The Tigers fell to the Falcons by a score of 
57-6 Thursday, Nov. 10  in Oglesby. 

The Tigers, plagued by turnovers, and 
missed shots could never get in rhythm for 
the game.

Abram Shaw was high point for the Tigers 
with a 3-point shot in second quarter. Hold-
yn Goff hit a short 2-point jumper and Ma-
son Marquez added 1-point on a free throw.

Aiden Oxford and Kayson Campbell had 
four rebounds each.

The Tigers got back to work Nov. 11, and 
were schedule to travel to Mount Calm on 
Monday, Nov. 14  for their second game of 
the season.

SE’VETTE EARLY | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville Taylor Coward takes a shot for the Hornets in a season-opening win over Live Oak Classical 
School on Nov. 9. The Hornets fell in their second game on the road against San Saba, 57-38, on Nov. 12.
The boys basketball team was scheduled to open the season on Nov. 15 against Rogers High School.

Live Oak overpowers Oglesby JH in season-opener

Area Fishing Report
Belton

GOOD. Water lightly 
stained; 68 degrees; 13.27 
feet low. White bass fishing 
is off the charts and likely 
will remain that way until 
the water temperature drop 
to around 60 degrees. Fish 
are consolidating into large 
schools and using water 
in the 32-44 feet of water. 

Mornings are producing 
better than afternoons, and 
the mid-morning from 8-10 
A.M. has been the best of the 
best. The MAL Original with 
white tail has been my go-to 
bait. A few gulls are begin-
ning to show up but have not 
yet been helpful in locating 
fish. Days with winds from 
a southerly component and 

pre-frontal weather days are 
excellent. Calm, clear, cold 
post-frontal conditions are 
to be avoided. Report by 
Bob Maindelle, Holding the 
Line Guide Service. Crappie 
are starting to transition to 
deeper water for the winter 
pattern. Target fish in 30 feet 
of water using Slab City jigs, 
minnows and hand ties.

Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528
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DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE
254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS
254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528
FREE INSPECTIONS – 254-223-1971

Brian Riddle
Project Manager

brianriddlerunningmroofing@gmail.com

Commercial • Residential • Claims Specialists

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

TACLB69146E

Text your service request 

in to 254-216-3372

12 months 0% interest 

W.A.C.

After hours

service available

We do warranty & service all brands

Ryan Warren

254-865-9188
P.O. Box 1061 

Gatesville, TX
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• Service

• Repair

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Advertise.
Inspire. Sell.

Contact Bailey to reserve this 

space, 254-865-5212.

Building Supplies
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ADAM DEIKE

SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.772.8147 Mobile

254.865.9137 Fax
adam.deike@wbsupplies.com

JONESBORO EAGLES

#14 Caleb Christel
104 rushing yards

1 solo tackle, 2 assists
13 passing yards

OGLESBY TIGERS

#32 Kyler Fossett
18 carries for 337 yards

10 tackles; 2 punt returns for 
60 yards; 7 touchdowns

GATESVILLE HORNETS

Results unavailable as 
of press time

EVANT ELKS

Season ended 

“Always putting you first”

3411 E. Main St.
Gatesville

254-865-2783

115 S. Memory Ln.
Evant

254-471-5531

117 FM 1996
Oglesby

254-470-2261
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Gatesville football season ends in bi-district
BY Chris Allman
Sports correspondent

The most successful Gatesville football 
season in five years ended on Friday follow-
ing a 24-14 loss to Smithville in the bi-district 
playoffs. 

The Hornets fell behind 17-0 in first quar-
ter and were down 24-0 at the half before 
mounting a second half comeback. 

Mason Mooney scored Gatesville’s only 
offensive touchdown of the night with a one-
yard touchdown run in the third quarter to 
cut the lead to 24-6. 

The Hornets cut deeper into the lead just 
before the end of the third quarter thanks to 
Adrian Smith’s second interception return 
for a touchdown in as many games. With less 
than a minute to go in the quarter, Smith in-
tercepted Derrick Roberson’s pass, weaved 
through a gang of would-be tacklers and cut 
the lead to 24-12. 

Gatesville’s final points would come via a 
safety when Smithville snapped the ball out 
of the back of their own endzone, making it a 
24-14 game. 

“We picked a bad night to have a bad 
night,” said head coach Aaron Hunter. “We 
just weren’t locked in and focused and didn’t 
do enough to win the game.”

The conditions at Hutto Memorial Stadi-
um on Friday were less-than-stellar as frigid 
temperatures and strong winds contributed 
to an uncharacteristically sloppy game from 
the Hornets. The Hornets committed seven 
turnovers on the night and were plagued by 
penalties on the offensive side.

Gatesville was also coming off a two-week 
hiatus as they had a bye during the final 
week of the regular season. 

Hunter acknowledged that the conditions 
weren’t ideal but stopped well short making 
it a cause for the loss. 

“It’s a little bit of all (the conditions). It’s 
a little bit of having two weeks off. We just 
couldn’t execute and shot ourselves in the 
foot a thousand times with penalties,” he 
said. 

The Hornet defense – which rebounded 
in the second half – had four takeaways on 
the night. In addition to the interception 
from Smith, they recovered two fumbles and 
forced one turnover on downs.

“At halftime we could have folded but we 
didn’t. I’m proud of that,” Hunter said.

The loss marks the end of the careers for a 
stellar senior class that were freshman dur-
ing Gatesville’s 0-10 season in 2019 but saw 
three straight playoff berths over their time 
as Hornets. They capped it with Gatesville’s 
first winning season since 2017. 

“I’m pleased. A winning season is a big 
deal. It wasn’t a grind at all and winning ob-
viously helps with that,” Hunter said. “This 
was a special group of seniors that worked 
extremely hard.”

In addition to the varsity’s 7-4 season, the 
junior varsity finished 6-4 and the freshman 
finished 4-4-2. 

“None of our teams had a losing season. 
Which hadn’t happened in a long time,” 
Hunter said. 

On the offensive side the Hornets will look 
to replace an explosive receiving trio in 2023. 
Seniors Trevor Smith (696 yards, 6 TD), Tyler 
Shea (386 yards, 5 TD), and Kyle Shafer (324 
yards, 6 TD) accounted for 1,406 of Jacob 
Newkirk’s 2,003 passing yards on the season 
and 17 of his 21 passing touchdowns.

Newkirk – will return along with the run-
ning back duo of Rayshon Smith and Jimmy 
Hall. Smith, the sensational sophomore, ran 
for 1,015 yards and 11 touchdowns in 2022 
while Hall added five rushing touchdowns of 
his own. 

And perhaps the most notable crew of re-
turners will be the offensive line – who lose 
only center Steven Bomar to graduation. The 
Hornets will bring back five offensive line-
man who started or saw significant time on 
the line – Zach Bryant, Tookie Jones, Gabe 
Pollard, Gabe Charles, and Nathan Elliott. 

“Ever since I got here, we have replaced 
four offensive lineman every year. This year, 
Bomar was the only returner. That’s a group 
that we are going to lean on heavily in the 
offseason,” Hunter said. 

Defensively, the losses will be more pro-
nounced as the linebacking corps will look 
significantly different in 2023. The Hornets 

will graduate Mason Mooney (118 tackles, 
4 TFL, 1 INT), Ashtyn Culley (106 tackles, 
7 TFL, two fumble recoveries), and Thiele 
Alvarado (98 tackles, 6 TFL, 2 sacks). Culley 
and Alvarado are three-year lettermen while 
Mooney was a two-year letterman. 

They defense will also lose Lucas Garcia 
(12 tackles for a loss), Kason Herbelin (team-
leading 6 interceptions), and Ayden Neces-
sary (75 tackles, 2 interceptions). In total, the 
Hornets will look to replace in 2023 a group 
that represented 90 percent of their sack to-
tal, 81 percent of their tackles for a loss, and 
54 percent of their takeaways in 2022.  

Though the losses are big for the Hornets, 
so are the names coming back. The versa-
tile trio of Adrian Smith, Sean Aguilar, and 
Lawson Mooney return and will provide more 
than just stability. Smith finished the season 
with 2 interception returns for scores and 

caught a touchdown pass on offense. and 
the duo of Aguilar (91 tackles, 5 INT) and 
Lawson Mooney (team-leading 147 tackles, 5 
TFL, 2 INT) will be back to add to their career 
running totals of opponents who need to be 
helped off the field.  

In addition, Charles Kemmitz returns to 
anchor the defensive line with Corey Burns 
while defensive back Colton Taylor and 
safety Tommy Aaron will see their impact in-
crease in 2023. 

Less than 48 hours removed from the end 
of the season, Hunter was confident his team 
would be even better the next time they take 
the field. 

“We did take some steps. The next step you 
have to take is learning to take that next step 
forward and to truly get to that point of be-
lieving that ‘it doesn’t matter who you play’. 
We’re going to be even better next year.” 

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville football family members hold signs supporting their athletes at a sendoff before the team’s playoff game against Smithville.

Adrian Smith Mason Mooney Rayshon Smith

Jonesboro, Oglesby win bi-district football playoff games

 COURTESY PHOTO

Jonesboro improved to 11-1 with its bi-district playoff win over Menard. Next up for the Eagles is a Nov. 
18 area championship contest against Medina.

 COURTESY PHOTO

Oglesby moved to 11-0 with a bi-district playoff victory over Iredell. Next for the Tigers is an area foot-
ball playoff game against Oakwood. The time and date were not available at presstime.

The Jonesboro Eagles and Oglesby Tigers football teams 
opened the season with convincing wins in the bi-district 
round of the playoffs.

The Eagles routed the Menard Yellowjackets 54-6 to im-
prove to 11-1 on the season, with 10 consecutive wins.

Jonesboro will battle the 11-0 Medina Bobcats for the area 
championship at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 18 in San Saba.

Although game statistics for the playoff were not avail-
able, Caleb Christel was the Eagles top passer and rusher 
for Jonesboro through the first 10 games, throwing for 442 
yards and 10 touchdowns and running for 994 yards and 16 
touchdowns. Through the same timeframe Nathan Forrest 

had thrown for 341 yards and 10 touchdowns. DeMarcus 
Acoff was the Eagles leading receiver with 476 yards and 14 
touchdowns.

On defense, Garrett Young had 70 tackles for Jonesboro 
followed by Jaden Domel with 64, Jacob Cisneros with 55 and 
Acoff with 51.

The Tigers rolled past the Iredell Dragons 60-30 to improve 
to 11-0.

Kyler Fossett led Oglesby by running for 337 yards and six 
touchdowns on 18 carries. Johnny Gomez added 40 yards 
rushing and a touchdown on eight carries.

Hunter Walter completed three of seven passes for 21 

yards for the Tigers. Catching those passes were Jack Hen-
dricks with one catch for 11 yards, Hunter Ewing with one 
reception for eight yards and Gomez with one catch for two 
yards.

Hendricks led Oglesby’s defense with 16 tackles, while Go-
mez and Fossett each had 10 tackles. Others with stops for 
the OHS defense were Brodie Fisher with nine, Jackson Tippit 
with eight and Joel Gonzales with seven.

Next up for Oglesby is an area playoff game against the 9-2 
Oakwood Panthers.

Game and season stats are courtesy of the MaxPreps high 
school athletics website.

Eagles improve to 11-1, Tigers improve to 11-0 as they both look to wrap up area championships next


