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I have an unmatched record of conservative service of over 10 years to Coryell County 
and I’m ready to put that experience to work in order to work with the commissioners to:

 H SOLVE BROADBAND ISSUES
 H IMPROVE WATER INFRASTRUCTURE ISSUES
 H MODERNIZE OUR AGING COUNTY OFFICES

JACK BARCROFT

PUTTING CORYELL CITIZENS FIRST 

 

Political ad paid for by Jack Barcroft for County Judge Campaign

VOTE JACK BARCROFT
I HUMBLY ASK FOR YOUR VOTE, SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE, AND PROMISE THAT EVERY CITIZEN OF 

THE COUNTY WILL REGAIN A VOICE AT THE COUNTY JUDGE’S OFFICE AGAIN. 

WWW.JB4CORYELL.COM

Honoring America’s military
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Coryell County residents gathered to 
honor the U.S. military, including several 
members of the U.S. Army stationed at Fort 
Hood during the 14th annual Military Ap-
preciation Fish Fry on Feb. 18 at the Gates-
ville Civic Center.

After members of the Gatesville Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Junior Ambassadors 
read a list of military values, Gatesville 
Mayor Gary Chumley said he sees dedica-
tion and strong values in today’s youth.

“If you have any doubts about this 
younger generation, all you have to do is 
attend a Veterans Day program that Gates-
ville (Independent School District) spon-
sors,” he said. “It is very moving and I try 
to attend every year.”

Chumley said there is strong local sup-
port for the military.

“This is a very patriotic community that 
strongly supports our military, and this 
is one of the events each year that I enjoy 
most,” he said.

Fish for the event was cooked by mem-
bers of the Gatesville Volunteer Fire De-
partment, and several community mem-
bers contributed time working behind the 
scenes to decorate and plan for the event.

Several military leaders and their units 
were recognized, and Big. Gen. Joseph A. 
Edwards, commander of First Army Divi-
sion West at Fort Hood said he was thank-
ful for the community support.

“I’m very hopeful that as our nation 
starts progressing past the pandemic that 
our involvement in the community will 
quickly keep pace,” he said. “I am encour-
aged by the declining COVID-19 numbers.”

Community support is important to the 
military’s role in defending the nation, 
West said.

“Not just around Fort Hood, but around 

the globe 70 percent of soldiers live in 
the community (where they are stationed, 
rather than directly on base),” he said. “Sol-
diers can’t be successful without support 
at home.

“Little things like this may seem small to 
some but it creates a lifetime full of memo-
ries to the soldiers.”

West paid tribute to the police, firefight-
ers and EMS who keep communities safe, 
as well.

“For all the first responders and fire de-
partment folks out front — without them 
we don’t have the stability we need to oper-
ate as a functioning society,” he said. “Our 

military cannot be successful without the 
support of the people back home.”

West also said he appreciates the willing-
ness of the military personnel who are will-
ing to do what is needed to keep America 
safe.

“You are truly part of the 1% of Ameri-
cans willing to sacrifice everything,” he 
told the soldiers gathered at the celebra-
tion. “I am awestruck by the amount of 
people and quality of people willing to 
make sacrifices on behalf of this great na-
tion.

“The United States still reigns as a bright 
sense of hope, and we’re the ones who 

keep the proverbial wolves off that wall, 
protecting our country and other parts of 
the world.”

Gatesville City Manager Bill Parry, a re-
tired Army colonel, said the willingness of 
soldiers to protect the nation also brings 
encouragement to its citizens. In a prayer, 
Parry gave thanks to God for his guidance 
and grace.

“Thank you for bringing hope through 
these ever-tough times, and thank you for 
the gifts of freedom and life,” he said. “Re-
new our spirits and fill us with your peace 
and joy.”

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Brig. Gen. Joseph A. Edwards speaks during the military appreciation banquet on Feb. 18 while Carla Manning looks on.
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Staff Sgt. Daniel West  provides cadence.

Working to make Gatesville a better place
BY SABRINA ANDERSON

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Almost five years into holding the po-
sition of director of the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau for Gatesville, Cheri Shep-
herd fuels the passion for making the 
town a great place to live.

Her journey began by growing up in the 
small neighboring town of Jonesboro, and 
she eventually worked her way to Waco, 
working as a teacher, principal, and then 
a real estate agent along the way. Shortly 
after marrying her husband, who was al-
ready a Gatesville native, she found a job 
listing for the position she currently holds 
and was hired. 

“I really wanted a job that would put me 
in the community,” said Shepherd. 

One of her top priorities is drawing in 
visitors from all over the state to the Civic 
Center for various events. In doing so, her 
goal is to broaden the events hosted by 
the city and put Gatesville on the map for 

event organizers. These events include ev-
erything from 4-H and the rodeo to trade 
shows and bridal showers.

“I think Gatesville has so much poten-
tial,” said Shepherd. “I think we all want to 
make Gatesville a better place to live for 
us and for future generations.” 

In addition to bringing events to the 
Gatesville Civic Center, Shepherd also 
works closely with the library and local 
parks. From time to time, she helps put 
together community events to honor 
troops currently stationed at Fort Hood 
who are getting ready to deploy. Some 
of Shepherd’s favorite memories include 
getting to share Gatesville’s sense of fam-
ily with the soldiers, letting them know 
that they have a community who supports 
them.

“It means so much to them while they’re 
away from their families because a lot of 

Cheri Shepherd

House demo delayed
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

The prospective owners of a house at 2006 
Bridge Street in Gatesville will have a little more 
time to present a plan to the Gatesville City Coun-
cil on how upgrades will be made to repair the 
structure.

The Council declared the house a substandard 
structure in January, which could have meant the 
owner would be given 30 days to either present a 
renovation plan or to demolish the structure.

The property at 2006 Bridge Street is owned by 
Christopher C. Richardson, who also owns prop-
erty next door. He said he bought the structure to 
keep vagrants from using it as a place for doing il-
legal activities, such as drugs. He said the previous 
occupants left the house in poor shape when they 
left the property.

“My plans are to tear it down and have a vacant 
lot there,” Richardson said. “The only reason 
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I bought the house was to keep 
the wrong people out of it. I started 
renovations but then stopped. Now 
I have an offer from someone who 
wants to purchase and fix the prop-
erty.”

Diana Barnett, a local real estate 

agent, said she had sold the prop-
erty to Richardson.

“There had been constant traf-
fic of bad renters and drugs (at 
the house before Richardson pur-
chased it) — it was awful,” she said.

During the Feb. 8 Council meet-
ing, Barnett said the sale was still 
planned and there is a contract on 
the property.

“The buyer is an investment firm 

and the house has been secured 
with earnest money,” she said. 
“They have another buyer that buys 
houses without seeing them.”

If the deal does not go through, 
Richardson said he will proceed 
with plans to demolish the house.

“I have the money to knock it 
down,” he told the Council.

Gatesville City Manager Bill Parry 
said at a previous Council meet-

ing (on Jan. 25), the Council had 
directed Richardson to bring a sale 
contract to the Council.

“If the sale goes through, we 
would want the buyer to present 
to the Council what the plan is (to 
repair the house). My recommenda-
tion is let’s go ahead and see if the 
sale is consummated by Feb. 25.”

Richardson said he told the pro-
spective buyer that they would 

need to present a rehabilitation 
plan to the Council.

“Option A, if the deal falls 
through, would be for Richardson 
to play for demolishing the struc-
ture,” Parry said. “Option B would 
give the buyer until March 8 to 
present a plan to the Council.”

The Council voted to delay any 
action on the property until the 
March 8 meeting.

HOUSE
FROM PAGE A1

them are from other states and 
are missing that quality time,” said 

Shepherd. “I really enjoy sharing 
with people who don’t know about 
Gatesville… the history, the cul-
ture, the things that there are to see 
and do here”

Among organizing events, 

Shepherd finds her passion in the 
people she gets to commune with 
along the way. Meeting new people 
and helping them feel as one with 
the Gatesville community is her 
ultimate goal, hoping to inspire 

new events in the area and make a 
lasting impact on its residents and 
visitors. 

“If you want to have a place 
where people want to visit, you also 
first have to have a place where 

people want to live,” said Shepherd. 
“By making it a better place for our 
own residents, at the same time 
we’re making it a better place for 
people to visit.” 

SHEPHERD
FROM PAGE A1

Of winter, icy conditions and dinosaur bones
Jeff: We’re back after a hiatus of 

a couple weeks, bringing you some-
times poignant and sometimes 
nonsensical reflections on the 
world around us.

Lu: I have no idea what you 
just said. And what’s a hi-ate-us? 
It sounds like a big breakfast or 
something.

Jeff: It just means we’ve had a 
break - that this column hasn’t run 
for a couple of weeks.

Lu: Oh ... why didn’t you just say 
that, then?

Jeff: Oh, nevermind. ... Well, Tal-
lulah, we survived another round 
of Arctic anguish, didn’t we? I hope 
everyone stayed safe. 

I know the ice outside our apart-
ment, and the ice all over the side-
walks and streets, kept us from 
taking our usual walks for a couple 
of days.

Lu: Yes, we finally made it. It was 
a tough couple of days, but I sure 
enjoyed getting to go out and enjoy 
the sunshine once it warmed up, 

even if it still was a little chilly.
Jeff: I understand how people 

cooped up for a while start to go 
stir crazy. But these days, most 

people have plenty of electronics 
to keep them occupied if they are 
stuck indoors. Dogs don’t have the 
ability to enjoy a show on Netflix, 
or check out Facebook, or surf the 
Internet.

Lu: It can be a little boring some-
times if we get stuck inside, but it’s 
definitely better than being stuck 
out in the cold. As for surfing, I’m 
just glad you didn’t go slip-sliding 
and falling, or getting into a wreck 
on slick streets.

Jeff: Me, too, Lu. We did get a 
fair amount of ice, but thankfully, 
most of it was gone by Saturday or 
Sunday.

Lu: Just in time for those nice 
weekend walks! So, is winter finally 
over?

Jeff: I wish I could say that it 
was, and we could enjoy a nice 
long spring, but this is a time of 
year when winter and spring play 
tug o’ war for several weeks. I even 
remember it snowing in April one 
year — that was back in 2007, if I 

recall. My dad, who grew up in Illi-
nois, said he doesn’t even remem-
ber it snowing in April when he 
lived in Illinois.

Lu: Wow — 2007 was years be-
fore I was even born. You must be 
even older than I thought. But I 
know human years and dog years 
are different. What’s an Ill-uh-noy?

Jeff: It’s a state up north a few 
hundred miles. My family lived in 
southern Illinois before moving 
back here in 1973?

Lu: I’m glad you came down here 
so you could get me and take care 
of me. And this talk about 1973 — I 
don’t even know if my great-great-
grandparents were around then.

Jeff: OK, Lu, you’ve made your 
point.

Lu: You better take it easy ... how 
old are you anyway?

Jeff: Old enough to have trav-
eled around the sun more than 50 
times. 

Lu: Wow! What were the dino-
saurs like? Were they nice or were 

they scary?
Jeff: I’m not quite that old Lu, but 

I’ve read that some were nice while 
others were scary.

Lu: I’m glad I wasn’t around back 
then, although the thought of a 
giant dinosaur bone to chew on 
doesn’t sound too bad.

Jeff: I’m not even sure how we 
got off track. Back to the weather, 
let’s hope for the best and that the 
icy days are behind us. Lu, what do 
you think?

Lu: Huh? Oh, I’m still thinking 
about dinosaur bones.

Jeff: I better not take you to a mu-
seum anytime soon. We’ll keep our 
walks to local neighborhoods and 
parks.

Lu: Sounds good to me. I bet 
those dinosaurs wouldn’t want to 
give up their bones, anyway.

Jeff Osborne and Tallulah can be 
reached at jeff@gatesvillemessen-
ger.com.

Jeff’s Reflections &

Lu’s Views

By Jeff Osborne & Tallulah
Jeff Osborne is senior staff writer 
and editor for the Gatesville Messen-
ger and Tallulah is his trusted bor-
der collie-Jack Russell terrier mix.
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The Republican Party of Coryell County 
recently announced plans for their 2022 
Ronald Reagan Dinner. It will 
take place on Saturday, Feb. 
26, 2022, at the Gatesville 
Civic Center, 301 Veteran’s 
Memorial Loop, in Gatesville. 
The dinner will begin at 6 
p.m.

The highlight of the eve-
ning will be the keynote 
speaker for the dinner, Texas 
Commissioner of Agriculture 
Sid Miller. 

The dinner will be hosted 
by the Republican Party of 
Coryell County and co-host-
ed by Gary and Diane Heavin 
and Jack Barcroft. Sponsor-
ing the event is Robert and 

The Turnersville Commu-
nity Cemetery Association, 
Inc. will hold its first quar-
terly meeting on Tuesday 
March 8, at 7 p.m. The Com-
munity Center will be used 
as the polling place for their 
Precinct on March 1, which 
is their usual meeting date. 
They welcome those interest-
ed to attend.

FRED D. 
MARIOTT
Mar. 19, 1922 – Feb. 16, 2022

Fred D. Mariott, age 99, of 
the Pearl community, passed 
away on Wednesday, Feb. 16, 

STEPHEN WAYNE 
ELLISON
Jan. 7, 1959 – Feb. 15, 2022

Stephen Wayne Ellison, 
age 63, of Board Camp, AR, 
died, Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022, 
at the National Park Medical 
Center in Hot Springs, AR. 
Steve was born on Wednes-
day, January 7, 1959, to 
Wayne Gene and Annette La-
Forge Ellison in Hallettsville.

Steve grew up on the fam-
ily farm in Board Camp, AR 
and attended Board Camp 
Baptist Church. Steve had 
many fond memories from 
those days. Pastor and Mrs. 
Vernual Ridgeway were in-
strumental in him coming 
to Christ and surrender-
ing to the ministry. Pastor 
Ridgeway baptized Steve in 
Board Camp Creek when he 
was thirteen years old. Steve 
graduated 3rd academically 
in the 1977 class of Mena 
High School. Steve partici-
pated in basketball and was 
a starter on the 1976 Arkan-
sas State Champion Football 
Team from Mena H.S. After 
high school, Steve earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Educa-
tion degree from the Univer-
sity of Arkansas in Fayette-
ville. Steve later graduated 
with highest honors with a 
Master of Arts in Theological 
Studies degree from Mid-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Kansas City, MO. 
Steve also earned certifica-
tion in Intentional Interim 
Ministry from the Center 
for Congregational Health 
in Wake Forest, N.C. He later 
earned certification in Basic 
Christian Apologetics from 
the Creation Apologetics 
Teachers College based in 
Idaho.

Republican Party of 
Coryell County to host 
Ronald Reagan dinner

Andrea Adams, Commissioner Kyle Mat-
thews, Ed and Peggy Thompson, Endeavride, 

Dean Smith, Congressman 
John Carter, Will and Carol 
Kacy, Mike Williams, Sheriff 
Scott Williams, County Clerk 
Jennifer Newton, Commis-
sioner Ray Ashby, Commis-
sioner Sid Miller, Chairman 
Tony Smith, and Amber and 
Cody Tippit.

Ticket cost will be $35 sin-
gle, $50 couple, $100 event 
sponsor, $500 event co-host, 
and $15 for active military. 
Tickets may be purchased 
online by visiting: www.cory-
ellgop.org.

Sid Miller

OBITUARIES

In 1984, Steve put his 
double majors of Physical 
Education and Social Stud-
ies to use as a public-school 
teacher and coach for ten 
years in Gatesville, TX. Steve 
also taught and coached in 
Cedar Hill, TX as well as Wal-
dron and Mena, AR. Steve 
was active in the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes as a 
student at Mena H.S. and in 
three of the schools where 
he coached. That FCA in-
volvement led him to raise 
the necessary funds to open 
an FCA office in Waco, TX 
where he served as that of-
fice’s first Area Represen-
tative. Steve ministered on 
more than two-hundred 
school campuses in a twelve-
county area around Killeen 
and Waco including Baylor 
University. During that time, 
Steve was ordained to the 
gospel ministry by Trinity 
Baptist Church in Gatesville, 
TX. Because of their FCA 
relationship, Grant Teaff 
preached Steve’s ordination 
message.

Steve served in FCA as a 
volunteer for many years 
and for nine years in a va-
riety of paid positions. He 
worked alongside many 
great and humble men, in-
cluding Coach Teaff, Gene 
Stallings, Burton Lawless, 
Bobby Bowden, Cody Carl-
son, Tom Osborne, Spike 
Dykes, Tom Landry, and 
many others. Because of the 
FCA position, Steve began 
to receive requests to fill in 
for ill or traveling pastors. 
Before long, a small coun-
try church in Crawford, TX 
asked Steve to be their bi-
vocational pastor where he 
served for four and one-half 
years while also continuing 
to serve as the Area Director 
for the Heart of Texas FCA. 
After that, Steve transitioned 
into a full-time pastorate in 
Hodgen, OK and later in the 
Hot Springs area.

In January of 2012, Steve 
simultaneously began serv-
ing as the Manager and Ad-
ministrator for the Ouachita 
Baptist Assembly and as the 
Interim Pastor for Horatio 
FBC. After his ministry at 
Horatio, Associational Mis-
sionary duties were added 
to his OBA responsibilities. 

Steve then served as Interim 
Pastor at Mena FBC and 
Calvary BC. Steve wrote a 
weekly devotional column 
published across several 
southern states in hundreds 
of newspapers. Steve was 
even selected to serve on the 
Board of Directors for the 
Arkansas Baptist Newsmaga-
zine for 2018 and 2019.

Steve’s final pastorate was 
at Salem Baptist Church in 
Nunley, AR. During his min-
istry at Salem, he continued 
to teach Seminary Extension 
classes through the Ouachita 
Theological Training Insti-
tute in Mena, DeQueen, and 
at the Jim E. Hamilton Cor-
rectional Center in Hodgen. 
He loved the Salem children 
dearly and the entire Salem 
church. His heart was for 
discipleship across all ages. 
Steve tirelessly and faithfully 
served the Lord at home and 
vocationally throughout his 
entire life.

He was preceded in death 
by his father, Wayne Ellison 
and one brother, Michael El-
lison.

Steve is survived by his 
wife of 30 years, Malea El-
lison of Board Camp; his 
mother, Annette Ellison of 
Board Camp; his sons and 
wives, Levi and Jessica El-
lison of Mena and Caleb 
and Sidney Ellison of Con-
way; bonus son and fiance, 
Kendall Pearce and Ronni 
Denham of Hot Springs; his 
brother and wife, Brandon 
and Linda Ellison of Mena; 
one unborn grandson, Daniel 
Scott Ellison of Mena; Ma-
lea’s parents, Richard and 
Mary Ruth Martin of Mena; 
several nieces and nephews 
and a host of other relatives 
and friends.

Funeral services will be 
Saturday, Feb. 19, 2022, at 
10 a.m. at the Salem Bap-
tist Church with Brother Bill 
Carter officiating. Interment 
follows in Pinecrest Cem-
etery in Mena, AR under the 
direction of the Bowser Fam-
ily Funeral Home. 

In lieu of flowers memo-
rials can be made to the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Home, 150 Hyatt Court, 
Monticello, AR 71655 or at 
https://arkansasfamilies.
org/give-now

2022, in Gatesville.
Funeral services were 

held at 11 a.m. Monday, Feb. 
21, 2022, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home Chapel. Interment fol-
lowed at Pearl Cemetery.

Fred Duane Mariott was 
born on March 19, 1922, 
in the Peabody community 
of Coryell County. He was 
the son of the late Samuel 
Thomas and Iva Dell Man-
ning Mariott. He married Ole-
ta Upton on June 20, 1942. 
He served in the Army Air 
Corps during WWII. After his 
discharge, they moved back 
to Pearl and resided there all 
their married lives. He was a 
farmer and rancher. His wife 
preceded him in death on 
August 22, 2016. He attend-

ed Peabody Primitive Baptist 
Church. 

Fred is survived by his 
sons, Rickey Mariott and 
wife, Bernadine, of Cle-
burne and Randy Mariott 
and wife, Carol, of Houston; 
three grandchildren, Wesley 
Mariott and wife, Holly, Rus-
sell Mariott and wife, Sarah, 
Susan Corley and husband, 
Clay; and nine great-grand-
children. 

Memorials may be made to 
Pearl Cemetery Association, 
c/o Linda Ray, 1771 CR 152, 
Purmela, TX 76566

Turnersville Cemetery Assn. to 
hold quarterly meeting 

Donations for maintenance 
and upkeep of the cemetery 
may be sent to the Turners-
ville Community Cemetery 
Association in care of Nancy 
McKnown Gilmore, Mainte-
nance Fund Treasurer, 8070 
FM 182, Gatesville, TX 76528, 
or donations to the Memo-
rial Fund may be sent to the 
Turnersville Community 

Cemetery Association in care 
of James Baize, Memorial 
Fund Treasurer, 2320 CR 108, 
Gatesville, TX 76528.

It takes everyone work-
ing together. Attendance 
at meetings, the work done 
when called upon, all the 
support given to the Turners-
ville Cemetery Association is 
gratefully appreciated.

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

GISD students recently showed their support for animals and the Gatesville Animal Shelter by having 
a “Helping Hats Day.” Students wanting to participate could donate $1 and wear their favorite hats to 
school. All proceeds from the Helping Hats will benefit the shelter pets at the City of Gatesville Animal 
Shelter. Some of the students participating in the Helping Hats Day included Gatesville High School stu-
dents, from left  to right, Rose Mulloy, Bandy Hartley, Gill Wallace, Lawson Mooney, Bradley Crozier, and 
Foster Shirley.

GISD HELPING HATS



block of Rio Drive.
10:06 p.m., a disturbance 

was reported in the 1600 
block of Venus Avenue.

11:20 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
1100 block of E. Leon Street.
Feb.19

11:59 a.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 500 
block of CR 142.

1:04 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2800 
block of State Hwy. 36.

4:08 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 600 block 
of Dove Lane.

5:51 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 2400 block of S. 
Business Hwy. 36.

6:47 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1100 
block of E. Main Street.

8:32 p.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in the 
100 block of E. Leon Street.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Feb. 16

8:09 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
116 at Pidcoke.

10:02 a.m., a civil matter 
was reported at Topsey Ex-
otic Ranch.

11:18 a.m., the burglary of 
a habitation was reported in 
the 700 block of CR 261.

1:06 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 3600 block of 
CR 318.

3:53 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
700 block of CR 231.

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Feb. 16

12:44 a.m., a theft was re-

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of February 16 – 19.  While there were 
many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls 
should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 
865-7201.

The DISPATCH

ported in the 2500 block of 
Business Hwy. 36.

3:07 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1900 block of 
E. Main Street.

3:18 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1300 
block of Westview Drive.

3:46 p.m., criminal mischief 
was reported in the 300 block 
of Hornet Way.

4:09 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1500 block of 
Waco Street.

5:24 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 400 block of 
N. 16th Street.
Feb.17

8:44 a.m., a welfare concern 
was reported in the 300 block 
of S. Lovers Lane.

1:05 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Park Lane.

2:18 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 100 block of 
N. State Hwy. 36.

5:07 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 400 block of 
N. 16th Street.

11:27 p.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in the 
1700 block of Brown Street.
Feb.18

12:00 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Gates Drive.

2:11 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 1400 
block of CR 245.

3:53 p.m., a hit and run ac-
cident was reported in the 
2800 block of S. State Hwy. 
36.

8:17 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 100 

5:50 p.m., a stolen vehicle 
was reported in the 1600 
block of CR 341.
Feb. 17

12:16 a.m., the burglary of 
a vehicle was reported in the 
400 block of Thomas Street.

7:05 a.m., a dog bite was 
reported in the 400 block of 
Ranier Road.

8:01 a.m., harassment was 
reported in the 4600 block of 
FM 1783.

10:50 a.m., a threat was 
reported in the 3500 block of 
FM 217.

11:15 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 500 block of E. 
Leon Street.

1:56 p.m., a missing person 
was reported in the 800 block 
of CR 334.
Feb. 18

9:12 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
2700 block of Willow Loop.

11:38 a.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 11000 block of 
FM 929.

11:46 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported on S. 
Hwy. 36 at Flat.

2:14 p.m. a grass fire was 
reported in the 1400 block of 
CR 245.

8:22 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
17000 block of Moody Leon 
Road.

9:02 p.m., a welfare concern 
was reported in the 3100 
block of S. Hwy. 36.
Feb. 19

4:25 a.m., a stranded mo-
torist was reported on W. 
Hwy. 84 near Permela.

9:08 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
580 near Harmon Road.

2:42 p.m., an out-of-con-
trol child was reported in the 
3200 block of Brett Lane.

2:44 p.m., illegal dumping 
was reported on CR 102.

4:06 p.m., criminal trespass 
was reported in the 3200 
block of CR 318.

4:24 p.m., a civil matter was 
reported in the 900 block of 
Bluestem Drive.
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BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

FOR INFO:

254-865-2226

Sunday School  9:30am  

Sunday Worship  10:45am

4012 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville
(One mile east of the loop on the south side of Hwy. 84)

 254-248-0053

gracebibletx.com  
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Thank You
R’Lue and I would like to thank all who 

played a part in honoring us for 
Citizens of the Year. 

This was a very big surprise and was not 
expected. A special thanks to Brother 

Wray Nunn and his beautiful daughter, 
Felicia, for the presentation.

Gary & R’Lue
Gribble

THANK YOUTHANK YOU
We wish to thank Daren Moore 
and Scott’s Funeral Home, Dr. 
Bates, The Meadows and 
Bluebonnet Hospice staff for the 
care of our loved one,

John T. (Buck) McFarlin.

We would like to express our sincere thanks 
and appreciation. Your many acts of 
kindness and sympathy continues to be a 
great comfort to us in our time of sorrow.

Thank you for the food, cards, and prayers.

We are also very grateful to James Marvin 
Baize for all the kind words he spoke at 
Buck’s funeral and graveside service. We all 
appreciate it very much.

Betty McFarlin
Tamie & Rodney Gebert
Jamie & Judy McFarlin

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Members of CRSP (Cory-
ell Retired School Person-
nel) will have their February 
meeting on Thursday, Feb. 
24, at Ranchers’ Steak-
house. Social time will 
begin at 9:30 a.m. and the 
business meeting will start 
at 10 a.m. The major item 
of new business will be 
the election of officers for 
2022-2024.

The program for the 
meeting will be “Bingo for 
Books.” For a small fee, 

members can play bingo 
and win prizes. Donations 
are also welcome. All pro-
ceeds will go into the trea-
sury and will be earmarked 
for purchasing books for the 
“Children’s Book Project.” 
That is a statewide proj-
ect in which local chapters 
place books in the hands of 
children ages 12 and under. 
Last year the Coryell County 
chapter was able to give 
away 2,404 books.

Retired school    
personnel to meet

A benefit for Peggy Perez 
will be held on Saturday, 
Feb. 26, 2022, from 2 p.m. 
until 8 p.m. at the Junction 
on 36. There will be live 
and silent auctions, a bake 
sale, t-shirt sales, a corn-
hole tournament, and live 
bands performing.

Perez is the sister of 
Janell Malden, Debbie 
Buster and Danny Malden. 

She was recently diag-
nosed with stage four pan-
creatic cancer. Although 
there has been discussion 
with doctors concerning 
both treatment and time-
lines, her family’s goal is 
to keep her as comfort-
able as possible and to let 
her know how much she is 

Benefit to be 
held Saturday 
for Peggy Perez

Peggy Perez

loved.
An account has been set up 

at Extraco Bank in Gatesville 
for the benefit of Perez.

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 2/20/22).......

$1899.20
SILVER (XAG/USD 2/20/22)..........

$23.92

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, February 19, 2022 
Jody & Robin Thomas 

(254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville
 (254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 175-235 
300-400 lb. 175-230 
400-500 lb. 165-215
500-600 lb. 150-190
600-700 lb. 140-165
700-800 lb. 130-150
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 140-175
300-400 lb. 140-175    
400-500 lb. 140-170
500-600 lb. 135-165
600-700 lb. 130-155
700-800 lb. 115-135

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 85-96
Low Yielding 60-70       
Fats 77-87
Thin & Shelly 35-45

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 80-111

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1400-1750
Young Fair 1200-1400 
Aged Pairs 900-1200

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 600-1325

Number of Head 1084
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Early Voting

February 14th-25th

New Voting Dates

February 19th & 20th

H Broadband Internet

H Lower Taxes

H Efficient Government

RE-ELECT ROGER MILLER

FOR COUNTY JUDGE

Political Ad Paid for By Elect Roger Miller

Committed To

THE

 Right Choice
                                                  FOR PROVEN LEADERSHIP

Election Day
March 1st

 COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville High School’s Auto Tech students recently qualified for the State Skills USA competition in 
Waco. They all received a “superior” rating on their projects and will be competing in the state competi-
tion held in Corpus Christi in the spring. The Auto Tech students, pictured left to right, are Seth Franks, 
Aaron Soriano, Trent Ray, Raleigh Abrahamson, and Joseph Wibbenmeyer.

Mary Farrell, of Gatesville, 
was recently placed on the 
University of Mississippi’s 
Fall 2021 Honor Roll List. Far-
rell was named to the Chan-
cellor’s Honor Roll, which is 
reserved for students who 
earn a semester GPA of 3.75 
to 4.00. 

“The remarkable students 
achieving Chancellor’s Honor 
Roll are among the best and 
brightest at the University of 
Mississippi,” said Chancel-
lor Glenn Boyce. “I commend 
them for their hard work 
and dedication resulting in 
their outstanding academic 
achievements and this well-
deserved recognition.”

In order to be eligible for 
honor roll designation, a stu-
dent must have completed at 
least 12 graded hours for the 
semester and may not be on 
academic probation during 
the semester.

The University of Mississip-
pi, affectionately known as 
‘Ole Miss,’ is the state’s flag-
ship university. It has a long 
history of producing leaders 
in public service, academics 
and business.

20 YEARS AGO
(2002)

Allen Dodd, a correc-
tional officer at the Hughes 
Unit, was one of only six 
candidates to complete the 
rigorous defensive tactics 
instructor training at the 
Hilltop Unit Training Acad-
emy. He received his award 
from Major James Fields, 
chief coordinator for the 
TDCJ defensive tactics pro-
gram.

Army Sgt. Carl W. Stevens 
graduated from the Army 
Basic Noncommissioned 
Officer Course at Fort 
Knox, KY. A 1988 graduate 
of Gatesville High School, 
Stevens received the skills 
needed to supervise, com-
municate, and motivate 
subordinates.

Gatesville High School 
students were participating 
in STAR competition in the 
Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America 
state leadership conference 
in Corpus Christi. The stu-
dents were Angela Latimer, 
Starla Green, Matt Robi-
nette, Melissa Manning, 
Amanda Shirley, Lacie Ellis, 
Amelia Medford and Alei-
sha Nunn.

Barbara Lynch was serv-
ing as chairman for the 
second straight year for 
the Relay for Life event. 
The previous year’s event 
raised more than $38,000 
for the cancer society and a 
goal of $50,000 was set for 
the year of 2002.

30 YEARS AGO
(1992)

Gatesville resident and 
longtime civic leader How-
ard Franks was honored 

Whatever happened to…
with his receiving of the 
Community Builder Award 
presented by Gatesville 
Masonic Lodge No. 197. 
The award was designed 
to recognize outstand-
ing non-Masons who had 
distinguished themselves 
through service to the com-
munity.

Monica Villarreal of 
Oglesby and Matt Vick of 
Jonesboro were recognized 
as the season’s top high 
school basketball scorers 
in Coryell County during 
the regular season, accord-
ing to county basketball 
final statistics.

The Prince of Tides was 
showing at the Drive-In. 
The movie starred Barbra 
Streisand and Nick Nolte 
and received an Academy 
Award nomination. The 
movie admission cost was 
$1 per person all week.

Recent flooding across 
Coryell County caused 
havoc to farmers and 
ranchers. More than 300 
miles of stock fence was 
lifted by the swollen Cow-
house Creek that crossed 
Highway 84 West to Evant. 
Those affected were eli-
gible for disaster aid loans 
and relief programs.

40 YEARS AGO
(1982)

Bob Honea, a Gates-
ville carpenter-contractor, 
landed a giant 11-pound, 
1-ounce black bass on a 
windswept power company 
lake at Fairfield. He re-
claimed the family fishing 
title that had been held for 
one year by his wife, Laura.

Tom Miller of Gatesville 
brought his blood dona-

tions to two gallons when 
he donated once more in 
February 1982. The blood 
drive was reported to be 
the second best with 128 
of 137 prospective donors 
accepted.

Cline Davis, pastor-elect 
of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Gatesville, was 
scheduled to be ordained 
and installed as pastor 
during a ceremony at the 
church. He was a 1978 
graduate of the Austin 
Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary.

The Jonesboro School 
Board voted to extend the 
current contract of Win-
ifred Dodds who was serv-
ing as superintendent. The 
school board also renewed 
the contract of Joe T. Light-
sey who had been principal 
since 1976.

50 YEARS AGO
(1972)

Gatesville Drug, a land-
mark among local business 
establishments, closed 
their doors at 713 Main 
Street., where the drug 
store had operated since 
1912. The pharmacy de-
partment had been moved 
to the Foster store the pre-
vious October.

Rev. Ralph L. O’Dell ac-
cepted a call from the First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Gatesville to become its 
pastor. He succeeded Rev. 
Thomas G. Steward who 
resigned in June to move 
to Houston. Rev. O’Dell be-
came the 28th minister to 
serve the local church.

Janie Zacharias, presi-
dent of the Future Home-
makers of America chap-

ter at Oglesby High School, 
had been chosen to sing 
with the Area VIII FHA cho-
rus in Waco and the state 
FHA chorus in Fort Worth.

Three Gatesville resi-
dents were among 905 
candidates receiving de-
grees at North Texas State 
University. They were Mrs. 
Sara McAndrew, John An-
derson and Steven Nee-
ley. McAndrew received a 
Master of Arts degree in 
English, Anderson received 
a Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration, and Neeley 
was awarded a Bachelor of 
Business Administration.

60 YEARS AGO
(1962)

C.W. Turner was ap-
pointed city judge suc-
ceeding Albert Dickie who 
had resigned after being 
appointed county attorney. 
Turner also held the title 
of justice of the peace for 
Precinct 2 and was to serve 
as city judge and justice of 
the peace.

Don Marshall and Peggy 
Sasse were selected from 
the representatives of the 
four high school classes, to 
be the winners of the Mr. 
and Miss Valentine. They 
were presented a box of 

candy by Larry Bond.
Mr. and Mrs. Ollie Wilson 

of Gatesville celebrated 
their 60th wedding anni-
versary in the home of their 
son, Dewey Wilson, and 
wife of Brownwood. The 
open house included all 
their children and grand-
children.

Connie McClendon was 
the winner from Oglesby 
High School in the 1962 
Betty Crocker Search for 
the American Homemaker 
of Tomorrow, thus becom-
ing eligible for one of 102 
scholarships which totaled 
$110,000.

STATE QUALIFIERS

Farrell 
named to 
honor roll 

Mary Farrell
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BETSY CLARK
Pearl Church of Christ 

wishes to thank everyone 
who supported their Valen-
tine Auction for the Scholar-
ship Fund for local students 
and for His Kids. The church 
appreciates everyone who 
came to the auction, who 
dropped off checks during 
the last month, and those 
who donated items to the 
auction. A grand total of 
$10,785 was collected and 
all proceeds go directly into 
the scholarship fund! What a 
blessing!

The next Pearl Music Fes-
tival will be March 5, 2022, 
at the Pearl Community Cen-
ter. Acoustic Gospel, Coun-
try/Western, and Bluegrass 
bands are welcome to play on 
the stage for free! Kids’ bands 
are always welcome as well. 
Please call Ronald Medart at 
254-865-6013 to schedule 
your time on the stage. The 

Pearl News

Pearl Church of Christ raised over $10,000 for His Kids

Betsy Clark

Community Center opens at 
7 a.m.  until ?, and the kitchen 
is open from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m.. Ya’ll come!

The Pearl Cottage Book 
Store will be open from 10 
a.m. until 5 p.m. on March 
5th in conjunction with the 
Pearl Music Festival Event. 
Vendors, Junk in Your Trunk 
sales, and fruit and vegetable 
sales are welcomed to set up 
on the north side of the Book 
Store. A $5 fee per vehicle/
booth will be collected to 
benefit the Pearl Community 
Center. So, bring your items 
to sell (except for prepared 
food and drink items which 
are not allowed), and join in 
the fun for the day!

The annual Pearl Flea Mar-
ket will be on April 23rd from 
8 a.m. until 2 p.m. Vendors, 
personal Junk-in-Your-Trunk-
ers, booths, food trucks, and 
vegetable/fruit markets are 
invited. All sellers will park 

outside around the Commu-
nity Center on a “first come-
first park” basis. A small 
fee of $5 will be charged for 
each booth/vendor/trunk to 
benefit the Pearl Community 
Center. The kitchen will be 
open for something new—the 
first Meet and Greet in Pearl. 
Needed are volunteers to 
work the kitchen. Bring your 
favorite snack to donate to 
the kitchen to sell to benefit 
the Community Center. If you 
wish to sign up to volunteer 
for “kitchen duty” that day, 
please call Linda Ray at 254-
865-9282. The Pearl Church 
of Christ is donating a large 
box of fried chicken, but you 
can bring your favorite des-
serts, snacks, or breakfast/
lunch items. Everyone is in-
vited. For more information 
or to volunteer to work in the 
kitchen, please call Linda Pru-
ett at 254-865-9282.

We extend our deepest 

sympathies to the family 
of Mr. Fred Mariott, age 99, 
who passed from this life on 
February 16th. Mr. Mariott’s 
service was held on February 
21st at Scott’s Funeral Home. 
Mr. Mariott and his wife, 
Oleta, who preceded him in 
death in 2016, were life-long 
residents of the Pearl Com-
munity except for the time 
that he spent in the service. 
Memorials may be made to 
the Pearl Cemetery Associa-
tion c/o Linda Ray, 1771 CR 
152, Purmela, TX 76566.

We are so excited to finally 
welcome Marilyn and Ron Mc-
Donald back to Central Tex-
as! We wish them the great-
est joy possible in their new 
home in the Gatesville area, 
and we hope that they will 
be frequent visitors to Pearl 
(their second home)! I remem-
ber long ago when I would ei-
ther stop by Clyde and Betty 
Jo’s home or Pearl Church of 

Christ where Clyde was either 
checking out the grounds 
or sneaking a cookie (where 
Betty Jo would not catch 
him), Clyde would always say, 
“Here comes trouble.” Well, 
now we can say that same 
phrase when we see Ron and 
Ronald or Linda and Mari-
lyn coming ‘round the bend! 
Now, if we put Kay in the Mar-
ilyn/Linda mix, we really will 
have trouble!! Clyde would 
say, “No good can come from 
that!” Actually, though, he 
meant just the opposite, and 
we mean the exact opposite 
of those phrases when we see 
all of these dear ones heading 
our way!! God is so good!!

The closing verse for this 
week comes from John 
1:4,5—”In Him was life, and 
that Life was the Light of all 
mankind. The Light shines in 
the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it.” 
NIV

To keep up with the lat-
est Pearl news online, you 
can go to the “Pearl Cottage 
Bookstore” Facebook page, 
the “Pearl Church of Christ” 
Facebook page, or the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page. Or contact 
me at betsyclark47@yahoo.
com for more information or 
to submit any Pearl news.

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

Where you born in a 
barn?

In other words, get in 
here and shut the door. 
Take your dirty shoes off 
before you walk on the 
clean floor. You might 
call your cat your “baby” 
and your dog is your “best 
friend” but really, were 
you born in a barn? In the 
new book “Funny Farm” by 
Laurie Zaleski, the answer 
might be maybe...

The last time was differ-
ent.

Laurie Zaleski’s mother 
had uprooted the fam-
ily before, but in the past 
they’d always returned 
to the beautiful house at 
8 Timber Heights Court, 
between Philadelphia and 
New Jersey.

BOOK REVIEW

“Funny Farm’ a love letter to moms, tale of animals
That was the house 

where Zaleski spent her 
first five years of life. It 
was also where her fa-
ther physically abused 
her mother until prom-
ises to stop didn’t work 
anymore, and twenty-six-
year-old Annie scooped up 
her three children, drove 
around awhile to throw her 
husband off the trail, and 
then brought the kids to 
a “shell,” as Zaleski says. 
Made of cement blocks, 
rotten wood, and mold, 
their new home was a one-
bedroom, no-bath, no-heat, 
no-running-water hovel 
that Annie promised could 
be “cozy” with some work.

Eventually, it was. It 
became a home before Za-
leski was a teen – a home 
for children and dozens of 
animals that Annie seemed 

to collect.
She could never say “no” 

to any creature in need, 
in fact, and that was okay 
with her kids. Caring for 
animals and troubled 
friends taught responsi-
bility. Making them safe 
taught self-sufficiency. Pet 
death taught realities and 
that food sometimes came 
first. Annie, blunt and no-
nonsense, worked several 
jobs to make ends meet 
– something that embar-
rassed Zaleski as a teen-
ager – but there was always 
room for another. The fam-
ily was poor, but hers was a 
glorious childhood.

And then, just before 
she was able to enjoy an 
empty nest, Annie Zaleski 
fell sick. Her children wor-
ried about her, but she said 
she was fine. Healthy as a 

horse.
“We couldn’t have 

dreamed that this time,” 
says Zaleski, “our mother, 
the most truthful of wom-
en, was a liar.”

Cute as a cuddly bunny, 
but with the kind of kick 
that only a mule can de-
liver, “Funny Farm” is the 
sort of book you want to 
read and be charmed.

Here, readers are treated 
to a dual memoir – one that 
is mostly about two farms 
and the animals on them: 
a big horse that was “pure 
love,” a peacock’s miracle, 
pigs big and small, dogs 
and a chicken that thinks 
she’s a dog. The other part 
is a love letter to a moth-
er’s strength, as author 
Laurie Zaleski writes about 
a childhood spent in an 
unconventional house-

hold that was first created 
out of necessity and then 
out of joy. The telling of 
this tale of humor, Mom-
isms, love, and anguish 
also gives readers room to 
think about how awesome 
their own mothers are.

Come to this book on 
either side, human or ani-
mal, and let yourself be de-
lighted. Find it for the crit-
ters, love it for the people 
you’ll meet, “Funny Farm” 
will make any reader purr.

“Funny Farm: My Un-
expected Life with 600 
Rescue Animals” by Laurie 
Zaleski

c.2021, St. Martin’s Press 
$27.99 256 pages



WEDNESDAY, Feb. 23, 2022   The Gatesville Messenger    A7

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 13

Water usually _________ well 

with other liquids to ________ 

solutions. But, as this 

experiment shows, oil and water 

do not mix. Water molecules 

are strongly _____________ to 

each other. So are oil molecules. 

Because each is more attracted 

to its own ____________, they 

just don’t mix together. They 

separate, and the oil _________ 

above the water because it has 

a lower density.

Have you ever seen the sheen 
of oil on a puddle of water? 

When water lands on oil in the 
street, the oil floats to the 
surface. It just won’t mix 

with the water.

Standards Links: Spelling: 
Spell grade-level appropriate 

words correctly.

Replace the missing words.

Cut out these sentences and 
put them in the correct order 
for an explanation.

Perform this experiment and record your observations here!

Standards Links: Physical Science: Understand things can be done to materials 
to change some of their properties.

Solutions
Tell about a world problem that you 
would like to see solved. How might 

you solve this problem.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

EXPERIMENT

SOLUTIONS

SCIENTIST

MOLECULE

SURFACE

DENSITY

FLOATS

LIQUID

SHEEN

WATER

STICK

TRACK

FOOD

OIL
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Cause & Effect

Standards Links: Reading Comprehension: Understand cause 
and effect.

Find a headline that shows a cause and 
effect. 
Find a headline that describes an effect, and 
then read the article to determine the cause.

1.

2.

Standards Links: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

How many of these see-through fish can you find?

Standards Links: Writing: Use strategies to 
edit written work.

Everything is made of little 

building blicks called 

molecules. They are two 

small to see with the naked 

eye, but they give all things 

their speshul characteristics.

Molecules make hard things 

hard, soap slippery and rubber 

bandz stretchy. Their size, 

shape and ability to attract 

other molecules determine 

these characteristics.

Peeple are made of molecules, 

too! Everything from our 

bones to are skin and hair are 

all various types of moledules.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? 
Read the article below and circle 
the seven errors you find. Then 
rewrite the article correctly on 

the lines below the article.

JANN DWORSKY
A “Coryell County News” 

from 1960 came out of a box 
in the Accession Room at 
Coryell Museum. Everything 
stopped for me, and I had to 
look through it and found 
the listings for March 1960 
television programming. My 
childhood memories of these 
shows came back to life.

The listing included: The 
Ozzie and Harriett Show, Bet-
ty Hutton CBS, The Real Mc-
Coys and Zane Grey Theatre, 
Markham, My Friend Flicka, 
Johnny Ringo and I’ve Got a 
Secret. At 6 p.m. TX Times 
News and Weather, Doug 
Edwards-CBS, Bronco, Wyatt 
Earp, Coronado 9, Whirly-
birds, Garry Moore, and at 
10:00, TX Final World News. 
At 11:30, the Texas T/V the-
atre.

“The Real McCoys” was 
about a farm family and 
starred Walter Brennan and 
Richard Crenna and aired 
from 1957-1963. Walter Bren-
nan was 69 years old and lat-
er worked on five films with 
John Wayne. I have watched 
some of those recently when 
Walter was young and slen-
der (like we all used to be). 
His limp on the “Real Mc-
Coys” was fake but similar to 
the way I walk some days.

Early in his acting ca-
reer, Brennan had his teeth 
knocked out in a fight scene. 
He had to get dentures and 
looked fine. He says this 

turned out to be his lucky 
break because with his thin-
ning hair, dentures out, and 
unique voice he could play 
men 40 years older.

“I’ve Got a Secret” was a 
panel game show that aired 
from 1952-1967 and I re-
member it being full of fun. 
Some of the actors were Bill 
Cullen, Henry Morgan, Faye 
Emerson and Jayne Meadows, 
then later Betsy Palmer and 
Bess Myerson. An individual 
that had an unusual occupa-
tion, hobby or skill would 
come on and the panel would 
ask the questions. The audi-
ence knew what the secret 
was so many of the questions 
brought lots of laughter.

The Garry Moore Show 
aired from 1958-1967 with 
various features and as 
regulars had Carol Burnett 
and Durwood Kirby, Marion 
Lorne, Alan King and Dorothy 
Loudon. Actually, there were 
several shows that Garry 
Moore created, and all had 
his name.

The Whirlybirds was an 
adventure show from 1957-
1960. My father loved this 
show about helicopter pilots 
doing daring rescues to help 
people in trouble or per-
haps help the police catch a 
criminal. It was produced by 
Desilu Studios and featured 
a Bell 47G and Bell Model 47 
J Ranger helicopter. This was 
certainly lots of “free” adver-
tising for Bell Helicopter and 

CORYELL MUSEUM

“I’ve Got a Secret” and “The Real McCoys”
were seen then as a look into 
the future aircraft. National 
Helicopter, Inc. supplied the 
helicopters for the show.

From Ervin Adams, presi-
dent of Coryell Museum: 

I wanted to take a minute 
to talk about our digitiza-
tion project at the museum. 
We have thousands of docu-
ments and photos that have 
been donated to the museum 
by members of the communi-
ty that give us a glimpse into 
the past. These archives are 
often too fragile to display, 
and we do not have the space. 
For over two years, we have 
been scanning our archives, 
with the hope that one day we 
will be able to put our collec-
tion online for genealogical 
and historical research.

The Coryell Museum is a 
local museum, and as such 
belongs to the communities it 
serves. Our scanning project, 
as well as even keeping the 
doors open is made difficult 
due to the lack of volun-
teers. If you have time, please 
consider volunteering at the 
museum. You would be help-
ing to preserve the past for 
future generations.

Call Coryell Museum at 
865-5007 to volunteer or 
come by to shop in the Gift 
Shop, bring a group or just 
come by to visit with us. Our 
volunteers often drop by to 
visit with whoever is working 
at the museum that day, just 
to visit. 

The Oglesby Lions Club 
will be hosting the 52nd an-
nual Rattlesnake Roundup 
on Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 
26-27, at the Oglesby Com-
munity Center.

Live demonstrations will 
be on Saturday at 10 a.m., 12 
p.m., 2 p.m., and 4 p.m. On 
Sunday the demonstrations 
will be at 12 p.m., 2 p.m., and 
4 p.m. The snake demon-
strations will feature world 
famous snake handler, Jackie 
Bibby, who is known as “The 
Texas Snake Man.”

The vendor fair will be on 
Saturday from 9:30 a.m. until 
5 p.m. On Sunday it will be 
from 11:30 a.m. until 5 p.m.

Snake registration will 

be on Saturday morning. 
Registration opens at 7 a.m. 
– there will be a bonus for 
early registration. No pro-
fessional snake hunters will 
be allowed. There will be no 
snakes registered after 10 
a.m. on Sunday and a safety 
pledge must be signed. 

Concessions will be of-
fered by Oglesby ISD and the 
Oglesby Volunteer Fire De-
partment. Breakfast will be 
offered both days, Saturday 
and Sunday, from 7 a.m. until 
10 a.m.

In addition to the snake 
handling demonstrations, 
there will be food vendors, 
carnival rides, games, train 
rides and a community blood 

drive on Saturday. Raffle 
prizes will also be offered.

Live entertainment will 
take place during Rattlesnake 
Roundup and will include 
Ed Leonard and Friends on 
Saturday from 11 a.m. until 
4 p.m.

General admission to the 
roundup will be $5. Children 
under 6 will be free. For more 
information about the event, 
call 469-450-4973 or 254-
424-4067, or email to oglesb-
yrattlesnake@gmail.com. The 
Rattlesnake Roundup can 
also be found on Facebook at 
Oglesby Lions Club Rattle-
snake Roundup.

Rattlesnake Roundup this weekend

SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is an actor, au-
thor, playwright, performer 
and entertainment produc-
er/promoter.

When folks think about 
quarter horses, the first 
thing that may come to 
mind is a backyard family 
pet or some old trail horse 
they used to ride around the 
state park or on the family 
farm. At the other end of the 
spectrum are those horse 
enthusiasts who are en-
gaged in the upper echelons 
of the quarter horse world 
where the competition is in-
tense, the cost of the horses 
is extraordinary, and the 
prize money can be amaz-
ing. Make no mistake about 
the high end of the horse 
business: it is big business. 

Generally, the owners of 
show horses have signifi-
cant wealth, and they gener-
ously spend those assets in 
their horse program so they 
might win one of the major 
events. Participation is driv-
en by prize money but cer-
tainly a significant portion 
is also driven by ego. When 
egos with big bank balances 
run amuck, huge money can 
be expended very quickly 
and lavishly. 

People who are profes-
sionals in the industry make 
money in training fees, sell-
ing tack, trailers and horses. 
Many are only too glad when 
a “newbie” with a lot of cash 
to spend enters the indus-
try. When word gets around 
at a horse show a financially 
strong “newbie” is look-
ing to get into the game, 
they are nearly attacked by 
people trying to sell them a 
horse or a ranch.

A few years ago, a woman 
named Tina showed up at 
the Futurity in Fort Worth. 
She was from Florida and 
was new to the cutting horse 
industry. She was slender, 
pretty, and had an outgo-
ing personality. She dressed 
well and gave every appear-
ance of someone who was 
well-bred and educated. She 
wanted to know more about 
quarter horses and to learn 
how she might be able “fit 

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Never ask a barber if you need a 
haircut

in” and participate at a high 
level. 

It wasn’t long until Tina 
was besieged by horse trad-
ers and those wanting to 
make a quick buck. She was 
easily persuaded, paying 
above market price for her 
first horse and putting it in 
cutting horse training. She 
was approached by a trader 
who told her he had just 
the horse trailer she would 
need. While the six-figure 
price tag was expensive, the 
trailer had an attached liv-
ing quarters and Tina was 
advised she would be more 
comfortable when she was 
at the horse shows if she 
had a place to go and rest 
between events.

The trader said the trailer 
was a real bargain and ex-
actly what she needed. Tina 
wrote the sizeable check 
without a single bat of an 
eye. Shortly after that, oth-
ers approached her offer-
ing tack, more horses, and 
even some broodmares. Of 
course, Tina soon needed a 
ranch so she would have a 
place to put all the animals 
she was acquiring, and sev-
eral real estate agents who 
specialized in performance 
horse ranches were only too 
happy to assist her. 

Before long, the woman 
had spent millions of dollars 
on her newfound hobby with 
the money always paid by 
check. Traders and trainers 
loved her. She was fun to be 
around and would pull out 
her checkbook and buy just 
about any “bargain” present-
ed to her. People were mak-
ing money and they were 
loving it.

One day, Tina seemed 
to drop off the face of the 
earth. She simply stopped 
showing up at her barn and 
at the horse shows. She did 
not answer her phone, and 
some horsemen who genu-
inely liked the attractive 
woman from Florida could 
not even reach her by phone.

The sudden disappear-
ance was quite the topic at 
the next horse show. What 
had happened to Tina? In 
short order, folks started 
getting calls from the FBI. 

The agent wanted to know 
if they knew the lady from 
Florida and if they had sold 
her anything. They wanted 
to know how much money 
had changed hands and 
where the assets they had 
sold were located. Just a few 
days later, the feds began 
seizing horses, trailers, and 
everything else that could 
be tied to Tina including the 
ranch she had bought.

The industry soon learned 
Tina was in jail. The checks 
she had written had always 
cleared, but unfortunately, 
she had embezzled money 
from her employer and that 
is how she was able to afford 
to buy so much. Her boss 
eventually noticed the defi-
ciency, called the police and 
the investigation began.

A number of horse people 
were forced to return the 
sales proceeds from items 
they had sold to Tina. Un-
fortunately for some, the 
money they “earned” had 
already been spent and they 
had to borrow money or sell 
assets to get cash in hand to 
turn over to the police. Tina 
ended up being sentenced 
to a long term in federal 
prison.

A whole lot of folks 
thought Tina was the fatted 
calf that had come to town, 
and they were going to carve 
steaks. Turns out they were 
the ones that were taken. 

Never ask a barber if you 
need a haircut… 

Thought for the day: The 
best way to double your 
money is to fold it over and 
put it in your own pocket.

Until next time.

Sam Houston
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045

Services

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00029084

017

Livestock

WORRIED ABOUT THE 
RISING COST OF BEEF 
AT THE GROCERY 
STORE?
We have the solution!!!
Locally farm raised beef, full 
or half calves available.
Butcher slots already arranged 
and allocated.
Please call Todd Appelman at 
254-317-5276. 
00029119

037

Help Wanted

Concrete workers needed, 
local area. Call 254-865-
3478.   00029072

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!
 Experienced Shingle Roofers 
to work on North Fort Hood 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSI-
CAL and BACKGROUND 
CHECK TO OBTAIN AC-
CESS TO MILITARY BAS-
ES. CONTACT JOHNSON 
ROOFING AT 254-662-5571 
OR VIA EMAIL LFULLER@
JROOF.COM
00029077

045

Services

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and 
Commercial

Complete Re-Roofs and 
Repairs

Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900

00029022

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC
Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00029033

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00029089

Ashley’s Landscaping & 
Services:

Mowing, Landscaping, 
Tree Trimming, 
Brush Clearing, 

Yard Cleanup, Handyman 
Services. 

254-239-8842
John 3:16

Like us on Facebook
00029122

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, 
lot clearing, 

stump and brush 
removal. 

254-563-3535 
www.yoseftreeservice.com

00029060

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00029079

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 
area. Commercial and Resi-
dential. Free Estimates. 
254-466-5128 
00029080

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00029081

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00029082

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00029083

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00029085

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00029086

060

Garage Sale

25 CENT SALE Tues, 02/22 - 
Sat, 02/26! Boys & Girls Club 
Resale Shop, 1706 E. Main.  
00029070

Clean out sale: furniture, tools, 
China sets, dishes, painting, 
Feb 26-27 from 8 am to 12 
noon, 2002 Old Fort Gates 
Road.  
00029120

070

Land & Lots

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, CH/A, 
storage building, 2-car carport, 
about 7 miles from Gatesville. 
No pets of any kind. Call 254-
216-9153. 
00029102

082

Commercial for Rent

Commercial Building on Main 
Street, next to O’Reilly’s/
across from Sonic, $600/mo. 
plus deposit. Call 254-865-
2112. 
00029123

099

Public Notices

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters of Administra-
tion for the Estate of ROGER 
LEE TEETERS, Deceased, 
were issued on January 28, 
2022, in Cause No. 21-10525, 
pending in the County Court 
at Law of Coryell County, 
Texas, to: TAMERA DEAN.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: DANIEL A. CORBIN
Attorney at Law
603 North 8th Street
Killeen, TX 76541

DATED the 18th day of Feb-
ruary, 2022.

DANIEL A. CORBIN
Attorney for TAMERA 
DEAN
State Bar No.: 04814300
603 North 8th Street
Killeen, TX 76541
Telephone: (254) 526-4523
Facsimile: (254) 526-6711
E-mail: legal@corbinlegal-
team.com 
00029121

$14.50 25 words or less, 1 issue
2nd consecutive issue is free without changes

Additional Words.....................70¢ each
Bold or Centered Type............Add $1.00
Border.......................................Add $1.00
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Assisted/Independent Living:
� CNA – FT, Days and nights

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Coryell Health Medical Clinic:
� LVN – FT M-F 8am-5pm
� CCMA – FT M-F 8am-5pm 

Coryell Health Medical Clinic - Waco: 
� LVN FT M-F 8am-5pm
� Patient Registration Clerk  – FT

Coryell Health Home Health: 
� RN Case Manager – FT
� PCA PRN – Gatesville, Evant and     

Copperas Cove
� Patient Account Specialist – FT 
� Community Care Service Clerk – FT

Culinary: 
� Cook or Cook Assistant – FT 

� Dish Washer - FT

EMS:
� Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – 

FT 
*$8000 SIGN ON BONUS

� EMT B – PRN or FT
*$4000 SIGN ON BONUS

Emergency Department:
� RN Nurse Mgr. – FT M-F 8am-5pm
� RN – FT Days

*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:

• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave • Matching 457B investments
Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances. EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

Laboratory: 

3pm-3am or Days – Wed. Thur. & Fri.

Material Management: 
� Housekeeper – FT

Med Surg:
� RN Acute Care Nurse Manager – FT 

Days
� RN House Supervisor – FT 7pm-7am

*$20,000 SIGN ON BONUS
� RN – PRN Nights
� LVN – PRN Nights
� CNA – FT Days and Nights

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 

Radiology:

� Technologist – PRN
� Cath Lab Tech – FT experience req. 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:
� PACU/Cath Lab RN - FT

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
� Cardiac Cath Lab – experience req.

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
� Cert. Central Sterile Tech – FT

*$5,000 SIGN ON BONUS
� Cert. Central Sterile Tech – PRN
� Housekeeper – FT

110 Chicktown Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528
off: (254) 404-2500
fax: (254) 248-6288

RN Unit Manager – FT � RN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and 

Nursing

**LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for Charge Nurse and Nursing $10,000 FT 
sign on bonus 1-year commitment
**CNA/NA: FT – All Shifts $4,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment
**CMA/CNA: FT – All Shifts $4,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year 
commitment. Must be a Certi ed Medication ide for Texas and must maintain 
a Certi ed urse ide for Texas

**Full Time Sign On Bonus Offered
Bene s Offered
Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

   Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.
Please go to our website: or ell e l org for summary of posted jobs.

If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality
team; apply in person or download an application from our web site:

E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org EOE

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

TexSCAN Week of
Feb. 20-26, 2022

ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 

at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ARROWHEADS

Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis, 
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid – up to 5 
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end 
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

EMPLOYMENT

Jourdanton Police – Now Hiring Texas Peace Officers 
– $2,500 sign-on incentive. TMRS Retirement, uniform 
allowance, certification pay, 13 paid holidays, zero cost 
health, insurance premium, FSA account, required 
equipment provided, competitive salary, dental/
vision policy and more. For complete details contact: 
ekaiser@jourdantonpd.net.

EVENTS

Southeast Texas Boat, Sport & RV Show – March 
4-5-6, Ford Park, Beaumont, Texas. THE Place to buy 
your new Boat or RV! See 50 Boat and RV Brands in 1 
Location! SouthEastTexasBoatRVShow.com.

Golden Triangle Home & Garden Show – 
March 4-5-6, Ford Park, Beaumont, Texas.   
EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME! See a multitude 
of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location! 
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com. 

GENERATORS

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 

power during utility power outages, so your home and 

family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 

7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 

quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 

855-704-8579.

REAL ESTATE

GRAND OPENING LAND SALE! March 

5 & 6. 2 acres only $47,900. 2 acres & barndo shell just 

$99,900*. SAVE THOUSANDS! High-speed internet, 

40 minutes – Gainesville. Excellent land financing. Call 

877-333-8815, x.114 or BlackJackMeadowsRanch.com 

*800SF, to-be built.

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-

dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 

plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 

Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 

www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 

and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 

Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 

RefrigerantFinders.com 

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 

–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 

Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 

or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 

can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

221 Participating Texas Newspapers � Regional Ads

Start At $250 � Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Advertise with us

254�865�5212

A better way to send your message
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We’re proud to offer assisted living that 

feels like home on a full-time or respite 

care basis. To learn more:

CoryellHealth.org | (254) 248-6293

feel at home.

Residences

Choose to

Clifton edges Gatesville in playoff warm-up game
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE
STAFF WRITER

The Gatesville Hornets fell to 
the Clifton Cubs 54-51 in a boys 
basketball game Friday at Sidney L. 
Pruitt Gymnasium in a contest set 
up as a non-district warmup game 
for the playoffs.

The Hornets (13-21 overall, 2-6) 
were preparing for their game 
against Wichita Falls Hirschi on 
Tuesday. Gatesville qualified for 
the postseason as the fourth-place 
team in District 6-4A. Clifton, 23-8 
overall, is the third-place team out 
of District 17-3A, with a 9-5 mark.

The game was competitive on 
both sides, with Clifton holding a 
33-31 halftime edge.

According to GHS head coach Brit 
Campbell, the Hornets did not pre-
pare for the game like they would 
for a normal opponent. The team 
has been focusing on the playoff 
opponent, Wichita Falls Hirschi. 

The Cubs ran a lot 
of zone, which frus-
trated the Hornet 
team because they 
had not practiced 
zone in a while.

The Hornets 
played Hirschi (23-
6 overall, 10-0 in 
district) on Tuesday 
in Aledo in a boys’ 
Bi-District playoff 
game. Results from 
the game will be in a 
future issue.

Gatesville scor-
ing: Jack Carroll 13, 
Rayshon Smith and 
Tyler Shea 10 each, 
Carter Williams 8, 
Jaden Gomez 4, 
West Allman, Bra-
dyn Culley, and Trae 
Miller 2 each.

TRISTON MCGEHEE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville’s Tyler Shea fights to keep possesion of the ball in action against the Clifton Cubs on Feb. 18

Bluff Dale tops 
Jonesboro, 54-31

BY TRISTON MCGEHEE
STAFF WRITER

The playoff bound Jonesboro Eagles were over-
whelmed Friday in Iredell by the Bluff Dale Wildcats 54-
31 in a non-district boys basketball game.

The Eagles (13-11 overall, 9-3 in district) had a frus-
trating warmup game being outscored in every quarter 
except the fourth when they edged the Wildcats 11-10. 
A strong second quarter, where the Wildcats (16-17 
overall, 6-6 in district) outscored the Eagles 21-4 was 
the difference in the affair. The Eagles hope to not let 
this loss sway their ambitions going forward.

The Eagles played Hubbard (16-9 overall, 10-2 in dis-
trict) in Bruceville-Eddy on Tuesday, results from the 
game will be in a future edition. 

Jonesboro scoring-- Ian Shoaf 9, Jacob Cisneros 5, 
Layton Blanchard 5, Nat Hilliker 3, Austin Massingill 3, 
Costin Allison 3, Manny Torres 2 and Garrett Young 1.

triston@gatesville

messenger.com

Gatesville releases ‘22 football schedule
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE
STAFF WRITER

Gatesville High School’s 2022 varsity 
football schedule was announced re-
cently, with the first district game set 
for Oct. 7 at home versus Waco Connal-
ly for Big Sting Night.

The Hornets will battle some famil-
iar teams that they played last season, 
including the Salado Eagles, Robinson 
Rockets, and Waco Connally Cadets in 
District 11-4A, Division II, Region III. 
The Madisonville Mustangs will be the 
newcomer in the district.

Gatesville’s Homecoming game is set 
for Sept. 23, against Godley.

The Glen Rose Tigers will be return-
ing to battle the Hornets for the second 
year in a row in non-district action.

The season will reignite an old rivalry 
between the Hornets and the McGregor 
Bulldogs. According to the website 
Texashighschoolfootballhistory.com, 
Gatesville has not played the Bulldogs 
since 2005, when the Hornets prevailed, 
34-0. Gatesville trails McGregor by a 
slim margin in the rivalry, losing 34 
times, winning 33 times, with four ties.

The Taylor Ducks, Mexia Black Cats, 
Godley Wildcats, and Mineral Wells 
Rams are new non-district opponents 
for the Hornets this season.

With an uneven number of schools 
(five) in Gatesville’s league, each school 
will have an open week at some point in 
the district schedule. The Hornets will 
be idle on Nov. 4, while the other four 
schools will be finishing up their dis-
trict matchups.

The school will announce the kickoff 
times at a later date.

Aug. 26 — at Taylor
Sept. 2 — home vs. Glen Rose (Hall of 

Fame and Junior High Night)
Sept. 9 — at McGregor
Sept. 16 — at Mexia
Sept. 23 — home vs. Godley (Home-

coming)
Sept. 30 — at Mineral Wells
Oct. 7 — * home vs. Waco Connally 

(Big Sting Night)
Oct. 14 — * at Salado
Oct. 21 — * home vs. Madisonville 

(Military and Senior Night)
Oct. 28 — * at Robinson
Nov. 4 — open date
* District 11-4A, Division II games.

Legacy Lunkers landed at Possum Kingdom event
Possum Kingdom claimed the first two Legacy Class large-

mouth bass of the month Feb. 12. Steven Davis of Burkbur-
nett, Texas reeled in ShareLunker 615 that morning, which 
weighed in at 13.20 pounds, followed by Randy Palmer of 
Arlington, Texas with 13.38-pound ShareLunker 616 later 
that night. These two Legacy Lunkers bring the 2022 Toyota 
ShareLunker season total to eight after six came in during the 
opening month of January.

The catches were monumental for Possum Kingdom with 
ShareLunker 615 becoming the waterbody’s first Legacy 
Class fish since 1991 and fourth overall when ShareLunker 
616 capped the day. Don Allison of Amarillo, Texas caught 
15.38-pound ShareLunker 80 on February 14, 1991, nearly 
31 years ago to the day of Davis’ and Palmers’ Legacy fish. 
Scott Tongate of Bedford, Texas collected the first ever Lega-
cy Lunker at Possum Kingdom on October 13, 1989.
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Hornet bats come alive in baseball scrimmage
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE

STAFF WRITER

The Gatesville Hornets won their 
baseball scrimmage 10-6 over the 
Class 6A Akins Eagles on Friday, 
Feb. 18 at Ryan Powell Memorial 
Ballpark.

The Hornets took the lead 6-5 in 
the seventh inning. After a strong 
scrimmage, the Hornets are look-
ing to start their regular-season 
schedule on the right foot.

GHS head baseball coach Chase 
Smith said he was proud of the way 
the team played during the scrim-
mage.

“We showed that we’re pretty 
scrappy,” Smith said. “We’re doing 
the things that we have got to do to 
win ballgames.”

Smith noted that the boys are 
working on finding ways to get 
on base, taking pitches, working 
a walk, and hustling to the ball no 
matter what kind of situation they 
are in. He said that the pitchers are 
throwing strikes, and the team is 
not beating itself.

“(Justin) Johnson started out, and 
he just threw a lot of strikes, like 
he has all year, he’s looked good,” 
Smith said. “John Ibarra, the fresh-
man, he’s doing what he needs 
to do and learning how to pitch 
against better opponents.”

Smith shared that the Eagles 
squad was a good opponent to 
scrimmage against because of their 
fast pitches.

“We got to see velocity for the 

first time, some probably lower- 
to mid-80s,” Smith said. “Which 
was good because we will see other 

teams in our district throw at that 
velocity.”

The Hornets will play in District 

6-4A against Brownwood, Glen 
Rose, Lampasas and Stephenville.

The Hornets faced Jarrell on 

Monday in a non-district road 
game. Results from that game will 
be in a future edition.
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Kason Herbelin hits the ball for the Hornets in a scrimmage against Akins on Feb. 18.

Gatesville tennis earns trio of gold medals in Cove
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE

STAFF WRITER

The Gatesville Hornet boys and girls tennis team traveled 
to Copperas Cove High School on Friday and returned with 
three gold medals.

GHS competed against nine other schools, Bastrop, Vista 

Ridge, Brownwood, Harker Heights, Belton, Leander Tom 
Glenn, Waco High, Lampasas, and Copperas Cove. Story Ta-
tum reeled in first place in singles, while Carlo and Alex Scott 
won first in boys’ doubles. 

Anna Mitchell finished behind Tatum in second place in 
girls’ singles. Slone Early came in second place, while his 
teammate in boys singles Tyler Hutts came in fifth. Hutts 

won four of his five matches during the tournament. 
In girl’s doubles, Callie Smith and Kasey Fitzer took third, 

while in mixed doubles Ty Warren and Julee Sun placed sec-
ond. 

The teams will travel to Waco on Friday to compete at the 
Waco ISD tournament at the Waco Regional Tennis Center. 
The play will begin at 8:30 a.m.

COURTESY PHOTO

Stormy Tatum and Anna Mitchell won first and second place, respectively, in the Cove tournament.
COURTESY PHOTO

Ty Warren and Julee Sun won second place in mixed doubles.

GHS powerlifters compete in invitational tournaments
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE

STAFF WRITER

The Gatesville Hornet boys and girls pow-
erlifting teams have been superb the last two 
weeks with two powerlifters winning first 
place four straight times this season.

On Feb. 12, the boys and girls’ teams com-
peted at the Meridian Invitational meet. Out 
of 16 schools the girls placed sixth and the 
boys placed third. The boys and girls com-
peted in squat, bench, and deadlift in their 
own respective weight classes. Ryan Smiley 
and Emmaleah Zacha have won four straight 
first place awards with their wins in Meridian 
and West.

For the boys’ team, Cayden Mata, Smiley, 
and L.J. Hall finished in first place, while Ca-
den Brister second place. Zach Bryant placed 
fourth, while Thiele Alvarado placed fifth. 
Steven Bomar placed 11th, while Brayden 
Mills placed 13th. Aaron Hughitt placed 17th 
and Hunter Swindall finished 22nd. 

For the girls’ team, Zacha placed first, 
Marlee Williams placed third, while Lindsey 
Cumming and Kasey Fitzer finished fourth 
place. Vielka Gonzalez finished fifth, Lena 
Clawson placed eighth, Brookelyn Byrd got 
ninth, and Persephone Romero got 16th.

Saturday (Feb. 19), the boys and girls com-
peted at the West Invitation meet. Out of 14 
schools, the boys placed fourth, while the 
girls placed 11th. 

For the boys, Brister, Smiley, and Hall all 
came in first for the boys team. Alvarado 
placed fifth, while Mata and Bryant placed 
sixth. Braden Minton came in eighth and 

Aaron Hughitt placed ninth, while David 
Simms came in 11th. Hunter Swindall placed 
16th, while Nathan Elliot 18th. 

For the girls team, Zacha placed first place, 
while her teammate Kacey Fitzer finished in 
seventh. Marlee Williams placed eighth, while 
Byrd and Payton Dowling finished in 11th. 
Romero finished in 13th.

Regionals are right around the corner for 
the teams. The girls will know by Tuesday 
who qualified for the regional meet, the re-
gional meet is set for March 4 in Dublin. The 
boys regional meet will be held on March 12. 
in West. The boys will find out who will go in 
about a week. 

Emmaleah Zacha Ryan Smiley LJ Hall


