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Area resident remembers first rodeo – 85 years ago
BY DAVID SCOTT

STAFF WRITER

Just 85 years ago, on Saturday, 
June 5, 1937, Gatesville held its 
first Annual Rodeo and Homecom-
ing.

It was an event which attracted 
between 5,000 and 6,000 specta-
tors. The official start of the first 
rodeo consisted of a large and 
colorful parade held earlier in the 
afternoon.

Leading the procession was the 
Gatesville High School band attired 
in their gold-colored uniforms. 
The crowds greatly anticipated the 
highly publicized rodeo which at-
tracted many out-of-town perform-
ers.

Estelle “Sissy” Lovejoy Newton, 
who is now 101 years old and lives 
in Copperas Cove, remembers at-
tending the first Gatesville Rodeo 
in 1937 when she was 16 years old.

Although she says she was just a 
spectator at the first rodeo, she did 
participate as a contestant in the 
following years where she would 
ride in the grand entry and partici-
pate in the “quadrille.”

She explained the meaning of 
the quadrille by stating, “It was a 
square dance on horseback.” Sever-
al participants would form squares 
and parade around the arena to 
music wearing bright and colorful 
costumes.

Newton remembers competing 
at other area rodeos when she was 
barrel racing. One in particular was 
held in nearby McGregor.

“I won third place and received 
three bushels of oats as my prize,” 

she said.
Newton was born on Nov. 13, 

1920, in Coryell County on what 
is now Fort Hood, later growing 
up in the Pidcoke community. She 

married Cecil Newton, Sr. in 1940. 
Upon his discharge from the Army, 
he returned to Pidcoke where he 
and his wife ran a small grocery 
store and filling station until 1955 

when they moved to Copperas 
Cove.

Growing up in a cattle and ranch-
ing family, Newton and her hus-
band continued the family tradi-
tion and according to an article in 
The Cove-Leader Press, her son, Lee 
Newton, said that his mother could 
“tell you the names of every one of 
the cows she’s ever had.”

Also mentioned in the article, 
published on the event of her 
100th birthday, Newton said that 
she thought that staying busy at-
tributed to her long life. “When you 
retire, don’t sit down, just keep 
moving,” she said.

The Gatesville Riding Club plans 
to honor Newton during their 85th 
rodeo celebration by bringing her 
into the arena in a horse-drawn 
buggy where they will name her the 
honorary “Rodeo Sweetheart.” 

Linda Segraves, a board member 
of the Gatesville Riding Club said 
that when Newton was told about 
being honored and that she would 
be riding in a buggy, the 101-year-
old stated, “I believe I can still 
get on a horse (and ride into the 
arena).” Considering her physical 
and mental agility, one could easily 
believe that she could accomplish 
this feat.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

101-year-old Estelle “Sissy” Newton holds her program from the first Gatesville 
Rodeo held in 1937.

 COURTESY PHOTO

A photo of Estelle “Sissy” Newton on horseback about 1938. This was made about 
the time when she first began riding in rodeos.

Service dog offers lifeline for local veteran
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

For many people having a pet is a source of 
companionship and comfort, something that 
makes life better. For others like Lynetta Grave-
lyn, it’s the key to being able to function and in-
teract in the world.

Gravelyn, a local resident and combat veteran, 
has gone through experiences during military 
service that perhaps only fellow veterans could 
understand. During a recent meeting of the 
Gatesville Lions Club, she shared what it means 
to be able to have a service dog in her life – and 
the difference between fully certified service 
dogs and dogs which are considered therapy 
dogs or emotional support dogs.

“Tank and I train together every day,” she said 
of the Great Pyrenees who is a constant compan-
ion. “He’s been working with me for four years 
and he’s brilliant. We go everywhere together.”

When she visits a business, some owners or 
employees are unsure of how to respond when 
someone comes into their business with a dog.

If it is a true service dog, people have a legal 
right to have the animal with them. How do you 
know the difference? You can often tell by a 
dog’s behavior. She said if a dog is not well dis-
ciplined, is disruptive and relieves itself inside a 
place of business, that is definitely evidence that 
it is not a service dog. In cases when an animal 
misbehaves and is clearly not a trained service 
dog, owners or employees can ask a person and 
the dog to leave.

However, actual service dogs play a vital role 
in helping people navigate through the world 
with some type of disability, and they are impor-
tant in helping their owners to function.

Some veterans suffer from various types of 
trauma, and one way to treat that is with drugs 
prescribed by a doctor. However, another way is 
through a fully trained service dog.

“I promote dogs instead of drugs,” Gravelyn 
said. “I want to help those who truly need them 
be able to have access to service dogs. A dog will 
make you get up and go outside where a drug 
won’t. They understand what you are feeling 
and can help bring you out of (a bad experience 
or withdrawal).”

She said a dog can also help remind someone 
when it is time to take their medication, and 
they act as a strong and quiet defender of their 
owner.

Gravelyn’s dog is trained to be off-leash, 
which sometimes has caused issues when peo-
ple do not understand that. She spoke of one in-
cident at a veteran’s hospital in which police re-
sponded at gunpoint to a situation they did not 
understand, even though her dog was not being 
disruptive or aggressive toward anyone.

“Tank is trained to be off a leash,” she said. “I 
need to be able to use my hands. Also, if I have a 
dizzy spell, he’s able to better help me.”

Leashes may be legally required for most dogs 
for safety reasons, but for a true service dog, the 
situation is different.

Gravelyn said she does not appreciate when 
people claim they have a service dog and it is not 
a true service dog, but rather a therapy or emo-

tional support dog.
“Therapy dogs and emotional support dogs 

are not trained the same way,” she said.
According to the Americans With Disabilities 

Act, “in situations where it is not obvious that 
the dog is a service animal, staff may ask only 
two specific questions: is the dog a service ani-
mal required because of a disability? and what 
work or task has the dog been trained to per-
form? Staff are not allowed to request any docu-
mentation for the dog, require that the dog dem-
onstrate its task, or inquire about the nature of 
the person’s disability.”

Because service dogs are working to help their 
owner, others should not distract the dog or ask 
to pet it.

“Don’t ask to pet a service dog,” Gravelyn said. 

“That’s like asking someone if you can play with 
their wheelchair. I try to educate people.”

Gravelyn was asked about dogs such as police 
dogs, which are different from service dogs.

“Those are working dogs,” she said. “There are 
dogs who do search and rescue, bomb sniffing 
or police dogs.”

Gravelyn said she only works with dogs who 
provide services for veterans.

“I can be in public because I have Tank,” she 
said. “Things like a loud noise can set you off, 
and in an instant you may feel like you’re back 
in a war zone. The dogs bring you out of that 
and reminds you you are not in a war zone. He 
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TAKING A BREAK: Tank, a service dog, rests as its owner, Lynetta Gravelyn, talks about the importance of ser-
vice dogs during a recent presentation to the Gatesville Lions Club.
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2022 Rodeo

Three days 
of events 
scheduled

BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

The 2022 edition of the annual 
Gatesville Riding Club Rodeo is cel-
ebrating a milestone – the 85th time 
this event has been held in the com-
munity.

The three day celebration – sched-
uled to begin at 7:30 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday at the Gates-
ville Riding Club Arena (near the 
Gatesville Civic Center) will feature 
events such as bull riding, bronc 
riding, calf roping, barrel racing, 
breakaway roping, team roping, 
junior barrels and the ever popular 
mutton bustin’. There will also be a 
county team rope-off.

Gates will open at 6 p.m. each day. 
The cost is $12 for adults, $7 for 
children ages 6-12 and is free for 
children ages 5 and younger. Thurs-
day is Military Appreciation Night, 
Friday is Back the Blue (law enforce-
ment) Appreciation Night and Sat-
urday is First Responders Apprecia-
tion Night.

Competition events are sanc-
tioned by the Cowboy Professional 
Rodeo Association, United Pro-
fessional Rodeo Association and 
Women’s Professional Rodeo As-
sociation.

Some sources state that the first 
Gatesville rodeo was held in 1936 
and others say 1937 was the first 
event. Either way, it’s clear the ro-
deo has been popular throughout 
the region for decades and is among 
the biggest events of the year in 
Gatesville.

The rodeo is a fundraiser for the 
Gatesville Riding Club, which has 
been active for more than four de-
cades. The riding club is billed as “a 
family-oriented organization that 
was established over 40 years ago,” 
according to information posted 
on the Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce website about the organi-
zation. “Our members represent 
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BIG CITY MEDICINE

Small Town Care

Gatesville • Moody 

Temple • Waco 

 CoryellHealth.org

We need your input! Take this survey to let us
know your current internet experience!

 

For better survey results, visit the web address below on

your home’s main internet connection.

https://coryellcounty.servicezones.net/

Want fast ,  rel iable  internet?

Internet survey can help improve area service

According to U.S. Census Bureau data, al-
most 2.8 million Texas households and 7 mil-
lion residents lack broadband access.

The COVID-19 pandemic confirmed that 
having access to the internet is a necessity, 
not a luxury. Our region struggled to com-
plete school and work from home as many 
residents, businesses and governments 
lacked access to reliable and affordable in-
ternet.

The American Rescue Plan Act enacted by 
the federal government has allocated $500.5 
million to Texas for broadband expansion 
and the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 

Act will allocate at least $100 million.
Coryell County has contracted Foresite 

Group to complete a Broadband Evaluation 
to assess where the gaps in broadband are 
within the county and to recommend solu-
tions to bridge the digital divide. The first 
step in the evaluation is to survey our com-
munity in order to understand what services 
we do have and what services we lack. Your 
response to the questionnaire would help 
shape the broadband evaluation project.

For details on how to participate and help 
improve local service, see the advertisement 
listed below.

different equine (horse) related interests, disciplines and skill levels. Our membership con-
sists of riders and non-riders, ranchers, breeders, rodeo competitors and folks who just like 
belonging to a group with opportunities to spend time with others who have the same inter-

ests.”
The nonprofit group manages and maintains the arena and consists of volunteers. In ad-

dition to the annual rodeo, the club sponsors junior rodeos, the Coryell County Youth Horse 
Show, playdays, trail rides, an annual Christmas party as well as other events.

Regular meetings of the riding club are at 6:30 p.m. the first Monday of each month at the 
Gatesville Riding Club Arena. For more information about the club or events it sponsors, visit 
gatesvilleridingclub.com.
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reminds you you are not in a war 
zone. He brings me back (from a 
bad experience) and that is so valu-
able. No drug can do that for you.

“You all know somebody going 
through that (a veteran experienc-
ing trauma) and they don’t want 
you to see that, so they isolate. A 
service dog changes that. Tank has 
given me my life back. It’s definite-
ly better than someone putting a 
round between their eyes (because 
they are unable to cope with the 
post combat stress). It’s important 
that if you want to support the vet-
erans in your life that you support 
service dogs, too.”

She said the Texans With Disabili-
ties Act and Americans With Dis-
abilities Act are much the same.

In regard to service dogs, the 
ADA states:

“Many people with disabilities 
use a service animal in order to 
fully participate in everyday life. 
Dogs can be trained to perform 
many important tasks to assist 
people with disabilities, such as 
providing stability for a person 
who has difficulty walking, picking 
up items for a person who uses a 
wheelchair, preventing a child with 
autism from wandering away, or 
alerting a person who has hearing 
loss when someone is approaching 
from behind.

“The Department of Justice con-
tinues to receive many questions 
about how the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) applies to 
service animals. The ADA requires 
state and local government agen-
cies, businesses, and non-profit or-
ganizations (covered entities) that 

provide goods or services to the 
public to make ‘reasonable modifi-
cations’ in their policies, practices, 
or procedures when necessary to 
accommodate people with disabili-
ties. The service animal rules fall 
under this general principle. Ac-
cordingly, entities that have a ‘no 
pets’ policy generally must modify 
the policy to allow service animals 
into their facilities. This publica-
tion provides guidance on the 
ADA’s service animal provisions 
and should be read in conjunction 
with the publication ‘ADA Revised 
Requirements: Service Animals.’”

The ADA specifies that “the dog 
must be trained to take a specific 
action when needed to assist the 
person with a disability. For ex-
ample, a person with diabetes may 
have a dog that is trained to alert 
him when his blood sugar reaches 
high or low levels. A person with 
depression may have a dog that 
is trained to remind her to take 
her medication. Or, a person who 
has epilepsy may have a dog that 
is trained to detect the onset of a 
seizure and then help the person 
remain safe during the seizure.”

One question people may have is 
whether emotional support, thera-
py, comfort, or companion animals 
are considered service animals un-
der the ADA.

Information on the ADA web-
site states “Are emotional support, 
therapy, comfort, or companion 
animals considered service animals 
under the ADA? No. These terms 
are used to describe animals that 
provide comfort just by being with 
a person. Because they have not 
been trained to perform a specific 
job or task, they do not qualify as 
service animals under the ADA. 
However, some state or local gov-
ernments have laws that allow 

people to take emotional support 
animals into public places. You 
may check with your state and local 
government agencies to find out 
about these laws.”

Another question is if someone’s 
dog calms them when having an 
anxiety attack, does this qualify it 
as a service animal?

“It depends,” the ADA website 
states. “The ADA makes a distinc-
tion between psychiatric service 

animals and emotional support 
animals. If the dog has been trained 
to sense that an anxiety attack is 
about to happen and take a specific 
action to help avoid the attack or 
lessen its impact, that would qual-
ify as a service animal. However, if 
the dog’s mere presence provides 
comfort, that would not be con-
sidered a service animal under the 
ADA.”

Gravelyn said there is a strong 

bond and commitment between a 
service dog and its owner.

“There’s a lot that goes into hav-
ing a service dog – they have to be 
well cared for,” she said. For vet-
erans that need a service dog, she 
helps them achieve that.

“I try to keep prices low,” she 
said. “People who need them can’t 
afford a $30,000 dog.”

She reaffirmed that a dog’s 
behavior is a clear indication of 
whether or not it is an authentic 
service dog.

“A dog’s behavior shows wheth-
er it is truly a service dog or not,” 
Gravelyn said. “This dog is better 
behaved than any child I’ve ever 
met. He’s my best friend and I 
couldn’t have a normal life without 
him. He gave me my life back.”

Tank provides invaluable servic-
es for Gravelyn said: “He does a lot 
of things for me. He lets me know 
when I get too anxious. He leans 
into me so I’ll calm down and take 
a breath.” She said he also reminds 
her when it’s time to take medica-
tion. He was first trained to do this 
by getting a whipped cream treat 
when he reminded her. However, 
now it’s just routine.

Gravelyn said when it comes to 
service dogs, a lot of people are not 
aware of the laws that protect the 
people who need them.

“I try to keep him away from peo-
ple who are afraid of dogs, but you 
will experience discrimination with 
a service dog. I just have to be calm 
and patient and carry the law with 
me everywhere I go.”

More detailed information about 
service dogs, and people’s rights 
and obligations regarding them, 
can be found online at www.ada.
gov/regs2010/service_animal_
qa.html.

DOG
FROM PAGE A1
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Tank the service dog visits Lions Club member James Marques.
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Vacation Bible School

Calvary Baptist Church
US Hwy. 84 & FM 116

August 2nd-5th
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Ages 5-18
Need a ride? 254-223-2002

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 7/25/22).......

$1718.20
SILVER (XAG/USD 7/25/22)..........

$18.36

The family of Albert and 
Florence (White) Hill reunion 
will be held on Saturday, Aug. 
13 at the Jonesboro Commu-
nity Center. Doors will open 
around 10 a.m. Barbecue bris-
ket and tea will be provided. 
Those attending are asked to 
bring their favorite side dish 
and any items they might 
want to donate for the raffle. 
For more information, con-
tact Elizabeth Lord at 254-
679-1090.

Calvary Baptist Church 
will host their Vacation Bible 
School August 2-5 from 6 
p.m. until 8 p.m. The VBS will 
be open for children ages 5 
to 18. The theme this year 
will be “The Mighty God, God 

Nobody looks forward to 
getting a shot, but the reality 
is that they’re an essential 
factor in maintaining your 
health. In recognition of Na-
tional Immunization Aware-
ness Month, Coryell Health 
is here to give you a science-
backed, medically sound 
rundown of the importance 
of immunizations.

Most commonly known as 
“vaccines,” immunizations 
are the administration of 
safe, agent-specific antigenic 
components that can induce 
protective immunity against 
the corresponding infec-
tious agent. First introduced 
by Edward Jenner in 1796 to 
combat smallpox, vaccines 
are a cost-effective method 
to reduce the risk of getting 
a disease. By working with 
your body’s natural defenses 
to build protection, vaccines 
aid in your ability to be pro-
active and manage the care 
of your body. 

It’s important to under-
stand that vaccines contain 

Eastwood Baptist Church 
will hold a Summer Bible 
Bash on Wednesday, Aug. 3, 
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. This 
event will kick off the 2022-
2023 school year with Jesus 
and some fun. There will be 
a worship session, inflat-
able, basketball, Gaga Ball, 

BETSY CLARK
Pearl News Correspondent

The next Pearl Bluegrass 
event will be Aug. 6. If you 
would like to be part of the 
stage show lineup, please 
contact Ronald Medart at 
254-865-6013. You can also 
go on Liz Patton’s Facebook 
page to Pearl Bluegrass Jam 
and leave a message there. 
It looks like Liz has been 
working on updating the web 
page. Check it out at pearl-

Turnersville Baptist Church 
will hold their Vacation Bible 
School on Saturday, July 
30, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
and Sunday, July 31, from 9 
a.m. until 11 a.m. Lunch will 
be provided on Saturday. 
The theme this year for VBS 
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The Oglesby Lions Club recently installed new club officers for the 2022-2023 year. Pictured from left to right are Clement Gossett, one-
year director; David Maass, two-year director; Ryan Basham, first vice president; Katy Gossett, assistant membership chair; Cody Miller, 
president; Ted Tatum, treasurer; Willie Smith, second vice president; Eddie Younce, Lion Tamer; Maurice Martin, song leader. Not pictured 
are Nancy Kepple, secretary and assistant song leader; Eugene Shirley, membership chair; Doug Davidson, immediate past president; 
Steve Kepple, Tail Twister. 

OGLESBY LIONS CLUB INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS

Immunizations are essential for health
only killed or weakened 
forms of germs like viruses 
or bacteria. They train your 
immune system to create 
antibodies, similar to when 
you’re directly exposed to 
a disease. According to the 
World Health Organization, 
immunization currently 
prevents four to five million 
deaths yearly.

TYPES OF IMMUNIZATIONS
We know it can be chal-

lenging to determine what 
each immunization option 
protects you from. Allow us 
to decode some of them for 
you: 

DTaP: diphtheria, teta-
nus and acellular pertussis 
(whooping cough); your re-
cord may show DT or DTP

Polio: IPV – inactivated po-
lio vaccine; OPV – oral polio 
vaccine

HepB: hepatitis B
Hib: Haemophilus influen-

za type b 
PCV: Pneumococcal conju-

gate vaccine

MMR: measles, mumps and 
rubella vaccines combined

Varicella: chickenpox vac-
cine; your record may show 
VAR

HepA: hepatitis A
Commonly asked ques-

tions about vaccines include:

DO VACCINES MAKE YOU SICK?
No, they do not. While 

some people can experi-
ence mild side effects (i.e., 
soreness at the injection site 
or low-grade fever), those 
should not be confused for 
sickness. The WHO notes 
that serious side effects from 
vaccination rarely occur – 
most adverse effects are rare 
enough that they can’t be di-
rectly tied to immunization.

DO VACCINES CONTAIN TOXIC 
INGREDIENTS? 

Standard vaccinations are 
not toxic. While some vac-
cines contain ingredients 
that aren’t naturally found 
in your body, they’re only 
there in trace amounts. The 

usual dosage of any vaccine 
approved by the CDC is not 
considered toxic. 

DO VACCINES CAUSE AUTISM? 
Vaccines do not cause au-

tism. Studies have proven 
that despite claims that this 
is the case, the use of vac-
cines cannot be linked to au-
tism in children. 

SCHEDULE A WELLNESS VISIT
Listen, we get it. Shots 

aren’t fun for anyone. But 
they’re worth it in the long 
run for the health and safety 
of you and your loved ones. 
Make sure you stay on track 
with your and your child’s 
wellness visits. Your health-
care provider will let you 
know if you need a specific 
vaccine and be able to an-
swer any further questions 
or concerns you may have. 
Schedule a wellness visit 
with one of our family medi-
cine practitioners by calling 
245-865-2166.

PEARL NEWS 

Next Pearl Bluegrass event coming Aug. 6
bluegrassjam.org. 

Items for the Labor Day 
Sunday Scholarship Auction 
and Fish Fry on Sept. 4 will be 
out and ready for bidding in 
the dining room on Aug. 21 
at the Pearl Church of Christ. 
All proceeds from this auc-
tion benefit the scholarship 
fund for local and His Kids 
students.

I talked to Kay Pruett yes-
terday, and she reported that 
the annual Hampton Reunion 
that took place last week was 
a big success. This reunion 
is always held at the Pearl 
Community Center. A big 
crowd was reported for this 
year with lots of memories 
being retold and lots of great 
food being enjoyed by this 
wonderful family. Kay also 
reported that she enjoyed 
a visit from Sandra and Is-
rael Lozano of Beehouse last 
week. From what I under-
stand, the Lozanos have just 
returned from a trip to Ha-
waii celebrating their recent 

retirements from their nurs-
ing careers. Congratulations, 
and may your best days be 
before you.

Speaking of Kay, she will 
be having an “Everything 
Must Go Moving Sale” on 
Aug. 6 from 8 a.m. until 4 
p.m. However, if you want to 
go earlier, you can call Kay 
at 254-865-5864 to make 
an appointment. Included 
in the sale are items such 
as an Ashley wood stove, 
hand tools, Pyrex, antiques, 
collectibles, kitchen items, 
furniture, plants, garden-
ing books, succulent books, 
a 4-foot pencil cactus, craft 
supplies, ice chests, clothes, 
and lots more. This sale is 
on the same day as the next 
Pearl Cottage Bookstore 
Day and the Pearl Bluegrass 
event. Kay’s house is right 
down the road from the Pearl 
Community Center at 1260 
CR 153, so you will have easy 
access to all bluegrass and 
shopping for that day. Y’all 

come! 
Ronald, Linda, Chris, Misti 

and Trent Ray all enjoyed a 
trip to Corpus Christi last 
week for Trent’s shotput and 
discus events during a huge 
track meet held in Corpus. 
During this multi-day trip, 
the family enjoyed a stay 
close to the beach, lots of 
great food and visits to the 
local sites. We understand 
that Trent did very well in 
his events. Congratulations, 
Trent.

This week’s Bible verse: 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the little 
children come to Me, and 
do not hinder them, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven belongs 
to such as these.’” Matthew 
19:14 NIV

Contact me at betsyc-
lark47@yahoo.com to sub-
mit any Pearl news.

Check out Jennifer Rush-
ton’s Facebook page, Pearl 
Community Center, Texas.

Eastwood Baptist hosts 
Summer Bible Bash

bubbles, games, hot dogs and 
hamburgers. This event will 
be for ages pre-K through 
12th graders.

Eastwood Baptist Church 
is located at 2518 E. Main 
Street. For more information 
about the Summer Bible Bash, 
please call 254-865-2948.

VBS at Calvary Baptist 
Leads Moses and Me.” For 
those needing a ride to VBS, 
please call 254-223-2002. 

Calvary Baptist Church is 
located at the corner of U.S. 
Highway 84 and FM 116.

T-ville Baptist to hold 
Vacation Bible School

will be “Created in Christ, 
Designed for God’s Pur-
pose.” The event will be open 
for children 4 years of age 
through the fifth grade.

Turnersville Baptist Church 
is located at 8120 FM 182.

Hill family reunion to 
be held August 13

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, July 23, 2022 
Jody & Robin Thomas (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville
(254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 175-215 
300-400 lb. 165-205 
400-500 lb. 160-185
500-600 lb. 140-170
600-700 lb. 140-165
700-800 lb. 130-155

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 140-170
300-400 lb. 140-165    
400-500 lb. 140-165
500-600 lb. 135-155
600-700 lb. 130-150
700-800 lb. 115-135

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 67-78
Low Yielding 55-65       
Fats 65-75
Thin & Shelly 30-45

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 65-95

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1100-1300
Young Fair 900-1100
Aged Pairs Split & Weighed

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow .50 lb-.75 lb

Number of Head 1184

The Jonesboro Community 
Center is located at 11625 
Highway 36 in Jonesboro.

The descendants of Ste-
phen and Sarah Williamson 
will hold their Williamson 
family reunion in Gatesville 
on Aug. 6. 

The family will gather at 
9:30 am in the right-side pri-
vate dining room of Ranch-
ers Steakhouse in Gatesville 
for visiting, a program, lunch, 
and a brief business meeting. 

Paula Melbern Weeks of 
Hewitt is the chairperson of 
the Williamson Reunion. 

If you are a descendant and 
haven’t received a mailing 
about the reunion, contact 
Paula Weeks at 254-855-6123 
or Marsha Richards at 832-
233-2725 for more informa-
tion.

Williamson 
descendants 
to gather

The Christian Adult Fellow-
ship Events group at the First 
United Methodist Church will 
be travelling to Temple on 
Saturday, Aug. 13, to see gos-
pel recording artists Greater 
Vision from Tennessee. 

The group will leave from 
the parking lot of the church 
at noon and will eat at Sam’s 
Southern Eatery in Temple. 
Those attending are responsi-

ble for paying for their own 
meal.

The cost for the trip will be 
$40 which includes the tick-
et price and transportation. 
The deadline for reserving a 
ticket will be Tuesday, Aug. 
9. Tickets may be purchased 
by contacting the office at 
the First United Methodist 
Church at 254-865-2520 or 
Ruth Jones at 254-865-2112.

C.A.F.E. group will 
attend Greater Vision 
concert in Temple

Subscribe TodaySubscribe Today
254-865-5212254-865-5212



OBITUARIES

The DISPATCH

A4    The Gatesville Messenger WEDNESDAY, July 27, 2022

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area 85th 
Annual Gatesville Riding Club

July 28th-30th H 7:30 P.M.

Gatesville Riding Arena
Tickets: Adults $12 | Kids 6-12 $7 | Kids 5 & under free

SPECIAL EVENTS

Thursday: Military Appreciation Night

$2.00 off ticket price with military ID
Friday: Back the Blue

Wear blue to support our law enforcement officers
Saturday: Ft. Hood 1st Cavalry Horse Platoon

EVERY NIGHT 

Mutton Bustin’ - Limited to 15 riders/night, $30 entry
Starts at 7:00 P.M. on Thurs. & Fri. and 6:30 P.M. on Sat.

Calf Scramble - Does not require pre-registration
Jr. Barrels - Call on Monday, July 25 from 7-9pm to 

register, (254) 493-8954

GATES OPEN AT 6 P.M. 

301 VETERAN’S MEMORIAL DR.

  Rodeo Contractor: Champion Rodeo Company
Go to URODEO.COM for competitor details

Gatesville Volunteer Fire Dept.

Evant Volunteer Fire Dept.

Jonesboro Volunteer Fire Dept.

Levita Volunteer Fire Dept.

Coryell City Volunteer Fire Dept.

THANK YOU

Thank you for the quick 

response and efforts 

putting out the July 14th 

fire at the Nelson Lee 

Ranch.

Sincerely,

Nelson Lee & Family

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
July 21

12:46 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
1000 block of E. Leon Street. 

10:50 a.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 200 
block of N. 34th Street.

12:05 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2300 block of 
Business Hwy. 36.

1:31 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 200 block of 
N. 29th Street.
July 22

12:13 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 
16000 block of FM 107.

12:50 p.m., a missing per-
son was reported in the 2500 
block of Osage Road.

7:54 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 200 block 
of Old Pidcoke Road.

10:04 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 2100 block of 
Waco Street.
July 23

11:06 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 700 block of N. 
State Hwy. 36 Bypass.

SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is the publisher 
of the Hood County News. He 
is also an actor, author, play-
wright, performer and enter-
tainment producer/promoter.

I probably enjoy giving gifts 
more than receiving them. 
Something about finding the 
right gift, something that will 
be particularly appreciated 
by the person receiving the 
gift, gives me a lot of plea-
sure. 

Maybe I enjoy gift giving so 
much because of an experi-
ence receiving a gift.

When I was 13, my folks 
gave me a 10-speed bicycle 
for my birthday. Ten-speeds 
were the craze and all my 
friends and buddies seemed 
to have one. Unfortunately, 
10-speed bikes were expen-
sive and not the sort of thing 
my folks usually spent mon-
ey for. They failed to under-
stand why my fully functional 
coaster bike was not satisfac-
tory. They were children of 
the Depression, and they did 
not believe in luxury items 
for themselves or their chil-
dren, and to them a 10-speed 
was clearly a luxury.

I lobbied my folks for 

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

What is the best gift you have ever 
received?

months, asking if a bike could 
be both my birthday present 
and my Christmas present 
for the next 10 years; hop-
ing to negotiate some sort 
of a bargain. I would watch 
with envious eyes as other 
kids rode their 10-speeds to 
school. I would stare at pic-
tures of bikes in the Sears 
catalog. I am sure I dreamed 
of 10-speeds when I slept at 
night. I was obsessed with the 
thought of owning a Schwinn 
10-speed.

On the morning of my 
birthday, I got up and walked 
to the kitchen to find my 
folks enjoying their break-
fast. They were doing their 
usual morning routine in 
preparation of heading off 
to work, and they made it 
appear there was nothing 
special about the day. My 
mother spoke saying, “Happy 
birthday, son,” and my father 
grunted something inaudible 
from behind his morning 
newspaper.

As I sat down to eat my 
cornflakes, I felt a little dis-
heartened and disappointed 
with my folks’ lack of excite-
ment. Mom asked me if I 
wanted something special for 
dinner that night to celebrate 
my birthday, and I muttered a 
disheartened response. It was 
obvious there was not going 
to be anything special about 
this anniversary of my birth.

When Dad finished his cof-
fee, he asked me to follow 
him out to the garage and 
help him load a box into his 
car. He said he needed some-
one to open the door while he 
carried the box. I got up from 
the table, dutifully followed 
my dad out the back door and 
headed to the garage. Unno-
ticed, my mother, followed. 

I was glancing down when 
Dad swung open the ga-
rage door. When I looked up 
there stood a gold 10-speed, 
complete with a bow on the 
handlebars. I cannot express 
the joy that filled my heart! 
I jumped up and down for a 
second, and then for some 
unknown reason, I started 
to cry. Yes, I cried! I was 13 
years old and clearly too old 
for such an emotional out-
burst, but I could not help 
myself. Mother and Dad gig-
gled at me for losing control 
of my emotions as they gave 
me a hug. They kept asking, 
“Do you like it?” All I could do 
is nod my head up and down, 
indicating yes.

I will never be able to ex-
press the joy I felt as I swung 
my leg over that bike to take 
my first ride around the 
block. I do not know how 
many miles I rode that first 
day, or the first week, but I do 
remember my behind being 
sore and my legs being weary.

The smiles my folks wore 
that day made a big impres-
sion on me. In my heart of 
hearts, I knew my folks did 
not think a 10-speed was nec-
essary, but they did it anyway 
because they knew how much 
joy the gift would bring me. 
I like to think giving me such 
a gift gave them as much joy 
as I received that day. I feel 
that same joy in giving a gift 
to my wife, children, grand-
daughters or friends. Nothing 
beats making the people you 
care about experience joy and 
happiness.

Thought for the day: The 
best gifts come from the 
heart, not from the store.

Until next time.
sam@hcnews.com | 817-

573-7066, ext. 260

REV. JAMES C. 
(JIM) BOLING
April 27, 1938 – July 19, 2022

Rev. James C. (Jim) Boling 
went home to be with his 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
whom he loved and served 
so well, on Tuesday, July 19, 
2022, surrounded by his lov-
ing family at his home. 

Funeral services were held 
at 10 a.m. Saturday, July 
23, 2022, at Scott’s Funer-
al Home Chapel, with Rev. 
Thresa Lawson and Rev. 
Joseph Lawson officiating. 
Interment with full military 
honors followed at Restland 
Cemetery in Gatesville. 

Jim was born on April 27, 
1938, in Post, to the late J. C. 
and Maudie Lee Hickson Bol-
ing. He lived and attended 
schools in Azle, Waco and 
Odessa. He married Carolyn 
White in 1962 and from that 
union they were blessed with 
three children, Tammie, Jim-
my, and Angie. He joined the 
U.S. Army at the young age 
of 17 and served our country 
for 21 years until his retire-
ment in 1977. During his 
military career, he received 
numerous awards to include 
the Bronze Star Medal and 
Combat Infantry Badge, 
serving in Alaska, Germany, 
Panama, two tours in Viet-
nam and Korea. In 1972, he 
married the love of his life, 
Joyce Marie Van Lawson and 
took Joyce’s son, Vance, as 
his own. After his retire-
ment from the Army in 1977, 
they moved to Gatesville, 
where he pastored for nearly 
40 years. After a fruitful, 
blessed Pastorate, they built 
a new home on their son’s 
farm in Mount Calm. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; stepmother, 
Hazle; and brother, Bobby.

Jim is survived by his wife, 
Joyce Boling; sons, Jimmy 
Boling, Vance Lawson and 

wife, Thresa; daughters, 
Angie Fay and husband, 
Bob, Tammie Rutledge and 
husband, Phil; three sisters, 
Vickie Lipsey and husband, 
Ronnie, Beverly Wicks, Linda 
Sloan and husband, David; 
brother, Mike Jackson and 
wife, Dinah; five grandchil-
dren, Melisha Adankpo and 
husband, Greg, Daniel Law-
son and wife, Stacey; Joseph 
Lawson and wife, Bethany; 
Joshua Lawson and wife, 
Jenny; and Victoria Rutledge. 
Jim’s greatest remaining 
treasures and the real apples 
of his eye are his fourteen 
great-grandchildren, Vance 
Steven, Aubrielle, Abigail, 
Enam, Asher, Layla, Samuel, 
Judah, Jack, Ellie, Noah, Bo, 
Delali, and Emma. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family has designated that 
memorials be made to the 
Parkinson’s Foundation at 
https://www.parkinson.org/
ways-to-give, or Church of 
the Open Door, 900 N Loop 
340, Bellmead, TX 76705, 
https://www.opendoorwaco.
org/giving or Cover 2 Cover 
Ministries, 1409 W Main, 
Gatesville, TX 76528.

DANIEL 
CASTILLO
Dec. 11, 1938 – July 16, 2022

Daniel Castillo, age 83, of 
Dallas, passed away Satur-
day, July 16, 2022, at his 

son’s home in Rockdale. 
A funeral Mass was held 

at 9 a.m. Friday, July 22, 
2022, at St. Joseph’s Catho-
lic Church in Rockdale with 
burial in St. Joseph Cemetery 
in Rockdale. 

Mr. Castillo was born Dec. 
11, 1938, in Cerritos, San 
Luis Potosi, Mexico to José 
Castillo and Carmen Banda. 
On June 22, 1958, he and 
Juliana Castillo were mar-
ried in Mexico. Daniel was a 
farmer and rancher. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, José Castillo 
and Carmen Banda; a broth-
er, Rodrigo Castillo; and two 
sisters, Lucina Castillo and 
Margarita Castillo. 

Surviving is his wife of 64 
years, Juliana Castillo of Dal-
las; six sons, Manuel Castillo 
and wife, Julia, of Virginia, 
Gerardo Castillo of Gatesville, 
Rosalio Castillo and wife, 
Juana, of Gonzalez, José Cas-
tillo and wife, Leticia, of Dal-
las, Felipe Castillo and wife, 
Alma, of Dallas, and Francis-
co Castillo and wife, Lorena, 
of Rockdale; three daughters, 
Rosa Escalante and husband, 
Juan, of Rockdale, Juana Cas-
tillo and Marta Castillo, both 
of Mexico; 26 grandchildren 
and 23 great-grandchildren. 

His sons served as pallbear-
ers, Gerardo, Manuel, Rosalio, 
José, Felipe, Francisco Cas-
tillo.

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of July 21 – 24.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant ac-
tivity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

12:17 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 400 
block of N. 16th Street.

2:08 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 500 
block of E. Leon Street.

2:52 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Lark Street.
July 24

5:52 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1000 
block of W. Leon Street.

10:02 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
10000 block of N. State Hwy. 
36.

3:40 p.m., suspicious activ-

ity was reported in the 2300 
block of Bridge Street.

9:47 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2100 
block of Waco Street.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
July 21

8:50 a.m., a dog bite was 
reported in the 100 block of 
2nd Street.

10:29 a.m., an explosion 
was reported in the 3500 
block of CR 158.

2:09 p.m., an explosion was 
reported in the 800 block of 
Beechly.

4:28 p.m., a fire was report-
ed in the 500 block of CR 339 
and FM 107.
July 22

10:51 a.m., a fire was re-
ported on CR 158.

12:00 p.m., a domestic 
disturbance was reported in 
the 2800 block of Arrowhead 
Drive.

2:34 p.m., a major accident 
was reported in the 2100 
block of FM 929.

3:17 p.m., identity theft was 
reported in the 1500 block of 
CR 272.

6:56 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 

400 block of CR 132.
7:25 p.m., a theft was re-

ported in the 1600 block of 
CR 341.
July 23

12:38 a.m., a suspicious 
vehicle was reported in the 
1700 block of Old George-
town Road.

12:44 p.m., a runaway was 
reported in the 3700 block of 
E. Main Street.

12:53 p.m., an assault was 
reported at Tractor Supply.

6:39 p.m., a possible fire 
was reported on FM 116 and 
Sierra Vista.

8:08 p.m., a livestock com-

plaint was reported on FM 
1829 and Greenbriar Creek.
July 24

4:13 a.m., a missing child 
was reported in the 500 block 
of CR 339.

9:25 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Harrell Drive.

2:59 p.m., a minor accident 
was reported on Straws Mill 
Road.

5:39 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 100 block of 
CR 347.

8:15 p.m., a possible fire 
was reported in the 7500 
block of FM 116.
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When a mollusk dies, its soft body 
disappears but its shell remains. 
Sometimes other animals, like hermit 
crabs, move in. Other empty shells 
wash up on the beach.

When a bit of sand gets inside 
an oyster shell, it scratches and 
bothers the oyster. To 
protect itself, the 
  oyster covers the 
   sand with the 
   minerals it uses to 
make its shell. Over time, it 
forms something that humans 
use for jewelery. Unscramble 
the letters to find out what it is.

Standards Link: 

Reading Comprehension: 
Follow written directions.

Standards Link: Math: Identify 
even and odd numbers.

Look through the 
newspaper and circle 
all even numbers in 
red. Circle the odd 
numbers in blue. 
Make a graph to 

show how many of 
each you found.

Even 
and Odd

     eashells you find on the beach 
       were once homes to small, 
soft-bodied creatures called 
mollusks. Hard shells protect the 
soft bodies inside. When the mollusk 
dies, its shell washes up on shore.

The giant clam can weigh 
440 pounds (200kg) or more! 
When healthy, they can live 
up to 100 years.

Long ago, people thought giant 
clams could eat people. The truth is that a clam 
moves its shell way too slowly to trap a person 
inside. Circle every other letter to see what giant clams eat.

Mammoth Mollusk

A P D L R A K N W K B T J O Y N

Mollusks with shells keep them 
their whole lives. But not all 
mollusks have shells. Unscramble 
the letters to discover a familiar 
mollusk that doesn’t have a shell.

Mollusks and Their Shells

Finders Keepers

Pretty Irritating

Do the math to label each of these shells.

Clam

Oyster

Periwinkle

Cone

3 + 3 + 4 =

17 + 2 + 3 =

15 + 5 + 7 =

9 + 2 + 2 =

15 + 6 + 7 =

11 + 11 + 7 =

3 + 6 + 6 =

14 + 1 + 6 =

Triton

Whelk

Cowrie

Nautilus

21

15

22

29

28

27

Standards Link: Life Science: Animals have unique 
structures that aid in survival.

A few days after baby mollusks hatch from tiny eggs, 
they start building their shells, layer after layer.

They mix salt and minerals from the sea with other 
ingredients from their own bodies to build their shells.

When a mollusk grows, it needs a bigger shell. That’s no 
problem! A mollusk adds to its shell every day. 

Scientists can tell the age of a mollusk by 
counting a shell’s rings!
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Shell Story
While walking on the beach, you find 
an unusual seashell. Write a paragraph 
describing it and whether you will keep 

it or throw it back into the ocean.

Cut out a newspaper photo. Then cut out a piece 
of that photo. Give the picture with the missing 
piece to a friend and have them ask you “yes or 
no” questions to figure out what is missing.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow written directions.

Game: What’s Missing?

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

P

L

A

N

K

T

O

N

E

J

K

L

B

R

I

N

G

S

M

S

T

O

E

N

Z

Y

G

P

U

H

R

Y

A

T

K

I

R

L

S

E

A

S

C

U

A

C

L

A

M

L

P

T

H

N

L

O

W

V

S

L

M

E

T

R

M

N

A

U

H

Y

T

R

A

V

N

E

Y

I

O

L

V

E

D

J

B

O

R

C

R

B

PLANKTON

MOLLUSK

PEARL

SHELL

CLAM

SHORE

BEACH

RINGS

LAYER

TRAP

GIANT

SEA

OYSTER

CONE

SAND

How many clam shells can you find? Have a friend try, too. 
Who found the most?

Seashells were the first money! 
A small white shell called a 
cowrie was once used as 
money worldwide.

The ancient Greeks used 
crushed seashells to clean their 
teeth.

A giant clam can kill people.

A shell’s color is determined by 
the food the animal eats and 
things in the water where it 
lives.

Conch shells have been used 
as trumpets by people for 
thousands of years.

The official name of a shell 
collector is a “conchologist.”

Clams have no eyes, ears, or 
noses, so they cannot see, hear, 
or smell.

The giant clam can live more 
than 100 years.

Giant clams can snap their 
shells closed very quickly.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Standards Link: Math: Calculate sums 
and differences up to 30.

Read each statement and choose. 
Then check your answer by doing the math. 
A true statement will have a math problem 

that adds up to an even number. If the 
math problem adds up to an odd number, 

that statement is false.

TRUE                FALSE

6 + 10 + 4 =

TRUE                FALSE

9 + 9 + 4 =

TRUE                FALSE

7 + 3 + 9 =

TRUE                FALSE

6 + 10 + 4 =

TRUE                FALSE

8 + 8 + 8 =

TRUE                FALSE

14 + 2 + 2 =

TRUE                FALSE

16 + 7 + 3 =

TRUE                FALSE

13 + 13 + 2 =

TRUE                FALSE

11 + 1 + 1 =

Gatesville ISD Athletics 
will be hosting a communi-
ty-wide pep rally and “Meet 
the Hornets” program on 
Wednesday, Aug. 17. The 
event will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
at Tommy Davidson Field 
at McKamie Stadium. Dur-
ing the evening, members of 

GATESVILLE ISD

The Gatesville Indepen-
dent School District recently 
announced the date and 
times for the Open House 
and Meet the Teacher at 
each of the GISD campuses. 
The event will take place on 
Tuesday, Aug. 9, with times 
at the following campuses: 
Gatesville Primary School 5 
p.m. until 6:30 p.m.; Gates-
ville Elementary School 5:30 
p.m. until 7 p.m.; Gatesville 
Intermediate School 6 p.m. 
until 7:30 p.m.; Gatesville 
Junior High 5 p.m. until 6:30 
p.m.; and Gatesville High 
School from 6 p.m. until 7:30 
p.m.

Any questions about the 
Open House or Meet the 
Teacher night can be an-
swered by calling the office 
at each individual campus.

EVANT ISD

Evant ISD will have their 
Meet the Teacher on Thurs-

Gatesville Independent 
School District recently re-
leased a list of recipients 
for the 2021-2022 Scholar-
ship Awards. The name of 
the scholarship followed by 
the students receiving the 
scholarship and the amount 
received. The total amount 
of scholarships awarded this 
year totaled $318,390. 

The donors and recipients 
are as follows:

Ancient Free & Accept-
ed Masons/Gatesville 
Lodge #197- Ciera Billing-
sley, $2,000; Cooper Sut-
ton, $2,000; Anonymous 
- Hayden Mooney, $1,000; 
Anonymous - James Ham-
ilton, $500; Ashley’s Schol-
arship Award - Cheyenne 
Miller, $2,000; Bancorp 
South, Jack Straw Memo-
rial - Samuel Belt, $1,500; 
Bancorp South, Andrew 
Kendrick Memorial - Sarah 
Saunders, $1,500; Bancorp 
South, Cam McGilvray Me-
morial - Juleeva Sun, $1,500; 
Bancorp South, Dawson Coo-
per Memorial - Riann Tippit, 
$1,500; Blackacre Clancy 
Lawhorn Memorial - Adeline 
Carpenter, $1,250; Cayden 
Mata, $1,250; David Ken-
non, $1,250; Evan Hanson, 
$1,250; Luis Macias, $1,250; 
Bob & Ann Miller Scholarship 
-  Jozy Jackson, $1,000; Brack 
Jones Memorial - Camden 
Morra,  $1,000; Caydon 
Best, $1,000; Cooper Sut-
ton, $1,000; Kinsey Gardner, 
$500; Lyndi Poynter, $1,000; 
Milton Walters, $1,000; Riann 
Tippit, $1,000; Samuel Belt, 
$1,000; Sarah Saunders, 
 $1,000;  Buckworth Dream 
Scholarship - Avery Mullins, 
$1,000; CCYF David Tread-
way Memorial - Cheyenne 
Miller, $1,250; CCYF David 
Treadway Memorial - Cooper 
Sutton, $1,500; CCYF Fred-
die Wolff Memorial - Hailey 
Luensmann, $1,500; CCYF 
Freddie Wolff Memorial - Kin-
sey Gardner, $1,500; CCYF 
Freddie Wolff Memorial - 
Samuel Belt, $1,500; CCYF 
Kenneth Barnett Memorial - 
David Kennon, $1,250; CCYF 
Paula Jander Memorial - Mi-
kala Bryson, $1,000; Central 

Texas College Chancellor’s 
Scholarship - Briyana Alex-
ander, 12 Semester Hours; 
Chamber of Commerce 
Junior Ambassador - Zane 
Foster, $1,000; Charlie Fran-
ces Straw Memorial - Juleeva 
Sun, $1,000; Lexi Poston, 
$2,500; Nolee Pickles, 
$1,500; Class of 1954 - Tyler 
Sutton, $500; Class of 1965 
- Baylee Snoddy, $500; Class 
of 1965 - Camden Morra, 
$500; Class of 1965 - Cooper 
Sutton, $500; Class of 1965 
- Harlee Snoddy, $500; Class 
of 1965 - Natalie Jones, $500; 
Class of 1965 - Tyler Sutton, 
$500; Class of 1965 - Zach 
Swindall, $500; Coryell Area 
Go Texan - Baylee Snoddy, 
$500; Cooper Sutton, $2,500; 
Hailey Luensmann, $3,500; 
Jimmy Hall, $1,500; Kin-
sey Gardner, $3,500; Mikala 
Bryson, $500; Samuel Belt, 
$2,500; Coryell Memorial 
Healthcare Volunteers - Kalli 
Robinette, $500; Nolee Pick-
les, $500; Coryell Retired 
School Personnel - Mikala 
Bryson, $500; Olivia Brown-
lee, $500; Cruzin’ Cruzers 
- Brett Byler, $1,500; Dylan 
Markgraf, $1,500; David S. 
Barnard Memorial - Caydon 
Best, $2,000; Sarah Saunders, 
$2,000; Davidson Auto Parts 
/ Allan & Gloria Davidson 
- Hayden Mooney, $1,000; 
Debbie Powell Thompson 
and Robert & Mary Lou 
Powell Memorial  - Anna 
Mitchell, $1,000; Camden 
Morra, $1,000; Cooper Sut-
ton, $1,000; David Kennon, 
$1,000; Megan Barcroft, 
$1,000; Dorothy F. Haines 
Educational Endowment - 
Tasha Thoms, $1,000; Anna 
Mitchell, $1,500; Kaitlyn 
Merritt, $1,500; Nolee Pick-
les, $1,000; Dorsey-Graham 
Memorial - Camden Morra, 
$1,000; Cayden Mata, $1,000; 
Caydon Best, $1,000; Coo-
per Sutton, $1,000; Hailey 
Luensmann, $1,000; Hayden 
Mooney, $1,000; Jaiden Go-
mez, $1,000; Jimmy Hall, 
$1,000; Samuel Belt, $1,000; 
Stormy Tatum, $1,000; Zach 
Swindall, $1,000; Dylan 
Blanchard Memorial - Megan 
Barcroft, $2,000; Erine Car-

roll Whitt Memorial - Hayden 
Mooney, $5,000; Exchange 
Club -Youth of the Year - 
Cooper Sutton, $1,000; Ex-
change Club -Youth of the 
Year - Hailey Luensmann, 
$1,000; Exchange Club-
ACE Award - Alyssa Molina, 
$500; David Kennon, $1,000; 
Evonna Pitrucha, $1,000; 
Luis Macias, $500; Extraco 
Bank-B.K. Cooper Memo-
rial - Olivia Brownlee, $250; 
Extraco Bank-J.F. “Pete” Pat-
terson Memorial - Hazlee 
Edwards, $250; F.W. “Jack” 
Straw Memorial - Jessi Sa-
las, $2,500; Peyton Dooley, 
$2,500;  Frank Aubrey & 
Cleo Stratton Black - Bailee 
Williams, $1,000; Natalie 
Jones, $1,000; Gary & Diane 
Heavin Community Fund - 
Allie Pearce, $1,500; Bella 
Perry, $1,500; Cayden Mata, 
$1,500; Caydon Best, $1,500; 
Cheyenne Miller, $1,500; 
Dylan Markgraf, $5,000; 
Hayden Mooney, $1,500; Kin-
sey Gardner, $1,500; Lyndi 
Poynter, $1,500; Matthew Ar-
rington, $1,500; Megan Bar-
croft, $5,000; Ryan Smiley, 
$1,500; Samuel Belt, $1,500; 
Gatesville Lions Club - Wes-
ley Brown, $2,000; Jozy Jack-
son, $2,000; Gatesville Lions 
Club, L.C. McKamie - Jimmy 
Hall, $2,000; Gatesville Li-
ons Club, Sid Pruitt - Cooper 
Sutton, $2,000; Gatesville 
Lions Club, Jerry & Dora 
Dyson Scholarship - Scout 
Key, $2,000; Gatesville Lions 
Club, Wayland Cargill Memo-
rial Scholarship - Cheyenne 
Miller, $3,640; Gatesville PTO 
- Hailey Luensmann, $1,000; 
Gatesville Youth Sports, 
Basketball - Jaiden Gomez, 
$1,000; Hamilton Electric 
Co-op - Hailey Luensmann, 
$1,000; Henry W. Glass 
Memorial - Stormy Tatum, 
$1,000; Higginbotham Broth-
ers Scholarship of Excellence 
- Cooper Sutton, $1,000; 
Hochheim Prairie Ins. Branch 
163 - Hailey Luensmann, 
$1,000; Harley Atterbury, 
$1,000; Jozy Jackson, $1,000; 
Riann Tippit, $1,000; Hornet 
Radio - Cooper Sutton, $250; 
Stormy Tatum, $250; Jason 
Brady Memorial - Cheyenne 

Miller, $500; Knights of Co-
lumbus Scholarship - Clara 
De La Torre, $500; Johnnie 
Short, $250; Landon Som-
merfeld Memorial -Luis 
Macias, $1,500; Linda Little 
Brown Memorial - Evan Han-
son, $1,000; Jaiden Gomez, 
$1,000; Jorja Penny, $3,000; 
Luis Macias, $5,000; Matthew 
Arrington, $1,000; Tyler Sut-
ton, $1,000; Lloyd & Madge 
Mitchell - Cayden Mata, $750; 
Evan Hanson, $750; Hayden 
Mooney, $750; Zach Swindall, 
$750; M. J. Hanna Foundation 
- Cooper Sutton, $10,000; Da-
vid Kennon, $10,000; Kinsey 
Gardner, $10,000; Samuel 
Belt, $10,000; Jaiden Go-
mez, $10,000; M.J. Lambert 
Memorial - Harlee Snoddy, 
$500; Marshall L. & Esther 
Lee Donaldson - Jozy Jack-
son, $3,000; Mary Ann Clark 
Memory - Kalli Robinette, 
$1,000; Mattie Boyd Milner - 
Olivia Brownlee, $1,000; Kin-
sey Gardner, $1,000; Mikala 
Bryson, $1,000; Max Warren 
Moffett Memorial - Caydon 
Best, $2,000; Melvin & Gertie 
Watson Memorial - Stormy 
Tatum, $1,000; Middle Trin-
ity Groundwater Conserva-
tion - Cooper Sutton, $1,000; 
Patti Smith Memorial - Hailey 
Luensmann, $500; Riann Tip-
pit, $750; Sarah Hering/Dr. 
James Brock Service Scholar-
ship - Anna Mitchell, $500; 
Jessi Salas, $500; Sheep-
dog Marksmanship Train-
ing - Baylee Snoddy, $500; 
Swarm Scholarship - Cera 
Touchet, $750; Emmaleah 
Zacha, $750; Kinsey Gard-
ner, $1,000; Riann Tippit, 
$500; Tasha Thoms, $500; 
Texas 4-H Foundation - Coo-
per Sutton, $10,000; Hailey 
Luensmann, $20,000; Kinsey 
Gardner, $21,000; Samuel 
Belt, $10,000; The Kenneth 
and Joyce Rhoades Memo-
rial - Avery Mullins, $500; Gill 
Wallace, $500; Jacob Baker, 
$500; The Sharon & Van Nec-
essary Texas Aggie Scholar-
ship - Hayden Mooney, $500; 
Tommy Davidson Memorial 
- Cayden Mata, $2,000; Sarah 
Saunders, $2,000; Unique 
Machine Shop - Caydon Best, 
$1,500.

GISD scholarships awarded for 
2021-2022 graduating class

Meet the Teacher set 
for local schools

day, Aug. 4, from 6-8 p.m. 
The school is located at 339 
N. Memory Lane in Evant. 
The school can be reached 
by calling 254-471-3160.

OGLESBY ISD

Oglesby ISD will host their 
Meet the Teacher evening on 
Monday, Aug. 15, from 6-7 
p.m. The school is located 
at 125 College Avenue in 
Oglesby. The school can be 
reached by calling 254-456-
2271.

JONESBORO ISD

Jonesboro ISD will have 
their Meet the Teacher eve-
ning on Wednesday, Aug. 
17, from 6-8 p.m. A meal 
starts prior to Meet the 
Teacher at 5:30 p.m. The 
school is located at 14909 E. 
State Highway 36 in Jones-
boro. The school can be 
reached by calling 254-463-
2111.

Community-wide pep rally 

set to “Meet the Hornets”
the GHS athletic teams will 
be recognized. There will 
also be an ice cream social 
for fans and athletes to get 
the chance to meet all GISD 
coaches and staff members. 
The GHS band, cheer and 
dance teams will also per-
form.

A Back to School Bash will 
be held on Saturday, Aug.6, 
from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church in Gates-
ville. There will be free back-
packs and school supplies, 
haircuts, vision and hearing 
screening, COVID vaccines 
for all ages (a parent must 
accompany a child for the 
vaccine), car seat/booster 
checkups and a bounce 
house.

This event is the result of 
community-wide involve-
ment including 4-H, Free-

dom Reins Counseling, 
Canyon Creek Behavioral 
Hospital, Texas AgriLife, Na-
tional Guard, Fort Hood, U.S. 
Army, Gatesville ISD, Scott 
and White Clinic of Gates-
ville, Coryell Health Clinic, 
Acrewood Dental, Gatesville 
Fire Department, Gatesville 
Police Department, Gates-
ville Public Library, Gide-
on’s, H-E-B, Coryell Child 
Welfare Board, Walmart, and 
Coryell Community Church.

First United Methodist 
Church is located at 2600 E. 
Main Street in Gatesville.

Back to School Bash Aug. 6
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060

Garage Sale

015

Farm & Ranch
 

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00029442

017

Livestock
 

Interested in locally raised and 
grass/grain fed beef? Limited 
butcher slots are now avail-
able for next season. Loyalty 
bonus to previous Charles 
Graham Farm, LLC buyers 
who refer new customers that 
purchase half calves or great-
er. Call (254) 317- 5276 to re-
serve your slot! 
00029465

032

Miscellaneous

045

Services
HONEY’S ROOFING 

LLC
Residential and 

Commercial
Complete Re-Roofs and 

Repairs
Fully Insured

Insurance Assistance
254-662-9900 or

Toll Free 1-855-662-9900
00029022

  

Ashley’s Landscaping & 
Services:

Mowing, Landscaping, 
Tree Trimming, 

Brush Clearing, Yard 
Cleanup, 

Handyman Services. 
254-239-8842

John 3:16
Like us on Facebook

00029447

We are still open and de-
tailing vehicles! Call for 
an appointment, 254-865-
5311. Wild Bill’s Auto De-
tailing, www.wildbillsau-
todetailing.net  
00029448

 

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00029436

 

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial and 

Residential
Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00029437

 

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00029439

  

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00029440

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00029441

 

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00029443

 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00029444

 

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, 
lot clearing, 

stump and brush 
removal. 

254-563-3535 
www.yoseftreeservice.com

00029445

 

Kenneth Russell
 Shredding Service, small 

or large acreage. 
Call 254-223-3119.

00029446

  

 

The sale you do NOT want 
to miss! The family of be-
loved long-time residents 
Benny and Peggy Blanchard 
are hosting a huge Estate Sale 
on FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
July 29th & July 30th. 7AM-
3PM Friday and 7AM-1PM 
Saturday (most items half 
price!) Located at 212 River 
Place West, Gatesville. This 
large, gorgeous home is situ-
ated in the community of the 
Gatesville Country Club! 
Items from outside shed, ga-
rage, kitchen, bath, home 
decor, mid century modern 
solid wood furniture, tools, 
Gatesville memorabilia, LP 
albums, outdoor items, large 
one-of-a-kind wall art pieces, 
refrigerator, clothes, purses, 
shoes, and the list goes on! 
INDOOR SALE so weather 
will NOT be an issue.  00029463

 

099

Public Notices
 

Notice is hereby given by 116 
Storage of the sale of con-
tents, by public auction, of the 
following, pursuant to the as-
sertion of a manager’s posses-
sory lien against them in order 
to collect the amounts due on 
them:

Hope McKinnon
John Burgan
Christopher Allen
Watachia Sanchez
Joseph Hubert
Charolette Harrison
Korey Porter
Shelia Hughes
Barbara Lancaster

The auction will be held at 
9:00 a.m. Saturday, August 
6, 2022 (weather permitting) 
at 116 Storage, 2445 S. Hwy. 
116, Gatesville, TX.

Terms: Cash 
00029468

$14.50
25 words or less, 1 issue
2nd consecutive issue is free without changes

Additional Words.....................70¢ each
Bold or Centered Type............Add $1.00
Border.......................................Add $1.00
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Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts

Cardiopulmonary: 
Sleep Center Clinical Coordinator/
RPSGT – FT 

Coryell Health Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT
• Referral Clerk – FT
• Registration Clerk – FT 
(Requires travel to off-site clinics)

• CCMA -FT

Coryell Health Clinic Waco: 
• RN – FT
• LVN – FT
• CCMA – FT 
• Registration Clerk – FT 

Coryell Health Home Health: 
• RN Case Manager – FT
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville, Evant and 
Copperas Cove

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT
(Food Handlers Cert. preferred)

EMS:
• EMT Paramedic or Licensed 
Paramedic – FT
• EMT B – FT
• EMT B – PRN

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:

• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave
Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and 

supplemental Insurances.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

Emergency Department:
• RN - PRN all shifts

Material Management: 
• Maintenance – FT
• Housekeeper – FT

Med Surg:
• CNA-FT Nights 

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN PRN all shifts

Mills County Medical Clinic - 
Goldthwaite:
• X-Ray Technologist – FT

Radiology:
• CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological   
Technologist – PRN
• Cath Lab Tech – FT experienced

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:  
• PACU RN – FT, Experience preferred

$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

DaVita Dialysis:
• Clinical Coordinator (RN) – FT or 
PRN 
• Patient Care Tech (CHT, CNA or 
CCMA) – FT or PRN
• RN Charge Nurse – FT or PRN
• Social Worker (MSW) Per Diem 
   Please apply at: 
   https://careers.davita.com/search-
   results?keywords= 

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW
HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation

Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands
Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

Gatesville Trails 

Apartment Homes 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •
1 & 2 BEDROOM 

HOMES FOR 

IMMEDIATE MOVE IN

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

55 + Better Living 

Schedule your tour today!

NOW LEASING • (254) 781-0883

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

032

Miscellaneous

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING: $500 Hiring 
Bonus. Residential Framing 
Superintendent (Structural 
Framing) AND Experienced 
Roofing Metal Framers. Email 
Resume’ to lfuller@jroof.com 
or call 254-662-5571 and ask 
for LeAnne.
00029435

045

SERVICEs

045

SERVICEs

070

Land & Lots

078

Apartments

078

Apartments

TexSCAN Week of

July 24-30, 2022

ACREAGE

Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices start-

ing at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the 

Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde 

Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval 

County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 

30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 

Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 

www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ADOPTION

California family has sunlit nursery awaiting 

newborn. Secure future, devoted grandparents, best 

education, gentle pet. Generous living expenses. 

Andrew/Erin 747-788-0260 or attorney 310-663-3467.

AUCTIONS

101-Acre Commercial/Industrial Property – Aug. 

30 – 3050 Hwy 16N, De Leon, TX (5 Miles North 

of Intersection – Hwy 6 & Hwy 16). ExxonMobil 

directs immediate sale. Low minimum bid: $50,000. 

1,367’ frontage on Hwy 16. FineAndCompany.com, 

312-278-0600.

Commercial/Industrial Land – Aug. 30 – Real Estate 

to be sold Absolute, Regardless of Price. ExxonMobil 

directs immediate sale: 3.7 Acres South of Marilyn St., 

Conroe, TX; 38,147 SF, 577 W. Santa Fe St., Conroe, 

TX; 5.37 Acres, Mc Farland Rd., League City, TX. 

FineAndCompany.com, 312-278-0600.

DOGS, PETS OR LIVESTOCK

Use Happy Jack® Kennel Dip as an area spray 

to control lyme disease ticks, fleas, stable flies, & 

mosquitoes where they breed. At Tractor Supply® 

(www.happyjackinc.com).

REAL ESTATE

25 Acres & New 1,200 SF Hunting Cottage Shell, 

only $239,900. Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & 

recreational tracts – perfect for wildlife spectators, 

hunters & nature enthusiasts. Prime location in Brady, 

the Heart of Texas. High-speed internet! Call 877- 333-

7390 x31, www.RanchesAtBuckRidgeTexas.com.

GENERATORS

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 

home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 

Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 

now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 

Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 

compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-

dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 

plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 

Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 

www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED

FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to 

buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at 

312-625-5322.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

060

Garage Sale

25 CENT SALE Tues, 07/26 
- Sat, 7/30! The Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. 
Main. Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-
5p.m. & Saturday, 9a.m.-
3p.m.  
00029424

Kids & adult clothes, bikes, 
jackets,entertainment cen-
ter, treadmill. 127 North 27 
Street, Friday & Saturday July 
29 and 30, 7am-4pm. 
00029466

 

Yard Sale: lots of home fur-
nishings, kitchen items and 
other household goods in 
well-kept conditions. Satur-
day, July 30, 8am-1pm, 106 
Rio Dr., Gatesville.  
00029467
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Offering a full slate of recreation options
BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

It’s been a busy summer 
for the Gatesville Parks & 
Recreation Department, and 
with plenty of activities also 
scheduled for the fall, there’s 
no let-up in sight for the 
number of programs and ac-
tivities that are available.

Seth Phillips, the city’s 
parks and recreation direc-
tor, recently gave an update 
on the department along 
with fitness center direc-
tor Patrice Gilbert and Marte 
Bailey during a recent meet-
ing of the Gatesville Lions 
Club.

Phillips said he started 
with the department in 2006 
as a summer lifeguard at the 
city pool. After graduating 
from Tarleton State Univer-
sity in 2011, he joined the 
city of Gatesville working in 
the fitness center and was 
hired as assistant director. 
He became recreation direc-
tor in 2015 before moving 
into his current role in 2021.

“I started at the city pool 
and fitness center, and 
now I’m in charge of all of 
it,” Phillips said. “I appre-
ciate the opportunity I’ve 
been given and couldn’t do 
it without an outstanding 
team that does a great job. 
We are responsible for the 
activities at the ballpark, fit-
ness center, skatepark, pool, 
Raby Park, Faunt Le Roy Park 
and Brown Park, and we also 
maintain the grounds of the 
library and police depart-
ment.

“There are eight full-time 
employees and six part-time 
employees along with 25 
seasonal lifeguards. Our goal 
is to enhance the quality of 
life for the community. We 
want to provide great recre-
ation opportunities for the 
citizens of Gatesville.”

Although there is already a 

range of recreation opportu-
nities available locally, Phil-
lips said even more will be 
offered in the future.

“You’re going to start see-
ing improvements, and we 
are working on a park mas-
ter plan,” he said.

The department has an 
annual budget of $885,000 
to oversee the facilities and 
programs.

“At the ballpark, we’ve got 
something going on every 
night of the week with tour-
naments bringing people 
to the community,” Phillips 
said. “That’s great for the 
community because it brings 
people in from out of town 
who eat at local restaurants 
and visit the stores.”

Gilbert, who oversees the 
fitness center, said she has 
worked for the city for 15 
years. The fitness center 
opened in 2002 and is cel-
ebrating its 20th anniversary 
this year.

“We’ve done a lot to up-
grade things,” she said. 
“We replaced all the car-
diac equipment over the last 
seven years.”

The fitness center features 
an indoor pool and hot tub, 
two racquetball courts, an 
aerobics area and workout 
equipment. It is open from 
5 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 5 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Friday, 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday and 1 to 7 p.m. 
Sunday.

Gilbert said more than 20 
different fitness classes are 
offered for various ages and 
fitness levels, and include 
balance and flexibility activi-
ties, strength and condition-
ing and other fitness exer-
cises.

Fees based on age and 
residency are posted on the 
city’s park and recreation 
website, www.gatesvilletx.
com/parksrec/page/fitness-
center.

Gilbert said that some in-
surance companies also of-
fer free membership at the 
center. Those who want to 
see if their insurance might 
include a membership can 
call the fitness center at 
254-865-4012.

Lap swimming is also 
available at the city pool 
from 6 to 8 a.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday.

“We do have a lot of people 
enjoying summer swimming 
since it’s so hot outside,” 
Gilbert said.

Bailey said he has been 
working for the city “since 
gas was $2.50 a gallon” 
and said through being on 
baseball and softball teams, 
youths can represent their 
community and compete 
against other teams.

“We all work together and 
help each other out because 
there’s so much happening,” 
he said. “We also offer adult 

softball leagues, and youth 
flag football, volleyball and 
soccer.

“We had 622 players 
signed up for youth base-
ball,” Bailey said, adding that 
in addition to Gatesville, 
there are also participants 
from Jonesboro and Oglesby, 
as well as some interaction 
with Copperas Cove teams.

The youth soccer season 
featured 55 teams, and in 
addition to Coryell County, 
there were participants from 
Valley Mills.

Select baseball tourna-
ments hosted in Gatesville 
can bring in up to 3,000 peo-
ple, Bailey said, adding that 
staff are working to “take 
our department to the next 
level.” He said that will allow 
the department to offer even 
more to the community.

Adaptive sports, which 
allows those with different 
disabilities, will be offered 

during the next calendar 
year, he said.

Bailey quoted President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, saying 
“We cannot always build the 
future for our youth but we 
can build our youth for the 
future.”

Outgoing Lions Club Presi-
dent Randy Waggoner said 
he has seen tremendous im-
provements in local recre-
ation programs/facilities.

“The covered bleachers 
and walkways weren’t there 
20 years ago,” he said.
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Patrice Gilbert stands next to some of the equipment at the Gatesville Fitness Center.
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KEEPING COOL: The Gatesville City Pool is a popular location for people to cool off during the hottest months of the year and also have an 
opportunity for a little exercise.
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Walking in the air conditioned comfort of the fitness center helps 
people stay fit while avoiding the triple digit heat outside.
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Slides at the Gatesville City Pool add to the fun and are popular with 
children.

Marshall Day Memorial 
Tournament to be held 
July 30 in Gatesville

Gatesville Parks and Rec-
reation recently announced 
that the 2022 Marshall Day 
Memorial Slowpitch Baseball 
Tournament will be held on 
Saturday, July 30, at 10 a.m.

This event raises mon-
ey for improvements at 
Gatesville’s sports com-
plex. Marshall Day, longtime 
publisher of The Gatesville 
Messenger, was a major sup-
porter of the youth sports 
programs offered in Gates-
ville and now continues to 
give to the youth in this way.

Through donations from 
the tournament, Chris Gar-
rett and the City of Gatesville 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment have been able to 
add bleacher shade awnings 
and dugout covers to five of 
the six ballfields.

The cost will be $50 Tour-
nament Registration per 
team, and $20 Unlimited HR 

wristband.
There will be a Home-

run Derby, All Day Dookie 
Competition (closest to the 
pin), cornhole, music and a 
concession stand. No alcohol 
will be allowed.

Playing rules are posted at 

www.team-
sideline.com/

sites/GatesvilleTX/down-
loads.

More information can be 
obtained by contacting the 
City of Gatesville Parks and 
Recreation Department, 
254-865-4012.

SUPPORT-
ING YOUTH 
SPORTS: 
Marshall Day, 
longtime pub-
lisher of the 
Gatesville Mes-
senger, is the 
namesake of 
a tournament 
which raises 
funds for local 
recreation.
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Area Fishing Report
Belton

GOOD. Water lightly 
stained; 88 degrees; 6.68 
feet low. White bass topwa-
ter action has been excellent 
since high pressure began to 
dominate the weather. Best 
times are sunrise through 8 
a.m. Cast MAL Originals with 
one treble tine snipped off 
and barbs pressed down on 
remaining two points to al-
low for quick unhooking to 
take advantage of the fish 
when they surface. Try not 
to chase the fish with the 
outboard or trolling motor, 
instead, get upwind of the 
fish and drift to and through 
them. Report by Bob Main-
delle, Holding the Line Guide 
Service. Largemouth bass are 
good early morning on top-
waters. As the day progress-
es they are moving to the 
drops and to the treetops in 
15-20 feet or water. Wacky 
worms and Texas rigs are 
working well. The night bite 
continues to stay good with 
jigs being the best. Report by 
Cord Zahn, Belton tourna-
ment organizer. Crappie are 
good in 18-25 feet of water 
off points and brush with 
Dan’s jigs tipped with min-
nows. Report by Zach Min-

nix, Jig N Jerk Guide Service.
Stillhouse Hollow

GOOD. Water lightly 
stained; 88 degrees; 6.78 feet 
low. White bass fishing in the 
lower half of the reservoir is 
becoming more consistent 
with the increasing sum-
mer heat. Downrigging to 
find fish, then Spot-Locking 
atop them and working MAL 
Heavy or MAL Dense lures 
vertically while observing 
fish behavior on sonar is the 
ticket to success right now. 
Mornings are best. Large-
mouth bass fishing the out-
side edge of deep-growing 
hydrilla with dark soft plas-
tics continues to be a staple. 
This week, small packs of 
schoolie largemouth of 15 
inches, or smaller, have be-
gun to hunt and drive shad 
to the surface. Small, clear 
grub baits on unpainted 
jig heads or imitation shad 
streamers behind popping 
corks cast quickly and ac-
curately into fresh boils are 
about the only thing these 
fish are responding to. Re-
port by Bob Maindelle, Hold-
ing the Line Guide Service.

Waco
FAIR. Water stained; 83 

degrees; 7.72 feet low. Fish 

are biting in the typical sum-
mertime patterns, feeding 
shallow early morning and 
moving to deeper, cooler 
water as the sun rises. For 
white and hybrid bass fol-
low the birds feeding on bait 
fish. When you find some 
surface or schooling action 
slabs and spoons should get 
you a bite. Catfish are good 
on live bait. Largemouth 
bass are fair early morning 
on topwater lures, throwing 
soft plastics as the day heats. 
Report by Johnny Matthews, 
local angler. Crappie are 
good in 18-25 feet of water 
off points and brush with 
Dan’s jigs tipped with min-
nows. Report by Zach Min-
nix, Jig N Jerk Guide Service.

Buchanan
GREAT. Water lightly 

stained; 81 degrees; 11.86 
feet low. Bass are good with 
an early morning topwater 
bite with walking style lures, 
and on rock piles in 6-10 
feet of water and at 20 feet 
of water with diving crank-
baits, shaky heads and Texas 
rigs. Report provided by Bry-
an Cotter, Texas Hawgs Bass 
Fishing Guide Service.
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GHS hosts memorial tennis event
BY SE’VETTE EARLY

STAFF WRITER

The Gatesville High School varsity tennis 
team head Coach Wendell Jones and upcom-
ing senior Slone Early hosted the Ethan San-
dell Memorial Tennis Tournament on Satur-
day, July 23, at the GHS tennis courts. Ethan 
Sandell, a former GHS tennis player, lost his 
life in a tragic car accident on April 27, 2019.

The open tennis tournament filled the 
tennis court parking lot with tennis play-
ers from towns such as Brownwood, China 
Spring, Groesbeck, Liberty Hill, Lorena, and 
Hamilton. The tournament brought fellow-
ship, laughter, and skilled competition.

Including alumni and current Gatesville 

High School tennis players, GHS earned 
eleven medaled positions in the tournament. 
Upcoming seniors Ty Warren and Alex Scott 
made their first debut as the number one 
boys’ doubles team for the fighting Gatesville 
Hornets varsity. They defeated the Liberty 
Hill team in the championship round, earn-
ing them a first-place spot in the tourna-
ment. Ty Warren continued his day with a 
2nd place win in the Men’s Singles competi-
tion.

Several former Gatesville High School 
Alumni returned home to compete in the 
tournament showing the crowd they had not 
lost their touch as tennis players. Recently 
graduated Julee Sun and Trevor Bentley won 
2nd in Mixed Doubles. Tyler Hutts and Dayne 

Zacha, 2022 graduates, paired back up one 
final time before heading to Tarleton State 
University to win the Men’s’ Consolation. 
Tyler Hutts went on to win 3rd place in the 
Men’s’ Singles division. 2022 GHS valedic-
torian Rachel Conner teamed up with Alex 
Scott to win 3rd place in the Mixed Doubles.

The tennis tournament allowed families 
and community members to participate. 
Boys head basketball coach and newly as-
signed assistant Fall tennis coach Brit Camp-
bell and Gatesville ISD board member Calvin 
Ford competed in the Men’s Doubles compe-
tition and came out victorious with 3rd place 
metals. Mom and daughter team, Colleen 
Fitzer, and GHS sophomore Kasey Fitzer won 
2nd in Women’s Doubles. Kasey went on to 

win 3rd in the Women’s’ Singles competition.
Incoming GHS freshman London Kizer 

won the Women’s’ Consolation round, while 
junior Olivia Walker and senior Preslea Ed-
mond won 1st in Women’s Doubles. 

To add a little “Fun in the Sun” the tourna-
ment included a social dress costume con-
test. Anna Mitchell and Carlo Martinez were 
decked all the way from their sun visors and 
red whistles to their life-saving waist packs 
to win the title of best dressed. 

The tournament began at 8 a.m. and ended 
at 5 p.m., and despite the brutal heat on the 
tennis courts, the players had a great time. 
The GHS tennis team is looking forward to 
hosting this event again next year.

Rachel Conner and Alex Scott Ty Warren

Trevor Bentley and Julee Sun Colleen Fitzer and KC Fitzer

KC Fitzer Tyler Hutts

London Kizer Olivia Walker and Preslea Edmond

Ty Warren and Alex Scott Dayne Zacha and Tyler Hutts

Brit Campbell and Calvin Ford Fun in the Sun costume contest winners


