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Gatesville water rate hike recommended
BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER AND EDITOR

In order to meet maintenance require-
ments and continue to provide the same 
level of service, a consultant is recommend-
ing the city of Gatesville raise water rates and 
also restructure its tiers so that customers 
who use more water and have larger meters 
pay more.

The Gatesville City Council heard the 
recommendations and reasons why a rate 
increase is needed during its Aug. 16 meet-

ing. Chris Ekrut, chief financial officer for 
NewGen Strategies, said the city would be in 
a financial hole in the next few years if the 
Council did not take action soon. If the Coun-
cil approves the rates at an upcoming meet-
ing, the cost increase would go into effect 
for residential and commercial customers 
of Gatesville water in April 2023. The Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice would begin 
paying a higher rate in October.

Gatesville City Manager Bill Parry said the 
city reviews its rates every two years to deter-

mine if the fee charged is adequate to cover 
the cost of providing services. He said every 
five years, the city uses a consultant to re-
view its rates. Gatesville previously had New-
Gen review the rates in 2018.

“To be successful, revenues have to match 
or exceed expenses or you’re under water 
— no pun intended,” Ekrut told the Council. 
He said the water department is a business 
and “you have to reinvest in the business (by 
maintaining equipment) so you can continue 
to be in business providing services in the 

future.”
If the recommended rate is approved, the 

average home with a three-quarter inch line 
and using 5,000 gallons a month for water 
and sewer would pay $71.45 per month — up 
from the current rate of $64.75. For water, 
the current bill is $36.75 and would increase 
to $40.56. For wastewater, the current bill of 
$28 would rise to $30.89.

Dedication to GISD recognized

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville ISD Superintendent Barrett Pollard stands with Charolett and Welson Chambers, who were recognized for their service to the district.

Even in retirement, couple serves Gatesville school district
BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Weldon and Charolett Chambers may not live in Gatesville – or even 
Coryell County – but their commitment to doing their best for local 
students is why the Gatesville Independent School District honored 
the couple during the Staff Spotlight portion of the Aug. 15 school 
board meeting.

Weldon retired from his job of teaching at GISD in June 2015 after 
working 27 years as an educator, including 19 in Gatesville. Charo-
lett spent the last four years as an educator as a behavior specialist at 
Gatesville Intermediate School.

However, retirement did not mean the end of their service with GISD. 
Both have continued to work as bus drivers for the district.

According to the information packet given to board members, “A 
bus driver’s day starts very early, especially when you have to drive in 
from another town (Belton). That shows the dedication and commit-

ment Weldon and Charolett have for this community and our stu-
dents.”

A year ago, Charolett faced a much greater challenge. She missed 88 
days of work starting Aug. 10 with a severe case of COVID-19, which 
was a life-threatening illness for her. Weldon posted daily updates on 
Facebook and united several people in prayer for her recovery.

GISD Superintendent Barrett Pollard said it was a “great testament to 
their strong Christian faith.”

“Every church had me on their prayer list,” said Charolett, “and 
those prayers were answered. Grace to God, I had two angels visit me 
when I was down.” She said she was told it wasn’t her time to die.

“She made a miraculous recovery,” Pollard said. He joked that “as 
soon as she was off life support, we got her back on the bus.”

Charolett was able to return to work Jan. 3, which the board packet 
referred to as “another testament to Charolett and Weldon’s work eth-
ic and loyalty to the students and families of Gatesville.”

Reduced 
tax rate 
proposed 
for county

BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

While property values continue 
to rise, meaning local residents will 
pay more taxes, the Coryell County 
Commissioners Court is proposing 
to lower the rate to help ease the 
burden on taxpayers.

The proposed tax rate for the 
2023 fiscal year is 39.994 cents per 
$100 valuation.

“That would cut 8.316 cents from 
the current tax rate,” said Coryell 
County Judge Roger Miller. “This 
would in fact cover all expenses 
proposed in the budget” while also 
leaving the county with a strong, 
healthy reserve fund, he said.

Because of property values, there 
will be an anticipated 5.7% increase 
in the county’s general fund com-
pared with the previous year.

The reserve fund balance also 
contains more than $1 million in 
American Recovery Plan Act funds 
which the federal government has 
allotted to help local governments 
facing extra expenses from disaster 
recovery efforts.

“I believe this would be the largest 
tax rate cut in the history of Coryell 
County,” Miller said.

“At the end of the day, it’s a great 
tax rate we’re proposing,” said Com-
missioner Scott Weddle.

Of the proposed tax rate, 37.624 
cents would cover maintenance 
and operations, which are the day-
to-day expenses for the county - 
including salaries. A total of 2.37 
cents is set aside for the interest 
and sinking fund, which covers lon-
ger term debts for the county - usu-
ally rated to facilities.

The commissioners court also 
voted to continue collecting an ad-
ditional $10 fee from its residents 
to help cover maintenance costs 
incurred by the county road and 
bridge department.

More detailed information on the 
county budget and proposed tax 
rate can be found online on Coryell 
County’s website, www.coryellcoun-
ty.org under the subhead “Notice of 
2022 Tax Rate.”
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Gatesville legend, philanthropist 
Charlie Wise dies

Charlie Wise was 
named Gates-
ville Lions Club 
Lion of the Year 
in June, and was 
renowned for his 
leadership, strong 
faith and dedica-
tion to support-
ing many charity 
organizations and 
community mem-
bers.

COURTESY PHOTO |  
THE GATESVILLE  
MESSENGER

BY DAVID SCOTT
STAFF WRITER

Charlie Wise, a well-known and respected citizen of 
Gatesville, passed away on Friday, Aug. 19 at the age 
of 94. Wise was well known for his philanthropy, good 
deeds, strong faith, and his hard work. He was born 
in Coryell City in 1928, attended school in Arnett and 
Waco and would eventually graduate from Baylor Uni-
versity in 1955. Wise and his wife, Mary Alice, and their 
two children, Charles Ross and Kathy, returned to his 
hometown area of Gatesville in 1968 where Wise joined 
the leadership of Medical Plastics Laboratory. Charlie 
and his wife have been charter members of Trinity Bap-
tist Church since 1976 and have helped literally thou-
sands of people in the community.

For more information about Wise, please read his 
obituary located on page A5.
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Ekrut said if a rate increase is not ap-
proved, “financial performance is projected 
to be insufficient through (fiscal year) 2027.” 
He said the “key driver is needed capital in-
vestment and inflation.”

Without a rate increase, the city would not 
meet the 25% reserve requirement for the 
2025-2027 fiscal years and would have to dip 
into reserves to cover a projected $3.3 mil-
lion revenue shortfall. A negative fund bal-
ance would be anticipated by the 2027 fiscal 
year.

To maintain and upgrade equipment, an es-
timated $9.5 million in capital improvements 
has been proposed over the next five years. 
In order not to overburden local residents 
with even larger rate increases, city leaders 
anticipate having to fund some of these im-
provements through debt.

NewGen has also recommended a tiered 
structure in which higher rates would be 
charged for customers who use more water 
— or have a larger meter that can accommo-
date more water use.

“We recommend the more you use, the 
more you pay,” Ekrut said. “Ideally, we are 
trying to encourage conservation. Water is a 
limited resource.”

Rate increases have also been recommend-
ed for the following two fiscal years.

“The good news is as we look out — if we 
can get through this push — rates will mod-
erate, but there’s a little bit of a hill to climb,” 
Ekrut said.

Although a vote on the rate increase will 
take place at a future meeting, Mayor Gary 
Chumley talked about the importance of 
maintaining the water system properly.

“If we don’t do anything, we’ll end up like 
Marlin and Groesbeck and wake up without 
any water.”

WATER
FROM PAGE A1

Coaches help set tone for success at Gatesville High

SE’VETTE EARLY | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Coach Aaron Hunter, third from left, and the GHS coaching staff focus on leading by example.

Making a postive impact is important to GHS head football coach Aaron Hunter, staff
BY SE’VETTE EARLY
STAFF WRITER

As members of the athletic department at Gatesville ISD, 
head football coach Aaron Hunter and his staff members un-
derstand the importance of setting an excellent example for 
the GISD student-athletes in everything they do.

“We are teachers before we are coaches, and we firmly be-
lieve coaches have the opportunity to positively impact just 
as many students in the classroom as they do on the field,” 
he said. “Dressing professionally is just a small way that we 

can help set the tone of how important education is and that, 
ultimately, education will always take you further than your 
athletic ability will.”  

The administration at Gatesville ISD is very supportive of 

athletics, and coach Hunter said that he and his staff must 
do their part to help make the whole campus successful. He 
and his coaches do that by always talking with their athletes 
about how they represent something bigger than themselves. 

“We as coaches have to have the same mentality, eyes are 
always watching us, and we must practice what we preach,” 
he said.

Hunter said the coaches strive daily to positively impact 
those around them, and that their appearance and body lan-
guage are a big part of that.

“Eyes are always watching us, and we must 

practice what we preach.”

Aaron Hunter

Fort Hood hosts U.S. Army Forces
Command Best Squad competition

FORT HOOD – U.S. Army Forces Command 
held the Army’s inaugural “Best Squad Com-
petition” at the FORSCOM level here August 
15-19 as nine of the Army’s most formidable 
squads competed from around the country.

The squads competed in various challeng-
ing events all over Fort Hood, testing their 
physical and mental toughness and ability 
to work as a team. The squads have been in 
competition for months at local level compe-
titions. The winner competes at the Depart-
ment of the Army level in September.

“By the time the squads get to the Army 
level, we know they’re tactically sound,” said 
Sgt. Maj. of the Army Michael Grinston earlier 
this year when announcing the competition. 
“So, we’re going to challenge them in ways 
maybe they haven’t been challenged before, 
see how they respond when they’re stressed 
in other ways.”

Competing from III Armored Corps and 
Fort Hood were the 89th Military Police Bri-
gade. Independent Living

Schedule a tour today!

Let go of the burden of home maintenance.

Enjoy retirement in comfort, safety and style. 
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The DISPATCH

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022 
Jody & Robin Thomas (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville
(254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 175-220 
300-400 lb. 185-220 
400-500 lb. 170-210
500-600 lb. 160-185
600-700 lb. 150-175
700-800 lb. 140-165

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 150-185
300-400 lb. 145-180    
400-500 lb. 145-175
500-600 lb. 145-165
600-700 lb. 140-155
700-800 lb. 130-145

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 77-92
Low Yielding 60-73       
Fats 75-87
Thin & Shelly 30-50

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 65-114

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1200-1500
Young Fair 1000-1200
Aged Pairs Split & Weighed

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 500-1200

Number of Head 848

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Aug. 18

2:31 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 100 
block of N. 28th Street.

1:18 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 400 block of 
14th Street.

4:11 p.m., animal cruel-
ty was reported in the 100 
block of S. 34th Street.

6:40 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 7000 block 
of N. State Highway 36.

8:22 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 500 block of 
Bridge Street.

10:26 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
400 block of Park Street.
Aug. 19

2:37 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 100 
block of S. State Highway 36 
Bypass.

2:39 p.m., a fight was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Airport Road.

5:59 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 200 
block of Oak Ridge Road.

7:14 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
2200 block of Bridge Street.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Coryell Health RehabLiving at The Meadows recently hosted a “Living with Dementia” workshop at the Gatesville Civic Center. The guest 
speaker was dementia expert Tam Cummings, a PhD. who is a gerontologist dedicated to untangling the complexities of dementia. Dr. 
Cummings related to those in attendance that her mission is to inspire, educate and empower dementia caregivers.

DEMENTIA WORKSHOP

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of August 18 – 20. While there were 
many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls 
should be made to 911, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 
865-7201.

8:46 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
2300 block of Business 
Highway 36.

11:59 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 200 block of 
CR 330.
Aug. 20

12:02 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
700 block of E. Leon Street.

7:10 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2500 
block of E. FM 931.

10:46 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 200 block of 
Carroll Drive.

11:51 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 800 
block of S. 7th Street.

1:02 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
400 block of S. 7th Street.

2:34 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
11000 block of N. State 
Highway 36.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Aug. 18

3:12 p.m., a grass fire 
was reported on Hwy. 36 at 
North Fort Hood.

3:18 p.m., animal neglect 
was reported in the 600 
block of Dove Lane.

6:02 p.m., a stranded mo-
torist was reported on FM 
116 at Shell Mountain.

6:48 p.m., a minor acci-
dent was reported on Hwy. 
36 at CR 196.

8:39 p.m., a dog bite was 
reported in the 800 block of 
Bluestem Drive.

9:20 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on W. 
Highway 84.
Aug. 19

7:56 a.m., a minor accident 
was reported on FM 2955 
and N. Highway 36.

8:29 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 

2412 and CR 174.
10:32 a.m., a welfare con-

cern was reported in the 500 
block of Casa Del Rancho 
Road.

4:52 p.m., a dog bite was 
reported in the 500 block of 
E. Brooks Drive.

6:21 p.m., illegal burning 
was reported on CR 142.

8:54 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
2412 near CR 174.
Aug. 20

12:05 a.m., a threat was 
reported in the 200 block of 
CR 330.

7:14 a.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
2500 block of E. FM 931.

10:41 a.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 4800 
block of S. Hwy. 36.

2:49 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Hay Valley Road.

10:25 p.m., deadly con-
duct was reported in the 800 
block of Cactus Lane.

11:13 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 1700 block of Fort Panic 
Road.

SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is a newspaper 
publisher, actor, author, play-
wright, performer and enter-
tainment producer/promoter.

The other day I stopped by 
the neighborhood grocery 
store. My wife, Teresa, does 
our day-to-day grocery shop-
ping but every now and then, 
I enjoy going to the store and 
picking up a few things. I 
shopped around and selected 
snacks I wanted to take to 
the office. Many times, I work 
through lunch, and I like to 
keep some yogurt, fruit or 
some other snack on hand in 
case I get hungry.

I was ready to check out 
when I thought it would be 
good idea to call my wife and 
see if she needed anything 
before I headed home. No 
matter how good a shopper 
you are, things get forgot-
ten, so I thought maybe my 
call might save her a trip to 
the store. Teresa responded 
she was good, except if I saw 
Oreo cookies, to pick some 
up. The shelves were empty 
of Oreos on her recent trip to 
the grocery and I learned our 
four-year-old granddaugh-
ter had quite the passion for 
them. 

Upon hearing the word, 
“Oreo” my mind started to 
drift back to my youth. Oh, 
how I loved having a big stack 
of Oreos sitting in front of 
me with an ice-cold glass of 
milk strategically placed in 
the middle of the plate. I had 
mastered a technique where 
I would place the Oreo be-
tween my thumb and index 
finger and dunk the tasty 
treat beneath the surface of 
the milk for almost 40 sec-
onds. This would allow the 
cookie to absorb a significant 
quantity of milk, thus soften-
ing its texture to the point of 
nearly falling apart. At the 
end of 40 seconds, I would 
lean over, toss the cookie in 
my mouth, and allow it to dis-
solve. It did not require chew-
ing. One could simply savor 
the deliciousness and wash 
down the residue with a taste 
of cold milk.

Even as an adult there have 
been times when I would buy 
Oreos and spend the next 
couple of nights devour-

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Surprise: Daydream 
of Oreo cookie bliss     
tragically turns into   
story of shock and woe

ing cookies. I don’t think I 
had purchased Oreos in the 
nearly four years of our mar-
riage, but on that day, I loved 
the thought of it. I cruised 
the aisles of the store, found 
a bag of the legendary deli-
ciousness, included a half 
gallon of milk to my pur-
chase inventory, and checked 
out. I was very pleased I was 
getting some cookies my 
granddaughter would like, 
but frankly, my tastebuds 
were more focused on dining 
self-gratification. It had been 
a long time since I had eaten 
an Oreo.

My wife kept the grand-
daughter the next day, and 
they had a big time. They 
played games at the house, 
did art projects and then lat-
er went to the pool. Sometime 
during this process, Harper 
managed to get into the bag 
of Oreos. Mind you, at least in 
part, I did purchase them for 
her to enjoy. 

That night I came home late 
from work and was pooped 
from a long and arduous day. 
We ate dinner and watched 
TV, and then my sweet tooth 
hit. Oh yeah, I had forgotten 
I had purchased Oreos and 
some milk the day before. 
Comfort food for sure! I 
walked into the kitchen, got a 
plate and a glass of milk, and 
reached in the Oreo bag to 
retrieve four or five cookies. 
Boy oh boy this was going to 
be satisfying!

I walked into the living 
room, sat down, looked down 
at my plate with keen antici-
pation, when I noticed some-
thing was terribly wrong! 
The Oreos did not look right. 
They were somehow thinner. 
Could this be the result of a 
change in the manufacturing 
process? Was it an attempt 
to alter a legendary prod-
uct in the hopes of adding 
a few dollars to the bottom 
line? How could the company 
modify a legend like Oreos 
for the sake of profits? I then 
looked closer. 

There was no icing in any 
of the cookies I had taken out 
of the bag. It had been licked 
off the cookie as precisely as 
if the work were done by a 
Swiss watch maker repairing 
a Rolex. Once the icing had 
been removed, the two cookie 
halves were stuck back to-
gether and evidently placed 
back in the cookie bag with a 
uniformity that no machine 
could match. 

I had been fleeced!
I believe in recycling, but 

not with my Oreos! Heavens 
knows my waistline didn’t 
need them anyway. I had 
been hornswoggled by a four-
year-old and I have a feeling 
it won’t be the last time she 
gets the better of me.

Thought for the day: Clean-
ing your home while your 
kids are still growing up is a 
lot like shoveling the side-
walk when it is still snowing.

Until next time.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-
573-7066, ext. 260

The USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) reminds pro-
ducers to review available 
USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal 
crop insurance and Nonin-
sured Crop Disaster Assis-

tance Program (NAP) cover-
age.

Federal crop insurance 
covers crop losses from 
natural adversities such as 
drought, hail, and excessive 
moisture. NAP covers losses 
from natural disasters on 
crops for which no perma-
nent federal crop insurance 
program is available, includ-
ing perennial grass forage 
and grazing crops, fruits, 
vegetables, mushrooms, flo-
riculture, ornamental nurs-
ery, aquaculture, turf grass, 
ginseng, honey, syrup, bio-
energy, and industrial crops.

The deadline to purchase 
a NAP policy for 2023 small 
grains for haying and graz-
ing is Sept. 1, 2022, and the 
deadline for 2023 grasses 
and mixed forages for hay-
ing and grazing is Dec. 1, 
2022. 

The USDA has partnered 

with Michigan State Univer-
sity and the University of 
Illinois to create an online 
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/
nap that allows producers 
to determine whether their 
crops are eligible for federal 
crop insurance or NAP and 
to explore the best level of 
protection for their opera-
tion.

NAP basic coverage is 
available at 55 percent of 
the average market price for 
crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected produc-
tion, with higher levels of 
coverage, up to 65 percent 
of their expected produc-
tion at 100 percent of the 
average market price avail-
able, including coverage for 
organics and crops market-
ed directly to consumers. 
Crops intended for grazing 
are not eligible for addition-
al NAP coverage.

Federal crop insurance 
coverage is sold and deliv-
ered solely through private 
insurance agents. Agent 
lists are available at all 
USDA Service Centers or at 
USDA’s online Agent Loca-
tor: http://prodwebnlb.rma.
usda.gov/apps/AgentLoca-
tor/#. Producers can use 
the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.
gov/apps/costestimator/
Default.aspx, to predict in-
surance premium costs.

For more information on 
NAP, service fees, premiums 
and sales deadlines, contact 
the Coryell County FSA of-
fice at 254-865-7012 or visit 
the web at www.fsa.usda.
gov/nap.

Coryell County producers urged to 
consider risk coverage before deadlines
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OBITUARIES

CINDY ELAINE 

GORDON
Oct. 23, 1955 – Aug. 15, 2022

Cindy Elaine Gordon, age 
66, of Purmela, passed away 
peacefully in her sleep on 
Monday, August 15, 2022. 
Funeral services were held 
Tuesday at her home in Pur-
mela. Pastor Wray Nunn, a 
longtime family friend, offi-
ciated her service. Food and 
fellowship were provided at 
the Pearl Community Center 
in Pearl by some of her Evant 
kiddos Nolan Sanders, Clay-
ton and Stephanie Landua 
and Ashley Erwin. 

Cindy Elaine Gordon was 
born October 23, 1955, in 

Houston to the late Bobby 
Fears and Annie Pearson. 
She loved plants and work-
ing in her yard. Her heart 
was pure and full of love. 
She loved watching football 
with her kids and grandkids 
and cheering for their teams. 
Where they were you could 
surely find her. Her children 
and their families were the 
loves of her life. She never 
lost her faith in God, but she 
was ready to go and meet 
Jesus. 

 She is survived by her five 
children Amy Paul and hus-
band, Jason, Caroline Paxton 
and boyfriend, Shawn, Tra-
vis Cox, Daniel Cox and girl-
friend, Gracie Cantwell, and 
Andrew Gordon Jr. and wife, 
Ashley. She is also survived 
by her siblings Gaylen Hen-
son, Katy Henline and hus-
band, Robert, Tammy Strick-
land, Jason Lee, Bobby Fears 
Jr. and wife, Sandy, Deb-
bie Clayburg and husband, 
Kenny, Becky Reynolds, and 
Richard Reynolds. She also 
leaves behind many niec-
es and nephews, her Aunt 
Neeter Lum, several others 
she called her own and many 
dear friends. She will surely 
be missed by many.

GLENDA 

MURRAY
April 3, 1935 – Aug. 15, 2022

Glenda Murray, age 87, of 
Austin, formerly of Gates-
ville, passed away on Mon-
day, August 15, 2022, in 
Austin.

Funeral services were held 
at 2 p.m. Friday, August 
19, 2022, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home Chapel, with Minister 
Loyd Hall officiating.  Inter-
ment followed at Restland 
Cemetery.  

Glenda Roberts Murray 
was born on April 3, 1935, 
in Coryell County, to the late 

Ross and Thelma Vesta Culp 
Roberts. She attended Gates-
ville High School where she 
played the timpani drums 
and was Secretary for the 
Senior Class of 1955.  While 
at North Texas State Uni-
versity in Denton, a friend 
of Glenda’s set her up on a 
blind date with Max Mur-
ray, who was also attend-
ing the university and had 
recently returned from the 
Navy. Glenda stood him up, 
but eventually, Max won 
Glenda’s heart. On March 5, 
1955, they married at Max’s 
mother’s home, Maude Mur-
ray, in Denton.   She was a 
member of the Gatesville 
Church of Christ.

Glenda is survived by her 
husband, Max Murray; four 
children, Grayson Nelson, 
Cameron Hardman, Craig 
Murray, Heather Muel-
ler; sister, Mary Lou Reed; 
grandchildren, Eric Nolff, 
Callie Schmidbauer, Corrine 
Murray, Katelyn Mueller, 
Cassandra Murray, Emilee 
Mueller and Corbin Murray; 
great-grandchildren,  Rowan 
Schmidbauer and Fallon 
Schmidbauer.

FRANCES 

SPENCE
Feb. 2, 1932 – Aug. 17, 2022

Frances Spence, age 90, 
of Gatesville, passed away 
on Wednesday, August 17, 
2022.

Funeral services will be 
held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
August 24, 2022, at King 
Baptist Church, with Rev. 
Charles McKamie officiating.  
Interment will follow at King 
Cemetery.  

Lennie Frances Spence was 
born on February 2, 1932, 
in the Slater community of 
Coryell County to the late 
Roy and Lula Wittie Stovall.  
She grew up in the Slater 
and King communities and 
went to school in Pearl and 
Gatesville, graduating from 
Gatesville High School in 
1949.  She married Grady H. 
Spence on August 31, 1947, 
at her home.  She started 
working at Medical Plas-
tics Laboratory in 1969 and 

worked there for 44 years 
and twenty-two days, retir-
ing from Laerdal in 2013 at 
the age of 81.  She was bap-
tized in the Cowhouse Creek 
at the age of eight years old 
at King Baptist Church.  She 
remained a member of King 
Baptist Church for many 
years and was currently a 
member at Eastwood Baptist 
Church.  She was a mem-
ber of the Quilting Club in 
Gatesville, that met at the 
members’ homes.  She was 
a former Den Mother for the 
Cub Scouts and she enjoyed 
cooking, gardening, canning, 
sewing, and crocheting.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband, 
Grady H. Spence, Sr. in 2008; 
brother, Clyde Alexander 
Stovall in 1931; sister, Kath-
ryn Mosley in 2022; grand-
son, Christopher Alexan-
der Patrick in 2009; and 
a daughter-in-law, Sandy 
Spence in 2018.

Frances is survived by her 
son, Grady H. Spence, Jr.; 
daughter, Luanna Gayle Gos-
sett and husband, Johnny; 
grandson, Jonathan Andrew 
Patrick; great-grandson, 
Aidan Lane Patrick; adopted 
grandson, Michael Moore 
and wife, Sharitta; aunt, 
Grace Stovall; and many 
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly has designated memorials 
be made to the King Cem-
etery Association or King 
Baptist Church, c/o 601 CR 
135, Gatesville, TX 76528.

HENRY 

MCCLENDON
June 8, 1931 – Aug. 15, 2022

Henry McClendon, age 91, 
of Gatesville, passed away on 
Monday, August 15, in Waco.

Memorial services will be 
held at 10 a.m. Thursday, 
August 25, at Turnersville 
Community Tabernacle. In-
urnment will follow at Turn-
ersville Cemetery.

H. N. McClendon was 
born on a ranch in Cory-
ell County near the Bosque 
and Hamilton County line 
on June 8, 1931. His fam-
ily moved to a farm two 
miles south of their home in 
1940, where his neighbors 
were the Smith, Cathey and 
Pruitt families. He worked 
as a farm laborer with his 
family until 1955. He gradu-
ated from Turnersville High 
School in 1949. He was very 
athletic and participated in 
all sports. He was basket-
ball captain in 1948, and 
his classmates called him 
“Henry” through most of his 
school years. His father, R. 

M. “Dad” McClendon passed 
away in May 1950. The Mc-
Clendons had purchased the 
Tharp Lone Tree Place near 
the town of Turnersville in 
1948. Henry was not accept-
ed by the military when he 
volunteered at age 18, most 
likely because his mother 
and brother needed him to 
help operate the farm. When 
the farm note was paid off, 
Henry decided to move to 
the city. He met and mar-
ried Helen Harris in 1955. 
Henry was hired by Standard 
Oil Company in 1957 and 
delivered gasoline. He was 
promoted to dispatcher and 
retired after 31 years of ser-
vice from Exxon in 1989. 

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Helen Joyce Mc-
Clendon on May 10, 2015; 
brothers and sisters, Syble, 
Ralph, Roland, Bertha Marie 
and Dick.

Henry is survived by three 
children, Carl McClendon 
and wife, Patti, Steve Mc-
Clendon and wife, Shannon, 
Deana McClendon; brother, 
Eugene McClendon; eight 
grandchildren, Michelle 
Blalack, Mark Blalack, Jason 
McClendon, Drew McClen-
don, Whitney Wesser, Chase 
McClendon, Rachel Shirey 
and Brent McClendon; twelve 
great-grandchildren; six 
great-great grandchildren; 
nephews, John and Fred 
Mayberry, Richard, Helen 
Jean, Roy and Ruth Ann, 
Roland and Doug Bibb and 
Larry Fickland.

Memorials may be made to 
the Turnersville Community 
Center, P.O. Box 701, Gates-
ville, TX 76528.

RICHARD ‘DICK’ 

MCCLENDON
Dec. 10, 1928 – July 8, 2021 

Richard ‘Dick’ McClen-
don was born December 10, 
1928, to Roland ‘Dad’ and 
Bertha McClendon in Turn-
ersville, Texas.  He died in 
Santa Barbara County, Cali-
fornia July 8, 2021. A memo-
rial service will be held at 11 
a.m. in Turnersville at the 
Turnersville Community 
Center on August 25, 2022.  
He preferred that his ashes 
be tossed into the ocean be-
cause he did not want to be 
any trouble for anyone.  He 
was born and raised on the 
Foote Ranch in Texas.  He 
was respected by everyone 
who ever knew him.  

As a farm boy, growing 
up during the depression, 
Dick was working the same 
as all farm children, sun up 
to sun down, missing school 
to pick cotton or working in 
the grain fields.  He did play 
on some Sunday afternoons 
with nearby school friends. 
But, when they were young 
teens, he was working at the 
thrashing machine, driving 
a tractor, hauling hay, what-
ever needed to be done be-
cause all the older men had 
gone away to fight a war.  He 
was voted most popular stu-
dent his senior year as well 
as football and basketball 
captain under Virgil Jones, 
coach, and superinten-
dent.  He attended Tarleton 
State College in 1947 before 
joining the U.S. Navy. Dick 
volunteered in December 
1948 for his military service 
and served on one of the 
first aircraft carriers which 
flew jet airplanes.  Rich-
ard Tucker McClendon was 
Honorably Discharged from 
the U.S. Navy as an aviation 
electrician in March 1952 in 
San Diego, California. The 
U.S. Commander of the Air 
Force of the Pacific Fleet 
recommended McClendon 

for Reenlistment as well as a 
Good Conduct Medal. After 
his discharge he worked for 
Chance Vought in Dallas for 
a year before moving sev-
eral times and ending up in 
California where he was em-
ployed by Lockheed Martin 
at the Vandenberg Air Force 
Base on the Missile Launch-
ing Tracking Team.  He met 
Jeanette Krause, his forever 
sweetheart at a dance in Cali-
fornia.  They were married on 
July 31, 1954, bought a home 
in Lompoc and lived there for 
the rest of their lives.  Howev-
er, he traveled to many loca-
tions worldwide in his career. 
He and Jeanette were living in 
New Mexico when he worked 
with the team on the lunar 
landing module. 

He was employed for work 
with the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Scout Program 
from 1960 to 1980.  He was 
awarded a watch by Vought 
Corporation in 1977 for his 
25 years of service from 
1952-1977. The McClendons 
lived a very frugal and simple 
lifestyle.  Their newest car 
was a 1976 Chevrolet which 
may still be in the driveway 
on Daisy Street in Lompoc. 
He worked until 1994 and re-
tired as a Foreman. He and Ja-
nette were both treated for a 
work-related illness for many 
years.  Jeanette died in 2019 
and her ashes were tossed 
into the sea at that time. 

Some McClendon family 
members had nicknames, 
and some did not.  Jeanette 
was simply call Jay.  Roland 
was always known as ‘Dad’ 
even as a child; Richard 
Tucker and H.N., his younger 
brother, were known by their 
school friends as Dick and 
Henry.  Professionally, Dick 
was recognized as R. T. Mc-
Clendon. His work friends 
called him “Mac”.

Dick had three sisters and 
three brothers.  Syble, Ralph, 
Bertha Marie, and Rollene 
predeceased Richard.  All 
are buried in the Turners-
ville Cemetery except Bertha 
Marie Bibb Roam who was 
buried in Selma, California in 
2020. Three of his nephews 
died at a very young age. Two 
sisters-in-law died earlier as 
well as two brothers-in-law.

Dick is survived by his 
brother, Eugene McClendon 
of Amarillo and twenty niec-
es and nephews.

LORETTA ANN 

BAILEY MOORE
Aug. 1, 1938 – Aug. 11, 2022

Loretta Ann Bailey Moore 
passed away on Thursday, 
August 11, 2022, at her 
home in Gatesville. A memo-
rial Service is scheduled for 
Sunday, September 4, 2022, 
at 1 p.m. at Levita Baptist 
Church. 

Loretta was born August 
1, 1938, in San Antonio, 
to Henry Ford Bailey and 
Frankie Regina Bell Bailey. 
She lived and worked in the 
Houston area for many years 
and on June 11, 1959, she 
married Raymond Eugene 

Moore. 
Loretta loved the outdoors 

and would go fishing and 
hunting with Gene; they es-
pecially enjoyed saltwater 
fishing together. She and 
Gene had several dogs over 
the years that they loved. 
Loretta’s little Chihuahua, 
“Peanut” will truly miss her.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; all of her 
siblings; and her beloved 
husband, Gene, who passed 
in 2008.

Loretta is survived by her 
son, Raymond E. Moore, Jr. 
and wife, Marleen, of Pur-
mela and a grandson, Clifton 
Cade Moore and his family. 

Loretta’s family would like 
to thank Jeanetta Millsap 
and Bill Wessels for their 
help through the years and 
a special thank-you to the 
nurses and doctors at Blue-
bonnet Hospice. 

Memorials may be made in 
lieu of flowers to Cal Farley’s 
Boys Ranch, P.O. Box 1890, 
Amarillo, TX, 79174, www.
calfarley.com.

Memorial Service
John E. Payne

Feb. 22, 1959 - July 22, 2022

Saturday, Aug. 27 • 6:00-8:30 P.M.

Gatesville Housing Authority
213 N. 14th Street, Gatesville, TX 76528

A meal will be served.

The Coryell County Genea-
logical Society’s guest speak-
er for its Sept. 13 meeting 
will be Coryell County Clerk 
Jennifer Newton.

Genealogical Society to meet September 13
The program will cover 

the records available at the 
county clerk’s office for fam-
ily historians and genealo-
gists. Basic records of birth, 

death, and marriage are the 
backbone of genealogical 
and historical research, but 
there are many other county 
records that provide valuable 

information.
The public is welcome to 

attend the 6 p.m. meeting, in 
the conference room at the 
Gatesville Public Library.

Gatesville’s Exchange and 
Lions Clubs will be host-
ing their 22nd Annual Golf 
Scramble on Saturday, Sept. 
10 at the Gatesville Country 
Club. Registration will begin 
at 7:30 a.m. and there will be 

Golf Scramble to be held September 10
a shotgun start at 9 a.m.

Team prizes (based on 14-
team field) will be $500 for 
first place, $400 for fourth 
place, and $200 for eighth 
place. Those interested can 
form their own four-person 

team or sign-up for a team 
list which will be $200 per 
team or $50 per member. The 
price includes green fees, golf 
cart, and food.

There will be a $5,000 Hole-
in-One contest plus three 

other Hole-in-One prizes 
sponsored by First National 
Bank.

For more information, con-
tact Alan Mathis at 254-289-
1651 or Tom Creek at 254-
774-5933.

Come meet your new 

best friend!

FOR INFO: 254-865-2226

We have many loving dogs who 

need a family to love them back.

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242
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OBITUARIES
CHARLES DANIEL 

WISE
Feb. 13, 1928 – Aug. 19, 2022

Charles Daniel Wise was 
born Feb. 13, 1928, in Coryell 
City, and lived on earth until 
Aug. 19, 2022, when he died 
in Gatesville from the im-
pacts of pancreatic cancer. 

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Friday, Aug. 
26, at Trinity Baptist Church, 
1506 W. Main St., Gatesville, 
with Rev. Tim Crosby and 
Rev. James Pool officiating. 
Interment will follow at Rest-
land Cemetery in Gatesville. 
The family will receive visi-
tors from 5 to 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 25 at Scott’s Fu-
neral Home, 2425 E. Main St., 
Gatesville.

Charles attended a four-
room schoolhouse in Arnett. 
His earliest job was caddy-
ing at Gatesville Golf Course 
where his grandfather, Daniel 
Webster Davis, was caretaker 
along with his wife Lula Mae 
Davis. He completed eighth 
grade at West Avenue Junior 
High in Waco and delivered 
prescriptions for the drug 
store then located at N. 15th 
and Colcord. He dropped out 
of school and moved to Fort 
Worth to help support his fa-
ther by working at Carshon’s 
Meat Market and Deli. 

Two days after turning 17 
years old, Charles enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy during World 
War II, serving seven years 
on supply/personnel ships 
in the Pacific Ocean and dur-
ing the invasion of Korea. He 
noticed that a few differenc-
es between himself and the 
Naval officers were educa-
tion and social graces and re-
quested that his mother send 
him a dictionary and book on 

etiquette. As an eyewitness 
to atomic bomb tests in the 
Bikini Islands, he noted, “Ev-
erybody was scared and ap-
prehensive. We were issued 
special sunglasses to wear 
during the test. The test area 
was filled with abandoned 
boats captured from the war 
enemies. Later we boarded 
those ships with Geiger coun-
ters to assess various items 
placed there as experiments 
for testing the effects of ra-
diation.” Observing the trau-
matic impact of the Korean 
invasion as the front-line 
soldiers rotated back through 
his ship stationed in the port, 
Charles took an account of 
his life and began to consider 
what changes needed to take 
place. 

Charles finished his GED, 
enrolled in 1951 at Baylor 
University through the G.I. 
Bill and on academic proba-
tion, and received a B.A. in 
Business with minors in Eng-
lish, psychology and speech. 
Baylor was a meaningful part 
of his life. He accepted Jesus 
Christ as his savior during 
his college years. “Becoming 
a Christian was like coming 
out of a long dark tunnel into 
the sunlight. I woke up the 
next morning with hope for 
the first time in my life, filled 
with gratitude.” He and Mary 
Alice met three months later 
in geology class. “I thought 
she was one of the prettiest 
girls I had ever met. But even 
more so I saw in her the love 
and happiness from knowing 
Jesus.”

 He served in student gov-
ernment and as student body 
president. As an alumnus, 
he enjoyed years of service 
on the Development Council, 
Board of Regents, and Diana 
R. Garland School of Social 
Work’s Board of Advocates. 
He learned a lot from Baylor 
about raising donations back 
in the early days: “When the 
need is money let that need 
be known to donors, and 
proceed cautiously with of-
fers of portraits, oil leases, 
antiques, etc. that may have 
other hidden contingencies.” 
Baylor sports events led to 
many fun outings with fam-
ily and friends no matter the 
outcome of the score. Charles 
and Mary Alice were honored 
with the Founders Medal 

from Baylor in 2011. 
Charles contemplated voca-

tions in ministry, politics or 
business, and he and Mary 
Alice decided the most ef-
fective way for them to serve 
was as Christian citizens 
wherever they lived. After 
a brief stop in Houston, his 
first major job after Baylor 
was on the sales management 
team of Upjohn Pharmaceuti-
cal where he and the family 
were based out of San Anto-
nio, Temple, and Fort Worth. 
His rookie sales year included 
introducing an innovative-at-
the-time insulin tablet and 
building relationships with 
the Hispanic doctors of the 
San Antonio area. He also 
taught the Dale Carnegie 
course. For the duration of 
his life, he put into practice 
one of Carnegie’s quotes: “Re-
member that a person’s name 
is to that person the sweetest 
and most important sound 
in any language” because it 
embodied respect for and ac-
ceptance of others. 

1968 brought several 
changes including mov-
ing to his hometown area of 
Gatesville and joining the 
leadership of Medical Plas-
tics Laboratory (later bought 
out by Laerdal), a company 
that produces health educa-
tion models. This move was a 
bit of a full circle for Charlie 
as MPL was started by Drs. 
Wendall and Elworth Low-
rey (along with Dr. Tom Wil-
liams and Price Neeley) and 
it was their father, the elder 
Dr. Lowrey, who had given 
the original land for the golf 
course where Charlie had 
first worked. Though busi-
ness trips allowed Charlie 
and Mary to visit many places 
around the globe, the more 
satisfying part of the work at 
MPL was engaging with the 
employee team to provide 
excellent products and create 
jobs to highlight the gifts and 
skills of those choosing to 
live in Gatesville. He enjoyed 
serving in the community 
through the Lions Club, Co-
ryell Memorial Hospital and 
Foundation boards, Gates-
ville Chamber of Commerce, 
and Gatesville ISD school 
board. He was honored as 
“Gatesville Citizen of the 
Year,” “Lion of the Year,” and 
“Humanitarian of the Year 

– Gatesville Black History 
Awards.” 

Being a part of the body of 
Christ as expressed through 
the local church was an es-
sential part of Charlie’s faith 
development and practice: 
learning about hospitality 
and Rotel cheese dip from 
the Leuschner sisters’ Sunday 
night fellowships at Seventh 
and James Baptist (Waco) 
during the Baylor years; find-
ing life-long community with 
the “Unfamily” and becom-
ing a deacon at Manor Baptist 
(San Antonio); teaching and 
serving at Memorial Baptist 
(Temple), University Baptist 
(Ft. Worth), and First Baptist 
(Gatesville). An especially 
meaningful part of Charlie’s 
life was being involved in 
Trinity Baptist Church (Gates-
ville) from the beginning 
(1976) to present. Trinity’s 
motto is “a church that cares” 
and Charlie experienced the 
mutual love of caring rela-
tionships through bus minis-
try, prison ministry, Sunday 
School, and service in the 
Gatesville area.

Favorite memories include: 
“closing the office” (espe-
cially during retirement) each 
week to go with Mary Alice on 
little day trips to eat a meal, 
see a movie, run errands or 
visit with family/friends; 
train/road trips and support-
ive discussions with Charles 
Ross; vacations at Trapp Fam-
ily Lodge; hiking in Vermont 
with Kathy and friends; hymn 
singing at gatherings of fam-
ily/friends; early morning 
jogging/walking from age 43 
to 93; early Sunday mornings 
with the bus team; and per-
sonal Bible study and his love 
for preparing to teach weekly 
Sunday School.

Generosity was a theme 
observed in Charlie’s life. He 
never forgot what it was like 
to grow up with very little 
in terms of material posses-
sions. He recognized that 
“every good and perfect gift 
comes from above” (James 
1:17) and believed that stew-
ardship and generosity are 
vital parts of the Christian 
faith. Charlie looked for op-
portunities to live out James 
1:27: “Religion that God our 
Father accepts as pure and 
faultless is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their 

distress and to keep one-
self from being polluted by 
the world.” He took to heart 
this challenge and calling to 
engage personally over and 
above monetary giving: “You 
say you love the poor, but do 
you know their names?”

“Since I became an adult, 
I thought that execution 
was a correct outcome for 
a murderer. But my wife 
had started volunteering 
at death row for women in 
Gatesville in the 1980s, and 
I joined her after my retire-
ment from MPL in 1997. We 
sat around the table with 
these inmates, studying the 
Bible, singing praise songs, 
holding hands for prayer. 
These were people who had 
done horrible crimes. Many 
of them were executed, and 
we had the sobering privilege 
of sitting with Frances New-
ton in Huntsville in the hours 
before her execution. My at-
titude about the death pen-
alty completely changed. As I 
looked around the table, God 
impressed on me that death 
row was not necessary. These 
were not mean, evil people 
and often were there because 
of the impact of poverty, 
early life trauma and little ac-
cess to adequate legal coun-
sel. The Innocence Project 
has many helpful statistics 
regarding people who are un-
fairly sentenced. In getting to 
know these ladies and other 
inmates, we also learned how 
important family visits are to 
inmate rehabilitation and re-
duced recidivism. Along with 
numerous churches and indi-
viduals in our area, we helped 
with and got to witness the 
miracles of the formation 
of Central Texas Hospital-
ity House based on Matthew 
25:31-40. It has been one of 
the greatest joys of our lives 
to help offer a space for low-
income families to stay for 
free when they travel long 
distances to visit their loved 
ones in prison. Before CTHH 
existed, it was common for 
some of the folks to sleep in 
their vehicles in a park on the 
side of the road due to lack of 
funds for a hotel room. Often 
these visitors have tears of 
joy and gratitude because of 
the peace of Christ they feel 
when they walk in the doors, 
and they are treated with 

compassion as individuals.”
“Marriage is a ‘60-60’ part-

nership – giving deference 
to each other’s interests or 
extending grace to each other. 
I’ve been given far too much 
credit for any recognitions 
in my life. None would have 
been possible without the 
counsel and love from my be-
loved wife Mary. We regarded 
everything as a team. She 
discipled me in my early faith 
in Christ as I did not grow up 
in that environment. Some 
of my recommendations for 
a healthy marriage are: Pray 
daily with your spouse. Spend 
quality time each day with 
your family around the din-
ner table or elsewhere, where 
you listen to them, and they 
listen to you.” 

Philippians 4:4-7 “Rejoice 
in the Lord always. I will say it 
again: Rejoice! Let your gen-
tleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near. Do not be anx-
ious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Charles was preceded in 
death by his mother, Ruth 
Davis Williams, father, Wil-
liam Charley Wise, beloved 
stepfather, Esteen Williams, 
sisters, Bess Ernst and Wanda 
Johnson Forbis, aunt, Earlene 
Pennington, and uncle, Ralph 
Wise. 

He is survived by his wife 
Mary Alice Smith Wise, son 
Charles Ross Wise, daughter 
Mary Kathryn “Kathy” Wise, 
nephews Berry Johnson and 
wife Shirley, Billy Charles 
Johnson and wife Bambi, Bob 
Smith, Fred Smith and wife 
Holly, niece Maria McDonald 
and husband Brian, numer-
ous great- and great-great- 
nephews and nieces, and 
many dear friends who are 
“adopted” and loved as fam-
ily. Our family has extended 
far beyond the boundaries of 
biology.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations are appreciated 
to Central Texas Hospitality 
House, P.O. Box 124, Gates-
ville, TX 76528 or Trinity 
Baptist Church, 1506 W. Main 
Street, Gatesville, TX 76528.

TUMBLEWEED SMITH
Newspaper columnist and 
producer of The Sound of 
Texas radio series

When Steve Dunbar of 
Dayton was in the second 
grade, the teacher had some 
unusual punishments.  When 
he didn’t finish a math test 
in the allotted time, he got 
popped with a paddle.

“I sat there in tears know-
ing I wouldn’t finish the test 
in time and would end up 
getting pops,” says Steve.  
“That was a terrifying experi-
ence.  I kept it quiet and nev-
er talked about it for many 
many years.” 

The teacher told Steve that 

she had talked to his mother 
and they both decided that 
the way he was going to learn 
math was to punish him 
when he didn’t finish a test.  

“One time as an adult I was 
talking to my mother about 
the pops, and she said the 
teacher never talked to her.”  

Kinfolks at family re-
unions noticed a change in 
Steve after the second grade.  
He used to be so outgoing, 
greeting his family members 
with hugs and smiles, and 
then all of a sudden, he was 
withdrawn.  

Steve spent five years in 
naval service, got some de-
grees and gradually opened 
up to people and became his 
old self.  He teaches now in 
that same school building 
where he had a bad experi-
ence with the teacher.  He 
passes his second-grade 
room every school day but 
never goes inside it.

“I believe in punishment 
but not the way she would 
do it.  One time in the sec-
ond grade a friend and I 

didn’t like to be in crowds, 
didn’t like to go anywhere 
and felt like everybody was 
watching him, laughing at 
him, making fun of him. 

“I worked at a funeral 
home for a few years, and I 
was kinda forced into open-
ing up and start talking to 
people.  But it affected me 
for a long time.  I wasn’t 
very good at math and still 
haven’t learned it.  But I did 
great in my history courses 
and developed a great love 
for history.”   

COLUMN NAME

Steve Never Forgets The Second Grade
were standing in line to go to 
the bathroom, and we were 
horse playing.  The teacher 
had taken us down there 
and then went back to her 
classroom.  While we were 
playing, he slipped and fell 
down on that hard floor.  It 
hurt and he started crying.  
Of course, it echoed in the 
hallway because it was quiet 
in that school back then.   
She heard that crying sound, 
came to get us and took us 
back to the room.  

“She called both of us up 
to the front of the class, 
reached in her desk drawer 
and told us we’d better be 
glad she didn’t have time to 
do the full thing, but she had 
time to do this.  She put baby 
bibs around our neck, gave 
us a pacifier and a bottle and 
had us walk up and down the 
rows while she belittled us, 
calling us little babies and 
different things.  Everybody 
was laughing except us, and 
we were embarrassed.  We 
were glad she didn’t have 
much time, though.  Other-
wise, she would have pinned 
a cloth diaper on us and 
make us suck on the pacifier 
and bottle as we walked up 
and down that aisle.”

For the longest, Steve 

Smith
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PRUITT’S

#Best Breakfast
#Best Burger
#Best Catfish
#Best Chicken
#Best Chicken Fried Steak
#Best Waitstaff

#Best Cup of Coffee
#Best Fast Food
#Best Lunch Menu
#Best Salad
#Best Salsa
#Best Taco

CONVENIENCE STORE

Located next to TDCJ  – Hwy. 36 & FM 929
254-865-5602 • Breakfast: 5am-10am • Lunch: 9am-2pm

As a local, family-owned business, Pruitt’s has always put their 
customers first to ensure satisfaction; resulting in repeat business! 
We offer breakfast and lunch with reasonable prices, with weekly 

specials and the best Fish in town on Fridays!! Check out our 
drive-thru when you are thirsty for your favorite beverage.

Come see us at Pruitt’s where you will be treated like family.... 
31 YEARS OF SERVICES SPEAKS VOLUMES!!!

CAST YOUR VOTE: PRUITT’S CONVENIENCE STORE

“BEST OF BUSINESS”

Established 1991

VOTE FOR YOUR LOCAL FAVORITES!

Enter for your 
chance to

WIN $50

Food & Drink

Best Asian Food

Best Bakery

Best Bar/Tavern

Best BBQ

Best Breakfast 

Best Burger

Best Catering

Best Catfish

Best Chicken

Best Chicken Fried Steak

Best Cup of Coffee

Best Desserts 

Best Donuts

Best Fast Food

Best Food Truck

Best Happy Hour

Best Italian Food

Best Lunch Menu

Best Mexican Food

Best Nutrition Drinks

Best Pizza

Best Salad 

Best Salsa

Best Seafood

Best Snow Cone

Best Steak

Best Sushi

Best Sweet Tea

Best Taco

Goods & Services
Best A/C-Heating Service

Best Accounting Service

Best Apartments

Best Appliance Repair

Best Appliance Store

Best Auto Paint & Body

Best Auto Repair Shop

Best Bank

Best Barber Shop

Best Bed and Breakfast

Best Boat Repair Shop

Best Car Wash

Best Civic Organization

Best Cleaning Service

Best Clothing Store

Best Computer Repair

Best Construction Company

Best Convenience/Gas Store

Best Day Care/Preschool

Best Dentist Office

Best Dry Cleaner

Best Electrician

Best Electric Provider

Best Embroidery/Screen Printing

Best Feed Store

Best Fencing Company

Best Fitness Facility

Best Florist

Best Funeral Home

Best Furniture Store

Best Grocery Store

Best Gun Dealer

Best Hair Salon

Best Hardware Store

Best Home Health Agency

Best Retirement/Assistant Living

Best Insurance Agency

Best Jewelry Store

Best Lawn & Landscape Service

Best Liquor Store

Best Manicure/Pedicure

Best Mattress Store

Best Meat Store

Best Medical Clinic 

Best Music Lessons

Best Mortgage Company

Best New Car Dealership

Best Nursing Home

Best Oil Change

Best Pest Control

Best Pet Grooming

Best Pharmacy

Best Physical Therapy

Best Place of Worship

Best Place to Buy Wine

Best Plumbing Company

Best Pool Builder/Supplier

Best Pre-Owned Car Dealership

Best Produce 

Best Propane Company

Best Real Estate Agency

Best Rehabilitation Center

Best Resale Shop

Best Roofing Company

Best RV Park

Best Spa

Best Storage Facility

Best Tanning Salon

Best Tire Store

Best Title Company

Best Tractor/Lawn Equipment

Best Trash Service

Best Veterinary Clinic

Best Wedding/Event Venue

Best Wrecker/Towing Service

Winners will be announced October 29th 

in the Best of Gatesville Special Section!

Hurry, entries must be 

received by 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 31, 2022

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Email

Two ways to enter:  Mail ballots or drop off 

at the newspaper office! 116 S. 6th Street,  

Gatesville TX 76528 

Readers choice:

The Best of Gatesville is a consumer promotion sponsored by 

the Gatesville Messenger. Ballots will be published until Aug. 

27 for you the reader to cast your vote, telling us what you think 

are the “Best of” in Gatesville.

Contest Rules:

1. One entry per person. Entries must be on original newspaper 

ballots, no machine copies will be counted. Ballots must be at 

least 50% completed. Name, address and phone number must 

be filled in to be counted. Multiple ballots that appear to be from 
the same person will not be counted. 

2. Final decisions on ballots, categories and winning entries 

will be made by the Gatesville Messenger. 

3. All entries must be received by 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, Aug. 

31, 2022. (A random drawing of entries will determine the $50 

winner.)  

Best Accountant

Best Attorney

Best Bank Teller (Include Bank Name)

Best Barber

Best Builder/Developer

Best Car Salesman

Best Chiropractor

Best Dentist

Best Doctor

Best Fitness Trainer

Best Financial Advisor

Best Hair Stylist

Best Insurance Agent

Best Investment Advisor

Best Massage Therapist

Best Mechanic

Best Optometrist/Ophthalmologist

Best Photographer

Best Real Estate Agent 

Best Veterinarian

Best Waitstaff (Entire Staff)

People

2022

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

120 Reno Rd.  midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Gatesville, TX 76528 Master Lic. No. 42617

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

XX
Zach Hodges

254-383-6267

XX

Residential & Commercial

300 S. HWY. 36 BYPASS   |   GATESVILLE, TX 76528

LONG-TERM AND RESPITE CARE
REHABILITATION FOR POST-HOSPITAL STAY

WE ACCEPT ALL INSURANCES, MEDICARE TRADITIONAL, MEDICARE REPLACEMENT 
PLANS, MEDICAID, AND MEDICAID PENDING.

M E D I CA L  LO DG E

For info, call Director of Public Relations 
Susie Meelbusch at (254) 383-2307

WWW.HILLSIDEML.COMWWW.HILLSIDEML.COM

108 S. 6th Street • On the courthouse square
www.leairdsfurniture.com

We offer a complete line of 
furnishings for your home or business
from the most reputable brands like

WWW.GATESVILLETX.INFO

2307 HWY. 36 SOUTH, GATESVILLE, TX 76528

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GATESVILLECOC

254-865-2617

Shop Local. Shop Gatesville.

GATESVILLE CHAMBER 

OF COMMERCE

See & DoSee & Do

DiningDiningShoppingShopping

VisitGatesvilleTX.com

Events CalendarEvents Calendar

LodgingLodging

ALL PLUMBERS IN OUR TEAM ARE 

LICENSED! 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

CAMERA LOCATOR • RPZ BACKFLOW

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

RMP M41774

(254) 404-2242
WE ANSWER OUR PHONE CALLS!

Owner: Jeff Tesar

BESTThe

GATESVILLE

of
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The 2022 Gatesville Hornet 
Football posters have arrived 
and can be picked up at The 
Gatesville Messenger located 
at 116 S. 6th Street. A football 
team photo and 2022 varsity 
schedule are on the poster.

The poster is free of charge.

COURTESY PHOTO

With the recent requirement of identification badges for stu-
dents grades 4-12 at GISD, this requirement even applied to the 
school’s canines. Bishop, a Border Collie therapy dog was recently 
issued his identification badge although most students and 
faculty already know him by sight and by name. Bishop is now 
official.

BETSY CLARK
Pearl News Correspondent

It is with great sadness 
that we report the passing of 
Mr. Raymond Hall of Evant. 
Mr. Hall’s service was held 
at Scott’s Funeral Home on 
Saturday, Aug. 20. Burial fol-
lowed at Beehouse Cemetery 
with a lunch that followed at 
the Pearl Community Center. 
Mr. Hall’s wife was a Pearl 
School alumni, and they 
were very active in the Pearl 
Community Center through 
the years. They were also 
instrumental in the renova-
tion of that building. When 
the Pearl Church of Christ 
had their college scholar-
ship auctions, Mr. Hall al-
ways donated some of his 
turned wood bowls to this 
cause. Those beautiful bowls 
caused bidding wars (polite 
ones) to occur as everyone 
wanted one of those beauti-
ful items for two reasons—
first because they are so 
gorgeous and secondly be-

The Gatesville High School 
National Honor Society in-
ducted approximately 18 new 
members at the close of the 
2021-2022 school year. For 
students to be accepted and 
placed, they must demon-
strate academic achievement 
by achieving a GPA of 3.75 or 
higher and meet the require-
ments of the following chap-
ters: Scholarship, Service, 
Leadership, and Character. In 
addition, once accepted into 
the NHS, students must com-
plete 25 service hours, six of 
which are a project and are 
to be completed within the 
given timeline.

The Gatesville High 
School Class of 1972 are 
making plans for their 
50th class reunion. It 
will be held on Saturday, 
September 24, from 6-10 
p.m. at the Gatesville Civic 
Center. Refreshments and 
snacks will be provided. 
The class is also seeking 
contact information for 
missing class members.

For more information, 
please contact Kathy 
Sievers at sievers2@aol.
com or Keith Steward at 
keithstew53@gmail.com. 

SE’VETTE EARLY | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Slone Early works with children at Ridgewood Country Club tennis camp.

Local tennis player serves 
community, joins honor society

Senior Slone Early, newly 
inducted into the National 
Honor Society, completed his 
required six hours of a com-
munity service project during 
the summer. He served the 
community by providing free 
tennis lessons to prepare in-
coming first-year players and 
others interested in tennis an 
opportunity to improve their 
skills.

Players attending the camp 
improved their technique, 
strategy, and endurance 
with several drills. They also 
improved their footwork 
through ladder drills, shot 
selection through targets, 

and a net extender, and be-
came more comfortable with 
competition through multiple 
games and activities. Incom-
ing freshman and junior high 
players were introduced to 
new drills they will experi-
ence while on the Gatesville 
High School tennis team, 
such as “Four Corners.” 

Slone completed his re-
maining community ser-
vice hours helping elemen-
tary and intermediate-age 
students at the Ridgewood 
Country Club Summer Tennis 
Camp.

PEARL NEWS

Raymond Hall of Evant passes
cause Raymond made them. 
We will miss Raymond, and 
we still miss his sweet wife, 
Ino. Please keep this family 
in your prayers for comfort 
and peace, and may they 
remember Mr. and Mrs. Hall 
with love and thanksgiving 
that they are both now in 
the arms of their Savior and 
King. 

Items for the Labor Day 
Sunday Scholarship Silent 
Auction and Fish Fry on 
Sept. 4 are out and ready for 
bidding in the dining room 
at the Pearl Church of Christ. 
All proceeds from this auc-
tion benefit the scholarship 
fund for local and His Kids 
students. Everyone is invited 
to attend!

The next Pearl Bluegrass 
event will be Sept. 10. Sep-
tember is the only month 
that the Bluegrass event hap-
pens on the second Saturday 
of the month instead of the 
first Saturday. The Pearl Cot-
tage Bookstore will also be 
open that day, too. Hope you 
come and bring friends!

The Pearl Community Cen-
ter Flea Market will be held 
on Oct. 14-15, from 8 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. each of those 
days. Booths may be set up 
prior to the event on Oct. 13. 
More information coming 
soon.

The Pearl Church of Christ 
will celebrate its 127th birth-
day on Oct. 16. The church 

service begins at 10:30 a.m. 
with a catered dinner on the 
grounds to follow. If you 
have a vintage car, be sure 
and drive it to church that 
day. Plaques will be given 
to the youngest and oldest 
attending, the couple mar-
ried the longest, the longest 
attending church member, 
and to the one that traveled 
the longest distance. All are 
invited to attend.

Unfortunately, I have 
more fake news to clear up 
that I accidently reported 
last week regarding Linda 
Ray’s people contacting my 
people. Mrs. Ray informed 
me that I had forgotten that 
we have no people—they all 
quit long ago. SMH! So, the 
only true thing about this 
whole story about Linda’s 
cooking is that she, in fact, 
does not cook! However, she 
is still the reigning cham-
pion in shopping in the 
freezer section of any gro-
cery store—as long as the 
microwave directions do not 
exceed three minutes. That, 
folks, is true!

This week’s Bible verses: 
“Praise be to the Lord, to 
God our Savior, who daily 
bears our burdens.” NIV

Contact me at betsyc-
lark47@yahoo.com to sub-
mit any Pearl news.

Check out Jennifer Rush-
ton’s Facebook page, Pearl 
Community Center, Texas.

GISD CANINE RECEIVES 

SCHOOL ID BADGE

GHS Class 
of 1972 
planning 
for 50th 
reunion Hornet football posters available 

at The Gatesville Messenger
This marks the seventeenth 

year The Gatesville Mes-
senger has partnered with 
the GHS football program 
and local advertisers to cre-
ate the Gatesville Hornets 
football poster. Within that 
time, the football program 

has received over $57,000 in 
contributions from their joint 
efforts. 

To reserve a space on next 
year’s poster, contact Bailey 
Dickie at 254-865-5212 ex-
tension 302.

There will be something for 
everyone at the 21st edition 
of Spurfest at the Coryell Mu-
seum and Historical Center 
on Saturday, Sept. 18. The 
event is free and runs from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., drawing  at-
tention to the city’s designa-
tion as the “Spur Capital of 
Texas.”

The designation com-
memorates the massive spur 
collection of the late Lloyd 
and Madge Mitchell, which 
is on display in the museum. 
Visitors can view about 6,000 
out of a collection of 18,000 
spurs that are on permanent 

Spurfest to be held September 17
display on two floors of the 
museum. The collection in-
cludes spurs worn by Pancho 
Villa and Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis. The spur collection 
is recognized as the larg-
est collection of spurs in the 
United States and perhaps in 
the world.

Spurfest activities will in-
clude Old Time Demonstra-
tions, the Shriners Karem 
Cowboys, a quilt raffle, fresh 
churned butter, chuck wagon 
biscuits and gravy, several 
activities for children, along 
with live music in the morn-
ing and afternoon.

There is a vintage doctor’s 
office to visit, a beauty shop, 
general store, post office and 
a blacksmith shop. Visitors to 
the museum can also see an-
tique cars, the soda shop, the 
historic 1854 log jail and view 
the large collection of spurs.

Coryell Museum and His-
torical Center is located at 
718 E. Main Street. For more 
information about Spurfest, 
contact museum president 
Erv Adams at 254-865-5007 
or email coryellmuseumhc@
yahoo.com.

The Gatesville Old Time 
Fiddlers Contest is making a 
return appearance on Satur-
day, Sept. 17, at Gatesville’s 
City Auditorium.

This Texas Old Time Fid-
dlers Association-sanctioned 
contest will begin at 1 p.m., 
drawing top fiddlers from 
across the state to compete 
for prizes.

Contestants will compete 
by age in categories ranging 
from under 10 years to 60-
plus. There will also be com-
petitions for twin fiddles and 
accompanists, with the day 
culminating in the champion-

Old Time Fiddlers Contest Sept. 17
ship round, featuring the top 
fiddlers from the day.

The ending time is expect-
ed to be around 6 p.m. but is 
dependent on the number of 
overall entries. 

Admission is free and spec-
tators are welcome to come 
and go throughout the day.

The event is presented by 
the City of Gatesville with 
funding for fiddler prizes 
provided by community sup-
porters. Those interested in 
sponsorship opportunities or 
would like to be a supporter 
with a donation, please con-
tact Sherry Hopson at 254-

223-3939 or Cheri Shepherd 
at 254-499-0102. They can 
also be contacted for details 
about entering the contest.

The Old Time Fiddlers 
Contest is one of three free 
events in downtown Gates-
ville on Sept. 17. 

Residents and visitors are 
encouraged to view the cus-
tom and classic cars that will 
line the courthouse square 
during the Cruzin Cruzers 
Car Show, visit the Coryell 
Museum for Spurfest activi-
ties, and drop in to hear some 
good old time fiddle music at 
the city auditorium.

The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Office recently 
announced a multi-county 
sheep and goat workshop 
which will be held on Fri-
day, August 26, from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Registration is 
$20 per person and lunch 
will be provided. Topics will 

Multi-county sheep and goat 
workshop to be held Aug. 26

include the Market Trend, 
Internal Parasite Vaccina-
tions, Forages and Control, 
and Livestock Guardian Ani-
mals. The program is host-
ed by Hamilton, Coryell, 
Mills, Lampasas, and Bosque 
counties. The workshop 
will be held at the Hamilton 

County Commission Com-
pany/ American Legion on 
Memorial Highway in Ham-
ilton. 

For more information or 
to RSVP, please call the Co-
ryell office at 254-865-2414, 
or the Hamilton office at 
254-386-3919. 

The Coryell Mu-
seum and Historical 
Center is currently 
selling tickets for 
a quilt raffle which 
will be held during 
Spurfest on Sept. 
17. Local resident 
Grace Dallimore do-
nated a YoYo Quilt 
to the museum to 
help raise money for 
the museum during 
Spurfest. 

Tickets will be $10 

each and can be 
purchased from 
any Museum 
Board member or 
in the Museum 
Gift Shop. Any 
volunteer inter-
ested in selling 
tickets can con-
tact Erv Adams 
at 254-223-0014. 
The Coryell Mu-
seum is located at 
718 E. Main St. in 
Gatesville.

Coryell Museum to hold Quilt 
Raffle at annual Spurfest
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015

Farm & Ranch
 

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00029488

NOW HIRING: $500 Hiring 
Bonus! Residential Framing 
Superintendent (Structural 
Framing) AND Experienced 
Roofing Metal Framers. 
Email Resume’ to lfuller@
jroof.com 
00029471

 

 

  

Ashley’s Landscaping & 
Services:

Mowing, Landscaping, Tree 
Trimming, Brush Clearing, 
Yard Cleanup, Handyman 

Services. 
254-239-8842

John 3:16
Like us on Facebook 

00029493

 

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00029486

It’s 25 CENT SALE WEEK! 
Tues, 08/23 - Sat, 08/27. The 
Boys & Girls Club Resale 
Shop, 1706 E. Main. Tues-
day-Friday, 8a.m.-5p.m. & 
Saturday, 9a.m.-3p.m.  
00029476

 

ESTATE SALE
645 CR 321 Gatesville, Fri & 
Sat 9 a.m.-1 p.m. All Items 
half priced, french preventual 
bedroom set, king size bed, 
antique furniture, round din-
ing table and chairs, silver 
plate serving pieces, metlox 
poppytail rooster dishes, 5th 
wheel tailgate, christmas 
items, lots of miscellaneous! 
00029535

070

Land & Lots
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*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts

Coryell Health Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT
• Registration Clerk – FT/Float
• CCMA -FT

Coryell Health Home Health: 
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville and   

Surrounding Counties

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant - FT

EMS:

– FT
*$8,000 BONUS

• EMT B – FT & PRN

Emergency Department:
• RN - PRN all shifts

LAB:

• Phlebotomist – 5am-10am M-F PT/
PRN 

Material Management: 

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:

• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave
Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and 

supplemental Insurances.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

Med Surg:

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• RN – FT nights 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-FT Nights 

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN PRN all shifts

Mills County Medical Clinic - 
Goldthwaite:

Radiology:

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

DaVita Dialysis:

• RN Charge Nurse – FT or PRN

Please apply at: 
   https://careers.davita.com/

 search-results?keywords= 

EOE.

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation

Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands
Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

HONEY’S ROOFING LLC
Residential and Commercial

Complete Re-Roofs and 
Repairs

Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 

00029022

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, Tex-
ture, Flooring, Windows, 
Sheetrock, Porches, Add 
Ons, Metal Buildings, Trash 
Haul Off and Dump Trailer 
Rental. 254-383-3305 or 254-
404-3367. 00029483

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company serv-

ing all Central Texas area.
Commercial and Residential

Free Estimates
254-466-5128 00029484

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-off 

container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
 00029485

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & Gates,

 Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613 00029487

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, barns, 
fence row clearing, metal build-
ings, residential & game fenc-
ing, solar gate openers, dozer 
work. Free estimates. Larry 
Riddle, 254-248-2205;  Joyce 
McAdams, 254-248-4318. 
00029489

CENTRAL TEXAS RE-
MODELING AND HANDY-

MAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00029490

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, lot clearing, 
stump and brush removal. 

254-563-3535 
www.yoseftreeservice.com 

00029491

Kenneth Russell Shred-
ding Service, small or large 

acreage. 
Call 254-223-3119. 00029492
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Ovide Lee Gilmore, Jr., Deceased, were 

issued on August 17, 2022, in Cause No. 22-10708, pending 
in the County Court-at-Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: 

Dianna Potts.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is cur-
rently being administered are required to present them to the 

undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney at Law
109 S. 7th Street

Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 17th day of August, 2022.

Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney for Dianna Potts
State Bar No.: 16058500

109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Telephone: (254) 865-8475
Facsimile: (254) 865-5274

E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.com 00029533

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of Victoria Ann Fontes, Deceased, were issued on 
August 17th, 2022, in Cause No. 22-10707, pending in the 
County Court-at-Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: Debbie 

Jonas.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is cur-
rently being administered are required to present them to the 
undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed by 

law.

c/o: Allen D, Place, Jr.
Attorney at Law
109 S. 7th Street

Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 18 day of August, 2022.

Allen D Place, Jr.
Attorney for Debbie Jonas
State bar No.: 16058500

109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Telephone: (254) 865-8475
Facsimile: (254) 865-5274

E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.com 00029534
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SELL IT, CALL 

THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER AT 254-865-5212.

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

A better way to send your message

TexSCAN Week of
Aug. 21-27, 2022

ACREAGE

Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices start-

ing at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the 

Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde 

Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval 

County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 

30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 

Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 

www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS

101-Acre Commercial/Industrial Property – Aug. 

30 – 3050 Hwy 16N, De Leon, TX (5 Miles North 

of Intersection – Hwy 6 & Hwy 16). ExxonMobil 

directs immediate sale. Low minimum bid: $50,000. 

1,367’ frontage on Hwy 16. FineAndCompany.com, 

312-278-0600.

Commercial/Industrial Land – Aug. 30 – Real Estate 

to be sold Absolute, Regardless of Price. ExxonMobil 

directs immediate sale: 3.7 Acres South of Marilyn St., 

Conroe, TX; 38,147 SF, 577 W. Santa Fe St., Conroe, 

TX; 5.37 Acres, Mc Farland Rd., League City, TX. 

FineAndCompany.com, 312-278-0600.

REAL ESTATE

6 acres w/9 rentals; 2 acres potential for RV park/

storage, etc.; southeast of San Antonio (87/1604), 15 

minutes from downtown San Antonio, $1,400,000. 

Bennie, 210-381-1234. 

25 Acres & New 1,200 SF Hunting Cabin Shell, 

only $239,900. Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & 

recreational tracts – perfect for wildlife spectators, 

hunters & nature enthusiasts. Prime location in Brady, 

the Heart of Texas. High-speed internet. Get a free ATV 

with purchase (limited time). Call 877- 333-7390 x31, 

RanchesAtBuckRidgeTexas.com.

GENERATORS

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 

home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 

Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 

now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 

Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 

compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-

dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 

plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 

Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 

www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

MERCHANDISE

Rada Cutlery – Fundraise, Shop or Sell. Outstanding 

kitchenware, exceptional value. 800-311-9691 

RadaCutlery.com.

WANTED

FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to 

buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at 

312-625-5322.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 

–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 

Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 

or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 

can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 

Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Look for litter in this picture. Can 
you find all of these items?

plastic bottle
plastic cap
paper cup
straw
plastic fork
paper
chip bag
cheese puffs
soda can
apple core

Kevin’s class picked up litter at the park. He made a chart 
showing the percentages of the kinds of litter they found. 
Use the chart to answer these questions:

1.

2.

3.

What was the most common litter item found?

Was there more glass or plastic in the litter?

What percentage of litter was plastic and paper combined?

❏ fast food waste   ❏ plastic   ❏ paper

❏ glass             ❏ plastic  

❏ 55%             ❏ 45%             ❏ 40%

Some litter can be recycled. Draw a line from each piece of litter to the correct bin.

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to 

locate information.

Search the newspaper 
for five headlines that 

are NOT complete 
sentences. Rewrite 
each as a complete 
sentence. Which 
words are most 
often left out?

Be
Complete

Newspaper Graph

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate 
information. Display data in a graph.

Survey your classmates to find out each 
person’s favorite section of the newspaper. 
Graph your results.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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RECYCLE

POLLUTE

AVERAGE

LITTER

EATING

DRAINS

BROKEN

STORM

AREA

UGLY

SICK

N

R

A

R

E

Y

M

G

I

E

B

E

Y

A

E

N

K

N

K

A

R

T

L

I

C

C

U

O

G

A

B

T

G

N

I

M

R

E

O

A

C

I

U

S

M

B

R

E

C

Y

C

L

E

O

P

O

L

L

U

T

E

E

C

S

U

O

R

E

G

N

A

D

E

G

A

R

E

V

A

L

Y

R

A

D

M

R

O

T

S

T

What is the average number of steps a person will hold onto a 
piece of trash before they litter? Add up the numbers along the 

correct path in this maze to discover the answer.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Good Turn
Write about a good turn 

you did and how it helped 
someone or something.

Complete the grid by using all the letters 
in the word WASTE in each vertical and 
horizontal row. Each letter should only 
be used once in each row. Some spaces 
have been filled in for you.

With an adult, walk around 
your school and pick up at 
least five pieces of litter. 
Write the name of each below:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

IMPORTANT!
If a piece of litter at your 
school looks like dangerous 
trash (broken glass, a needle, 
bandage, etc.) DON’T pick it 
up, but DO tell an adult on 
campus about it.

Hornets wrap up 
preseason prep, 
focus on Ducks 

BY CHRIS ALLMAN
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Gatesville and Fairfield were roughly two-series into their 
scrimmage when it was called due to lightning forcing the 
Hornets to abruptly turn their attention to this Friday’s regu-
lar season opener at Taylor.

The matchup is a compelling one as it features two pro-
grams well on their way to potential glory of years past. 

The Ducks were a playoff team each year from 2011-2018 
but went winless in 2019 and 2020 before hiring Brandon 
Houston as head coach in 2020. 

Houston moved to Taylor after three seasons at Buffalo, 
where he finished with a 32-6 overall record and took the Bi-
son to their first-ever regional finals appearance in 2020.

He previously served as a passing game coordinator at 
Grapevine High School (1999-2004) before holding the of-
fensive coordinator positions at Belton (2005-2007), Lorena 
(2008-2014), and Rockdale (2016-2017). In his final season at 
Rockdale, he helped the Tigers to the 3A Division 1 state title 
while averaging 41 points per game.

In his first game as the Ducks head coach, they snapped 
their 20-game losing streak with a win against Robinson. 
They raced out to 3-1 record before dropping six straight to 
end the season – including all five of their district contests.

This season, Houston will rely on six returning starters on 
offense including quarterback Josh Mikulencak (1,122 yards, 
11 TDS passing) and wide receiver Jarvis Anderson. Defen-
sively, Taylor returns five led by defensive back Ryan Valdez 
and linebacker Jackson Meller.

In 2021, the Ducks and Hornets faced three common oppo-
nents: Robinson, Lampasas, and Salado. 

The Hornets defeated Robinson 37-20 and lost to Lampa-
sas (41-33) and Salado (42-6) while the Ducks also took down 
the Rockets (32-13) then lost to Salado (52-6) and Lampasas 
(70-20) in back-to-back weeks.

Kickoff is set for Friday at 7:30 at Taylor Stadium. The Hor-
nets will play their home opener against Glen Rose at McKa-
mie Stadium on Sept. 2.

Varsity
Aug. 26 at Taylor, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 2 vs. Glen Rose, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 9 at McGregor, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 16 at Mexia, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 vs. Godley, 7 p.m. (Homecoming)
Sept. 30 at Mineral Wells 7 p.m.
Oct. 7 vs. Connally (Big Sting), 7 p.m.
Oct. 14 at Salado, 7 p.m.
Oct. 21 vs. Madisonville, 7 p.m. (Military/Senior Night)
Oct. 28 at Robinson, 7 p.m.

***
Freshmen/JV

Gatesville football 2022

* Aug. 25 vs. Taylor
* Sept. 1 at Glen Rose
* Sept 8 vs. McGregor
Sept. 15 vs. Mexia
Sept. 22 at Godley

Sept. 29 vs. Mineral Wells
* Oct. 6 at Connally
* Oct. 13 vs. Salado
Oct. 20 at Madisonville
Oct. 27 vs. Robinson

Hornet Cross Country competes in Mud, Sweat & Tears Run

 COURTESY PHOTO FROM CARLO MARTINEZ

TRUDGING AWAY: Vania Martinez runs through the mud at the Caldwell Mud, Sweat & Tears Invitational on Aug. 20.

 COURTESY PHOTO FROM CARLO MARTINEZ

A MUDDY SPILL: Lacy Campos finds slippery conditions at the Caldwell Mud, Sweat & Tears Invitational on Aug. 20.

TROPHY CLUB: Among those 
who brought home trophies 
from the Caldwell Mud, Sweat 
and Tears event on Aug. 24 were 
Carlo Martinez, Abraham Alm-
endarez, Cameron Thompson 
and Jason Muguee.

 COURTESY PHOTO FROM 

CARLO MARTINEZ
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Hornets fly high in Gatesville Invitational

SE’VETTE EARLY | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

SWEET VICTORY: Members of the Gatesville Hornet volleyball team, including Lola Barron, Emma Pollard, Ally Penrod, Rachel Garrett and Charlee Barron celebrate a win in the Gatesville Invitational Tournament 
on Aug. 18. On the first day of the tournament, the Hornets swept Lampasas, Llano and McGregor.

Volleyball team storms to strong showing on home court
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

A perfect sweep of Thursday opponents in the Gatesville 
Volleyball Invitational propelled the Gatesville Hornet vol-
leyball team to a semifinal showdown against Jarrell on Sat-
urday, but it was the first-day dominance against Lampasas, 
Llano and McGregor that GHS fans will likely want to focus 
on. 
On opening day of the tournament, the Hornets took down 
the Lampasas Lady Badgers. upended the Llano Lady Tigers 
and then topped the McGregor Lady Bulldogs. 
Although Saturday results were unavailable by deadline, 
the MaxPreps high school sports website noted that Jarrell 
played Lubbock Monterey for the championship that day. 
GHS head coach Janey Weber said the team started off slow 
Thursday, “then started playing good volleyball. The girls 
came out with some fire and showed some I&E” (intensity 
and energy). 

“Everyone stepped up - the whole team in general performed 
well, especially against Llano. The big thing that helped us in 
the third game was our serving. Also, the girls were aggres-
sive and got the ball in play.” 
The Hornets started off slowly against Llano, and then quick-
ly turned things around. 
“We seemed like a completely different team (in the third 
and deciding game),” Weber said. “Sometimes it takes them a 
little while to warm up but then they go on a rally. 
“Communication was a big part in turning things around. 
There was a lack of it early on, and then they took over in 
games two and three.” 
Weber said it was exciting for the team to play multiple 
games in front of the home crowd “and it was a great envi-
ronment. We had some of the basketball and football boys 
show up to cheer us on and we really appreciate that. It defi-
nitely helped to energize our girls when the crowd got behind 
us.” 

Members of the Hornet varsity volleyball team for 2022 in-
clude: 
* Vania Martinez, sophomore 
* Barrett Boyd, junior 
* Laura Trejo, junior 
* Ally Penrod, sophomore 
* Rachel Garrett, senior 
* Charlee Barron, senior 
* Emma Pollard, freshman 
* Lola Barron, senior 
* Khloe Mathews, senior 
Also in tournament action, the junior varsity defeated Llano 
and McGregor, while the freshmen defeated Belton, and lost 
to Llano and McGregor. 
The Hornets were scheduled to host Glen Rose on Tuesday 
(all three teams) while the varsity will travel to East Texas to 
play in the Athens Tournament Aug. 25-27. Gatesville is set 
to host the KIlleen varsity, JV and freshmen on Aug. 30.

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Emma Pollard bats the ball over the net while Barret Boyd and Lola Barron stand ready to help.
JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Barrett Boyd hammers the ball past defenders during the Gatesville Invitational.

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Khloe Mathews and Rachel Garrett battle at the net for Gatesville.
JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Lola Barron serves the ball for the Lady Hornets.


