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Heat, fire danger smothers area & state
BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

As record heat continues to 
scorch the state and results in re-
cord high temperatures – with heat 
indexes topping 110 degrees, warn-
ings are being issued and county 
leaders are scrambling to address 
concerns.

“We have been experiencing high 
heat with temperatures up to 107 
degrees and the heat index up to 
114,” said Bob Harrell, emergency 
management coordinator for Cory-
ell County.

“ERCOT (the Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas) is asking people 
to reduce energy use, especially 
between 2 and 8 p.m. Turning off 
a printer or even a light can help 
make a difference for the (electric) 
grid.”

Kiley Moran with the Texas A&M 
Forest Service, which makes fire-
fighting assets available statewide 
and sometimes even out of state, 
said his agency has been busy 
helping respond to fires in Coryell 
County and neighboring Bosque 
County.

“The fire threat is very high – 
please exercise extreme caution,” 
he said. “When a fire exceeds the 
ability of local resources to handle 
it, the forest service offers assis-
tance. We have strike teams work-
ing on the Post Oak Fire” (which 
erupted recently in the Oglesby 
area).

Harrell said most of the fire had 
been contained, and the forest 
service was doing flyovers at night 

to see if there were any remaining 
hotspots.

“The Post Oak and Hardcas-
tle fires are the main fires being 
fought in the area,” Harrell said, 
adding that the Hardcastle event 
is in Bosque County. “The more 
resources we can bring to bear in 
this area, the quicker we can get the 
fires under control.

“We are trying to get people 
aware that little things can cause 
big problems – even something like 
dragging a chain behind a vehicle, 
throwing out a cigarette butt, or a 

barbecue grill.”
Justin Latham, director of the 

Coryell County Road and Bridge 
Department, said his workers have 
stopped shredding debris to reduce 
fire hazards. He said that water re-
strictions may stop some local road 
construction.

He said the Multi County, Leon 
Junction and Fort Gates water sup-
ply companies have all stopped 
supplying water to the department 
in order to prioritize serving resi-
dential customers and businesses 
and that “only Coryell City and 

Gatesville are making water avail-
able” to the department as of July 
12. Water was also available from 
Kempner water supply, but Latham 
said the county didn’t have any 
projects underway in the area that 
company serves.

Moran thanked the Coryell Coun-
ty Road and Bridge Department for 
not shredding during the extreme 
heat and dry conditions.

“A lot of fires start with people 
shredding (outdoor debris),” he 
said.

Moran said the forest service will 

sponsor a community Fire Wise 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 
26 that will focus on wildfire pre-
paredness and what to do “before, 
during and after fires.” A represen-
tative of the Texas Department of 
Emergency Management will also 
participate, as well as someone 
with the Texas and Southwestern 
Cattle Raisers Association.

Coryell County Judge Roger 
Miller said he has noticed a strong 
increase in the amount of aerial 
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CORYELL COUNTY FIRE: Volunteer firefighters and the Texas A&M Forest Service worked together to help contain a recent blaze near Oglesby.

Looking for a sweet deal

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

A woman looks at items for sale during a recent Market Days event hosted by the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce.

Commissioners court voices support for building plan

County to 
reap big 
insurance 
savings

BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

County leaders are celebrating 
the efforts of the county treasurer 
and human resources department 
in helping the county save an esti-
mated $170,000 in insurance costs 
compared to what Coryell County 
was paying during the 2021-22 fis-
cal year.

County Treasurer Randi McFarlin 
said the county will pay 7.5% less 
for its insurance through the Baylor 
Scott & White Health Plan.

County Judge Roger Miller credit-
ed McFarlin and Kristin Weddle, who 
coordinates human resources for 
the county, while aggressively nego-
tiating with Scott & White to bring 
the price down.

Scott & White initially offered a 2% 

BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Taking a big step forward in a commitment to build new 
facilities for Precinct 3 and 4 Justice of the Peace offices, the 
Coryell County Commissioners Court voted to proceed with a 
plan to address what has been referred to as the top priority 
among county facilities.

The court voted 4-0, with one abstention. New commis-

sioner Scott Weddle, who recently replaced Daren Moore 
following Moore’s resignation, said because he had not been 
involved in the process previously and had limited informa-
tion, abstained “because of a lack of knowledge and not a 
lack of caring,” he said.

Architect Jeff Heffelfinger, who has worked with county 
leaders on previous plans, along with multiple members of 
the county’s facilities committee which studied county needs 
in depth, were among those who attended the July 8 commis-

sioners court meeting to present information and express 
their views.

The process to approve a building design had bogged 
down, and Commissioners Kyle Matthews and Ryan Basham 
met with Heffelfinger “and came up with an idea that fulfills 
the (facilities) committee’s needs and modifies it somewhat,” 
Matthews said.
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classifieds and display advertising 
by 10am Friday for the Wednesday 
issue and 10am Wednesday for the 
Saturday issue. 

Articles about events that have 
occurred 30 days prior to submission 
will not be accepted. However, they 
will be accepted as paid advertise-
ments. 

All articles and advertisments 
must meet our standards and 

newspaper format as determined by 
management.

The Gatesville Messenger  
is not responsible for copy  
omission, typographical error or any 
unintentional error other than to 
publish a correction.

Facilities committee members Matt Dos-
sey, who serves as the superintendent of the 
Jonesboro school district, and Fred Chavez, a 
Copperas Cove city councilman, both voiced 
their support and appreciation for the coun-
ty moving forward to address these facilities’ 
needs.

“I can get on board with this,” Dossey said. 
“It’s doing something. We’re taking a step. 
“I think this potential plan is a great plan to 
meet some important needs and priorities.”

Miller’s concern was the lack of an addi-
tional courtroom in the plan as originally 
presented.

“The fundamental problem is we don’t gain 
a courtroom,” he said.

“I agree,” Dossey said. “I understand that, 
but it does take a step in the right direction 
and it’s much better than doing nothing.”

Heffelfinger said as part of the plan, the JP 
courtroom “doubled in size so it can handle 
small county court at law (proceedings).

“I’m not sure it’s the panacea, but it can 
handle 30 or 40 (people),” Heffelfinger said. 
“JPs don’t use the courtroom all the time and 
we are allotting square footage in excess of 
60% of what they currently have.”

While an older plan called for building a 
new facility to house the DPS and some other 
state offices, Heffelfinger noted the new pro-
posal “allows the county to invest in county 
needs and not state agencies.”

Basham suggested that county can do its 
own dirt work for additional savings, but 
Miller said that would keep county workers 
from working on roads.

“You could bid to see the cost versus time 
for employees doing the work or (contracting 
it),” Heffelfinger said. “I think it will benefit 
the county to see those numbers.”

He added that the plan is preliminary and 
is based on spending $300 per square foot 
for construction.

“That’s probably still high but we’ve been 
working on this for two and a half years and 
I would rather tell you the cost will be $7 mil-
lion today and bring it in for $6 million as op-
posed to the opposite.

“I would suggest you meet with JPs, judges 
and the (district attorney’s) office to deter-
mine security and space needs and then you 
can work on reducing costs.”

Dossey said taking action to address the 
needs, which has been delayed for an extend-
ed period of time, is crucial.

“The most important thing is a commit-
ment for the commissioners court to move 
forward,” he said.

“I agree with you – we need to move for-
ward,” Basham said.

Judge Miller said a focus on technology 
needs is also vital.

“Any building we build has to have a cen-
tralized server so we can run an intranet in 
the downtown area,” he said. “No matter 
what building you need (information tech-
nology) capability with it or we can’t capital-
ize on the improvements we’ve made.”

Heffelfinger said the proposed design 
features space for a generator “to facilitate 
housing IT there.”

Miller said plans for the new facility “are 
a good starting point although it’s signifi-
cantly different from what the county previ-

ously discussed. I think the tradeoff of losing 
a courtroom is not in our best interest. We 
don’t ever have enough courtrooms for all 
the functions we address.

“I agree we absolutely need to do some-
thing – there’s no argument about that at all.”

Dossey said just getting started is impor-
tant.

“If we’re not going to take steps then we’ll 
probably never get this resolved,” he said.

Matthews voiced his agreement.
“Getting the process going is the key to it 

all,” he said. “Not doing anything is our big-
gest issue.”

After commissioners approved moving 
forward toward working on a plan to address 
facilities’ needs, Chavez thanked the com-
missioners court for the decision.

“It’s not only important from a standpoint 
of facilities, it’s important politically to re-
store public trust,” he said. “People rely on 
officials to get things done and to make deci-
sions. This vote reaffirms you’re willing to 
invest in our county.”

FACILITIES
FROM PAGE A1

firefighting equipment serving 
the area.

“It seems like this year we have so 
many more aerial assets than we’ve 
had in the past,” he said.

Moran said there were more aer-
ial units in state, and said lessons 
learned from fire tragedies in the 
past have led to this increase.

“I’m sure everybody remem-
bers the fires of 2011 and all the 
damage they did,” he said. “Ever 
since then, our fire resources have 
jumped exponentially. This allows 
us to get more air assets, dozers 
and personnel to areas of concern 
more quickly.”

During the heatwave, in which no 
relief appears for at least several 
weeks, the National Weather Ser-

vice is routinely issuing heat advi-
sories and warning of hazardous 
weather.

“Heat is one of the leading weath-
er-related killers in the United 
States, resulting in hundreds of 
fatalities each year,” according to 
the NWS.

“In addition to being harmful to 
people, animals and plants, heat 
takes a heavy toll in other ways, as 
well.

“Extreme heat impacts our in-
frastructure – from transporta-
tion to utilities to clean water and 
agriculture,” the NWS states. “High 
heat can deteriorate and buckle 
pavement, warp or buckle railway 
tracks, and exceed certain types of 
aircraft operational limits.

“Electricity usage increase as 
air conditioning and refrigeration 
units in homes and offices work 
harder to keep indoors cooler. 

Transmission capacity across elec-
tric lines is reduced during high 
temperatures, further straining the 
electrical grid. Water resources are 
also strained as conventional pow-
er plants require large quantities 
of water for cooling and crops may 
need increased water consump-
tion, and people increase water 
consumption to stay hydrated and 
cool. Heat can have lasting impacts 
as crops may be damaged, reduc-
ing production which leads to short 
supply or increased cost to the 
farmers and consumers.”

NWS advises people to limit or 
eliminate outdoor activities during 
heatwaves, to drink plenty of water, 
to use air conditioners and fans to 
cool rooms, to take a cool bath or 
shower, and to check on the elderly, 
sick and children to make sure they 
are not getting overheated.

DANGER
FROM PAGE A1

decrease, McFarlin said, but con-
tinued negotiations resulted in in-
creased savings.

“That benefit goes to the taxpay-
ers,” Miller said. “Randi and Kristin 
worked hard to get the best deal for 
the county.”

Another option that was explored 
is an insurance plan offered by 
the Texas Association of Counties. 
While that might be a plan to con-
sider in the future, county leaders 
agreed that the savings presented 
by Scott & White is the best option 
for the upcoming fiscal year.

“I believe at some point in the fu-
ture it may be best to move to (the 
TAC plan) because of what it offers, 

but for now this is the best option,” 
Miller said.

“I agree - we can’t beat these 
rates,” McFarlin said. “For us to 
have a seven and a half percent 
decrease - I’m just a little excited 
about that.”

Miller noted that there had been 
some customer service concerns 
with the Scott & White plan earlier 
this year.

“We had a change in account 
managers and have met with the 
new liaison,” McFarlin said. “They 
realized how upset we were with 
the problems and lack of commu-
nication. It’s improving. They have 
been very receptive to us.”

County employees will have the 
same benefits for the 2022-23 fis-
cal year, including the same co-pay, 
McFarlin said.

SAVINGS
FROM PAGE A1

BIG CITY MEDICINE

Small Town Care

Gatesville • Moody 

Temple • Waco 

 CoryellHealth.org
For more info. call Mike Beasley at 254-865-7575  |  300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX

 FULL-TIME AND PRN NIGHT SHIFT, 6PM-6AM

LVN STARTING AT $32/HR
RN STARTING AT $37/HR

HILLSIDE OFFERS A SUPPORTIVE WORK ENVIRONMENT, GENEROUS BENEFITS 
AND RESOURCES TO SAFEGUARD EMPLOYEE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

M E D I C A L   L O D G E

www.hillsideml.com/careers

LOOKING FORLOOKING FOR

NIGHT NURSESNIGHT NURSES
If you are looking for a rewarding 

career in a loving, caring atmosphere, 

come join us! We are Central Texas’ 

premier destination for post-hospital 

rehabilitation and long-term care.

Come be a star at Hillside!



block of Waco Street.
10:30 a.m., criminal mis-

chief was reported in the 400 
block of N. 16th Street.

9:35 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 block 
of FM 183.

10:02 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2300 block of 
Bridge Street.

10:50 p.m., a prowler was 
reported in the 1900 block of 
St. Louis Street.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
July 9

6:42 a.m., a civil matter was 
reported in the 11000 block 
of N. FM 116.

3:20 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
13000 block of FM 107.

3:24 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 2000 block of 
CR 2034.

3:44 p.m., an accidental 

SATURDAY, July 16, 2022   The Gatesville Messenger    A3
www.gatesvillemessenger.com

The DISPATCH

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

Gospel Singing
Saturday, July 16

5:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.

Coryell Valley Church
4995 FM 929 (3 miles from Hwy. 36)

Let’s praise God together. Y’all are all welcome!

The Family of
Jack Elam

would like to thank our family 
and friends for all the many acts of

kindness during our time of loss.

Thank YouThank You

COURTESY PHOTO

The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce recently held a ribbon cutting ceremony at Pennoli Bed & 
Breakfast located at 1009 E. Main St. in Gatesville. The grand opening celebration was held on Sun-
day, July 10. The owners, Danny and Debra Kilgore, report that the colonial-style inn has five bed-
rooms and 4.5 baths. The story behind the name comes from their beloved fur babies Penny (means 
a new beginning) and Olive (means peace), the two names combined become “Pennoli.”  Pennoli 
means a place to come, for a new beginning, refreshing the spirit, mind, and soul in the midst of it all 
peace. They can be reached by calling 360-560-5615.

Centex Crime Stoppers 
can use your help in solv-
ing a case of duty on striking 
an unattended vehicle (Hit 
and Run) which occurred in 
the 1500 block of Saunders 
Street sometime between 
July 5 at 6 p.m. and July 6 at 
7:30 a.m. Unknown person(s) 
struck a vehicle that was 
parked legally on the road-
way. The vehicle struck was 
a gold 4-door sedan. The hit 

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
July 9

12:29 a.m., a prowler was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Elm Street.

2:09 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 7000 
block of FM 215.

3:17 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1200 block of N. 
State Highway 36 Bypass.

3:27 p.m., a missing person 
was reported in the 200 block 
of N. 8th Street.

10:53 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 100 
block of Chicktown Road.
July 10

1:52 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1700 block of 
FM 215.

10:00 a.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 2000 
block of N. State Highway 36 
Bypass.

1:20 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 1400 
block of Pleasant Street.

3:50 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 
10000 block of FM 107.

10:01 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 400 block of 
Bridge Street.

11:18 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Elm Street.
July 11

9:52 a.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 1600 

The descendants of Ste-
phen and Sarah Williamson 
will hold their Williamson 
family reunion in Gatesville 
on Aug. 6. 

The family will gather at 
9:30 am in the right-side pri-
vate dining room of Ranch-

RIBBON CUTTING HELD AT NEW B&B

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of July 
9-11. While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant ac-
tivity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other 
calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

shooting was reported in the 
200 block of Dusty Lane.

9:51 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
2700 block of CR 342.
July 10

2:05 a.m., a minor accident 
was reported in the 1700 
block of FM 217.

1:49 p.m., credit card abuse 
was reported in the 600 block 
of Thomas Street.

2:42 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 3200 
block of FM 1113.

7:29 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
1800 block of Bridge Street.

10:08 p.m., trespassing was 
reported in the 500 block of 
Old Fort Gates Road.

10:11 p.m., shots being 
fired was reported on CR 102.
July 11

12:58 p.m., theft by check 
was reported in the 4200 
block of FM 1783.

4:07 p.m., a major accident 
was reported in the 5900 
block of FM 116.

4:27 p.m., the burglary of 
a habitation was reported in 
the 300 block of Mountain 
Dew.

8:36 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1600 block of 
CR 341.

11:49 p.m., a domestic 
disturbance was reported in 
the 1400 block of Old Osage 
Road.

Hit and run on Saunders Street
and run caused significant 
damage to the passenger’s 
side rear door and rear bum-
per. Estimated repairs range 
from $750 to $2,500.

If you have any informa-
tion about any case or any 
local crime, call Centex Crime 
Stoppers 24 hours a day at 
1-254-865-8477 (TIPS) or visit 
our website at www.Cent-
excrimestoppers.org or by 
downloading the “P3” mobile 

app available on both the 
Apple app store and Google 
Play Store. You never have to 
give your name, and if your 
information leads to an ar-
rest, you may be eligible for a 
cash reward.

Crime Stoppers, citizens, 
police, and the media work-
ing together can make our 
community a safer place to 
live. Together we can make a 
difference.

Williamson descendants to gather
ers Steakhouse in Gates-
ville for visiting, a program, 
lunch, and a brief business 
meeting. 

Paula Melbern Weeks of 
Hewitt is the chairperson 
of the Williamson Reunion. 
Mailings about the reunion 

activities have been sent to 
all known family members. 
If you are a descendant and 
haven’t received a mailing, 
contact Paula Weeks at 254-
855-6123 or Marsha Rich-
ards at 832-233-2725 for 
more information.

Friends of Don Chandler 
Memorial Cruise-In will take 
place on Saturday, July 30, 
at 10 a.m. The event will be 
in the parking lot of the First 

Memorial Cruise-In set July 30
United Methodist Church in 
Gatesville.

Those interested in at-
tending are asked to bring 
their “cool ride” (vehicle), 

photos, lawn chairs and sto-
ries. The public is encour-
aged to join in on the fun 
and see some interesting 
vehicles.

Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion will be hosting a Pinter-
est one-day mini camp to 
area youth. Those attending 
will see new things, learn new 
skills and have loads of fun. 
Cost of the camp will be $25 
per person and will cover the 

Pinterest camps to be hosted by 
Texas A&M AgriLife office 

cost of supplies.
Youth will have two differ-

ent camp locations to choose 
from. In Gatesville, the camp 
will take place on Thursday, 
Aug. 4 at the Gatesville Civic 
Center from 1 to 4 p.m. In 
Copperas Cove, the camp will 

take place on Friday, Aug. 5 
at the Copperas Cove Library 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Both camps 
will be limited to 25 youth 
per day. 

Call 254-865-2414 to reg-
ister.

First Baptist Church of 
Gatesville recently an-
nounced their plans for Va-
cation Bible School. It will be 
held from July 17-20, from 
5:30 to 7:50 p.m. Meals will 
be included. Those wishing to 

First Baptist Church to hold VBS
participate must fall between 
the grades of pre-K and fifth. 

The theme this year will be 
“The Castle of Courage, Be 
Strong and Courageous.” To 
register your child, please 
visit tinyurl.com/fbcg-vbs. 

For more information, email 
youth@fbcgatesville.org.

First Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 912 E. Main St. 

The church can be reached 
by calling 254-865-2014.

The 85th annual Gates-
ville Riding Club Rodeo will 
be held Thursday, July 28, 
through Saturday, July 30th 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Every night events will in-
clude Mutton Bustin’, which 
will start at 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day and Friday and at 6:30 
p.m. on Saturday. It will be 
limited to 15 riders per night 
and there will be a $30 entry 
fee. There will also be a Calf 

Gatesville Riding Club to host 
their annual rodeo July 28-30

Scramble, which does not re-
quire pre-registration. 

To register for Junior Bar-
rels, call 254-493-8954 on 
Monday, July 25th from 7-9 
p.m. 

Once again, the rodeo will 
have its “Bubble Balls and 
Bulls” event for the specta-
tors to enjoy. 

Thursday will be “Military 
Appreciation Night” with 
admission fees of $10 per 

adults and $5 for kids age 
6-12. Military ID is required 
for discount admission.

Friday will have a “Back 
the Blue” theme, and those 
attending are encouraged to 
wear blue to support law en-
forcement officers. On Satur-
day, the rodeo will feature an 
appearance by the Fort Hood 
1st Cavalry Horse Platoon. 

Gates to the rodeo will 
open at 6 p.m. The arena is lo-
cated on Veteran’s Memorial 
Drive in Gatesville.

Admission is $12 for adults 
and $7 for kids ages 6-12. 
Kids ages 5 and under get in 
free.

SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is a syndicat-

ed columnist and newspaper 
executive. He is also an au-
thor, actor, playwright and 
entertainment producer and 
promoter 

Dogs are clearly man’s 
best friend. They are loyal, 
devoted, caring and loving. 
Nothing like walking in the 
door at the end of a long day 
to have your loyal and noble 
beast come running towards 
you, wagging their tail and 
seeking to express their 
adoration and affection to 
their loving owner. For many 
of us, our dogs become 
true members of the fam-
ily; often having a special 
place where they park on the 
living room furniture and 
snooze while the rest of the 
family watches television. 
They stand guard for us at 
night, alert us when there is 
a noise outside or a strange 
animal and curl up next to 
us when we sleep.  Dogs 
have a great many attributes 
which make them desired 
pets and companions. But 
answer me this: why do dogs 
hate when you blow in their 
face, but when you take 
them for a ride in the car, 
the first thing they want to 
do is to hang their head out 
the window? 

I only thought things were 
bad

No matter how bad my 
life may get on a given day, 

I have found a place where 
I can find emotional bal-
ance and put things in the 
proper perspective. No, it 
is not some scenic snow-
covered mountaintop, nor 
a beach in a faraway land, 
or even the banks of a quiet 
stream in the woods. When 
I feel overwhelmed and in 
need of getting my head on 
straight, I go and sing in the 
shower. Once I hit the warm 
water and steam of a good 
shower and cut loose sing-
ing one of my favorite songs, 
I immediately know and 
truly understand my voice is 
much worse than any prob-
lem I am currently experi-
encing. Everyone can sing, 
but to quote my entertain-
ment friend Dave Alexander, 
“few should be recorded”. I 
should not only, “not be re-
corded”, but I am also pretty 
sure my singing should not 
be heard by the human ear. I 
may have had a bad day and 
perceived life to be confront-
ing me with overwhelming 
problems, but once I hit the 
shower and my voice cuts 
loose, I know things could be 
much worse; suppose I had 
to make a living with that 
voice? 

Quite a coincidence
Just this past week I was 

in Gatesville and stopped 
into the Ranchers restau-
rant. The Messenger is work-
ing on a new Visitors Guide 
for the Gatesville Visitors 
Bureau, and I needed to get 
a few photos of people to 
place in the magazine. When 
I walked in the door I ap-
proached an attractive lady 
who was standing there, to 

ask if I could have permis-
sion to take some photos. I 
started to introduce myself 
but she interrupted. 

“I know who you are” 
and she pointed down at 
the countertop. At the ex-
act moment I walked up 
to speak with her, she had 
been cutting out my column 
from last week to send to a 
friend! What are the odds of 
that? She told me she loved 
my stories and this col-
umn she was sharing with 
family members because it 
rekindled a wonderful fam-
ily memory. She got a little 
teary eyed and thanked me 
for the story.

I was so pleased to make a 
new friend, and very happy 
one of my columns touched 
her in a positive way. I hope 
when she reads this column, 
she clips it out, too!

Thought for the day: If 
someone is clothed in a 
western outfit trying to 
look like a cowboy, are they 
“ranch dressing”?

Until next time..
sam@hcnews.com

MY FRONT PORCH

Random thoughts on life

Houston
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Come meet your new 

best friend!

FOR INFO: 254-865-2226

We have many loving dogs who 

need a family to love them back.

Jed Gribble
Owner

Jed Gribble Sand & Gravel

Jednheather@aol.com  P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528

RUBY LAVERNE 
NECESSARY
March 6, 1934 – July 9, 2022

Ruby LaVerne Necessary, 
age 88, of Gatesville passed 
away peacefully at her home 
on Saturday, July 9, 2022, 

DR. DAVID 
YEILDING
Nov. 22, 1941 – July 9, 2022

Thomas David Yeilding 
died July 9, 2022, in Temple. 
David was born on Novem-
ber 22, 1941, to Hollis Clin-
ton Yeilding and Margaret 
Evelyn Boyd Yeilding in 
Brownwood while his father 
was a student at Howard 
Payne College (now Univer-
sity). After Brownwood, the 
family lived in Grandfalls, 
TX; Kingman, AZ; Monahans, 
TX; and Rocksprings, TX, 
where Rev. Hollis Yeilding 
pastored churches, before 
moving to Abilene in 1951 
when David was in the third 
grade and his father became 
pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church. The family re-
mained in Abilene almost 17 
years during which time Da-
vid graduated from Abilene 
High School and earned 
his Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Hardin Simmons Uni-
versity. He subsequently 

Throughout history, water 
has played a central part of 
any community, providing 
a stopping place for friend-
ships to be made and fami-
lies to be grown.

It is with our deepest re-
gret to announce that one of 
our beloved family mem-
bers, Joe B. Cooper III, has 
passed on to be with his 
Lord and Savior. Cooper was 
a passionate groundwater 
leader. He was a mentor, a 
friend, and as articulate as 
they come. Joe B. was kind to 
all he met and never missed 
an opportunity to share his 
passion for groundwater. 
That passion led him to an 
18-year career with Middle 
Trinity Groundwater Con-
servation District as the first 
general manager beginning 
in 2003. During this time, he 
served as president for the 

The USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) encourages all 
farmers, ranchers, and FSA 
program participants to take 
part in the Coryell County 
Committee election nomina-
tion process.

FSA’s county committees 
are a critical component of 
day-to-day operations and al-
low grassroots input and lo-
cal administration of federal 
farm programs.

Committees are comprised 
of locally elected agricul-
tural producers responsible 
for the fair and equitable 
administration of FSA farm 
programs in their counties. 
Committee members are ac-
countable to the Secretary of 
Agriculture. If elected, mem-
bers become part of a local 
decision making and farm 
program delivery process.

A county committee is 
composed of three to 11 
elected members from local 
administrative areas (LAA). 
Each member serves a three-
year term. One-third of the 
seats on these committees 
are open for election each 
year.

County committees may 
have an appointed advisor 
to further represent the lo-
cal interests of underserved 
farmers and ranchers. Un-
derserved producers are 
beginning, women and other 
minority farmers and ranch-
ers and landowners and/or 
operators who have limited 
resources.

All nomination forms for 
the 2022 election must be 
postmarked or received in 
the local USDA Service Cen-

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville Masonic Lodge No. 197 recently installed officers for the 2022-2023 year. Pictured, back row, from left, are Jim Woodul, District 
Instructor for Masonic Lodge District 69; Barry Kellerman, Install Marshall; Larry McDonald, Installing Officer; Samuel Shurtleff, Marshal; 
Robert Allen Shurtleff, Tiler. Pictured, front row, from left, are Jerry Casey, Senior Steward; Dale Garrett, Secretary; Larry Crouch, Senior 
Warden; James Kleshick, Worshipful Master; Raymond Young, Junior Warden; John Cummings, Senior Deacon; James Athearn, Junior 
Deacon.  Not pictured are Greg Casey, Treasurer; Julius Rodriguez, Junior Steward; and Ronald Patterson, Master of Ceremonies.

earned his Master of Arts 
from Hardin Simmons and 
his Doctor of Philosophy 
from the University of North 
Texas. He majored in history 
in all three degrees.

His first teaching job 
was in Dumas High School; 
next was Sweetwater High 
School. The Sweetwater 
class of 1968 students have 
always held a special place 
in his heart. He taught next 
at Odessa College, before 
beginning work at Central 
Texas College in July 1976 
as an administrator. His du-
ties took him to work in the 
college’s European division 
from 1978 to 1980. While 
there, he married Don-
nie Cook in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. After returning 
to Texas, David was able 
to secure his desired posi-
tion of teaching American 
history at the college. His 
love of history and of teach-
ing impacted his students. 
Even students who didn’t 
do well in his classes re-
ported to counselors that 
he was a great teacher. He 
later served as chairman of 
the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences department. After 
retiring in August 2003, he 
continued to teach online 
history classes for three 
more years.

David had a zest for life 
and a strong desire to serve 
others, whether helping in-
dividuals or volunteering 
in organizations to which 
he belonged. He enmeshed 
himself in local history. He 
was an Emeritus member 

of the Bell County Histori-
cal Commission, in which 
he served as chairman from 
1987-1991, and an Emeritus 
member of the Bell County 
Museum Board, on which 
he served multiple times as 
chairman. He chaired Bell 
County’s Sesquicentennial 
Committee in 1999-2000. 
David served for a number 
of years on the board of the 
Salado Historical Society. 
He was a member and past 
president of Bell County 
Retired School Employees 
Association. David was an 
active member and former 
president of the Temple Ro-
tary Club.

 David loved family, from 
his wife Donnie to his birth 
family to Donnie’s fam-
ily after their marriage. He 
researched his family his-
tory and became active in 
genealogical organizations, 
serving in many capacities 
in the Heart of Texas Chap-
ter Sons of the American 
Revolution and the George 
W. Tyler Chapter Sons of the 
Republic of Texas. He was a 
past State President of both 
the Sons of the American 
Revolution and the General 
Society War of 1812.

David’s greatest love was 
for God. He served as a dea-
con previously in First Bap-
tist Church of Killeen and 
most recently in First Baptist 
Church of Temple where 
he and Donnie have been 
members for more than 25 
years. He taught Bible study 
classes, chaired commit-
tees, and served as a church 

MASONIC LODGE INSTALLS OFFICERS

trustee. In about 2008, the 
pastor’s secretary asked him 
to assist in organizing the 
church’s historical docu-
ments. After working with 
these items, he developed an 
interest in writing a history 
of First Baptist Church. He 
began researching in 2010 
and published the book, 
“Through Wind and Fire: 
A History of First Baptist 
Church, Temple, Texas” in 
2019. 

A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. Monday, July 
18, at First Baptist Church 
of Temple. The family will 
receive visitors from 10-11 
a.m. Monday prior to the fu-
neral service. Burial will fol-
low at Restland Cemetery in 
Gatesville.

David was preceded in 
death by both his parents 
and his brother Kenneth. 
He is survived by his wife 
Donnie, his sister LaNell and 
husband Norman Spears of 
Lubbock, his brother Hollis 
Yeilding Jr. and wife Elaine 
of Abilene, his brother Ken-
neth’s wife, Patsy Yeilding 
of Odessa, as well as several 
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.

Memorials may be made 
to First Baptist Church, 8015 
W. Adams Ave., Temple, TX 
76502, or Bell County Mu-
seum, P.O. Box 1381, Belton, 
TX 76513, or to a charity of 
one’s choice.

Scanio-Harper Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements.

surrounded by her loving 
family.

Funeral services were 
held on Tuesday, July 12, 
at 10 a.m. at the Gates-
ville Church of Christ with 
Minister Lloyd Hall officiat-
ing. Burial followed at Pearl 
Cemetery. 

LaVerne was born March 
6, 1934, in Pearl to William 
Alvis Davis and Hattie Ruth 
(DeLoach) Davis. She gradu-
ated from Pearl High School 
in 1951. In August 1976, she 
married Dwaine Necessary, 
joining their families for a 
total of nine children.

LaVerne enjoyed garden-
ing, quilting and attending 
her grandchildren’s school 
and sporting events. She 
was famous for her cook-
ing, often hosting big family 

dinners. She especially loved 
having her family together 
for Christmas Eve. She loved 
her family; she loved the 
Lord, and she had a ser-
vant’s heart. LaVerne could 
light up the room with her 
smile.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; siblings, 
Wayman, Joe Wilburn, Er-
vin, Erwin, LaVetta Davis, 
and Irene Schroeder; and a 
grandson, Kane Necessary.

LaVerne is survived by her 
husband, Dwaine Necessary; 
children, Sharon Pancake 
and husband, Albert, Karen 
Massingill and husband, 
Gary, Pauline Johnston and 
husband, Tom, Jimmy Wil-
liamson and wife, Paula, 
Clifton Smith and wife, Whit-
ney, Terry Necessary and 

wife, Donna, Keith Neces-
sary and wife, Tommie, Cris 
Necessary and wife, Debbie, 
and Heather Barnett and 
husband, Kevin; 26 grand-
children; 34 great-grandchil-
dren; and numerous nieces, 
nephews, and friends.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be sent to the Gates-
ville Church of Christ, 2417 
E. Main Street, Gatesville.

For the Lord himself will 
come down from heaven, 
with a loud command, with 
the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of 
God, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. - 1 Thessalo-
nians 4:16

ter by Aug. 1, 2022 (or next 
business day). For more 
information on FSA county 
committee elections and ap-
pointments, refer to the FSA 
fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote 
and Hold Office as a COC 
Member, available online at: 
fsa.usda.gov/elections.

DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR 
2022 LIVESTOCK FORAGE 
LOSSES

Producers in Coryell 
County are eligible to apply 
for 2022 Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program benefits on 
short and long season small 
grains, native pasture, im-
proved pasture and annual 
ryegrass.

LFP provides compensa-
tion if you suffer grazing 
losses for covered livestock 
due to drought on privately 
owned or cash leased land 
or fire on federally managed 
land.

County committees can 
only accept LFP applica-
tions after notification is 
received by the national of-
fice of qualifying drought or 
if a federal agency prohibits 
producers from grazing nor-
mal permitted livestock on 
federally managed lands due 
to qualifying fire. You must 
complete a CCC-853 and the 
required supporting docu-
mentation no later than Jan. 
31, 2023, for 2022 losses.

For additional Information 
about LFP, including eligible 
livestock and fire criteria, 
contact the Coryell County 
USDA Service Center at 254-
865-7012 option 2 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov.

Coryell County 
USDA Service Center 
nominations open 
for the 2022 county 
committee elections

Texas Alliance of Groundwa-
ter Districts (TAGD) and con-
tinued to serve on numerous 
boards including the Texas 
Water Conservation Associa-
tion (TWCA), until his retire-
ment in October 2021. 

As an acknowledgement of 
Joe’s outstanding commit-
ment to the TAGD organi-
zation and achievement in 
groundwater management, 
he received an honorary 
TAGD membership in 2022. 
Cooper left a lasting imprint 
on our groundwater family 
and will be forever cherished 
in our hearts as we take 
up the torch and continue 
sharing our passion for the 
protection of groundwater 
resources. 

In the days to come we ask 
that you keep the family and 
friends in your thoughts as 
we cope with the loss of our 
beloved Joe.

OUR WATER

Groundwater and 
Family

STEPHANIE KEITH
Middle Trinity Groundwater 
Conservation District

COURTESY PHOTO

Cooper
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GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Haynes Jewelry
             Serving Gatesville Since 1971

            Watch & Jewelry Repair
            Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North  •  865-6131

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926
TPCL 13187

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

Sales & Service
Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main 865-8491

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

BAPTIST

 BETHEL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH: Hemmeline 
Cemetery Rd.; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH: 
Elder, Hugh Montgomery, pastor; Peabody community 
5 miles south of Pearl on FM 1690; Sunday services - 
Morning worship 4th Sunday each month at 10:30 a.m. 
and 1:30 p.m.
 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Steven L. Bogan, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 and FM 116; Sunday services - Bible 
study 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
6:30 p.m.
 CANAAN BAPTIST CHURCH: Jim Keever, senior 
pastor; 177 Coryell City Road, Crawford; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
 COLD SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH: Bob Phillips, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 5:30 p.m.
 EASTWOOD BAPTIST CHU RCH: Lynn Parks, 
pastor; 2518 East Main; Sunday services - Sunday 
School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m.; 
Wednesday evening services, 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF EVANT: Dane 
Barron, pastor; Live Oak Street and Memory Lane; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., adult Bible study 6 p.m.; Wednesday 
services - kids’ and youth Bible study 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FLAT: Sunday 
School 9 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study 7 p.m.; Wednesday Youth Group & 
Kid Knights 7 p.m.; Wednesday Supper first Wednesday 
of each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast second 
Saturday of each month at 7:30 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GATES VILLE: 912 
E. Main Street; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:30 
a.m., morning worship 10:45 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OGLESBY: 120 
College Ave., Oglesby, Tx 76561; Sunday morning 
services – Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 
am; Wednesday evenings – supper at 5:40 pm, Kids & 
Youth Group 6:00 pm, Prayer meeting 6:00 pm; Jeremy 
Sanders, Pastor.
 GATEWAY BAPTIST CHUR CH: Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; Hwy. 36 East; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 1:30 
p.m.; Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.
  HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH:  A.C. Painter, 
pastor; 1750 FM 215; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening worship 6:30 p.m.
 HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH:  3110 Hay Valley 
Road, off Hwy 36 North.  Sunday morning services – 
Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 am.  AWANA 
children’s ministry Sunday evening 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  
Bible Study for men and women on Wednesday at 6:30 
pm.
 JONESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH: Matt Dossey, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 10:50 a.m.
 KING BAPTIST CHURCH: Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
 LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH: Royse T. Cockrell, 
DMin., Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & HWY 36 in Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Morning Service 11:00 a.m., 
Second Service 1:00 p.m., Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
 LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Ken Laney, 
pastor; FM 107; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:15 
a.m., morning worship 10:30 a.m., Wed. evening Adult, 
Youth and Children’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
 MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHUR CH: Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  
pastor; Hwy. 84 East in South Mountain community; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday.
 OSAGE BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Thomas, pastor; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m.
 PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH: Sunday morning 

worship 10 a.m.
 PECAN GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 P I D C O K E  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H :  D o n a l d 
McConnaughhay, pastor; 11125 FM 116, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., worship 
service 11 a.m. www.pidcokebaptist.com
 PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris 
Post, Pastor; CR 301, Jonesboro, TX; Sunday school 
at 10 a.m. and Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
 PRIMERO IGLESIA EMANUEL: One mile north of 
Evant on Hwy. 281; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PURMELA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 SWEET HOME BAPTIST CHURCH: 511 North 
14th; Sunday services - Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday morning worship 11 a.m.; Wednesday services 
- Wednesday evening worship 7 p.m.
      SPANISH BAPTIST  CHURCH:  Ezequiel Casas, 
pastor; 113  Veazy Dr.; Sunday Services; Sunday School 
10:00 a.m., worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6:00 p.m.
 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH: 1506 West Main; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning 
worship 10:50 a.m. Wednesday night services - 
activities for adults, youth, and children 6:30 p.m. Email: 
trinitybctx2@centurylink.net. Church: 254-865-8495 or 
Pre-school: 254-248-0041.
 TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH: Jon Crosby, 
Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m., Wednesday night Bible study, 
6 p.m.    
 WESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH: Interim Pastor: 
Eddie Taylor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday School  10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m.
  WHITE HALL BAPTIST CHURCH: Mike Barron, 
pastor; 2040 CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday school at 10 
a.m.; Sunday morning worship services 11 a.m.; 254-
679-3200. 
  WHITE MOUND BAPTIST CHURCH: Bruce Cox, 
pastor; Sun. services - Sun. School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m. MOUND COWBOY CHURCH Bruce 
Cox, pastor; Sunday services - morning worship 9 a.m., 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m. Men’s breakfast every third 
Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. For more info. and 
location, call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC

 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 1108 W. Main; Sunday Mass 
9:30 a.m. (English) & 12:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass), 
Weekday Mass Tuesday through Friday at 12:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

 CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Deral 
McWhorter, minister; Osage Road and Cedar Ridge 
Drive; Sunday services - Morning worship 10 a.m., 
evening worship 6 p.m.
 EVANT CHURCH OF CHRIST: Will Vann, Preacher; 
Sunday services-Bible Study 9:30 a.m., morning worship 
10:20 a.m., evening worship 12:30 p.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
 FORT GATES CHURCH OF CHRIST: Hwy. 36 S.; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10:30 a.m. 
 GATESVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Justin Hall, 

minister; 2417 E Main; Sunday Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
morning service 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Bible classes 
6:30 p.m.
 LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO: 2413 East Main; clases y 
servicios en Español, 10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m., Solamente 
en domingos.
 MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 1955 CR 3640, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522; Sunday 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study, 10:30 a.m. Worship; Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. Bible 
Study; Royce 512-734-5390 or Steve 254-865-3559.
 PEARL CHURCH OF CHRIST: Sunday services - 
morning worship 10:30 a.m.
 CHURCH OF GOD

 CORNERSTONE,  Greg Demmitt, pastor; 338 State 
School Road; Sunday services - morning worship 11 a.m. 
www.facebook.com/pages/cornerstone/140632994733

EVANGELICAL METHODIST

 REFUGE-MINISTRIES PURMELA CHURCH 
CAMPUS: Josh Morrison, Campus Pastor; 115 FM 183, 
Purmela, Texas, 10:45 a.m. Sunday worship, 512-425-
2828. 

LUTHERAN

 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH: David Reedy, 
International Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran Church Rd. 
in Copperas Cove; Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 
a.m.; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. Christopher 
Richman, PhD; FM 929 in Coryell City; Sunday services 
- Morning worship 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. John 
Heckmann, pastor; Hwy. 36 and FM 1114 in The Grove; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., worship 10:15 
a.m.

METHODIST

 BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - 11 am. 2nd & 4th Sundays. 2 miles north of 
Ireland on FM 932
 EVANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., 
morning worship 10 a.m.
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
GATESVILLE: 2600 E. Main St.; Stephen Schmidt, 
pastor; Sunday worship - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY WORD: Meal at 5:30 
p.m. $3; youth, Children and Adult Bible Studies at 6:00 
p.m. AA meets Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. Visit us at fumcgatesville.org for more information.
 JONESBORO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 101 
CR 193; Rita Hotz, Pastor; Sunday services - 11 a.m.,  
each 1st and 3rd Sunday.
 OGLESBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - morning worship 9:45 a.m., Sunday School 
10:45 a.m.
 PIDCOKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Bill 
Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 116; Worship service Sundays at 
10 a.m. 254-677-6242.

MORMON

 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS: 206 South 26th; Sunday services -Sacrament 
services 10  a.m., Sun. School 10 a.m

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

 CHRISTIAN LIFE CHURCH: Frank Rosenstern, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday services, 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7:00 p.m. 
 CORYELL COMMUNITY CHURCH: Daniel 
Crowther, Pastor; 115 N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 248-
0849. Sunday Worship services  9am & 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday services 6pm; Adult Bible Study, Children’s 
Ministry and C3 Student Ministry.
 CORYELL FELLOWSHIP CHURCH: Doran Belknap 
III, Pastor; Sunday service 11:00 a.m., 8205 FM 182 in 
Turnersville; (254) 218-5901.
 COVER2COVER MINISTRIES: Pastor: Rev. Brandy 
Spiker, Sunday morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
1409 West Main.
 GATESVILLE REVIVAL CENTER: Wes Covey, 
Pastor; Sunday school 10:00 a.m., Sunday morning 
11:00 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday evening 
7 p.m. 2518 Bridge St., Gatesville.
 GRACE ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH: Wray 
Nunn, pastor; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m. & 
Wednesday evening worship at 6:30 p.m. at Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 Osage Road.
 GRACE BIBLE CHURCH: Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m. and Sunday Services at 10:45 a.m. 4012 US Hwy. 
84, Gatesville.
 HARVESTING SOULS INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH: Mike & Martha Johnson pastors, 503 N. 
11th Street, Gatesville, 865-6222. Sunday morning 
worship 11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study Ministries 
(Men, Women, children) 6:00 p.m. “Overcomers” a TDC 
and state approved 12-step recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
 JOHNNY WATKIN’S MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. aqui se reune La 
Iglesia de Cristo, in the 2400 block of East Main Street.
 LEVITA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: Peter M. Mafwal, 
Pastor; 4460 FM 930, Levita; Sunday Bible Study at 
9:45 a.m.; morning worship at 10:45 am.
 MOTHER NEFF FAITH TABERNACLE: William 
Bertelsen, Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 236; Sunday 
services - 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible 
Study at 7:00 p.m.
 PEARL COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: 6735 FM 183 
in Pearl. Sunday Services- 9:00 a.m.
 THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILT: Bill Trotter, pastor; 
3412 E. Main St.; Sunday service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL

 TABERNACLE OF PRAISE UPC: Rev. Jimmy 
Skiles, pastor; 202 E. Main, Gatesville; Worship services 
- Sunday mornings at 10:00 am; Wednesday evenings 
at 7:00 pm; www.gatesvilletop.org. 254-206-1826.
 MOUNT CALVARY CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST: 
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 128 North 12th Street; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
weekly services, Wed. Bible Study 6:30p.m.-7:30 p.m., 
Wed. night service, 7:30p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN

 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Rev. Dr. Buddy 
Wheat, pastor; 1110 E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH

 BIENVENIDOS AL HOGAR DE DIOS: Horario 
de servicios: Domingos a partir de las 2:00 p.m. Te 
esperamos! 6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville, Texas 76528.

WESLEYAN

 CORYELL VALLEY CHURCH: 4995 FM 929, 
3.5 miles from S.H. 36; Worship Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
coryellvalleytexas.com

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL

 BOOTS -N- SADDLE COWBOY CHURCH: Max 
Gunn, pastor; 254-248-1850; 10 miles west of Gatesville 
on HWY 84; Sunday Service @ 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday  
Night Service @ 7:00 p.m.; Youth Sunday Service @9:45 
a.m. 
 HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN BIKER CHURCH: Monty & 
Tammy VanHorn, pastors; 1608 W. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday Praise and Worship 11 am, Wednesday Bible 
Study Rally-6 pm, 254-865-4076.
 THE POINT FELLOWSHIP: James & Laurinda 
Paine, Pastors; 2315 Osage Road, Gatesville; 
Wednesday Services at 7:00 p.m. (Adults, youth & 
children); Sunday services - Destiny Discovery Class 
at 9:00 a.m.  and Regular services at 10:30 a.m. 254-
248-1265.

THIS SPACE IS 

AVAILABLE.
Call 254-865-5212.

Grib’s Construction

 2000 Violet Lane
 Gatesville
 254-248-4171

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street

(254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street

Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8884Call (254) 865-8489 for all your construction needs!

Scott’s
Funeral Home

www.scottsfh.com
2425 E. Main Street ~ 254-865-5411

Gifts • Household

865-6900
2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Delivery • Drive Thru

865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street         Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

www.tpcgatesville.org
2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014

www.fbcgatesville.com

SUNDAYS: Sunday School 9:45 am, Worship 10:50 am

WEDNESDAY  SERVICES: 6:00 pm

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church

“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

T
here are walks of life where one 
is required to argue. Lawyers, 
politicians and teachers are 

frequently in positions where they must 
argue persuasively for one position or 
another. That is part and parcel of their job, 
and arguing serves the valuable service of 
allowing the truth to stand out in contrast to 
error or ignorance. In many areas of life, 
however, arguing serves no useful purpose 
and just creates needless strife and division. 
When people are making casual conversation 
it is easy to find things to disagree with, but 
such disagreements rarely foster peace and 
harmony. It is tedious to be around someone 
who is always correcting us. With family, 
friends, and co-workers it is usually better to 
find areas of mutual agreement rather than 

Avoiding Strife

“It is to one’s honor to avoid strife, 
but every fool is quick to quarrel.”
—Proverbs 20:3 NIV

disagreement. And even when there is disagreement, sometimes the way to resolve the 
issue is to start with what you agree on and see if you can move on from there. 
When we must argue, it can usually be done calmly and with civility. Sometimes we find 
ourselves drifting into argument without realizing how this even happened. Someone 
may have said something that we feel must be challenged. As the discussion turns from 
mild difference of opinion to angry disagreement, our tempers flare and we often say 
things we will regret. By being less argumentative you will probably find that you get 
along with others much better.       – Christopher Simon
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Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00029442

Free to a good home:
Female 1/2 French Bulldog, 
1/2 miniature Blue Heeler, 
5 months old, 
good with kids, 
Call 254-688-0508 
00029459

NOW HIRING: $500 Hiring 
Bonus. Residential Framing 
Superintendent (Structural 
Framing) AND Experienced 
Roofing Metal Framers. Email 
Resume’ to lfuller@jroof.com 
or call 254-662-5571 and ask 
for LeAnne.
00029435

 

  Ashley’s Landscaping & 
Services:

Mowing, Landscaping, Tree 
Trimming, Brush Clearing, 
Yard Cleanup, Handyman 

Services. 
254-239-8842

John 3:16
Like us on Facebook

00029447

 

 

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00029440

DOLLAR SALE Tues, 07/19 
- Sat, 07/23! The Boys & 
Girls Club Resale Shop, 
1706 E. Main. Tuesday-Fri-
day, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 
9a.m.-3p.m.  
00029423

 

 

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts

Coryell Health Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT
• Referral Clerk – FT
• Float Registration Clerk – FT 
(Requires travel to off-site clinics)

• CCMA -FT

Coryell Health Clinic Waco: 
• RN – FT
• LVN – FT
• CCMA – FT 
• Registration Clerk – FT 

Coryell Health Home Health: 
• RN Case Manager – FT
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville, Evant and 
Copperas Cove

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT
(Food Handlers Cert. preferred)

EMS:
• EMT Paramedic or Licensed 
Paramedic – FT
• EMT B – FT
• EMT B – PRN

Emergency Department:
• RN - PRN all shifts

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:

• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and 

supplemental Insurances.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

Material Management: 
• Maintenance – FT
• Housekeeper – FT

Med Surg:
• Care Transitions RN – FT
• CNA-FT Nights 

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN PRN all shifts

Mills County Medical Clinic - 
Goldthwaite:
• X-Ray Technologist – FT

Radiology:
• CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological   
Technologist – PRN
• Cath Lab Tech – FT experienced

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:  
• PACU RN – FT, Experience preferred

$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

DaVita Dialysis:
• Clinical Coordinator (RN) – FT or 
PRN 
• Patient Care Tech (CHT, CNA or 
CCMA) – FT or PRN
• RN Charge Nurse – FT or PRN
• Social Worker (MSW) Per Diem 
   Please apply at: 
   https://careers.davita.com/search-
   results?keywords= 

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

JEFFREY BURKS, 254-206-0881

HONEY’S ROOFING LLC
Residential and Commercial

Complete Re-Roofs and 
Repairs

Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 

00029022

We are still open and detail-
ing vehicles! Call for an ap-
pointment, 254-865-5311. 
Wild Bill’s Auto Detailing, 
www.wildbillsautodetailing.
net 00029448

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, Tex-
ture, Flooring, Windows, 
Sheetrock, Porches, Add 
Ons, Metal Buildings, Trash 
Haul Off and Dump Trailer 
Rental. 254-383-3305 or 254-
404-3367. 00029436

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company serv-

ing all Central Texas area.
Commercial and Residential

Free Estimates
254-466-5128 00029437

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-off 

container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
 00029438

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & Gates,

 Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613 00029441

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, barns, 
fence row clearing, metal build-
ings, residential & game fenc-
ing, solar gate openers, dozer 
work. Free estimates. Larry 
Riddle, 254-248-2205;  Joyce 
McAdams, 254-248-4318. 
00029443

CENTRAL TEXAS RE-
MODELING AND HANDY-
MAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00029444

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, lot clearing, 
stump and brush removal. 

254-563-3535 
www.yoseftreeservice.com 

00029445

Kenneth Russell Shred-
ding Service, small or large 

acreage. 
Call 254-223-3119. 00029446

015

Farm & Ranch

018

Pets

037

Help Wanted

037
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037
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037
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Garage Sale
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Your ad should

be here.....
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High school wrestling team members helped oversee a recent Gatesville ISD wrestling camp. For more photos, see Page 8 today and also see the July 20 issue of The Messenger.

Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528
FREE INSPECTIONS – 254-223-1971

Brian Riddle
Project Manager

brianriddlerunningmroofing@gmail.com

Commercial • Residential • Claims Specialists

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

TACLB69146E

Text your service request 

in to 254-216-3372

12 months 0% interest 

W.A.C.

After hours

service available

We do warranty & service all brands

Ryan Warren

254-865-9188
P.O. Box 1061 

Gatesville, TX

• New Construction

• Changeouts

• Service

• Repair

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Advertise.
Inspire. Sell.

Contact Bailey to reserve this 

space, 254-865-5212.

Building Supplies
WHITTW

ADAM DEIKE

SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.772.8147 Mobile

254.865.9137 Fax
adam.deike@wbsupplies.com

Bailey Shea Dickie
Advertising Sales

Ph: 254.865.5212

advertising@

gatesvillemessenger.com

116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX 76528
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Students in grades 1-6 had an opportunity to work on wrestling techniques during the early session of a Gatesville ISD summer wrestling camp July 11-15. Older students in grades 7-12 took part in a later session, 
and will be featured in an upcoming editon of The Messenger.
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Getting focused on wrestling skills

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Learning how to take their opponent to the ground and hold them were among the skills youth learned at a recent GISD wrestling camp.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Both girls and boys took part in the Gatesville school district’s wrestling camp July 11-15.


