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GISD, local DA’s office strengthen partnership
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

The Gatesville Independent School District 
Board of Trustees approved entering into 
a memorandum of understanding with the 
Coryell County District Attorney’s Office to 
share resources.

“This will allow us to share information 
and resources and help to get our students 
the support they need,” said Scott Harper, 
assistant superintendent for administrative 
services for GISD.

He said the memorandum will help build 
a strong connection between the school dis-
trict and the DA’s office, not just focusing on 

defendants but also on helping victims.
“When we start looking at things families 

need, we can look into stockpiling resources 
and reaching dropouts,” Harper said. “We 
have 41 who seem to have fallen off the face 
of the earth, and this will help us work to 
find them.

“We can also focus on how we can get them 
back and help them get back on track by get-
ting a high school diploma.

“This is an exciting time and will help us 
reach kids we haven’t been able to reach in 
the past.”

Sharing data will “help ensure students 
don’t fall through the cracks,” Harper said.

He said district threat assessments can 

help reinforce student safety each day.
“The more information we have, the better 

it is,” Harper said. “Hopefully, we’re filling 
gaps. As you know more, you can do more. 
We can do what’s best for kids.”

School board President Charles Ament 
asked about the response of the DA’s office 
to the agreement.

“Is the DA’s office as excited about this as 
you are?” Ament asked.

“Absolutely,” Harper said. “They are al-
ways working to get more information out to 
people.”

School board member Calvin Ford said he 
also thinks the DA’s office is looking forward 
to sharing more information.

“I agree they are excited,” Ford said. “I 
think this is a wonderful thing – one of the 
best things that can happen – and it’s much 
needed.”

Sometimes, concerns may not be shared 
and collaborating more closely can make a 
difference, Harper said.

“If nothing else, it can make somebody 
aware (of concerns) who cares,” he said.

“I agree with Calvin – I think this is phe-
nomenal,” Ament said.

“I think it’s outstanding – long overdue,” 
said board member Jimmie Ferguson.

“It’s what we need,” said board member 
Linda Maxwell.

Celebrating local Golden Deeds
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Outstanding students, as well 
as a firefighter, peace officer, 
healthcare professional, educa-
tor and community members were 
honored during the Gatesville 
Exchange Club’s Golden Deeds 
Banquet on April 25 at First United 
Methodist Church of Gatesville.

This was the first time the ban-
quet has been held since 2019 be-
cause of COVID-19 disruptions in 
2020 and 2021.

“It’s good to celebrate what a 
wonderful community we live in,” 
said JoAnn Sugg, a member of the 
Exchange Club Board of Directors.

The first award presented was 
the Proudly We Hail Award, which 
went to Thomas Bone for his dis-
play of the American flag.

Tabitha Tippit, assistant direc-
tor of nursing at Hillside Medi-
cal Lodge, was honored with the 
Healthcare Professional Award.

The Peace Officer Award went to 
Gatesville Police Sgt. Michael Co-
chran.

“He has over 26 years’ experience 
in law enforcement and has been in 
Gatesville since 2014,” said Gates-
ville PD Patrol Lt. Georg Cleverley. 
“He counsels and mentors officers 
and is doing the work of two patrol 
sergeants with the retirement of 
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OUTSTANDING STUDENTS: Four local students were presented with scholarships during the Gatesville Exchange Club Golden Deeds Banquet on April 25. Pictured are 
David Kennon, who received a $1,000 scholarship; Luis Macias, who received a $500 scholarship; Alyssa Molina, who received a $500 scholarship; Exchange Club mem-
ber JoAnn Sugg; and Evonna Pitrucha, who received a $1,000 scholarship.

The fury of a woman scorned
BY DAVID SCOTT

STAFF WRITER

On Feb. 2, 1909, tensions were 
riding high in the district court-
room at the Coryell County Court-
house. A town divided had come 
to witness a much-discussed court 
case…that would never culminate 
with a verdict. 

When multiple gun shots rang 
out in the packed courtroom, 
those assembled were scrambling 
to avoid the sudden spray of bul-
lets fired by a woman who was 
“wronged” by the man who was on 
trial for seducing her. Inside the 
crowded courtroom, some specta-
tors were sitting in the window-
sills when the shots rang out. One 
of those people, fearing he would 
be shot, jumped from the second 
story window, falling to the ground 
and breaking his leg. In the end, 
four people had been shot in the 
courtroom. The one who died in-
stantly was John Hanes, the defen-
dant accused of seduction.

The story began in March of 
1907. Several versions of the story 
have often been embellished over 
the years. Verna Ware was an 
18-year-old young lady of medium 
build with dark hair and dark eyes. 

She had become acquainted with 
John Hanes, a young man who was 
22 years of age. One version of the 
story is that Hanes, who was said 
to have been a pharmacist, had se-
cretly placed drugs in chocolates 
that he gave to Ware at a picnic, 
and after she was sedated, he took 
advantage of her. The other story, 

and most likely the more accurate 
version, was that Hanes had escort-
ed Ware to a dance in the western 
regions of Coryell County where 
the two had ended up spending the 
night together and thus resulted in 
Ware becoming pregnant.

 Internet study approved
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

The Coryell County Commissioners Court approved participation 
in a broadband internet evaluation by the Foresight Group despite 
reservations about the $249,280 price tag.

The study is expected to help determine the county’s internet 
needs and could also help the county obtain grant funding to help 
fill the gaps when it comes to technology.

The commissioners court approved the contract with Commis-
sioner Ray Ashby voting against the measure.

“I’m not against broadband, I’m just against spending that much 
for the study,” Ashby said.

Commissioner Kyle Matthews had also voiced concerns about the 
cost, and the extent to which the county might be expected to pro-
vide the information for the study.

“That’s a lot of information they’re requesting, and I feel if they’re 
doing the study, they’re the ones who need to gather the informa-
tion,” Matthews said.

Lee Comer, a representative of the Foresight Group, said if the 
county had the information, “we’d love to have access to it. Other-
wise, if you could make some introduction to those who have the 
data, we can get that data.”

County Judge Roger Miller said in order to be eligible for grants to 
enhance local internet service, the study is an important part of the 
process.

“There is federal funding available,” Miller said. “we’re not go-
ing to be able to get a lot of what’s available without having gone 
through this process. It’s beneficial to our citizens and our county, 
and we’ve discussed internet concerns for years.”
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This Coryell County courtroom was the scene of an attack by a woman who had 
been rejected by a suitor after he seduced her. Four were shot and three died in the 
1909 incident.
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Short term and long term care

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 76528
254-865-7575 | Visit us at www.hillsideml.com

Hillside Medical 
Lodge donates van.
See page 10 for more information.
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On Dec. 24, 1908, Verna 
Ware gave birth to a healthy 
baby girl whom she named 
Opal Kathryn. The exact 
relationship between Ware 
and John Hanes remains 
unknown, but the following 
month after her daughter’s 
birth, on January 23, 1909, 
seduction charges were filed 
against John Hanes. A deadly 
court case would ensue the 
following month. Both Verna 
and John came from well-
known and respectable farm 
families. The community be-
came divided…some coming 
to Verna’s defense and oth-
ers to John’s.

On the day of the shooting, 
Verna Ware and her brother 
were standing in the rotunda 
of the courthouse watching 
the proceedings through an 
inside window which sepa-
rated the courtroom from 
the rotunda. Some reports 
say that she feared that 
Hanes would not be con-
victed of seduction and that 
was when she took matters 
into her own hands. Before 
she could be stopped, Ware 
pulled a 38 Colt revolver 
from her purse and shot 
Hanes at least twice and then 
shot three other men in the 
courtroom who were said to 
be his character witnesses. 
Newspaper accounts said 
that after she had shot the 

men, she put the gun to her 
own head, but that the gun 
was wrestled away from her 
before she could fire.

Ware was taken to the 
Coryell County Jail where 
physicians reported her to 
be in a “critical condition of 
nervous collapse.” She had to 
wait in jail a few days before 
the grand jury could charge 
her. During that time, news-
papers reported that there 
were “threats of violence” 
made against her by friends 
of John Hanes. One account 
reported that “a party was 
formed which threatened a 
lynching, but its leader was 
arrested, and the rest were 
dispersed by officers.”

The grand jury returned 
three bills of indictment for 
murder and one for carrying 
a pistol. Ware’s bond was set 
at $7,500 which was deter-
mined by $2,500 for each 
charge of murder. The bond 
was provided by prominent 
citizens of the community 
who sympathized with Ware 
and her condition.

Ware’s trial began in the 
latter part of 1909. In Au-
gust, it was reported that the 
courtroom was filled to ca-
pacity with 120 men, visitors, 
and witnesses. The window 
in the courtroom through 
which Ware had fired the 
fatal shots had been painted 
over and the sheriff had de-
clared that everyone entering 
the courtroom would come 
through one door and no one 

with firearms of any kind 
would be permitted to enter.

The trial continued on un-
til February of 1910 when a 
verdict of “not guilty” was 
rendered by the jury. The 
judge had instructed the jury 
to deliberate the charges of 
first-degree murder, man-
slaughter, and self-defense. 
Ware’s legal defense con-
tinued to press for a plea of 
insanity and irrepressible 
impulse, which apparently 
worked since newspapers 
reported that during the 
trial “many pathetic scenes 
took place that moved the 
jury and spectators alike to 
tears.”

The year following her 
vindication, Verna Ware mar-
ried W.R. Eck in Gatesville 
when her daughter Opal was 
nearly three years of age. 
Opal believed W.R. Eck to be 
her father and would carry 
his name until she married. 
W.R., Verna, and Opal would 
later live in the Dallas area 
before moving to Oklahoma 
and eventually, to Utah – far 
away from any memories 
that might haunt her.

Verna Ware Eck died on 
July 31, 1973, in Clearfield, 
Utah. Her obituary men-
tioned that she was a sales-
woman and buyer for a 
clothing store. She was also 
a member of the Baptist 
Church and a member of the 
Business and Professional 
Women’s Club. Her only sur-
vivor was her daughter, Opal.
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The price tag is an issue for 
Matthews, he said.

“My concern is that it’s 
a lot of money,” Matthews 
said. “We’ve done these stud-
ies before and nothing hap-
pened. I don’t want a situa-
tion where two years from 
now we’re still in the same 
situation because the compa-
ny that’s been grandfathered 
in (to provide service) to the 
Gatesville area doesn’t want 
to upgrade. My concern is 
the cost and the buy-in from 
other entities.”

Commissioner Daren 
Moore said he believes up-
grading local internet service 
is important.

“I think this is essential 
to business – even a very 
small business,” he said. 
“It all focuses on access to 
broadband. We’re really be-
ing left behind if we don’t do 
something. If it costs twice 
as much and gets something 

done, it’s still a good invest-
ment. This is essential, or 
businesses will go elsewhere. 
It’s also important for dis-
tance learning. We want to 
keep the businesses we have 
without them going some-
where else.”

Matthews said he agreed, 
and noted smaller commu-
nities such as Evant, Jones-
boro, and Oglesby have all 
been able to upgrade inter-
net speeds because of grants 
and decisions by companies 
serving them.

“The company that’s here 
(in Gatesville) has the ability 
to do that and it’s not doing 
it,” he said.

Miller said he has talked to 
some local superintendents, 
including for the Jonesboro 
and Gatesville school dis-
tricts, as well as Copperas 
Cove, and each has said they 
have some students who do 
not have internet access at 
home.

“To me there are three 
areas – with businesses, 
education and emergency 

services,” Miller said. “We’re 
not going to entice growth 
or even keep what we have 
without connectivity. I be-
lieve a lot of the funding – 
and this is strictly my opin-
ion – will focus on bringing 
high-speed broadband to ru-
ral and underserved areas.

“I am pretty sure if you’re 
in downtown Dallas, you 
have access to high-speed 
internet. The need for a stu-
dent in Dallas to have that 
internet access is no greater 
than the need of a student in 
Coryell County.”

Miller said he also believes 
emergency services will fo-
cus more on the internet.

“It’s huge for a rural area to 
be able to provide that,” he 
said. “This gives us the foun-
dation to build on. The coun-
ty has dedicated $2.5 million 
in (American Recovery Plan 
Act) funds for broadband 
and internet. Those previ-
ous studies had no funding 
mechanism for implementa-
tion, and now we do.”

“I see this as a very unique 
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Saluting those who stand 
in the gap for community

Whether it’s keeping us 
safe from the kind of fires 
that recently raged at Fort 
Hood, preventing many 
crime threats that we may 
never even know about or 
saving someone’s life during 
a medical crisis, I am very 
thankful for the people who 
stand in the gap to help pro-
tect our community.

During World War II, Win-
ston Churchill, the leader of 
Great Britain, paid tribute to 
the British fighter pilots who 
kept the Nazi war machine 
from subjugating his nation. 
His famous quote, “Never 
have so many owed so much 
to so few” rings true today.

Firefighters, law enforce-
ment officers, first respond-
ers, EMTs, doctors and 
nurses play such a big role 
in helping our society avoid 
plunging into chaos.

When I reported on the 
local fire departments rush-
ing to the aid of Fort Hood 
as fires spread on the post, 
I thought of the dedication 
and sacrifice those men and 
women make on a regular 
basis.

In small towns, we know 
many of our law enforce-
ment officers, firefighters 
and first responders on a 
first name basis. There is a 
strong respect and apprecia-
tion for the job they do to 
keep us safe. I am glad I live 
in a place where we enjoy 
that kind of environment. 
Not everyone does.

While some of what they 

do is recognized, there is 
much more they do on a dai-
ly basis that often goes un-
noticed, but no doubt those 
are many of the things which 
enable us to sleep safely at 
night and also go about our 
routine business in peace 
each day. And when crises 
do threaten us, it is amazing 
to know that there are dedi-
cated men and women who 
have our backs, who step up 
and do their best no matter 
the challenges.

Hats off to those who pro-
tect us so well. Life would 
be far more precarious and 
hazardous without their vital 
service.

Lu, what do you think?
***

Tallulah: I am very thank-
ful to all of those who help 

keep people and pets 
safe. I agree with all 
you named, but I want 
to add veterinarians to 
the list, too.

So many people have 
a heart of gold when 
taking care of people 
and animals.

I know you have a 
great appreciation for 
our military, too, but 
we’ll focus on that in 
another column.

I was so thankful to 
see all the people who 
rallied together in our 
community to raise 
funds for the police 
dog, Stana, who had 
to retire because of a 
medical need.

It’s great to see fellow dogs 
are doing their part to serve 
our community, too.

Some fire departments 
have a dog, and dogs can 
also help bring joy and love 
to people who have gone 
through difficult times.

I know people take the 
lead, but there are also dogs 
in our community that help 
make it a better place to. I 
guess that goes for kitty cats, 
too, and other animals that 
help enrich people’s lives.

I suppose I’ve gotten a bit 
off topic, but that’s a dog’s 
prerogative. If you want to 
get a dog’s view, there will 
be inevitable wandering and 
sniffing from time to time.

Jeff & Tallulah can be 
reached at jeff@gatesvillem-
essenger.com.

Jeff’s Reflections &

Lu’s Views

By Jeff Osborne & Tallulah
Jeff Osborne is senior staff writer 
and editor for the Gatesville Messen-
ger and Tallulah is his trusted bor-
der collie-Jack Russell terrier mix.

With her extensive education in podiatry and multiple 

certifications for diagnosing and treating conditions 

of the foot and ankle, Dr. Bari exemplifies Coryell 

Health’s commitment to quality, personal care. Dr. 

Bari is accepting new patients at her clinics in 

Clifton, Gatesville, Goldthwaite and Temple. 

WHERE YOU ALWAYS FEEL AT HOME

(254) 248-6204   |  CoryellHealth.org

Welcomes  New

Podiatrist!

Dr. Rebecca Bari, DPM
Gatesville | Clifton | Goldthwaite | Temple

Moore’s Service CenterMoore’s Service Center
SERVING THE AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY SINCE 1991.

1425 U.S. Hwy. 84 East, Star, TX 76880 | 325-948-3595

www.MooresServiceCenter.com

Try it. Buy it.
ONE OF OUR BUGGEST ANNUAL SALES EVENTS, 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF KUBOTA IN THE U.S.

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, May 7 • 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Register for a coupon up to $250
• Lunch at Noon • Demos • Special financing
• One-day specials • Door prizes • Obstacle course for kids
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Golden Deeds Banquet 2022

another patrol sergeant.”
The Firefighter Award was pre-

sented to Lee Walters, who has 
been with the Gatesville Volun-
teer Fire Department since 2013. 
He previously worked for a fire 
department in Maryland. Walters 
has worked as canine handler for 
the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice.

“He is certified as a master fire-
fighter and is the training chief for 
the department,” said Gatesville 
Fire Chief Billy Vaden.

Sharon Inbody, who teaches 
health science classes for Gatesville 
High School, was Educator of the 
Year.

“She was selected by the students 
for this award,” said Gatesville In-
dependent School District Superin-
tendent Barrett Pollard.

“She helps prepare our future 

medical professionals,” said GHS 
Principal Marie Barrows.

Exchange Club President Alan 
Mathis won the Senior Citizen 
Award.

“He is fun loving, loves family, 
loves people and is very dedicated,” 
said Exchange Club board member 
Helen Munday. “He is also involved 
in the Lions Club, American Legion, 
Silver-Haired Legislature, helps 
with the North Fort Hood Council, 
is a HAM radio operator and un-
loads food trucks for the Gatesville 
Care Center.

After 23 years in the U.S. Army, 
Mathis retired and then worked 
as a civilian military contractor in 
Iraq.

The Care Award for exceptional 
service and going above and be-
yond the call of duty went to Becky 
Coward, who is the County Exten-
sion Office’s 4-H Youth Develop-
ment agent.

“She has given exceptional ser-
vice to children in our community, 

including my children, helping 
them become what they are today,” 
said Coryell County Commissioner 
Kyle Matthews.

Students of the Year were Haley 
Luensmann and Cooper Sutton. 
Luensmann has served as the Texas 
Future Farmers of America District 
8 vice president and attended the 
FFA national meeting in Indianapo-
lis. Sutton was named to the Texas 
Academic All-State Football Team 
and was selected to participate in 
the Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes Heart of Texas Victory Bowl.

Four students were awarded 
scholarships. Luis Macias and Alis-
sa Molina each won $500 scholar-
ships. David Kennon and Evonna 
Pitrucha each earned $1,000 schol-
arships. Each student has over-
come significant challenges.

Macias “came to America for a 
better life and has excelled in aca-
demics and athletes,” Sugg said. 
“He works at El Tapatio and has 
been accepted to both Tarleton 

State and Texas Southern.”
Molina “was born to a drug-ad-

dicted mother which has resulted 
in health problems for her,” Sugg 
said. “She has had lung problems 
and was raised by her grandfather. 
She is an excellent student and will 
be the first in her family to go to 
college. She was in the band all four 
years and has been accepted to Ste-
phen F. Austin State University.”

Kennon’s family moved frequent-
ly “because of his father’s addic-
tion to drugs, and his grandfa-
ther stepped in to raise him, so he 
moved to Gatesville in junior high,” 
Sugg said. “He helped care for 
his grandparents while attending 
high school, participated in FFA, 
has been accepted to Tarleton and 
wants to be a vet.”

Pitrucha overcame a situation in 
which “both parents were incar-
cerated for drug abuse and child 
abuse,” Sugg said. “She was in 
(Child Protective Services) custo-
dy for eight years before she was 

adopted. She has played volleyball 
all four years and has excelled in 
academics. She will attend McLen-
nan Community College to become 
a vet tech.”

Exchangeite of the Year was Clark 
Burns, for his volunteer efforts and 
consistent dedication to Exchange 
Club activities and ideals.

Cody and Erika Archie received 
the Book of Golden Deeds Award.

“They are dedicated volunteers 
who have over several years con-
tributed to the community,” Cow-
ard said during the presentation. 
“They have been co-owners of Valet 
Cleaners since 2012 and had host-
ed annual coat drives, sponsored 
youth sports teams, and Cody has 
coached flag football.

“They have also helped to spon-
sor numerous events including the 
Coryell County Youth Fair. They 
are leaders at Hay Valley Baptist 
Church and help lead youth activi-
ties and work with 4-H.”

GOLDEN
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FIREFIGHTER AWARD: Billy Vaden presents the Firefighter Award to 
Lee Walters.
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POLICE AWARD: Georg Cleverley stands with Police Award winner 
Michael Cochran.
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HEALTHCARE AWARD: Winner Tabitah Tippit (center) stands with 
Penny Nielsen and  Michael Beasley.
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BOOK OF GOLDEN DEEDS: Erika and Cody Archie were honored for 
service, sponsorship, mentorship and leadership.
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CARE AWARD: Winner and local 4-H Director Becky Coward stands 
with her husband, Will. 
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TEACHER AWARD: Superintendent Barrett Pollard stands with win-
ner Sharon Inbody and Principal Marie Barrows.
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EXCHANGEITE OF YEAR: Club President Alan Mathis stands with 
winner Clark Burns.
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PROUDLY WE HAILED: Winner Thomas Bone stands with club Presi-
dent Alan Mathis.
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SENIOR AWARD:  Winner Alan Mathis stands with Rosemary Mathis 
and Helen Munday.

STUDENTS OF THE YEAR: Local 
Students of the Year were Coo-
per Sutton and Hailey Luen-
smann.

JEFF OSBORNE |  
THE GATESVILLE  
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Exchange Club serves area
The Gatesville Exchange Club has served 

the Gatesville community for 39 years.
Its mission statement is to work to make 

our communities a better place to live.
2021-2022 officers are:
* President Alan Mathis
* Secretary Faye Nichols
* Treasurer JoAnn Sugg
* Public Relations Officer Lauren Morrell
2021-2022 Board of Directors include:
* Mary Bruton
* Clark Burns
* Nathan Gohlke
* Marilyn Secrest
* Bill Trotter
* Kerry Berglund
Meetings are held at 7 a.m. each Thursday 

at the Junction at 36 restaurant, 1216 Texas 
Highway 36 in Gatesville.

The Gatesville Exchange Club has donated 

more than $15,000 to community service 
projects this past year.

Club activities and donations include:
* Child Seat Safety Check
* Christmas for Foster Children
* Taste of Gatesville
* Field of Honor
* Fire Ant 100k Bicycle Tour
* Give a Kid a Flag to Wave
* Day of the Child
* Golden Deeds Banquet
* Freedom Shrine
* Righteous Roots
* Back Pack Program
* Children’s Advocacy Center
* Special Olympics
* The Big Sting
* Rainbow Room
* Food For Families
* Other community activities/events



lie Smith, Avery Streetman, 
Hunter Swindall, Addison 
Taylor, Cameron Thompson, 
Mariah Votruba, Memphis 
Wells.

10th Grade
Riley Aaron, Barrett Boyd, 

Max Carpenter, Lilyana Car-
rillo, Wyatt Dunbar, Zoee 
Gribble, Anna Laskowski, 

11th Grade
Payton Armstrong, Lena 

Clawson, Kylie Cox, Wil-
liam Crozier, Lindsey Cum-
mings, Rosalee Dilly, Slone 
Early, Brenden Gohlke, Kason 
Herbelin, Sara Hernandez, 
John Meharg, Kallyn More-
land, Aydan Necessary, Maria 
Olvera Rodriguez, Dawson 
Poliquin, Ty Warren, Carter 
Williams

12th Grade 
Matthew Arrington, Ciera 

Billingsley, Wesley Brown, 
Brett Byler, Joao Francisco 
Cerqueira Lima Chaves, Ra-
chel Conner, Peyton Dooley, 
Hazlee Edwards, Zane Foster, 
Jaiden Gomez, James Ham-
ilton, David Kennon, Jordon 
Kinkade, Hailey Luensmann, 
Nicole McGinn, Kaitlynn Mer-
ritt, Cheyenne Miller, Anna 
Mitchell, Shandiin Monroe, 
Hayden Mooney, Tina Moran, 
Camden Morra, Avery Mul-
lins, Allison Pearce, Jorja Pen-
ny, Lexi Poston, Kalli Robi-
nette, Jessi Salas, Bella Smith, 
Brenon Smith, Baylee Snoddy, 
Harlee Snoddy, Juleeva Sun, 
Cooper Sutton, Tyler Sutton, 
Stormy Tatum, Riann Tippit, 
Brendan Wrisk

A/B HONOR ROLL
9th Grade
Jack Armstrong, Devyn 

Ayala, Logan Biggs, Audrey 
Blanco, Roland Bowen, Mason 
Brizendine, Destiny Camp-
bell, Jaylyn Campos, Grace 
Carothers, Rosa Castillo, 
Carvin Coppersmith, Tyson 
Crawford, Bradley Crozier, 
Dillon Daniels, Jayden Dav-
enport, Karilyn Dudik, Mason 
Emigh, Kallie Featherston, 
Kloye Feldman, Reagan Fitts, 
Ranyah Garraway, Raylee 
Glover, Dylan Granados, Max 
Healer, Torri Hobbs, Amelia 
Holden, Juan Ibarra, Clayton 
Jones, Keira Jones, Tiffany 
Kollman, Vincent Lira-Rodri-
guez, Evan McCracken, Avery 
Meelbusch, Tamiah Miller, 
Trae Miller, Brayden Mills, Lo-
gan Morgan, Hayden Mullins, 
Malachi Olvera, Rexall Owen, 
Laura Perez, Brianna Petrie, 
Emryss Robles, Dominyk 
Romero, Keira Ruiz, Katelyn 
Sanchez, Foster Shirley, Ariel 
Short, Yeri Solano, Maryjane 
Stevens, Chloe Stovall, Carol-
marie Szustak, Jade Villegas, 
Kaitlyn Walden, Myia Wal-
pole, Hayleigh Webb, Zayla 
Wisehart, Addison Woods, 
Royce Wright, Alaynah Wrisk

10th Grade
Tommy Aaron, Sean Agui-

lar, Juan Almendariz, Madi-
son Ayres, Cameron Baker, 
Elizabeth Bales, Blake Barnes, 
Charlee Barron, Kale Branum, 
Coral Bryant, Zachary Bry-
ant, Lorelai Byrd, Jonathan 
Chavez, Cayleigh Coursey, 
Taylor Coward, Nathan El-

2000 block of Waco Street.
4:48 p.m., an armed sus-

pect was reported in the 100 
block of N. 19th Street.

9:24 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1200 
block of E. Main Street.

11:04 p.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in the 
1200 block of Bridge Street.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
April 24

12:34 a.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
100 block of Shell Mountain 
Road.

8:37 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
1829 between FM 107 and 
Hwy. 84.

11:06 a.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
100 block of Robert Street.

11:27 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 11000 block of 
E. Hwy. 84.

11:49 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 3800 block of 
Greenbriar Road.

7:19 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 3300 block of 
Old Fort Gates Road.
April 25

8:41 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported on S. 
Hwy. 36 at CR 360.

8:55 a.m., a civil mat-
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An introduction to geo-
caching class will be held at 
Mother Neff State Park on 
Saturday, May 14, from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. The class, 
instructed by Ron Willis, will 
be free. There will be a park 
entrance fee – adults $2 per 
person, children under 12 

Gatesville Adaptive Sports 
will be sponsoring a Field 
Day on Saturday, May 14, 
from 3 p.m. until 5 p.m. at 
Faunt Le Roy Park’s walking 
trail.

The group invites Gates-

Team Gatesville, a delega-
tion of Special Olympics 
Texas, provides year-round 
social opportunities, sports 
training and athletic compe-
tition in a variety of Olympic-
type sports for children and 
adults with intellectual dis-
abilities.

Since the reopening of 
in-person activities, Team 
Gatesville has participated in 
four Area 12 meets, compet-
ing in bocce, basketball and 
track and field events. The 
team currently is preparing 

Pearl Church of Christ re-
cently announced they would 
be hosting their Vacation 
Bible School on Monday, May 
30, through Friday, June 3, 

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

Gatesville Chamber of Commerce

Visit us at www.Gatesvilletx.info

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:

Hot Ash Tobacco

First Community Title

Street Ogre Forge

2307 HWY. 36 SOUTH 

GATESVILLE, TX 76528

254-865-2617

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
April 24

2:15 a.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 2500 
block of E. Main Street.

8:13 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 
14000 block of W. Hwy. 84
April 25

8:11 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 200 block of 
N. 7th Street.

2:43 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 200 block of 
S. Lovers Lane.

3:08 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2800 block of S. 
State Hwy. 36.

3:18 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Veazey Drive.

4:31 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Thackston Lane.

5:06 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1100 

COURTESY PHOTO

Family geocaching at one of Texas’  beautiful state parks

Geocaching at Mother Neff
will be free.

Come learn all about geo-
caching, a modern-day trea-
sure hunt with technology. 
Geocaching combines out-
door adventure and the use 
of GPS tracking. It’s fun to 
do alone or with family and 
friends. You will even have an 

opportunity to enjoy the park 
and find your first geocaches.

Mother Neff State Park is 
located at 1921 State Park 
Road 14 in southeastern Co-
ryell County. For more infor-
mation, please call the park 
headquarters at 254-853-
2389.

Gatesville Special Olympics 
returns to action next month

to compete at Summer State 
Games, set for May 12-15 at 
Morgan’s Wonderland Inclu-
sive Park in San Antonio. 

Heidi Clough, head of the 
delegation, said she and the 
team would like to thank the 
community of Gatesville and 
surrounding areas. 

“We are humbled and 
grateful for the unparalleled 
kindness, prayers and sup-
port for our organization,” 
she said. “As the team does 
not receive any outside fund-
ing, this generosity is inte-

gral to our ability to serve 
and improve the wellbeing 
and quality of life for our 
athletes.”

If you would like to assist 
with state expenses, dona-
tions may be mailed to P.O. 
Box 255, Gatesville, Texas 
76528. 

More information can be 
found at facebook.com/
teamgatesville, sotx.org 
or by emailing teamgates-
ville12@yahoo.com.

Gatesville Adaptive Sports to 
host Field Day on May 14

ville residents and those in 
the surrounding areas to join 
them for a little baseball fun. 
Special needs children of all 
ages are welcome to partici-
pate. 

For more information 

about Field Day or Gatesville 
Adaptive Sports, please con-
tact Kara Dotson at 254-206-
0064 or visit their Facebook 
page.

Pearl Church of Christ to hold VBS
from 9 a.m. until noon each 
day.

The theme for Vacation 
Bible School this year will be 
“The Chosen – Let us be Fish-

ers of Men. ” 
Pearl Church of Christ is 

located at 6790 FM 183. For 
more information, please call 
254-865-9282.

The Turnersville Commu-
nity Center Association will 
hold its quarterly meeting 
on Monday, May 2, at 6 p.m. 
The meeting is scheduled to 
take place at the community 
center and will be open to the 

Turnersville Community Center 
to hold its quarterly meeting

public to attend.
The community center is 

a family-friendly gathering 
place for recreation, commu-
nity, education, and the arts. 
It is located at 8115 FM 182 
in Turnersville.

For more information 
about the quarterly meet-
ing, please contact the asso-
ciation’s secretary, Dorothy 
Wagoner, at 254-494-0110.

block of S. Lovers Lane.
April 26

7:29 a.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported on CR 320.

11:46 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 2800 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

2:54 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2300 block of 
Bridge Street.

4:34 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 200 block of S. 
Lutterloh Avenue.

5:18 p.m., animal cruel-
ty was reported in the 200 
block of N. 7th Street.

8:41 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 300 
block of E. Main Street.
April 27

12:54 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 300 
block of FM 107.

1:33 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
1200 block of W. Main Street.

1:52 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 

ter was reported in the 100 
block of Canyon Drive.

10:45 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
5500 block of FM 2412.

10:51 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 600 
block of State School Road.

1:50 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
1200 block of Straws Mill 
Road.

6:21 p.m., the burglary of a 
building was reported in the 
2700 block of S. FM 116.
April 26

8:06 a.m., a stolen vehicle 
was reported in the 1200 
block of CR 238.

12:40 p.m., a suspicious 
vehicle was reported in the 
3000 block of N. FM 116.

7:03 p.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 11000 
block of S. Hwy. 36.

7:21 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
700 block of Northern Hills.

9:02 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported on city prop-
erty on FM 215.

11:45 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 4400 block of FM 1783.
April 27

12:54 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported on FM 116 
and Vista Road.

3:00 a.m., a suspicious ve-
hicle was reported on S. Hwy. 
36 and Leon River Bridge.

5:43 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
3600 block of CR 269.

9:10 a.m., illegal burn-
ing was reported in the area 
around Leisure Acres.

6:21 p.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 800 block of 
CR 115.

7:02 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
100 block of Harrell Drive. 

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of April 24 –27.  While there were 
many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls 
should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 
865-7201.

The Gatesville High 
School recently released 
the names of students who 
qualified for the A and the 
A/B Honor Roll. The stu-
dents included:

A HONOR ROLL
9th Grade 
Brianna Allen, Hannah 

Bartlett, Romi Bomar, Jeret 
Burks, Kyle Casey, Teagan 
Comer, John Davidson, 
Ryleigh Eaton, Jackson Er-
win, Kasey Fitzer, Kinlee 
Gardner, Madison Hester, 
Katherine Hopson, Alexan-
der Johnson, Emily Kelly, 
Elaina Knobloch, Caleb 
Mannix, Jahaziel Martinez, 
Vania Martinez-Jaramillo, 
Emilie Moore, Dana My-
ers, Dutch Nielsen, Andrea 
Ortiz Saenz, Allyson Pen-
rod, Roman Perez, Gabriel 
Pollard, Lucy Pritchett, Ian 
Rainer, Liam Shoaf, Cal-

liott, Karma Germain, Jaynee 
Green, Danelle Gutierrez, 
Jimmy Hall, Isabell Hamilton, 
Hayden Heck, Rachel Holden, 
Aaron Hughitt, Justin John-
son, Easton Keeney, Charles 
Kemmitz, Gracie Key, Chase 
Lee, Hannah Martin, Sherylin 
Martinez, Lawson Mooney, 
Jacob Nagel, Bethany Penrod, 
Anna Phillips, Andi Pitrucha, 
Joel Robledo, Vanessa Roble-
do, Jaeda Rodriguez, Serena 
Sanchez, Taylor Shea, David 
Sims, Raylie Snively, Char-
lie Sommerfeld, Graceson 
Stewart, Elara Sumrall, Yod-
fah Sun, Tatum Taylor, Ryan 
Tesar, William Tippit, Bralen 
Veazey, Ashley Yuchasz

11th Grade
Thiele Alvarado, Jacy 

Archie, Katherine Arnold, 
Conner Ayres, Lola Barron, 
Charlize Breitinger, Korbin 
Brown, Brookelynn Byrd, Lacy 
Campos, Brady Carothers, 
Cadence Castaneda, Joshua 
Coalston, Payton Dowling, 
James Erwin, William Farrell, 
Jeremy Featherston, Chesnea 
Ford, Lucas Garcia, Rachel 
Garrett, Evalyn Gregory, 
Stormi Hardie, Cameron 
Harley, Kaleigh Haywood, 
Shay Heuer, Grecian Hilliker, 
Mariana Hughes, Kagen Hunt, 
Emma Hulburt, Madison 
Johnson, Nathaniel Johnson, 
Libby Land, Gaven Lee, Ben-
jamin Mabry, David Manear, 
Carlo Martinez Jaramillo, 
Liliana McDaniel, Aiden Mc-
Millian, Lana Merriam, Laura 
Mitchell, Mason Mooney, 
Preston Moseley, Blayson 
Nichols, Cera Norwood, 
Nickhil Patel, Wendi Perez, 
Kennedy Preciado, Mattison 
Robinette, Trevor Smith, Lau-
ren Stuard, Hollianna Tassin, 
Dillon Tyson, Jordan Under-
wood, Giulia Ursini, Nathan 
West, Ryan Wilson, Jordyn 
Wood, Jacob Ybarra, Eric 
Yean

12th Grade
Briyana Alexander, Parker 

Allman, Jacob Baker, Samuel 
Belt, Jacob Briede, Carson 
Brizendine, Olivia Brown-
lee, Mikala Bryson, Chelby 
Bushong, Adeline Carpenter, 
Ryan Darby, Hailey Deem-
er, Clara De La Torre, Zane 
Diaz Brown, Charles Dillion 
Diserens, Calista Downey, 
Logan Edwards, McKenzie 
Feldman, Cheyenne Garcia, 
Kinsey Gardner, Mathew 
Gomez, Javon Hall, Jimmy 
Hall, Jovan Hall, Evan Han-
son, Brodie Hugghins, Tyler 
Hutts, Jaylee Janisch, McKen-
zie Jaynes, Angela Johnson, 
Brooke Johnson, Christopher 
Johnson, Pamela Johnson, Sa-
vanna Johnson, Natalie Jones, 
Scout Key, Levi LeBlanc, 
Angela Mata, Cayden Mata, 
Alyssa Molina, Paige Monroe, 
Cooper Mooney, Garrett Mor-
gan, Breanna Okruch-Mont-
gomery, Averyanna  Olden, 
Isabella Perry, Nolee Pickles, 
Evonna Pitrucha, Georgia 
Rogers, Enrique Rojas, Kagan 
Saunders, Sarah Saunders, 
Kaitlynn Seward, Johnnie 
Short, Ryan Smiley, Sophia 
Solano, Jesse Strange, Zach-
ary Swindall, Natasha Thoms, 
Cera Touchet, Kayla Vega, 
Eric Wise, Dayne Zacha

GHS announces honor roll
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Gatesville Civic Center

April 30 & May 1

BUY – SELL – TRADE
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Sunday, 10am-4pm

ADMISSION: $7 per person • Kids 15 and under Free

Free Parking • For more info., call 817-929-1816

GUN SHOW

Double Creek FarmsD
C
F ANGUS BULLS FOR SALE
Large selection of 18-20 month old bulls ready for service!

Registered and Commercial
Many heifer bulls  

BULL SALES  
MATTHEW DOMEL
(254) 749-3253

M A D E  I N  T E X A SM A D E  I N  T E X A S

F O R  T E X A SF O R  T E X A S

CLIFTON, TX

Come meet your new 

best friend!

FOR INFO: 254-865-2226

We have many loving dogs who 

need a family to love them back.
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The average teacher sal-
ary in Texas now trails the 
national average by $7,510, 
according to the latest rank-
ings released today by the 
National Education Associa-
tion (NEA), at a time when 
teacher salaries across the 
country are struggling to 
keep pace with inflation. 

The Texas gap is even 
worse for the most experi-
enced teachers, although 
beginning teachers compare 
more favorably to their peers 
nationwide.

The average maximum sal-
ary for Texas teachers lags 
$12,867 behind the national 
average, while the average 
starting salary for first-year 
teachers is $2,757 more than 
the national average. Texas 
ranks 14th in the country in 
average starting pay for new 
teachers but 43rd in top sala-
ries for veteran teachers. The 
state’s overall salary ranking 
for all teachers is 26th.

“The new state task force 
studying teacher short-
ages can start here,” Texas 
State Teachers Association 
President Ovidia Molina said. 
“Other factors, including the 
pandemic and the disrespect 
that some state leaders have 

Coryell County 4-H mem-
bers have been busy com-
peting and exceling at 4-H 
contests. Contests provide 
members not only with the 
opportunity to compete with 
other 4-H members, but also 
a great learning experience 
that helps them grow in their 
project areas and learn team-
work skills. The Livestock 
Judging, Consumer Decision 
Making, and Fashion Show 
contests were all recently 
held.

The District 8 Livestock 
Judging contest took place in 
Bryan on April 23 where 12 
members in the junior, inter-
mediate and senior divisions 
participated, representing 
Coryell County. The senior 
team once again qualified 
for the state contest by plac-
ing second in a tough field 
of competitors. District 8, 
which is made up of 21 coun-
ties in central Texas, is com-
prised of some of the best 
teams in the state. Placing in 
the top three and advancing 
to state is no easy feat. Plac-
ing just three points behind 
Bell County, the locals will 
again be vying for a chance 
to compete at a national con-
test once more. The interme-
diate and junior teams also 
placed well at Saturday’s 
contest, both finishing in the 
top 10.

Roman Wallace and 
Paisley Wells, members of 
the 2022 TMEA Region 8 
All-Region MS/JH Choir, 
learned five high school 
level pieces in preparation 
for an audition on April 9, 
and had to sing for a blind 
panel of five judges.  

The All-Region Choir 
consists of students 
from roughly 40 schools 
throughout Central Texas, 
with over 700 students 
auditioning. Only 120 girls 
will make the Treble Choir 
and 70 boys will make the 
Tenor-Bass Choir.

  Wells took fourth chair, 
out of nearly 60 competi-
tors in her zone. Wallace 
was eighth chair, out of 22 
competitors in his zone. 
They spent the past Sat-
urday at Midway Middle 
School for the clinic and 
then gave a stellar perfor-
mance.

Wells was selected for 
the 2022 TCDA MS/JH All-
State Choir. She will have 
several songs to learn prior 
to the Texas Choral Direc-
tor Convention in July 
where she will spend sev-
eral days rehearsing with 
the group, with a final per-
formance in front of thou-
sands of music educators 
and audience members. 
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The first place District 8 Junior Consumer Decision Making Team consists of, pictured from left,  Bobbi 
Tubbs, Jozie Wolff and Eve Fulton.

4-H teams continue to win
The District Consumer 

Decision Making contest was 
held April 25 in Cleburne. 
Team members use their 
consumer skills after given a 
scenario, to place products. 
Intermediates and seniors 
justify their decisions by giv-
ing oral reasons. The Coryell 
County senior team placed 
12th. Three teams of inter-
mediates competed, placing 
third, fourth and 10th. Two 
junior teams represented 
the county, placing first and 
10th.

The 4-H Fashion Show al-
lows members to learn con-
sumer buying skills, fash-
ion design skills and sewing 
construction skills in a fun, 
competitive environment. 
Individuals also participate 
in a runway style show to 
display their garments. Cay-
leigh Coursey placed first in 
the senior division with her 
fashion story board and will 
advance to the state contest. 
Lillie Mann placed second 
in the Intermediate Buying-
Dressy category.

All Coryell County 4-H 
members did an outstanding 
job representing the county 
at the District contests. The 
next District 4-H contests 
will be Public Speaking, Edu-
cational Presentations, and 
the Share the Fun Talent 
Show.

Livestock judging results 
are as follows:

Second place Senior Team: 
Kinsey Gardner (second 
high individual), Samuel Belt 
(sixth high individual) Costin 
Allison, and Trey Harbour. 
Garrett Young also com-
peted.

10th place Intermediate 
Team: Bailey Wolff, Thomas 
Belt and Lilly Kinsey

Sixth place Junior Team: 
Jozie Wolff, Mary Mitchell 
and Pete Wallace

Consumer Decision Making 
results are as follows:

12th place Senior Team: 
Jaycee Redden, Emma Rodri-
guez and Addie Rueter

Third place Intermediate 
Team: Chole Lusk, Jaelee 
Thornton, Zak Huckabee and 
Lilly Kinsey

Fourth place Intermediate 
Team: Willow Holland, Pey-
ton Williamson, Bailey Wolff 
and Makaylie Williams

10th place Intermediate 
Team: Hunter Beaty, Leonela 
Rodriguez, Ziana Cole and 
Elizabeth Schoenewolf

First place Junior Team: 
Bobbi Tubbs (first high indi-
vidual), Jozie Wolff, and Eve 
Fulton

10th place Junior Team: 
Laine Rueter, Mary Mitchell, 
and Eli Inman

Wallace, Wells excel at competition
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2022 TMEA Region 8 All-Region MS/JH Choir members Roman Wal-
lace and Paisley Wells

shown educators, are driving 
good, experienced teachers 
from the classroom. But the 
bottom line for most teach-
ers is their bottom line. The 
pay raises in 2019 were not 
enough. They can no longer 
afford doing the work they 
love.”

“Our most experienced 
teachers are particularly 
frustrated with salary poli-
cies that do not adequately 
recognize them for addition-
al training and experience. 
Texas’ record in this regard 
is abysmal,” she added.

Texas’ average salary for 
all teachers for the current 
2021-22 school year, based 
on state financial data re-
ported to NEA, is $58,887, 
compared to the national av-
erage of $66,397. That ranks 
Texas 26th among the states 
and the District of Columbia.

The average starting salary 
for beginning Texas teach-
ers, based on state data for 
2020-21, was $44,527, com-
pared to the national aver-
age for first-year teachers 
of $41,770. But one-third or 
more of those starting teach-
ers will be gone from Texas 
classrooms after five years 
as their pay starts to fall far-
ther behind their needs.

Top salaries for teach-
ers, based on such factors 
as experience and advanced 
degrees, vary from district 
to district, but the average in 
Texas for the most experi-
enced teachers was $63,673, 
compared to the national av-
erage of $76,540.

“Our school support em-
ployees also are underpaid,” 
Molina said. “These people 
are the bus drivers, cafeteria 
workers, secretaries, teach-

ers’ aides and many more 
whose work is essential to 
every school campus. Teach-
ers can’t do their jobs with-
out them.”

According to a related 
NEA report, these school 
district employees in Texas 
were paid, on average across 
job categories, $29,067 in 
2020-21, ranking Texas 38th 
in the country.

But Texas broke into the 
Top 10 among the states 
and the District of Columbia 
in another school finance 
category of special concern 
to property taxpayers. In 
2020-21, Texas moved from 
14th to 10th highest in the 
percentage of state and local 
school revenue paid by local 
taxpayers. Local property 
taxes accounted for 57.7% of 
total state and local school 
revenue in Texas that year. 
That was almost nine points 
more than the national aver-
age of 48.8%.

This continued overreli-
ance on local property taxes 
contradicts what state lead-
ers promised when they 
enacted House Bill 3, the 
school finance law, in 2019. 
They said House Bill 3 would 
transfer more of the respon-
sibility for school funding to 
the state and give property 
taxpayers a break, but that 
hasn’t happened.

Based on input from 
school finance experts in 
Texas, TSTA believes a 
more-accurate estimate of 
Texas’ average per-pupil 
ADA payment for 2021-22 is 
about $12,000.

TSTA is an affiliate of the 
National Education Associa-
tion.

Average teacher salary in Texas 
trails national average by $7,510

Jonesboro FFA will have 
their awards banquet on 
Tuesday, May 24, at 6:30 
p.m. The banquet will take 
place at the Jonesboro Com-
munity Center. The com-

Jonesboro FFA to hold banquet
munity center is located at 
11625 Hwy. 36. A meal will 
be provided, and donations 
are appreciated.

Those wishing to attend 
can RSVP by May 12 to beth.

gann@jonesboroisd.net
The nationally known 

Future Farmers of America 
organization was first es-
tablished in 1928 in Kansas 
City.
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DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES

3 Months: $26/week

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528
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DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Lyle Bomar
Sales

254.865.2190 Office
254.216.5999 Mobile

Fax 254.865.9137 

lyle.bomar@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528

FREE INSPECTIONS – 254-223-1971

Brian Riddle
Sales Representative

brianriddlerunningmroofing@gmail.com

Commercial • Residential • Claims Specialists

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

TACLB69146E

Text your service request 

in to 254-216-3372

12 months 0% interest 

W.A.C.

After hours

service available

We do warranty & service all brands

Ryan Warren

254-865-9188
P.O. Box 1061 

Gatesville, TX

• New Construction

• Changeouts

• Service

• Repair

The Christian Adult Fel-
lowship Events group 
(C.A.F.E.) at the First United 
Methodist Church will be at-
tending various events over 
the next few months.

The group will be travelling 
to Granbury on Saturday, 
May 14, to see Derek Spence 
perform as George Strait. 
Spence greatly resembles 
and sings like Strait. They 
will leave the church parking 
lot at 10:30 a.m., and eat at a 
local restaurant, which will 

C.A.F.E. group to see George 
Strait impersonator in May

be self-pay. The performance 
will take place at 3 p.m. For 
tickets and transportation, 
the total cost will be $60 per 
person. At this time, C.A.F.E. 
has 20 tickets reserved, so 
reservations will need to be 
made in advance since this 
performance is predicted to 
be a sell-out.

On Thursday, June 9, the 
group will be attending 
“Stars over Texas” in Waco 
and on Saturday, July 9, they 
will be travelling to Llano to 

see the Malpas Brothers at 
the Llano theater. More infor-
mation about the June and 
July trips will be furnished 
closer to the scheduled time.

Reservations and/or pay-
ments for the May trip can be 
made by contacting the First 
United Methodist Church at 
254-865-2520 or by contact-
ing Ruth Jones at 254-865-
2112.

First United Methodist 
Church is located at 2600 E. 
Main Street in Gatesville.

 COURTESY PHOTO

Derek Spence performs as George Strait

 COURTESY PHOTO

Evant High School students, ninth through 12th grade, recently participated at the YES! Expo in Waco.  
The students visited with various colleges and career exhibitors during the event.  The YES! Expo is a ca-
reer exploration event for youth in the Heart of Texas. This multi-award-winning event connects youth 
to career and educational opportunities available in the region.

EVANT STUDENTS ATTEND YES EXPO

A fundraiser benefit to 
help defray the medical ex-
penses of Hershal Mooney 
will be held on Sunday, May 
29, at 4 p.m. at Texas Sta-
tion Event Center. Tickets 
will be $50 per person and 
will include a crawfish plate. 

Mooney fundraiser May 29
The tickets are pre-sale and 
can be purchased at Vintage 
Royalty.

Entertainment will 
be provided by Waylon 
Thibodeaux, “Louisiana’s 
Rockin Fiddler.” Those plan-
ning to attend are asked to 

bring lawn chairs and cool-
ers. It will be a BYOB fund-
raiser event.

Doors will open at 3 p.m. 
and food will be served at 
4 p.m. Texas Station Event 
Center is located at 305 Old 
Fort Gates Road. 
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254-865-5791       

GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Haynes Jewelry
             Serving Gatesville Since 1971

            Watch & Jewelry Repair
            Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North  •  865-6131

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926
TPCL 13187

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

Sales & Service
Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main 865-8491

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

BAPTIST

 BETHEL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH: Hemmeline 
Cemetery Rd.; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m.
 BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH: Elder, 
Hugh Montgomery, pastor; Peabody community 5 miles 
south of Pearl on FM 1690; Sunday services - Morning 
worship 4th Sunday each month at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.
 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Steven L. Bogan, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 and FM 116; Sunday services - Bible 
study 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
6:30 p.m.
 COLD SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH: Bob Phillips, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 5:30 p.m.
 EASTWOOD BAPTIST CHU RCH: Lynn Parks, 
pastor; 2518 East Main; Sunday services - Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m.; Wednesday 
evening services, 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF EVANT: Dane Barron, 
pastor; Live Oak Street and Memory Lane; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m., adult Bible study 6 p.m.; Wednesday services - kids’ 
and youth Bible study 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FLAT: Sunday School 
9 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; Wednesday Prayer 
& Bible Study 7 p.m.; Wednesday Youth Group & Kid 
Knights 7 p.m.; Wednesday Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GATES VILLE: Mark 
Rich, Pastor; 912 E. Main Street; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:45 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OGLESBY: 120 
College Ave., Oglesby, Tx 76561; Sunday morning 
services – Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 am; 
Wednesday evenings – supper at 5:40 pm, Kids & Youth 
Group 6:00 pm, Prayer meeting 6:00 pm; Jeremy Sanders, 
Pastor.
 GATEWAY BAPTIST CHUR CH: Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; Hwy. 36 East; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 1:30 
p.m.; Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.
  HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH:  A.C. Painter, 
pastor; 1750 FM 215; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening worship 6:30 p.m.
 HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH:  3110 Hay Valley 
Road, off Hwy 36 North.  Sunday morning services – 
Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 am.  AWANA 
children’s ministry Sunday evening 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  Bible 
Study for men and women on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
 JONESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH: Matt Dossey, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 10:50 a.m.
 KING BAPTIST CHURCH: Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
 LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH: Royse T. Cockrell, 
DMin., Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & HWY 36 in Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Morning Service 11:00 a.m., 
Second Service 1:00 p.m., Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
 LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Ken Laney, 
pastor; FM 107; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:15 
a.m., morning worship 10:30 a.m., Wed. evening Adult, 
Youth and Children’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
 MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHUR CH: Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  
pastor; Hwy. 84 East in South Mountain community; Sun-
day services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday.

 OSAGE BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Thomas, pastor; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m.
 PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH: Sunday morning 
worship 10 a.m.
 PECAN GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 P I D C O K E  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H :  D o n a l d 
McConnaughhay, pastor; 11125 FM 116, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., worship service 
11 a.m. www.pidcokebaptist.com
 PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Post, 
Pastor; CR 301, Jonesboro, TX; Sunday school at 10 a.m. 
and Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
 PRIMERO IGLESIA EMANUEL: One mile north of 
Evant on Hwy. 281; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PURMELA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 SWEET HOME BAPTIST CHURCH: 511 North 
14th; Sunday services - Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday morning worship 11 a.m.; Wednesday services - 
Wednesday evening worship 7 p.m.
      SPANISH BAPTIST  CHURCH:  Ezequiel Casas, 
pastor; 113  Veazy Dr.; Sunday Services; Sunday School 
10:00 a.m., worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6:00 p.m.
 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH: 1506 West Main; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning 
worship 10:50 a.m. Wednesday Services - Prayer Meeting/
Youth Ministry 6:30 p.m., TBC Kids at 6:30 p.m. Email: 
trinitybctx@centurylink.net. Church: 254-865-8495 or 
Pre-school: 254-248-0041.
 TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH: Jon Crosby, 
Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday night Bible study, 6 p.m.    
 WESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH: Interim Pastor: 
Eddie Taylor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday School  10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m.
  WHITE HALL BAPTIST CHURCH: Mike Barron, 
pastor; 2040 CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday school at 10 a.m.; 
Sunday morning worship services 11 a.m.; 254-679-3200. 
  WHITE MOUND BAPTIST CHURCH / MOUND COW-
BOY CHURCH (meet at 9:30 a.m.): Bruce Cox, pastor; 
Sun. services - Sun. School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m. For more info., call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC

 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 1108 W. Main; Sunday Mass 
9:30 a.m. (English) & 12:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass), 
Weekday Mass Tuesday through Friday at 12:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

 CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Deral 
McWhorter, minister; Osage Road and Cedar Ridge Drive; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10 a.m., evening 
worship 6 p.m.
 EVANT CHURCH OF CHRIST: Will Vann, Preacher; 
Sunday services-Bible Study 9:30 a.m., morning worship 
10:20 a.m., evening worship 12:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m.
 FORT GATES CHURCH OF CHRIST: Hwy. 36 S.; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10:30 a.m. 
 GATESVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Justin Hall, 
minister; 2417 E Main; Sunday Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
morning service 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Bible classes 

6:30 p.m.
 LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO: 2413 East Main; clases y 
servicios en Español, 10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m., Solamente 
en domingos.
 MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 1955 CR 3640, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522; Sunday 9:30 a.m. Bible Study, 
10:30 a.m. Worship; Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. Bible Study; 
Royce 512-734-5390 or Steve 254-865-3559.
 PEARL CHURCH OF CHRIST: Sunday services - 
morning worship 10:30 a.m.
 CHURCH OF GOD

 CORNERSTONE,  Greg Demmitt, pastor; 338 State 
School Road; Sunday services - morning worship 11 a.m. 
www.facebook.com/pages/cornerstone/140632994733

EVANGELICAL METHODIST

 REFUGE-MINISTRIES PURMELA CHURCH 
CAMPUS: Josh Morrison, Campus Pastor; 115 FM 183, 
Purmela, Texas, 10:45 a.m. Sunday worship, 512-425-
2828. 

LUTHERAN

 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH: David Reedy, 
International Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran Church Rd. in 
Copperas Cove; Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m.; 
Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. Christopher 
Richman, PhD; FM 929 in Coryell City; Sunday services 
- Morning worship 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. John 
Heckmann, pastor; Hwy. 36 and FM 1114 in The Grove; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., worship 10:15 
a.m.

METHODIST

 BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - 11 am. 2nd & 4th Sundays. 2 miles north of 
Ireland on FM 932
 EVANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., 
morning worship 10 a.m.
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
GATESVILLE: 2600 E. Main St.; Stephen Schmidt, 
pastor; Sunday worship - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY WORD: Meal at 5:30 
p.m. $3; youth, Children and Adult Bible Studies at 6:00 
p.m. AA meets Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. Visit us at fumcgatesville.org for more information.
 JONESBORO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 101 
CR 193; Rita Hotz, Pastor; Sunday services - 11 a.m.,  
each 1st and 3rd Sunday.
 OGLESBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - morning worship 9:45 a.m., Sunday School 
10:45 a.m.
 PIDCOKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Bill 
Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 116; Worship service Sundays at 10 
a.m. 254-677-6242.

MORMON

 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS: 206 South 26th; Sunday services -Sacrament 
services 10  a.m., Sun. School 10 a.m

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

 CHRISTIAN LIFE CHURCH: Frank Rosenstern, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday services, 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7:00 p.m. 
 CORYELL COMMUNITY CHURCH: Daniel Crowther, 
Pastor; 115 N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 248-0849. Sunday 
Worship services  9am & 10:30 a.m. Wednesday services 
6pm; Adult Bible Study, Children’s Ministry and C3 Student 
Ministry.

 CORYELL FELLOWSHIP CHURCH: Doran Belknap 
III, Pastor; Sunday service 11:00 a.m., 8205 FM 182 in 
Turnersville; (254) 218-5901.
 COVER2COVER MINISTRIES: Pastor: Rev. Brandy 
Spiker, Sunday morning service 10 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. 1409 West 
Main.
 GATESVILLE REVIVAL CENTER: Wes Covey, 
Pastor; Sunday school 10:00 a.m., Sunday morning 11:00 
a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday evening 7 p.m. 
2518 Bridge St., Gatesville.
 GRACE ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH: Wray 
Nunn, pastor; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m. & 
Wednesday evening worship at 6:30 p.m. at Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 Osage Road.
  GRACE BIBLE CHURCH: Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m. and Sunday Services at 10:45 a.m. 4012 US Hwy. 
84, Gatesville.
 HARVESTING SOULS INTERNATIONAL CHURCH: 
Mike & Martha Johnson pastors, 503 N. 11th Street, 
Gatesville, 865-6222. Sunday morning worship 11:00 
a.m. Wednesday Bible Study Ministries (Men, Women, 
children) 6:00 p.m. “Overcomers” a TDC and state 
approved 12-step recovery program meets Tuesday 6:00 
p.m.
 JOHNNY WATKIN’S MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. aqui se reune La 
Iglesia de Cristo, in the 2400 block of East Main Street.
 LEVITA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: Peter M. Mafwal, 
Pastor; 4460 FM 930, Levita; Sunday Bible Study at 9:45 
a.m.; morning worship at 10:45 am.
 MOTHER NEFF FAITH TABERNACLE: William 
Bertelsen, Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 236; Sunday services 
- 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00 
p.m.
 PEARL COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: 6735 FM 183 
in Pearl. Sunday Services- 9:00 a.m.
 THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILT: Bill Trotter, pastor; 
3412 E. Main St.; Sunday service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL

 TABERNACLE OF PRAISE UPC: Rev. Jimmy Skiles, 
pastor; 202 E. Main, Gatesville; Worship services - Sunday 
mornings at 10:00 am; Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm; 
www.gatesvilletop.org. 254-206-1826.
 MOUNT CALVARY CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST: 
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 128 North 12th Street; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
weekly services, Wed. Bible Study 6:30p.m.-7:30 p.m., 
Wed. night service, 7:30p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN

 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Rev. Dr. Buddy 
Wheat, pastor; 1110 E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN

 CORYELL VALLEY CHURCH: 4995 FM 929, 
3.5 miles from S.H. 36; Worship Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
coryellvalleytexas.com

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL

 BOOTS -N- SADDLE COWBOY CHURCH: Max 
Gunn, pastor; 254-248-1850; 10 miles west of Gatesville 
on HWY 84; Sunday Service @ 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday  
Night Service @ 7:00 p.m.; Youth Sunday Service @9:45 
a.m. 
 HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN BIKER CHURCH: Monty & 
Tammy VanHorn, pastors; 1608 W. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday Praise and Worship 11 am, Wednesday Bible 
Study Rally-6 pm, 254-865-4076.
 THE POINT FELLOWSHIP: James & Laurinda Paine, 
Pastors; 2315 Osage Road, Gatesville; Wednesday 
Services at 7:00 p.m. (Adults, youth & children); Sunday 
services - Destiny Discovery Class at 9:00 a.m.  and 
Regular services at 10:30 a.m. 254-248-1265.

Grib’s Construction

 2000 Violet Lane
 Gatesville
 254-248-4171

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street

(254) 865-6315

4012 US Hwy. 84 | 254-248-0053 | gracebibletx.com  

2302 Main Street

Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8884

Call (254) 865-8489 for all your construction needs!

Scott’s
Funeral Home

www.scottsfh.com
2425 E. Main Street ~ 254-865-5411

Gifts • Household

865-6900
2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Delivery • Drive Thru

865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street         Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

www.tpcgatesville.org
2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

HELP KEEP THIS 

DEVOTIONAL PAGE 

IN THE PAPER. 

CALL 254-865-5212.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

SUNDAYS: Sunday School 9:45 am, Worship 10:50 am

WEDNESDAY  SERVICES: 6:00 pm

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church

“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

ADVERTISE ON THIS 
PAGE FOR ONLY 

$12.00 PER WEEK!
CALL 254-865-5212.

R
ecently, I heard a preacher at a funeral remark that “we don’t believe because it’s comforting, 
but we are comforted because we believe.” This was a nice turn of phrase and certainly 
comforting words for a funeral, where we are all hoping that we will see our dearly departed 

again. But this turn of phrase is also good advice for those of us who don’t want to be lazy about 
what we believe, and want to believe things because they are true rather than simply because they 
are comforting. It’s easy to fall into the trap of believing things either because we want them to be 
true or because we fear the alternative, and it’s tempting to view a lot of religious beliefs as falling 
squarely into one or the other of these cases. So the real question becomes what we are justified 
in believing, and in the realm of religion, where the subject matter clearly transcends the realm of 
experience, we must rely on faith. As Saint Paul rightly noted, “faith is confidence in what we hope 
for and assurance about what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1 NIV) Many areas of life require this 
leap of faith. Every friendship and every marriage starts with a leap of faith which hopes, but cannot 
know in advance, that things will work out well. Likewise, when we invest our money or invest our 
time and effort in studying, we are hoping that those investments will pay off. When it comes to 
believing in God and the afterlife, we cannot know with certainty, but our faith gives us confidence, 
and in that there is great comfort.    – Christopher Simon

Comfort 
and Belief
“Though you have not seen him, you 

love him; and even though you do not 

see him now, you believe in him and 

are filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy, for you are receiving the 

end result of your faith, the salvation of 

your souls.”

—1 Peter 1:8-9 NIV
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Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row clear-
ing, culverts. Small jobs ok. Ben 
Roberts, 254-248-4707 or 254-

865-5754. 00029225

037

Help Wanted

Need a couple of teens to do ho-
meowner chores on Saturdays. 
Pay $12/hr. 254-223-1238, Bill 

Burt.  00029263

Coryell County Farm Service 
Agency seeks applicants for a 
Full Time, Temporary Program 
Technician. Must be U. S. citizen, 
and a high school graduate or the 
equivalent. Basic requirements 
include general of ce clerical 
work, computer operation, and 
customer service. Background 
investigation required. Submit 
a resume at 2504-B East Main, 
Gatesville, TX  76528. Resumes 
will be accepted till the position 
is  lled. For information, call 
(254) 865-7012 option 2.  FSA is 

an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!  
Experienced Shingle Roofers 
to work on North Fort Hood. 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSICAL 
and BACKGROUND CHECK 
TO OBTAIN ACCESS TO MIL-
ITARY BASES. CONTACT 
JOHNSON ROOFING AT 
254-662-5571 OR VIA EMAIL 
LFULLER@JROOF.COM

045

Services

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC: Mowing, land-
scaping, brush clearing, trash 
clean up/haul off, Ospho Prime 
& Painting for Pipe Fence. John 
Capella, 254-216-3684. Licensed 
& Insured.

Ashley’s Landscaping & Ser-
vices: Mowing, Landscaping, 
Tree Trimming, Brush Clear-
ing, Yard Cleanup, Handyman 
Services. 254-239-8842. John 
3:16. Like us on Facebook

TREE WORKS Tree Service: 
tree trimming, removal & stump 
grinding. Free estimates. Call 

Lloyd,  (254)223-3287.  00029223

Corner of Straws Mill & River 
Oaks Dr. Friday & Saturday, 
Noon. Men & women’s clothes, 
jeans, shoes, books, candles, 
Express coffee maker, kitchen 
items, stools, blank CDs, furni-
ture, nightstand, king headboard, 
chairs, stadium seats, sheet music, 
Christmas items, wreaths, ceiling 
fan, dog house, grass seeder, lots 

of decorative items. 

Saturday, April 30 only, 8am-
1pm, 715 FM 2412. Women’s 
clothes, kitchen appliances, and 

lots of misc. Cancel if raining. 

Weekly Feature for Tues, 05/03 - 
Sat, 05/09 is LINENS! The Boys 
& Girls Club Resale Shop, 1706 
E. Main. Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-

5p.m. & Saturday, 9a.m.-3p.m. 

074

Houses for Rent

3 BR, 2 bath brick house in Jones-
boro. CH/A, appliances, remod-
eled. $850/mo., $600 deposit, 
one-year lease. 254-865-2112.

099

Public Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON PROPOSED 

SPEED LIMITS ON 
COUNTY ROADS

Pursuant to Texas Transportation 
Code §251.152, Coryell County, 
hereby gives notice that a public 
hearing will be held at 9:00 a.m. 
on May 10, 2022, in the Coryell 
County Commissioners’ Court-
room, at 800 E. Main St., Suite 
A, Gatesville, Texas, to receive 
public input on proposed traf-
 c regulations, being modi ed 
speed limits on County Roads, 
within Coryell County, Texas, to 
include:

CR 128: 40 MPH

CR 142: 30 mph from FM 116, 

2.4 miles

CR 262: 35 mph

CR 267: 40 mph

CR 268: 40 mph

CR 334: 35 mph

Greenbriar Road: 35 mph from 

Barton Lane to Dusty Lane in-

tersection

Lutheran Church Road: 35 

mph from city limits to Mose-

ley road

At the hearing, interested persons 
are entitled to speak and present 
evidence for or against the regu-

lations.  00029273

Notice of Public Sale
Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the 
Texas Property Code, Ideal Self 
Storage 1611 E Mains St, Gates-
ville, TX 76528 will have an on-
line auction. The property is be-
ing sold to satisfy the landlord’s 
lien. The sale will be at www.
storageauctions.com begin-
ning 5/2/22 @ 11am and ending 
5/11/22 @ 11am. Seller reserves 
the right to withdraw any proper-
ty from the sale upon payment in 
full. Units to be sold are: Brandi 
Green, Sheri Hoisington, BJ Jar-
rell, Brandi Tyroch.  Inventory: 
furniture, clothing, electronics, 
household items, misc boxes/

totes.  00029276

GATESVILLE 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSALS

Gatesville ISD is requesting pro-
posals for the following product/
services:
PROPERTY & CASUALTY IN-
SURANCE COVERAGE
For The  scal Year Ended Au-
gust 31, 2023
DEADLINE: Sealed proposals 
must be received no later than:
2:00 PM Monday, May 27, 2022
DELIVERY: Sealed proposals 
must be delivered in person or 
mailed to:
GISD Administration Building
Attention: Darrell Frazier, CFO
311 S. Lovers Lane
Gatesville, TX 76528

RFP DOCUMENTS: An RFP 
packet (including bid forms, 
speci cations and instructions to 
bidders) may be obtained as fol-
lows:
1) By writing to Mr. Frazier at the 
above address
2) By emailing Mr. Frazier at 
dfrazier@gatesvilleisd.org
3) By calling Mr. Frazier at (254) 
865-7251, Option 9
4) By downloading the RFP  le 
off the GISD website:

www.gatesvilleisd.org
click on “Departments”, “Bids/
Proposals”, “Property & Casu-
alty”

Disclaimer: The Gatesville ISD 
Board of Trustees reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids/pro-
posals or any portion thereof and 
to accept the bid/proposal most 
advantageous to the district. Any 
exceptions to coverage requested 
in the speci cations should be 
clearly explained in writing. Fail-
ure to meet all speci ed condi-

tions may invalidate a proposal.  

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments
Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW
HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 404-2500
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

� RN Unit Manager – FT

� RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

� LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

� CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

� CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

Assisted/Independent Living:
� CNA – FT, Days and nights

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Coryell Health Medical Clinic:
� LVN – FT
�

Coryell Health Medical Clinic - 
Waco: 

Coryell Health Home Health: 

Culinary: 

EMS:

FT 
*$8000 SIGN ON BONUS

*$4000 SIGN ON BONUS

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:

• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave
Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life 

and supplemental Insurances.
EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

Emergency Department:

*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

ICU:

*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Material Management: 

Med Surg:

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 

Radiology:

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:

*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM
For more info. call Administrator Michael Beasley, 254-865-7575

Nursing Positions – Full Time, 12 Hour Shifts:
• CNA – 6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am
• Nurse – LVN or RN day shift
Other Positions Available:
• Housekeeping – 6:30am - 2:30pm
• Laundry – Weekend doubles or M-F 6:30am-2:30pm

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”“Committed to Excellence”
BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 � Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

JEFFREY BURKS, 254-206-0881

8.01 acres east of Evant, TX, Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision. Live Oak Trees 
on the upper end of the property, nice home site and nice view looking south 
toward Langford Branch, native pasture going down to the branch, approx. 400 ft. 
of Langford Branch, $250,000

10.01 acres east of Evant, TX, Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision, nice home site 
and nice view looking south toward Langford Branch with native pasture going 
down to the branch, approx. 394 ft. of Langford Branch, $210,000

12.1 acres, FM 929 Frontage & CR 255 frontage, property is level with good 
views to the north, approx. 4.5 acres of Coastal Bermuda & the remaining is na-
tive grasses. Coryell City Water & electric are available along CR 255. $150,000

14.89 acres east of Evant, TX, located on CR 160. Good tree cover & rolling 
terrain. Known as Lots 66 & 67 in the Indian Creek Ranch Subdivision, $150,000

17 acres, FM 929 frontage & CR 255 frontage. The property is level with good 
views to the north, approx. 8 acres of Coastal Bermuda & the remaining is native 
grasses. Coryell City Water & electric are available along CR 255. $195,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX in Hamilton County, rolling terrain, good tree cover & 
a seasonal creek on the south boundary of the property. The property will have 
electric serviced by Hamilton County Electric Co. & Fiber Optic Internet service 
from Central Texas Telephone Company. $265,000

4/2 oublewide Home, 850 Blakely Rd., Gatesville, TX, laminate wood oors 
throughout the home, front porch & deck at the back of the home, 6 ft. x 6 ft. safe 
house, 40 ft. x 30 ft. metal building 2 roll up doors & 2 walk-through doors, water 
well that is 493 deep and estimated yield of 30 GPM, good exterior fencing, 1 
stock pond, rolling terrain with good tree cover. $498,777

36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. The property is completely 
fences with electric along the front of the property, scattered tree cover & rolling 
terrain & pond that is on the neighbor’s property that back up water onto the 
property. Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well for water. 
$387,000

47.332 ac. south of Ireland, TX, good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 
3 sides, southside will need to be fenced. $463,853

74.7 acres west of Purmela, FM 1241, barn, cattle pens, good fences, nice view, 
centrally located. $511,695.

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch that run through the property, barn that is approx. 38 ft. x 42 ft. in size with 
a rain harvest system that collects rainwater from the roof of the barn. Electricity is 
along the property line in the northwest corner of the property, $743,775

179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX, FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. Multi-County Water & City of 
Gatesville have water line running down the front of the property. $1,230,000

242.01 ac. east of Evant, TX on Hwy 84. good tree cover, rolling terrain, 2 stock 
tanks, water meter at road from Multi County Water Supply and electricity is on 
the property, Fiber Optic Internet Service is also available, good exterior fencing 
and approx. 20 acres of farmland. The property is in Coryell & Hamilton County 
and also has road frontage off of Perkins Rd. $1,899,778

252.87 cres, 3 Br 2 Ba home 1865 CR 140 Gatesville, open oor plan, re-
place, breakfast bar, inground pool, 3 car attached carport with 12 ft. x 13 ft. stor-
age building, a 60 ft. x 66 ft. metal building, 24 ft. x 60 ft. lean-to, approx. 900 sq. 
ft. that has been framed out for living quarters inside the main part of the building, 
good exterior & interior fencing, cattle pens, rolling terrain, scattered tree cover & 
great views. $2,150,000
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Help Wanted

HONEY’S ROOFING LLC
Residential & Commercial. 
Complete Re-Roofs and Re-
pairs, Fully Insured. Insurance 
Assistance. 254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900

Kenneth Russell Shredding 
Service, small or large acre-
age. Call 254-223-3119.

AVILES TOTAL SERVICES
Remodeling: Decks, Flooring, 
Tile, Painting, Fencing, Odd & 
End Jobs. Satisfaction Guaran-
teed. 254-679-6504

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, Tex-
ture, Flooring, Windows, 
Sheetrock, Porches, Add 
Ons, Metal Buildings, Trash 
Haul Off and Dump Trailer 
Rental. 254-383-3305 or 254-
404-3367.

FERGUSON ROOFING: Lo-
cally owned company serving 
all Central Texas area. Com-
mercial & Residential. Free 
Estimates. 254-466-5128

Dry Creek Trash Service: 
Weekly Pickup and Roll-off 
container rentals. (254) 463-
4988, Cell (254) 206-1512. 
drycreektrashservice.com

HUNT FENCING: Farm & 
Ranch Fence, Residential, Cor-
rals, Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & Gates,  
Welding Projects. John Hunt, 
Owner, (254)248-2613

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, barns, 
fence row clearing, metal build-
ings, residential & game fenc-
ing, solar gate openers, dozer 
work. Free estimates. Larry 
Riddle, 254-248-2205;  Joyce 
McAdams, 254-248-4318.

CENTRAL TEXAS RE-
MODELING AND HANDY-
MAN: Tile, sheetrock, paint-
ing, decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, tex-
turing. Cecil Woodson, 254-

216-3835.  00029227

YOSEF TREE SERVICE: 
Tree trimming, lot clearing, 
stump and brush removal. 
254-563-3535.
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Tigers outscore Hornets in slugfest
BY CHRIS ALLMAN

SPECIAL TO THE MESSENGER

Thanks to a poorly conceived tie-breaker scenario the 
District 6-4A baseball playoff picture is even more complex 
than it was just a week ago. 

A 16-13 loss Gatesville loss to Glen Rose on Tuesday 
forced the Hornets into a must-win in their rematch against 
the Tigers on Friday night. A loss would eliminate Gatesville 
(9-16, 4-7) from the playoffs. A win would extend the season 
at least one more game as it would trigger a tournament-
style playoff for seeding and, potentially, the final spot. 

• A Gatesville win on Friday coupled with a Brownwood 
loss at Stephenville would mean a four-team playoff between 
the Hornets, Glen Rose, Lampasas, and Brownwood. Games 
would be played on Saturday and on Monday. 

• A Gatesville win on Friday and a Brownwood win against 
Stephenville would mean a three-team playoff between the 
Hornets, Lampasas, and Glen Rose. 

A Gatesville win on Friday would wrap up a 2-1 season-se-
ries win against Glen Rose. The Hornets also own the season 
series against Lampasas thanks to a 3-0 record against the 
Badgers this season. 

Despite those wins, the Hornets will be forced into the tie-
breaking tournament as head-to-head record is not taken 
into account when determining playoff spots and seeding. 

“We could go 5-1 and win both series against those guys 
and they could have the opportunity to jump us,” Gatesville 
head coach Chase Smith said. “It’s crazy. Just another ob-
stacle for us this year.”

On Tuesday, the obstacle was a surprisingly potent Glen 
Rose offense. The Tigers scored just one earned run in 
Gatesville’s 8-5 win on March 25 but erupted for 15 hits and 
15 earned runs on Tuesday. 

“Usually when you score 13 runs you win the game but 
credit to them, they hit the ball a little bit better,” Smith said. 

Gatesville jumped out to a lead in the bottom of the first 
inning with a textbook display of offense from the top of 
their lineup. 

Parker Allman singled to open the game then quickly took 
second on his team-leading 17th steal of the season. Hayden 
Mooney followed with a single to left scoring Allman. Cayden 
Mata then doubled to left to score Mooney for a 2-0 lead. 
They would extend the lead to 4-0 after one inning when 
Mata and Grant Erwin scored on Glen Rose errors. 

Mooney singled in two runs in the bottom of the third and 

Gatesville had a 6-3 lead after three innings when Glen Rose 
erupted for eight runs and an 11-6 lead after four innings. 

But the Hornets battled back. 
Walks from Carter Williams and Mooney opened the bot-

tom of the fifth and Williams scored on a Glen Rose error. 
Bralen Veazey singled to left to cut the deficit to 11-8 after 
five. Veazey was one of three Hornets with two hits.  

In the sixth, Kody Hernandez and Williams reached and 
Hernandez scored on a passed ball to cut the lead to 11-9. 
Allman drove home Williams with his second hit of the night 
to make it 11-10 Tigers after six. 

But Glen Rose put the game out of reach with another five 
runs in the top of the seventh.

Gatesville was led by Allman, Mooney, Mata, and Veazey 
offensively. Allman, Mooney and Veazey each had two hits 
and Mooney drove in three runs. Williams also singled and 
scored two runs. He reached base in all three of his plate ap-
pearances. 

“The last couple weeks we have scored runs and hit the ball 
most games but we just haven’t had the game where we put 
it all together with pitching, defense, and hitting. It would be 
good timing if it came together Friday and Saturday for us,” 
Smith said.

Gatesville Junior High tennis team competes in Brownwood

 COURTESY PHOTO

Ally Nichols, 8th grade girls singles, 3rd place.
 COURTESY PHOTO

Ben Woodson, 8th grade boys singles, 1st place
 COURTESY PHOTO

Daniela Lee & Isis Germain, 7th grade - girls doubles, 1st place

 COURTESY PHOTO

Finn Rogers & Madeline Fast, 8th grade girls doubles, 1st place
 COURTESY PHOTO

London Kizer & Breeze Buckner, 8th grade girls doubles, 3rd place
 COURTESY PHOTO

Macee Ayers, 8th grade girls singles, consolation

 COURTESY PHOTO

GATESVILLE JUNIOR HIGH TENNIS: London Kizer 3rd in girls 8th grade doubles, Ally Nichols 3rd in girls 8th grade single , Macee Ayers consolation in 8th grade singles , Breeze Buckner 3rd in girls 8th grade dou-
bles , Madeline Fast 1st in girls 8th grade doubles , Finn Rogers 1st in girls 8th grade doubles , Zayden Charles 1st in 7th grade Boys doubles , Ben Woodson 1st in 8th grade boys singles , Bo Kelley 1st in 7th grade 
boys doubles, Jayden Moore 5th in 7th grade boys singles.
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Stormy Tatum earns silver at state

 COURTESY PHOTOS

Left: Gatesville High School tennis coach Wendell Jones stands with Stormy Tatum and her mom and 
assistant coach Marla Tatum following the Class 4A state tennis tournament in San Antonio. Above: 
Stormy holds up her silver medal following a second place finish at the state tennis tournament. She did 
not lose a district game in four years at GHS, and finished second statewide in Class 4A in 2021 and 2022.

Send sports photos or information to jeff@gatesvillemessenger, editor@gatesvillemessenger or janice.velasquez@gatesvillemessenger.com

Short term and long term care
Director of Public Relations/Marketing 

and Hospital Liaison: 

Susie Meelbusch 254-383-2307

WE ACCEPT ALL INSURANCES, MEDICARE 

AND MEDICAID

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 

Main line: 254-865-7575

Visit us at www.hillsideml.com

Hillside Medical Lodge donates van to 

GHS Auto Mechanics Class

The administrator of Hillside Medical Lodge, Mike Beasley, pictured second from right, recently donated 
one of the facilities’ older transport vans to the Auto Mechanics Class at Gatesville High School. 

The students were pleased to get a new vehicle to work on as they learn the craft of auto mechanics. 

“At Hillside, we look to give back to our community any chance we can,” said Administrator Mike Beasley.


