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Helping students to be their best County 
approves 
internet 
study

BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Improved internet could provide a 
huge boost for education and busi-
nesses in Coryell County, as well as 
increased connectivity for informa-
tion and entertainment, and the Co-
ryell County Commissioners Court 
recently approved plans for a study 
that could help bolster broadband 
services in the area.

The Central Texas Council of Gov-
ernments (CTCOG), which serves 
Bell, Coryell, Hamilton, Lampasas, 
Milam, Mills and San Saba counties, 
has reached out to regional partners 
about their interest in a broadband 
study, and has selected the Fore-
sight Group to conduct the study.

County Judge Roger Miller said 
some of the entities are seeking 
grant funds to pay for the study, 
while others already have money 
budgeted and could go ahead and 
reach an agreement with the Fore-
sight Group on the cost.

“We have already allocated funds 
for the study, and I recommend 
we go out and get a cost estimate,” 
Miller said. “They estimated it was 
about a seven-month process — 205 
days for the entire regional plan.”

Miller said Bell County represen-
tatives had already notified CTCOG 
that it did not want to wait for the 
grant application process involving 
other entities.

Jack Barcroft, president of the 
Coryell County Economic Devel-
opment Board and a candidate 
for county judge, said the board 
worked with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture in 2015 on a broadband 
study.

“They created a 66-page docu-
ment that talked about the distribu-
tion and infrastructure and broke 
things down from every corner of 
the county,” he said.

Barcroft added that Coryell Coun-
ty does not qualify for certain grant 
programs to assist with internet 
connectivity because one portion 
of the county, Copperas Cove, is 
urban. However, much of the rest 
of the county is considered rural or 
small-town.

“One corner of the county at Cop-
peras Cove has high speed inter-
net access,” he said. “Not much has 
changed since that last evaluation 
(seven years ago).”

Barcroft said he would make sure 
members of the commissioners 
court had copies of that study.

County Attorney Brandon Belt 
asked about CTCOG’s goals for the 
study.

“They’re primarily just facilitat-
ing,” Miller said. “They want to 
know if we want to participate with 
them as a collective group. Bell, 
Hamilton and Mills have pulled out 
of the CTCOG proposal (to fund the 
studies on their own).”

“What’s our endgame?” Belt 
asked.

“To be able to maximize grant 
funding for rural areas,” Miller said. 
“Once we get a plan implemented, 
it’s a matter of what we need to do 
to get broadband all across Coryell 
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Teacher talks about social emotional learning
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Mary Bruton is far more than an algebra 
teacher for Gatesville High School — she is 
also someone who is dedicated to getting to 
know her students and helping them achieve 
their best in life.

Bruton recently talked about social emo-
tional learning for the Gatesville Independent 
School District, and the strong role it plays 
in helping teachers connect with students, as 
well as helping students set goals and envi-
sion the type of people they want to be.

“Social emotional learning is getting to 
know kids before you try and teach them,” 
Bruton said during a recent meeting of the 
Gatesville Exchange Club. During 30-minute 
homeroom periods, Bruton said students 
focus on being mindful of what they want to 
accomplish on some days, and simply being 
thankful — and writing thank you notes — on 
other days.

“The students are instructed to write a 
note, thanking someone,” Bruton said. “It can 

be to a parent, teacher, classmate, custodian, 
et cetera.”

Students also participate in conversations 
and games that promote interaction, with 
topics such as building community, making 
agreements, compiling “to do” lists, selfless 
pursuits and habits to improve well-being.

Bruton showed videos from others in-
volved in SEL, which focused on the differ-
ence between goals to be accomplished and 
simple “to do” lists. It was explained that the 
lists are about productivity, while goals are 
something that are worked on for longer pe-
riods.

Among the goals students talked about 
were being more understanding, being a bet-
ter listener and focusing on traits that will 
help them become the person they want to 
be.

“I feel like it’s very relatable,” Bruton said. 
“What would be on your list of things you 
want to be. We are teaching kids to focus on 
that and I think it’s amazing.”

In a video Bruton showed, one adult said 

that in the midst of the chaos in the world, 
he is inspired by kids and listening to their 
ideas on how to be a better person. He said 
students talked about the people in their 
lives who made a difference. It didn’t always 
take achieving great things — sometimes the 
students just appreciated those who made 
the effort to show up and be a positive part of 
their lives.

Author and speaker Margaret Mead was 
quoted that the first sign of culture in a soci-
ety is when someone stays with a person long 
enough to help someone heal and endure 
through difficulties.

On the subject of living well, Bruton re-
ferred to former Girls Scouts of the USA Chief 
Executive Officer Frances Hesselbein, who 
is now 106, who was quoted as saying she 
wakes up every morning and says “to serve is 
to live,” a philosophy that has led her to ex-
perience many adventures and to live life to 
the fullest.

Gatesville High 
School teacher 
Mary Bruton 
gave a presen-
tation on social 
emotional 
learning at a 
recent meeting 
of the Gates-
ville Exchange 
Club. 
COURTESY PHOTO
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GHS’ Brumfield focuses on teaching life lessons
BY SABRINA ANDERSON

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

First-year Gatesville High School 
teacher, Justin Brumfield, began 
his role as an educator in 2019 at 
Cedar Park shortly after graduat-
ing from the University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor (UMHB). 

While attending UMHB, Brumfield 
played football under the direction 
of Gatesville’s own former head 
coach - Luke Howard. After getting 
into contact with Howard, Brum-
field made his way from Cedar Park 
to Gatesville to help teach EOC 
Remediation and to coach football, 

softball and basketball.
He describes his role in teach-

ing as helping students who need a 
little modification to their assign-
ments in order to better under-
stand the material overall and give 
support as the students need it.

“That’s the exact reason I wanted 
to get back into the profession — 
to show people that we’re teach-
ing life lessons on top of the stuff 
we have to teach them for school,” 
said Brumfield. “I’m giving support 
in a math class, but I’m also teach-
ing them how to be accountable 
and expect things from themselves 

and have goals and how to work to-
ward those goals.”

Though the majority of his teach-
ing career has been in the shadow 
of coronavirus protocols, Brum-
field says it has helped him to re-
spond to unprecedented situations.

“It’s something that I think ma-
tured me beyond my years,” said 
Brumfield. “It was very challenging, 
but it was also very helpful at the 
same time.”

Similar to his own experience 

Justin BrumfieldPLEASE SEE TEACHERA2
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it’s a matter of what we 
need to do to get broadband 
all across Coryell County,” 
Miller said. “We have places 

that don’t even have inter-
net available to them. I sus-
pect implementing the plan 
would be a combination of 
wired and wireless (to get 
countywide coverage).”

Commissioner Kyle Mat-
thews suggested the county 

notify CTCOG that it will ne-
gotiate the cost of the broad-
band study directly and not 
go through CTCOG.

Commissioners voted for 
Coryell County to enter into 
separate negotiations with 
the Foresight Group.

COUNTY
FROM PAGE A1

Similar to his own experi-
ence in high school, Brum-
field is involved in Gatesville 
High School’s Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes (FCA) 
organization, which is an 
organization that allows ath-
letes to unite their passions 

for faith and athletics in one 
environment. He said he was 
excited to get involved when 
he found out Gatesville par-
ticipated in FCA.

“At the end of the day, you 
know that you’re making an 
impact in a kid’s life,” said 
Brumfield.

Since moving to Gatesville, 
Brumfield says he loves how 
involved everyone in the 

community gets when any 
events are scheduled and 
looks forward to everything 
to come.

When he’s not teaching or 
coaching, Brumfield spends 
his time at home with his 
newlywed wife and two dogs, 
visiting family or letting his 
wife beat him in a game of 
golf.

TEACHER
FROM PAGE A1

Bruton quoted an astro-
naut who said if an asteroid 
was heading on a collision 
course with the earth, con-
trary to hit movies which 

focused on a more dramat-
ic outcome or solution, it 
would merely take a little 
bump from an object sent 
into space to change the as-
teroid’s trajectory.

“A little nudge would save 
everybody — a little nudge 
can change the future,” Bru-

ton said. “What if your little 
nudge helped someone. Over 
time, it can make a great dif-
ference.

“To live well is to love well. 
Let’s help each other heal, 
live, grow and make a differ-
ence in other’s lives.”

LEARNING
FROM PAGE A1

BY GARY BORDERS

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

Voters who go to the polls 
for municipal and school 
board elections on May 7 will 
also be asked to decide on 
two proposed amendments 
to the Texas Constitution.

Deputy Secretary of State 
Joe Esparza drew the bal-
lot order last week for the 
two proposed amendments, 
both dealing with property 
taxes. The first proposi-
tion on May’s ballot would 
authorize the Legislature to 
cut the property tax limit for 
the homesteads of elderly or 
disabled residents “to reflect 
any statutory reduction from 
the preceding tax year.”

According to Ballotpedia.
org, the measure would re-
sult in a reduction in revenue 
of $467.5 million in the first 
two years it is implemented. 
The measure passed unani-
mously in both chambers 
during the second special 
session. 

The second proposed 
amendment would increase 
the homestead exemption 
for school district prop-
erty taxes from $25,000 to 
$40,000. That measure, ap-
proved by the Legislature in 
October in another special 
session, also passed unani-
mously. 

State Sen. Paul Bettencourt, 
R-Houston, the author of the 
amendment, said, “People 
see the need for property tax 
relief, and Texans are going 
to cry out for that continu-
ously. This is a great way to 
bring that home to all of the 
taxpayers of Texas.”

State signs deal with To-

kyo
The state hopes to see 

expanded growth from 
Tokyo-based small and me-
dium-sized businesses after 
signing a cooperative agree-
ment with the Tokyo met-
ropolitan government. The 
governor’s office of Econom-
ic Development and Tourism 
organized 18 local economic 
development partners across 
the state to provide resourc-
es to Tokyo businesses inter-
ested in expanding in Texas. 

“Tokyo and Texas may be 
half a world apart, but we are 
closing that gap by facilitat-
ing more investment and 
economic development be-
tween our two regions,” Gov. 
Greg Abbott said. “I look 
forward to our continued 
work together as we create a 
more robust partnership and 
a more prosperous economic 
future.”

The Texas community 
partners include cities and 
economic development cor-
porations from throughout 
the state. More than 400 
Japanese companies have 
operations in Texas. Japan 
was the state’s sixth-largest 
export destination in 2020, 
with more than $9.8 billion 
in exported goods, including 
organic chemicals, indus-
trial machinery, aircraft and 
spacecraft, fuel and oil.

Deadline extended for Uri 
reimbursement for schools

The deadline for public 
school districts and charter 
schools to seek reimburse-
ment from the state for 
damages caused last year 
by Winter Storm Uri has 
been extended to Feb. 24, 
the Texas Education Agency 

announced. Any district lo-
cated in an area declared a 
disaster after last February’s 
storm can apply for assis-
tance for costs not covered 
by insurance or federal di-
saster relief. 

Schools can receive reim-
bursement for uninsured 
damages to facilities, vehi-
cles and computers. 

TEA has posted two webi-
nars explaining the program 
on YouTube, which can be 
found online at https://ti-
nyurl.com/y76tev3j

Panel to examine Rolling 
Pines wildfire

An independent panel has 
been formed to review the 
circumstances and causes of 
a recent prescribed burn at 
Bastrop State Park that got 
out of control and burned 
more than 800 acres. It 
forced about 250 families 
to temporarily evacuate, al-
though no structures were 
damaged. The panel was 
ordered through the Texas 
A&M Forest Service and in-
cludes wildland fire experts 
from state forestry agencies 
in Florida, Georgia, Oklaho-
ma and South Carolina.

Prescribed burns at Bas-
trop and Buescher state 
parks have been suspended 
until the review is complete 
and recommendations are 
evaluated. 

“We fully support this in-
dependent review and will 
continue working every day 
to earn the public’s trust for 
the continued safe and effec-
tive use of prescribed fire,” 
said Carter Smith, executive 
director of the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department. 
“Prescribed burns are a care-

fully calculated risk but are 
essential in managing many 
of our habitats, landscapes 
and private and public lands 
across Texas, including the 
iconic Lost Pines Forest at 
Bastrop.”

“As a land management 
tool, prescribed fires are im-
portant and help minimize 
the threat and severity of 
major wildfires by reduc-
ing the amount of existing 
and dormant vegetation. If 
left unchecked, the excess 

of leaves and plants would 
fuel a minor situation into a 
major wildfire,” according to 
anews release.

COVID-19 cases down; 
ICU beds nearly full

While the number of new 
COVID-19 cases in Tex-
as during the past week 
dropped to 295,501 — a de-
crease of more than 130,000 
— the state’s intensive care 
unit beds are approaching 
capacity once again. The 
Coronavirus Resource Cen-

ter at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity also reported 1,212 
deaths, up nearly 25% from 
the previous week.

The drop in new cases has 
health officials hopeful the 
omicron variant has peaked. 
Hospitalizations in Texas of 
lab-confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19 dropped slightly to 
12,760, with only 317 avail-
able ICU beds in the entire 
state, according to the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services.

Proposed amendments to Texas Constitution are on May ballot

Commissioners approve 
road & bridge addition

BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Those working for the Coryell County 
road and bridge department will have a 
significant boost in office space once a new 
building is completed.

“They need some office space down 
there, we have allocated money to get them 
some and I think we should,” said Commis-
sioner Kyle Matthews, who said the money 
could be taken from American Recovery 
Program funds.

“It’s $181,000 to add about 2,200 square 
feet of office space, and it can easily be 
done.” He described the current lack of 
space as “frustrating.”

Justin Latham, administrator for the 
county road and bridge department, de-
scribed the need for the additional space.

“To paint a picture for everybody, my of-
fice has all the road and bridge employees 
in it,” he said. “I have to sit in my pickup a 
lot (because of the lack of space).”

“Adding onto it makes it a viable work 
area and is needed,” Matthews said.

Matthews said the commissioners court 
would work with contractors on the pro-
posal.

County Judge Roger Miller said the item 
was not a budgeted expenditure from the 
capital improvements fund.

The addition was approved by a 3-1 
vote by the Coryell County Commission-
ers Court on Jan. 25. Commissioners Mat-
thews, Ray Ashby and Ryan Basham voted 
in favor of the proposal, with Miller voting 
against it because of the identified funding 
source. Commissioner Daren Moore was 
not present at the meeting.

Fort Hood says goodbye & 
hello at command change

Leaders and soldiers from across Fort 
Hood and First Army gathered at Camer-
on Field to say farewell to Maj. Gen. Rich-
ard F. Johnson and welcome Brig. Gen. 
Joseph A. Edwards II during a change of 
command ceremony

U.S. Army Lt. Gen. Antonio A. Aguto, 
First Army commanding general and re-
viewing officer for the ceremony, spoke at 
the event about First Army’s responsibil-
ity for soldier deployments.

“We are responsible for the readiness 
and deployments of 52% of all of the 
Army,” said Aguto. “We are who we train. 
It’s not a PR campaign, but it is in fact a 
true statement to who we are – a Total 
Force composed of active, Guard and Re-
serve soldiers. From the most senior lead-
ers at Rock Island, to the battalion level 
observer, coach, and trainers, we prepare 
soldiers for the rigors of war.”

First Army manages the reality of con-
stant change in assigned soldiers from 
top to bottom of its formation. 

“This command is strategic to this na-
tion’s defense. We mobilized an infantry 
battalion from the Minnesota National 
Guard that was integral to the defense of 
the airfield during the withdrawal from 
Afghanistan,” said Aguto. “As we stand 
here today, we are preparing another 
combat aviation brigade team to go to the 
Middle East, and soon, a brigade combat 
team to join them.”

Aguto complemented Johnson’s leader-
ship.

“This change of command is historic. 
We are switching from the first Army 
National Guard commanding general at 
Division West to the first Army Reserve 
commanding general back-to-back,” said 
Aguto. “Maj. Gen. Johnson, in the past 
year alone, you maintained full operation-
al readiness and oversaw the deployment 
of over 71,000 troops to missions around 
the world –a 21% increase from the year 
prior and have done so during a global 
pandemic.”

January Employee Spotlight

NICOLAS GOMEZ
CNA

Directors of Public Relations/Marketing and Hospital Liaisons:

Susie Meelbusch 254-383-2307 | Chelsae Desormeaux 254-760-6386 

We accept all insurances, Medicare and Medicaid

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass 254-865-7575 
Gatesville, TX 76528 www.hillsideml.com

SHORT TERM AND LONG TERM CARE

M E D I C A L    L O D G E

Nicolas is not only a wonderful employee but an

excellent co-worker as well! He never complains and 

helps wherever needed! He is so tender and loving 

with the residents and they absolutely love him! 

We are so thankful for you, Nicolas!
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Building Supplies
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1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528
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DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Contact Bailey to reserve this space.
254-865-5212

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Lyle Bomar
Sales

254.865.2190 Office
254.216.5999 Mobile

Fax 254.865.9137 

lyle.bomar@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528

FREE ESTIMATES – 254-223-1971

Brian Riddle
Sales Representative

brianriddlerunningmroofing@gmail.com

Commercial • Residential • Claims Specialists

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

The Disabled American 
Veterans, Chapter 74 of 
Gatesville, encourages veter-
ans and disabled veterans to 
join their organization to see 
what the chapter does to help 
veterans and to participate in 
their monthly meetings. The 
DAV meetings are held on the 
first Saturday of each month 
at 12 p.m.

Robert Kazmierczak, the 
Sargent of Arms and the 
Judge Advocate of the post, 
said “We want to veterans to 
know we’re here. Our pur-
pose is to help our veterans.”  
He also added that the DAV 

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

DAV LOOKING FOR VETERANS: The Disabled American Veterans Chapter 74 of Gatesville is located at 
528, State School Road.

DAV invites veterans
is a non-profit organization 
which helps veterans with a 
variety of support – including 
helping veterans pay utility 
bills that they can’t afford to 
pay.

 Kazmierczak added that 
there is an immediate need of 
funding to keep the post op-
erating in order to help those 
veterans who are in need. 
Monetary donations would be 
greatly appreciated.

Nationally, the Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV) is 
an organization that was cre-
ated in 1920 by World War 
I veterans for disabled mili-

tary veterans of the United 
States Armed Forces that 
helps them and their fami-
lies through various means. It 
was issued a federal charter 
by Congress in 1932. It cur-
rently has well over 1 million 
members.

The Disabled American 
Veterans, Chapter 74 of 
Gatesville, is located at 528 
State School Road, 1.6 miles 
from HEB. For more informa-
tion about the DAV, please 
contact Robert Kazmierczak 
at 903-714-4150.

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

Pick up eggs. Milk. Maca-
roni. Bread.

If you don’t jot down a list 
of things you need to find, 
you’ll forget something. Ap-
ples. Light bulbs. Flour. Put-
ting things on paper helps 
you to remember what you 
need and what’s missing. But 
in the new book, “Personal 
Effects” by Robert A. Jensen, 
the pick-up is more person-
al; the items, more heart-
wrenching...

Robert Jensen’s growing-
up years were not what you’d 
“call a normal childhood.” 
His mother suffered from 
mental illness; his father 
treated him as “a secondary 
concern.” It perhaps didn’t 
help that there was no room 
for discussion about Jensen’s 
being a boy “who liked boys 
as much as girls.”

Says Jensen, “I hope you 
never have to see the things 
that I’ve seen...”

He doesn’t say that be-
cause of his personal life, 
though, but because of his 
job: Jensen is an expert in re-
covering human remains and 
personal effects when disas-
ter, accidents, murders and 
battles occur. He says it’s not 
even his “first weird job,” but 
as the Chairman of Kenyon 
International Emergency Ser-
vices, he knows that it’s one 
of the most important.

Jensen, for instance, was 

BOOK REVIEW

This book is for fans of 
the unusual

called to work after the Mur-
rah Building was bombed in 
Oklahoma City. He’s recov-
ered the dead for the U.S. 
government in Somalia; 
helped recovery efforts in 
places such as Haiti, New 
Orleans and New York, and 
he’s worked to resolve what 
happened in devastating 
plane crashes around the 
world. He’s brought back 
the remains of loved ones to 
their grieving families, and 
he’s also been involved in the 
efforts to recover valuable 
cargo for insurance compa-
nies.

“Being prepared for a 
disaster is really not that 
hard,” he says.

Just “don’t prepare for 
the last disaster that just oc-
curred.”

Something bad is going to 
happen to you. If not now, 
tomorrow; if not then, soon. 
Disasters happen, as author 
Robert Jensen indicates, and 
there are things you can do 
to minimize the damage and 
hassle. But getting the infor-
mation you need to do so 
won’t be easy, if you want ad-
vice from “Personal Effects.”

The thing is that this book 
is solid. For fans of the un-
usual, you can’t get any more 
unusual than the story, both 
personal and professional, 
of a guy who searches for 
body parts. Jensen’s tale is 
thrilling, cringe-worthy, and 
heroic; there’s advice and 

little-known minutiae that 
only an insider would know. 
You won’t be able to forget 
the gist of this book.

And yet, man, it’s a rough 
read. “Personal Effects” is 
laden with choppy half-sen-
tences, errant punctuation 
and too much repetition – 
things which are relatively 
common, and forgivable. But 
then there’s the irritatingly 
incorrect homonym usage, 
a maddening assumption of 
readers’ prior knowledge, 
and an extremely unfor-
tunate quotation from a 
grieving mother that really 
could’ve been told better, 
and you’ve got a book that’ll 
make you sigh but not in a 
satisfied way.

For most readers, this will 
be a deal-breaker and that’s 
too bad. “Personal Effects” is 
basically very, very fascinat-
ing, but its errors might not 
make it worth picking up.

“Personal Effects: What 
Recovering the Dead Teaches 
Me about Caring for the Liv-
ing” by Robert A. Jensen

c.2021, St. Martin’s Press 
$28.99 / $38.50 Canada 294 
pages

 COURTESY PHOTO BY 

KARRIE PORTER BOND
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$2,500
SIGN ON BONUS

***FOR A LIMITED TIME – When ALL requirements are met***

BC Materials is currently hiring for 

Class A CDL Drivers 
in the Gatesville / Copperas Cove area

•  Must have a TEXAS Class A CDL License

•  Must be able to drive a Standard Transmission

•  No more than 2 moving violations in the last 3 years

•  Pass a pre-employment “Fit for Work” Physical and   

   a Drug/Alcohol Test

For a more detailed job description and to apply go 

online to www.bigcreekconstruction.com 
Go to the Positions Available Tab, 

go down to #64, then click on Apply Now. 

EOE Minorities and Women are Encouraged to Apply 

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288

Assisted/Independent Living:  **CNA – FT, Days and nights $4,000 FT sign on bonus 
1-year commitment
Coryell Health Medical Clinic: LVN FT M-F 8a to 5p • CCMA FT M-F 8a to 5p • 
Registration Clerk - FT
Coryell Health Medical Clinic - Waco: Patient Registration Clerk - FT
Coryell Health Home Health: RN Case Manager – FT • PCA PRN - for Gatesville, Evant 
and Copperas Cove 
Culinary: Cook or Cook Assistant – FT Food Handlers Certification preferred • Dish 
Washer - FT
EMS:  **Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – FT sign on bonus of $8000 • **EMT B – PRN 
or FT sign on bonus of $4000
Emergency Department:  RN Nurse Manager – FT M-F 8a to 5p • **RN - FT Day 
$20,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment  •  **RN - FT Night Shift $20,000 FT sign 
on bonus 1-year commitment • Admissions Clerk – FT Sun & Mon 7p to 7a/Tue & Wed 
11p to 7a
Laboratory: Medical Lab Tech (MLT) – FT Night Shift, 3p to 3a or Days - Wed. Thur. & 
Fri. • MLT – PT 2nd Shift 3pm to 11pm; occasional Saturday day shift.
Material Management: Housekeeper – FT
Med Surg: **RN Acute Care Nurse Manager FT Days  • **RN House Supervisor - FT 7p 
to 7a $20,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment • RN – PRN Nights • LVN-PRN Nights 
• **CNA–FT Days and Nights $4,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment 
Patient Experience:  LSW – Care Transition Coordinator – PRN
Radiology:  CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological Technologist – PRN • Cath Lab Tech - PRN
Surgery:  **PACU/Cath Lab RN - FT Cardiac Cath Lab experience required-$10,000 Sign 
on bonus 1 year commitment • Cert Central Sterile Tech – PRN • Housekeeper - FT  

      **FULL TIME SIGN ON BONUS OFFERED** 
Benefits Offered:

• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave • Matching 457B investments

• Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances

EOE.

Please go to: www.CoryellHealth.org for summary of posted jobs. 
If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality 

team, apply in person or download an application from the web site.
E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM 
For more info. call Administrator Michael Beasley, 254-865-7575

Nursing Positions are Full Time, 12 Hour Shifts:

• CNA – 6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• Nurse – 6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• PRN Also Available

Other Positions Available:

• Dietary Aide – 1pm - 7:30pm or 6am - 1pm 

• Housekeeping – 6:30am - 2:30pm

• Laundry – Weekend doubles or M-F 6:30am-2:30pm

• Receptionist  – Part Time/Fill in weekends

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

110 Chicktown Rd.

Gatesville, TX  76528
off: (254) 404-2500
fax: (254) 248-6288

RN Unit Manager – FT • RN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and 
Nursing

**LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for Charge Nurse and Nursing $10,000 FT 
sign on bonus 1-year commitment
**CNA/NA: FT – All Shifts $4,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment
**CMA/CNA: FT – All Shifts $4,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year 
commitment. Must be a Certified Medication Aide for Texas and must maintain 
a Certified Nurse Aide for Texas

**Full Time Sign On Bonus Offered

  Benefits Offered:
   Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

   Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.

Please go to our website: www.CoryellHealth.org for summary of posted jobs.

   If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality     

   team; apply in person or download an application from our web site:

E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org                                      EOE

INDIAN 
ARROWHEADS 

WANTED
Point Type: Clovis, Yuma, 

Firstview & Eden

Must be old, authentic & unbroken

Absolute

TOP DOLLAR

Paid

Up to 5 figures for one point.
I am a very serious high-end collector.

Call 979-218-3351

OBITUARIES

JOANN WILKINS 

MITCHELL
Feb. 1, 1931 – Jan. 30, 2022

JoAnn Wilkins Mitchell, 
age 90, of the Harman com-
munity of Coryell County, 
passed away on Sunday, Jan. 
30, 2022, in Gatesville.

Funeral services will be 
held at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 5, 2022, at Scott’s Fu-
neral Home Chapel, with 
Rev. Don McConnaughhay 
officiating. Interment will 
follow at Pidcoke Cemetery. 
Following the graveside ser-
vices, the family will receive 
visitors at Pidcoke Baptist 
Church.

JoAnn was born on Feb. 
1, 1931, in Gatesville, to the 
late E. C. and Genia (Jean) 
Seward Wilkins. She grew up 
in the Ewing and Flat com-
munity and attended school 
in Ewing, Arnett, Gatesville 
and Flat. She worked for 
the District Clerk of Cory-
ell County, Carl McClendon. 
She married Donal Mitchell 
on June 9, 1951, and they 

resided in the Harman com-
munity all of their married 
lives. She was a rancher and 
homemaker and was an avid 
reader, worker of crossword 
puzzles and writer of po-
ems. She was known as the 
“Best Cook and Baker”, by 
her family. She had a keen 
sense of humor and always 
had time for her grand-
daughter’s tea parties. She 
was a member of Pidcoke 
Baptist Church since 1952 
and served as Church Trea-
surer for 60 years. She also 
worked diligently for Our 
Land, Our Lives, an advoca-
cy group that fought to pre-
serve the farm and ranch-
lands of Coryell County, 
from being developed by 
Ft.Hood.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Don Mitch-
ell in 2005, sisters, Patsy 
Baker and Mary Wilkins.

JoAnn is survived by her 
daughters, Genia Baize and 
husband, Mike, Kay Stoldt 
and husband, Michael; 
granddaughters, Laura Man-
ning and husband, Jason, 
Mary Rox and husband, 
Josh; great-grandchildren, 
David Manning, Daniel Man-
ning, Andrew Manning, 
Noah Rox, Ella Rox; broth-
ers, William Wilkins, Robert 
Wilkins, Steve Wilkins; sis-
ters, Lillie Bright, Betty May-
hew and Jenny Lindley.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that memorials 
be made to the Pidcoke Bap-
tist Church Building Fund, 
11125 FM 116, Gatesville, 
TX 76528.

JULIA MAE 

WICKER
June 27, 1924 – Feb. 1, 2022

Julia Mae Wicker, age 97, 
of Gatesville, was called 
home on the morning of 
Feb. 1, 2022.

Funeral services will be 2 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 6, 2022, at 
Scott’s Funeral Home Chapel 
with Bro Lynn Turnbow of-
ficiating. Visitation with the 
family will be one hour prior 
to the service at the funeral 
home. The family will hold 
a private burial at Ater Cem-
etery.

Julia was born in Coryell 
County to the late Jess S. 
Snider and Gertrude Lorene 

Manos Snider. She grew 
up and attended school in 
Jonesboro and Ireland and 
graduated from Ireland 
with the class of 1941. Julia 
cooked at the Texas Youth 
Council and later became 
a secretary aid where she 
continued to work until she 
retired in 1975. She liked to 
play games of dominoes, es-
pecially 84. Julia also loved 
crafts such as painting and 
sewing.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband of 26 years, 
Barney Lee Ray and later in 
life married Jack Wicker who 
also preceded her in death. 
She was also preceded in 
death by her grandson Mi-
chael Lee Clemons. Julia also 
was preceded in death by 
her 2 sisters and 5 brothers.

Julia is survived by her 
son, Delvin King and wife, 
Martha King; daughters, 
Judy Young and husband, 
David Young, Gail Robles 
and husband, Joe Robles, 
Janice Sheffield and hus-
band, Dr. J.D. Sheffield; 
eleven grandchildren, 
twenty great-grandchildren, 
eleven great, great-grand-
children; and by her brother, 
J H Snider and wife, Danny 
Snider; also many nieces and 
nephews.

CHARLENE 

KIRKLAND
April 1, 1941 – Jan. 27, 2022

Charlene Kirkland, age 
80, passed away on Jan. 27, 
2022, surrounded by family. 
A memorial service will be 
held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 5, 2022, at The Barn 
Church in Hamilton.

Charlene was born on 
April 1, 1941, to Alvie and 
Audrey Andrews. She dedi-
cated her life to her family. 
One of 16 children, Char-
lene spent many years tak-
ing care of her brothers and 
sisters. She married the love 
of her life, Paul Kirkland, 
on Sept. 13, 1958. One year 
later they welcomed their 
first son, Alan, and complet-
ed their family in 1962 with 
the birth of Mike. Charlene 
adored her children, grand-
children and great grand-
children and never hesitated 
to let them know they were 
loved.

Charlene spent 40 years 
working for Coryell Memo-
rial Healthcare. She retired 
as the director of materials 
management, but worked 
in many areas including: 
housekeeping, purchasing, 
communications, mainte-
nance, ambulance service, 
building projects and acting 
director for other depart-
ments. Above all else, she 
served as a leader and men-
tor for the organization.

To know her was to love 
her. She will forever be 
missed by all who knew her.

She is survived by daugh-
ter-in-law, Beverly Kirkland; 
grandchildren, Marla and 
Justin Bailey, Jessica and 
Andrew Quezada, Ryan 
and Taylor Kirkland, and 
Justin Kirkland; seven sib-
lings, Clara Lancaster, Corky 
Cathey, Mary Brumbalow, 
Naomi Weems, Esther Miloy, 
Brenda Edwards, and Ken-
neth Andrews; and nine 
great-grandchildren, Hanna, 
Jayden, Taryn, Lynlee, Jayce, 
Wyatt, Bryce, Ila, and Oren 
along with many other rela-
tives.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Alvie and 
Audrey Andrews, husband, 
Paul Kirkland, and sons, 
Alan and Mike Kirkland 
and eight siblings: Eddie 
Andrews, Dalton Andrews, 
Doris Donald, Bert Andrews, 
Ruth Jones, Audrey Meade, 
Marvin Andrews and Ber-
nard Andrews.

In lieu of flowers please 
make donations to The Barn 
Church in Hamilton.

TROY KENNETH 

JOHNSON
July 3, 1943 – Jan. 26, 2022

Troy Kenneth Johnson, age 
78, of Austin and Gatesville, 
passed away Jan. 26, 2022. 
He was a big man with a big 
heart that finally failed him.

Graveside services with 
military honors will be held 
at 3 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 19, 
2022, at Restland Cemetery 
in Gatesville, followed by 
an outdoor gathering at the 
Lightning J Ranch. Celebra-
tion of Life Services will be 
held at 3 p.m. Sunday, March 
27, 2022, at Westlake Hills 
Presbyterian Church in Aus-
tin.

Troy was born July 3, 1943, 
in Austin, the eldest child of 
the late Lee Roy and Jo Fuchs 
Johnson. He moved with 
his family to Gatesville as a 
young boy. As firstborn, he 
pulled his weight on the fam-
ily farm — plowing, fixing 
fences, hauling hay — while 
also keeping up with a paper 
route and doing odd jobs 
for neighbors. He was smart, 
stubborn, and independent. 
Troy was a 1961 graduate of 
Gatesville High School, where 
he met his high school sweet-
heart, the love of his life, Pat 
Quicksall; they married on 
April 11, 1964. He attended 
Texas A&M, was a member of 
the Corps of Cadets, earned 
a master’s in business, and 
proudly wore his class of 
‘65 Aggie ring until the day 
he died. In 1966, he enlisted 
in the Texas Army National 
Guard, served 26 years as 
an ordinance officer, and 
retired as lieutenant colonel 
from the 111th Area Support 
Group in Austin. After work-
ing in manufacturing opera-
tions at several locations and 
settling with his wife and 
family in Austin, he retired as 
Vice President of Operations 
for Weed Instrument. He 
worshiped at Central Presby-
terian Church in early years 
and moved to Westlake Hills 
Presbyterian Church after his 
children were grown.

Troy was a man of few 
words, but when he spoke, 
people listened. He was a 

gifted teacher and an epic 
storyteller. He showed his 
love to his children through 
actions and was very in-
volved in their school and 
church activities. He used his 
amazing carpentry skills to 
design lighting and sets for 
dance performances, church 
musicals, and a science cen-
ter for his wife Pat’s students 
at Becker Elementary. He 
built elaborate Halloween 
displays, an epic backyard 
playhouse, deck and land-
scaping, and filled his home 
with arrays of his son’s art-
work. He was always in the 
middle of remodeling some-
thing in his Austin home or 
Gatesville ranch. Troy was 
a mechanical genius, and 
his family thought he could 
fix or build anything, which 
he frequently did. He hated 
sand but loved the ocean and 
spent many summer vaca-
tions in Port Aransas. He and 
Pat developed a program to 
take Becker Elementary kids 
and families to visit the coast 
and learn about the wonders 
of the ocean. Troy and Pat 
loved to travel coast to coast 
in his big red Dodge Ram du-
ally and 40ft 5th wheel and 
visit their many grandchil-
dren. He enjoyed hosting 
family reunions, playing 42, 
and giving Jeep or Humvee 
rides out at the ranch. He 
volunteered in many capaci-
ties at Westlake Hills Pres-
byterian Church: started a 
job search group, served as 
deacon, volunteered with 
The Gathering and Manos 
de Cristo, Tuesday Morn-
ing Men’s Group, Third Well 
Bible study group, and the 
safety committee. Troy al-
ways had a cowboy hat on his 
head, boots on his feet, and a 
quick-witted comment at the 
ready. He was larger than life 
in so many ways. Until the 
day he left us, he was “Abso-
lutely Fabulous.”

Troy is survived by his 
wife, Pat; daughters, Tami 
Blais and husband, Bob, Teri 
Miller and husband, Kevin; 
son, Travis Johnson and 
wife, Melissa; brother, Roy 
Johnson and wife, Jan; sister, 
Perry Cowen and husband, 
Carl. He was blessed with 18 
grandchildren who were the 
light of his life.

Troy faithfully donated to 
Westlake Hills Presbyterian 
Church, the Texas A&M As-
sociation of Former Students 
and Manos de Cristo. He 
cared deeply about land pres-
ervation. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider a donation 
to one of these organizations 
or an organization of your 
choice that would honor him.
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VETERANS MEETINGS

First Saturday of Each Month

12:00 Noon

528 State School Road

Gatesville, Texas

We are a non-profit 
organization made 
up of veterans who 
help other veterans

Robert Kazmierczak
Chapter 74 Sergeant at Arms

Leave message: 903-714-4150

Come meet your new 

best friend!

FOR INFO: 254-865-2226

We have many loving dogs who 

need a family to love them back.

The Gatesville High School 
recently release the A and 
A/B Honor Roll for Semester 
1, Cycle 2. Students quali-
fying to be included on the 
honor roll include:

9th Grade

A HONOR ROLL

Hannah Bartlett, Romi 
Bomar, Jeret Burks, Kyle 
Casey, Dillon Daniels, John 
Davidson, Ryleigh Eaton, 
Reagan Fitts, Kasey Fitzer, 
Katherine Hopson, Alexander 
Johnson, Emily Kelly, Elaina 
Knobloch, Caleb Mannix, Trae 
Miller, Emilie Moore, Dutch 
Nielsen, Gabriel Pollard, Lucy 
Pritchett, Ian Rainer, Liam 
Shoaf, Callie Smith, Cameron 
Thompson, Ricardo Villa-
grana, Mariah Votruba, Anna 
White

A/B HONOR ROLL

Taylor Alderman, Brian-
na Allen, Aeriale Appleton, 
Jack Armstrong, Bo Ayers, 
Logan Biggs, Roland Bowen, 
Mason Brizendine, Destiny 
Campbell, Grace Carothers, 
Rosa Castillo, Teagan Comer, 
Carvin Coppersmith, Bradley 
Crozier, MaKenzie Darragh, 
Jayden Davenport, James 
Dickerson, Jackson Erwin, 
Kallie Featherston, Kloye 
Feldman, Kinlee Gardner, 
Raylee Glover, Dylan Grana-
dos, Garrett Griffith, Madi-
son Hester, Trent Hickman, 
Kelsey Hoisington, Lilyana 
Hugghins, Clayton Jones, 
Keira Jones, Sara Kiphen, 
Jahaziel Martinez, Vania 
Martinez-Jaramillo, Jose 
Medrano, Avery Meelbusch, 
Brayden Mills, Logan Morgan, 
Hayden Mullins, Dana Myers, 
Jeny Dionz Obeda, Malachi 
Olvera, Andrea Ortiz Saenz, 
Allyson Penrod, Laura Perez, 
Roman Perez, Brianna Petrie, 
Danny Rodriguez, Keira Ruiz, 
Paige Marie Sentillas, Jaycee 
Shelton, Yeri Solano, Avery 
Streetman, Hunter Swindall, 
Addison Taylor, Luis Valen-
cia, Myia Walpole, Memphis 
Wells, Zayla Wisehart, Ad-
dison Woods, Royce Wright, 
Alaynah Wrisk

10th Grade

A HONOR ROLL

Riley Aaron, Barrett Boyd, 
Kale Branum, Max Carpenter, 
Wyatt Dunbar, Natalie Fast, 
Zoee Gribble, Carsyn Modis-
ett, Jasmine Olivar, Bethany 
Penrod, Mikenna Reeves, 

Noah Smith, Olivia Walker
A/B HONOR ROLL

Tommy Aaron, Sean Agui-
lar, William Allman, Juan Al-
mendariz, Hadleigh Ament, 
Alondra Arias, Elizabeth 
Bales, Blake Barnes, Char-
lee Barron, Caden Brister, 
Christine Brown, Cory Burns, 
Lilyana Carrillo, Kendal 
Clarke, Cayleigh Coursey, 
Taylor Coward, Nathan El-
liott, Karma Germain, Jaynee 
Green, Danelle Gutierrez, 
Jimmy Hall, Isabell Hamilton, 
Hayden Heck, Brooke Herry, 
Rachel Holden, Jose Jacinto, 
Justin Johnson, Easton Kee-
ney, Ellie Kelley, Gracie Key, 
Anna Laskowski, Chase Lee, 
Matti Mann, Hannah Martin, 
Vesta McMasters, Lawson 
Mooney, Maximilian Moore, 
Jaiden Muff, Jacob Nagel, 
Anna Phillips, Andi Pitrucha, 
Vanessa Robledo, Jaeda Ro-
driguez, Xzavier Rodriguez, 
Lillianna Romero, David Sims, 
Raylie Snively, Charlie Som-
merfeld, Layton Stone, Elara 
Sumrall, Yodfah Sun, Michael 
Tawater, Tatum Tyler, Bralen 
Veazey, Harlie Wedding, 
Hannah Williford, Ashley Yu-
chasz

11th Grade

A HONOR ROLL

Payton Armstrong, Lena 
Clawson, William Crozier, 
Lindsey Cummings, Rosalee 
Dilly, Slone Early, Rachel Gar-
rett, Brenden Gohlke, Kason 
Herbelin, Benjamin Mabry, 
Khloe Mathews, John Meharg, 
Laura Mitchell, Kallyn More-
land, Maria Olvera Rodriguez, 
Ty Warren, Carter Williams

A/B HONOR ROLL

Thiele Alvarado, Jacy Ar-
chie, Conner Ayres, Lola Bar-
ron, Charlize Breitinger, Ko-
rbin Brown, Brady Carothers, 
Joshua Coalston, Elena Con-
treras, Kylie Cox, Cody Dot-
son, Payton Dowling, Preslea 
Edmond, James Erwin, Jer-
emy Featherston, Ariel Find-
ley, Chesnea Ford, Cheyenne 
Gerber, Evalyn Gregory, Ka-
leigh Haywood, Sara Hernan-
dez, Chancie Hicks, Mariana 
Hughes, Kagen Hunt, McKen-
zie Jaynes, Madison Johnson, 
Nathaniel Johnson, Tykel 
Johnson, Wyatt Lea, Alianna 
Longoria, David Manear, Car-
lo Martinez-Jaramillo, Jade 
Mazey, Emily Moffett, Mason 
Mooney, Aydan Necessary, 
Tiffany Newman, Cayla Par-

rish, Grace Penrod, Dawson 
Poliquin, Kennedy Preciado, 
Natalie Retana, Mattison Rob-
inette, Jose Silva Hernandez, 
Trevor Smith, Kaitlin Stu-
ard, Hollianna Tassin, Tatum 
Taylor, Jordan Underwood, 
Giulia Ursini, Nathan West, 
Ryan Wilson, Addison Wolff, 
Jordyn Wood, Jacob Ybarra, 
Eric Yean, Yazmine Zavala

12th Grade

A HONOR ROLL

Matthew Arrington, Samuel 
Belt, Ciera Billingsley, Olivia 
Brownlee, Brett Byler, Adeline 
Carpenter, Rachel Conner, 
Peyton Dooley, Hazlee Ed-
wards, Cheyenne Garcia, Kin-
sey Gardner, Jaiden Gomez, 
Tyler Hutts, Jozy Jackson, 
Pamela Johnson, Scout Key, 
Hailey Luensmann, Kaitlynn 
Merritt, Anna Mitchell, Alyssa 
Molina, Shandiin Monroe, 
Tina Moran, Allison Pearce, 
Jorja Penny, Nolee Pickles, 
Lexi Poston, Georgia Rog-
ers, Jessi Salas, Sarah Saun-
ders, Ryan Smiley, Brenon 
Smith, Baylee Snoddy, Harlee 
Snoddy, Juleeva Sun, Cooper 
Sutton, Tyler Sutton, Stormy 
Tatum, Riann Tippit

A/B HONOR ROLL

Parker Allman, Jacob Baker, 
Megan Barcroft, Michael 
Beard, Dakota Benton, Jacob 
Briede, Carson Brizendine, 
Mikala Bryson, Ella Burns, 
Joao Francisco Cerqueira 
Lima Chaves, Bradyn Culley, 
Ryan Darby, Hailey Deemer, 
Clara De La Torre, Zane Diaz 
Brown, Calista Downey, Lo-
gan Edwards, McKenzie Feld-
man, Zane Foster, Mathew 
Gomez, Jimmy Hall, Kay-
lee Hamilton, Evan Hanson, 
Lacie Herry, Michaela High, 
Brodie Hugghins, Grant Jef-
fers, Brooke Johnson, David 
Kennon, Jordon Kinkade, Luis 
Macias Ayala, Angela Mata, 
Cayden Mata, William Mc-
Cloud, Nicole McGinn, Megan 
Christine Medley, Paige Mon-
roe, Hayden Mooney, Garrett 
Morgan, Camden Morra, Bre-
anna Okruch-Montgomery, 
Evonna Pitrucha, Lyndi Poyn-
ter, Kalli Robinette, Shaylie 
Smart, Bella Smith, Sophia 
Solano, Shyanne Stovall, Jesse 
Strange, Zachary Swindall, 
Natasha Thoms, Cera 
Touchet, Milton Walters, Eric 
Wise, Brendan Wrisk, Dayne 
Zacha

Gatesville High School releases 
A and A/B honor roll

Oglesby Independent 
School District recently re-
leased their A and A/B honor 
rolls for the 2nd 9 weeks 
grading period. Students 
qualifying for the honor roll 
include:

A HONOR ROLL

1st grade

Maddie Chapman, Peyton 
Coleman, Ariel Crell, Kinzlee 
Gray, Braxton Herry, Thomas 
Riley, Kimberly Uribe

2nd grade

Bentley Goff, Alexandria 
Thompson

3rd grade

Brook Hamilton, Joe Ham-
ilton, Rainie Owens, Gracie 
Thompson

4th grade

Ali Chrisner, Abigail Insall, 
Hunter Insall

5th grade

Scarlet Aaron, Gracie Rus-
sell

6th grade

Holdyn Goff
7th grade

Caitlyn Battreal, Sydney 
Felan, Jaxon Markum, Allis-
son Uribe

8th grade

Andrea Licea, Taetym 
Sanders

9th grade

Victoria Cardenas, Drake 
LeBlanc

10th grade

Matti Dixon, Charolette 
Ritchie

11th grade

Aiden Gomez
12th grade

Summer Newman, Nataly 
Salas

A/B HONOR ROLL

1st grade

McKynzlynn Brand, 
Caymbri Fisher, Briley Mar-
tinez

2nd grade

Harleigh Alambar, Calvin 
Cooper, Abram Gomez, Ca-
den Henderson, Judd Wul-
fkuhle

3rd grade

Slayton Fisher, Bradley 
Garrett, Jasmine Gonzalez, 
AJ Martin, Barrett Miller, 
McKayla Regan, Peyton 
Shcu, Fernando Uribe

4th grade

Liam Ammerman, Perla 
Coco, Jacob DeLaTorre, 
Adelyn Gomez, Avery Lib-

Oglesby ISD announces honor 
roll for second grading period

eratore, Adilynn Margoitta, 
Brody Martinez, Keelyn Riley

5th grade

Anthony Silva Ramirez, 
Alisyn Smith

6th grade

Jayce Aaron, Couper Wul-
fkuhle

7th grade

Kayson Campbell, Alisa 
Contreras, Autumn Meyers, 
Kelsey Ritchie, Presley Rob-
inson, Zarah Wisehart

8th grade

Gracie Reed, Maddison 
Russell, Jordan Smith, Kay-
lee Stanford

9th grade

Alexah Battreal, Kyler 
Fossett, Marlee Henderson, 
Roselyn Ritchie, Grace Sherill

10th grade

Paydan Bagley, Aiden 
Deskins, Addie Hamilton, 
Hunter Walter

11th grade

Alyssa Castillo, Lacie Luck-
ie, Hailey Meyers

12th grade

Lizette Castillo, Matthew 
Castillo, Kaylee Garcia, Ron-
aldo Gonzales

The 2022 Oglesby 
Rattlesnake Roundup will 
take place on Saturday 
and Sunday, Feb. 26-27, at 
the Oglesby Community 
Center. Snake demonstra-
tions will be held on Sat-
urday at 10 a.m., 12 p.m., 
2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Demon-
strations will be held on 
Sunday at 12 p.m., 2 p.m., 
and 4 p.m. Jackie Bibby, 
“The Texas Snake Man,” 
will be demonstrating 
with snakes and inform-
ing those attending what 
to do if they encounter a 
snake.

The Roundup will be fun 
for all ages with BBQ, mu-
sic, carnival rides and arts 
and crafts. There will also 
be pony rides along with 
train and wagon rides. 

Oglesby is located 
between McGregor and 

Gatesville just off Highway 
84. All proceeds from the 
Roundup will benefit local 

programs supported by the 
Oglesby Lions Club. 

Rattlesnake Roundup 
returns to Oglesby

STAFF PHOTO
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IsIsland Sunland Sun

Come in today to get a

SWEET TANSWEET TAN
for Valentine’s Day!

Walk-Ins Welcome!

$10 VersaSpa Spray Tan
ends Feb. 15th

Johnny Lynch  •  254-865-9992
2324 S. Hwy. 36, Ste. E  •  Gatesville, TX 76528

Cool & 

Controlled 

Tanning

Haynes Jewelry
103-C Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX, (254) 865-6131

30% Off Entire Store*

All You Need Is Love,
Diamonds & Candles!

*Excludes repairs

The Exchange Club of 
Gatesville will be hosting the 
24th annual Taste of Gates-
ville and Chili Cook-Off 
on Tuesday, Feb. 15 at the 
Gatesville Civic Center from 
5:30 p.m. until 8 p.m.

The purpose of the Ex-
change Club is to provide 
local and area residents and 
vendors a place to market 
their best food products for 
the public to taste. This year, 
the Chili Cook-Off will be in-
vitational.

The Exchange Club hopes 
that this event will broaden 
markets while helping them 

Marriage licenses filed dur-
ing January of 2022 in the 
Coryell County Clerk’s office 
include:

Daniel Keefer Boatright 
and Jennifer Renee Wilkin-
son, Dustin Kirk Bruner 
and Megan Elizabeth Kyk-
er, Joshua Dale Evetts and 
Riley Teryn Latham, Kuint-
real Dwan Greer and Chas-
ity Dena Magann, Ronald 
Douglas Grubb and Deelva 
Sue Edwards, Richard Ber-
nardo Harris and Khadijah 
Lavonne Reynolds, Demond 
Leon Tyrelle Johnson and 
Dela Ruth Nicole Wallace, 
Kraig David Latimer and Cara 
Elise McLeod, Michael Russell 
and Roxanne VanBrown, Cal-
vin Dwayne Vernon, Sr. and 
Tushanna Pleasette Gamble.

BARBARA HOPSON

Mrs. Beverly Pardue Jones, former resi-
dent of the Mound Community, died Sunday 
Jan. 23, 2022. Graveside services were held 
Thursday at Rose Lawn Memorial Park in 
Van Vieck, Texas. Mrs. Jones is the mother of 
Philip Jones and wife, Hollie, of Georgetown, 
David Jones and wife, Dianne, of Gatesville. 
She was the grandmother of many grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

Mr. Troy Johnson of Austin died Tuesday 
Jan. 25, 2022. Funeral services are pending. 
Mr. Johnson was the brother-in-law of Mrs. 
Eric (Liz) McCorkle of Mound.

Several people of Mound attended the 
Gatesville Chamber of Commerce Member-
ship Banquet at the Texas Station Event Cen-
ter in Gatesville Saturday evening. This year’s 
Business of the Year 2022 was Mrs. Sara Jo 
(Dixon) Poynter, Haute and Gaudy.

Matti Mann was honored with a surprise 
16th birthday party Saturday Jan. 22nd and 
then Sunday Jan. 29th had another small 
family birthday party given by her parents, 
Will and Jennifer Mann.

Emma Blakley was home for the weekend 
to play in the Hornet Softball Alumni Game.

Carolyn Blakley, Jerry and Brenda Helms 
went to dinner in Waco Friday evening.

Caymbri Fisher participated in the Dal-
las Cowboys cheerleaders National Cheer 
competition Saturday at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington.

On March 5, 2022, C.A.F.E., 
the Christian Adult Fellow-
ship Events group will be 
leaving at 10 a.m. to drive to 
Marble Falls to eat lunch at 
the Bluebonnet Café, which is 
noted for their pies.

After lunch, the group will 
travel to Burnet where they 
will go on the Vanishing River 
Cruise on Lake Buchanan at 
2:30 p.m. Cost for the cruise 

Taste of Gatesville

scheduled for Feb. 15
provide over $12,000 for 
community service projects 
and scholarships.

There will be door prizes, 
food samples and a silent 
auction which will include a 
Jon Brown courthouse print, 
a three-night stay on the riv-
erwalk in San Antonio, and a 
fishing trip to Lake Belton. 

Participants are asked 
to bring signs so that tast-
ers will know who they are 
– business cards, flyers, 
coupons, and menus are 
welcome, but no bags. Par-
ticipants are asked to have 
samples for 300 or more. 

Take-outs will not be al-
lowed.

 Tickets for the event will 
be $9 in advance and $10 at 
the door. Tickets are avail-
able at Educator’s Credit 
Union, Extraco Bank, First 
National Bank, The Gates-
ville Messenger, and Ban-
corpSouth.

All proceeds are used for 
community service projects. 
For more information about 
the Taste of Gatesville and 
Chili Cook-Off, please con-
tact JoAnn Sugg at 254-493-
7938 or Nate Busch at 254-
702-3099.

Slayton Fisher played in the third and 
fourth grade little dribblers basketball 
game on Saturday.

Blayze Fisher played in the fifth and sixth 
grade little dribblers basketball game Sat-
urday.

Brodie Fisher played basketball against 
Mount Calm. Blayze and Slayton Fisher, Jen-
nifer Miller and Debbie Piller went to watch 
him.

Debbie Piller enjoyed having Blayze and 
Slayton Fisher this weekend. They went out 
to dinner and lunch and enjoyed lots of 
time together.

Mound News

Caymbri Fisher participated in 
the Dallas Cowboys cheerleaders     
National Cheer competition

Barbara Hopson

Marriage 
licenses 
filed in       
Coryell 
County 
January

To the editor:
As a concerned citizen and landowner in the Mound community, I would like to ex-

press my sincere gratitude to all the firemen from all areas who came and put out the 
housefire at the edge of my property, who did a wonderful job. I was very concerned 
about the dangers involved. 

We citizens are privileged to have brave servants who give their time (without pay) 
to such services. I appreciate them.

Sarah Harris
Mound

Landowner thanks firemen 
for saving property

CAFÉ members to go on cruise

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

Get your message HEARD!

The DISPATCH

BAIL BONDS
A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Jan. 30

1:25 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 4000 
block of E. Hwy. 84.

2:31 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2500 
block of E. Main Street.

9:29 a.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 100 block 
of FM 116.

2:44 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 700 block 
of Bluestem.

4:04 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1300 
block of Mills Street.

8:03 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Surrey Lane.
Jan. 31

12:47 a.m., a missing per-
son was reported in the 200 
block of N. 8th Street.

7:14 a.m., criminal trespass 
was reported in the 2500 
block of Business Hwy. 36.

10:37 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 200 
block Twin Creeks Drive.

11:41 a.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 7000 
block of FM 107.

12:00 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2300 block of 
Bridge Street.

3:42 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Chicktown Road.

7:11 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 100 
block of E. Leon Street.
Feb. 1

1:35 a.m., suspicious activ-

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of 
January 30 – February 1.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of 
more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 
9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sher-
iff’s office at 865-7201.

ity was reported in the 600 
block of S. 14th Street.

5:38 a.m., a hazmat spill 
was reported in the 2800 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.

9:55 a.m., a gas leak was re-
ported in the 500 block of N. 
12th Street.

10:23 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1200 block of 
E. Main Street.

7:58 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 4500 
block of FM 1829.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Jan. 30

1:29 a.m. a reckless driver 
was reported on E. Hwy. 84 
past Apache Drive.

9:22 a.m., a major accident 
was reported on FM 116 be-
tween CR 143 and CR 150.

11:05 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported on the 
square in Evant.

3:52 p.m., shots being fired 
was reported in the 500 block 
of Dusty Lane.

5:31 p.m., a major accident 

was reported on Hwy. 84 at 
Brooks Drive.

9:13 p.m., an abandoned 
vehicle was reported in the 
5600 block of FM 183 East.

9:24 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported ion FM 3046.
Jan. 31

8:37 a.m., identity theft was 
reported in the 1400 block of 
PR 1002.

9:29 a.m., an attempted 
break in was reported in the 
2800 block of Willow Loop.

10:44 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 200 
block of Twin Creeks Drive.

11:54 a.m., debris in the 
roadway was reported on FM 
116.

12:00 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1000 block of 
Lutheran Church Road.

3:34 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 500 block of E. 
Leon Street.
Feb. 1

6:26 a.m., suspicious per-
sons were reported on Co-
manche Drive off Hwy. 84.

2:52 p.m., missing livestock 
was reported in the 4500 
block of CR 137.

3:02 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2400 block of 
CR 137.

4:14 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 2900 
block of Poplar.

5:18 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
100 block of Harrell Drive.

7:52 p.m., a civil matter was 
reported in the 3100 block of 
N. FM 116.

and transportation will be 
$40. The meal will be self-
pay.

Due to the cruise asking 
for one-third of the payment 
early, the group would ask 
that, if possible, for everyone 
to pay by Feb. 10. The remain-
ing amount is required near 
the end of the month.

To make a payment or for 
more information, call Ruth 

Jones at 254-865-2112 or 
the First United Methodist 
Church at 254-865-2520.

If you find that you can-
not go, please either sell 
your ticket or give it to 
someone else. There will 
not be any refunds after 
the deadline of Feb. 10. 
Money cannot be trans-
ferred to another trip if 
you are unable to attend.
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GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Haynes Jewelry
             Serving Gatesville Since 1971

            Watch & Jewelry Repair
            Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North  •  865-6131

106 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville • 254-248-3000

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926
TPCL 13187

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

Sales & Service
Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main 865-8491

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

BAPTIST

 BETHEL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH: Hemmeline 
Cemetery Rd.; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m.
 BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH: Elder, 
Hugh Montgomery, pastor; Peabody community 5 miles 
south of Pearl on FM 1690; Sunday services - Morning 
worship 4th Sunday each month at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.
 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Steven L. Bogan, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 and FM 116; Sunday services - Bible 
study 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
6:30 p.m.
 COLD SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH: Bob Phillips, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 5:30 p.m.
 EASTWOOD BAPTIST CHU RCH: Lynn Parks, 
pastor; 2518 East Main; Sunday services - Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m.; Wednesday 
evening services, 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF EVANT: Andrew 
Newton, pastor; Live Oak Street and Memory Lane; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FLAT: Sunday School 
9 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; Wednesday Prayer 
& Bible Study 7 p.m.; Wednesday Youth Group & Kid 
Knights 7 p.m.; Wednesday Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GATES VILLE: Mark 
Rich, Pastor; 912 E. Main Street; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:45 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OGLESBY: Jeremy 
Sanders, pastor; Sunday services - Bible study 9:45 a.m., 
morning worship 10:50 a.m.
 GATEWAY BAPTIST CHUR CH: Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; Hwy. 36 East; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 1:30 
p.m.; Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.
  HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH:  A.C. Painter, 
pastor; 1750 FM 215; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening worship 6:30 p.m.
 HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH:  3110 Hay Valley 
Road, off Hwy 36 North.  Sunday morning services – 
Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 am.  AWANA 
children’s ministry Sunday evening 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  Bible 
Study for men and women on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
 JONESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH: Matt Dossey, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 10:50 a.m.
 KING BAPTIST CHURCH: Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
 LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH: Royse T. Cockrell, 
DMin., Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & HWY 36 in Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Morning Service 11:00 a.m., 
Second Service 1:00 p.m., Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
 LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Ken Laney, 
pastor; FM 107; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:15 
a.m., morning worship 10:30 a.m., Wed. evening Adult, 
Youth and Children’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
 MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHUR CH: Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  
pastor; Hwy. 84 East in South Mountain community; Sun-
day services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday.
 OSAGE BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Thomas, pastor; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m.

 PEARL BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PECAN GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 P I D C O K E  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H :  D o n a l d 
McConnaughhay, pastor; 11125 FM 116, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., worship service 
11 a.m. www.pidcokebaptist.com
 PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Post, 
Pastor; CR 301, Jonesboro, TX; Sunday school at 10 a.m. 
and Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
 PRIMERO IGLESIA EMANUEL: One mile north of 
Evant on Hwy. 281; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PURMELA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 SWEET HOME BAPTIST CHURCH: 511 North 14th; 
Sunday services - Sunday morning worship 10 a.m., 
church school 5 p.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
      SPANISH BAPTIST  CHURCH:  Ezequiel Casas, 
pastor; 113  Veazy Dr.; Sunday Services; Sunday School 
10:00 a.m., worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6:00 p.m.
 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH: Tim Crosby, pastor; 
1506 West Main; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:30 
a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m. Wednesday Services 
- Prayer Meeting/Youth Ministry 6:00 p.m., TBC Kids at 6 
p.m. Email: trinitybctx@centurylink.net. Church: 254-865-
8495 or Pre-school: 254-248-0041.
 TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH: Jon Crosby, 
Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday night Bible study, 6 p.m.    
 WESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH: Interim Pastor: 
Eddie Taylor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday School  10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m.
  WHITE HALL BAPTIST CHURCH: Mike Barron, 
pastor; 2040 CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday school at 10 a.m.; 
Sunday morning worship services 11 a.m.; 254-679-3200. 
  WHITE MOUND BAPTIST CHURCH / MOUND COW-
BOY CHURCH (meet at 9:30 a.m.): Bruce Cox, pastor; 
Sun. services - Sun. School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m. For more info., call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC

 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 1108 W. Main; Sunday Mass 
9:30 a.m. (English) & 12:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass), 
Weekday Mass Tuesday through Friday at 12:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

 CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Deral 
McWhorter, minister; Osage Road and Cedar Ridge Drive; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10 a.m., evening 
worship 6 p.m.
 EVANT CHURCH OF CHRIST: Will Vann, Preacher; 
Sunday services-Bible Study 9:30 a.m., morning worship 
10:20 a.m., evening worship 12:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m.
 FORT GATES CHURCH OF CHRIST: Hwy. 36 S.; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10:30 a.m. 
 GATESVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Justin Hall, 
minister; 2417 E Main; Sunday Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
morning service 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Bible classes 
6:30 p.m.
 LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO: 2413 East Main; clases y 
servicios en Español, 10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m., Solamente 

en domingos.
 MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 1955 CR 3640, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522; Sunday 9:30 a.m. Bible Study, 
10:30 a.m. Worship; Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. Bible Study; 
Royce 512-734-5390 or Steve 254-865-3559.
 PEARL CHURCH OF CHRIST: Sunday services - 
morning worship 10:30 a.m.
 CHURCH OF GOD

 CORNERSTONE,  Greg Demmitt, pastor; 338 State 
School Road; Sunday services - morning worship 11 a.m. 
www.facebook.com/pages/cornerstone/140632994733

EVANGELICAL METHODIST

 REFUGE-MINISTRIES PURMELA CHURCH 
CAMPUS: Josh Morrison, Campus Pastor; 115 FM 183, 
Purmela, Texas, 10:45 a.m. Sunday worship, 512-425-
2828. 

LUTHERAN

 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH: David Reedy, 
International Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran Church Rd. in 
Copperas Cove; Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m.; 
Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. Christopher 
Richman, PhD; FM 929 in Coryell City; Sunday services 
- Morning worship 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. John 
Heckmann, pastor; Hwy. 36 and FM 1114 in The Grove; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., worship 10:15 
a.m.

METHODIST

 BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - 11 am. 2nd & 4th Sundays. 2 miles north of 
Ireland on FM 932
 EVANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., 
morning worship 10 a.m.
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
GATESVILLE: 2600 E. Main St.; Stephen Schmidt, 
pastor; Sunday worship - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY WORD: Meal at 5:30 
p.m. $3; youth, Children and Adult Bible Studies at 6:00 
p.m. AA meets Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. Visit us at fumcgatesville.org for more information.
 JONESBORO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 101 
CR 193; Rita Hotz, Pastor; Sunday services - 11 a.m.,  
each 1st and 3rd Sunday.
 OGLESBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - morning worship 9:45 a.m., Sunday School 
10:45 a.m.
 PIDCOKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Bill 
Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 116; Worship service Sundays at 10 
a.m. 254-677-6242.

MORMON

 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS: 206 South 26th; Sunday services -Sacrament 
services 10  a.m., Sun. School 10 a.m

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

 CHRISTIAN LIFE CHURCH: Frank Rosenstern, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday services, 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7:00 p.m. 
 CORYELL COMMUNITY CHURCH: Daniel Crowther, 
Pastor; 115 N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 248-0849. Sunday 
Worship services  9am & 10:30 a.m. Wednesday services 
6pm; Adult Bible Study, Children’s Ministry and C3 Student 
Ministry.
 CORYELL FELLOWSHIP CHURCH: Doran Belknap 
III, Pastor; Sunday service 11:00 a.m., 8205 FM 182 in 

Turnersville; (254) 218-5901.
 COVER2COVER MINISTRIES: Pastor: Rev. Brandy 
Spiker, Sunday morning service 10 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. 1409 West 
Main.
 GATESVILLE REVIVAL CENTER: Wes Covey, 
Pastor; Sunday school 10:00 a.m., Sunday morning 11:00 
a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday evening 7 p.m. 
2518 Bridge St., Gatesville.
 GRACE ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH: Wray 
Nunn, pastor; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m. & 
Wednesday evening worship at 6:30 p.m. at Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 Osage Road.
  GRACE BIBLE CHURCH: Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m. and Sunday Services at 10:45 a.m. 4012 US Hwy. 
84, Gatesville.
 HARVESTING SOULS INTERNATIONAL CHURCH: 
Mike & Martha Johnson pastors, 503 N. 11th Street, 
Gatesville, 865-6222. Sunday morning worship 11:00 
a.m. Wednesday Bible Study Ministries (Men, Women, 
children) 6:00 p.m. “Overcomers” a TDC and state 
approved 12-step recovery program meets Tuesday 6:00 
p.m.
 JOHNNY WATKIN’S MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. aqui se reune La 
Iglesia de Cristo, in the 2400 block of East Main Street.
 LEVITA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: Peter M. Mafwal, 
Pastor; 4460 FM 930, Levita; Sunday Bible Study at 9:45 
a.m.; morning worship at 10:45 am.
 MOTHER NEFF FAITH TABERNACLE: William 
Bertelsen, Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 236; Sunday services 
- 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00 
p.m.
 PEARL COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: 6735 FM 183 
in Pearl. Sunday Services- 9:00 a.m.
 THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILT: Bill Trotter, pastor; 
3412 E. Main St.; Sunday service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL

 TABERNACLE OF PRAISE UPC: Rev. Jimmy Skiles, 
pastor; 202 E. Main, Gatesville; Worship services - Sunday 
mornings at 10:00 am; Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm; 
www.gatesvilletop.org. 254-206-1826.
 MOUNT CALVARY CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST: 
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 128 North 12th Street; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
weekly services, Wed. Bible Study 6:30p.m.-7:30 p.m., 
Wed. night service, 7:30p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN

 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Rev. Dr. Buddy 
Wheat, pastor; 1110 E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN

 CORYELL VALLEY CHURCH: 4995 FM 929, 
3.5 miles from S.H. 36; Worship Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
coryellvalleytexas.com

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL

 BOOTS -N- SADDLE COWBOY CHURCH: Max 
Gunn, pastor; 254-248-1850; 10 miles west of Gatesville 
on HWY 84; Sunday Service @ 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday  
Night Service @ 7:00 p.m.; Youth Sunday Service @9:45 
a.m. 
 HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN BIKER CHURCH: Monty & 
Tammy VanHorn, pastors; 1608 W. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday Praise and Worship 11 am, Wednesday Bible 
Study Rally-6 pm, 254-865-4076.
 THE POINT FELLOWSHIP: James & Laurinda Paine, 
Pastors; 2315 Osage Road, Gatesville; Wednesday 
Services at 7:00 p.m. (Adults, youth & children); Sunday 
services - Destiny Discovery Class at 9:00 a.m.  and 
Regular services at 10:30 a.m. 254-248-1265.

Grib’s Construction

 2000 Violet Lane
 Gatesville
 254-248-4171

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street

(254) 865-6315

4012 US Hwy. 84 | 254-248-0053 | gracebibletx.com  

2302 Main Street

Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8884

Call (254) 865-8489 for all your construction needs!

Scott’s
Funeral Home

www.scottsfh.com
2425 E. Main Street ~ 254-865-5411

Gifts • Household

865-6900
2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Delivery • Drive Thru

865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street         Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

www.tpcgatesville.org
2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

HELP KEEP THIS 

DEVOTIONAL PAGE 

IN THE PAPER. 

CALL 254-865-5212.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014

www.fbcgatesville.com

SUNDAYS: Sunday School 9:45 am, Worship 10:50 am

WEDNESDAY  SERVICES: 6:00 pm

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church

“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

The Power of Posture

T
he Harvard social psychologist Amy 
Cuddy has done a variety of interesting 
studies on the power of posture. Her 

research demonstrates that standing tall and 
engaging in various “power poses” can actually 
improve our performance. It won’t endow you 
with knowledge you don’t already have or allow 
you to have superhuman strengths, but standing 
like a superhero will allow you to make the 
most of your inherent abilities and knowledge. 
One of the interesting things to come out of 
her research is the finding that you can do these 
“power poses” in private for relatively short 
periods of time (as little as one or two minutes) 
and see improvements in your performance. 
The standard power pose is simply standing tall, 
putting your hands on your hips (arms akimbo), 
pulling your shoulders back (to thrust out your 
chest), and holding your head up. Pretty easy 
to do, and we are also warned that “powerless 
poses,” such as being hunched over and dropping 
your head can lead to poorer performances. Let’s 
face it, when we look and feel confident, we are 
more likely to perform well, and God wants us 
to do and be well. So stand up tall and hold your 
head high. You can do it!    
– Christopher Simon

“If you do not stand firm in your faith, 
you will not stand at all.”
—Isaiah 7:9 NIV
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Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00029084
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Help Wanted

Position available for RV 
Park Manager
We are seeking a reliable, 
outgoing, motivated, self-
starter to join our exciting 
Safari team. Applicants must 
be someone with organization 
and business skills that can 
provide excellent customer 
service and loves animals. 
Pro cient computer skills re-
quired. 
Responsibilities include mak-
ing reservations, checking 
in/out guests, coordinating 
timesheets for staff, market-
ing, day-to-day operations, 
tracking inventory, main-
taining the high standards of 
cleanliness throughout the 
RV Park, providing assistance 
with renting and collecting 
payments on additional com-
mercial and residential prop-
erties around the area.  
Weekend work required. Part-
time and full-time positions 
are available. Salary nego-
tiable. 
Send resumes to: jobsinctx@
gmail.com 
00029042

Position available for Part-
time House Keeping
We are seeking a reliable, out-
going, motivated, self-starter 
to join our exciting Safari 
team.
Essential Requirements:
Weekends and Monday are a 
must between 11 am to 5 pm, 
on-call for additional days 
when needed. 10-20 hours per 
week - speci c days and hours 
of work will vary depending 
on scheduling and level of 
business. Must be self-moti-
vated and able to work with 
very limited supervision, have 
good organization skills, and 
attention to detail. Must be 
able to bend, stoop and lift 25 
pounds. Need reliable trans-
portation. Background check 
- NO PAST CRIMINAL HIS-
TORY
You will be responsible for:
Cleaning, stocking all build-
ings at the park, 2 restrooms 
in the retail center, and other 
properties as needed.
$9/hour with the opportunity 
to advance.
Send resumes to: jobsinctx@
gmail.com 
00029043

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!
 Experienced Shingle Roofers 
to work on North Fort Hood 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSI-
CAL and BACKGROUND 
CHECK TO OBTAIN AC-
CESS TO MILITARY BAS-
ES. CONTACT JOHNSON 
ROOFING AT 254-662-5571 
OR VIA EMAIL LFULLER@
JROOF.COM
00029077

All positions available at 
meat processing plant. Apply 
in person at Hamilton Quality 
Meats, 1205 S. Rice, Hamil-
ton, TX. For more info., call 
254-386-4646. 
00029078

045

Services

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and 
Commercial

Complete Re-Roofs and 
Repairs

Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 

00029022

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC
Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00029033

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00029089

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming,
 lot clearing, 

stump and brush 
removal. 

254-563-3535 
www.yoseftreeservice.com

00029060

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00029079

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial and 

Residential
Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00029080

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00029081

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00029082

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00029083

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00029085

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 00029086

060

Garage Sale

 Weekly Feature for Tues, 
02/08 - Sat, 02/12 is Electron-
ics! Boys & Girls Club Resale 
Shop, 1706 E. Main. 00029068

072

Houses for Sale

I BUY HOUSES, LOTS AND 
ACREAGE. CASH OFFERS, 
ANY CONDITION. 254-644-
3090. 00029023

074

Houses for Rent

Country Living: 2BR, 2 Bath, 
10 miles west of Gatesville 
on CR 177. $850 per month, 
$850 security deposit. Avail-
able mid-February. Call 214-
683-3931. 00029047

NOTICE OF TAX FORECLOSURE SALE

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF CORYELL

=============================================================================

TAX SUIT NO. CTX-13-03046

COPPERAS COVE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

VS.

LUCAS MARTI, ET AL.

TRACT 1: BEING LOT EIGHTEEN (18), BLOCK FOUR (4) DRYDEN ADDITION, COPPERAS 

COVE, CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS BEING THAT PROPERTY MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 

IN A WARRANTY DEED RECORDED AT DOCUMENT NO. 94235 OF THE CORYELL COUNTY

PUBLIC RECORDS (TAX ACCOUNT NUMBER: 118985)

DATE OF JUDGMENT: MAY 14, 2021

DATE OF LEVY: JANUARY 28, 2022

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

TAX SUIT NO. CTX-15-03178

COPPERAS COVE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

VS.

SAMANTHA JANE HARROD AKA SAMANTHA HARROD, ET AL.

TRACT 1: 0.183 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, BEING A PART OF LOTS 12 AND 13, BLOCK 9, 

MEGGS ADDITION, CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS, BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN 

COUNTY CLERK'S FILE #227129, PUBLIC RECORDS OF CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS. (TAX 

ACCOUNT NO. 121670)

DATE OF JUDGMENT: FEBRUARY 14, 2020

DATE OF LEVY: JANUARY 28, 2022

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

TAX SUIT NO. CTX-17-03420

COPPERAS COVE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

VS.

C.C.S., ET AL.

TRACT 1: LOT 32, Willow Springs Unit 1, according to the map or plat thereof 

recorded in Cabinet A, Slide 150, Plat Records of Coryell County, Texas (TAX 

ACCOUNT NO. 127048).

DATE OF JUDGMENT: JULY 26, 2019

DATE OF LEVY: JANUARY 28, 2022

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

TAX SUIT NO. CTX-18-03424

COPPERAS COVE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

VS.

MICHAEL G. BIRD, ET AL.

TRACT 1: Lot 9, Block 7, Mountain Top Addition, third Extension to the City 

of Copperas Cove, Coryell County, Texas according to the map or plat thereof 

recorded in Volume 1, Page 77, Plat Records of Coryell County, Texas (TAX 

ACCOUNT NO. 122586).

DATE OF JUDGMENT: MAY 14, 2021

DATE OF LEVY: JANUARY 28, 2022

=============================================================================

Listed in the caption above are delinquent tax suits in which Judgments of 

Foreclosure have been rendered and Orders of Sale have been issued.  The 

listing for each suit sets out: (1) the Cause Number; (2) the Plaintiff Tax 

Unit; (3) the Defendants; (4) the date of the Judgment; (5) the date of Levy; 

and (6) the Property Description. Under the Order of Sale issued pursuant to 

each Judgment above listed, I did at the time specified for each suit levy 

upon each Property in such suit as described above as the property of the 

Defendants named or designated in such suit.  On the sale date specified 

above, which is the first Tuesday of said month, I will offer and sell at 

public auction, for cash, each property described above, and all the right, 

title, interest and estate in and to each such property owned or claimed by 

the Defendants named in connection with each such property; PROVIDED, 

however, that no property shall be sold directly or indirectly to anyone 

other than a Tax Unit which is a party to that specific suit for less than 

the total amount of taxes, penalties, interest and costs due against that 

particular property or any adjudged value decreed, whichever is lower. 

The foreclosure sales under this notice will be held on the first Tuesday of 

said month, at the North Door of the Coryell County Courthouse of said 

County, at the time set out above, by and through PERDUE, BRANDON, FIELDER, 

COLLINS & MOTT, LLP, 3301 Northland Drive, Ste. 505, Austin, Texas 78731,

Telephone (512) 302-0190 and Telecopier (512) 302-1802, my authorized 

representative.  The sale of each property shall be subject to the rights of 

the Defendants named in connection with each particular property, and any 

successors in title, to redeem such specified property in the time and manner 

provided by law; and subject also to the rights of any defendants to have 

each particular property owned or claimed by such defendants divided and sold 

in less divisions than the whole as provided by law.  The sale as to each 

property is to be made to satisfy the Judgment rendered against that 

particular property and the Defendants named in connection with that 

particular property.  The proceeds of the Sale of each property are to be 

applied to the satisfaction of the Judgment against that particular property, 

and the remainder of the sale proceeds, if any, are to be applied as the law 

directs.

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”“Committed to Excellence”
BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 � Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

JEFFREY BURKS, 254-206-0881

8.32 acres, Evant, TX in Indian Creek Subdivision, electric on the property, 30 ft. 
x 50 ft. pole barn, storage shed & Indian Creek is the east boundary of the proper-
ty, good tree cover, rolling terrain. Fiber Optic Internet service available. $115,000

9.97 acres southwest of Gatesville in King Ranch Subdivision, good tree cover, 
rolling terrain, nice home site. The property has a water meter. $144,500

10.01 acres east of Evant, Stone Creek Ranch Subdivision, great tree cover, 
good elevation to build a home overlooking Langford Branch. The property also 
has a second branch that runs along the east side of the property with rock bluffs 
along the branch. Electricity is at the property; you would need to drill a water well 
for water. $199,900

10.01 acres, Lot 21 Phase 6 Rio Escondido, corner lot, rolling terrain, scat-
tered tree cover, great views to the south. Fiber Optic Internet service is available. 
$128,000

10.01 acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, north of Evant, Tx, good tree cover, 
great views, electric pole set on the property & an area has been cleared that 
would be an idea location for a home, Fiber Optic Internet available, $150,000

12.1 acres, FM 929 frontage & CR 255 frontage, property is level with good 
views to the north, approx. 4.5 acres of Coastal Bermuda & the remaining is na-
tive grasses. Coryell City Water & electric are available along CR 255. $150,000

14.89 acres east of Evant, TX, located on CR 160. Good tree cover & rolling 
terrain. Known as Lots 66 & 67 in the Indian Creek Ranch Subdivision, $150,000

17 acres, FM 929 Frontage & CR 255 frontage. The property is level with good 
views to the north, approx. 8 acres of Coastal Bermuda & the remaining is native 
grasses. Coryell City Water & electric are available along CR 255. $195,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX in Hamilton County, rolling terrain, good tree cover & 
a seasonal creek on the south boundary of the property. The property will have 
electric serviced by Hamilton County Electric Co. & Fiber Optic Internet service 
from Central Texas Telephone Company. $265,000

24.85 +/- acres south of Evant, TX in Lampasas County. Barn, 1 stock pond & 
scattered tree cover with good views. $310,625

26 acres south of Pearl, TX in Coryell County on Blakely Rd. Rolling terrain, 
good tree cover. South Bee House creek runs through the property, great views. 
$250,000

36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. The property is completely 
fenced w/electric along the front of the property, scattered tree cover & rolling ter-
rain & pond that is on the neighbors property that back up water onto the property. 
Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well for water. $387,000

37.28 acres east of Evant, Tx in Indian Creek Subdivision, Indian Creek runs 
through the property, 60 ft. of change in elevation, good tree cover, $466,000

74.7 acres west of Purmela, FM 1241, barn, cattle pens, good fences, nice view, 
centrally located. $511,695.

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch that run through the property, barn that is approx. 38 ft. x 42 ft. in size with 
a rain harvest system that collects rain water from the roof of the barn. Electricity is 
along the property line in the northwest corner of the property $743,775

179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX. FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. Multi-County Water & City of 
Gatesville have water line running down the front of the property. $1,230,000

015

Farm & Ranch
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Help Wanted

Concrete workers needed, 
local area. Call 254-865-
3478. 
00029072
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Public Notices

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to 

the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise “any 

preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, 

religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, or 

an intention, to make any such preference, limitation or dis-

crimination.” Familial status includes children under the age 

of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women 

and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising 

for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 

hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 

are available on an equal opportunity basis.

To complain of discrimination call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free 

telephone number for the hearing impaired is 

1-800-927-9275.

LEGAL NOTICE

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine and Malt Beverage Retailer’s Permit 
and a Food and Beverage Certi cate by Katrina Pelkey dba 
Studebakers Pizza to be located at 2701 E. Main Street, Gates-
ville, Coryell County, Texas. Of cers of said corporation are 
Gerald Pelkey and Katrina Pelkey, owners. 
00029073
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We’re proud to offer assisted living that 

feels like home on a full-time or respite 

care basis. To learn more:

CoryellHealth.org | (254) 248-6293

feel at home.

Residences

Choose to

Brownwood tops Gatesville boys, girls basketball teams
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE
STAFF WRITER

The Gatesville Hornets fell to the Brown-
wood Lions, 86-65 in a District 6-4A boys 
basketball game at Sidney L. Pruitt Gymna-
sium in Gatesville. 

The Hornets and the Lions met on Jan. 
14, with the Lions winning, 91-66 at War-
ren Gym in Brownwood. The Hornets played 

hard but had similar results on the score-
board. Gatesville drops to (12-18 overall, 
1-4 district), while Brownwood rose to (21-7 
overall, 5-0 district). 

Junior Carter Williams finished the game 
with 18 points, while freshman Rayshon 
Smith followed with 12 points. Senior Jaiden 
Gomez had 18 points and Jack Carroll ended 
with 10 points. 

The Hornets were scheduled to play the 
Stephenville Yellow Jackets (6-21 overall, 
0-5 district) on Friday at Gandy Gymnasium 
in Stephenville. 

LADY HORNETS
The Gatesville Lady Hornets lost their Dis-

trict 6-4A girls basketball game against the 
Brownwood Lady Lions, 62-22, at Sidney L. 
Pruitt Gymnasium in Gatesville. 

The Lady Hornets had a tough loss at 
home, but they played until the buzzer. 
Sophomore Aliyah Trotter led the Lady Hor-
nets with 7 points on the night. Junior Cam-
ryn Higginbotham and sophomore Taylor 
Coward followed with 4 points.

The Lady Hornets were scheduled to play 
the Stephenville Honeybees at Gandy Gym-
nasium in Stephenville on Friday.

Like the boys, the Lady Eagles 
topped the Lady Tigers on Jan. 7, 
31-24 in Oglesby. The Lady Eagles 
guaranteed themselves a play-
off spot with a win over the Lady 
Tigers. And with the win, the Lady 
Eagles sit in the third spot in the 
district set for the playoffs. 

JHS girls head coach Billy Mass-
ingill claimed excellent defense was 
a key factor in the domination of 
Oglesby.

“Our defense did what they were 
supposed to do,” Massingill said. 

Sophomore McKenzie Coble and 
senior Kylee Deason both finished 
with 15 points on the night. Their 
teammate, senior Katie Snoddy had 
13 points. 

The Lady Eagles were scheduled 
to play Gholson (4-10 overall, 0-9 
district) on Friday at the Gholson 
High School Gym. Results from this 
game will be in a future edition. 

LADY TIGERS
The Oglesby girls were over-

whelmed by their District 25-1A 
girls basketball rival.

Nothing seemed to go right for 
the Lady Tigers, being outscored in 
all four quarters. Despite the loss, 
the girls work hard in practice, are 
coachable, and have a shot at the 
playoffs if they beat Cranfills Gap 
on Friday. The Lady Tigers are a 
young team creating their identity.

OHS assistant basketball coach 
Dylan Segundo will be taking the 
reins as head coach of the Lady Ti-
ger’s next season. Segundo shared 

that tonight was a tough loss, but 
the girls are working hard to im-
prove going forward.

“They’re good kids, they listen, 

and they want to be better,” Segun-
do said. “They want to win.”

The Lady Tigers are scheduled 
to take on Cranfills Gap Lady Lions 

(4-11 overall, 1-5 in district) on 
Friday at the Oglesby High School 
Gym. Results from this game will 
be in a future edition. 
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Jonesboro’s Nat Hilliker battles Oglesby’s Johnny Gomez in a district game between the Eagles and Tigers on Tuesday.

HOOPS
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Zephyr defeats Lady Elks, 47-41
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE
STAFF WRITER

The Evant Lady Elks were defeated by 
the Zephyr Lady Bulldogs, 47-41 in a Dis-
trict 18-1A girls basketball game at the 
Zephyr High School Gym.

The Lady Elks (10-10 overall, 6-5 in 

district) played tough, only coming short 
six points against the Lady Bulldogs (5-4 
overall, 9-2 in district). Emilieigh Bur-
ton led the Lady Elks in points, scoring 14 
points. Hailey Neri finished the night with 
15 points and Luwi Rodriguez 11 points 
in the game. 

Area Fishing Report
Belton

GOOD. Water lightly stained; 52 degrees; 
2.76 feet low. Catfish are good on main 
lake points and river channels on the edge 
of structures using fresh-cut bait, such as 
perch or shad. Report by Jason “SPUD” Bar-
ton, Cattin’ Around Adventure’s Professional 
Guide Service. Reading the weather forecast 
and fishing on days with southern breezes, 
cloud coverage, and winds 8-17 mph will be 
key. The sweet wind spot is 8-17 mph be-
cause calmer winds are tougher to fish, but 
high winds are dangerous due to decreased 
boat control. White bass are fair on five-
eighth-ounce bladed hazy slabs. This is an 
atypical shallow year on Belton, with the fish 
in 22-33 feet of water. Report by Bob Main-
delle, Holding the Line Guide Service.

Stillhouse Hollow
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 52 degrees; 

2.66 feet low. Reading the weather forecast 
and fishing on days with southern breezes, 
cloud coverage, and winds 8-17 mph will be 
key. The wind sweet spot is 8-17 mph be-
cause calmer winds are tougher to fish, but 
high winds are dangerous due to decreased 
boat control. White bass are fair in 28-40 feet 
of water using five-eight-ounce bladed hazy 
slabs. Report by Bob Maindelle, Holding the 
Line Guide Service.

Waco
GOOD. Water stained; 51 degrees; 3.74 feet 

low. Bass are good biting low moving baits 
like black/blue jigs or crawls early in the 
morning, transitioning to shad and char-
treuse colored crankbaits as the water heats 
up throughout the day. Fish are shallow to 
about 8 feet deep in wood and rock structure. 
Crappie are still in the brush piles. White 
bass and hybrid bass are on main lake struc-
tures. Fishing report provided by Justin Pris-
ock, Prisock’s Fishing Guide Service.

Whitney
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 53 degrees; 

2.29 feet low. Striped bass are excellent in 
22-40 feet of water deadsticking, swimbaits, 
deep diving crankbaits. Report by Kraig Sex-

ton, Sexton’s Guide Service LLC.
Brownwood

GOOD. Water lightly stained; 45 degrees; 
1.80 feet low. Fishing weather is good as we 
head into a weekend with consistent weather 
and good winds. Largemouth bass are good 
with perch like crankbaits, brown or green 
Texas-rigged plastic worms; chartreuse 
bladed spinners, and shaky head jigs near 
timber, rocky shorelines, and docks. Crappie 
are good on minnows and jigs in brush piles 
and near bridge pilings. White bass and hy-
brids are good on slabs, swimbaits, and live 
bait along the main lake channels, humps, 
and ridges. Look for birds diving over feed-
ing schools of white bass. Catfish are good on 
shrimp, chicken liver, and live bait.

Proctor
SLOW. Water clear; 43 degrees; 1.85 feet 

low. Fishing continues to be slow and will 
fluctuate as the cold fronts move in. Crappie 
are fair near brush piles in Copperas Creek 
Park on minnows and jigs. Catfish are fair 
drifting in the high point area biting on cut 
bait. White bass and hybrid stripers are slow 
on slabs. Black bass are slow.

LBJ
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 51 degrees; 

0.68 feet low. Crappie are excellent in 30 feet 
of water on orange and black jigs. Report by 
Jess Rotherham of Texas Crappie Fishing 
Service. Fishing will remain similar now that 
the winter cold fronts are rolling through. 
Largemouth bass are fair to good biting on 
crawfish crankbaits, red rattle traps, crawfish 
imitation soft plastics, and finesse jigs. Some 
largemouths are mixed in with white bass 
by underwater green lights at night. White, 
hybrid, striped bass are fair vertically jigging 
spoons in the river channel and under green 
lights at night. Catfish are slow to fair jigging 
spoons in the schools of white bass. They are 
hanging out underfeeding schools of white 
fish finishing off the fallen shad. Winter is 
the time to catch those lunkers using cut or 
live shad and live or cut perch. Report by Lee 
Benton, Fishing Guide Austin.

Colder weather means adjusting fishing patterns
BY MICHAEL ACOSTA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As a licensed professional 
fishing guide, Michael Acosta 
shows you how to find them. 
He has been fishing all of his 
life, and has been a licensed 
guide since 1998.

Winter has arrived and we 
are seeing some of the lowest 
water temperatures to date. 
In other words we are in the 
dead of winter and fishing 
patterns need to be adjusted 
for this cold water. The good 
news for anglers is that this 
is prime time for catching 
big fish.

Different species prefer 
different water temperatures 
and of course, you will have 
to use this type of informa-
tion to help locate and catch 
fish. Black bass anglers may 
be more prone to fish on 
those warmer days or pick 
afternoons when the water 
has had a chance to warm 
some. This is good advice for 
most species.

Not all species will wait 
for the warmest part of the 
day to feed. Their metabo-
lism slows in the winter, but 
they still must eat. There are 
many factors to influence the 
bite. Weather is a major one 
this time of the year.

Water clarity and wa-
ter flows can also influ-
ence fish feeding or moving. 
Don’t forget about the moon 
phase. Picking a time to get 
on the water coincident with 
a peak feeding time can 
make a difference. 

If it just so happens that 
the peak feeding time is co-
incidental with the warm-
est part of the day this may 
be your flag to get out there. 
If there is a major weather 
event, the moon may not 
even play a role on when the 
fish will feed. If you are fish-
ing a narrow river where the 
daylight has less impact, the 
moon phase may have less 
impact as well. 

As always, you will prob-
ably have a morning bite 

and an evening bite. If I am 
to fish the early part of the 
day, I do not want to miss the 
early morning. Conversely, if 
I am to fish the latter half of 
the day, I will be looking for 
that late afternoon bite. I will 
also be aware of the poten-
tial peak or secondary peak 
feeding times for the day.

As I have mentioned more 
than once, locate the bait 
fish. With these colder water 
temperatures, you will find 
that the fish will be looking 
for slightly warmer waters. 
Typically, on colder days, 
this will be in deeper holes 
in a river or deeper places in 
the lake. Water temperatures 
will be slightly warmer to-
ward the bottom in the dead 
of winter. Fish will “huddle” 
in these deeper places on the 
colder days.

Fishing is great in the win-
ter if you can get out. Just 
make sure you dress for the 
occasion and play it safe. 
The cold water can kill if you 
happen to fall in. 
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Setting a new standard for GHS

BY TRISTON MCGEHEE

STAFF WRITER

Hayden Mooney was a playmaker 
for the Gatesville High School foot-
ball team this past season.

Mooney, 18-year-old senior 
troubled opposing offenses all 
season, breaking the GHS school 
record for most tackles in a sea-
son, with 209, breaking Gatesville’s 
state football champion Pedro 
Quintero’s 201 from 2000. 

Mooney is a quiet kid who will al-
ways put 100% effort into whatever 
he does. Mooney is a first-team all-
district safety for Gatesville for the 

2022 season. Mooney was awarded 
the Defensive MVP award at the 
2022 GHS Football Banquet for 
his efforts this season, an award 
that he has won for the past three 
years. Mooney also was awarded 
defensive honorable mention for 
the 2022 Smoaky.com All-Central 
Texas Football team for the safety 
position. Mooney is a driven indi-
vidual in every way possible.

Aaron Hunter has been the de-
fensive coordinator for the past 
two seasons but has been the head 
coach for GHS since January. Hunt-
er remembers coming to Gates-
ville and watching a film of Mooney 

standing out on the field. 
“When I tell you that he stood 

out over everyone on the field 
just how he played the game as a 
sophomore, ‘I said man, I am going 
to build my defense around him’” 
Hunter said. 

Hunter and Mooney developed a 
bond over the past couple of sea-
sons, developing a lot of trust be-
tween the two.

Mooney stepped up to the chal-
lenge leading his team. Mooney be-
came the heart and soul of the de-
fense. The belief in him by Hunter 

made Mooney feel like an impor-
tant part of the whole process. 

Hanging up the cleats is hard, es-
pecially in football, where an ath-
lete may never pick them up again. 
Mooney is trying to soak up all his 
memories from his senior season. 

“It just really hasn’t hit me yet,” 
Mooney said. “It’s over, and I won’t 
be playing again next year. It prob-
ably won’t hit me until it starts 
back up next year, and I won’t be 
able to play.”

Mooney is setting his sights on 
going to college at Texas A&M Uni-

versity in College Station. He plans 
to major in Civil Engineering but 
does not think he will play football 
at the college level. 

Although Mooney had a tremen-
dous year in football, he is now 
preparing for baseball season, his 
favorite sport. 

Mooney’s dad Terry has made a 
big impact on his son, motivating 
him throughout the years.

“He has always pushed me and 
motivated me,” Mooney said.

triston@gatesvillemessenger.com.

Hayden Mooney sets new record 
for Gatesville season tackles

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Hayden Mooney was a mainstay for the Hornet football team on offense and defense, and set a new season record for tackles.

JEFF OSBORNE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Hayden Mooney combines for a tackle vs. Robinson during the 2021 season.

Gatesville powerlifting teams excel at Robinson meet
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE

STAFF WRITER 

The Gatesville boys and girls powerlifting 
teams did well at the Robinson Invitational 
meet at Robinson High School on Jan. 29.

The boys team placed second as a team 
with 42 points scored. The girls placed third 
as a team with 28 points scored. According 
to Powerlifting head coach Jason Moffett the 
boys and girls were setting new personal re-
cords in most every and in total.

“I tend to measure our success, even more 
than by them winning medals and winning 
meets.” Moffett stated in an email. “Those 
things are good, but I love the look on a kid’s 
face when they hit a weight they never hit 

before.  You can see the confidence it gives 
them for their next meet.”

Moffett shared what motivates power lift-
ers to succeed. 

“Powerlifting offers the opportunity to 
literally see your hard work pay off in a very 
tangible way every week,” Moffett stated 
in the same email. “Everyone can be a good 
lifter, if they work hard enough.  I think that 
is why some of our kids love to lift.”

The GHS powerlifters are competing with 
13 other schools today at Sidney L. Pruitt 
Gymnasium in Gatesville from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Moffett expects the meet to be “very 
competitive.”

“Many of these schools historically have 
very strong kids that compete very well.” 

Moffett said in the email, “I am excited be-
cause when you have great competition, it 
pushes you to bring your A game.”

Girls
First place: Lindsey Cummings, weight 

class 105, total points 500.
First place: Kasey Fitzer, weight class 114, 

total points 520.
First place: Emmaleah Zacha, weight 259+, 

total points 1,060.
Boys
First place: Caden Brister, weight 123, total 

points 790.
First place: Ryan Smiley, weight 275, total 

points 1,645.
First place: Zach Bryant, weight 308, total 

points 1,220.

First place: Gabe Charles, weight 308+, to-
tal points 1,160. 

There are 13 schools attending the GHS 
meet at Sidney L. Pruitt Gymnasium.

* Gatesville
* China Spring
* La Vega
* Lorena
* Connally
* McGregor
* Valley Mills
* Meridian
* Moody
* Robinson
* Troy
* Bruceville-Eddy
* West

Jonesboro Eagles teams soar over Oglesby Tiger teams
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE

STAFF WRITER

The Jonesboro Eagles beat their 
Coryell County rival, the Oglesby 
Tigers ,60-52 in a District 25-1A 
boys basketball game at the Jones-
boro High School Gym on Tuesday.

Previously, the Eagles (9-10 
overall, 6-3 in district) encountered 
the Tigers (4-8 overall, 2-6 district) 
on Jan. 7 and won the contest 49-
38 in Oglesby. The Eagles came into 
this game confident to clinch the 
third spot in District 25. The Eagles 
solidified themselves into the third 
spot with the win over the Tigers.

“It was good to get the win,” JHS 
head coach Chris Simon said. “It’s 
always tough playing a rival team, 
but I felt like we came out and 
started well we got up big on them 
early.”

Jonesboro’s lead was substantial 
through the first three quarters, 
with their highest leading margin 
being 19 points in the third quarter 
and the second-highest coming in 
the second quarter with 18. 

Senior Layton Blanchard had a 
tremendous night shooting, scor-
ing 20 points to end the night. Si-
mon was happy with Blanchard’s 
performance. 

“I think that Big Man Layton 
(Blanchard) really stepped up to-
day,” Simon said. “(Oglesby) really 
didn’t have an answer for him, and 
he was able to put (the ball) in, and 
that kept the lead a little bit.”

Simon also credited sophomore 
Jacob Cisneros for playing well. 
Cisneros completed the game with 
11 points, while his teammate, ju-

nior Costin Allison, finished with 
10 points. 

Jonesboro is scheduled to play 
the Gholson Wildcats (1-13 over-
all, 1-5 district) on Friday. Results 
from this game will be in a future 
edition. 

TIGERS
The Oglesby Tigers (4-8 over-

all, 2-6 in district) played their 
hearts out in their matchup against 
the Eagles, playing until the final 
buzzer. The Tigers are sitting in the 
fourth spot in the district. The Ti-
gers were outscored in every quar-
ter except the fourth.

“The boys played hard,” OHS 
head coach Jeb Dixon said. “We just 

dug a hole early and couldn’t climb 
out of it.”

Blake Thompson led the Tigers 
with 21 points on the night, fol-
lowed by his teammate Hunter 
Walter with 15. 

The Tigers are scheduled to play 
the Cranfills Gap Lions (9-11 over-
all, 2-6 in district) on Friday at the 

Oglesby High School Gym. 
LADY EAGLES

The Jonesboro Lady Eagles shut 
down the Oglesby Lady Tigers 52-5 
in a District 25-1A girls basketball 
game at the Jonesboro High School 
Gym on Tuesday.

TRISTON MCGEHEE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Oglesby’s Summer Newman looks to drive past a Jonesboro defender in a basketball game played Tuesday night in Jonesboro.
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Gary & R’Lue Gribble named Citizens of the Year
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

The Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce recognized 
Gary and R’Lue Gribble were 
named Citizens of the Year 
during the annual Member-
ship Meeting and Awards 
Banquet at Texas Station.

Pastor Wray Nunn and his 
daughter Felicia Inman of 
Grace Assembly Christian 
Church introduced Citizens 
of the Year Gary and R’Lue 
Gribble.

“They work together in 
perfect harmony and have 
gone beyond the call of duty 
to support and better our 
community,” Wray said. “As 
a pastor in the community, I 
know they give unselfishly of 
their time and effort.”

Felicia said that R’Lue “has 
been involved in the Gates-
ville community for over 40 

years and has made a great 
impact on countless lives as 
a nurse and mentor.” R’Lue 
works at Hillside Medical 
Lodge as a licensed profes-
sional nurse and assistant 
nursing director.

Wray said the Gribbles “are 
some of the most selfless 
people in love and life with 
their donation of time and 
service to the community.”

He said Gary’s contribu-
tions to the community, like 
his wife’s, are also numer-
ous, including building an 
awning for the rodeo arena 
and also making that facility 
more accessible to disabled 
visitors.

“(The Gribbles) play an in-
tegral role in Hometown An-
gels (providing gifts for local 
children at Christmas), they 
have sponsored fireworks 
and are a dynamite duo,” Fe-
licia said.

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Lute Sullins, Wray Nunn, R’Lue Gribble, Gary Gribble, Felicia Inman and Barbie Klecka during the Citizen of the Year presentation.

TRISTON MCGEHEE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Citizens of the Year R’Lue and Gary Gribble.

Serving the real estate needs of Coryell County since 1985.

PROUD CHAMBER MEMBERS

(254)865-8954

2105 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

Lute Sullins, Owner/Broker

Cell: (254) 216-9599

Lute has served on the Gatesville Chamber of 

Commerce board from 2014-2021, while being an 

executive board member for the last five years. 
He is the outgoing president for the Chamber.

For property listings 

and more: 

tejasrealestate.com

• Professional, Compassionate In-Home Care 

• Security, Stability & Comforts of Home

• Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy  
& Speech Therapy  

• Short-Term Rehab, Hospice Care,  
Post-Operative Recovery & Long-Term Care

RehabLiving at the Meadows

Coryell Home Health Care

CoryellHealth.org  

• Independent Retirement Living 

• Social and Educational Activities & Medical 
Support of Entire Coryell Health System

Independent Living at The Oaks

(254) 248-6293

(254) 404-2500

• Promoting Independence with the  
Support of 24-Hour Trained Caregivers 

• Stimulating Games, Crafts and  
Engaging Activities

Assisted Living at The Oaks

(254) 248-6293

(254) 248-6380

On the Same Campus as  

Coryell Health Medical Clinic & Hospital 

Residences
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MUEGGE
Air Conditioning & Heating

254-223-0604

Proud Chamber Members!

210 FM 107

Gatesville, Texas
Major Credit Cards accepted

TACLB022227E

Heating & 
Cooling 
Systems 
for year-round 

comfort

Letter from the 2022 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President
Welcome to the Gates-

ville Chamber of Com-
merce and to our commu-
nity, one of the best places 
in Central Texas to live, 
work and raise a family. 

The Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce understands 
that in order to have a 
strong economic environ-
ment you must have a 
strong community. We are 
truly blessed in our com-
munity to have leaders, 
business owners, educa-
tors and citizens who real-
ize that we all share in the 
responsibility of creat-
ing economic success and 
happiness within our com-
munity.

As we continue to re-
cover from the pandemic, 

the Chamber’s goal is to 
work toward improving 
the local quality of life 
through volunteers and 
committees. The Chamber 
is proud to sponsor events 

throughout the year to 
help support the commu-
nity.

As the 2022 Chamber 
President, I am honored to 
work alongside our dedi-
cated Board who all share 
the same vision, busi-
ness growth and healthy 
community environment 
goals.

If you are not a member 
of the Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce, please join 
us today. Your member-
ship will benefit your busi-
ness and the community. 
I look forward to working 
with everyone during my 
time as president.

 - Barbie Klecka, 
Chamber president

I am honored to work 

alongside our dedi-

cated Board who all 

share the same vision, 

business growth and 

healthy community 

environment goals.

- Barbie Klecka

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

2022 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Barbie Klecka.

GOSSETT
TRANSMISSION

Jim Gossett  

1900 E. Main Street

Gatesville, Texas

254-865-5791

Ray or Del

Family owned & operated since 1970

GOSSETT
TOWING

Est. 1970

1810 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

Business Hours

8am-5pm: 

254-865-7330

After Hours

Johnny Gossett: 

254-865-3018

Open Tues. – Fri. 8am–5pm and Sat. 9am–3pm 

1706 E. MAIN STREET, GATESVILLE • 254-248-1250

The The Resale ShopResale Shop
Benefiting the Boys & Girls ClubBenefiting the Boys & Girls Club

of Gatesvilleof Gatesville

Selling gently used furniture, decor, 
housewares, clothing, etc.

Hometown Floors

Scott Tatum, Owner
1101 W. Main Street, Gatesville, TX 76528  |  254-248-1192 or 254-248-2816

We’ve Got You Covered!

Shop at Home for Your Flooring Needs

Shop an outstanding selection of quality name brand carpeting, vinyl, wood and laminate flooring 

from right here in Gatesville. We also offer professional installation. Give us a call today.

Proud Chamber Members

Robert L. Berry
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store | Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas

716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528
Monday-Friday, 9-5 • Saturday, 9-1

WE PAY CASH!

CALL 512-810-1002

COINS • JEWELRY • ETC.
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Proud to Support the

Gatesville Chamber

of Commerce.

“Always putting you first”
Member

FDIC

3411 E. Main Street

Gatesville
254-865-2783

115 S. Memory Lane

Evant
254-471-5531

117 FM 1996

Oglesby
254-470-2261

Roger A. Miller
CORYELL COUNTY JUDGE

Phone: 254-865-5911 ext. 2222

Fax: 254-865-2040

Coryell County Main Street Annex

800 East Main Street, Suite A

Gatesville, Texas 76528

Proud member of the 

Gatesville Chamber of Commerce

Sara Jo’s Haute & Gaudy named Business of the Year
BY SABRINA ANDERSON

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For the last eight years, Sara 
Jo Poynter has been making her 
mark across Texas.

What began as an idea to make 
cheaper and unique clothes from 
different fabrics soon turned into 
what local residents now known 
as Sara Jo’s Haute and Gaudy 
boutique. 

Wild. Vibrant. Colorful. These 
are just some of the words cus-
tomers use to describe the one-
of-a-kind pop-up shop. Among 
the store’s items are bold prints, 
bleached and distressed materi-
als, graphic tees and accessories 
for every occasion.

“I wanted to have clothing that 
people would feel confident in 
and would also get a compliment 
from, just to feel good in wearing 
it,” said Poynter.

Before starting up her business, 
Poynter worked full time as a fit-
ness instructor at various boot 
camps. However, she knew her 
passion for fashion would drive 
her to succeed in operating her 
own boutique one day.

So, with a few hundred dol-
lars and the utmost determina-
tion, Poynter began her journey 
of sharing her personality and 
unique style with others.

“It’s just kinda something that 
came natural to me - I like to 
stand out in a crowd,” said Poyn-
ter. “I like for my clothing to be 
a resemblance of who I am - fun, 
active, energetic.”

Today, she has merchandise at 
two locations, an online website 

and a trailer she takes with her 
across the state to set up for pop-
up shops, events and fundraisers.

More often than not, almost ev-
ery weekend is filled with travel 
to another city for her, whether it 
be 45 minutes down the road or 
several hours away.

“Getting to meet the people, 
having repeat customers, learn-
ing about people’s lives…you 
really do make friends,” said 
Poynter. “It truly is so much fun. 
I love it.”

Poynter also frequently part-
ners with various schools and 
businesses to plan fundraisers 
in which she sets up shop for a 
couple hours. Both employees 
and the public can shop at these 
events, usually during lunch time 
for about three hours. After the 
fundraiser is over, she gives a 
portion of the proceeds to the 
partnered school or business.

“They make my job so fun, and 
I absolutely love what I do,” said 
Poynter. “Gatesville has been 
great to me - to just come to a 
small town and be embraced.”

From Central Texas to Oklaho-
ma, and sometimes even Arkan-
sas, she is making all who shop 
with her into their best version of 
themselves, or as Sara Jo would 
say, “In a world full of boutiques, 
thank you for being haute and 
gaudy.”

You can find Sara Jo’s Haute 
and Gaudy merchandise at local 
stores such as Baker’s Market and 
1854 Mercantile in Gatesville, or 
online at www.hauteandgaudy.
com. 

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Lute Sullins with Sara Jo Poynter, and 2022 Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce President Barbie Klecka. Poynter’s  shop, Sara Jo’s Haute & Gaudy, was named Business of the Year.

1409 E. MAIN STREET, GATESVILLE, TEXAS • 254-248-1260

TRAINING – NUTRITION – RECOVERY
Get to a healthier place at Anytime Fitness! Our friendly, professional staff is trained 

to help you along your fitness journey, no matter how much support you need. 

Membership includes a free, no-pressure fitness consultation, global access to more 

than 3,000 gyms, and always open 24/7 convenience. 

All in a welcoming club and supportive member community. 

CALL OR VISIT AFGATESVILLE ON FACEBOOK

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

Located at

200 Cattle Dr., Gatesville, TX
(off of North Hwy. 36 Bypass)

(254) 865-5777

Monday–Friday, 8am–5pm

Est. 2004

Texas Building and Roofing Supplies, Inc.

se habla español

WE SUPPLY AND SPECIALIZE 

IN THE FOLLOWING:

Metal Buildings • PBR/PBU Metal Panels • 5V Metal Panels

Residential Concealed Fastener Metal Panels

GAF Timerline Shingles • Insulation • Fencing Material

T-Posts & Barbed Wire • Rebar & Sakrete • New & Used Pipe

Priefert Gates, Horse Stalls & Squeeze Chutes

Square & Rectangular Tubing • Angle Iron • Flat Bar

Round & Square Bar • Purlin & I-Beam • Metal Trusses

Cattle Panels • Paint, Tools & Hardware • Metal Culverts

Much, Much More

Proud Members of the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce
Hwy. 36 & FM 929, Gatesville, TX (next to TDCJ)

Drive-Thru Beer Barn
Open Sunday–Wednesday at Noon & Thursday–Saturday at 10am

PRUITT’S

254-865-5602

Lotto – Food – Gas 
BREAKFAST: 5 am - 10 am • LUNCH: 9 am - 2 pm

PROUD CHAMBER MEMBERS

On the Courthouse Square in Beautiful Gatesville

Proud Chamber Member

Cash • Check • Debit/Credit • Layaway • 

 108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com
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1910 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-7333

Proud Chamber

Members!

Located at the Gatesville Municipal Airport
• Repairs & Alterations   • Inspections

• Designated Airworthiness Representative 
Services for all Aircrafts

• Emergency call outs always available

Pete Weston
A&P-IA-D.A.R.

Phone# (254) 248-1545 Cell: (254) 535-1661

Alt. Phone# (254) 248-1595 Fax: (254) 248-1514

Call Centex Aviation for 
all your aviation needs!

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

EXEX
120 Reno Rd., Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. 42617

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

EXEX

Proud Chamber Members!

Poco Automotive awarded for Best Customer Service
BY SABRINA ANDERSON

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

One of the special features of liv-
ing in a small town like Gatesville 
is having the familial essence local 
businesses bring to the commu-
nity. No doubt, if you’ve been down 
Main Street at least once or twice, 
you’ve seen the sign that guides 
people to Poco Automotive - short 
for Powell Companies Automotive 
- a business that’s been around for 
just over 50 years now. 

In 1971, Gatesville native Robert 
Powell opened up the auto mechan-
ic shop with four bays and began 
the legacy that now stands today.

As the years passed, the business 
grew with more customers and 
services, becoming well-known for 
their integrity. In 1984, Kyle Powell 
bought the business from his fa-
ther and continued to give clients 
the same renowned customer ser-
vice, adding seven new bays to the 
shop over the years. 

Since 2016, Bobby and Melissa 
Jenkins have owned and main-
tained Poco Automotive, upholding 
the principles of great customer 
service through their business rou-
tines and employees’ work ethic.

Before he began his journey 
in Gatesville, Bobby worked as a 
technician in the Dallas area and 
then moved to a Firestone shop in 
Temple where he eventually met 

and became friends with Robert. In 
2005, Bobby started working as a 
technician with Poco Automotive 
under Kyle’s management, inevita-
bly working his way toward his cur-
rent position.

“I’ve always enjoyed doing it; I’m 
always working on something,” 
said Jenkins. “Even when I was a 
kid, I was always taking stuff apart 
and putting it back together.”

While most businesses across 
the nation have seen a dip in sales 
and services in recent years, the 
pandemic brought the opposite 
for Poco Automotive. According to 
Jenkins, 2020 was a record-setting 
sales year for the business.

“Ten years ago, 80% or better of 
our customers were from here,” 
said Jenkins. “And now, probably at 
least 50% of them are new coming 
through the door.”

Poco Automotive offers various 
services to its customers, most of 
which include wheel alignments 
and front end work. Jenkins said 
the business is constantly trying to 
make sure they keep up with the 
market, setting a standard for how 
to handle diagnostics and electrical 
work among his employees.

“We have a whole crew of tal-
ented individuals, which is very 
hard to find especially today,” said 
Jenkins.

Staying true to its familial Gates-
ville roots, Poco Automotive spon-

sors local sports teams for both 
city and high school leagues. Once 
upon a time, the business offered 
their expertise to local high school 
students enrolled in the automo-
tive classes.

“Every now and then we’d do a 

demonstration, you know, how to 
change a flat tire, things like that,” 
said Jenkins. “If you find a good 
mechanic in this town, if he’s from 
here, usually he went through that 
program in Gatesville.”

As Robert planned, Kyle pur-

sued and Bobby continues to enact 
today, Poco Automotive strives to 
“take care of people and their cars.”

For more information about Poco 
Automotive or for scheduling ser-
vices, visit www.pocoauto.com.

TRISTON MCGEHEE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Poco Automotive was recognized at the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce Banquet for having the Best Customer Service.

Message from outgoing Chamber President Lute Sullins
It has truly been an honor to 

serve as your Chamber presi-
dent for 2021. 

COVID continued to pres-
ent numerous challenges for us 
throughout the year but with the 
help of some amazing volun-
teers, and the incredible support 
from our community members, 
we were able to push through 
and make this year one of the 
best ever. 

We were able to bring back the 
Shivaree and Corks and Kegs 
events this year, and even resur-
rected the Chamber golf tourna-
ment after a multi-year absence. 
Most importantly, Chamber 
membership even grew to over 
250 members this year! 

All of this would not be pos-
sible if it wasn’t for the generos-
ity of chamber businesses and 
individual members. Words can-

not express my appreciation for 
these members – who through-
out the year graciously spon-
sored or donated to chamber 
events for us, while likely at the 
same time facing COVID-related 
income shortfalls and interrup-
tions.

The commitment each of you 
have shown the chamber during 
this difficult time is something I 
will never forget. 

Lastly, I would like to thank 
the executive board and ambas-
sadors for their incredibly hard 
work throughout the year. 

Many people don’t understand 
that the directors and ambas-
sadors are volunteers, and are 
taking time away from work and 
family to serve the chamber.

I may be biased, but I strongly 
believe that I was blessed with 
the best board and ambassador 

group ever. Though short on 
numbers, we always had plenty 
of help from these individu-
als going above and beyond to 
make each event a success. 

I can leave my presidency with 
full confidence that the cham-
ber is in GREAT hands with this 
group. 

In closing, I would like to make 
a plea for those of you who may 
have some interest in volunteer-
ing to please come visit with me 
or any of the Chamber board 
members.

The chamber is always in 
need of volunteer help. More 
volunteer help would open up 
so many more possibilities for 
growth for our chamber.  Thank 
you again for your support, and 
here’s to an AMAZING 2022!

- Lute Sullins
JEFF OSBORNE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Lute Sullins, 2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce president

Growing business. Building community.

Brought to you by Gatesville Chamber of Commerce and Membership.

Apple ^ Android ^

Download today in the Apple store or Google Play. 

Every 100th person to sign up will receive a $25 gift card.

2307 Hwy. 36 South | Gatesville, TX 76528 | 254-865-2617

VISIT US AT WWW.GATESVILLETX.INFO

Shop Local. Shop Gatesville.

EXPLORE 
GATESVILLE

Find local businesses, events and resources:
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220 Memorial Dr. • Gatesville, TX • (254) 865-7272

Personal, friendly dental care
with a

SMILE

GATESVILLE

FAMILY DENTAL

General Dentistry 

Insurance Accepted

GRIB’S
Construction & Septic Tank Service

GARY GRIBBLE, OWNER
2000 VIOLET LANE   •   GATESVILLE, TX 76528

254-865-1236 or 254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED

INSTALLER OF

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

DIRTWORK, GRAVEL 

ROADS & DRIVES

BACKHOE &

MAINTAINER

Coryell

Feed &

Supply

Proud Chamber 

Supporters!

213 E. Main, Gatesville
254-865-6315

Open Monday – Saturday, 8am-5:30 pm

Cheers!Cheers!

HENRY SUN, MANAGER • MON.-SAT. 10AM-9PM

3305 S. HWY. 36, GATESVILLE, TX 76528 • (254) 865-7007

HILL TOP LIQUOR

To all Chamber MembersTo all Chamber Members
and volunteers!and volunteers!

CALL TO SET UP AN APPT: 254-865-8300
Or email: colecpa@embarqmail.com

2330 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX 76528       http://centextaxhelp.com/

ANNETTE COLE

CPA, P.C.
   CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Tax Preparation and Planning

IRS Representation

Bookkeeping & Financial Statements

New Business Consulting

Professional Services for

Businesses & Individuals

254-865-6061

1602 E. MAIN STREET, GATESVILLE

BURGERS • SANDWICHES

CHICKEN STRIPS  • HOT DOGS

SIDEWINDERS • FRIES 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY SPECIALS 

Park Street
TM

BURGERS

BY SABRINA ANDERSON
Contributing Writer

While stores all across the 
nation were boarding up their 
doors at the height of the 
pandemic in 2020, Monica 
and Justin Doyle were build-
ing up their new business 
from their garage. 

Taking advantage of the 
newfound time people had 
on their hands, the Doyles 
decided to fill the commu-
nity’s need for a car detailing 
service, juggling both their 
full-time jobs and their new 
business. 

“I put out the word on 
Facebook, and it was just our 
friends and family at first and 
then word of mouth, and it 
just kinda grew from there,” 
said Monica Doyle. 

As the business continued 
to grow over the last year, 
the couple transitioned their 
services from something on 
the side to something more 
full time, finding that the de-
mand for detailing is high in 
the area. 

“This is really a need in our 
community, and there’s defi-
nitely a learning curve to the 
actual ins and outs of run-
ning a business,” said Doyle. 
“I think this is something that 
will add value to our commu-
nity.”

The business is also in-
volved in many community 
events, sponsoring local city 

league teams and donating 
details to silent auctions in 
the area. Whenever possible, 
they like to get involved as 
much as they can in giving 
back to their community.

Among the services offered 
at The Last Detail are both in-
terior and exterior car detail-
ing, which can include power 
washing, paint correction, 
waxing or buffing and many 
more. From sports cars to 
smart cars, work trucks and 
mom cars, they have serviced 
just about every kind of ve-
hicle in the market.

“It absolutely just makes 
my day when a customer is 
happy with the service that 
we provided for them,” said 
Doyle.

Today, both Monica and 
Justin work exclusively at The 
Last Detail and now have four 
full-time employees to help 
manage the influx of clients’ 
needs. Their next goals are to 
expand the business to other 
locations and have their own 
building to operate the busi-
ness from. 

“We are here to serve the 
community, and we abso-
lutely would welcome anyone 
who would want to seek our 
business.”

You can find more informa-
tion about services The Last 
Detail offers on their Face-
book page or by calling them 
at 439-340-8107.

The Last Detail named Best New Business

TRISTON MCGEHEE  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Lute Sullins (left) and 2022 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Barbie Klecka 
(right) with owners of The Last Detail, which was named Best New Business of the Year.
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EQUIPMENT SALES, RENTALS AND SERVICE
102 FM 107, Gatesville • 254-865-1000 • www.hillside-outdoors.com

Come see all our inventory!

Proud

Chamber

Member!

Located: 708 Hwy. 36 West, Gatesville, TX 76528

Mailing: P.O. Box 124, Gatesville, TX 76528

www.cthhouse.org | cthospitalityhouse@gmail.com

NO FUNDS ARE RECEIVED FROM ANY GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES, LOCAL, STATE, 

OR FEDERAL. CTHH IS FUNDED BY CHURCHES, BUSINESSES, AND INDIVIDUALS 

THAT SHARE OUR VISION.

We offer free lodging and food to families visiting 
their loved ones incarcerated in the 

Central Texas prison system.

Providing hope and 
encouragement

FOR VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES OR DONATIONS, 

PLEASE CALL 254-404-2260. 

MEMBER
C O M M E RC E

CHAMBER OF

4701 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX 76528

254-206-3300

Kevin & Tracey Augeri, Owners

Hassle-free vehicle repair and maintenance
Free pick up and delivery service within a five mile 

radius of Gatesville

Lonestar.auto@yahoo.com

Local and long-distance towing
Winch outs • Fuel delivery • Jumpstarts • Lockouts

Flat tire assistance

We 

Accept

All

Extended 

Warranty 

Contracts 254-248-4142

We’re bringing the word “SERVICE” back to Gatesville!
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2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Lute Sullins (left) and 2022 Gatesville Chamber of 
Commerce President Barbie Klecka (right) presenting Abi Cozart with her award for Director of the Year.
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2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Lute Sullins (left) and Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce Director Abi Cozart(right) presenting Nancy Ashcraft with her award for Ambassador of the Year.

TRISTON MCGEHEE  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Lute Sullins (left) and 2022 Gatesville Chamber of 
Commerce President Barbie Klecka (right) presenting Hailey Luensmann with her award for Junior Am-
bassador of the Year.
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Directors of Public Relations/Marketing and Hospital Liaisons:

Chelsae Desormeaux 254-760-6386

Susie Meelbusch 254-383-2307

We accept all insurances, Medicare and Medicaid

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass   254-865-7575

Gatesville, TX 76528 www.hillsideml.com

POST-HOSPITAL REHABILITATION
Our therapy team offers unparalleled physical, occupational and speech therapy services. 

24-HOUR SKILLED NURSING CARE

Director of Public Relations, 
Susie Meelbusch, has been serving 

your community through the Chamber 
of Commerce for nearly ten years.
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The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce’s Top Five Ambassadors of the Year are pictured with 2021 Chamber President Lute Sullins. Those Ambassadors are, left to right, Haley Rutledge, Diana Barnett, Glenda 
Brown and  Nancy Ashcraft along with Director of the Year Abi Cozart. Not pictured is Kaley Branch, who was also named in the top five.

Congratulations to all who were named during this year’s banquet.


