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Area departments excel during recent mega fire
BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

When fires at Fort Hood in late March 
burned out of control and even resulted in 
the evacuation of the community of Flat, lo-
cal fire departments responded in a big way 
in helping to contain the threat.

Nine volunteer fire departments in Coryell 
County, as well as the Copperas Cove Fire 
Department, were all involved in respond-
ing to a massive blaze on the U.S. Army base 
that scorched more than 38,000 acres and 
was named the Crittenberg Complex Fire. 
The volunteer fire departments involved 
were from Coryell City, Evant, Flat, Gatesville, 
Jonesboro, Levita, Oglesby and Turnersville.

Coryell County Judge Roger Miller said 
he appreciates all the effort and sacrifice 
made by local firefighters in responding to 
the massive fire, and he is thankful for those 
who served on the frontlines of the blaze to 

help avert tragedy.
“I want to highlight what a great value 

our volunteer fire departments are to our 
county,” Miller said. “It’s not just in the fire 
protection services they provide. We have 
seen a significant increase in the number of 
medical calls the firefighters respond to, and 
several volunteer firefighters have worked to 
become EMT (emergency medical technician) 
certified.

“Sometimes it takes an event like this to 
truly appreciate and highlight all that is in-
volved and the great efforts our fire depart-
ments make in helping to keep our commu-
nities safe.”

When the Crittenberg Complex fire raged, 
“every fire department in Coryell County was 
involved,” Miller said.

He plans to work with state officials and 
representatives of the Federal Emergency 
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Several local fire departments helped respond to the recent Crittenberg Complex fire.

A well-earned retirement

BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Whether human or canine, law enforce-
ment officers take a lot of pride in caring for 
one of their own, so when police dog Stana 
needed surgery to repair a torn ligament in 
her left leg, the Coryell County Sheriff’s Office 
reached out to the community for help with 
her medical bills.

People responded in a big way, donating 
more than $5,500 to help Stana. The surgery 
will only cost an estimated $1,200 to $1,670, 
so the additional funds will be devoted to the 
sheriff’s office’s canine fund.

After a post was seen on Facebook explain-
ing Stana’s need, not only did people over-
whelmingly respond with donations, but local 

television stations even came to Gatesville to 
help spread the word.

As for Stana’s future, the 6-year-old Belgian 
Malinois will retire and will live with her part-
ner, David Ashley.

“She’s done so much for us,” Coryell County 
Sheriff Scott Williams said. “We started the ca-
nine program here with proceeds seized from 
drug dealers. We will still need approval of the 
county commissioners to accept the donation, 
but we hope the surgery will allow Stana to 
have a better quality of life in her retirement. 
We hope to move the extra funds (from dona-
tions) into our canine fund.”

With Stana’s retirement, the sheriff’s office 
will be down to two canine officers. Stana was 
the first canine officer for the county when 
Williams reinstated the program in 2017. It 

had been canceled years earlier.
Williams and Ashley said Stana’s efforts 

have made a big difference, along with the 
department’s other canine officers. Not only 
have they helped to root out hidden drugs, 
their presence often has a calming effect 
on people, whether on the streets or in area 
schools.

“She’s definitely been a great benefit for our 
crime-fighting efforts, along with our other 
canines,” Williams said.

Ashley began working with Stana in Septem-
ber 2021, and the two formed a close partner-
ship.

“She’s with him all the time and has been 
a great asset to us, especially in fighting the 
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Officer David Ashley sits next to Stana, a Belgian Malinois who faithfully served with the Coryell County Sheriff’s Office until a leg injury prompted her retire-
ment. Stana’s surgery, which was funded via community donations, is scheduled for April 20.

Crime-fighting canine served community well

Good Friday 
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Local 
school 
leader 
voices
concern

BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Standing together against a tide 
of indoctrination and allowing stu-
dents to thrive via strong parental, 
school and community support was 
the message shared by Jonesboro 
Independent School District Su-
perintendent Matt Dossey during a 
presentation to the Gatesville Lions 
Club.

Dossey, who is also pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Jonesboro, is a 
1992 graduate of Gatesville High 
School and served as principal at 
Hamilton High School before filling 
the superintendent role at Jones-
boro in 2011.

“When I came to Jonesboro, we 
were $750,000 in the hole, and now 
11 years later, we have a $4 million 
fund balance,” Dossey said.

“God opened the door for me to 
go to Jonesboro, and through hard 
work, diligence, prayer and strug-
gle, we’ve been able to turn things 
around.”

Dossey said he believes differ-
ent students fit in better in certain 
situations, and that some students 
thrive at Jonesboro who wouldn’t 
do as well at larger schools, and vice 
versa.

“Every school district has things 
they do well and things they need to 
work on,” he said.

One issue he said is crucial for 
parents and community members 
to be aware of is the cultural war 
that is waged, which can have a 
harmful impact on students.

“There are things going on that 
we as citizens of the U.S. and the 
state of Texas that we need to stand 
against,” Dossey said. “There are 
some things in education that are 
a concern, and that is the process 
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of indoctrination and criti-
cal race theory that starts at 
a very early age. Thankfully, 
our governor (Greg Abbott) 
is standing up to that for the 
most part. Still, there’s poli-
tics and things that are done 
in closed meetings.

“Our schools are under at-
tack. There is indoctrination 
happening in many districts 
and with critical race theory, 
some are trying to convince 
children that how God cre-
ated them is not how they 
should be.”

He also said issues involv-
ing gender identity have in 
some cases created unfair 
situations.

For example, those who 
were born male may claim to 
identify as females and then 
have an unfair advantage in 
athletic competition because 

of their body structure.
“A lot of things that were 

fought for to give women 
equality and rights are wiped 
out when you allow males to 
compete as females,” Dossey 
said.

He also said standardized 
testing has had a negative 
impact on districts.

“That has weakened the 
education system,” Dossey 
said. “If we want to produce 
quality citizens, we have 
to ramp up education and 
hold students and teachers 
accountable and make sure 
there is parental support.

“Success takes self-disci-
pline, the school and the par-
ents all pushing in the same 
direction.”

Dossey said in some cases, 
parents put down teachers, 
coaches or principals in front 
of their children, and the stu-
dents go to school without 
a respect for those who are 
trying to educate them and 

equip them with the knowl-
edge and skills needed to 
succeed.

“If people are bad mouth-
ing the teachers, coaches or 
principal in front of their 
kids, the kids go back to 
school thinking those people 
are sorry individuals,” he 
said. “We have all got to get 
on the same page in working 
for the best for our kids to 
have the kind of success in 
school and then to become 
productive citizens.

“We have too many people 
today that are unproductive 
because they haven’t learned 
work ethics, dependability, 
dedication to a cause and the 
importance of teamwork. It 
takes hard work, and if we 
want our kids to be success-
ful, it’s important that we get 
on the same page and give 
them the opportunity and 
the foundation for that.”

CONCERN
FROM PAGE A1

drug problem,” Williams 
said. “She was the pioneer 
when we restarted the canine 
program, and she’s found a 
lot of drugs during her ser-
vice.”

“One of the biggest assets 
has been getting Stana in our 
local schools,” Ashley said. 
“She checks backpacks and 
is a big deterrent to crime. 
Having our dogs visit the 
schools makes it safer for 
the kids.”

Stana’s surgery is sched-
uled for April 20. Her injury 
is a common one for active 
dogs, Ashley said.

“It was caused by running 
and jumping and is the same 
type of injury elite athletes 
sometimes get,” he said.

Williams said he hopes 
Stana enjoys a long, happy 
retirement.

“She’s family,” he said. “In 
the early days when we first 
got her, she stayed at my 
house, and my grandkids 
grew up around her. She’s 
paid her dues so hopefully 
she’ll be able to enjoy the 
best quality of life possible.”

Ashley said he is thank-
ful for those who donated to 
help Stana.

“I really want to thank the 

community for the gener-
ous outpouring of support,” 
he said. “This will benefit 
Stana and it will also go a 
long way in helping our ca-
nine program. It’s not just 

us who benefit from having 
the canines. Smaller cities 
and nearby counties have 
contacted us when they need 
help, and we’re happy to do 
it.”

STANA
FROM PAGE A1

 COURTESY PHOTO

A JOB WELL DONE: Officer David Ashley stands next to Stana, the 
first dog in the sheriff’s office’s re-established canine program.

Management Agency to reim-
burse local fire departments for the 
expenses incurred in responding to 
the blaze on Fort Hood.

“The total cost to our local de-
partments in responding to that 
fire was $70,030.74, using a FEMA 
cost analysis,” Miller said.

“There was a toll on tires and 
equipment as well as the person-
nel involved in fighting the fire. 
That normally happens, it’s part of 
the cost associated with fighting 
fires. But in this case, the response 
was to a wildfire on federal lands. 
You can make an argument that 
our county resources were used 
to supplement the federal govern-
ment. We’re going to do everything 
we can to help our local fire depart-
ments recoup those costs.”

Coryell County provides some 
funds to the eight volunteer fire de-
partments spread throughout the 
county, but donations are also a big 
part of helping those agencies con-
tinue to operate.

“As an example, a couple of 
weeks ago the Coryell-Osage 
department raised over $2,100 
through a fundraiser, and that was 
a good amount,” Miller said. “Their 
total cost to support Fort Hood 
during those fires was over $9,200. 
So that’s a $7,000 deficit for them 
even with the fundraiser.

“It’s important to highlight what 
a great value these departments 
are, and as a county government, 
it’s important for us to do every-
thing we can to seek reimburse-
ment.”

With the county’s drought level 
rated exceptional and with dry 
conditions expected to persist for 
months – even with sporadic rain-
fall – Miller said it is vital to make 
sure local fire departments have all 
the resources they need to respond 
to whatever emergency conditions 
arise.

“It’s critical,” he said. “Every 
weather report I’m getting indi-
cates there are continued condi-
tions that are prime for wildfires. 
We were blessed with good rains in 
2019 and 2020, but lately it seems 
like the faucet has been turned off. 

That makes things difficult, but 
we’ll weather the storm and we’ll 
get through this.”

The dry conditions are some-
thing people should be aware of 
at all times because it only takes a 
spark to cause a much larger fire, 
Miller noted.

“Moisture is so low that it causes 
fires to spread more rapidly and 
burn hotter,” he said. “These fires 
can grow much more quickly than 
anyone anticipates. It’s almost be-
coming a situation where we can 
experience flash fires. All it takes 
is a little wind for a situation to get 
out of control.

“Unless something drastically 
changes, people should anticipate 
that Coryell County will be under a 
burn ban for at least the next three 
months.”

In addition to local fire depart-
ments being involved in the Crit-
tenberg Complex response, agen-
cies from Fort Hood, the Texas 
A&M Forest Service, Killeen, Belton, 
Hutto, Harker Heights, Georgetown 
and Round Rock all helped battle 
the blaze.

Miller said he has also heard re-

ports that agencies from Milam, 
Bosque, and Hamilton counties also 
responded to what the Texas Forest 
Service had designated as the top 
priority fire in Texas on March 28.

“There was an extremely coordi-
nated effort to keep a bad situation 
from getting worse,” Miller said.

“From my standpoint, I don’t 
know the exact source of the fire, 
but I’m 100% confident it was not 
started due to a controlled burn.”

Officials from Fort Hood have 
said the fire began during training 
exercises, possibly by mortar fire.

“I believe they had an unantici-
pated wind shift that made what 
(Fort Hood personnel) believed was 
a controlled situation turn into an 
uncontrolled one,” Miller said. “It 
put them into a situation they had 
not expected, so they called for as-
sistance.”

Fort Hood officials said con-
trolled burns over the past three 
years have actually decreased the 
threat of wildfires spreading by 
eliminating the brush that would 
otherwise fuel those fires.

“I was overwhelmingly pleased 
by the response of our local as-

sets,” Miller said.
One area in which he said county 

leaders will need to focus is mak-
ing sure resources are available at 
evacuation sites whenever disas-
ters force people to leave their 
homes.

“The city of Gatesville and local 
churches and agencies were very 
generous in opening their doors, 
but we as a county have to help 
make sure that food, water and oth-
er resources like cots and blankets 
are available to those who have 
evacuated,” Miller said.

“As far as our local emergency re-
sponders, I was very proud of their 
efforts. They did a truly outstand-
ing job.”

The estimated cost for local vol-
unteer fire departments respond-
ing to the Crittenberg Complex fire 
includes:

n $9,247.86 by Coryell City VFD
n $5,125.50 by Evant VFD
n $11,027.42 by Flat VFD
n $16,155.50 by Gatesville VFD
n $3,280.60 by Jonesboro VFD
n $4,872.39 by Levita VFD
n $4,416.55 by Oglesby VFD
n $14,507.04 by Turnersville VFD

FIREFIGHTERS
FROM PAGE A1

Businesses and governmental offices across Coryell Coun-
ty will join the rest of the nation on Friday, April 15, in cel-
ebration of Good Friday.

Closings in the immediate area include: 
GOVERNMENT

The city of Gatesville and the city of Oglesby will be closed 
on Friday, April 15, and will reopen for regular business 
hours on Monday, April 18. 

SCHOOLS

The Gatesville Independent School will be closed Friday, 
April 15. The district will reopen for normal hours on Mon-
day, April 18.

Oglesby, Evant and Jonesboro school districts will be 
closed on Friday, April 15, and will remain closed until Mon-
day, April 18, when they will resume normal hours.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

BanCorp South will remain open on Friday, April 15 using 

regular office hours. The First National Banks of Gatesville, 
Evant and Oglesby will be closing at 3 p.m. on Friday, April 
15, to observe Good Friday. The Educators Credit Union will 
remain open on Friday, April 15. Extraco Bank will close at 
noon on Friday, April 15 in observance of Good Friday.

LIBRARY

The Gatesville Public Library will be closed on Friday, April 
15 and Saturday, April 16. The library will reopen for normal 
hours on Monday, April 18.

POST OFFICES

Gatesville and all area post offices will remain open on Fri-
day, April 15.

NEWSPAPER

The Gatesville Messenger will be open on Friday, April 15, 
but will close at 1 p.m. The office will reopen on Monday, 
April 18, when they will resume normal business hours.

GOOD FRIDAY CLOSINGS

BIG CITY MEDICINE

Small Town Care

Gatesville • Moody 

Temple • Waco 

 CoryellHealth.org
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PEARL NEWS

Pearl Church of Christ 
VBS changed dates 

Class of 
2022

You can tell your special graduates how 
proud you are of them...in the special section 
“Class of 2022” to be published in the 
Gatesville Messenger May 18, 2022 and 
distributed at the graduation ceremony.

Advertising deadline is April 25, 2022.
2 col.  x    4” ad (3.458” x 4”).................................. $45.00

Congratulations on 
your achievements! 
Remember to take 
life just one pitch at a 
time!

We are so proud of 
you!

Grandma & Grandpa

Joey

2 col. x 4” ad (actual size)

$45.00

For more information
Call the Gatesville Messenger at

254-865-5212

Gatesville Primary

Pre-Kindergarten 

and Kindergarten

Round Up

Pre-K
Wednesday, April 13

4:30 - 6:00 PM

The student must be 4 

September 1, 2022

Kindergarten 
Tuesday, April 12

4:30 - 6:00 PM

The student must be 5 

September 1, 2022 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Check the Gatesville Primary 

Facebook page or 

call 254-865-7264.

Location
Gatesville 

Primary 

main 

entrance
North entrance 

facing the

 football 

stadium

Only one parent is 

needed to complete 

the paperwork. The 

student does not 

need to be present 

at registration.

The Exchange Club of 
Gatesville recently named 
their Students of the Month 
chosen for January and Feb-
ruary 2022.

Students of the Month are 
seniors and are nominated by 
a teacher for their outstand-
ing qualities as a young per-
son. This recognition is not 
based solely on academics, 
but also on character, school 
and community involvement 
and leadership abilities that 
make a well-rounded individ-
ual. Exchange Club members 
receive the nominations and 
score each one on merit.

Two students are selected 
each month from September 
to February. The 12 students 
that are selected during the 
year will be recognized again 
at the Golden Deeds Banquet 
in April. After another round 
of scoring by club mem-
bers, the two students with 
the highest scores will each 
receive $1,000 scholarships 
from the Exchange Club.

The Students of the Month 
chosen for January and Feb-
ruary are Jessi Salas, Lexi 
Poston, Cooper Sutton and 
Baylee Snoddy.

Jessi Salas was nominated 
by teacher Mary Bruton. Bru-
ton described her as being 
extremely intelligent, polite 
and respectful. Bruton also 
said that Salas was hard-
working, dedicated and has 
what it takes to do anything 
mathematically inclined that 
she chooses. The activities 
that Salas has been involved 
with include being a football 
manager during ninth grade 
and serving on the student 
council during her sopho-
more, junior and senior years 
at GHS. She has also served as 
the social officer for the Daz-
zlers during her junior year. 
In addition to being on the A 
Honor Roll, she is a certified 
nursing assistant and has 
performed volunteer work at 
Food for Families. She is the 
daughter of Lisa Reyes and 
Rey Reyes.

Lexi Poston was nominated 
by teacher Mary Bruton. Bru-
ton described her as being a 
young lady who acts respon-

Exchange Club names Students of the Month

PHOTO BY MARY BRUTON

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH: GHS students recently recognized as Students of the Month by the Exchange 
Club of Gatesville are, pictured left to right, Jessi Salas, Lexi Poston, Cooper Sutton and Baylee Snoddy.

sibly and is respectful of her 
surroundings. She also stated 
that Poston does amazing 
academic work and is diligent 
about what she does. Bruton 
also mentioned that Poston 
always has a smile on her face 
and carries a positive atti-
tude – being beautiful on the 
inside as well as the outside. 
Poston has served on the 
student council during her 
sophomore, junior and senior 
years at GHS. She has been 
a part of the cheerleaders/
Dazzlers by serving as first 
lieutenant her junior year and 
captain her senior year. She is 
a certified nursing assistant 
and has been a part of the 
PALs program at GHS. Poston 
has been accepted to attend 
Texas A&M in College Station. 
She is the daughter of David 
and Araceli Poston.

Cooper Sutton was nomi-
nated by teacher Mary Bru-
ton. Bruton described him 
as being intelligent, athletic, 
kind and driven. She said 
that he is very consistent 
with his work and will have 
a bright future. Bruton also 

mentioned that he is a simply 
overall outstanding student 
and worthy of this honor. Sut-
ton has served on the student 
council during his senior 
year. He is a third-year letter-
man in football and was first 
team academic all-district; 
first team academic all-state; 
first team all-district, Helmet 
award. In addition to football, 
he was a third-year letterman 
in wrestling which he partici-
pated in his freshman, sopho-
more and junior years at 
GHS. His involvement in FFA 
has earned him the Discovery 
Degree, Green Hand Degree 
and the Lone Star Degree. He 
has been involved in 4-H for 
10 years and has held posi-
tions as club reporter, club 
safety officer, club secretary, 
recreation officer, club vice 
president and club president. 
Sutton has volunteered at a 
local veterinary clinic and at 
his church. He is the son of 
Shanon and Jalean Sutton.

Baylee Snoddy was nomi-
nated by her teachers Bonnie 
Latham and Cassie Graham. 
Latham described Snoddy as 

a bright young student who 
was eager to do well but will 
not settle for anything short 
of perfection in her work. 
She also said that she has a 
glowing spirit about her that 
radiates care and compas-
sion. Graham described her 
as being organized, hard-
working and committed to a 
rigorous course load. She also 
mentioned that Snoddy has 
a strong work ethic. Snoddy 
has served on the student 
council during her sopho-
more, junior and senior years 
at GHS. Her involvement with 
the cheerleaders/Dazzlers 
has included being the social 
officer, second lieutenant, 
and first lieutenant. After vol-
unteering for 40 hours and 
passing a written and physi-
cal test, she became a certi-
fied CNA. In addition to being 
a lifeguard, babysitter, and 
working at H-E-B, Snoddy also 
has volunteered at the Care 
Center. She is the daughter of 
Ronnie and Susan Snoddy.

BETSY CLARK
The Pearl Church of Christ 

reports that there has been a 
change in the dates of their 
annual VBS from June 6-10 
to May 30-June 3, due to un-
foreseen circumstances. The 
times will remain the same—
9 a.m. to noon each day. As 
always, everyone is invited to 
attend.

The annual Pearl Flea 
Market will be on April 23 
from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
Vendors, personal Junk-in-
Your-Trunk-ers, booths and 
vegetable/fruit markets are 
invited. All sellers will park 
outside around the Commu-
nity Center on a “first come-
first park” basis. A small 
fee of $5 will be charged for 
each booth/vendor/trunk to 
benefit the Pearl Community 
Center. The kitchen will be 
open for something new—
the first Meet and Greet in 
Pearl. Needed are volun-
teers to work the kitchen. 
Bring your favorite snack to 
donate to the kitchen to sell 

to benefit the Community 
Center. If you wish to sign 
up to volunteer for “kitchen 
duty” that day, please call 
Linda Ray at 254-865-9282. 
Everyone is invited. For more 
information or to volun-
teer to work in the kitchen, 
please call Linda Ray at 254-
865-9282.

Michelle Pruett will have 
Kay’s succulents for sale at 
the Pearl Flea Market along 
with five cold cages and 
some larger plants, However, 
if you would like to purchase 
any of these beforehand, you 
can call Michelle at 254-865-
5864 to make an appoint-
ment to see them.

Kay sends her love to ev-
eryone and thanks us for our 
prayers. She also asks for 
continued prayers as she re-
covers from hip surgery. Get 
well soon, Kay! We love you.

The Pearl Baptist Church 
asks that you join them at 
the Evant School for prayers 
for the school and the teach-
ers/staff at 7 a.m. on May 
13. Meet at the Prayer Tree in 
front of the school. Everyone 
is invited.

For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever 
believes in Him shall not per-
ish but have everlasting life. 
John 3:16 

Contact me at betsyc-
lark47@yahoo.com for more 
information or to submit any 
Pearl news.

Buzz’s Floral Shop will 
present its annual plant, 
vegetable and flower sale at 
the Gatesville High School 
Greenhouse. The plant sale 
will be on Thursday, April 

GHS greenhouse to 
hold plant sale

14, Tuesday, April 19, and 
Thursday, April 28 from 8 
a.m. until 5:30 p.m. 

For more information, 
contact Morgan Smart at 
msmart@gatesvilleisd.org.
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FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area FOR INFO:

254-865-2226

Sunday School  9:30am  

Sunday Worship  10:45am

4012 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville
(One mile east of the loop on the south side of Hwy. 84)

 254-248-0053

gracebibletx.com  
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 We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 4/11/22).......

$1950.70
SILVER (XAG/USD 4/11/22)..........

$24.93
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STREET OGRE FORGE RIBBON CUTTING EVENT: The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce recently held 
a ribbon cutting ceremony for business owner Jess Streetman of Street Ogre Forge. Streetman is a 
blacksmith in Gatesville and creates tools and goods whether it be a steak turner, knife, piece of art, or 
other forged goods with the utmost attention to quality and functionality. Streetman can be reached 
by calling 254-223-3577 or you can visit his website at www.streetorgreforge.com. Picture above is 
Streetman cutting the ribbon joined by representatives of the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILL

COURTHOUSE EMPLOYEES SHOW THEIR SUPPORT: Coryell County Courthouse employees recently 
displayed their support for their former co-worker, Cindy Young, who has been battling serious health 
issues. The courthouse employees created the special T-shirts honoring Young with the phrase “Cindy’s 
Tribe” printed on the shirts to show their support and concern.

The first annual Live Oak 
Baptist Church Car Show will 
be held on Saturday, April 
30, from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. at 
Live Oak Baptist Church. All 
proceeds will benefit LOBC 
youth so that they can attend 
church camp.

This will be a family fun 

FUNDRAISERS

Bake Sale to benefit Special Needs Sports
A bake sale will be held on Saturday, April 23, at 10 a.m. as a fundraising event for the 

Central Texas Special Needs Sports Field Day and other future events. The bake sale will 
be held outside at J&M Hill Country Bar-B-Q located at 2601 E. Main St.

Baked goods for the sale can be donated by contacting Heather Gribble at J&M’s. Central 
Texas Special Needs Sports can be found on Facebook. For more information, please call 
254-206-0064 or 254-223-0916.

Bake sale to benefit Nancy Warren
A bake sale to benefit Nancy Warren will be held on Saturday, April 16 from 9 a.m. or 

until sold out. The bake sale will take place at Vintage Royalty which is located at 2401 S. 
Highway 36, Suite 100.

All proceeds from the sale will go to benefit Warren in her fight with leukemia. She is 
currently at M.D. Anderson Hospital in Houston where she is undergoing medical treat-
ments. Warren will probably be treated at the hospital for the next six months or longer.

Any donations or baked goods will be appreciated. For more information about the 
bake sale, please contact Kay Branham at 254-223-3888.

Donations sought for GHS Project Graduation
Project Graduation is an event spearheaded each year by a group of Gatesville High 

School parents who organize a lock-in for seniors on the night of graduation. The event  
has been a tradition for decades and is a good way to keep the seniors off the streets.

If anyone would like to help sponsor the Project Graduation lock-in, checks can be made 
payable to: “Class of 2022 Project Graduation.” Please contact Lisa Baker if you would like 
to sponsor the event or donate. She can be reached by phone at 254-206-0782, or contact 
her by email (lisar_25@yahoo.com). Deadline is May 4.

RIBBON CUTTING

CINDY’S TRIBE

The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service in Coryell 
County will present a Private 
Applicator Training session 
from 8:30 a.m.-noon April 20 
at its office in Gatesville. The 
class will be limited to the 
first 15 paid participants.

“This training is for people 
who do not have a Texas 
Department of Agriculture li-
cense to apply restricted-use 
pesticides on their property 
or those who had a license 
that expired at least a year 
ago,” said Robert Ferguson, 
County Extension Agent, 
Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources, Coryell County. 

Cost is $80 per person, 
which includes training and 

The Gatesville Country Mu-
sic Hall of Fame is proud to 
welcome “Jay and Tammy” 
for a return visit to the Gates-
ville City Auditorium stage 
Friday, April 15, for a free 
concert. 

Mountain Baptist Church 
invites the public to join them 
for a time of good preaching, 
singing and fellowship at their 
revival services which will be 
held from April 24-27.

The Cherry family will pres-
ent the love of Christ through 
music and through the 

Upcoming Events

AgriLife Extension in Coryell 
County to offer Private 
Applicator Training

two study manuals. Make 
checks or money orders pay-
able to Ag Industries Com-
mittee. Credit cards will not 
be accepted. There will be 
additional fees associated 
with applying for a license 
and online testing. Registra-
tion must be done in person 
in the Coryell County Exten-
sion Office by April 14.

Registration will begin at 
8:30 a.m., with training from 
9 a.m.-noon. Lunch is not 
included.

The license cannot be used 
for commercial, government 
or for-hire applicators. 

“When you pass the exami-
nation, you can submit for 
a Private Applicator License 

to be used on agricultural 
lands,” Ferguson said. “To 
maintain your license and 
keep it current, you will need 
to earn 15 Texas Department 
of Agriculture continuing 
education units within a five-
year period. If you are not 
able to earn these within that 
five-year period, your license 
will not be renewed.”

Participants should bring a 
calculator and photo identi-
fication.

For more information, 
contact the Coryell County 
Extension Office by e-mail 
(Robert.Ferguson@ag.tamu.
edu) or call 254-865-2414.

EASTER

Cross Walk to take place on Good Friday
First Baptist Church of Flat is planning its annual Cross Walk on Good Friday.
Community members are welcome to join in the walk as they carry a wooden cross 

down Main Street in Gatesville.
Those attending are asked to meet at First United Methodist Church in Gatesville at 8 

a.m. on April 15. At 9 a.m., they will start walking down Main Street toward the west side 
of town and will carry the cross to the Prayer Garden at the three crosses at CCC.

After a public devotional, they will dismiss.

FUMC wraps up Easter schedule
The First United Methodist Church of Gatesville is celebrating Holy Week which kicked 

off Palm Sunday, April 10.
A Maundy Thursday worship service will be held on Thursday, April 14, at 6:30 p.m. On 

Friday, April 15, there will be a Good Friday worship service at 6:30 p.m.
On Saturday, April 16, there will be a community Easter egg hunt at 10 a.m. 
On Easter Sunday, April 17, there will be a community sunrise service held at the three 

crosses at 7 a.m. Sanctuary services will be held at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Between the 
two services, at 9:30 a.m., there will be an Easter egg hunt and celebration for the children.

On Sunday evening, April 24, the First United Methodist Church Chancel Choir, Morning 
Song, and other community choir members will present “Once Upon a Morning: From Res-
urrection to Pentecost” at 6 p.m. in the church sanctuary.

The Cantata focuses on the Biblical accounts of the post resurrection appearances of Je-
sus from that First Easter evening through Pentecost.

A donation will be taken for mission work in the Ukraine.
The choir will be directed by Charles Ament and accompanied by Rosemary Whittle.
First United Methodist Church is located at 2600 E. Main. For more information, call 

254-865-2520.

Revival at Mountain Baptist
preaching of God’s word.

Services will begin Sunday 
morning, April 24, at 11 a.m. 
followed by a barbecue meal 
at noon and services again 
on Sunday evening at 6:30 
p.m.

Revival services will con-
tinue Monday through 

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
p.m. with a light fellowship 
meal before each service at 
5:30 p.m.

Mountain Baptist Church 
is located at 6319 E. US High-
way 84. For more informa-
tion, please call 254-383-
2634.

Live Oak Baptist to host car show
event including food, drinks 
and a bounce house. The 
entry fee will be $25, and tro-
phies will be awarded.

For more information, con-
tact Star Hamilton at 254-
493-7526 or Greg Casey at 
254-206-0056. 

Those interested in par-

ticipating in the car show can 
register using the following 
link: https://sites.google.
com/view/lobcccarshow/
home

Live Oak Baptist Church is 
located at 113 FM 107.

Music Hall of Fame April 15
The Gatesville Country Mu-

sic Hall of Fame seeks to pro-
vide good, wholesome music 
with a family-oriented flavor 
at our free concerts held at 
The Gatesville City Audito-
rium Stage located at 110 N. 

8th St. in Gatesville on the 
third Friday each month.

The doors open at 6:45 
p.m. and the show with our 
own Country Sounds Band 
will kick off the festivities at 
7 p.m.
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OBITUARIES

The DISPATCH

www.BarNVeterinaryClinic.com

Bar N Veterinary Clinic, PC

Drive Thru Rabies/Vaccination Clinic
Saturday, April 23rd

8:30–11:30 a.m. • South side of Bar N Clinic

4706 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville | (254) 865-8466

Vaccine Discounts Available
WE CHIP PETS!

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

CHARLES 
(CHUCK) 
BLEDSOE
Dec. 5, 1937 – April 5, 2022

Charles (Chuck) Bledsoe, 
age 84, of Gatesville, passed 
away on Tuesday, April 5, 
2022.

Graveside services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Thursday, 
April 14, 2022, at Restland 
Cemetery. Visitation with 
Chuck’s family will be held 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 13 at Scott’s Funeral 
Home.

Charles “Chuck” Wilmer 
Bledsoe was born on Dec. 
5, 1937, in Andalusia, Ala-
bama to Ruby Lois Holland 
Bledsoe and Wilmer J.D. 
“Bill” Bledsoe. He joined the 
Army before graduating high 
school and completed his 
basic training in Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina and Fort Gor-
don, Georgia. He then went 
on to Korea, where he was en-
gaged in enemy action. After 

MARY BRAZIEL
Aug. 12, 1946 – April 4, 2022

Mary Jane (Clemons) 
Hrdlicka Braziel of Sun City, 
Arizona, passed away on 
April 4, 2022, after a five-
month battle with pancreatic 
cancer.

Mary is survived by her 
daughter Heidi (Eric) Friese of 
Peoria, Arizona and her son 
Scott Hrdlicka of Rome, New 
York; grandchildren Meagan 

returning from his first tour, 
he reenlisted in 1956 with the 
151 Signal Battalion and was 
attached to the Air Force and 
was designated SCARWAF. 
After completing his second 
tour of service, he was sta-
tioned in Fort Hood where he 
met the love of his life, Phay 
Nell Keener. The two married 
soon after and made Gates-
ville their lifelong home. 
Following Chuck’s discharge 
from the service and after he 
had finished raising his fam-
ily, he became a very active 
member in the local VFW Post 
8230 where he wore many 
hats, including Commander. 
He was a lifetime member 
with the American Legion 
Post 42 where he was also a 
member of The Legion Rid-
ers. 

Chuck would call himself 
a “jack of all trades and mas-
ter of none,” although most 
thought differently. Among 
them were working and driv-
ing trucks for Anchor Plas-
tics, and also driving a bus for 
the Southwestern Transit Co. 
He was also employed with 
State School for Boys, owned 
and operated “Bledsoe’s 
Garage” and later became a 
business owner and opera-
tor of Gatesville Radiator & 
Wrecker Shop. One could say 
Chuck had a fascination for 
the thrill and excitement of 
life. He loved to drive and 
raced as often as he could on 
dirt racetracks locally. He and 
Phay Nell raced go-karts to-
gether and later in life, were 

avid Harley Davidson riders 
which included trips to Yel-
lowstone and many other 
places. His hobbies included 
building “stuff,” including his 
ranch home in Purmela. He 
also enjoyed fishing, playing 
the guitar, traveling, and later 
gardening. He had great love 
for animals.

During a normal workweek, 
you could almost set your 
watch for the 7 a.m. men’s 
get-together at Davidson 
Auto for donuts, coffee and 
story time. If Chuck wasn’t 
busy creating a story, he was 
definitely telling one. His 
presence in this life will be 
missed by those he has left 
behind, but his memories and 
stories will always remain 
and into the arms of God, we 
entrust.

Chuck was preceded in 
death by his parents, Lois and 
Wilmer Bledsoe; wife, Phay 
Nell Bledsoe; sister, Mary 
Bledsoe Onderdonk; and a 
brother, Larry Bledsoe.

He is survived by his lov-
ing children: Terry Wayne 
Bledsoe and wife, Jerrie, of 
Gatesville; daughter, Char-
lotte Dear and husband, 
David, of Rockport. He also 
leaves behind extended fam-
ily members both in Alabama 
and Texas.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the 
American Legion Post #42, 
214 Watts Lane, Gatesville, 
TX 76528, which supports 
the community he loved so 
much.

Friese, Matthew Friese (Haley) 
with one great-grandchild on 
the way; and Alex Hrdlicka. 
She is survived by her broth-
er, Gary Clemons (Karen) of 
Cleveland, Minnesota and her 
step-niece and nephew Heidi 
Jo Wells and Eddie Engelby. 
Her husband, Tony, step-
niece Carrie Youngerberg and 
her nephew Joshua Clemons 
pre-deceased her.

She was born on August 
12, 1946, in Waseca, Minne-
sota, to Donald and Lorraine 
(Knish) Clemons. Affection-
ately known as “Janie,” she 
grew up in rural Waterville, 
Minnesota, on a farm. She at-
tended school in the Water-
ville and graduated in 1964 
and was a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society.

In December 1964, she 
married George Hrdlicka and 
had two children. They di-
vorced in 1995. In 1997, she 
married Tony Braziel.

Mary’s employment career 

began by working in the Le 
Sueur County Welfare Depart-
ment as a secretary. Mary’s 
other employment opportu-
nities included Rice County 
Clerk of Court; legal secretary 
in two law firms; secretary 
in two school systems; and 
lastly, 30 years as executive 
legal assistant at Carlson 
Companies in Minnetonka, 
Minnesota. Upon retirement 
in 2014, she and Tony moved 
to Gatesville.

She bowled in several 
leagues and won many 
awards for her bowling 
achievements. She enjoyed 
scrapbooking, making greet-
ing cards, going to casinos 
and crocheting afghans.

Mary’s remains have been 
cremated. At the request of 
the deceased, there will be 
no funeral service. In lieu of 
a gathering, Mary asks that 
those who crossed her path 
in life, share memories she 
left with her children.

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
April 6

8:23 a.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 200 block of S. 
Lovers Lane.

3:35 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 1600 
block of E. Main Street.

3:49 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 1900 block of 
Waco Street.

7:17 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2200 block of 
Bridge Street.

7:51 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1100 
block of Westview Drive.
April 7

8:45 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2500 
block of E. Main Street.

9:29 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 200 block of 
S. Lovers Lane.

4:16 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 2600 block of 
Powell Drive.

4:59 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 
20000 block of Triple A Road.

6:38 p.m., a burglary was 

The following is a partial breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of April 6 –9. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls 
should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

reported in the 100 block of 
Magaldi Street.

11:04 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 200 
block of S. Lovers Lane.
April 8

12:04 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
2100 block of E. Main Street.

2:31 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 300 block 
of Shady Lane.

7:52 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 2800 block of 
S. State Highway 36.

4:10 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 3000 
block of FM 1113.

7:17 p.m., an intoxicated 
driver was reported in the 
2700 block of E. Main Street.

9:31 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1300 
block of Mills Street.
April 9

9:55 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 2000 block of 
E. Main Street.

3:13 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 2800 
block of S. State Highway 36.

7:26 p.m., suspicious activ-

ity was reported in the 1200 
block of Coryell City Road.

9:54 p.m., a missing person 
was reported in the 500 block 
of Live Oak Street.

11:51 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 600 block 
of King Country Road.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
April 6

7:32 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on Har-
mon Road and Table Rock.

2:16 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported on Slater 
Road at CR 113.

3:45 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 4200 
block of E. Highway 84.

5:59 p.m., trespassing was 
reported in the 100 block of 
High Mesa.

6:44 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
6300 block of E. Highway 84.
April 7

1:13 a.m., an animal bite 
was reported in the 700 block 
of CR 258.

7:19 a.m., a minor accident 
was reported on FM 215 at 
the county line.

3:45 p.m., a civil matter was 
reported in the 300 block of 
FM 107.

3:46 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 3000 block of 
CR 107.

5:16 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Canyon Drive.

6:49 p.m., a runaway was 
reported in the 1200 block of 
Lutheran Church Road.
April 8

8:07 a.m., the burglary of a 
building was reported in the 
300 block of FM 107.

8:26 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on S. 
Hwy. 36 at CR 357.

3:39 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1200 block of 
CR 238.

4:08 p.m., illegal dumping 
was reported in the 200 block 
of Linda’s Lane.

5:18 p.m., a dog bite was 
reported in the 200 block of 
CR 207.
April 9

8:49 a.m., an animal bite 
was reported in the 300 block 
of FM 107.

11:00 a.m., a major acci-
dent was reported in the 300 
block of FM 107.

4:38 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
700 block of Scheele Road.

8:48 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Harrell Drive.

8:50 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
215 at Mountain View Unit.

11:56 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 600 block of 
King Country Road.

The Sam Houston Chap-
ter of the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas recently 
traveled from Belton with 
their families to visit to the 
historic Eagle Springs Bap-
tist Church located in south-
eastern Coryell County.

DRT chapter president, 
Charlotte Weiss, introduced 
Martha Deeringer and David 
Scott who told those assem-

bled about the history of the 
church which was built in 
1878. The church was an off 
branch of an earlier church, 
the Onion Creek Baptist 
Church, which was found-
ed in 1858. Governor Pat 
M. Neff, who was born and 
raised in the community, 
attended the Eagle Springs 
Baptist Church as a child 
and always considered it to 

DRT visits historic church in 
Coryell County

be his “church home.” 
The Sam Houston Chapter 

of the DRT was founded in 
1933 and have made excur-
sions to Coryell County, spe-
cifically to Mother Neff State 
Park, for the past 60 years. 
While visiting the church, a 
new member, Hillary Hick-
man, was installed to join the 
organization.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

HOSTING VISITORS:  Eagle Springs Baptist Church was recently visited by the Sam Houston Chapter 
of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas from Belton.

The Greenbriar Cemetery 
Association will hold its an-
nual meeting on Saturday, 
May 7, at 9 a.m. at the cem-
etery.

The annual business meet-
ing of the Murphree Cem-
etery Association in Evant is 
scheduled to take place at 
2 p.m. on Sunday, April 24 
at the First National Bank in 
Evant.

The agenda will include 
a financial report, election 

Greenbriar Cemetery 
Association to meet in May

For those who cannot at-
tend the meeting, donations 
to the Greenbriar Cemetery 
Association can be sent in 
care of Sherrie Barton, 2470 

Greenbriar Road, Gatesville, 
Texas, 76528.

For more information 
about the cemetery associa-
tion, call 254-865-3341.

April 24 meeting set for 
Murphree Cemetery Association

of some of the officers and 
directors, and a report on 
the maintenance of the cem-
etery.

Those who are unable to 
attend, but need to make 
their annual maintenance 
payment, may send a check 
made out to the Murphree 

Cemetery Association to 
P.O. Box 144, Evant, Texas, 
76525. The maintenance fee 
is $8 per grave and grave 
site.

For more information, 
contact Scott Marwitz at 
254-749-3932.

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, April 9, 2022 
Jody & Robin Thomas, (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville •  (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 165-200 
300-400 lb. 165-195 
400-500 lb. 160-190
500-600 lb. 145-175
600-700 lb. 135-165
700-800 lb. 130-150

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 140-175
300-400 lb. 140-165    
400-500 lb. 130-160
500-600 lb. 130-150
600-700 lb. 125-140
700-800 lb. 110-130

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 85-95
Low Yielding 65-75       
Fats 75-88
Thin & Shelly 35-55

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 85-116

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1400-1600
Young Fair 1200-1400 
Aged Pairs 900-1200

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 600-1250

Number of Head 473

HAPPY EASTER!!
Closed Sat., April 16
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Electronics
 

Free Samsung 55” TV. Call 
for details, 254-368-3856. 
00029239

037

Help Wanted
 

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!
 Experienced Shingle Roofers 
to work on North Fort Hood 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSI-
CAL and BACKGROUND 
CHECK TO OBTAIN AC-
CESS TO MILITARY BAS-
ES. CONTACT JOHNSON 
ROOFING AT 254-662-5571 
OR VIA EMAIL LFULLER@
JROOF.COM 
00029219

 

HOUSEKEEPER WANT-
ED: I need a housekeeper to 
help with light housekeeping 
chores two days per month. 
Three bedroom, three bath-
rooms, two residents. Call 
254-248-0665 if interested. 
00029240

First United Methodist Church 
in Gatesville is looking for 
candidates interested in serv-
ing as the Secretary/Of ce 
Manager. Those interested 
must be skilled in all Micro-
soft Of ce Applications, have 
the ability to multi-task, and 
must have excellent people 
skills. Those who wish to 
apply should send a resume 
to Stephen Schmidt at 2600 
E. Main, Gatesville, Texas 
76528, or call 254-265-2520 
for more information.  00029230
 

Need a couple of teens to do 
homeowner chores on Satur-
days. Pay $12/hr. 254-223-
1238, Bill Burt.  00029238
 

045

Services

  

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC
Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00029033

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00029089

  

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00029220

 

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00029221

 

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com 
00029222

  

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287.  00029223

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,  Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613
00029224

 

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00029226

 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00029227

 

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, 
lot clearing, 

stump and brush 
removal. 

254-563-3535 
www.yoseftreeservice.com

00029228
 

 

Weekly Feature for Tues, 
04/12 - Sat, 04/16 is ACCES-
SORIES! Boys & Girls Club 
Resale Shop, 1706 E. Main.  
00029205

 

COMMUNITY-WIDE GA-
RAGE SALE in Hamilton. 
April 22-23. Sale map avail-
able in the Hamilton Herald-
News. 
00029246

 

Barn Sale & Antique Store 
Sale, lots of old stuff and 
junk! Friday-Saturday, April 
15-16, 8:30-4:30, Hwy. 281 
N., Evant. Utterly Divine An-
tiques. 
00029247

099

Public Notices
 

Notice is hereby given by 116 
Storage of the sale of con-
tents, by public auction, of the 
following, pursuant to the as-
sertion of a manager’s posses-
sory lien against them in order 
to collect the amounts due on 
them:

Name
Leslie Hopkins
Stanley Morgan
Tereseanna Cook
Lloyd Jones
Larry Manion

The auction will be held at 
9:00 a.m. Saturday, April 16, 
2022 (weather permitting) at 
116 Storage, 2445 S. Hwy. 
116, Gatesville, TX.

Terms: Cash 
00029236

   

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Carol Jean 
Hooks Lambert, Deceased, 
were issued on April 5, 2022,  
in Cause No. 22-10624, pend-
ing in the County Court at Law 
of Coryell County, Texas, to: 
Kevin Kite.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr.
       Attorney at Law
       109 S. 7th Street
       Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 7th day of April, 
2022.

Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney for Kevin Kite
State Bar No.:  16058500
109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas  76528
Telephone:  (254) 865-8475
Facsimile:  (254) 865-5274
E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.
com 
00029248

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamen-
tary for the Estate of Edgar 
Lee Swader, Deceased, were 
issued on April 5, 2022,  in 
Cause No. 22-10441, pending 
in the County Court at Law 
of Coryell County, Texas, to: 
Laura Foley.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr.
       Attorney at Law
       109 S. 7th Street
       Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 7th day of April, 
2022.

Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney for Laura Foley
State Bar No.:  16058500
109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas  76528
Telephone:  (254) 865-8475
Facsimile:  (254) 865-5274
E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.
com 
00029249

 

Public Notice:

On April 14, 2022 at 8:30 AM 
the Coryell County Tax Of ce 
will conduct a test on the au-
tomatic tabulating equipment 
used to count ballots for the 
upcoming May 7, 2022 Elec-
tions. The test is open to the 
public and will be conducted 
at 201 S. 7th St. Gatesville, 
TX 76528. 
00029245

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments
Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW
HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Gatesville, TX}76528

off: (254) 404-2500
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

� RN Unit Manager – FT

� RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing
� Wound Care/Infection Control – 
LVN or RN – FT
� MDS – LVN or RN FT
� Activity Aide – FT
� Transportation Aide – FT; Must 
have a current Driver License and be 

a CNA for the state of Texas

� LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

� CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

� CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts

Assisted/Independent Living:
� CNA – FT, Days and nights

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Coryell Health Medical Clinic:
� LVN – FT
�

Coryell Health Medical Clinic - 
Waco: 

Coryell Health Home Health: 

Culinary: 

EMS:

FT 
*$8000 SIGN ON BONUS

*$4000 SIGN ON BONUS

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:

• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave
Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life 

and supplemental Insurances.
EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

Emergency Department:

*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

ICU:

*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Material Management: 

Med Surg:

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 

Radiology:

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:

*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

$14.50
25 words or less, 1 issue
2nd consecutive issue is free without changes
Additional Words.....................70¢ each
Bold or Centered Type...........Add $1.00
Border.....................................Add $1.00

0H�฀����	฀���
����฀s฀&AX�฀����	฀���
����
classifieds@gatesvillemessenger.com
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DEADLINES
7EDNESDAY฀)SSUE�฀��฀!�-�฀&RIDAY

Saturday Issue: 10 A.M. Wednesday

All Classified Ads Must Be Paid In Advance
Ads will not run until payment is received, unless credit 

has been established.
All forms of Debit and Credit Cards are accepted.

We are not responsible for errors when ads are taken over the phone. 

We ask all advertisers to read over their advertisement after the first 

run and let us know if corrections need to be made. Corrections can be 

made to advertisements after the first run if we are informed immedi-

ately by advertiser, so read carefully.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to 

advertise  “any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 

origin, or an intention to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination.” Familial status includes children under the age 

of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and people  securing custody of children under 18. This newspaper 

will not knowingly accept any advertising  for real state  which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that 

all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free telephone number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, The Gatesville Messenger does not guarantee products or services advertised. 

We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade 

Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC website is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

Kenneth Russell 
Shredding Service, small 

or large acreage. 
Call 254-223-3119.

045

Services

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential & Commercial
Complete Re-Roofs and 

Repairs
Fully Insured

Insurance Assistance
254-662-9900 or

Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 
00029022
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060

Garage Sale

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
(Aviso de Elección Especial)

To the registered voters of the County of Coryell, Texas:
(a los votantes registrados del Condado de Coryell , Texas)
Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below 
will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., on May 7, 2022, 
for voting in a special election to adopt or reject the pro-
posed Constitutional Amendments as submitted by the 
87th Legislature, of the State of Texas,

(Por la presente se noti ca que los lugares de votación que se 
enumeran a continuation estarán abiertos de 7:00 am a 7:00 
pm, el 7 de mayo de 2022, para votar en una elección especial 
para adoptar o rechazar las Enmiendas Constitucionales pro-
puestas presentadas por la Legislatura 87, Sesión Regulae, del 
Estado de Texas).

This election will be held under the County wide polling 
place program.  A voter may vote at any of the following 
vote centers. You do not have to vote in the precinct that 
you live in.
(Esta elección se celebrará en el recientemente aprobado todo 
el Condado programa electoral. Cada elector podrá votar en 
cualquiera de los siguientes centros de votación. Usted no tiene 
que votar en el precinto electoral en el cual usted vive.)

May 7, 2022 7 am - 7 pm

Copperas Cove Civic Center -  1206 W Ave B, 
Copperas Cove
Copperas Cove Early Voting Center - 508 B Cove Ter-
race, Copperas Cove
Evant City Hall -   598 E Hwy 84, 
Evant
Oglesby Community Center -  118 Main St, 
Oglesby
Gatesville Annex-   801 E Leon St, 
Gatesville

Early voting by personal appearance will be conducted 
each weekday at:
(La votación adelantada en persona se llevara a cabo de Lunes 
a Viernes en:)

801 E Leon St., Gatesville
508 B Cove Terrace Shopping Center, Copperas Cove 
339 Memory Lane, Evant

Between the hours of:
(durante los horas de:)

April 25-29    8 am - 5 pm
May 2-3     7 am - 7 pm

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to:
(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votaran en ausencia por 
correo deberan enviarse a:) 

Justin Carothers
P.O. Box 6
201 S 7th St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Applications for a ballot by mail can be emailed to:
(las solicitudes de votación pueden enviarse por correo elec-
trónico a)

tac@coryelltax.com
www.coryellcountytax.org

Applications for ballots by mail must be received no later 
than the close of business on:
(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votaran en ausencia por 
correo deberan recibirse para el  n de las horas de negocio el)
April 26, 2022

Issued this the 7th day of April 2022.
(Emitada este 7 dia de april , 2022.)

/s/ Roger Miller
Coryell County Judge 00029243
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Public Notices

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the William Russell Pru-
ett, Deceased, were issued 
on April 5, 2022,  in Cause 
No. 22-10555, pending in the 
County Court at Law of Co-
ryell County, Texas, to: Mi-
chelle Jones.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr.

       Attorney at Law

       109 S. 7th Street

       Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 7th day of April, 
2022.

Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney for Michelle Jones
State Bar No.:  16058500
109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas  76528
Telephone:  (254) 865-8475
Facsimile:  (254) 865-5274
E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.
com 
00029250
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The secret code to crack 
Beeper’s riddle is hidden in 
the egg rows.

              is the letter A.The 
egg to the right of it is B. 
The next is C, and so on. 

The alphabet follows in 
order from left to right, top 
to bottom. Each egg stands 
for one letter of the alphabet.

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 19

Standards Links: Decoding: Recognize letters of the alphabet. Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Mr. E.B. Rabbit has an Easter 
Basket all ready to deliver. 
But he can’t remember where 
he put it. Take your pencil 
and show him the way 
through the maze to the 
basket. Don’t retrace your 
route or cross any lines.

Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Distinguish 
between fact and opinion in 

expository text.

Look through the 
newspaper for 
advertisements 
with an Easter 

theme. Circle the 
facts in yellow. 

Circle the 
opinions in green.

Buzz and Beeper Bunny are back with all 
kinds of Easter fun!

If the activities on this page seem hard, 
find some bunny to help you. If it looks 
easy, help some bunny younger than you!

COOPERVILLE – Last night, 

things really started hopping 

for Henrietta Hen. The young 

mother of 152 is __________ 

with excitement over the 

unusual __________ in her 

nest last night.

“I was just dozing off, around 

___________ when one of my 

eggs began to shake,” 

Henrietta recalls. “Now I 

know why I didn’t hear the 

tapping and ________ sounds 

the sweet beaks of my chicks 

usually make as they crack out 

of their shells.”

When Henrietta’s egg finally 

opened, a smiling ________ 

hopped out. “I nearly flew the 

coop!” Mrs. Hen said.

Although she is a bit 

“chicken” when it comes to all 

of the media _________, 

Henrietta’s story will soon be 

made into a book and a movie.

“I guess I’ll enjoy the fame 

while it lasts,” Henrietta says. 

“However, I don’t like to put 

all of my ____ in one basket.”

Draw a line to where 
each of these missing 
words belongs in the 
article.

Only two of these bonnets 
are exactly alike. Can you 
find them?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: 
Follow simple written instructions.

Easter Bunny 
Spotted

The Easter Bunny has been spotted, and 
you are the reporter covering the story.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

DECORATED

BUDDIES

OPINIONS

HATCHING

MOVIE

MEDIA

BONNET

BASKET

BEAKS

COOP

CRACK

CHICKEN

FACTS
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Reporter Game

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Ask clarifying 
questions about essential textual elements, restate facts and 
details, clarify and organize ideas.

With a partner, read a newspaper article. One 
of you must choose to be a person in the article 
and the other should be the reporter. Decide 
what questions were asked to get the relevant 
information and then role-play the interview.

   Buzz Bunny has decorated his eggs with 
number patterns. Help Beeper figure out where to put each of the 
numbers left in the basket. Draw a line to where each egg belongs.

Standards Link: Math/Probability: Recognize patterns.

… laughing with people, 
not at them.

Some phrases people use don’t 
mean exactly what they say. For 
example the saying, “Its raining cats 
and dogs,” doesn’t mean that cats 
and dogs are falling from the sky. It 
is a phrase people use to say it is 
raining hard.

These kinds of phrases are called 

idioms.

The Eqq-quirer page has several 
idioms. Find the idiom that goes 
with each meaning below:

1. Meaning: I was really surprised!

    Idiom:

2. Meaning: To be afraid.

    Idiom:

3. Meaning: Not to depend on one 
    thing.

    Idiom:

4. Meaning: Things are getting busy.

    Idiom:

ANSWERS:
1. I nearly flew the coop!
2. she is a bit “chicken”
3. don’t put your eggs in one basket
4. things really started hopping

Standards Link: Vocabulary: Apply knowledge 
of idioms to determine the meaning of phrases.

Building a new generation of champions

Photos submitted by 
Sunshine Buckner

Breeze Buckner and Ben Woodson, 2nd place junior high singles.
Kate Campbell and Isis Germain, 2nd place in junior high doubles.

London Kizer, 3rd place junior high 
girls singles.

Zayden Charles, 3rd place junior high 
boys singles.

Gatesville Junior High tennis 
players recently competed in 
a tennis tournament, and had 
several athletes who earned 
medals.

Gabreil Hall and Matthew Lynn, 2nd place in junior high doubles. Madeline Fast and Finn Rogers won 1st place in junior high doubles.
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LADY HORNET FIGHT: Madison Hester makes the throw from the outfield for the Gatesville softball team, which will host Brownwood at 5 p.m. Thursday.
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Lady Hornets falls to Badgers, 5-2
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Gatesville Lady Hornets fell 5-2 in their District 6-4A 
contest against Lampasas on Friday, April 8, in a softball 
game at Lampasas High School.

The Lady Hornets hoped to rebound in this game, but the 
game got away from them - most notably in the sixth inning 

because the Badgers hit a three-run home run. In the same 
inning, the Lady Hornets had a single run.

Gatesville struggled at-bat, only reaching base on a hit 
twice, but stayed in the game defensively. 

“We played a really good game last night; things just didn’t 
fall our way,” GHS coach Andrea Holdbrook said. “The girls 
never gave up and played hard, making Lampasas earn the 

win.” 
Gatesville was scheduled to play Cameron Yoe in a non-

district game on Tuesday and will re-enter district play 
against Brownwood on Thursday. Both games will be in 
Gatesville. The Lady Hornets’ record is now 8-16-2 overall, 
and their district record is 2-3.

DETERMINATION IN ACTION: 
Kallie Featherston delivers 
the pitch for the Lady Hornets, 
who will look to get back in 
the win column Thursday with 
a district battle against the 
Brownwood Lady Lions.

TRISTON MCGEHEE |  
THE GATESVILLE  

MESSENGER

MAINTAINING CONCENTRA-
TION: Riann Tippit looks to make 
the throw for the Lady Hornets, 
who are looking forward to an 
upcoming home district clash 
with Brownwood.

TRISTON MCGEHEE |  
THE GATESVILLE  

MESSENGER

Sports editor sought 
for The Messenger

The Gatesville Messenger, your local twice-
weekly newspaper, seeks a sports reporter 
who can file accurate, timely and interesting 
stories on a deadline.

The applicant must have good writing and 
photography skills and work well in a team 
atmosphere. Experience is preferred but re-
cent graduates will be considered.

Growth and future opportunities exist.
The Messenger is part of a four-newspaper 

media group which is innovative, team direct-
ed and motivated. We offer a benefits package 
which includes health insurance, 401k, paid 
time off as well as a competitive salary.

Please send your resume to sam@hcnews.
com



INSIDE

Your guide to the Easter 
liturgical celebration

Mass readings from scripture

Answering questions about 
Lent

The origins of Easter Sunday

Easter egg hunts and other 
eggceptional traditions

Explaining the meaning of 
Easter to children

7 movies to watch this Easter 
season

Easter traditions around the 
world

Ham takes center stage for 
holiday entertaining

Cheerful dessert brings smiles 
to Easter celebrations

A SPECIAL REPORT
WEDNESDAY, April 13, 2022
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THE ROAD TO EASTER
In the weeks leading up 

to Easter, some partici-
pate in a 40-day period of 
fasting, repentance and 
spiritual discipline known 
as Lent. In western Chris-
tianity, Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday. Easter is pre-
ceded by Holy Week, which 
starts with Palm Sunday, 
the celebration of Jesus’ tri-
umphant entry into Jerusa-
lem, and encompasses Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday. 

Services during Lent and 
Holy Week are special and 
differ from others in the 
liturgical year. On Palm 
Sunday, for example, Ro-
man Catholics and other 
Christians will take part in 
the reading of the Passion, 
which details Judas’ betray-
al of Jesus Christ, and His 
crucifixion. 

EASTER VIGIL
The Easter Vigil is an an-

cient liturgy celebrated on 
the night before Easter Sun-
day. It began as an all-night 
vigil, but has since been 

shortened. The Vigil begins 
with the church shrouded 
in darkness before a candle 
is lit from a fire outside the 
church. The candle repre-
sents Jesus Christ, the light 
of the world. Eventually all 
the candles in the sanctu-
ary are lit from the Easter 
candle.  Readings focus on 
God’s marvelous plan and 
span from Genesis to the 
New Testament.

THE RESURRECTION OF 
THE LORD

Easter Sunday Mass is a 
celebratory time for Chris-
tians. Most attend services 
in their formal clothing and 
give thanks to Jesus and to 
bask in the light of His eter-
nal life.

According to the Unit-
ed States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, Easter 
Sunday features key read-
ings and responses. The 
First Reading is from Acts 
10:34a, 37-43, and speaks 
of Jesus of Nazareth be-
ing anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. The Second Reading 
is from Colossians 3:1-4 or 

Corinthians 5:6B-8, which 
details following Christ and 
turning away from sin and 
into His Glory. The Gospel 
that will be read can be one 
of these four: John 20:1-
9, Matthew 28:1-10, Luke 
24:13-35, or Mark 16:1-7. 
These readings each speak 
to the discovery of Jesus’ 
empty burial tomb and 
reassure disciples they 
should not be afraid be-
cause He has been raised 
from the dead in glory.

Depending on the parish, 
refreshments may follow 
the Easter mass and there 
is a fellowship of the com-
munity joined together on 
this holy day. Families then 
go home to their individual 
Easter celebrations, often 
sharing a lamb or ham din-
ner with family and friends.

Easter Sunday Mass is 
the penultimate Holy Week 
celebration in the Christian 
Church. It is a time of great 
joy and tradition.
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Your guide to the Easter 
liturgical celebration
(MetroCreativeConnection)

E
aster is the holiest day of the year for Christians. According to bib-

lical scripture, Jesus Christ is the promised Messiah and Savior to 

the World. Easter Sunday marks His Resurrection from death on the 

cross, upon which He paid the full penalty for humanity’s sins by of-

fering a spotless sacrifice in Himself, established the Christian religion and 

belief in everlasting life after death.

120 Reno Rd.  midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Gatesville, TX 76528 Master Lic. No. 42617

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

Tyler Powell

254-223-3551

Zach Hodges

254-383-6267

Residential &

Commercial

Mass readings 
from scripture

W
hether 
one at-
tends 
mass in 

Australia, the U.S. or Canada on 
any given Sunday, one is apt to 
hear the same Bible verses being 
read that day. The reason for that 
dates back to the Second Vati-
can Council and its desire for the 
public to draw more deeply on 
scripture in the liturgical life of 
the church. 

Scripture is proclaimed ac-
cording to a schedule of pas-
sages called a lectionary. Roman 
Catholics follow the Lectionary for 
Mass, while other western church-
es abide by the Revised Common 
Lectionary. The earliest Christians 
simply read the scriptures that 
were available in their communi-
ties. 

Through the years, scripture 
was collaborated in books and 
missals. The current Lection-
ary for Mass was created in 1970 
and has been revised twice. The 
Revised Common Lectionary was 

created by a 
panel of experts 

and then reviewed, adapted 
and approved by various Protes-

tant church authorities in 1983. 
Both lectionaries are organized 

on a three-year cycle, according 
to U.S. Catholic magazine. Year 
A is the year of Matthew, Year B 
is Mark, and Year C is Luke. The 
Gospel of John is used each year 
during Christmas, Lent and Easter, 
as well as in Year B, to round out 
the year since Mark’s gospels are 
short. 

The first readings usually come 
from one of the books of the Old 
Testament or from the Acts of 
the Apostles during Eastertime. 
The second reading comes from a 
New Testament letter or the Book 
of Revelation during Easter. The 
first and second readings typically 
connect thematically to the gospel 
reading. Sundays and feast day 
scripture is arranged so that the 
more important biblical passages 
are highlighted. 

The cycle for readings for Ad-
vent, Christmas and Easter is 
yearly and the readings remain 
the same each year. 

(MetroCreativeConnection)

Join us for Easter services Sunday, April 17

Gatesville Church of Christ 2417 E. Main

Bible classes begin at 9:30 am   |   Worship service begins at 10:30 am  
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The Presbyterian 
Church of Gatesville

Passion Week & Easter Services at TPCG:
Palm Sunday (“Waving of the Palms”)

11:00 AM, April 10 
Maundy Thursday (“The Last Supper”) 

6:30 PM, April 14
Good Friday (“The Nailing at the Cross”)

6:30 PM, April 15
Easter Sunday (“He Is Risen”)

11:00 AM, April 17

1110 E. Main, Gatesville, TX, 254-865-5328
www.tpcgatesville.org | pastorbuddy@embarqmail.com

Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

Easter Sunrise 
Service:

Sponsored by the Gatesville 
Ministerial Association 

What – An Ecumenical 
Worship Service for the 
Entire Community
When – Sunrise, 7:00 AM, 
April 17 
Where – Prayer Garden on 
Three Cross Hill, Coryell 
Community Church
Whom – Various Clergy, 
Guest Speaker, Choral 
Groups, Solo Artists
Why – We Are All God’s 
Children and We Have Not 
Gathered in Three Years 
Because of the Pandemic

WHEN DOES LENT OCCUR?
Lent is a period of 40 days 

preceding Easter Sunday. 
Since 1969, Lent has begun 
on Ash Wednesday and has 
ended on the evening of the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
on Holy Thursday. Since 
Sundays are not calculated 
in that time frame, Lent ac-
tually lasts 46 days.

WHEN DID LENT BEGIN?
The first Christians ap-

proached each Sunday as a 
celebration of Easter, and 
each day of the week was 
considered a time to pre-
pare for the Sunday celebra-
tion. Beginning in the fourth 
century in Europe, dates 
began to be established for 
Christmas and other reli-
gious dates of significance. 

The pattern of 40 days of 
preparation and penance 
started to emerge around 
this time. According to the 
Catholic Encyclopedia, the 
first mention of the term 
‘tessarakoste,’ meaning ‘40’ 
in Greek, could be found in 
the early years of the fourth 
century. As Greek gave way 
to Latin in liturgies, tessara-
koste was replaced with 
‘quadragesima,’ meaning 40 
days. Christians started the 
tradition of Lent around the 
year 325 during the Council 
of Nicea.

WHY 40 DAYS?
The Compass News says 

the 40 days of Lent refer to 
Christ’s 40 days spent in 
the desert after His bap-
tism. Just as Jesus prayed 

and fasted, so, too, did the 
church and its faithful.

WHY IS IT CALLED LENT?
Scholars suggest the word 

‘Lent’ is derived from ‘leng-
ten,’ an Anglo-Saxon word 
for spring, which also is 
related to the German word 
‘lenz,’ meaning spring. By 
the 11th century, the Oxford 
English Dictionary notes 
that ‘Lent’ had taken on the 
Christian usage it has today, 
and the generic term for 
springtime disappeared. 

SOURCE OF ASH
WEDNESDAY’S ASHES

Lent begins with Ash 
Wednesday, when ashes are 
spread on the foreheads of 
followers in the sign of the 
cross to signal their repen-
tance to God. The ashes are 
derived from burning the 
palm fronds from the previ-
ous year’s Palm Sunday.

WHY ARE PRIESTS’ 
GARMENTS PURPLE 

Purple long has been con-
sidered a royal color, and 
purple garb, along with a 
crown made from thorns, 

was placed on Jesus to mock 
him as the ‘King of the Jews.’ 
Purple/violet became a sym-
bol of the sovereignty of 
Christ and also was associ-
ated with repentance from 
sin. That is why violet is 
worn by clergy during Lent, 
as well as during Advent, 
the season that precedes 
Christmas.

HOW IS LENT CONNECTED 
TO PASSOVER?

Religious scholars con-
tend that the Last Supper 
took place on what is now 
known as Holy Thursday. 
The meal was a seder – a 
ritual meal held in celebra-
tion of the Jewish holiday of 
Passover. According to the 
Gospels of Mark, Matthew 
and Luke, Jesus prepared 
for the Last Supper on the 
first day of Unleavened 
Bread, when they sacrificed 
the Passover lamb. 

Lent is a powerful time on 
the Christian calendar dur-
ing which the faithful pre-
pare for the glory of Jesus 
Christ’s life after death.  

(MetroCreativeConnection)

B
efore the joyous Easter celebration comes 

the solemn and prayerful Lenten season. 

Even the devoutly religious may not know 

all there is to know about this penitential 

season. The following are some questions and an-

swers about Lent.

Answering questions about Lent The origins of 
Easter Sunday

Easter is the most im-
portant celebration on the 
Christian liturgical calendar. 
While commemorations of 
Jesus Christ’s resurrection 
likely occurred earlier, the 
earliest recorded obser-
vance of an Easter celebra-
tion was in the second 
century, according to Britan-
nica. 

Initial Easter celebra-
tions weren’t known as 
“Easter,” which is a word 
that was borrowed from 
Pagan spring celebrations 
of Eostre, the goddess of 
spring and fertil-
ity. It only be-
came 
asso-
ciated 
with 
Chris-
tian us-
age later 
on – long 
after biblical 
scripture was 
written. 

In fact, the 
word “Easter” 
only appears in 
one Bible, the King 
James Version. But 
it is likely the word 
was used as a translation of 
pascha, or Passover, and not 
what has come to be known 
as Christian Easter.

The earliest Easter cel-
ebrations were a version 

of Passover. According to 
leading sabbath scholar 
Professor Samuele Bacchioc-
chi, Christians universally 
kept Passover on the bibli-
cal date of Nisan until 135 
A.D. Early commemorations 
focused on the crucifixion, 
and the pain and suffering 
of Jesus. Bacchiocchi says 
that eventually the resurrec-
tion emerged as the domi-
nant reason for the celebra-
tion that would be known 
as Easter, and also as the 

main message of weekly 
Christian Sunday 
masses. 

By the fourth cen-
tury, the Easter 
Vigil and celebra-
tion were well-es-
tablished and a 
symbol of joyful 
anticipation of 
the resurrec-
tion.

Easter is 
now cel-
ebrated 
annually 
by faith-

ful Chris-
tians. While Easter 

is not mentioned in the 
Bible, scripture depictions 
helped shape the holiday 
that would become an in-
tegral component of the 
Christian faith.  

(MetroCreativeConnection)

E
aster takes place on a different Sunday 

each year. In western Christianity, Easter 

follows the Gregorian calendar and is thus 

considered a ‘movable feast’ that is always 

celebrated between March 22 and April 25. Eastern 

Orthodox Christianity adheres to the Julian calen-

dar, so Easter will fall on a Sunday between April 

4 and May 8 each year. In 2022, the western Chris-

tian Easter celebration occurs on April 17 and the 

Eastern Orthodox Easter is observed on April 24. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Live Oak Baptist Church
113 FM 107, Gatesville, TX • (254) 865-5681

Easter Service
April 17, 2022 • 10:30 AM
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Tim Beck’s

MAYTAG
Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-5705

www.becksappliance.com

Rejoice, for 
   He is Risen.

Locally owned and operated.

Gatesville
3411 E. Main St.

254-865-2783

Evant
115 S. Memory Ln.

254-471-5531

Oglesby
117 FM 1996

254-470-2261

EASTER SCHEDULE

Easter Sunday – April 17

 7:30 am SON RISE service

 8:00 am Fellowship Breakfast 

10:00 am Bible Study

11:00 am Resurrection Celebration

   No evening service

Join us for Revival Services April 24-27

Sunday 11:00 am and each evening at 6:30 pm

MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
6319 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville, TX 76528

For more information: 254-383-2634

Happy Easter from
R & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLE

254-248-2205

JOYCE MCADAMS

254-248-4318

Easter egg hunts and other eggceptional traditions 
COURTESY PHOTO

Since religious as well as 
secular imagery and tradi-
tions have melded to form 
the Easter most individuals 
recognize today, a mix of 
customs may be part of your 
Easter festivities. Among 
them will be colored eggs, 
egg hunts and possibly even 
egg rolls. Just how was the 
Easter egg tradition hatched?

PRE-CHRISTIAN SOCIETIES
Before Christianity was as 

widespread as it is in mod-
ern times, many societies 
associated eggs with spring 
and new life. Many birds 
and animals lay eggs early in 
spring, and these eggs tend 
to hatch upon the arrival of 
the warm weather, budding 

flowers and buzzing insects. 
Ancient Persians are be-

lieved to have painted eggs 
for Nowruz, their new year 
celebration that would fall 
on the spring equinox each 
year.

Eggs also have been part 
of Passover celebrations. 
A hard-boiled egg dipped 
in salt water is served at a 
Passover seder, symboliz-
ing both new life away from 
oppression and the Pass-
over sacrifice at the Temple 
in Jerusalem, according to 
Chabad.org.

LENT, CHRISTIANITY AND 
EGGS

In medieval times, eating 
eggs was forbidden dur-

ing Lent, when both dairy 
and meat were avoided. To 
reduce waste, eggs laid dur-
ing Lent were boiled or pre-
served in some way. 

The fast ended on Easter 
Sunday, and eggs became, 
once again, important and 
nutritious staples – espe-
cially for poor families that 
couldn’t afford much meat. 
Eggs also were given to the 
church by medieval Eng-
lish villagers and also to the 
lords of the manor. Royals 
eventually got in on the act, 
and decorated eggs were 
distributed to the household 
in a tradition that was one of 
the earliest to include eggs.

EGG HUNTS AND MORE
Some historians suggest 

that egg hunts can be traced 
back to German Protestant 
reformer Martin Luther, who 
organized egg hunts for 
his congregation. The men 
would hide the eggs for the 
women and children to find. 
This symbolized the story of 
Christ’s resurrection, when 
the tomb was discovered 
by women. The eggs also 

represented Jesus’ new life 
and his emergence from the 
tomb.

Egg hunts are not the only 
egg-related games that were 
hatched for Easter celebra-
tions. According to the web-
site Learn Religions, some 
European children go from 
house to house begging 
for Easter eggs, like chil-
dren may ask for treats on 
Halloween. The custom is 
called “pace-egging,” a term 
derived from the old word 
for Easter, “Pasch.” Egg rolls 
also are symbolic of rolling 
away the stone from Christ’s 
tomb. Various countries 
have their own rules on egg 
rolls. In Germany, for exam-
ple, children roll their eggs 
down a track made from 
sticks.

Easter eggs are an integral 
symbol of the holiday that 
hold both secular and reli-
gious meaning.  

(MetroCreativeConnection)

E
aster is celebrated in various ways. Tradi-

tional religious commemorations include 

Saturday evening Easter vigils and Sunday 

morning Resurrection masses. Parents 

may spend Easter weekend putting the finishing 

touches on Easter Bunny baskets, and many fami-

lies favor a combination of traditions. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

E
aster eggs are decorated in many 

hues before they’re ultimately hid-

den for youngsters to find. While 

pastel-colored eggs are the norm, 

one color has particular religious signifi-

cance for those who want to go a bit bolder 

with their egg displays. It is tradition among 

Orthodox Christians to exchange red eggs. 

According to His-
tory.com, red eggs are 
associated with Mary 
Magdalene and her role 
in Christianity. After 
the Ascension of Christ, 
Mary Magdalene went to 
the Roman emperor and 
greeted him with “Christ 
is Risen.” He then stated, 
“Christ has not risen no 
more than that egg is 
red (pointing to an egg 
on his table).” 

After making the 

statement, the egg 
turned blood red. Mary 
Magdalene then began 
preaching Christian-
ity to him, and the red 
egg has come 
to symbolize 
the blood of 
Christ re-
deeming the 
world.



1. “It’s the Easter Beagle, 
Charlie Brown!”: This 1974 
classic puts The Peanuts’ 
heartwarming spin on an-
other holiday theme. The 
gang gets ready for Easter in 
the only ways they can — with 
lots of love and laughs.

2. “The Prince of Egypt”: 
This 1998 animated film tells 
the tale of Moses and Pharo-
ah, and features the voices of 
Val Kilmer, Michelle Pfeiffer, 
Sandra Bullock, and Ralph Fi-
ennes, among others.

3. “Hop”: This combination 
of live action and animation 

tells the story of the Easter 
Bunny’s teenage son “E.B.,” 
who wants to move to L.A. to 
pursue his passion for music, 
rather than be next in line for 
the family business.

4. “The Greatest Story Ever 
Told”: This 1965 epic tells the 
story of Jesus of Nazareth 
and follows His life from the 
nativity through to the cru-
cifixion. At a whopping four 
hours and 20 minutes, it may 
be best to watch this in ses-
sions, especially when watch-
ing with youngsters.

5. “The Dog Who Saved Eas-
ter”: A cuddly canine makes 
it his business to save Easter 
when three criminals try to 
sabotage it in this 2014 film. 
Mario Lopez voices the pup 
“Zeus” in this family-friendly 
flick.

6. “The Ten Command-
ments”: Audiences continue 
to enjoy this beloved 1956 
film staring Charlton Heston 
as Moses every Easter. With 
stunning special effects of the 
Burning Bush and parting of 
the Red Sea in the era before 
CGI, this story of faith wows 
audiences every time.

7. “The Passion of the 
Christ”: Released in 2004 
and directed by Mel Gibson, 
this movie chronicles the fi-
nal 12 hours of Jesus’ agony. 
The movie doesn’t shy away 
from violence as it attempts 
to bring audiences closer to 
the suffering of Christ, which 
earned it an R rating. This is 
likely a film for adults only.

Easter presents a time when 
families can enjoy religious-
themed movies that share 
stories of faith or fun flicks 
with positive messages.  
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Fort Gates Church of Christ
4605 Hwy. 36 South

Gatesville, TX 76528
“The little white church across from Texas Station RV Park”

Interested in learning God’s ways? Come meet with us as we study the Bible, 

chapter by chapter, sing songs of praise, and commune with the Lord each 

Sunday morning, 10:30 A.M.  Visitors welcomed!  For more information, contact:

 Jimmy Ferguson Charles Graham Don Russell

 254-865-6313 254-865-7116 254-865-9380

Explaining the 
meaning of Easter 
to children

TEMPER THE MESSAGE TO 
THE AUDIENCE

A child’s age bears consid-
eration when gauging just 
how much to share about 
Easter. Between Palm Sunday, 
when Jesus triumphantly 
entered Jerusalem, to Easter 
Sunday’s Resurrection, the 
story of Easter features tor-
ture and death – which are 
topics not easily digested by 
anyone, especially children. 
Even the core symbol of the 
Christian faith – the crucifix – 
is shocking.

For the youngest children, 
the extent of the torture and 
betrayal can be muted. For ex-
ample, parents may say that 
Jesus was bullied and made 
fun of and that people didn’t 
believe him when he spoke. 
Parents can note that even 
some of the closest friends to 
Jesus had their doubts. This 
may be easier for kids to di-
gest because it’s something 
they may relate to. 

Children may not under-
stand the death on the cross; 
it’s even challenging for 
adults to wrap their minds 
around that visual. It briefly 
can be mentioned that he was 
placed on a cross, as was cus-
tomary during that era, but 
forgo the finer details.

FOCUS ON THE 
RESURRECTION

Parents will not want to talk 
about death without end-
ing on the high note of Jesus’ 

Resurrection. Remind chil-
dren that Christ’s death was 
temporary and that He now 
always will be with adults and 
children. Read passages from 
scripture that exemplify the 
Good News and the happy 
components of the Easter cel-
ebration.

EXPLAIN SECULAR IMAGES
Young children may be 

more focused on the commer-
cial images of Easter rather 
than the religious ones. Par-
ents may want to gear sym-
bolism toward the religious 
explanations and focus their 
traditions thusly. Baking hot 
cross buns can be fun and 
showcase the crucifix. Explain 
how eggs are representa-
tive of Jesus Christ’s new life 
when coloring them is anoth-
er way to cut through mixed 
messages. 

READ BOOKS
Some authors already have 

taken the challenge out of 
explaining Easter to children. 
Visit a religious bookseller, 
the church or a bookstore to 
find Easter stories geared to 
children.

Parents can decide how to 
explain Easter to their chil-
dren. Many moms and dads 
have found that focusing on 
the joyful aspects of Christ’s 
resurrection story is a simple, 
enjoyable way to explain Eas-
ter.  

(MetroCreativeConnection)

E
xplaining Easter to children can be a deli-

cate matter, especially for very young chil-

dren who may not fully understand the te-

nets of the Christian faith. Although Easter 

ends with Jesus Christ emerging from his tomb, 

prior to this glorious miracle, there are subjects of 

betrayal, suffering and death. These religious mes-

sages can confound when commingled with the 

imagery of bunnies delivering chocolates, chicks 

and pastel-hued eggs. How do well-meaning par-

ents relay the message of Easter without scaring 

or confusing children?

7 movies to watch this Easter season

Gary Gribble, Owner
2000 Violet Lane

Gatesville, TX 76528

State Certified Installer of Septic Systems
Dirtwork • Gravel Roads • Drives

Backhoe & Maintainer

GRIB’S
Construction & 

Septic Tank Service

254-865-1236 • 254-248-4171

• Delivery

• Drive-Thru

• Curbside Pick Up

• Medication

  Compounding
2820 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville

254-865-6900

2513 S. State TX 36 • Gatesville

254-865-2417

(MetroCreativeConnection)

M
ovie-goers may not associate Easter with Hollywood 
blockbusters. However, there’s an entire cache of 
films that align well with Easter. When spending 
time with family and friends for the Easter holiday, 

consider these movies.

COURTESY PHOTO

Trinity Baptist Church
A Church That Cares

EASTER SERVICES:
SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:30 A.M.

WORSHIP – 10:50 A.M. 

1506 W. Main Street, Gatesville, TX
Church 865-8495 | Pre-school 248-0041
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213 E. Main St., Gatesville, TX • 254-865-6315 • Mon-Sat. 8-5:30

Happy Easter from the team 
at Coryell Feed & Supply

Community Sunrise

Service
at the CCC Prayer Garden

Easter Sunday, 7:00 am

Celebrate Easter at 

Coryell Community Church

In-person services & Children’s Ministry 

at 9:00 am and 10:30 am

Student Ministry at 10:30 am

115 N. Levita Road

Gatesville, TX 76528

CORYELL.CHURCH

He is Risen!

Easter traditions 
around the world

E
aster is a special day for Christians across 

the globe. While the highlight of Easter cel-

ebrations are the religious events, particu-

larly the vigils and church services, Easter 

fanfare sometimes stretches beyond church walls. 

The following are some Easter traditions across 

the globe. Travelers should confirm the festivities 

are still on as COVID-19 restrictions continue to be 

put in place in various locales.

BERMUDA
Celebrants create and fly 

homemade kites on Good 
Friday Kitefest, which fea-
tures bold, geometric de-
signs. It’s also traditional 
to eat codfish and hot cross 
buns during Holy Week. On 
Easter Sunday, the faithful 
participate in sunrise ser-
vices on various Bermuda 
beaches.

COSTA RICA
Costa Ricans take Holy 

Week and Easter quite se-
riously. Each town hosts 
parades and processions 
during Holy Week, providing 
dramatic re-enactments of 
Jesus’ journey through Jeru-
salem to his crucifixion and 
Resurrection. 

ENGLAND
Good Friday visitors to 

Trafalgar Square can see a 
classic dramatization of Je-
sus’ Resurrection. “The Pas-
sion of Jesus” is a 90-minute 
performance that attracts 
thousands of visitors.

FRANCE
Many people visit the 

famed Notre-Dame Cathe-
dral to hear its bells toll 
throughout Easter Sunday. 
A fire destroyed a portion of 
the cathedral roof in 2019 
and repairs are still under-
way. There also are Paris 
Easter egg hunts. Parisians 
and tourists also can visit La 
Sainte Chapelle, which of-
fers Easter concerts consist-

ing of classical music and 
choral singers.

ISRAEL
Israel is a melting pot of 

both Jewish and Christian 
faithful. Easter is a solemn 
celebration here. In Old Je-
rusalem, faithful pilgrims 
and priests walk the Via 
Dolorosa, which is the same 
path that Jesus took on the 
day he was crucified. The 
Way of the Cross, which 
is what the procession is 
called, is among the most 
amazing sights in the world.

ITALY
Easter is special in Italy 

and particularly in Vatican 
City, the home of the Pope. 
The Pope holds a special 
mass on Easter in Saint Pe-
ter’s Square, which tradi-
tionally draws huge crowds. 
Elsewhere in Italy, masses 
take place at area church-
es and many towns host 
parades and other celebra-
tions.

MEXICO
Holy Week reenactments 

take place in devout areas of 
Mexico. Residents in other 
areas may take part in silent 
processions through town, 
or by visiting 12 churches in 
12 days.

Easter is a time of celebra-
tion and reflection in vari-
ous parts of the world. 

COURTESY PHOTO

(MetroCreativeConnection)

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE:

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP April 10 at 8:30 and 10:30 A.M.
We invite all families with children and grandchildren to meet Karen Schmidt 
in the entrance to the sanctuary at 10:10 A.M. for the procession of palms.

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP April 14 6:30 P.M.

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP April 15 6:30 P.M.

COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT April 16 10:00 A.M.

EASTER WORSHIP:

COMMUNITY SUNRISE SERVICE (AT THE THREE CROSSES) 7:00 A.M.

SANCTUARY WORSHIP SERVICES at 8:30 and 10:30 A.M.

EASTER EGG HUNT AND CELEBRATION FOR CHILDREN at 9:30 A.M.

2600 E. Main Street | Gatesville, TX 76528 | 254.865.2520
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© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2022. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, expressed or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local 

Kubota dealer. For the complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

Demo these and more: Sub-compact, compact and utility tractors  |  Zero-turn mowers  |  Utility vehicles

Competitive financing offers  |  Register for PBR Sweepstakes

 Try it. Buy it.
ONE OF OUR BIGGEST ANNUAL SALES EVENTS, 
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF KUBOTA IN THE U.S.

$250

Register for
a coupon

up to

Moores Service Center
Highway 84 East 
Star, Texas 76880

325-948-3595

Join us for our Kubota Field Event & Open House

Saturday, May 7th

Robert L. Berry

512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., 

An Ebay Store

We’ll Buy Your Gold & Silver
coins, jewelry, etc. for cash!

Buy - Sell - Trade

716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528

Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

May the spirit of our 

Savior’s love and sacrifice 
bring you strength and 

contentment at Easter 

and always. 

Have Faith

305 Memorial Drive, Ste. B • 254-248-1151

Ham takes center stage for Easter holiday entertaining 
(MetroCreativeConnection)

M
any people prefer to serve ham in-

stead of lamb for Easter dinner. Ham 

can be perfectly smoky and salty but 

also sweet when it is cooked with a de-

licious glaze. 

This recipe for Brandied Baked Ham with Mus-

tard Butter from Denise Gee’s “Southern Appetiz-

ers: 60 Delectables for Gracious Get-Togethers” 

(Chronicle Books) pairs the fruity overtones of 

brandy with the tang of mustard to form an ideal 

blend of flavors. Serve the ham on its own, or nes-

tle slices between buttermilk biscuits for a brunch 

or lunchtime treat.

BRANDIED BAKED HAM WITH MUSTARD BUTTER
Serves 16 to 20

BRANDIED BAKED HAM
1 1/2 cups packed dark brown sugar
2 tablespoons grainy mustard
1 5-pound bone-in half ham, fully cooked
1 1/2 teaspoons whole cloves

MUSTARD BUTTER
2 cups butter, softened
1/4 cup grated sweet onion
1/4 cup Dijon or Creole mustard

To make the ham: In a 
small saucepan, stir to 
combine the brown sugar, 
brandy, and mustard. Bring 
the mixture to a boil over 
medium-high heat and, stir-
ring constantly, cook until 

the glaze is thick and syrupy, 
about 3 minutes. (Watch 
carefully, holding a tight-fit-
ting lid; if the brandy ignites, 
quickly cover the saucepan 
to tamp out the flame before 
removing the lid. Store in 

an airtight container in the 
refrigerator for up to 2 days. 
Reheat just before serving.)

Preheat the oven to 325 
degrees F. Line a shallow 
roasting pan with heavy-duty 
aluminum foil and place a 
wire rack on top.

Score the fat on top of the 
ham by making diagonal cuts 
in a diamond pattern. Insert 
the cloves into the intersec-
tions of each diamond. Place 
the ham on the rack in the 
prepared pan. Insert a meat 
thermometer, making sure it 
doesn’t touch the bone.

Bake the ham for about 
1 hour, or until the meat 
thermometer registers 125 
degrees F.

Remove the ham and brush 
on the brandy glaze. Return 
the ham to the oven and cook 
for 20 to 30 minutes more, or 
until the meat thermometer 
registers 135 degrees F. Let 
it stand for 15 minutes. (The 
meat temperature will rise to 
140 degrees F.)

To make the mustard but-
ter: In a medium bowl, stir 
to combine the butter, sweet 
onion and mustard. Scrape it 
into a serving bowl.

Cut the ham into thin slices 
and arrange them on a plat-
ter. Serve accompanied with 
the bowl of mustard butter.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Cheerful dessert brings smiles to Easter celebrations 

COURTESY PHOTO

(MetroCreativeConnection)

T
he fresh, bright flavor of 

lemon can bring a cheery 

ambiance to any occasion 

when it makes an appear-

ance in delicious recipes. Lemon 

essence seems ripe for spring and 

summer entertaining and can fea-

ture prominently in Easter desserts. 

Such is the case with this recipe 

for Lemon Poppy Seed Pound Cake 

from “The Pampered Chef Stone-

ware Inspirations” by The Pam-

pered Chef Test Kitchens.

LEMON POPPY SEED POUND CAKE

Yield: 16 servings

1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

1 1/2 cups granulated sugar

2 tablespoons lemon zest

2 tablespoons poppy seeds

1 teaspoon baking powder

1/2 teaspoon salt

3/4 cup (1 1/2 sticks) butter, softened 

              (do not substitute margarine)

4 ounces cream cheese, softened

4 eggs

2 tablespoons milk

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

 Powdered sugar (optional)

1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F. Spray 
Stoneware Fluted Pan (or any Bundt cake pan) 
with nonstick cooking spray. Combine flour, 
granulated sugar, lemon zest, poppy seeds, 
baking powder, and salt in a 2-quart mixing 
bowl; mix well. In a 4-quart mixing bowl, beat 
butter and cream cheese on high speed of 
hand-held electric mixer 1 minute. Add flour 
mixture; beat on low speed 1 minute or until 
blended (mixture will form a stiff paste). 

2. In a small bowl, whisk eggs, milk and 
vanilla just until blended. Add egg mixture 
to cream cheese mixture in four additions, 
beating 2 minutes after each addition. (Do 
not undermix.)

3. Pour batter into pan. Bake 55 to 60 min-
utes or until a cake tester inserted near the 
center comes out clean. Cool cake in pan 10 
minutes. Loosen cake from sides of pan; care-
fully invert onto a cooling rack, keeping pan 
over cake. Cool completely.

4. Place cake on serving platter. Sprinkle 
with powdered sugar or prepare a glaze, if 
desired.  


