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County approves jail healthcare help
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Responding to a heavy medical case-
load at the Coryell County Jail, the 
Coryell County Commissioners Court 
approved hiring personnel to help de-
crease the workload on the jail’s nurse.

“When an emergency arises inside the 
Coryell County Jail, they call our nurse,” 
said Tim Quintana, a correctional con-
sultant with Southern Health Partners. 
“She previously worked for the TDCJ 
(Texas Department of Criminal Justice, 
which administers the state’s prisons) 
and is tops in her field. She’s putting in a 
lot of hours due to jail overcrowding and 
staffing shortages.

“We’re in a losing situation and I’m 
asking y’all for further help with a med 
tech who can assist her 20 or 40 hours 
a week. This is one of those situations 

where we really need help. We are in a 
critical situation. Ultimately, it will also 
help Coryell County to be more proac-

tive on the medical front. It has a trickle-
down impact. I would hate to burn her 
out and lose her.”

Commissioner Kyle Matthews said he 
is familiar with the concern.

“I’ve visited with the nurse, and I agree 
– she’s overworked, but she does a great 
job,” he said.

County Judge Roger Miller said he has 
talked to the Kaufman County sheriff, 
which also uses the services of Southern 
Health Partners, and learned that they 
help fill medical needs at their jail by us-
ing a split shift approach that might also 
be beneficial in Coryell County.

Quintana said he would welcome an 
approach that can help reduce the work-
load on the jail nurse, and that filling the 
need with a med tech is a viable solution.

“In today’s world, getting a nurse is 
like getting an astronaut – they’re rare 

and highly sought after,” he said. “I be-
lieve a med tech or med techs would be 
easier to find.”

“Is a med tech able to dispense medi-
cation?” Miller asked.

“Yes, and they would be extremely 
beneficial in helping,” Quintana said. 
“Our nurse sometimes works 60 or 70 
hours a week and she also gets calls at 
home. She’s very dedicated.”

Matthews said getting additional help 
is a high priority for the county.

“I think it’s super important because 
this will help prevent potential errors,” 
he said. He proposed allocating 20 hours 
per week for a med tech “to see how that 
helps. It may solve the problem, or it 
may tell us we need another 20 hours.”

“We really appreciate it,” Quintana 

Barbecue that keeps ‘em coming back
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Nolan Marshall could have re-
tired after working 60 years as 
a truck driver, but the Gatesville 
resident instead embarked on 
a second career cooking barbe-
cue, and the faithful customers 
who frequent his establishment 
Thursday through Saturday are 
glad he did.

“I cook ribs, brisket, sausage 
- I do it all,” Nolan said. “I really 
enjoy cooking. Before I had this 
business I cooked for family 
all the time on weekends. It’s 
something I really enjoy.

“If people come here and try 
it, most of them come back. 
That’s how it got its name (Mar-
shall’s Comeback BBQ).”

Business was steady on a re-
cent Friday, with a line of peo-
ple waiting during lunch hour, 
although the service was quick. 
Nolan is helped by his son Ren-
ny and employee Sue Sedberry.

Renny said he likes being able 
to help wherever he can.

“I like meeting people, serving 
people and just helping out - I 
enjoy it all,” he said.

As for his favorite menu item, 
Renny said he likes the sausage 
best.

While ribs, brisket and sau-
sage take top billing, other 
items including barbecue Frito 
pie and loaded baked potatoes 
are also popular.

“I sell more brisket than any-

thing,” he said. “Sometimes it 
gets so busy I can hardly keep 
up. We also sell a lot of barbe-
cue Frito pie and loaded baked 
potatoes.

“I also do catering if anyone 
has a special event.”

Nolan said he mixes his own 
barbecue salt, and the banana 
pudding on the menu is home-
made.

He came to Gatesville in 1961 
after a career on the road deliv-
ering mobile homes.

BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

A local resident is hoping to build an upscale RV re-
sort on land he owns on the east side of the Gatesville 
ball park, and is seeking city water service for the de-
velopment.

Lynn Massingill spoke to the Gatesville City Council 
on April 12 and again on April 26 and said he hopes to 
build a quality facility that will bring in visitors to the 
community.

Massingill said he met with city staff before ap-
proaching the Council and was told there is no capacity 
to add sewer services at the property, although water 
could be made available.

He said he hoped to proceed with the development 
by utilizing a septic system, and said he believes the 
RV park will benefit the community by giving people a 

place to stay when nearby baseball tournaments, riding 
club and rodeo events take place.

Massingill and his son, Chase, both addressed the 
Council on April 26.

Chase expressed disappointment that the proposed 
RV park was removed from the Council agenda be-
cause two Council members were not present at the 
meeting.

He said the item has been “unjustly removed from 
the agenda” and that the Council routinely conducts 
business without all members being present. He added 
that his family has owned the property since the 1980s.

“City ordinance includes a path for beneficial devel-
opment, and the city has the right to sell water outside 
the city limits,” Chase said.

He asked for the proposal to be included in that eve-
ning’s agenda, “or if that’s not possible, the next meet-
ing.

“This action does not require a vote – several months 
ago it could have been handled with a phone call,” 
Chase said.

Massingill said he is unsure why his request for city 
services for the property has stalled.

“I’m wondering how we got to this point,” he said. 
“I’m trying to get water to an RV park that will be nice, 
beneficial to the city and bring in more money for the 
city. This business will bring outside money to the city.

“A 6-inch water line there is what we need, and this 
will be a good development, it won’t be a shabby camp-
ground. I don’t know how we got to a point where this 
can’t be resolved. It’s just a matter of calling the water 
department.”

Councilman Claude Williams said he is in favor of 
putting the item on the agenda as soon as possible so 
the Council can consider the request.

New ‘upscale’ RV park proposed near local ball park

PIT-SMOKED GOODNESS: Nolan Mar-
shall and Sue Sedberry stand next to 
the smoker at Marshall’s Comeback BBQ 
in Gatesville

JEFF OSBORNE  
THE GATESVILLE  

MESSENGER
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“If people come here and 

try it, most of them come 

back. That’s how it got its 

name.”

Nolan Marshall, owner and chief 
cook of Marshall’s Comeback BBQ 
in Gatesville.
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issue and 10am Wednesday for the 
Saturday issue. 
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is not responsible for copy  
omission, typographical error or any 
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publish a correction.

With her extensive education in podiatry and multiple 

certifications for diagnosing and treating conditions 

of the foot and ankle, Dr. Bari exemplifies Coryell 

Health’s commitment to quality, personal care. Dr. 

Bari is accepting new patients at her clinics in 

Clifton, Gatesville, Goldthwaite and Temple. 

WHERE YOU ALWAYS FEEL AT HOME

(254) 248-6204   |  CoryellHealth.org

Welcomes  New

Podiatrist!

Dr. Rebecca Bari, DPM
Gatesville | Clifton | Goldthwaite | Temple

MOORE’S SERVICE CENTER
SINCE 1991

1425 U.S. Hwy. 84 East, Star, TX 76880 | 325-948-3595 | www.MooresServiceCenter.com

Join us for an open house at Moore’s Service Center 

on Saturday, May 7 from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Learn about the newest Vermeer hay products, enter to win door prizes, chat 

with dealership staff and take advantage of special offers. Burgers, sausage 
wraps and fixings will be provided along with an obstacle course for the kids.

“We really appreciate it,” 
Quintana said.

Commissioner Daren 
Moore said he favored al-
locating 40 hours because 
of the workload and the 
number of inmates.

“I really don’t have a 
problem with option 1 
(the 40-hour recommen-
dation), and that may help 
us to hire two med techs,” 
he said.

Miller said taking action 
was crucial.

“I do believe we need 
to do something imme-
diately,” he said. “I don’t 
believe either option fully 
addresses what our needs 
are. This is really a Band-
Aid. We really need to re-

assess what kind of medi-
cal services we have at the 
jail and what we will need 
going forward.”

Quintana said whatever 
help is offered will be wel-
come.

“We need it – we need 
that Band-Aid right now to 
get us through,” he said. 
“I would welcome the op-
portunity to come down 
and talk to you during 
budget time.”

Commissioner Ray Ash-
by made the motion for 
the 40-hour option, which 
Matthews seconded, and 
the court unanimously ap-
proved the proposal.

“This requires a budget 
amendment, but it could 
very well be considered 
an emergency situation,” 
Miller said.

HELP
FROM PAGE A1

“I traveled all over the 
place - Arizona, Okla-
homa, Arkansas and also 
places in Texas - Odessa, 
Fort Worth, El Paso, Hous-
ton and Dallas,” Nolan 
said.

Andrew Taylor, a family 
friend who went to school 
in Gatesville with Renny 
Marshall, said he works 
for Union Pacific Railroad 
which involves frequent 
travel, and Marshall’s 
Comeback BBQ is among 
the best he has had.

“I travel a lot and eat a 
lot of barbecue and I love 
coming here,” Taylor said. 
“I like this the best. The 
food is great, and I also 
think a lot of the family. 
Mr. Marshall is a humble 
man and he is always do-
ing what he can to help 
people.

“My favorite thing to 
get here is the three-meat 
plate. You can tell they en-
joy feeding people.”

Nolan said in addition to 
cooking, interacting with 
customers is a highlight 
for him.

“I enjoy meeting the 
customers,” he said. “Just 
about everyone I’ve met 

has been really nice.”
In addition to Renny, 

Nolan has 10 grandchil-
dren and 11 great-grand-
children, some of whom 
come and help, Nolan 
said.

The family connection is 

strong for the business.
“This will be passed 

down to (Renny) one day, 
so the legacy will contin-
ue,” Taylor said.

Marshall’s Comeback 
BBQ is open from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday 

through Saturday, and 
is located at 402 N. Lut-
terloh Ave. in Gatesville, 
just past St. Louis Street 
and down the road from 
H-E-B.

For catering or special 
orders, call 254-679-9123.

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass | Gatesville, Texas 76528

Give us a call for all your project needs, large or small!

254-865-2190
Locally Owned & Operated

Brandon Latham | Brandon@wbsupplies.com
Free Estimates

SCREWS • INSULATION

SAKRETE • CULVERTS

REBAR • I BEAM

FLATBAR • CHANNEL

SLICK ROD

SQUARE TUBING

ANGLE IRON

RECTANGLE TUBING 

Complete line of metal building systems plus a 
wide range of building materials

Building Supplies
WHITTW

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL • RESIDENTIAL

PURLIN • PIPE

SUCKER ROD

CATTLE PANELS

BARBED WIRE

NET WIRE

PLUMBING SUPPLIES

ROLL UP DOORS

WALK THRU DOORS

Delivery 

Available

BBQ
FROM PAGE A1

JEFF OSBORNE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

(Top) Plenty of seating is available at Marshall’s Comeback BBQ, located off Lutterloh Avenue just south 
of St. Louis Street in Gatesville. (Below) A menu lists many of the items available.

Ft. Hood units train in California

Fort Irwin, CA – For the 
past two months, armored 
brigade combat teams from 
the 1st Cavalry Division con-
ducted training at the Na-
tional Training Center. While 
improving the brigades’ le-
thality is a key training objec-
tive, commanders must also 
learn to leverage combat sup-
port capabilities.

1CD Sustainment Brigade 

commander, Col. Anthony 
Wilson, has travelled out to 
NTC multiple times during 
the armored brigade rota-
tions to oversee logistics 
supportt.

“Sustainment and logistics 
have to be there to perform 
and support during the plan-
ning and execution phases 
of training and real-world 
operations,” Wilson said. 
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Summer marks a difficult 
season for the community 
blood supply, as focus turns 
to family vacations and time 
off from school.

However, the need for 
blood never takes a break. 
Carter BloodCare notes up 
to 800 patients – including 
those injured in accidents, 
older adults with health 
issues, people undergo-
ing cancer treatments, and 
many others – need blood 
transfusions daily. Most 
require more than one unit 
of red blood cells or other 
components, such as plas-
ma or platelets.

To support the commu-
nity and avoid the summer 
slump in donations, Oglesby 
ISD is hosting a Carter 
BloodCare drive from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, May 
6, at 125 College Avenue in 
the parking lot on the Carter 
BloodCare bus.

Donors can secure a spot 
at this lifesaving blood drive 
with any of these three op-
tions, but “walk-ins” are al-
ways welcomed:

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville Sporting Adventures recently donated the proceeds from a raffle to VFW Post 8577 in Copperas Cove. The raffle prize was an 
American Eagle Henry .22 long rifle limited edition. The raffle raised $1,250 which was presented to the post commander. Pictured in the 
presentation include from left to right, Brian Henry, Copperas Cove VFW member; Ron Abrahamson, Copperas Cove Post 8577 Commander; 
Tina Zimmerman, Johnny Zimmerman, Paul Petroni and Sara Petroni.

DONATION TO V.F.W.Oglesby ISD to host 
for blood drive Friday

Call: 800-366-2834
Visit: CarterBloodCare.org 

and click the Donate Now 
tab

Contact: Sheila McClinton 
at (254) 456-2271 extension 
221

As thanks for donating, 
each person who presents to 
give will receive the brand-
new “Summer Donate – Give 
for Texans” T-shirt, avail-
able in sizes M – 3XL while 
supplies last.

Carter BloodCare is an 
independent, community 
blood center providing 
transfusion resources to 
more than 180 medical fa-
cilities in 50-plus counties 
of North, Central and East 
Texas. The nonprofit 501(c)
(3) organization is one of 
the largest blood programs 
in Texas, delivering more 
than 450,000 blood prod-
ucts annually to meet hospi-
tals’ requirements for their 
patients. Services include 
collection, processing, spe-
cialized laboratory testing, 
storage and distribution of 
blood and blood products. 

Registration for summer 
courses at the Central Texas 
College (CTC) central campus 
in Killeen opened this month 
on the school’s Eagle Self-
Service online system and 
will continue through May 30. 
Returning students who have 
a degree plan on file may reg-
ister starting that day while 
new students must first com-
plete the admissions process 
before registering online. The 
online admissions applica-
tion is available on the CTC 
website.

Ten-week and summer I 

The Gatesville Cham-
ber of Commerce recently 
announced plans for the 
Gatesville Shivaree Color 
Run which will be held on 
Saturday, June 4, at 8 a.m.

Participants can run/walk 
through Gatesville getting 
covered in color as they go. 
The race will begin by Vin-
tage Royalty Boutique near 
the Gatesville Chamber of 
Commerce. All entrants that 
register on or before May 
15 will get an official “Color 
the Shivaree” shirt to show 

Gatesville Shivaree 
Color Run June 4

off all the color. This event 
is fun for the whole fam-
ily- children of all ages are 
welcome.

**Deadline to be guaran-
teed a t-shirt is May 15.

**PRICING: Age 4-10 $10 | 
Age 11-17 $15 | Age 18+ $25

Note: Age-Based Pricing 
will be applied at checkout. 
This pricing will not be re-
flected on the sign-up page.

To register for the Gates-
ville Shivaree Color run, visit 
https://runsignup.com/
Register/?raceId=110684

CTC summer registration now available
five-week classes start May 
31. Online registration for 
these classes is open through 
May 30. The summer II se-
mester is a five-week term 
starting July 5 and the reg-
istration deadline is July 1. 
Class format for the summer 
semester includes in-person 
lecture, blended courses 
combining face-to-face lec-
ture with online work and 
synchronous virtual lecture.

CTC offers several online 
terms with start dates of 
May 16 (eight-week term), 
May 31(five- and 10-week 

TERRI SCHLICHENMEY-
ER

Sometimes, you’re such 
a goose.

And that’s okay; a little 
horsing around never hurt 
anyone and times with 
friends are the best. You 
can chatter like monkeys, 
laugh like hyenas, get a 
little squirrely, and memo-
ries are made like that. You 
need your friends to get 
wild every now and then, 
and in “The Social Lives of 
Animals” by Ashley Ward, 
you’ll see that flying, run-
ning, climbing, and crawl-
ing creatures are really no 
different at all.

Anyone watching a few 
dogs playing in a park, or 
a clowder of cats in a win-
dowsill, would likely agree 
that animals can form re-
lationships. But how does 
that matter to humans?

Says Ward, being able 
to “trace direct... parallels 
between our own societies 
and those of the animals... 
[can] help us to appreciate 
how sociality shapes our 
lives....”

We love to gather in 
groups, for instance, and 
Antarctic krill likewise hate 
to be alone. As it turns out, 
gathering in large groups 
helps keep krill alive be-
cause it confounds whales, 
who enjoy krill for dinner. 
Being in groups keeps lo-
custs alive, too: locusts can 
be cannibals, and the innate 
desire not to be eaten keeps 
them all moving “in the 

terms), June 13 (eight-week 
term), July 5 (five- and eight-
week terms). The online 
registration deadline is the 
day before each term starts. 
Weekend (Friday, Satur-
day, Sunday) classes are 
also available starting June 
3 (five-week term), June 17 
(eight-week term) and July 8 
(five-week term). Registration 
deadlines are June 2, June 16, 
and July 7 respectively.

The CTC Fort Hood campus 
will conduct summer I, June 6 
through July 8, and summer 
II, July 11 through August 12, 

five-week terms with face-to-
face delivery. The registration 
deadline for summer I is June 
10 while summer II registra-
tion closes July 15. Fort Hood 
also offers an eight-week 
term from June 6 through 
July 31with blended classes 
combining online and in-
classroom work. Registration 
is open through June 10.

Students in need of aca-
demic advising assistance 
can email academic.advis-
ing@ctcd.edu or go online to 
schedule an appointment.

Ashley Ward, Author

BOOK REVIEW

Go hog wild and read this beastly book
same direction.”

Teamwork may be es-
sential at your job, just as 
it is with army ants. One 
bite from a single army ant 
hurts like crazy but it won’t 
kill you. A bunch of army 
ants, though? That’s a dif-
ferent matter entirely.

Flocks of birds have in-
fluenced the making of 
self-driving vehicles. Fish 
have taught scientists 
how many influencers are 
needed to move a crowd. 
Studies with rats show the 
effects of dense crowding 
on mental health, and cows 
are good at recognizing 
friends by their portraits. 
Hyenas communicate to 
the pack which prey they 
plan to hunt for the day. 
Whales play, and dolphins 
play with them. Monkeys 
lie to get what they want. 
Animals innovate, reason, 
have a culture, and commu-
nicate, Ward says, and they 
have a lot to tell us....

So, you say that someone 
called you a birdbrain the 
other day. What a compli-
ment, as you’ll see when 
you read “The Social Lives 
of Animals.”

Chances are – especially 

if you’re an animal lover – 
you’re already an observer 
of animal behavior and, if 
so, you’ll be happy that au-
thor Ashley Ward extends 
your knowledge. There are, 
it seems, dozens of facts on 
each page that will delight 
lovers of fin, feather and 
fur, as well as new findings 
and fascinating anecdotes.

But this book isn’t all se-
rious bull. Ward is a lively 
writer who is obviously 
interested in his subject – 
he’s a professor of animal 
behavior at the University 
of Sydney, after all – and his 
personal tales of explora-
tion and discovery are aca-
demically lighthearted, like 
cocktail party banter that’ll 
make you chuckle.

Perfect for armchair bi-
ologists and animal lovers 
of all kinds, this is one of 
those “hey, listen to this” 
kinds of books that you’ll 
want to share out loud. 
Start “The Social Lives of 
Animals” and you’ll go ape 
over it.

“The Social Lives of Ani-
mals” by Ashley Ward

c.2022, Basic Books, 
$30.00, 373 pages
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BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

Come meet your new 

best friend!

FOR INFO: 254-865-2226

We have many loving dogs who 

need a family to love them back.

Sunday School  9:30am  

Sunday Worship  10:45am

4012 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville
(One mile east of the loop on the south side of Hwy. 84)

 254-248-0053

gracebibletx.com  
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Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242
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The DISPATCH

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
April 28

7:53 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Hillcrest Drive.

9:28 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2600 
block of E. Main Street.

10:19 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
4200 block of S. State High-
way 36.

4:23 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Lovers Lane.

9:03 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 1300 
block of N. State Highway 36.

10:29 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1600 
block of Venus Avenue.
April 29

7:44 a.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 2400 block of 
Business Highway 36.

8:34 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1200 block of E. 
Main Street.

11:49 a.m., an assault was 
reported in the 200 block of 
Hamilton Drive.

3:32 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1400 
block of Saunders Street.

6:27 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
2400 block of Bridge Street.

11:47 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of S. 
23rd Street.
April 30

7:54 a.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 3500 
block of FM 107.

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of April 28 –May 1. While there were 
many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls 
should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 
865-7201.

8:44 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2300 block of 
Business Highway 36.

10:15 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 500 
block of Fieldstone Drive.

3:39 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 200 
block of Elm Lane.

3:57 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Veteran’s Memorial Loop.

10:53 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
4100 block of S. State High-
way 36.
May 1

1:43 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1200 block of 
Mountain Road.

2:45 a.m., a robbery was 
reported in the 100 block of 
State Highway 36.

12:33 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 300 block of 
FM 107.

1:27 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 100 
block of Old Pidcoke Road.

2:55 p.m., a theft was re-

ported in the 200 block of 
Old Osage Road.

10:06 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported in the 100 
block of N. State Highway 36 
Bypass.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
April 28

12:00 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported on N. FM 
116 and Vista Road.

12:17 a.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
100 block of Julia Drive.

2:15 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported on FM 116.

5:20 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 300 
block of FM 107.

6:03 p.m., shots being fired 
was reported in the 1000 
block of Twin Mountain 
Road.

7:41 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported on 
Old Pidcoke Road.
April 29

5:30 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on CR 
269 and FM 185.

10:03 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
2300 block of Hay Valley 
Road.

10:45 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1000 block of 
Pheasant Circle.

4:53 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
700 block of Northern Hills.

8:28 p.m., the burglary of 
a habitation was reported in 
the 6300 block of E. High-

way 84.
9:37 p.m., a livestock 

complaint was reported on 
Straws Mill Road.
April 30

9:36 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
932 and Mustang Creek.

11:50 a.m., a grass fire was 
reported in the 1000 block of 
CR 176.

3:51 p.m., a dog bite was 
reported in the 100 block of 
FM 1996.

4:30 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on CR 
269.

6:34 p.m., property dam-
age was reported in the 3000 
block of Straws Mill Road.

7:56 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on Bald 
Knob Road near Old George-
town Road.
May 1

1:44 a.m., a prowler was 
reported in the 1200 block of 
Mountain Road.

5:32 a.m., a runaway was 
reported in the 1200 block of 
Lutheran Church Road.

7:38 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on CR 
269.

1:48 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
1500 block of CR 177.

6:47 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
215 and CR 248.

8:17 p.m., a minor acci-
dent was reported in the 300 
block of Cattle Drive. 

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 5/2/22).......

$1866.50
SILVER (XAG/USD 5/2/22)..........

$22.64

According to the editors of 
the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
Cinco de Mayo, (Spanish for 
“Fifth of May”) also called 
Anniversary of the Battle of 
Puebla, is a holiday celebrat-
ed in parts of Mexico and the 
United States in honor of a 
military victory in 1862 over 
the French forces of Napo-
leon III. Cinco de Mayo is cel-
ebrated this year on Thurs-
day, May 5.

In 1861, Mexico declared 
a temporary moratorium 
on the repayment of foreign 
debts, English, Spanish, and 
French troops invaded the 
country. By April 1862, the 
English and Spanish had 
withdrawn, but the French, 
with the support of wealthy 
landowners, remained in 
an attempt to establish a 
monarchy under Maximilian 
of Austria and to curb U.S. 
power in North America. 

On May 5, 1862, a poorly 
equipped Mestizo and Za-
potec force under the com-
mand of General Ignacio 
Zaragoza defeated French 
troops at the Battle of Pueb-
la, southeast of Mexico City; 

The origins of Cinco 
de Mayo celebration

about 1,000 French troops 
were killed. Although the 
fighting continued and the 
French were not driven out 
for another five years, the 
victory at Puebla became 
a symbol of Mexican resis-
tance to foreign domination. 
The city, which was later 
renamed Puebla de Zarago-
za, is the site of a museum 
devoted to the battle, and 
the battlefield itself is main-
tained as a park.

The day is celebrated in the 
state of Puebla with parades, 
speeches, and reenactments 
of the 1862 battle, though it 
is not much noticed in most 
of the rest of the country. In 
the mid-20th-century United 
States, the celebration of Cin-
co de Mayo became among 
Mexican immigrants a way 
of encouraging pride in their 
Mexican heritage. 

Cinco de Mayo is not to be 
confused with Mexican In-
dependence Day, which falls 
on September 16. The latter 
holiday was established in 
1810, some 50 years before 
the Battle of Puebla occurred.

 COURTESY PHOTO

The Christian Adult Fel-
lowship Events group 
(C.A.F.E.) at the First United 
Methodist Church will travel 
to Granbury on Saturday, 
May 14, to see Derek Spence 
perform as George Strait. 
Spence greatly resembles 
and sings like Strait. They 
will leave the church parking 
lot at 10:30 a.m., and eat at a 
local restaurant, which will 
be self-pay. The performance 
will take place at 3 p.m. For 
tickets and transportation, 
the total cost will be $60 per 
person. At this time, C.A.F.E. 
has 20 tickets reserved, so 
reservations will need to be 
made in advance since this 
performance is predicted to 
be a sell-out.

C.A.F.E. announces 
travel line-up

On Thursday, June 9, the 
group will be attending 
“Stars over Texas” in Waco 
and on Saturday, July 9, they 
will be travelling to Llano 
to see the Malpas Brothers 
at the Llano theater. More 
information about the June 
and July trips will be fur-
nished closer to the sched-
uled time.

Reservations and/or 
payments for the May trip 
can be made by contacting 
the First United Methodist 
Church at 254-865-2520 or 
by contacting Ruth Jones at 
254-865-2112.

First United Methodist 
Church is located at 2600 E. 
Main Street in Gatesville.

COURTESY PHOTO

The chapter of the National Honor Society at Evant Independent School District recently inducted eight new students. Those inducted 
were,  pictured front row, left to right:  Caystin Forrest, Canyon Smith, Jamie Graham, Aubrey Kelley and Kate McGilvray; back row, from 
left:  Julia Andrade, Cason Ingram and Hunter White.

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY MEMBERS
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FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

 COURTESY PHOTO

At their April 28 meeting, Coryell Retired School Personnel (CRSP) installed new officers for 2022-2024. 
Shirley Boyd of Temple, the District 12 Immediate Past-President, did the installation. Pictured above, 
left to right, Shirley Boyd; Kathy Smith, Secretary; Marsha Lee, 2nd Vice-President; Gayla Linton, 1st 
Vice-President; Gail Johnson, President; and JoAnn Sugg, Immediate Past-President of the local chapter. 
Not pictured is Anne Byrom, who was installed as Treasurer by phone.

Make a Wish Cancer Fund-
raiser is holding a raffle for 
Teri Kizer in her fight against 
cancer. Two-hundred raffle 
tickets are available at $20 

INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS

Gatesville Adaptive Sports 
will be sponsoring a Field 
Day on Saturday, May 14, 
from 3 p.m. until 5 p.m. at 
Faunt Le Roy Park’s walking 
trail.

A fundraiser benefit to 
help defray the medical ex-
penses of Hershal Mooney 
will be held on Sunday, May 
29, at 4 p.m. at Texas Sta-
tion Event Center. Tickets 
will be $50 per person and 
will include a crawfish plate. 
The tickets are pre-sale and 

After a two-year hiatus 
due to COVID-19 precau-
tions, the Coryell County Ge-
nealogical Society will hold 
their regular meeting on 
Tuesday, May 10, 2022, at 6 
p.m., at the Gatesville Public 
Library.

There will be a roundta-
ble discussion of the future 
plans and projects for the 
organization, and a preview 
of future meeting programs. 

A benefit will be held on 
Saturday, May 14, at 11 a.m. 
to benefit the children of 
Raul Medina, who suddenly 
passed away on March 5. The 
benefit will take place at the 
Texas Station Event Center.

There will be a cornhole 

Raffle to benefit Teri Kizer
each and can be purchased 
at Gatesville Sporting Adven-
tures at 2514 S. Hwy. 36.

The winner of the raffle 
will receive a T-6 AR15 5.56 

NATO 8:1 Twist Operator 
Series firearm. It has a modi-
fied triggering system and 
muzzle break and is valued 
at $1,199. 

Benefit May 14 for Medina family
tournament, bake sale, silent 
auction, and food. The corn-
hole tournament boards will 
open at 10 a.m., with bags 
starting to fly at 11 a.m. Cost 
will be $60 per team with a 
$1,500 pot.

For those wishing to spon-

sor the event, sponsorships 
will be $500. For those who 
would like to donate or spon-
sor, please call 254-223-
4445.

Texas Station Event Center 
is located at 4105 S. State 
Hwy. 36.

Mooney fundraiser concert 
and dinner to be held May 29

can be purchased at Vintage 
Royalty.

Entertainment will 
be provided by Waylon 
Thibodeaux, “Louisiana’s 
Rockin Fiddler.” Those plan-
ning to attend are asked to 
bring lawn chairs and cool-
ers. It will be a BYOB fund-

raiser event.
Doors will open at 3 p.m. 

and food will be served at 4 
p.m.

Texas Station Event Center 
is located at 305 Old Fort 
Gates Road. 

CCGS resumes meetings
The group is looking for-
ward to this opportunity for 
members to reconnect and 
discuss their new genealogy 
happenings or Coryell Coun-
ty history discoveries.

In the spirit of spring 
cleaning, they are reducing 
their holdings of extra cop-
ies of CCGS publications, by 
offering a half-price sale on 
our overstocked items. The 
publications include Coryell 

County cemetery and mar-
riage books.

As always, the public is 
invited to attend. If anyone 
is considering entering the 
fascinating world of gene-
alogy, this organization is 
there to help you start your 
journey. If your interest is in 
Coryell County history, they 
have a great group of histo-
rians, who love to share their 
knowledge.

Adaptive sports field day May 14
The group invites Gates-

ville residents and those in 
the surrounding areas to join 
them for a little baseball fun. 
Special needs children of all 
ages are welcome to partici-

pate. 
For more information 

about Gatesville Adaptive 
Sports, please contact Kara 
Dotson at 254-206-0064 or 
visit their Facebook page.

SAM HOUSTON

Life is made up of a series 
of routine or repeated tasks. 
Since the age of 16 or 17, 
I have shaved most every 
morning. Getting dressed, I 
always put my right sock on 
first and then my left, but 
curiously put on my left shoe 
before the right. I consume 
a single large cup of coffee 
when I first wake up, and 
then drink several more once 
I arrive at the office. I make 
sure I have a pen in my shirt 
pocket, and I almost always 
wear a watch.

All these acts are normal ev-
eryday tasks, which over the 
years have become my habit 
or routine. Since I am current-
ly 65 years old, by estimate 
I have shaved nearly 17,720 

times, put on a pair of shoes 
more than 23,725 times and 
drank more than 54,750 cups 
of coffee. Most of these ac-
tions occurred without nega-
tive consequences.

We never consider how 
many times we breathe each 
day, blink our eyes or lick 
our lips. They are natural 
acts that we commit without 
a conscious thought. Hu-
mans breathe on average 15 
times a minute, which means 
I have drawn a breath over 
512,460,000 times! Most of 
these breaths were drawn 
with no conscious thought: 
my body simply performed 
the task. Remarkable!

So, tell me, how is it with 
the hundreds of thousands 
of times I have eaten and 
chewed food, I occasionally 
manage to bite my lip? What 
demon takes over my brain 
and somehow interrupts 
the normal, routine process 
of chewing, and suddenly 
causes my teeth to jump to 
one side of my mouth and 
snag a piece of my cheek or 
a lip?

Is it a political conspira-
cy or an alien invader who 
interrupts the solace of the 
universe to affect my bio-
rhythms and cause such a 

seemingly random act? I can 
be having a ham and cheese 
sandwich, chewing away as 
usual, and “WHAM,” the next 
thing you know I just got a 
bite of lip! It hurts, and the 
worst part is trying to un-
derstand why it happened 
in the first place. What made 
my mind jump off the tracks 
like a runaway, out-of-control 
train? Surely there must be 
someone or something to 
blame for this sudden bio-
logical malfunction.

I have walked from the 
bathroom to my bed thou-
sands of times. I am very 
familiar with each piece of 
furniture in the room, how 
the room is laid out, and the 
distance from the doorway to 
where I slide into bed. I regu-
larly make the journey with-
out incident or giving way 
to the evil forces that might 
cause action contrary to 
norm. So why are there occa-
sions when my foot suddenly 
decides to introduce one of 
my toes to the framework of 
the bed and do so with such 
vigor as to make it feel like 
my toe was just hit with a 
40-pound sledgehammer? I 
cannot imagine what wrong 
my toes have committed to 
lead my brain to punish my 
foot with such apparent lack 
of mercy or sympathy. Why 
do we stub our toe?

It would seem in life, we 
have habits and routines 
where we operate comfort-
ably, but for some unexplain-
able reason, we occasionally 
inflict pain upon ourselves. 
No matter how much we pre-
pare, how much we plan, or 
how we try to train our mind, 
we will still occasionally have 
an issue. Some of the pain is 
just fate, or bad luck. Some 
of it is simply the forces of 
the universe that make us 
wonder how much control we 
really have.

 Don’t even get me started 
talking about having the hic-
cups!

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Who can understand the real reason 
we bite our lip or stub our toe?

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, April 30, 2022 
Jody & Robin Thomas

(254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville
 (254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 170-215 
300-400 lb. 170-210 
400-500 lb. 160-190
500-600 lb. 150-185
600-700 lb. 135-160
700-800 lb. 130-155

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 140-175
300-400 lb. 140-165    
400-500 lb. 140-160
500-600 lb. 130-155
600-700 lb. 125-145
700-800 lb. 115-135

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 75-88
Low Yielding 60-70       
Fats 75-86
Thin & Shelly 35-55

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 85-115

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1400-1600
Young Fair 1200-1400 
Aged Pairs 900-1200

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 600-1300

Number of Head 1222
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During the 1700s, playing music on glasses was a popular pastime. The glasses were 
partially filled with water and the person playing the glasses would slightly wet a 
finger and rub it around the top of the glass.

The more water you put in the glass, the deeper the note it will play.

Fill some glasses with different amounts of water, 
and see what kinds of sounds you can create.
Try tapping the rim of each glass with a pencil 
or spoon for another kind of sound.

Under each glass, circle the fraction that best describes how much of the glass is 
filled with water.

Standards Link: Math/Number Sense: Identify and use fractions.

1/2

1/4

1/8

1/3

3/4

1/2

3/4

1/2

2/3

1/8

File a notch on one 
end of your stick. 
The notch will 
help hold the stick 
in place on the rim 
of the can.

On the other end 
of the stick, have 
an adult drill a 
small hole. Feed 
the string through 
and tie to secure.

Turn the coffee can upside down. 
Have an adult punch a small hole in 
the bottom of the can. Feed the string 
through and tie a pencil or dowel on 
the end of it. Set the notch end of the 
stick on the rim of the can. Hold the 

gutbucket as shown here pulling the string taut. 
Then, start plucking!

             hat is an idiophone? Idio 
              means self and phone means 
sound. Idiophones are instruments of 
solid materials that vibrate when hit, 
shaken, plucked, scraped, rubbed, 
stamped or crashed together. But 
who’s to say what’s an instrument?

Stomping your foot on the floor turns 
the floor into an idiophone. Tapping a 
pencil on your desk uses the desk as 
an idiophone. Think of other things 
that could be idiophones.

Standards Link: Performing Arts/Music: Students 
perform a varied repertoire of music on instruments.

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 23

You are 
surrounded 

by idiophones! 
And anyone 

can play them!

Find the difference between 
the two pictures.

Partially fill empty 
plastic yogurt 
containers with 
different things: 
sand, seeds, 
marbles, uncooked 
beans, rice or pasta. 
Cap and shake. 
Notice the different 
sounds each makes.

Match the marbles.

Look through the newspaper for 
ten or more words that describe 
your country and how you feel 
about it. Put these words into 

alphabetical order.

Standards Link: Spelling: Arrange words in 
alphabetical order.

Your Country

A sound box (you 
can use an empty 
coffee can, bucket 
or cardboard box) A stick 

about twice 
the height of 
your sound box

Pencil or 
dowel

String or wire

Ocean Sounds
Find five to ten words to describe 
the sounds of ocean waves. Write 
a paragraph describing the sounds 

using these adjectives.

Standards Link: Spelling: Spell grade-level appropriate words correctly.

      his book gives directions 
        for making and playing 
simple musical instruments. 
Readers will see that letting 
out their inner musician is 
fun and easy!

Fill in the missing vowels 
to reveal the title of this 
book. Then, check it out 
at your local library!

This refers to a word that sounds just like 
what it means. For example, the word buzz 
sounds like the noise it describes. Look 
through the newspaper for five or more 
examples of onomatopoeia.

Standards Link: Vocabulary: Identify and use onomatopoeia.

Onomatopoeia

GUTBUCKET

SINGING

GLASSES

PASTIME

SOUND

IDIOPHONE

MARACAS

SOLID

VIBRATE

BUZZ

WIRE

BEANS

WET

RICE

RIM

E

N

O

H

P

O

I

D

I

K

R

B

U

Z

Z

S

I

S

C

N

I

A

N

E

E

L

N

U

T

O

C

S

D

R

O

A

B

E

M

S

E

P

I

S

E

T

W

A

T

O

O

W

E

B

U

L

E

M

I

T

S

A

P

G

N

I

G

N

I

S

I

A

O

R

M

A

R

A

C

A

S

T

S

E

T

A

R

B

I

V

by Christopher Payer

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word SOUND in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each letter 
should only be used once in each row. 
Some spaces have been filled in for you.

         ritish __________ used the 
           song Yankee Doodle 
Dandy to make fun of the 
American colonists during the 
Revolutionary War. In response, 
the American _______________ 
adopted it as their ___________ 
song. When the war began, 
Americans were proud to be 
called Yankees, and Yankee 
Doodle became the colonists’ 
most stirring anthem of defiance 
and liberty.

You know the song. But do you 
understand its meaning? Fill in 

the missing words using the 
Word List to discover the origins 

of this classic American song.

               hen the song Yankee 
                 Doodle first became 
_________, the word macaroni 
in the line “stuck a feather in his 
cap and called it macaroni” 
didn’t refer to the __________. 
Instead, a macaroni was a 
traveled young man who liked 
overdressing in very _________ 
clothing. So by just sticking a 
_________ in his cap and calling 
himself a “macaroni,” Yankee 
Doodle was proudly claiming to 
be the country __________ (an 
awkward and unsophisticated 
person) that the English mocked.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: 
Use context clues to determine the 
meaning of words.

But why 
macaroni?

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville High School senior, Cooper Sutton, recently received a $5,000 college scholarship from Cory-
ell Valley Church. Sutton plans to attend Texas A&M University at College Station in the fall. Sutton, pic-
tured left, was presented the check by church pastor, Christopher Horner.

Pearl Church of Christ 
recently announced they 
would be hosting their Vaca-
tion Bible School on Monday, 
May 30, through Friday, June 

The Davidson Cemetery 
Association will hold their 
annual business meeting on 
Saturday, May 7, at 10 a.m. at 

The annual meeting of the 
Hillsdale Cemetery Associa-
tion will be held on the third 
Saturday, May 21, at 9:30 
a.m., at the cemetery on Slat-
er Road northeast of Izoro. 
The physical address for the 

The Pidcoke Cemetery As-
sociation will hold its annual 
business meeting on Satur-
day, May 7, at 11 a.m. at the 
cemetery pavilion. 

All members and interest-

The Greenbriar Cemetery 
Association will hold its an-
nual meeting on Saturday, 
May 7, at 9 a.m. at the cem-
etery.

SUTTON RECEIVES SCHOLARSHIP

Vacation Bible School to be 
held at Pearl Church of Christ

3, from 9 a.m. until noon 
each day.

The theme for Vacation 
Bible School this year will be 
“The Chosen – Let us be Fish-

ers of Men. ” 
Pearl Church of Christ is 

located at 6790 FM 183. For 
more information, please call 
254-865-9282.

Davidson Cemetery Association
annual meeting is Saturday

the pavilion at the cemetery. 
For more information, 

please contact Jerry Helms at 
254-865-2525.

Davidson Cemetery is lo-
cated on FM 1829 between 
Highway 84 and FM 107.

Pidcoke Cemetery Association 
to meet May 7 at the pavilion

ed persons are encouraged 
to attend. Attendees are 
asked to bring their favor-
ite picnic lunch and drink 
for the social following the 
meeting.

All donations may be 
mailed to: Pidcoke Cem-
etery Association, c/o Shir-
ley Bartlett, Treasurer, 105 
River Ridge Drive, Gatesville, 
TX 76528.

Meeting for the Greenbriar 
Cemetery Association May 7

For those who cannot at-
tend the meeting, donations 
to the Greenbriar Cemetery 
Association can be sent in 
care of Sherrie Barton, 2470 

Greenbriar Road, Gatesville, 
Texas, 76528.

For more information 
about the cemetery associa-
tion, call 254-865-3341.

Hillsdale Cemetery Association’s 
annual meeting set for May 21

cemetery is 278 Hillsdale 
Road in Coryell County.

Anyone with relatives bur-
ied in the cemetery or those 
interested are welcome to at-
tend the meeting. Donations 
can be sent to Hillsdale Cem-

etery Association, c/o Laresa 
Fowler-Yick, 7701 FM 1690, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522.

For more information, call 
512-768-3864.



WEDNESDAY, May 4, 2022   The Gatesville Messenger    A7
www.gatesvillemessenger.com

On April 11-13, three 
members of CRSP (Coryell 
Retired School Personnel) 
attended the 68th State Re-
tired Teachers convention in 
Dallas.

Local delegates were 
Yvonne Dutschmann, Imme-
diate Past President; JoAnn 
Sugg, Outgoing President; 

COURTESY PHOTO

TRTA EXPRESS: Pictured on the TRTA Express are Coryell County retired teachers, from left to right, Yvonne Dutschmann, JoAnn Sugg 
and Gail Johnson.

Locals recently attended the Texas State 
Retired Teachers Convention in Dallas 

and Gail Johnson, Incoming 
President.

On the agenda were cau-
cus meetings by district, 
breakout sessions, legisla-
tive sessions, House of Del-
egates and an informational 
fair. Attendees had many 
opportunities to share and 
exchange ideas with retired 

teachers across the state. 
They were also able to dis-
cuss and gather information 
regarding various legislation 
concerning retired teach-
ers, focusing on an agenda 
for the upcoming legislative 
year.

For the first time, a silent 
auction was held to sup-

port TRTA’s Foundation 
program, which provides 
funds for various charitable 
programs and educational 
support for past, present 
and future teachers through 
grants and scholarships. The 
local chapter donated a quilt 
made by Anne Byrom to the 
silent auction.

BETSY CLARK

Everyone has been asking 
about the very famous Pearl 
personality, Kay Pruett. She 
even has a dog named Pearl. 
Kay has recently had hip sur-
gery, but she is back home 
with rehab and doing well. 
In fact, she’s back to her 
old self. Seems like all our 
visitors want to know more 
about Kay, so we thought we 
would tell you little about 
her and her family. 

Kay, her son Russell and 
his wife, Michelle, have been 
instrumental in the care 
and maintenance of the 
Pearl Community for many 
years. Kay, Russell and Mi-
chelle have been caretakers 
of the Pearl Cemetery, the 
Pearl Cottage Bookstore, the 
Pearl Community Fellow-
ship Church, and the Pearl 
Community Center and have 
taken great pride in taking 
care of all of these precious 
Pearl locales. They were in-
strumental in turning the 
“little rock house” on the 
Community Center grounds 
into the Pearl Cottage Book-
store and Resale Shop. A lot 
of hours went into the build-
ing and setting up of the 
bookshelves and placing the 
6,000-plus books into those 
shelves. The Book Cottage, 
a charity house, has been in 
operation for thirteen years 
since. 

Kay, Russell, and Michelle 
were also instrumental in 
reopening the Pearl Method-

ist Church as the Pearl Com-
munity Fellowship Church. 
Many hours went into re-
pairs, cleaning, gardening, 
and turning a storage build-
ing into a fellowship-coffee-
snack area with kitchen and 
bathroom facilities. Addi-
tionally, Kay is “The Care-
taker” of the cemetery. All 
calls about lots, burials and 
funerals go to Kay. She has 
marked the graves/lots and 
was instrumental in writing 
the Pearl Cemetery Book. 
Another big venture of Kay’s 
is that she carried on her 
mother’s love of growing 
succulents and plants. She 
has sold hundreds of those 
plants during the many 
plant sales she has had and 
then donated that money to 
the Book Cottage. 

Additionally, Kay and her 
“sidekick” and partner in the 
Pearl Cottage Bookstore, Lin-
da Ray, were determined to 
keep the Pearl Flea Markets 
alive, taking it over when 
Joy Bates retired from the 
job in 2007. Kay should be 
given the keys to the town of 
Pearl… well she already has 
all the keys to the town of 
Pearl. Actually, Kay deserves 
a crown. Not a day goes by 
that we don’t think about 
Russell and all he did. You 
cannot look around Pearl 
and not see the evidence of 
his handiwork. He is dearly 
missed! Thank you, Kay, 
Russell, and Michelle for 
your many years of service 
to Pearl.

IN OTHER NEWS
Saturday, May 7, the Pearl 

Cottage Book Store and Re-
sale Shop will be open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Surround-
ing the bookstore will be our 
monthly Pearl Flea Market 
with Junk-In-Your-Trunk. 
You can bring a trailer full 
of treasures or a trunk full 
with the rule of First Come-
First Park on the Community 
Center grounds. There will 
be a small fee of $5 charged 
which goes toward the main-
tenance and upkeep of the 

PEARL NEWS

A tribute to Pearl’s famous personality, Kay Pruett, and her family
Pearl Community Center 
building and grounds. Let’s 
grow this every first Saturday 
event (except for September 
when we will be open the sec-
ond Saturday) into the most 
popular flea market event in 
the area.

We’re inviting anyone to 
bring their fresh vegetables 
and/or fruits—only no “al-
ready prepared” food items 
as there will be food in the 
Pearl Community Center 

kitchen for sale to benefit 
the center. If you would like 
to advertise your business, 
bring some business cards 
and join us. 

We always have someone 
interested in real estate, so 
agents in the area are wel-
come to set up a booth. 

People are always asking 
for recommendations for 
people who can clear a lot, 
dig a tank or well, or build a 
fence. For only $5 a booth, 

you can get your message 
out. 

If any bands would like to 
come and play under the pa-
vilion or on the stage, you are 
welcome. Come and spend 
the night on the grounds. RV 
spaces are available. Sites 
are also available for longer 
stays. Full hook-up pull-
throughs. 30 AMPS-$20 per 
night; 50 AMPS-$25 per night. 

For more information on 
renting trailer spaces or the 

Community Center itself, call 
254-223-0621. Pearl Book 
Store Contact Numbers are 
254-865-9282 or 254-865-
5864.

This week’s Bible verse: “Be 
completely humble and gen-
tle; be patient, bearing with 
one another in love. Make ev-
ery effort to keep the unity of 
the Spirit through the bond 
of peace.” Ephesians 4:2-3.

Submit Pearl news at bet-
syclark47@yahoo.com.

CONGRATULATIONS ON A GREAT SEASON!

Medication Compounding Available

2513 S. State TX 36, Gatesville • 254-865-2417

Drive ThruDelivery Available
Gatesville Family 

Dental, P.C.
220 Memorial Dr.

865-7272

“Always putting you first”

Gatesville: 3411 E. Main | 254-865-2783

Evant: 115 S. Memory Ln. | 254-471-5531

Oglesby: 117 FM 1996 | 254-470-2261

108 S. 6th St. • (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

Randi

McFarlin
Coryell County Treasurer

ROGER 
MILLER

Coryell County Judge

Gatesville 

I.S.D.

Hardware • Tools • Lawn & Garden

Heating & Cooling • Home & Decor • More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 • 254-865-6900

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

EXEX

plumbing

MI
D-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MI
D-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

R&M Fencing and Dozing
Barbed Wire • Custom Pipe Fencing • Game Fencing

Entry Ways • Corrals • Barns • Metal Buildings

RESIDENTIAL • FREE ESTIMATES

Larry Riddle: 254-248-2205
Joyce McAdams: 254-248-4318

RAY 
ASHBY

Coryell County 

Commissioner, Precinct 41910 Main Street, Gatesville • 865-7333

Susie Meelbusch: 254-383-2307
300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville

GATESVILLE GOLF
Avery Streetman
Regional Qualifier

(105-107-212)

GATESVILLE 

TENNIS
Stormy Tatum 
2nd Place at

State Tournament

GATESVILLE TRACK 
Carlo Martinez & Vania Martinez – 3rd Place at Regional Tournament

Barrett Boyd – 6th Place at Regional Tournament for High Jump

Regional Qualifiers:

JONESBORO TRACK
Caleb Cristel, Carter Janish, Demarcus Acoff, Eric Thorman, Hunter Thompson, Ian Shoaf,

Jacob Cisneros, Jaden Domel, Layden Nichols, Luke Stephenson, Nathan Forrest, 
Payton Brister, Truett Foote, Tyler Wilson, Alissa Shumate, Mackenzie Coble, Paiton Green, 

Payton Manning, Tenley Scott

OGLESBY TRACK
Kelly De La Torre, Jayda Gonzalez, Heaven Roddy, Kyler Fossett

GATESVILLE SOFTBALL
Bi-district Qualifiers

GATESVILLE BASEBALL 
Bi-district Qualifiers

This page is sponsored by The Gatesville Messenger and these businesses.
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Farm & Ranch

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00029225

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00029297

025

Furniture

Queen bed: headboard, 
frame, mattresses, 
$100.00. Nightstand, 2 
lamps, $25.00. Computer 
desk with shelves, drawer, 
and book case on the side, 
$40.00. Call 254-679-1801. 
00029267

Need a couple of teens to do 
homeowner chores on Satur-
days. Pay $12/hr. 254-223-
1238, Bill Burt. 
00029263

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!
 Experienced Shingle Roofers 
to work on North Fort Hood 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSI-
CAL and BACKGROUND 
CHECK TO OBTAIN AC-
CESS TO MILITARY BAS-
ES. CONTACT JOHNSON 
ROOFING AT 254-662-5571 
OR VIA EMAIL LFULLER@
JROOF.COM   00029291

045

Services

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and
 Commercial

Complete Re-Roofs and 
Repairs

Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 

00029022

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC
Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured.  00029033

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00029295

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00029296

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00029298

060

Garage Sale

Weekly Feature for Tues, 
05/03 - Sat, 05/09 is LINENS! 
The Boys & Girls Club Resale 
Shop, 1706 E. Main. Tuesday-
Friday, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Satur-
day, 9a.m.-3p.m. 00029277

Garage Sale: Granny’s Trash 
& Treasures at Ireland. 6935 
FM 932, Friday & Saturday, 
May 6 & 7, 9am-? 00029284

After Moving Sale: furniture, 
lots of misc. items & clothes. 
Saturday, May 7th, 720 Lov-
ers Lane, Gatesville. 00029285

SAVE THE DATE! Saturday, 
May 7th from 7AM-1PM. 
SALVAGE SISTA’s semi-
annual garage sale! You will 
NOT  nd a better sale this 
weekend! Vintage, antiques, 
nice jewelry! Kitchen, home 
decor, bath, outdoor items, 
tools, linens, toys, pet items, 
and MUCH MORE includ-
ing freebies! Gatesville—228 
Reno Road. Watch for signs. 
Stay off grass if ground is 
wet!  00029286

3 Bedroom, 2 bath brick house 
in Jonesboro. CH/A, appli-
ances, remodeled. $850/mo., 
$600 deposit, one-year lease. 
254-865-2112. 
00029283

$14.50 25 words or less, 1 issue
2nd consecutive issue is free without changes

Additional Words.....................70¢ each
Bold or Centered Type............Add $1.00
Border.......................................Add $1.00
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*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments
Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW
HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 404-2500
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

� RN Unit Manager – FT

� RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

� LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

� CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

� CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

Assisted/Independent Living:
� CNA – FT, Days and nights

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
� CNA-PRN all Shifts

Coryell Health: 
� Outpatient Admission Clerk-FT 
8am-5pm M-F

� Patient accounts for RehabLiving 
Clerk - FT

� LVN – FT
�
� Patient Registration Clerk - FT

� Registration Clerk-FT

Coryell Health Home Health: 
� PCA PRN – Gatesville, Evant and     
Copperas Cove

Culinary: 
� Cook or Cook Assistant – FT 

� Dish Washer - FT

EMS:
� Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – 
FT 

*$8000 SIGN ON BONUS
� EMT B – FT

*$4000 SIGN ON BONUS

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:

• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave
Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and 

supplemental Insurances.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

� EMT B – PRN

� RN – FT All Shifts
*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

� RN - PRN all shifts

ICU:
� RN FT Night Shift

*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Material Management: 
� Maintenance – FT
� Housekeeper – FT

Med Surg:
� RN - FT 7pm-7am
� LVN – FT 7pm-7am
� RN or LVN PRN All Shifts
� CNA-FT Days and nights 

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 

 - 
Goldthwaite:
� X-Ray Technologist-FT

Radiology:
� CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological   
Technologist – PRN
� Cath Lab Tech – FT experience req.

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:
� PACU/Cath Lab RN – FT Cardiac 
Cath Lab experience required

*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

EOE.

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

 

 

Notice of Virtual Public Meeting  
Texas Department of Transportation 

2023 – 2026 Rural Transportation Improvement Program 
WACO DISTRICT  

 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) - Waco District will conduct an online virtual public meeting for 

the 2023 – 2026 Rural Transportation Improvement Program (Rural TIP). The purpose of this meeting is to provide 
information and receive comments on which transportation projects may be coming to your area. The Waco District 
includes Bell, McLennan, Limestone, Hill, Falls, Bosque, Hamilton, and Coryell counties. The Rural TIP includes all 
added capacity and regionally significant projects to be funded within a TxDOT District during the next four years, 
including those eligible for federal funding. As such, this meeting offers the public an opportunity to review and 
comment on the proposed priorities. The Rural TIP is the first step on the road to producing a Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).  

To participate in the virtual public meeting and learn more about projects in Limestone, Hill, Falls, Bosque, Hamilton, 
and Coryell counties, please join us on the time and date indicated below: 
 

  Virtual Public Meeting 

AAvvaaiillaabbllee  oonn  TThhuurrssddaayy,,  MMaayy  1199tthh,,  22002222,,  aatt  44pp..mm..  tthhrroouugghh  MMoonnddaayy,,  
MMaayy  3300tthh,,  22002222  aatt  1111::5599  pp..mm..  
Limestone, Hill, Falls, Bosque, 
Hamilton and Coryell Counties 

Visit www.txdot.gov and keyword search:  
“Rural TIP Waco District 2023-2026” 

 

The Rural TIP meetings are being held pursuant to Title 43, Texas Administrative Code, Section 16.102, which calls 
for an opportunity for public comment concerning the Rural TIP. A short presentation, exhibits explaining how the 
Rural TIP operates, and projects that are included in it will be available to view during the virtual public meeting.  
 
All community members are encouraged to attend the virtual public meeting and provide written comments on the 
proposed program. Comments must be postmarked or otherwise received by Monday, May 30, 2022 to: TxDOT 
Waco District, Attn: Rural TIP; 100 South Loop Drive, Waco, Texas 76704-2858; or by email to 
Christi.Bonham@txdot.gov, Attention: Rural TIP. 
 

Special Accommodations: The virtual public meeting will be conducted in English. If you need an interpreter or 
document translator because English is not your primary language or have difficulty communicating effectively in 
English, one will be provided to you. If you have a disability and need assistance, special arrangements can be made 
to accommodate most needs. If you need interpretation or translation services or are a person with a disability who 
requires an accommodation to attend and participate in the virtual public meeting, please contact Christi Bonham, 
Waco District at (254) 867-2731 no later than 4 p.m. CT, Friday, May 13, 2022.  Please be aware that advance 
notice is required as some services and accommodations may require time for the TxDOT to arrange. 
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070

Land & Lots

045

Services

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00029294

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00029293

045

Services

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00029089

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00029292

Kenneth Russell 
Shredding Service, small 

or large acreage. 
Call 254-223-3119.

00029301

045

Services

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 00029299

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, 
lot clearing, 

stump and brush 
removal. 

254-563-3535 
www.yoseftreeservice.com

00029300

074

Houses for Rent
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Area track competes at regional meets
Gatesville High School had several athletes compete 

in the Class 4A Region I track meet April 29-30 in Lub-
bock.

Sixteen contestants from throughout the region 
competed in each event. The top two in each event will 
advance to the state track meet, held May 12-13 in 
Austin.

Results include:
* Barrett Boyd, 6th in high jump (5’2”)
* Evan Hanson 8th in shot put (47’4”)
* Vania Martinez, 3rd in girls 3200 meter run (11:38), 

tying her own school record
* Carlos Martinez, 3rd in boys 3200 meter run (9:42), 

breaking his own school record
* Barrett Boyd, 3rd in the girls pole vault
* Barrett Boyd, 7th in the girls 100 meter hurdles
* Bethany Penrod, 11th in the girls 800 meter run
* Ashtyn Culley, 7th in the boys long jump
* Evan Hanson, 9th in boys discus
* Luis Macias, 7th in the boys 800 meter run

***
Jonesboro High School had athletes who had a strong 

showing in regional competition in Class 1A.
* Alissa Shumate, 3rd in the girls triple jump
* Alissa Shumate, 3rd in the girls high jump
* Eric Thorman, 3rd in the boys 110 meter hurdles

***
Competing in the regional track meet for Oglesby 

were Kelly De La Torre in the 800 meter run, Jayda 
Gonzalez in the 1600 meter run, Heaven Roddy in the 
200 meter run and Kyler Fossett in the high jump.

Fish active on area lakes as 
temperatures warm

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

HYDE MEDIA OUTDOORS

As a licensed professional fishing guide, Michael Acosta shows you how to find them. He has been a licensed 
guide since 1998. 

The water is warming up, and water temperatures are in the desired range where the fish are really active. 
The water temperature is not too cold or too hot and the fish are feeling it. Just like us in the outdoors in 
comfortable 70-degree weather.

It is also a time that many folks start using live bait for a variety of species and for most days, live bait is a 
great choice.

Recently, on Possum Kingdom for Easter weekend, we had live bait looking for striped bass and sand bass 
near the state park. We located a bunch of fish in the back of Cedar Creek in about 20 feet of water, but they 
would not take the live shad. However, if you dropped a jig/slab, they would hit it on most every drop.

You never really know what to expect, but you go with what works. We loaded the boat with fish by verti-
cally jigging slabs. The fish were biting on movement (reactionary bite) but would not touch the live bait. 

Not only did we catch striped bass, sand bass, but we also caught yellow catfish and drum on jigging slabs. 
I can only attribute this activity to fish willing to chase as they were in their desired “comfortable” water 

temperatures (upper 60s). You would figure that they would eventually hit a live shad, but we did not catch 
one fish on a live bait and sacked up a limit on artificials.

Another thought is that these large schools compete with each other, and the rapid movement of a jigging 
slab draws the strike. 

Easter weekend was also around a full moon, which as many of you know can have the fish feeding at night 
which may slow the bite during the day. Not sure this was the case, but it is something I follow and noted.

The moral of the story is if something is not working, try another option. You may be surprised. 
Each day is a new adventure on the water.

AREA FISHING REPORT
Belton

GOOD. Water lightly stained; 67 degrees; 3.75 feet low. 
White bass continue to be productive with slabs now be-
ing outperformed by the faster moving MAL Heavy and MAL 
Dense lures. Fishing shallow in the early morning in areas 
impacted by the threadfin shad spawn is an easy ticket to 
fish of all sorts, albeit for a limited amount of time until the 
sun shines on the water. Casting into the commotion using 
a steady, moderate retrieve is best. Following that, vertical 
presentations out in 26-38 feet of water along the breakline 
where deep flats drop off is producing incredible numbers of 
fish by simply dropping lure to bottom and racing it up one-
third of the way to the surface. 

Stillhouse Hollow

GOOD. Water lightly stained; 68 degrees; 3.94 feet low. The 
hydrilla is now beginning to sprout, green, and grow toward 
the surface. Numbers of small fish can be taken from over the 
tops of the submerged beds of hydrilla in 8-14 feet of water 
using reaction baits, like shad-imitating spinnerbaits. Larger 
fish are found at the deep edge of the hydrilla in 17-19 feet of 
water using darker, natural hues of soft plastics Texas-rigged 
and Carolina-rigged. 

Waco

GOOD. Water stained; 68-70 degrees; 5.19 feet low. Crappie 
are in 6-12 feet of water on brush piles. A few fish are linger-
ing shallow. Report by Zach Minnix, Jig N Jerk Guide Service. 
The crappie are biting in 2-4 feet of water on minnows or soft 
plastic crappie lure in electric chicken with a chartreuse 1/16 
ounce jig heads under a small cork about a foot and a half 
down. The shad spawn has started and the largemouth and 
white bass are feeding heavy early morning. Topwaters, spin-
nerbaits and squarebills will get the job done early and then 
switch to flipping or finesse later in the day when things die 
down. White bass and hybrids are getting back to the main 
lake and will be feeding heavy early with the largemouth dur-
ing the shad spawn. Catfish are full of eggs mixed in with the 
crappie shallow.

213 E. Main, Gatesville • 254-865-6315
Monday – Saturday, 8am-5:30 pm

Coryell Feed & SupplyCoryell Feed & Supply

Come see our beautiful 

flowers for mom!

Kevin & Tracey Augeri
254-206-3300

4701 S. State Hwy. 36
Gatesville, TX 76528

AUTOMOTIVE & TOWING

4305 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville • 254-248-1441

Visit barebonesbarbeque.com for ticket info.

More Upcoming Shows:
H RICK TREVINO                 5/13/22  

H WILLIAM CLARK GREEN   6/10/22

H KEVIN FOWLER 6/24/22

H Ed Leonard  Every Tuesday 6:30pm

TREAT MOM TO A NIGHT OF 

LIVE MUSIC AND FUN AT THE 

BONE YARD
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GHS baseball season comes to a close

Lady Hornets fall in softball playoffs

BY CHRIS ALLMAN

SPECIAL TO THE MESSENGER

A Gatesville baseball season 
riddled by personnel losses and 
held together by duct tape and 
bailing wire for most of the year 
came to a frustrating end on 
Friday with a 5-3 loss in Glen 
Rose. 

The Hornets finished the sea-
son 9-17 and 4-8 in District 
6A and missed out on a sec-
ond straight playoff appear-
ance by one game. Stephenville 
won the district for the second 
year in a row, followed by Glen 
Rose in second and Brownwood 
in third. Lampasas finished 
fourth.

On Friday, the Hornets turned 
to senior Hayden Mooney – 
the only four-year letterman 
on the squad – to extend their 
season. He responded with a 
gutsy 5 2/3 innings holding 
the Tigers to just four earned 
runs only three days after Glen 
Rose scored 16 times in a win at 
Gatesville. 

Mooney helped his own cause 
and gave the Hornets a 1-0 
lead in the top of the first in-
ning when he hit the first pitch 
he saw for a home run off 
the scoreboard in left center. 
Mooney’s first blast of the year 
invoked the spirit of Roy Hobbs 
as momentarily knocked out 
the lights on the scoreboard. 

In the top of the fifth the Hor-
nets pushed the lead to 2-0. 
Junior Grant Erwin and senior 
Gill Wallace opened the inning 
with a pair of singles and Erwin 
scored when freshman John 
Ibarra doubled to left. Senior 
Parker Allman drew a walk – his 
first of two on the night and his 
team-leading 13th of the year – 

but both were left stranded. 
In the bottom of the inning 

Glen Rose tied it at 2-2 on a 
Braulio Silva homer then took 

a 3-2 on a run-scoring double 
and tacked on another thanks 
to a double-steal to make it 
4-2. 

In the sixth, senior Cayden 
Mata reached and scored on a 
single from junior Carter Wil-
liams to make it 4-3. Williams 
was one of several Hornet un-
derclassmen who saw increased 
time thanks to the loss of sev-
eral players before the during 
the season. 

John Ibarra as a freshman was 
asked to play one of the hardest 
positions on the field at short-
stop. He was unfazed by the 
competition level and showed 
a lot of resilience there,” head 
coach Chase Smith said. “Carter 
Williams kept getting better and 
started playing and swinging 
the bat with confidence towards 
the end of the year. He did a 
good job of playing several po-
sitions and being a utility guy 
for us.”

Mooney retired the first two 
Tigers he faced in the bottom of 
the sixth before giving up a sin-
gle to Silva and handing the ball 
over to Mata. Mata got a ground 
ball from Damian Flores that 
was misplayed allowing Silva 
to score and pushing the Tigers 
lead to 5-3. 

In the top of the seventh, the 
Hornets managed a two-out 
walk from Allman before a fly 
out to right ended the season 
and the careers of seven seniors 
- Mooney, Mata, Allman, Wes-
ley Brown, Gill Wallace, James 
Hamilton, and Kody Hernan-

dez.
“All of our seniors contrib-

uted and will have a lasting ef-
fect on this program and I can’t 
wait to see what they do in the 
future,” Smith said.

This class of seniors saw 
more than its share of ups and 
owns in their four years of high 
school, including the hiring of 
Smith as head coach, a COVID-
shortened sophomore season 
of 2020, breaking a three-year 
playoff drought in 2021, and 
a senior year that started with 
aspirations of a district title and 
ended with five of nine project-
ed starters out for the season. 

In 2021, a young Hornets 
team went 16-12 and lost in 
the bi-district finals to Graham. 
Hopes were more than high 
heading into 2022 before player 
losses consumed the core of the 
club. 

Sophomore All-District left 
fielder Lawson Mooney, junior 
All-District shortstop Banner 
Allman, sophomore pitcher & 
2021 District Newcomer of the 
Year Bralen Veazey, and second 
baseman/pitcher Ayden Neces-
sary were all lost for the year in 
the fall. 

Then, in the Hornets’ 4-3 
district win over Lampasas, ju-
nior Camden Galindo was lost 
for the remainder of the year. 
At the time of his loss, Galindo 
was hitting .323 and getting on 
base at a .577 clip.

“All the injuries before the 
season started were devastat-
ing but that did give some guys 

who might not have gotten as 
much playing time a lot of real-
ly good experience to pull from 
in the future,” said Smith.

Despite the unexpected re-
sults there were examples of 
just how good Gatesville base-
ball is and will continue to be. 
The Hornets swept Lampasas 
for the season, lost a 2-1 deci-
sion to state-ranked Cameron 
Yoe behind a complete game 
two-hitter from Grant Erwin, 
and started the district sched-
ule 4-2. 

Gatesville heads into a new 
district in 2023 with the likes 
of China Spring, Robinson, Sal-
ado, La Vega, and Connally but 
hopes remain high – perhaps 
higher than they were heading 
into 2022. The Hornets will re-
turn 13 lettermen and promote 
players from a junior varsity 
that went 15-7-2.  

“We have a lot to build off of 
and a lot of really good play-
ers coming up on our JV and 
JH kids coming up next year 
that give us a lot to get excited 
about,” Smith said. “We will go 
into another tough district, and 
I know the guys coming back 
are eager to get back out there 
and we as a coaching staff will 
be ready as well.”

The District 6-4A commit-
tee meeting met on Monday to 
determine this season’s all-dis-
trict honors. Selections will be 
announced once all 6-4A teams 
have been eliminated from the 
postseason.
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(Left) Matti Robinette watches the ball after making a hit for Gatesville the Lady Hornets final district home game. (Right) Kallie Featherston, a freshman, was a strong starting pitcher for GHS. The Lady Hornets 
advanced to the bi-district playoffs on April 29, falling to Burkburnett in two games, 5-3 and 2-0, in Mineral Wells.
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Jacob Ybarra puts the ball in play for the Hornets in a clash with the Glen Rose Tigers in Gatesville. The Hornets narrowly missed a second straight trip to the playoffs, fall-
ing to Glen Rose in the final two games of the season.
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Cayden Mata awaits the pitch during a game between the Gatesville Hornets and 
Glen Rose Tigers in Gatesville.


