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Retired Navy officers recalls 
atomic clouds, antarctic ice

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville resident Mike Meier, who served as a U.S. Naval aviator, holds a frame containing two photos of him standing next to planes that were taken about 
50 years apart. One was when he was a Naval officer, and the other was decades after he retired.

Salute to Veterans:
Special section inside

Recession 
likely in ‘23

BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Although an economic recession is likely 
on the horizon for 2023, these blips are 
something that the country has endured 
before and can be weathered again. That 
was the message that Gatesville financial 
adviser Scott Johnson recently shared with 
the Gatesville Lions Club.

Johnson said there is already plenty of 
talk about an economic recession, adding 
“some people think we’re already in a re-
cession, and some think we’re not. He said 
the National Bureau of Economic Research 
defines a recession as “a significant decline 
in economic activity that is spread across 
the economy and that lasts more than a few 
months.”

Different variables are considered to de-
termine the state of the economy.

Johnson noted the recent economic cycle 
dating back to 2019 and 2020 showed ac-
celeration “and maybe some of that was 
artificial because of the pandemic. You 
had low interest rates, and the government 
was giving away free money. With that, you 
started getting inflation.”

Pointing to recent interest rate hikes, 
Johnson said the goal of the Federal Reserve 
was to reduce inflation and slow down the 
economy.

“In the late ‘70s and early ‘80s, the prime 
(interest rate) hit 19%,” he said. “If you look 
at what has been done historically, think of 
what the Fed does in terms of a car. Lower-
ing interest rates is like stepping on the gas 
(pedal). When the Fed lowers the interest 
rates so you can borrow to buy a house or a 
car, they are putting their foot on the gas (of 
the economy). He compared raising inter-
est rates to hitting the brakes to slow the 
economy.

On Nov. 2, the Fed raised interest rates 
for the sixth time this year, which makes it 
more expensive for people to borrow mon-
ey. Johnson said the continuing rate hikes 
are often an indication that a recession can 
be expected in the near future.

“How long do recessions last? An aver-
age of 10 months,” Johnson said. “Going 
into 2023 we are starting to see earning 
reports from businesses get worse – in 
tech and with semiconductors. The rais-
ing of interest rates is slowing down the 
economy – slowing down business. The Fed 
won’t stop raising interest rates until the 
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Meier experienced adventure during height of the Cold War era
BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Whether at the scene of nuclear bomb tests 
in the Pacific or transporting scientists in the 
brutal weather conditions of Antarctica, for-
mer U.S. Naval aviator Myron “Mike” Meier of 
Gatesville has had some fascinating experi-
ences.

“I’m from a much different era,” Meier 
said. “I went in (to the military) just after the 
Korean War was over. I graduated from high 
school in 1953 and decided to join the Navy. I 
had always had my eye on the Navy for some 
reason. There were a lot of movies that in-
spired me.”

One of those movies, “The Bridges of Toko 
Ri” featured Mickey Rooney as a helicopter 

pilot, which helped further motivate Meier to 
become a pilot himself.

“Mickey Rooney was one of my heroes be-
cause of his small stature, and I was not very 
big when I was 17.”

Meier was a good athlete, however. He was 
an All State shortstop and also played Ameri-
can Legion baseball. After graduating from 
high school, he played basketball for Fort 
Hays State College in Kansas for two years 
before entering the military.

Meier then went to flight school at Pensaco-
la Naval Air Station, where he learned the ba-
sics of flight and picked up a new nickname.

“Flying starts with what they call ground 
school, where you learn all about aeronau-
tics, engines and how to be an officer,” Meier 
said. He said several of the men in his bar-

racks were from New York, and had gone 
through the La Guardia School of Aeronau-
tics – a vocational school to train mechanics 
for commercial aviation. Completing that 
school gave the men a chance to participate 
in the Naval aviation program.

“They were all from New York, and they 
asked where I was from,” Meier said. When he 
told them he was from Salina, Kansas, they 
told him, “No you’re not, you’re not wearing 
overalls and you don’t have hay seed in your 
hair.”

When they asked Meier his name, and he 
told them it was Myron, they said, “No one is 
named Myron,” and decided to come up with 
a new name for him.

PLEASE SEE MEIER| A2

Raising up disciples of Christ through love, service & example

Sunday Worship

8:30 & 10:30 am

Sunday School 9:30 am

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-2520

www.fumcgatesville.org 

Gatesville
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH

Love. Service. Example.



A2    The Gatesville Messenger WEDNESDAY, Nov. 9, 2022

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

OUR MISSION: The Gatesville Messenger shall provide news and insights to our readers through the independent and impartial presentation of information that educates,  
enriches and entertains. We are proud to be a community newspaper committed to the people we serve.

(ISSN-08944954)    |    P.O. Box 799, Gatesville, TX 76528    |    116 South 6th St., Gatesville, Texas 76528  |  254-865-5212
The Gatesville Messenger is published every Wednesday and Saturday by Messenger Publishing Co. Inc., Periodical class postage paid at Gatesville, TX 76528.

Publisher

SAM HOUSTON
sam@hcnews.com

General Manager

JANICE VELASQUEZ
ad2@gatesvillemessenger.com

DEADLINES:

Submit all news articles,  
classifieds and display advertising 
by 10am Friday for the Wednesday 
issue and 10am Wednesday for the 
Saturday issue. 

Articles about events that have 
occurred 30 days prior to submission 
will not be accepted. However, they 
will be accepted as paid advertise-
ments. 

All articles and advertisments 
must meet our standards and 

newspaper format as determined by 
management.

The Gatesville Messenger  
is not responsible for copy  
omission, typographical error or any 
unintentional error other than to 
publish a correction.

economy slows down 
(which is intended to slow or 
stop inflation).”

The interest rate hikes in 
March and April are just now 
starting to have an effect on 
the economy, Johnson said, 
adding that it typically takes 
around six months before 
the impact.

“I believe we’ll be in a re-
cession in 2023,” he said. 
“Remember that recessions 

usually only last about 10 
months while expansions 
last 69 months on average. 
Over the long term, the econ-
omy grows. Over the short 
term you’ll have blips like 
we’ll experience in the not-
too-distant future.”

Part of what occurs when 
the economy slows down is 
the amount of credit avail-
able for consumers and busi-
nesses to borrow.

“Credit seems to be con-
tracting a little bit – bankers 
may know more about that.”

Local bankers Gary Chum-

ley and Tom Creek agreed, 
saying that there is less cred-
it available now, with Creek 
adding, “most definitely.”

Economic highs and lows, 
just like in other areas of life, 
are part of the natural flow, 
Johnson noted.

“I’m not trying to be a fear 
monger or rant and rave 
about the end of the world,” 
Johnson said. “Most likely 
we’ll go through a recession 
in 2023. It won’t be fun, but 
we’ll get through it.”
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a new name for him.
“They batted around about four 

or five names and then decided I 
should be called Mike,” Meier said. 
The nickname stuck, and many 
people know him by that name to-
day.

Several years later, when he was 
flying and requested to land his 
plane aboard a ship in the Atlantic, 
he identified himself by the name 
Meier. After a pause, the man at the 
radio aboard the ship answered, 
“No one is named Myron.” It was 
either one of his classmates from 
flight school, or someone who had 
heard Meier’s story.

Meier said even his wife, the for-
mer Mary Ann Gorman, who had 
known him as nothing but Myron, 
began to call him Mike.

Meier and Mary Ann had five chil-
dren: David, the oldest, died at age 
40; Laura Meier-Marx; Russell; Lisa 
LeBlanc; and Mary Clarkson.

Meier started his flying career on 
fixed-wing patrol, and had to serve 
as a navigator before advancing to 
the cockpit.

During the height of the Cold War 
between the United States and the 
Soviet Union, aircraft were required 
to enter a narrow zone of the west 
coast to avoid being challenged by 
intercepting U.S. aircraft.

“I navigated from Hawaii to San 
Francisco one time - 13 and a half 
hours,” Meier recalled. The pilot 
asked Meier where they were and 
Meier told him, “Somewhere be-
tween Seattle and San Diego.” How-
ever, all joking aside, Meier had 
successfully navigated the craft to 
the zone it was supposed to enter.

“It was the starting point of my 
career, and I knew I didn’t want to 
be a navigator – I joined the Navy to 
fly,” Meier said.

“I was 22 years old, and they had 
given me a multi-million dollar air-
plane and entrusted me with the 
lives of 10 people. I thought that 
was pretty awesome.”

Meier said as an aviator, he went 
through several deployments, and 
among the most memorable were 
being in close proximity to nuclear 
bomb blasts.

“I got to see six or eight actual 
nuclear blasts,” Meier said. “I saw 
an atomic bomb explode with all its 
splendor, if you want to call it that. 
It was sometimes beautiful but a re-
minder that the reason we had it (in 
case of all-out war) was not so won-
derful. Let’s hope we never have to 
use it. Those blasts make you feel 
so insignificant.”

The tests were at Bikini Atoll, and 
one of Meier’s jobs was to locate 
any ships in the area and turn them 
away from the blast fallout area.

“During the blasts, we put our 
hands over our eye sockets, and I 
could see the bones in my hand. 
The heat from the blast felt like 
somebody ran a blowtorch across 
my back. It made me feel very insig-
nificant.”

Meier’s service in the Pacific dur-
ing the atomic bomb testing was in 
1958.

“After the bomb went off, we had 
radiation safety duty. We’d wash 
the plane off and let it sit for a day 
or maybe a week until the (radia-
tion) half-life was down to where 
we could use it again.”

The military personnel washed 
down and took showers and car-
ried devices to measure the radia-
tion with them.

“I don’t think the military knew 
that much about radiation at that 
time,” Meier said. “Fortunately, I 
was able to have four children af-
terward and all of them are pretty 
normal.”

After patrol squadron duty, Mei-
er served as a flight instructor for 
three years.

“I thought instructing young pi-
lots was an awesome responsibil-
ity,” he said. “I had a reputation for 
being a tough instructor. I had one 
student, an Italian Navy pilot who 
in several instances nearly killed us 
both. I didn’t think he’d ever make 
it. On a critique sheet, he said he 
didn’t like the instructor because 

‘he thought I was God.’”
Meier responded by saying he 

did play the role of God for several 
instances by keeping them from 
crashing and keeping them alive.

“Being an instructor was another 
one of my passions,” Meier said. 
“It made me a much better pilot 
myself.”

Meier then had some interesting 
times in what many people would 
describe as a frozen wasteland.

“One of my most interesting 
tours was in the Antarctic,” he said. 
“I went in with a helicopter detach-
ment on an ice-
breaker.”

He said while he was based in 
the area, there was a tragedy on a 
mountain in New Zealand. He and 
his fellow helicopter pilots flew 
search and rescue missions.

“Being able to help save lives was 
one of my most rewarding experi-
ences,” Meier said.

While stationed in Antarctica, 
Meier and fellow pilots flew scien-
tists on missions. One of the scien-
tists he flew was a Russian, and he 
recalled them watching the Cold 
War era spy thriller “From Russia 
With Love” together and kidding 

each other during the film.
Meier recalled flying another sci-

entist when a storm erupted, and 
despite the adverse conditions – 
including huge snowflakes swirl-
ing about – he was able to get them 
safely back to base.

“His eyes were as big as saucers 
when we landed, and after that, 
he’d never let any other pilot fly 
him,” Meier said. “He insisted that 
I fly him.”

Some of the equipment later 
used in lunar exploration was first 
tested in the extreme conditions of 
the Antarctic.

Although Meier had started in 
fixed wing planes, he was also an 
accomplished helicopter pilot. 
Meier said there was an assumed 
pecking order where fighter pilots 
thought they were the best around, 
while helicopter pilots were usually 
much more humble.

“I got into it a few times with 
fighter pilots,” Meier said. He 
would often tell them if they were 
such hotshots, next time a buddy 
needed help, try rescuing them in 
a fixed wing aircraft instead of a 
helicopter.

“I had some great times and a 
lot of great memories,” Meier said. 
“Not many have experienced some 
of the things I was able to experi-
ence.”

Following his military career, Mei-
er worked for Success Motivation 
Institute, based in Waco, and then 
as a nursing home administrator 
and ombudsman.

He was active for several years in 
the Silver Haired Legislature, help-
ing seniors to have a voice in gov-
ernment, and is still active in the 
Gatesville Exchange Club, which 
promotes patriotism and volunteer 
service.

“My retirement life has been 
spent giving back to the communi-
ty,” Meier said, adding that the oath 
he took as a military officer to pro-
tect and serve his country is some-
thing he has “lived by ever since.”

MEIER
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Retired U.S. Navy Capt. Mike Meier is active in the Gatesville Exchange Club.

County leaders talk about 
engineering, floodplains

BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Coryell County leaders discussed the abil-
ity of the county’s road and bridge depart-
ment to negotiate contracts with a trio of 
engineering firms to expedite work when a 
work contract is less than $50,000, and also 
talked about the need for a designated flood-
plain manager.

County Attorney Brandon Belt said Justin 
Latham and Justin Mannix of the department 
“are very interesting in having engineering 
for projects immediately” on items that are 
considered routine and often more time-sen-
sitive.

The Coryell County Commissioners Court 
approved RFQs (requests for proposals) 
from LAN, Mitchell & Associates and the MRB 
Group, which have offices in Central Texas.

“I think letting them have a good bit of 
latitude on subdivision (engineering work) 
and floodplain (engineering) is good,” Belt 
told the court. “They’re the ones who get the 
permits and they’ve got money budgeted for 
projects.”

Commissioner Scott Weddle said rather 
than having an open-ended dollar amount for 

contracts, the commissioners court should 
specify a certain cap - after which approval of 
the commissioners court would be required.

“I believe you could get an engineering 
study on a pretty significant-sized bridge for 
$50,000,” Belt said. “They (Latham and Man-
nix) need to know what they can and can’t do 
- what they’re authorized to do.”

Commissioner Kyle Matthews suggested 
the road and bridge department leadership 
be given leeway of approving engineering 
contracts up to $50,000.

County Judge Roger Miller said LAN has 
talked with county officials about a drainage 
analysis they are doing in Copperas Cove and 
adjacent areas.

“I think we need floodplain management 
proposals from all three (LAN, MRB and 
Mitchell & Associates),” Matthews said.

Belt said based on dealings with all three, 
LAN and MRB were likely to be most inter-
ested in serving as the county’s floodplain 
manager. He said the county already has a 
contract with Walker Partner Engineers and 
Surveyors of Waco to provide services, as 
well.

‘Ironhorse’ welcomes new commander

Col. Christopher Dempsey took command 
of 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team “Iron-
horse,” 1st Cavalry Division during a tradi-
tional ceremony held on Cooper Field at Fort 
Hood on Nov. 3.

Dempsey began his career as an armor of-
ficer serving with 1st Squadron, 7th Cavalry 

Regiment, 1st CAV Division as a tank platoon 
leader. After leaving the First Team, Dempsey 
gained in-depth experience while serving at 
the tactical, operational and strategic levels 
of command in staff and command positions 
both in garrison and in support of combat 
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

Following the recent death 
of Queen Elizabeth II, it was 

SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is the publisher 
of the Hood County News. 
He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and 
entertainment producer/pro-
moter.

Originally, the name of 
my column was carefully 
selected to give the reader 
a mental image of someone 
sitting on their front porch 
and visiting with friends. I 
hoped it to be a forum where 
neighborly discussions could 
take place and whether it be 
a message, a story, or an an-

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Renaming my column would not be enough
ecdote, the reader would feel 
engaged. With this edition of 
the Hood County News, we 
celebrate Veterans Day and 
as I take keyboard in hand, I 
feel like the name of this col-
umn for today should be “My 
Bended Knees.” 

I suggest “bended knees” 
because each one of us 
should get down on our 
knees and be thankful for 
the service each one of our 
military veterans has per-
formed in the name of our 
country. As hard as I try to 
imagine the depravation at 
Valley Forge, the mud at Ver-
dun, the cold at the Chosin 
Reservoir, and the absolute 
carnage at Gettysburg, I 
know I cannot truly compre-
hend the depth of how our 
men and women in uniform 
have sacrificed. Without be-
ing there, how could I pos-
sibly “know” the black volca-
nic ash of Iwo Jima, the deep 
blue waters of the Coral Sea, 
or the sound of shells as they 
landed at Khe Sahn? 

From Bunker Hill to Bagh-
dad, our veterans have 
fought, suffered and en-

dured so our flag might still 
wave and so all of us could 
be free. Pitifully, I think we 
sometimes take that free-
dom and their sacrifice for 
granted. The veterans have 
done such a good job of 
protecting us that many feel 
impervious to what fortunes 
might have been at Shiloh, 
Guadalcanal, or on D-Day. 
How except for the bravery 
and sacrifice of a few, the 
history of the world might 
have shifted in an unimagi-
nable way. Without a doubt, 
our country would not still 
be standing if not for the 
vigilance and dedication of 
our vets.

I think many times when 
discussing vets, the public 
focuses only on the men and 
women who served on the 
battlefield, but the reality 
is that many vets never see 
combat. This does not in any 
way minimize their contribu-
tion. No matter their assign-
ment, all of our vets serve 
vital roles and need to be 
appreciated, supported and 
thanked.

I was turned down for 
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Queen Elizabeth’s processional from Buckingham Palace to Westminster Abbey during coronation, wit-
nessed by James McGlothlin of Gatesville and nearly three million other spectators.

Local soldier witnessed 
the 1953 coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth

announced by Buckingham 
Palace that her successor, 
Prince Charles, will have his 
coronation ceremony on May 
6, 2023, where he will formal-

ly become King Charles III, 
seventy years following his 
mother’s coronation in 1953.

The coronation ceremony 
of Queen Elizabeth II oc-
curred on June 2, 1953, at 
Westminster Abbey in Lon-
don. Her coronation was the 
first major world even to be 
broadcast internationally on 
television so that the world 
could witness the elaborate 
ceremony.

In 1953, the coronation 
route from Buckingham Pal-
ace to Westminster Abbey 
was lined with approximately 
three million spectators and 
well-wishers from across 
the British Empire who were 
gathered on the streets of 
London. One of those specta-
tors included Gatesville na-
tive, James McGlothlin.

McGlothlin, who was born 
in Coryell County in 1931, 
joined the U.S. Army fol-
lowing his graduation from 
Gatesville High School in 
1949. According to his 
daughter, Betsy McGlothlin 
Clark, he was stationed in 
Europe at age 21, mainly in 
London. “My father was able 
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While stationed in London, McGlothlin is shown on leave visiting in 
London’s Hyde Park.

to see the procession that 
was taking Queen Elizabeth 
to Westminster Abbey. My 
dad said that he was actu-
ally able to see the Queen in 
her carriage since he had a 
great place to stand among 
the throngs of people lining 
the streets,” Clark recalls. “He 
would demonstrate her royal 
wave for us kids and told of 
how pretty the young queen 
was and how ornate her car-
riage was,” she said. The 
golden coach that transport-
ed the young monarch to the 
Abbey was drawn by eight 

horses and had been used by 
the British Royal Family since 
1760.

“That was a big deal for 
that young sergeant who had 
barely left Coryell County. 
It was also a big deal to hear 
this story as he was normally 
a man of few words. Appar-
ently, seeing the Queen made 
quite an impression on him,” 
Clark said.

Following his discharge 
from the Army, McGlothlin 
returned to central Texas 
where he worked for Rock-
etdyne in McGregor for 19 

years. In 1975, he became the 
City Secretary in Gatesville 
and would remain in that po-
sition for 20 years until his 
retirement in 1995. Following 
his retirement, he served on 
the Gatesville City Council.

McGlothlin died in 2008 at 
the age of 77 and is buried 
in the Masonic Cemetery in 
Gatesville. To this day, his 
children continue to remem-
ber his remarkable stories 
and his legacy – including his 
story of seeing Queen Eliza-
beth’s legendary procession 
in 1953.

military service. I would have 
gone if I had been accepted. 
My father served, as did my 
uncles and nephew. I will al-
ways feel somewhat unful-
filled that I did not serve my 
turn, but it was not meant 
to be. I love my country and 
what she stands for. It is 
why there is a tear in my eye 
as I write this column. The 
emotion and depth of my ap-
preciation for our veterans is 
overwhelming. 

Please enjoy our special 
veterans section. It makes 
me very proud to be a part of 
an organization that wanted 
to create a veteran’s tribute 
and give all of us the chance 
to say, “Thank you.” 

God bless each one of you 
veterans and please accept 
our eternal thanks and ap-
preciation.

Thought for the day: “Nev-
er was so much owed by so 
many to so few” — Winston 
Churchill.

Until next time.
sam@hcnews.com | 817-

573-7066, ext. 260

The next Morris Federa-
tion meeting will be at 10:15 
a.m. on Saturday, Nov.12, 
in the James Coryell Room 
at the Coryell Museum and 
Historical Center. The guest 
speaker will be local artist, 
Wendy Bye, who will be pre-
senting a program entitled 
“What’s My Line?” Her pre-
sentation will involve some 
hands-on activities for all 
the members. They will also 
have two ladies submitting 
applications for member-
ship. 

Hostesses/greeters for 
this meeting will be Natha 
Thompson, Grace Tennison 
and Laura White.

Organizers hope to see a 
large turnout for this meet-
ing.

Morris 
Federation 
to meet 
Nov. 12
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er was reported in the 1100 
block of Golf Course Road.

8:08 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 4000 block of 
FM 929.

9:40 a.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in the 
1100 block of W. Main Street.

12:25 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 3300 block of 
E. Main Street.

3:35 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1500 block of 
Mills Street.

9:54 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2200 
block of Bridge Street.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Nov. 3

10:10 a.m., identity theft 
was reported in the 5200 
block of FM 929.

11:14 a.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
1500 block of Quail Creek 
Drive.

11:50 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
215 at CR 247.

1:34 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
100 block of Herb Road.

2:43 p.m., shots being 
fired was reported in the 100 
block of FM 1996.

3:10 p.m., fraud was re-
ported in the 300 block of 
FM 107.
Nov. 4

1:18 a.m., suspicious activ-
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DYLAN MANLEY
from

Christians United For Israel
* * * * * * * *

Will speak on the Biblical mandate for 
supporting Israel

and the rise of Anti-Semitism 
in America

2518 East Main Street, Gatesville, TX 76528  |  254-865-2948  |   www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist 

Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

Sunday, November 13th

6:00 P.M.

Everyone is welcome!

HORNET

STORAGE II

PLEASE CALL 

254-248-7930

UNIT SIZES
10 X 10 $50/month

10 X 20 $100/month

NOW LEASING...

Gatesville, Texas

This is to address the de-
plorable situation in Gates-
ville with our primary inter-
net provider, CenturyLink. 

A new company, Bright-
speed, has purchased part 
of CenturyLink to handle 
the internet. Since that has 
occurred, everyone we have 
spoken with that is using 
CenturyLink for their internet 
and email has major issues. 
The upload speed at our 
home is .07 which is almost 
non-existent. The internet 
continues to go in and out, 
it has messed up emails to a 
point that it is almost unus-
able, and you cannot find 
anyone to talk to. Bright-
speed answers the phone but 
the technicians that came to 
our home this past Monday 
told us they only deal with 
internet, not email. When we 
call CenturyLink, they im-
mediately transfer you to 
Brightspeed, which has no 
help at all.

The City of Gatesville needs 

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

In August of this year, the original stone walls located in the Dawson Cooper Hall of the Coryell Museum underwent extensive repair work which resulted in the partial removal of the Coryell County miliary exhibit 
which was located within the room. The repair work was recently completed, and the military exhibit was returned to its original location which now includes a few additional exhibits just in time for Veterans Day.
Rhonda Mohler and Sherry Hopson, Coryell Museum board members and directors of the exhibits committee, added a few more displays to the military exhibit including the Korean Conflict and Iraqi Freedom. 
The exhibit primarily includes Coryell County’s veterans and their involvement during the war years. The exhibit also contains a display case featuring female veterans and the roles they played during the war.

ADDITIONS MADE TO MILITARY EXHIBIT AT CORYELL MUSEUM

to do something about this 
immediately! We have spoken 
to the City Manager’s office 
and they are experiencing the 
same issues we are. We have 
spoken to repair people who 
have multiple customers ex-
periencing these same issues, 
yet the City of Gatesville is 
doing nothing to resolve this 
problem or find us all anoth-
er provider.

There are funds that have 
been designated for rural in-
ternet service, but where are 
those funds, and why can’t 
our city leaders access those 
funds, or demand or even 
encourage those dollars be 
spent right here in Coryell 
County, specifically Gates-
ville.

If you are experiencing 
these issues, call the city 
leaders and demand action. 
Lots of voices speak much 
louder than just ours.

Don and Marcia Strieber 
Gatesville

The DISPATCH

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Nov. 3

3:17 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2100 

Veterans Day closings will 
occur on Friday, Nov. 11 to 
honor our veterans. The clos-
ings will include the follow-
ing: 

GOVERNMENT 
The City of Gatesville will 

be closed. The City of Ogles-
by and the City of Evant will 
be closed. The Coryell Coun-
ty Courthouse will be closed, 
and the Farm Service Agency 
will be closed. 

Veterans Day closings announced
SCHOOLS 
Gatesville ISD schools will 

hold classes and the admin-
istration office will be open. 
Jonesboro, Oglesby and 
Evant schools will remain 
open. The Boys and Girls 
Club will remain open on 
Nov. 11 and operate under 
their normal hours. 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
Extraco Bank, Cadence 

Bank, Educator’s Credit 

Union and the First Na-
tional Banks of Gatesville, 
Evant, and Oglesby will all be 
closed. 

POST OFFICES 
All local post offices will be 

closed on Friday in the sur-
rounding area. Box service 
will not be provided on that 
day. 

LIBRARY 
The Gatesville Public Li-

brary will be closed on Fri-

day, Nov. 11. 
SENIOR CENTER 
The Gatesville Multi Service 

Center will be closed on Fri-
day, Nov. 11. 

MUSEUM 
The Coryell Museum and 

Historical Center will remain 
open on Veterans Day. 

 The Gatesville Messenger 
will be operating at normal 
hours on Friday, Nov. 11. 

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of Nov. 3-6. While there were many 
calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should 
be made to 911, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

block of CR 251.
6:50 a.m., an accident was 

reported in the 1600 block of 
W. Main Street.

8:27 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2800 block of S. 
State Highway 36.

10:31 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1600 
block of Waco Street.

7:10 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 600 
block of E. Leon Street.

8:34 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 1200 block of E. 
Main Street.
Nov. 4

12:56 a.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 200 
block of State Highway 36 
Bypass.

1:41 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
1700 block of E. Main Street.

11:02 a.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 600 
block of E. Main Street.

3:47 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 16000 block 
of S. State Highway 36.

5:56 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1200 
block of E. Main Street.

6:01 p.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in the 
400 block of N. 14th Street.
Nov. 5

10:33 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Ash Drive.

2:37 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 400 
block of N. State Highway 36.

2:39 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 2600 block of 
FM 215.

3:33 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 700 
block of Bone Road.

6:37 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 400 
block of FM 107.

6:43 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported at the Rodeway 
Inn.
Nov. 6

12:42 a.m., a reckless driv-

ity was reported in the 100 
block of Sims Circle.

9:07 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
3400 block of CR 225.

3:09 p.m., a grass fire was 
reported on Oak Springs 
Road at CR 3220.

3:51 p.m., a minor accident 
was reported in the 16000 
block of S. Highway 36.

5:46 p.m., a major accident 
was reported in the 12000 
block of Highway 84.

10:40 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported on E. 
Highway 84 near Grace Bible 
Church.
Nov. 5

12:37 a.m., a major acci-
dent was reported on S. High-
way 36 near CR 341.

5:11 a.m., a prowler was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Vista Circle.

10:59 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on High-
way 84 at CR 308.

6:36 p.m., an out-of-control 
burn was reported in the 400 
block of Branson Lane.

7:34 p.m., a dog bite was 
reported in the 700 block of 
CR 131.

9:59 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
700 block of Flintrock.
Nov. 6

1:02 a.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
1500 block of Quail Mead-
ows.

8:14 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
300 block of CR 347.

9:10 a.m., a stolen vehicle 
was reported in the 1100 
block of King Country Road.

10:10 a.m., vandalism was 
reported on FM 185 and CR 
265.

12:42 p.m., a minor acci-
dent was reported on S. High-
way 36 near CR 356.

6:25 p.m., illegal burning 
was reported in the 14000 
block of E. Highway 84.

The Chamber of Com-
merce will have its annual 
Corks and Kegs event on 
Saturday, Nov. 12. The event 
will be held on the court-
house square in Gatesville. 
Corks and Kegs will begin 
at 5 p.m. and will continue 
until 8 p.m. There will be 

plenty of beer, wine, coffee, 
shopping, and entertain-
ment. 

 One ticket plus a choice 
of one beer mug or one wine 
glass will cost $25. Admis-
sion without the mug or 
glass will cost $15. Corks 
and Kegs donations are wel-

come. 
 The courthouse square 

is located at 620 East Main 
Street in Gatesville. 

For more information on 
Corks and Kegs contact the 
Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce at 254-865-2617. 

Annual Corks & Kegs Saturday
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528
FREE INSPECTIONS – 254-223-1971

Brian Riddle
Project Manager

brianriddlerunningmroofing@gmail.com

Commercial • Residential • Claims Specialists

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

TACLB69146E

Text your service request 

in to 254-216-3372

12 months 0% interest 

W.A.C.

After hours

service available

We do warranty & service all brands

Ryan Warren

254-865-9188
P.O. Box 1061 

Gatesville, TX

• New Construction

• Changeouts

• Service

• Repair

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Advertise.
Inspire. Sell.

Contact Bailey to reserve this 

space, 254-865-5212.

Building Supplies
WHITTW

ADAM DEIKE

SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.772.8147 Mobile

254.865.9137 Fax
adam.deike@wbsupplies.com

In recognition of Dia de 
los Muertos, the Gates-
ville High School Spanish 
Department decorated 
outside their classrooms. 

Dia de los Muertos, 
which means Day of 
the Dead, is a holiday 
observed, especially for 
those of Mexican descent. 
The multi-day holiday in-
volves family and friends 
gathering to pay respects 
and to remember friends 
and family members who 
have died.

Spanish teachers Ju-
lia Incerpi Diaz, Anita 
Robles and Sara Olvera, 
with help from students, 
created the festive décor 
with paper.

Students also creat-
ed an ofrenda, or altar, 
which is created by fam-
ily members of a person 
who has died, to welcome 
them during the holiday 
season. 

GHS Spanish Club decorates for Dia de los Muertos

 COURTESY PHOTO BY JULIA INCERPI DIAZ

A door outside of the Spanish Club classroom decorated by Spanish teacher Julia 
Incerpi Diaz.

 COURTESY PHOTO BY JULIA INCERPI DIAZ

A Catrina, created by Spanish teacher Sara Olvera, is a festive symbol of Dia de los Muertos.

 COURTESY PHOTO BY JULIA INCERPI DIAZ

An ofrenda, or altar, created by GHS Spanish students.

 COURTESY PHOTO BY 

JULIA INCERPI DIAZ

A butterfly created by Span-
ish teacher Anita Robles in 
the hallway near the Span-
ish Club classrooms.
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Ghana: Hooting at Hunger
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In parts of Ghana, people 
celebrate a festival called 
Hooting at Hunger.

Years ago, a severe famine 
broke out among the people. 
The people put all of their 
energy into growing yams 
and soon had a big crop. Their 
hunger ended, and, with great 
joy, they “hooted at 
hunger.” This is the 
meaning of their name for 
their day of thanksgiving. 
Write down the letters on the 
correct path of the maze 
to the celebration’s name.

Japan: Labor Thanksgiving Day

China: Moon Festival

Canadian Thanksgiving

Ancient Greece

Thank the 
Helpers

Standards Link: Language 
Arts: Communicate ideas in 

letter format.

Write a letter to the 
editor of your local 
newspaper thanking 

the community 
helpers such as 

police, firefighters, 
teachers, hospital 

workers and more.

Thanksgiving celebrations go back 
thousands of years in some parts 
of the world.

In ancient Greek mythology, 
baby Zeus was fed by a 
goat foster-mother named 
Amalthea. One day, he 
broke off one of her horns. 
Food began to pour out of 
the horn. This is the story 
of the “horn of plenty,” 
a familiar symbol of 
Thanksgiving in the 
U.S.A. today.

Circle every other letter to discover 
another name for the “horn of plenty.”

All but one of these mooncakes 
has an identical twin. Can you 
find the unique mooncake?

Use the code to discover what 
the Japanese call their special 

thanksgiving celebration.

B C T O H R Y
N B U L C N

O M P S I F A

Long ago, people in Japan celebrated the harvest. As 
time went on, their day of giving thanks became a time 
to thank the workers who grew and harvested their food. 

   Today, Japan celebrates a Labor 
                          Thanksgiving Day. It’s a day to show gratitude 
     for the workers in the community. School 
      children make colorful thank you cards and 
gifts for the police, firefighters and hospital workers.

A H I K N O R S

China’s harvest celebration is called the Mid-Autumn 
Festival, the Moon Festival or the Mooncake Festival.

Families gather to eat 
different kinds of round 
foods that symbolize the 
moon. These include eggs 
and mooncakes. Tea is 
served in round cups.

Mooncakes are round 
pastries that are filled 
with a sweet filling. 

Which Country?
On the first full moon in autumn, 
people in this country celebrate a 

thanksgiving holiday. Families get 
together to share food and give 
thanks for the harvest. In the 

evening, they take walks to enjoy 
the beauty of the full harvest moon. 

They call the holiday Chuseok.

Unscramble the letters to discover which 
country celebrates Chuseok.

United Kingdom

Hold this page up to a mirror 
to read this paragraph!

Thanksgiving Day in Canada is celebrated on 
the second Monday in October. It was originally 
celebrated by an English explorer, Sir Martin 
Frobisher. When his ship reached Canada, he 
gave thanks for a safe arrival.

What year did Sir Martin 
Frobisher reach Canada? 

Complete this math 
problem to reveal 

the year.

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 50

People around the world are grateful for a good 
harvest. A good harvest in the fall means there 

will be plenty of food for all. 

I’m Thankful!
Think back on things that have 

happened since last Thanksgiving. 
What are you thankful for that 

happened this past year?

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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ARRIVAL

CROP

FARMING

FOOD

FULL

GOAT

HARVEST

HORN

HOSPITAL

LABOR

POLICE

TEACHERS

WALKS

WRITE

YAMS

Use crayons or markers to create a newspaper 
advertisement to convince people to donate 
food or clothing to needy families during the 
holidays. Send your completed ad to the 
editor of the newspaper.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple 
written directions.

Thankfulness is Caring

Erntedankfest

Work with a family member to 
number the pictures in order to 
show how wheat grows from a 
seed to become bread. It takes 

workers at every step to get 
the bread to people.

Seeds are planted.

Wheat grows from seed.

Grain is removed from the 
plant.

Wheat grains are ground 
into flour.

Flour is made into bread.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Germany calls its 
Thanksgiving Erntedankfest. 
People take to the streets in 
parades. Some carry harvest 
crowns made of grains, fruit 

and flowers.

The Gatesville Primary 
School is selling bees this 
year to raise money for Food 
for Families. The competi-
tion will continue through 

Students at Gatesville Inde-
pendent School District were 
recently able to participate 
in a partnership with the Co-
ryell Museum and Historical 
Center to recognize veter-
ans through artwork. Coryell 
Museum volunteer, Scott 
Alexander, first approached 
GISD superintendent, Dr. Bar-
rett Pollard, about the pos-
sibility of including student 
awareness with veterans and 
incorporating that with the 
museum. 

“This started out as a part-
nership between the school 
district and the museum,” 
Alexander said. After meet-
ing with Dr. Pollard, the two 
decided to have an artwork 

Jonesboro ISD is start-
ing up their annual Food for 
Families Drive. The dead-
line for all donations is 
Wed, Nov. 16. There will be 
three different methods of 
participation, and students 
will be awarded with a pizza 
luncheon at the park if they 
reach the goal amount. 

Money and donations will 
be accepted after the dead-
line, but for your student to 
participate in the pizza lun-

 The Oglesby Livestock 
Booster Club will host a 
catfish dinner, auction and 
raffle on Saturday, Nov 12. 
The event will be held at the 
Oglesby Community Center, 
beginning at 5 p.m. and will 

On Wed, Nov. 16, Oglesby 
ISD will hold their annual 
Thanksgiving feast. A form 
was sent home with OISD 
students with the times 
listed for each Thanksgiv-
ing feast per grade level. The 
bottom of the form should 
have been filled out and 
turned in by Thurs, Nov. 4. 
One adult will cost $4.50, 

PHOTO BY DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

GISD artwork displayed at the Coryell Museum.

GISD students display Veterans 
Day artwork at Coryell Museum

competition showcasing Vet-
erans Day at the museum us-
ing artwork from kindergar-
ten through 12th grade. 

“We are trying to get kids 
to visit the museum and 
learn about local and state 
history,” Alexander said. In 
reference to the partnership, 
Pollard said, “Scott and I as 
well as other museum volun-
teers brainstormed several 
collaborative projects. The 
first idea was a Veterans Day 
showcase.”

The display of student art-
work honoring veterans at 
the museum includes the fol-
lowing students: first grade, 
Kamdyn Redford; second 
grade, Chance Farley; third 

grade, Slater Steel; sixth 
grade students Juliett Me-
dina, Allie McPherson, Mollie 
Ingraham, Veronika Hankins-
Bowyer, Peyton Richie, Aman-
da Campos, Sariah Foster, 
Shyla Cleveland; eighth grade 
students Sariah Trayah, Ash-
lynn Slaughter, Ryan Connol-
ly; 10th grade students Lillian 
Alexander, Callie Smith; 11th 
grade, Jana Kroeger; and 12th 
grade, Dillon Tyson.

Visitors are encouraged 
to visit the museum to see 
the amazing Veterans Day 
artwork created by GISD stu-
dents. Coryell Museum and 
Historical Center is located at 
718 E. Main Street in Gates-
ville.

Gatesville Primary School to 
hold Food for Families Drive

Wednesday, Nov. 16. 
One bee will cost $1 each 

or three cans of food. The 
class with the biggest swarm 
of bees will win a pizza 

party. 
For more information, 

call the Gatesville Primary 
School at 254-865-7264. 

Oglesby ISD to hold annual 
Thanksgiving feast Nov. 16

and for a child who is not en-
rolled in OISD, the cost will 
be $3.

 There will only be allowed 
two guests per child. The 
guests will need to stay only 
during the lunch time of 
their student. Names will be 
checked, and money will be 
taken at the door. Payment 
options will include cash 

or check only. Do not bring 
outside food unless your 
student brings a lunch box 
in the morning. To-go plates 
will not be available. 

Oglesby Independent 
School District is located at 
125 College Ave. in Ogles-
by. For more information, 
please contact Oglesby ISD 
at 254-456-2271. 

Jonesboro school district holds 
various charity drives 

cheon, your donation must 
be received on or before Nov. 
16. 

Students who donate 
$35 or 35 pounds of food 
will take part in the pizza 
luncheon. Payment options 
include either cash or check. 
Make checks out to “Food for 
Families.” Another option 
would be donating through 
the Backpack Program. All 
items donated for this cause 
will stay within the Jones-

boro community. Items 
given for this should have a 
total value of $35 or a weight 
of 35 pounds. If possible, 
please include a copy of the 
receipt. The last method of 
donation will consist of writ-
ing 35 letters or thank-you 
cards to military personal or 
nursing home residents. 

For more information, con-
tact Mrs. Necessary at 254-
463-2111. 

Oglesby Livestock Booster 
Club event to be held Nov. 12

continue until 7 p.m. 
The ticket price will be $50 

and will include dinner for 
two. There will be two grand 
prize drawings, with a total 
MSRP value of $500 each. 
Donations for the auction are 

welcomed. 
The Oglesby Community 

Center is located at 118 Main 
Street in Oglesby. For more 
information on this event, 
call 254-456-2271.  

A “Neighbors Supporting 
Neighbors” car show and toy 
drive will take place at Bare 
Bones Barbeque on Saturday, 
Nov. 19, at 10 a.m. “Neighbor 
Supporting Neighbors” al-
lows the community to show 
support to the young neigh-

Neighbors Supporting Neighbors 
car show to be held Nov. 19

bors for the roles they play.
There will be an entry fee 

of one unwrapped toy, mini-
mum $10 value. Car show 
judging will end at 12:30 
p.m., and the winners will be 
announced at 1:30 p.m. This 
will include handing out tro-

phies and door prizes. There 
will be a chance to take a pho-
to with Santa as well.

Bare Bones Barbeque is lo-
cated at 4305 TX-36 in Gates-
ville. For more information 
about this event, call 254-
248-1441.
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OBITUARIES

HELEN MARIE 
GOOCH VENCILL
Aug. 4, 1931 – Nov. 2, 2022

Helen Marie Gooch Vencill, 
age 91, of Arlington, formerly 
of Copperas Cove, passed 
away on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 2, 2022, in Mansfield. 

Graveside services were 
held at 1 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
8, at Hemmeline Cemetery 
near Gatesville.

Helen was born on August 
4, 1931, in Coryell County, 
to the late Theodore Maburn 
Gooch and Mattie Mae Lary 
Gooch Poe. She grew up in the 
Gatesville community and 
graduated from Gatesville 
High School in 1949. She mar-
ried O.W. (Buddy) Vencill on 
Sept. 6, 1952, in Killeen. They 

BETSY CLARK
Pearl News Correspondent

A Report on the Activi-
ties of the Teeny Weeny, 
Turquoise Greeny, Stringy 
Bikini’s Halloween Adven-
tures by Callyn Reese Clark 
(age 9) in collaboration 
with Grammie Clark (don’t 
you dare ask!):

As you have probably al-
ready surmised, the Stringy 
Bikini struck again on Hal-
loween night in the Pearl 
vicinity. The neighbors 
who saw the escapade were 
shocked and stunned. It all 
began when the atrocious 
apparel escaped from what 
Pearlites thought was its 
secure confines in the Pearl 
Cottage Bookstore. Alas, 
no. 

At their last meeting, Mor-
ris Federation members were 
entertained by M.J. Wofford, 
who presented a program on 
Dale Evans. Wofford earned 
a bachelor’s from Baylor Uni-
versity and a master’s from 
the University of Texas, with 
majors in history and Eng-
lish. She taught in second-
ary schools and community 
colleges in Texas and Ari-
zona. After marrying Louis 
Wofford, the couple decided 
to retire and build a house 
in Leakey, Texas. While 
they were visiting in nearby 
Uvalde, they stumbled upon 
a small museum in the Janey 
Slaughter Briscoe Grand 
Opera House. There they 
learned that Uvalde was the 
birthplace of Dale Evans. 
One thing led to another, and 
she began to research Dale 
Evans as well as meet some 
friends and family members 
who knew Dale and Roy Rog-
ers, and were willing to share 
some of their stories with 
her. Wofford’s interest grew 
into a desire to do a program 
on Dale Evans.

Her story was much more 
than a biographical collec-
tion of names, places, dates, 
and events. It dealt with 
Dale’s life from her child-
hood (born Frances Octa-
via Smith) to the family’s 
move to Arkansas. There, 
she flourished in school, 
skipping two grades, and 
made her first commitment 
to Jesus. She played piano 
and loved to sing and dance 
(sometimes down the aisle at 
church during a lively gospel 
song). At age 14, she started 
noticing boys and eloped 
with Thomas Fredrick Fox. A 
year later, she found herself 
deserted at age 15 with a 
baby (Tom) to raise. Wof-
ford follows Dale through 

JANN DWORSKY
Coryell County Museum 
Volunteer

Coryell Museum would 
like to thank all our Vet-
erans for their service 
and dedication to keeping 
America free. Come and 
see our military exhibit that 
contains many different 
uniforms, helmets, shells, 
weapons, and pictures 
mostly from our own Cory-
ell County men. We are open 
Wednesday thru Saturday 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Please 
call 865-7007 to rent the 
Gilbreath or Coryell rooms 
or to arrange a tour for your 
group, even after hours.

Coryell County News Nov. 
10, 1942: 

“Fortresses Blast Ab-
beville, France. U.S. Fly-
ing Fortresses blasted the 
great German air base at 
Abbeville and other targets 
in occupied France today 
in an operation obviously 
designed to keep the Luft-
waffe pinned down in west-
ern Europe to prevent it 
from joining the new action 
in Africa.”  

(In 1930’s the Boeing 
Company developed the 
B-17 Bomber aircraft. It 
was called the Flying For-
tress and was a four engine 
heavy bomber aircraft. It 
was a very effective weap-
ons system, dropping more 
bombs during the war than 
any other American aircraft. 
The average life expectancy 
of a pilot of an Eighth Air 
Force B-17 in late 1943 was 
11 missions.)

Cairo, Nov. 8 (UP) “The 
surviving bulk of Field 
Marshal Erwin Rommel’s 
shattered Africa corps has 
crossed the border in Libya 
and the battle for Egypt has 
ended in a smashing allied 
triumph assuming greater 
proportions each hour it 
was announced tonight. 
Only about 30,000 nazis re-
main uncaptured.”

Washington, Nov. 8 (PA) 
“The probable sinkings of a 
Japanese light cruiser and a 
destroyer in the vicinity of 
the Solomon Islands Satur-
day was announced today 
by the navy, which reported 
that advance of Americana 
troops eastward on Guadal-
canal Island was continu-
ing.” (The Solomon Islands 
are a collection of islands 
approximately 2,000 north-

resided in Killeen, various 
military bases, and retired 
to Copperas Cove. Her hus-
band preceded her in death 
on June 26, 1996. Helen was 
a civil service employee at Ft. 
Hood as an accountant, until 
her retirement in 1987 with 
over 30 years of service. She 
moved to Arlington in 1999 
and has resided with her 
daughter’s family since 2007. 

Helen is survived by her 
daughter, Jacquelynn Adams 
and family, of Arlington; sis-
ter, Nanita Gooch Gormley, of 
Arlington; two great- grand-
children and five step great-
grandchildren, thirteen step 
great, great-grandchildren 
and numerous nieces, neph-
ews and other loving family 
members.

Morris Federation welcomed program 
about Dale Evans at their last meeting

COURTESY PHOTO BY THE TEXAS STATE 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Dale Evans

her struggles to find a job in 
music or at a radio station 
in Memphis, Chicago, Lou-
isville, Dallas and Chicago 
once again. It was during 
her time in Louisville at sta-
tion WHAS that producers 
changed her name to Dale 
Evans because it was easier 
to remember and easier for 
DJs to pronounce. While 
there, she was contacted by a 
Hollywood agent who heard 
her sing “Shine on Harvest 
Moon” and wanted her to fly 
out for a screen test. She had 
a horrendous flight, endured 
a big makeover, but received 
a contract from 20th Century 
Fox. Wofford can fill in funny 
details about Dale’s trip and 
arrival in California. The pic-
ture was shelved when Pearl 
Harbor was attacked, and the 
U.S. entered World War II.

Republic movies wanted to 
feature Dale in a western-fla-
vored musical starring Roy 
Rogers who was becoming 
very famous. (His original 
name was Leonard Franklin 
Slye). Eventually she ended 
up working with Roy, who 
gave her many tips on rid-
ing a horse since she had not 
been on one since age seven. 
She didn’t know which side 
of the horse to get up on and 
had to be shown how to hold 
the reins. More than once, 
Roy came to her rescue, lit-
erally. The first movie they 
made was “The Cowboy and 
the Señorita.” Dale went on 
to make about 30 movies 
and was paired up with Roy 
in nine films.

Roy and his wife, Arlene, 
had one adopted daughter, 
Cheryl, and one daughter of 
their own, Linda Lou. They 
were awaiting the birth of 
a son, Roy Jr. “Dusty,” but 
sadly Arlene died shortly 
after his birth. Time passed, 

and Dale and 
Roy devel-
oped a rap-
port based 
on their 
struggles 
and difficul-
ties. Gradu-
ally, they be-
came more 
attracted to 
one another, 
and in 1947, 
they were 
married. 

Wofford 
spoke of 
their very 
late wedding 
ceremony, 
as well about 
Roy’s sug-
gestion on 
the second 

night of their honeymoon to 
go on a raccoon hunt. It was 
Dale’s first and last raccoon 
hunt.

A child, Robin Elizabeth, 
was born to them a little over 
a year later. She had Down 
Syndrome. Doctors advised 
the parents to put her in an 
institution as soon as possi-
ble, but Roy said, “We’ll just 
take her home and raise her 
the best we can and trust the 
rest to God.” She died before 
age two. Dale’s book, “Angel 
Unaware,” was about Robin. 

Roy and Dale went on to 
adopt four more children 
and to foster one more. They 
were Debbie, a North Korean 
orphan, who was killed in 
a bus/car accident on her 
way home from a Christian 
meeting (Dale wrote an-
other book, “Dearest Deb-
bie,” about her); an abused 
child, John David “Sandy,” 
who died after a drinking 
binge in Germany, celebrat-
ing his earning his stripes; 
and Mary Little Doe “Dodie” 
who was Native American. 
The home’s policy was only 
to adopt Native Americans 
to a family with at least one 
parent of that heritage. Roy 
had some Choctaw heritage. 
The last child was a foster 
child from Scotland, Marion 
or “Mimi,” but she was al-

ways considered an adop-
tee. Three of the children are 
still living: Cheryl, Dusty and 
Dodie.

Of course, Dale and Roy 
became famous and made 
many contributions to the 
entertainment business, 
both in movies and televi-
sion. They received numer-
ous accolades – two stars 
on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame, induction into many 
Cowboy/Cowgirl Halls of 
Fame, and recognition for 
their acting careers, as well 
as for their music, devotion 
to Christianity, concern for 
orphans and disabled chil-
dren, and for their adopted 
family. Dale wrote over 200 
songs and quite a number 
of books. Roy died in 1998, 
after more than 51 years of 
marriage. Dale Evans died in 
2001, but in her wheelchair, 
she was still doing a Chris-
tian show called “A Date with 
Dale.”

Wofford shared many 
personal and funny stories 
gleaned from talking with 
friends and family who knew 
Dale best. Her presentation 
was a true tribute to Dale 
(and Roy), revealing so much 
about their character and 
personality and the legacy 
they left behind.

COURTESY PHOTO

M. J. Wofford gives presentation on Dale Evans.
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Coryell Museum and Historical Center

CORYELL MUSEUM

Thank you, Veterans
east of Australia.)

London, Nov. 8 (AP) 
Adolph Hitler declared to-
night that Germany would 
strike a counterblow “in due 
time” against the United 
States army landings in 
North Africa. It’s his time to 
guess.

Washington (AP) A vote 
in the House of Representa-
tives Monday will be wheth-
er teenage drafted youths 
(18 and 19 year olds) may 
be used in combat with-
out a full year of training at 
home.

Timothy C. Armstrong of 
R.F.D.3, Gatesville, was com-
missioned as Second Lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Army, at 
Camp Hood’s Tank Destroy-
er School, October 30, and 
is the first Coryell County 
boy to receive a commission 
in this school.

Coryell Courthouse News:  
Marriages--Otis C. Ray and 
Miss Hazel M. Combest

For Sale: 100 sheep, 
priced to sell. Also 4 mares 
with colts. See Ollie Little 
at 1808 Main, Gatesville, or 
phone 212.

A most unusual coinci-
dence in months cropped 
up recently at the Army 
district recruiting and in-
duction station in Dallas, 
when Boyd Harmon Berry 
and Floyd Herman Berry, 
20-year-old identical red-
headed twins from near 
Gatesville, appeared for in-
duction. The only physical 
differences between the two 
is two pounds of weight. 
These boys left Gatesville 
Saturday with many others 
and are brothers of A.M. 
Berry, Commissioner-Elect 
of Coryell County. “

There is a picture in the 
paper of these two hand-
some men and I hoped that 
they both survived the war. 
This is what I found on-line:

Boyd Harmon “Tiny” Berry 
survived World War II and 
returned to Turnersville 
and later Refugio, Texas. He 
was an accomplished mu-
sician and oil painter and 
barbered for 47 years. He 
lived to be 88 and was bur-
ied in Refugio, Texas.  Floyd 
Herman Berry also survived 
World War II and lived in 
Turnersville and was buried 
in Restland Cemetery at age 
83. They came from a family 
of 14 boys and girls. 

Happy Veterans Day!!

PEARL NEWS

Halloween adventures of the teeny weeny,   
turquoise greeny, stringy bikini

Once the confounded 
costume detected that Kay 
Pruett was driving through 
the area, the escape en-
sued. Poor Kay was over-
taken by the contemptu-
ous contraption as the 
reprehensible rag attached 
itself to the helpless vic-
tim. Now the silly suit had 
complete control of poor, 
dear Kay Dean. Sudden-
ly, Kay magically entered 
one of the structures in 
Pearl and grabbed all of 
the bathroom tissue she 
could find—this happen-
ing beyond her control. 
The next thing she knew, 
Kay was frolicking through 
the sleepy street, throw-
ing tremendous amounts 
of snow-white paper onto 
every surface in the Pearl 
community… except for 
the cemetery. The only 
reason Kay did not TP the 
cemetery is because she 
knew her friend Linda 
was patrolling the area to 
protect it from possible 
ghosts, goblins and appa-
ritions, never suspecting 
her partner-in-crime, Kay, 
would encroach upon the 
site. 

But, as Kay had no con-
trol over her actions due to 
the horrible haunting cre-
ation that had attached it-
self to her, Kay floated onto 
the cemetery walls with 
reckless abandon. Callyn 

and her adoring Grammie 
just happened to be nearby 
and saw the most unbeliev-
able chaos they had ever 
witnessed and were scared 
to death (no pun intended). 
What did they see? Accord-
ing to the trembling grand-
daughter, Callyn, report-
ed that Linda, wanting to 
protect the area, went into 
action, defending the cem-
etery with brute strength. 
Kay and the stringy bikini 
advanced toward Linda, 
planning auspicious of-
fense. Linda, in counterat-
tack, yelled at the top of 
her lungs that she is going 
to grab that Stringy bikini 
and sell it at her next auc-
tion. Suddenly Kay begins 
to laugh hysterically, and 
the bikini then detaches it-
self from her and drifts off 
to places unknown. (Kay 
reported that her laugh-
ter stemmed from the hi-
larious notion that Linda, 
about to meet her demise 
in the Pearl Cemetery by 
the hands of the Teeny 
Weeny, Turquoise Greeny, 
Stringy Bikini, is only think-
ing of planning another 
danged auction!) 

The next thing we knew, 
daylight began peeping 
over the horizon. The bath 
tissue magically disap-
peared, and Kay and Linda 
magically located them-
selves in their own bliss-

ful beds with no memory 
of the previous evening’s 
antics. Pearl was once again 
back to normal… and the 
bad bikini was never to 
be heard from again. Who 
knew that all it took to rid 
the peaceful little village 
of the raging rag was to 
threaten another Linda Ray 
auction. There’s no place 
like Pearl!

And now for the “Un-
fake” News:

Coming up: Nov. 13 is the 
Pearl Thanksgiving Meal. 
This will take place at the 
Pearl Community Center at 
noon. Preceding the meal 
will be a community-wide 
church service at the cen-
ter at 10 a.m. with Tony 
Cleaver speaking. For the 
meal, the turkey, ham, and 
dressing will be provided. 
You are welcome to bring 
a dessert/side dish if you 
wish. Everyone is invited to 
attend.

This week’s Bible Verse: 
“Let all the earth fear the 
Lord; let all the people of 
the world revere Him. For 
He spoke, and it came to 
be; He commanded, and it 
stood firm.” Psalm 33: 8.9 
NIV

Be sure to like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page. Please send 
any Pearl news to betsyc-
lark47@yahoo.com
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BECKY COWARD
County Extension Agent
4-H Youth Development 

People assume that 4-H 
members are the busi-
est right around county 
fair time, but the truth is 
4-H events are happening 
year-round with so many 
opportunities for youth to 
investigate and pursue their 
interests. 4-H has teams that 
compete in many different 
disciplines. Food Challenge 
Teams are busy preparing 
for our county food contest, 
which will be held Nov. 21. 
Teams are currently form-
ing for 4-H Leaders 4 Life 
and Quiz Bowl contests. 
These contests help mem-
bers learn about life skills 
and important facts to help 
them be successful as fu-
ture leaders. 

The Leaders 4 Life contest 
is designed to teach par-
liamentary procedure and 
service learning. A team of 
4-6 members is given a set 
of “problems” to solve while 
conducting a business meet-
ing. They must use Robert’s 
Rules of Order to properly 
address the issues present-
ed in a 20-minute setting. 
They learn how to give min-
utes from the secretary and 
a treasurer’s report among 
other officer duties. These 
are skills that help them be 
more confident in future 
leadership positions within 

their community. 
The Quiz Bowl contests 

have three different team 
opportunities including 
livestock, horse, and family 
community health. These 
teams of four participate 
with a buzzer, just like a 
game show, and “buzz in” 
when they know the answer 
to a factual question. Some 
examples might ask about 
terminology or vocabulary 
associated with a particu-
lar species. This contest 
helps participants gain 
facts about their 4-H project 
areas and increases their 
knowledge to better equip 
them to be successful. Co-
ryell County has been very 
successful in sending teams 
to the state contest in both 
Livestock and Horse Quiz 
Bowl. Any 4-H member can 
join the teams by attending 
practices. The teams meet 
weekly up until the district 
contests in December. 

Recently, local 4-H mem-
bers competed at the State 
Fair of Texas in Dallas and 
the Heart O’ Texas Fair in 
Waco. Results are as follows:

STATE FAIR OF TEXAS

Junior Plant Identifica-
tion Team – third place: Mia 
Conley, Marcy Conley, Levin 
Lynch, Peter Conley 

Senior Plant Identification 
Team -- seventh place: Caleb 
Mannix, Chase Janke, Lane 
Brookshire

Junior Dairy Goats – first 
place Senior Kid, fourth 
place 2-year-old Milker: Zi-
anna Cole

Sheep Skillathon – 12th 
place: Thiele Alvarado

Junior Livestock Judging 
Team – 31st place: Lilly Kin-
sey, Lillie Mann, Mary Mitch-
ell, Ryli Bryson

Other participants: 
Hadleigh Ament (market 
lamb), Lane Kinsey (pros-
pect steer), Kallyn Moreland 
(Brahman heifers), Memphis 
Wells (Breeding Gilts), Pais-
ley Wells (Breeding Gilts), 

Lyla Breckenridge (Livestock 
Judging), Matti Mann (Live-
stock Judging) and Clayton 
Gregory (Livestock Judging). 

HEART O’ TEXAS FAIR

Junior Brangus Heifers 
– second and third place: 
Charles Belt; fifth and sixth 
place: Thomas Belt

Junior Brahman Heifer – 
fourth and seventh place: 
Kallyn Moreland

Market Steers – first and 
second place: Lilly Kinsey; 
fifth and sixth place: Ivan 
Readett; second and third 
place: Lane Kinsey; fourth 
and fifth place: Hubbard 
Kinsey

Market Lambs – second, 
third and sixth place: Hadle-
igh Ament, third and fourth 
place Addyson Edwards, 
fourth and fifth place: Maci 
Allison; fourth and fifth 
place: Mackenzie Allison.

Market Goats – fourth and 
fifth place: Thiele Alvarado 

Market Swine – fourth and 
fourth place: Lilly Mann; 
fourth place, Matti Mann

Junior Livestock Judging 
– 23rd place team: Thom-
as Belt, Lilly Kinsey, Mary 
Mitchell, Lillie Mann, Bailey 
Wolff

Senior Livestock Judging 
– 48th place team: Trey Har-
bour, Clayton Gregory, Matti 
Mann, Paisley Wells

Trap singles – first: Brant 
Pruitt; ninth place: Dutch 
Neilson; 18th place: Ethan 
Jones

Trap Doubles – third 
place: Brant Pruitt; sixth 
place: Ethan Jones.

If you are interested in 
learning more about 4-H op-
portunities, please contact 
us at the Coryell County 
AgriLife Extension Office at 
254-865-2414 or check us 
out online at coryell.agrilife.
org.

Area 4-H members prepare 
for contests, compete at fairs Keep Gatesville Beautiful 

will host two upcoming clean-
up days for the month of No-
vember. 

In preparation for Veterans 
Day, there will be a cleanup 
around the cemeteries on 
Thurs., Nov. 10 from 5-6 p.m. 
Everyone volunteering will 

Keep Gatesville Beautiful hosts cleanup
meet at Auto Zone at the side 
parking lot. To prepare for 
Gatesville’s Feastmode 5K, 
there will be a cleanup held 
on Thurs., Nov. 17 from 5-6 
p.m.  

To volunteer, make sure to 
meet at the City Pool. 

Auto Zone is located at 

2106 East Main Street in 
Gatesville. The City Pool can 
be found at 300 South 8th 
Street in Gatesville.

For more information visit 
http://KeepGatesvilleBeauti-
ful.com/. 

The Grove Community 
Center will host its Annual 
Sausage Festival on Satur-
day, Nov. 12. The meal will be 
served from 5:30 p.m. until 
7 p.m. The menu will consist 
of sausage, noodles, pinto 
beans, coleslaw, bread, bever-
ages, trimmings and dessert. 

Adult plates will be $15 per 

The Grove sausage festival Nov. 12
person and children’s plates 
(10 and under) will be $10. 
They will be offering a drive-
thru take-out line as well and 
all plates through the drive-
thru are $15 per plate. They 
will also be conducting a bake 
sale and several raffles.

Proceeds of the fundraiser 
will be used for improve-

ments to the facility. 
There will be several large 

item raffles and tickets can 
be purchased up to the time 
of the drawings.

The Grove Community Cen-
ter is located at 5702 Texas 
Highway 236. 

For more information, call 
254-986-2204

An unveiling ceremony at 
the historic 1904 Leon River 
Bridge in Gatesville will take 
place on Saturday, Nov. 12, 
at 2 p.m. 

A plaque will be dedicated 
designating the bridge being 
placed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. The 
bridge was recognized with 
a Texas historical marker in 

Marker unveiling at 1904 Leon 
River Bridge set for Saturday

1997 following the restora-
tion of the iron bridge which 
was approved by the Texas 
State Historical Commission 
in 1993. The bridge was also 
recorded as a Texas Historic 
Landmark in 1996 following 
its rededication in 1994.

Coryell County Judge Roger 
Miller will preside over the 
plaque dedication where he 

will talk about the history 
of the bridge. Joining Judge 
Miller will be the chairman of 
the Coryell County Historical 
Commission, Danny Corbett.

The public is encouraged to 
attend the unveiling ceremo-
ny on Nov. 12 to recognize 
this historic Coryell County 
site.

108 S. 6th St. Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Good Luck in the Bi-District Playoffs!

Jennifer 

Newton
Coryell County Clerk

Kyle

Matthews
Coryell County 

Commissioner Pct. 1

4701 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX 76528
254-248-4142

2307 Hwy. 36 South, Gatesville, TX
254-865-2617

Visit us at www.Gatesvilletx.info

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254)865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

Randi McFarlin
Coryell County

Treasurer

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

EXEX

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master License No. M-42617

Delivery 

Available!

254-865-2417

Drive Thru! 2513 S. State TX 36

RYAN
BASHAM

Coryell County 

Commissioner Pct. 3

ROGER
MILLER

Coryell County Judge

Justin 

Carothers
Coryell County 

Tax Assessor/Collector

Shawn Camp Insurance, Inc.

615 E MAIN ST. Tel 254-865-2002

GATESVILLE, TX 76528 Fax 254-865-0348

2418 E. Main St., Gatesville H 254-865-5213

254-865-6900

2820 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville

254-206-3300

4701 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX 76528

Gatesville

   ISD

Jonesboro

ISD

GATESVILLE HORNETS 

vs Smithville Tigers

Friday, November 11

7 p.m.

Hutto High School

Farm & Ranch

Life

Auto • Home

Commercial

JONESBORO EAGLES vs Menard 

Thursday, November 10 in Blanket at 7 p.m.

OGLESBY TIGERS vs Iredell 

Friday, November 11 in Valley Mills at 7 p.m.

JONESBORO EAGLES

#3 Nathan Forrest
4 completions for 87 yards

OGLESBY TIGERS

#32 Kyler Fossett
1 completion for 15 yards

8 carries for 91 yards, 2 solo tackles
4 touchdowns

GATESVILLE HORNETS

Bye week 

before playoffs

EVANT ELKS

#33 Ayden Andrade
5 tackles

“Always putting you first”

3411 E. Main St.
Gatesville

254-865-2783

115 S. Memory Ln.
Evant

254-471-5531

117 FM 1996
Oglesby

254-470-2261

PLAYERS  OF  THE  WEEK

• • • • • • • • •  PLAYERS OF THE WEEK BROUGHT TO YOU BY  • • • • • • • • •

2105 E. Main St.
Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8954
www.tejasrealestate.com



A10    The Gatesville Messenger WEDNESDAY, Nov. 9, 2022

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

CDL driver and yard hand 
needed. Forklift experience 
a plus. Must have drivers li-
cense. Apply in person at 
Whitt Building Supplies, 1411 
N. Hwy. 36. 00029709

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC

Mowing, Landscaping, Brush 
Clearing, Trash Clean Up, 
Pipe Fence Painting (Ospho), 
Road Installation. John Capel-
la, 254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 00029588

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00029682

CHRISTMAS TREES start-
ing, 11/2! The Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. 
Main. Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-
5p.m. & Saturday, 9a.m.-
3p.m.
00029687

 

GATESVILLE PICKERS: 
Mason Heimer Estate Sale, 
14725 FM 218 W, Potts-
ville (Evant), TX. Nov. 10, 
11 & 12, 9am-4pm. They 
owned/operated Our House 
Antiques for many years and 
had booths in antique stores 
in Abilene, Comanche, Ste-
phenville, Merkel, Hamilton 
& Gatesville. Lots of vintage 
items, BB guns, toys, Coca 
Cola products, soda machines 
& boxes, lamps, cash regis-
ters, Victrolas, vinyl records, 
clocks, furniture, baby grand 
piano, old picture frames, 
trunks, knives, lots of tools & 
outdoor furniture, too much to 
list! PRICED TO SELL...EV-
ERYTHING MUST GO!!!
 

MOVING SALE
Lots of power tools, lawn & 
garden, furniture, treadmill!

7a.m.-12p.m., Nov. 12
803 River Road

00029715

083

Commercial for Lease
 

Office Space for Lease
2 units, 1 restroom, storage 
space, and covered parking. 
Call (254) 223-0722 after 4 

p.m. to schedule a visit. 
00029693

099

Public Notices
 

Notice to Claimants

Notice is given pursuant to 
Texas Estates Code 308.051 
that, on October 5, 2022, in 
the cause numbered 22-10734 
and styled “Estate of Willie 
B. Leos, Deceased”, in the 
County Court of McLennan 
County, Texas, letters testa-
mentary were issued to Melis-
sa Dawn Wells as that estate’s 
independent executrix.
Any person having a claim 
against that estate must pres-
ent that claim within the time 
prescribed by law. Claims 
should be addressed in care 
of “Representative, Estate of 
Willie B. Leos, Deceased” 
and may be presented at 3698 
County Road 303, Oglesby, 
Texas 76561.
00029712

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters Testamentary for the 
Estate of Rose A. Rodriguez, 
Deceased, were issued on 
October 21. 2022, in Cause 
No. 22-10740, in the Coryell, 
Texas, to Charles Gary Ro-
driguez. All persons having 
claims against this Estate are 
required to present them with-
in the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law. The Inde-
pendent Executor prefers that 
claims be addressed as fol-
lows:

Charles Gary Rodriguez
c/o Silverblatt Law Office
Gene S. Silverblatt
Attorney at Law
120 West Centex Expressway, 
Suite 104
Harker Heights, TX 76548

DATED the 28th day of Octo-
ber, 2022.

Gene S. Silverblatt
Attorney for the Independent 
Executor
00029714

 

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for 
a Wine and Malt Beverage 
Retailer’s Off-Premise Per-
mit by BW Gas & Conve-
nience Retail, LLC dba All-
sup’s #102427 to be located 
at 3304 East Main Street, 
Gatesville, Coryell County, 
Texas 76528. Officers of 
said corporation are Thom-
as N. Trkla, CEO, President 
and Chairman; Thomas W. 
Brown, Senior Managing 
Director, Ericka L. Ayles, 
Treasurer and Kurt M. Zer-
nich, Secretary.  00029719

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of LONNIE 
ROY NOTTHINGHAM, De-
ceased, were issued on Octo-
ber 19, 2022, in Cause No. 22-
10714, pending in the County 
Court of Coryell County, 
Texas, to: JOHN RICHARD 
NOTTINGHAM.
All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within 120 
days of this notice.

c/o: JOHN RICHARD NOT-
TINGHAM

316 Randal Drive
Waco, Texas 76712

DATED the 25th day of Octo-
ber, 2022.

JAMES RAINEY
Attorney for JOHN RICH-
ARD NOTTINGHAM
State Bar No.: 00791473
3809 West Waco Drive
Waco, Texas 76710
Telephone: (254) 752-8644
Facsimile: (254) 752-8624
E-mail: james@raineyand-
rainey.com

00029716

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Edgar Eugene 
Hollandsworth, Deceased, 
were issued on 10-3-2022, in 
Cause No. 22-10716, pending 
in the County Court-at-Law 
of Coryell County, to: Cheryl 
Jean Hollandsworth.
All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
c/o: Cheryl Jean Holland-
sworth
Estate of Edgar Eugene Hol-
landsworth
348 CR 4876
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522

DATED the 25th day of Octo-
ber, 2022.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Cheryl Jean Hol-
landsworth
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas Cove, 
Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hot-
mail.com
00029720

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Elfriede Bar-
bara Griffin, Deceased, were 
issued on 10-3-22, in Cause 
No. 22-10717, pending in 
the County Court-at-Law of 
Coryell County, Texas, to: 
Christine Barbara Greer.
All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
c/o: Christine Barbara Greer
Estate of Elfriede Barbara 
Griffin
409 W. Avenue C
Lampasass, Texas 76550

DATED the 25th day of Octo-
ber, 2022.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Christine Bar-
bara Greer
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas Cove, 
Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hot-
mail.com
00029721

 

$14.50
25 words or less, 1 issue
2nd consecutive issue is free without changes

Additional Words.....................70¢ each
Bold or Centered Type............Add $1.00
Border.......................................Add $1.00

     

     

DEADLINES
   

   

      
           

       
We are not responsible for errors when ads are taken over the phone. We ask all advertisers to read over 

their advertisement after the first run and let us know if corrections need to be made. Corrections can be 

made to advertisements after the first run if we are informed immediately by advertiser, so read carefully.

                          -

                          -

                           

                             

                   

                         

                 

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and 
supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• RN Case Manager – FT 
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville and 

Surrounding Counties

Infection Prevention:
•
Infection Control & Epidemiology - FT

Medical Clinic:
• Admission Clerk – Outpatient 

Mon.-Fri. Days, FT
• Referral Clerk – FT
• Scribe – FT

Medical Clinic – Quick Care:
• Registration Clerk Thur. & Fri. 

8am-8pm & Sat. 8am-6pm – FT 

Medical Clinic - Waco:
• RN/LVN – FT 

Wound Care Clinic: 
• RN or LVN – FT 

• Registration Clerk – FT

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant - FT

EMS:
• EMT Paramedic – FT

*$8,000 BONUS

Emergency Department:
• RN – FT nights & PRN all shifts
• ED Scribe - PRN

LAB:
• MLT PRN – Nights & some weekends

Material Management:  
• Housekeeping Supervisor – FT 
• Housekeeper – FT & PRN 

Med Surg:
• RN House Supervisor – FT Nights

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• RN/LVN – FT nights 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN PRN – All shifts

Mills County Medical Clinic - 
Goldthwaite:
• X-Ray Technologist – FT

Radiology:
• CT/X-Ray Technologist; TDH MRT 
& ARRT 1 year exp. in  CT/X-Ray – 
FT & PRN
• Cath Lab Tech – FT experienced

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:
• PACU RN – FT 

*$10,000 BONUS

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and Commer-
cial, Complete Re-Roofs 

and Repairs, Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 

00029022

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental.
254-383-3305 or 254-404-
3367.
00029679

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area. Commercial and Resi-
dential & Free Estimates

254-466-5128
00029680

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00029681

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates, Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613
00029683

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates.
Larry Riddle, 254-248-
2205;
Joyce McAdams, 254-248-
4318.
00029685

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835.
00029690

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, lot clear-
ing, stump and brush 

removal.
254-563-3535 

www.yoseftreeservice.com
00029691

026

Jewelry

026

Jewelry

Gatesville, Texas 
1897

Coryell County 
Centennial

2.5 x 3.5 Buckle.  
Silver with 
Gold Inlay.

$800.

(903) 677-0177

RARE, LIMITED EDITION
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be here.....
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099

Public Notices

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

Get your message 

HEARD!

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

 All real estate advertising in this newspaper

is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes

it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation

or discrimination based on race, color, religion,

sex, handicap, familial status or national origin,

or an intention, to make any such preference,

limitation or discrimination.” Familial status

includes children under the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and

people securing custody of children under 18.

 This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate which is in violation

of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that

all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are

available on an equal opportunity basis.

To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-

free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free telephone

number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-

9275.

099
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070

Land & Lots
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Gatesville cross 
country coach 
Elliot Kelley 
stands with Carlo 
Martinez, Vania 
Martinez, Jastin 
Muegge and  GHS 
assistant coach 
Cynthia Moore af-
ter the state cross 
country meet in 
Round Rock on 
Nov. 4. Carlo, a 
senior, ran the 
course in 16:00 to 
win a silver medal, 
Vania, a junior, fin-
ished 12th in the 
girls event with a 
time of 12:13 and 
Jastin, a freshman, 
finished 90th with 
a time of 18:13.

GLADYS WHITEN-
BURG|  
THE GATESVILLE  

MESSENGER

Gatesville trio shines at state CC meet

Hornet football team to face Smithville in playoffs
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

After notching a 7-3 regular season record in Aaron Hunt-
er’s first season as head coach, the Gatesville Hornets will 
open the postseason on Friday against Smithville in Hutto. 

For Hunter and his team, it’s also known as “Gold Football 
Season” as the Hornets will look to hoist their first golden 
playoff trophy since 2015 with a win against the Tigers. 

Smithville finished with a 4-6 regular season record and 
were the runners-up in District 12-4A – a district won by 
the Cuero Gobblers, the state’s No. 3 ranked team. Their 3-2 
district record left them tied with La Grange but Smithville 
snagged the runner-up spot by virtue of their 14-10 win over 
the Leopards.

Gatesville and Smithville shared one common opponent 
this season – the Taylor Ducks. Gatesville topped Taylor 22-
21 in the season opener while Smithville fell to the Ducks 

40-35 in Week 4. The loss dropped the Tigers to 1-3 on the 
season before going 3-3 over their last six games.

The Tigers offense – led by quarterback Derrick Roberson, 
wide receiver/quarterback Tyson Hancock, and wide receiver 
Jackson Hancock – averaged just over 24 points per game on 
the season. Their defense allowed 29.5 points per game. 

In comparison, the Hornets averaged 31.5 points per game 
while giving up an average of 28.9 per game. 

A win over Smithville would mean the Hornets’ first playoff 
win since a 17-14 win over La Vernia in November of 2015. 
That season the Hornets went 1-4 in non-district play before 
finishing with a 3-2 district mark then upset Taylor 51-25 in 
the bi-district round, topped La Vernia in the area round, but 
fell to then district rival China Spring 21-14 in the regional 
quarterfinals. 

The Hornets have qualified for the playoffs three times 
since their last playoff win but have yet to advance past the 
bi-district round. 

After missing the postseason in 2016, the Hornets ripped 
off seven consecutive wins to start the 2017 season before 
finishing the regular season 7-3. In the bi-district round that 
year, they fell to Canyon Lake. 

After they missed the postseason in Kyle Cooper’s last sea-
son in 2018 and Luke Howard’s first season in 2019, the Hor-
nets qualified for the playoffs again in 2020.

That 2020 playoff game was cancelled due to COVID-19 but 
the Hornets qualified again in 2021, losing to Carthage 35-0 
in the bi-district round. 

A win in the bi-district round would likely mean an area 
round matchup with Silsbee, who finished the regular season 
ranked No. 4 in the Class 4A Division II rankings. 

Kickoff for the Hornets bi-district game will be at 7 p.m. 
Nov. 11 at Hutto High School.

Pending UIL approval the game will be broadcast by Lee 
Jaynes and Josh Godfrey on www.hornet-radio.com. 

Jonesboro, Oglesby enter football playoffs on a roll

 COURTESY PHOTO

The 2022 district champion Jonesboro Eagles.
 COURTESY PHOTO

The 2022 district champion Oglesby Tigers.

Eagles to face Menard Yellowjackets, Tigers to battle the Iredell Dragons in bi-district round
The Jonesboro Eagles and Oglesby Tigers 

both earned district championships and will 
enter the playoffs on a roll after weekend vic-
tories to close out the regular season.

Jonesboro improved to 10-1 with a 63-0 
win over the Evant Elks, while Oglesby im-
proved to 10-0 with a 56-6 thumping of the 
Buckholts Badgers. Both games were moved 
to Thursday, Nov. 3 because of anticipated 
bad weather on Friday.

For Oglesby, Hunter Walter completed 
three of four passes for 67 yards and a pair 
of touchdowns, and Kyler Fossett completed 

his only pass for a 15-yard gain.
Fossett paced the Tigers on the ground, 

running for 91 yards and four touchdowns 
on eight carries. Johnny Gomez ran the ball 
once for Oglesby - a 48-yard touchdown 
scamper.

Four Tigers each caught one pass: Brodie 
Fisher’s reception went for 32 yards and a 
touchdown, Jack Hendricks was for 25 yards 
and a touchdown and Johnny Gomez and 
Hunter Walter each caught a pass for 15 
yards.

Hendricks was also the team’s leading 

tackler with eight stops. Brodie Fisher, Jak-
son Tippit and Fossett each had fumble re-
coveries for Oglesby.

Nathan Forrest led the Eagle aerial attack, 
completing four of five passes for 87 yards 
and three touchdowns, while Caleb Chris-
tel completed one pass for 16 yards and a 
touchdown.

Five Eagles scored rushing touchdowns vs. 
Evant - Garrett Young, Jacob Cisneros, Caleb 
Christel, Demarcus Acoff and Luke Stephen-
son. Acoff was JHS’ leading rusher with one 
run for 33 yards, while Layden Nichols ran 

the ball twice for 20 yards.
Four Eagles caught touchdown passes - 

Jaden Domel, Young, Acoff and A. Massingill.
Nichols and Young led the Jonesboro 

defense with six tackles each, while Truett 
Foote and Acoff each had five tackles.

Jonesboro (10-1) will host the Menard Yel-
lowjackets (7-3) in the bi-district playoffs at 7 
p.m. Thursday, while Oglesby (10-0) will play 
the Iredell Dragons at 7 p.m. Friday in Valley 
Mills.

The area cham-
pion Evant Lady 
Elk volleyball 
team.
 

COURTESY PHOTO

Evant wins area volleyball championship
The Evant Lady Elks continued their out-

standing volleyball season, battling past the 
Bluff Dale Bobcats on Nov. 4 to win the area 
championship.

The Lady Elks took the first game 25-19, 
lost the second and third by scores of 27-29 
and 19-25, and won the fourth and fifth by 
scores of 25-23 and 15-3.

The Elks were scheduled to face the Strawn 
Greyhounds next in the regional round of 
the playoffs.

Evant improved its record to 16-8 with the 
win.

Harley Weeks had 11 aces, 11 digs, 28 as-
sists and seven kills, Hailey Neri had 13 digs 
and four kills, and Molly Waldrum had three 
aces, five kills and a block.

Bree Ramirez had three aces, seven digs, 
six assists and 11 kills, Luwi Rodriguez had 
21 digs, one assist and eight kills, Izzy Gan-
dy had two aces, eight digs and 10 kills and 
Jolyce Acosta had seven digs.

The team is coached by JoAnna Vaden.
All statistics are courtesy of the MaxPreps 

high school sports website.
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Hornets win area championship vs. Caldwell
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

In a battle of two teams with the 
same mascot, it was the Gatesville 
Hornets that rose to the occa-
sion and earned an area volleyball 
championship in a sweep, defeat-
ing the Caldwell Hornets 3-0 to 
advance to round three of the play-
offs.

Gatesville improved to 24-19 
with the win and moved on to a re-
gional semifinal game against Lago 
Vista.

Gatesville spotted Caldwell a 
3-0 lead in the first game before 
Kaleigh Haywood got a kill for the 
Hornets’ first points of the night. 
It was an ace by fellow senior Lola 
Barron that gave GHS its first lead 
at 4-3.

Caldwell had the hot hand and 
scored five straight points before 

a kill by Chloe Mathews helped 
Gatesville regain some momentum.

A kill by junior Barrett Boyd put 
GHS ahead 11-10 and Gatesville be-
gan to pull away to take control of 
game one, pulling out a 25-16 vic-
tory. Boyd later had an ace for the 
Hornets, followed by outstanding 
plays from freshman Emma Pollard 
and seniors Lola Barron and Hay-
wood. It was an ace by Haywood 
that gave GHS its game-winning 
score in the opening set.

Riding a wave of momentum, 
Gatesville took a 3-0 lead in the 
second game fueled by Pollard and 
Haywood’s timely hits. Lola Barron 
then delivered back-to-back aces to 
put GHS up 6-1.

Gatesville continued to dominate 
game two, as a kill by Mathews gave 
the Hornets a commanding 16-5 
lead. Caldwell clawed its way back, 
but Gatesville never allowed its 

opponent to pull closer than a six-
point deficit in game two. An ace by 
junior Barrett Boyd gave Gatesville 
its game-winning points and a 25-
17 triumph.

Caldwell was at its best in game 
three, seeking to avoid the sweep 
and playing with intensity with the 
season on the line. Caldwell surged 
to an 8-5 lead before Gatesville set-
tled down and began to battle back.

A thunderous kill by Haywood 
helped to turn the tide, and Lola 
Barron’s ace put the Hornets up 
11-9.

The game remained tight with 
several lead changes as Caldwell 
attempted to seize the momentum, 
but an ace by sophomore Vania 
Martinez knotted the game at 15-
15. Caldwell scored the next two 

points, but after Pollard blocked 
a shot and tied the game at 17-17, 
Gatesville would not trail again.

Caldwell closed the gap to 24-23, 
but Pollard responded with a spike 
that gave Gatesville a 25-23 win.

Strong fan support kept the play-
off venue, The Hive at Academy 
High School, rocking and helped 
encourage Gatesville through-
out the evening, and the Hornets 
responded by winning their sixth 
straight match.

The Hornets kept their playoff 
venues in Central Texas on Nov. 8 
with their matchup being held at 
Lake Belton. Lago Vista had a 22-
23 record heading into the game, 
including playoff wins over China 
Spring and Giddings.

GLADYS WHITENBURG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Emma Pollard spikes the ball over the outstretched arms of a Caldwell defender in the area championship on Nov. 4.

GLADYS WHITENBURG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

AREA CHAMPS!: Members of the Gatesville Hornet volleyball team, including Kaleigh Haywood, Lola Barron, Barrett Boyd 
and Charlee Barron celebrate a big play against the Caldwell Hornets in the area championship game.

GLADYS WHITENBURG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville fans enjoy another winning performance by the Hornet volleyball 
team, and got to celebrate the team advancing to round three of the playoffs.

GLADYS WHITENBURG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Barrett Boyd bumps the ball for GHS in action against Caldwell.


