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QUESTION  
& ANSWER CORNER
Q: When does the Coryell County 
Commissioners Court meet?
A: It typically meets at 9 a.m. the 
second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month.

Send us your questions:
editor@gatesvillemessenger.com

Call: 254-865-5212

Write: P.O. Box 799, Gatesville,  
TX 76528

“After (Henry) Vogel served them, an argument arose 

and (Lee) Basham started over the bar after Vogel.”

Uncle Bob Saunders, who wrote an account of the Ruby Saloon shooting

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

In 1890, Gatesville was a bustling town which 
had grown considerably since its founding in 
1854. As the county seat, the courthouse square 
was continuously full of activities and people. 

Merchants surrounding the courthouse square 
attracted local residents, farmers, cattle drivers 
and people who were moving westward. After 
doing their shopping, people would often con-
gregate on the courthouse lawn and visit. One of 
the businesses located on the north side of the 
square was known as the Ruby Saloon. 

The saloon would often attract cowboys and 

PLEASE SEE SHOOTING A7

The Ruby Saloon was 
located on the north side 
of the Coryell County 
Courthouse Square.

COURTESY PHOTOS

SHOOTING AT THE RUBY SALOON
Two men killed 
by one bullet in 
1890s incident

Coryell Health focused of recruiting, retaining talent
BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Recruiting new employees is the 
lifeblood of any medical facility, 
and in the midst of a pandemic, 
that need becomes even more ur-
gent.

During a presentation at a recent 
Gatesville Lions Club meeting, Dr. 
Jeff Bates, chief medical officer for 
Coryell Health, talked about the im-
portance of attracting staff mem-
bers to the hospital and clinics in 
the community.

“Recruitment is important for 
all small-town hospitals and with 
COVID the implications for our 

community are even greater,” Bates 
said. “We are constantly working to 
bring in new staff.”

Compounding the concern is a 
rash of resignations nationwide as 
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
what Coryell Health Chief Executive 
Officer David Byrom called “the 
great resignation.”

Bates said there are jokes about 
doctors resigning via text message, 
but Coryell Health recently had to 
deal with a similar issue.

“Two weeks ago I was with one 
of our nurse managers who was 
surprised to get a text from a nurse 
who quit by text,” he said. “It was 

her first day and she went to lunch 
and sent a text that she wasn’t com-
ing back - it’s not what she thought 
it would be.”

Pointing to examples of success-
ful recruiting, Bates mentioned 
Landon Belcher, who trained with 
doctors at Coryell Health as a stu-
dent before joining the clinic full 
time in 2021.

“He’s a rising star and will step 
up and take over for me one day in 
the future,” Bates said. “He came 
here as a medical student and 
quickly realized this was a good 

Gatesville Chamber Banquet set
The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce 

annual Membership Banquet is scheduled 
for 6 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 29, at the Texas 
Station Event Center.

There will be a reception followed by 
dinner and an awards ceremony where 
the Chamber’s 2021 Citizen of the Year 
and 2021 Business Awards will be pre-
sented.

The meal will consist of pork tenderloin, 
pasta salad, green salad, garlic mashed 
potatoes, green beans, dinner salad, rolls, 
tea/water (chicken upon prior request, 
limited availability), and chocolate sheet 
cake.

Tickets are available at the Chamber 
office visitor’s center at the Cotton Belt 
Depot or can be purchased online through 
the Chamber’s Facebook page.

Proceeds from the annual Membership 
Banquet are used to market Gatesville 
Chamber Member businesses and provide 
scholarships to high school students.

The Texas Station Event Center is locat-
ed at 305 Old Fort Gates Road. 

For more information about the ban-
quet, call the Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce at 254-865-2617 or visit www. 
http://www.gatesvilletx.info/.

COURTESY PHOTO

Attracting and keeping medical professionals is a key focus for Coryell Health.
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Local school boards honored by county
The Gatesville, Evant, Jonesboro and 

Oglesby Independent School District 
school boards were recognized by Cory-
ell County Judge Roger Miller and the Co-
ryell County Commissioners Court with 
a proclamation in their honor during a 
recent commissioners court meeting.

January is School Board Recognition 
Month and school districts across the 
nation, state and region continue to face 
unprecedented challenges caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Local board members include:
Gatesville ISD

Charles Ament, president; Charles Al-
derson, vice president; Cheyenne Kizer, 
secretary; Calvin Ford, Jimmie Ferguson, 

Linda Maxwell and Mary Anne Leib.
Evant ISD

Sheila Williams, president; Vernon 
McCann, vice president; Ellisha Weeks, 
secretary; Judd Wall, Lauren Goins and 
Melinda Acosta.

Jonesboro ISD
Keith Taylor, president; Joe Foote, vice 

president; Kevin Young, secretary; Bobby 
Buster, Donnie Robuck, Roger Hill and 
Josh Jenkins.

Oglesby ISD
Jennifer Thompson, president; Dustin 

LeBlanc, vice president; Mike Walter, sec-
retary; Dan Markum, Anthony Ross, Re-
becca Schultz and James Seymour.
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Short and Long Term Care & Rehabilitation

Apply at www.hillsideml.com/careers
Contact Administrator Michael Beasley for more info. 254-865-7575

Looking for a

Career Change?

JOIN OUR TEAM OF 

COMPASSIONATE

CAREGIVERS!

M E D I C A L    L O D G E

• CNA
 6 a.m.-6 p.m. or 6 p.m.-6 a.m.

• Nurse
 6 a.m.-6 p.m. or 6 p.m.-6 a.m.
 LVNs starting at $30/hr.
 RNs starting at $35/hr.

• PRN also available

• Dietary Aide
 1 p.m.-7:30 p.m. or 6 a.m.-1 p.m.

• Housekeeping
 6:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

 • We offer a supportive work  
 environment with generous  
	 benefits	and	resources	to	safeguard		
 employee health and well-being.

The Gatesville Messenger offers a free one-time 

political announcement to introduce candidates in our 

local elections. Interested candidates may provide to 

The Gatesville Messenger a press release including 

background information and qualifications along with 

a photo of the individual candidate.

Please note that The Gatesville Messenger may edit or 

re-write the announcement for publication.

FREE Political Announcement

Every Voice in Local Politics and 

Decision Making Matters.

Make sure you provide voters with information they need to

 make an informed choice in our upcoming elections.

Let us help you reach voters with a

For more information, contact Jeff Osborne at

254-781-5783 or jeff@gatesvillemessenger.com

If you are interested in more political advertising, 

contact Bailey Dickie at 254-865-1243

or  advertising@gatesvillemessenger.com  

place. He’s one of the youngest 
doctors in the community and is 
committed to this place.”

It’s important to find local stu-
dents before they graduate from 
high school who are interested in 
pursuing a career in medicine and 
keeping them in the community, 
Bates said.

“We have started to develop a 
program for high school students 
who are interested. It’s important 
to find them and recruit them to 
practice here,” he said.

One of the concerns Bates has is an increasing animosity he sees 

toward medical professionals by 
some people.

“There is sometimes a con-
tempt for doctors and physicians 
that concerns me,” he said. “Some 
younger people may choose not 
to go into healthcare because of it. 
What does healthcare look like five 
years from now?

“One of the memories I have is 
my grandfather wearing a coat and 
tie to visit the doctor. There was a 
great respect for doctors back then 
and I’m not sure that exists any-
more. Everybody is an expert now. 

I’m not sure a lot of young people 
want to be doctors and nurses.”

COVID-19 has had a big impact 
on the world, and it has hit the 
medical community hard.

“Sometimes you see staff unable 
to come in, and (if they quarantine) 
they can’t come back for five days,” 
Bates said. “A lot of healthcare pro-
fessionals are single parents, and 
if daycare is shut down (because of 
COVID), they can’t come to work.”

One of the biggest issues is that 
Coryell Health is often looking at 
the same candidates that other 

medical providers are also actively 
recruiting.

“We are all competing for the 
same people,” Bates said. “(COVID) 
is starting to collapse the system 
and nobody wants to step in and 
take over.”

Byrom, the Coryell Health CEO, 
said Coryell Health is often running 
with 10 to 15% of its staff out “and 
this group is doing a tremendous 
job. The challenge is sustainability. 
It’s been that way for three weeks. 
The blessing is that (with the Omi-
cron variant) not as many people 
are getting real sick. But they do 
feel bad enough that they don’t feel 
like coming into work.

“Our number one goal is to take 
care of the community.”
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Dr. Jeff Bates

Gatesville native finds calling at Coryell Health
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR WRITER & EDITOR

Being able to work as a certi-
fied family nurse practitioner in 
his hometown has proven to be a 
blessing for Tony Podbielski, who 
joined the staff of Coryell Health 
in 2021.

Podbielski is an example of suc-
cessfully recruiting local talent to 
improve healthcare in the commu-
nity, said Dr. Jeff Bates, the chief 
medical officer for Coryell Health.

“I was born and raised in Gates-
ville and received all my medical 
care from the clinic here - what was 
then Coryell Memorial Hospital,” 
Podbelski said. “I am a 2005 Gates-
ville High School graduate, and 
then started out at Baylor.”

He said attending Baylor Univer-
sity wasn’t the right fit for him at 
the time, so he earned his associ-
ates degree in nursing from McLen-
nan Community College.

After working as a nursing aide 
and certified nursing assistant su-
pervisor and staff coordinator at a 
nursing home in Hewitt, Podbielski 
worked for Baylor Scott & White at 
Hillcrest in Waco and earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Texas Tech 
University. He earned his master’s 
degree from the University of Tex-
as at Arlington.

“When I got my master’s degree I 

started fielding offers and prayed 
about (where to pursue a career) a 
lot,” he said. After he received a call 
from Dr. Bates, he began to consid-
er Coryell Health.

“It blew my mind how much we 
had to offer here,” Podbielski said. 
“We have two medical robots, one 
of a type which Waco doesn’t even 
have. Also, local people no longer 
have to go to Waco or Temple to 
see a specialist. We have them here.

“The new model is to serve the 
community and keep the communi-
ty here, and I was really blown away 
by that.”

When he was deciding what kind 
of medical provider he wanted to 
be, Podbielski said the personal 
attention people receive at a place 
like Coryell Health made a positive 
impact on him.

“In bigger cities, you feel like a 
number,” Podbielski said. “I really 
always hated that so I try to make 
it a point in my practice to listen 

and give personal attention. In the 
larger communities, it’s not that 
they aren’t offering good care, it’s 
just with so many people in and 
out, it can’t help becoming (more 
impersonal).”

Podbielski said he sees medical 
care as a team effort between the 
patient and doctor.

“When I see a patient, they are go-
ing to be driving their health care,” 
he said. “We work together but they 
are calling the plays based on their 
lifestyle and what they want.

“Coryell Health does a really 

good job of making it a team ap-
proach, and it’s all about commu-
nity. I want everyone to get the best 
healthcare they can right here and 
to not feel like a number. I can see 
the progression of what health-
care here was, what it is now and 
the vision for where it’s headed. 
People shouldn’t feel like cattle 
being herded through when they 
get medical care, and we definitely 
work to give people the best per-
sonal care we can.”

Tony Podbielski

“Coryell Health does a really good job of making it 

a team approach. ... I want everyone to get the best 

healthcare they can right here and to not feel like a 

number

Tony Podbielski

“Our number one goal is to take care of the community.”

David Byrom



In the Coryell Museum’s 
Accession Room, we came 
across a Coryell County 
News published in 1960. 
My efficiency level on sort-
ing our boxes for scanning 
or digitation drops to zero 
and I just enjoy reading the 
paper as this is the most 
delicious part of digging 
through these old boxes. 
Just like Christmas every 
time.

The TV listing for March 
1960 was as follows for 
that day: The Ozzie and 
Harriett Show, 
Betty Hutton, The 
Real McCoys and 
Zane Grey The-
atre, Markham, 
My Friend Flicka, 
Johnny Ringo and 
I’ve Got a Secret. 
Evening began at 
6 p.m. with Texas 
Times News and 
Weather, Doug Ed-
wards-CBS, Bronco, 
Wyatt Earp, Coro-
nado 9, Whirly-
birds, Gary Moore, 
and at 10 p.m. 
Texas Final World 
News and lastly 
11:30 p.m. the Tex-
as TV theatre. After 
the news, this list-
ing says Texas TV 
Theatre came on, but I never 
remember seeing it as I was a 
kid and had to go to bed!

First, Ozzie and Harriet 
co-hosted a radio program 
“The Adventures of Ozzie 
and Harriet” together before 
they were married in 1935. 
The radio network program 
“The Adventures of Ozzie 
and Harriet” was on from 
1944 to 1954 and was also a 
situation comedy. They also 
appeared on the radio shows 
The Red Skelton Show and 
The Fred Allen Show.

When “The Ozzie and Har-
riet Show” moved to televi-

sion, it was also a big hit. 
Their two boys were played 
by other actors until their 
sons were 8 and 12 years old 
in their parents’ fifth year on 
television.

Wyatt Earp aired from 
1951 to 1960, much longer 
than I remembered. Hugh 
O’Brian played Wyatt and 
was seen as a sex symbol in 
those early years of TV. He 
was tall, muscular and good 
looking. (He was not my 
type, I waited until 1961 for 
Dr. Kildare.)

The Zane Grey Theatre 
with Dick Powell as the star 
and host was on TV from 
1956-1961. These stories 
were based at first on the 
novels of Zane Grey. Some of 
the characters appeared in 
six or seven episodes, such 
as Denver Pyle who you will 
remember also played Mr. 
Darlin’ on the Andy Griffith 
show. These shows still 
come on as reruns.

Coryell Museum is open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. from 
Wednesday to Saturday. 
Come by and see our gift 
shop with many books writ-

ten about Coryell County by 
our own residents. “Down 
Memory Lane” by Uncle Bob 
Saunders is compiled from 
his Gatesville Messenger 
articles from 1946-1978. 
“Coryell County Scrapbook” 
by Mildred Mears published 
in 1963 is a delight to read. 
One of the newest, “The 
Rifleman” by Cotton David-
son and Wayland Corgill is in 
hardback and paperback.

Here is a message from Er-
vin Adams, president of Co-
ryell Museum: “I wanted to 

take a minute 
to talk about 
our digitiza-
tion project 
at the muse-
um. We have 
thousands of 
documents 
and photos 
that have been 
donated to the 
museum by 
members of 
the commu-
nity that give 
us a glimpse 
into the past. 
These archives 
are often too 
fragile to dis-
play, and we 
do not have 
the space. For 

over two years, we have been 
scanning our archives, with 
the hope that one day we will 
be able to put our collection 
online for genealogical and 
historical research.

“The Coryell Museum is a 
local museum, and as such 
belongs to the communi-
ties it serves. Our scanning 
project, as well as even keep-
ing the doors open is made 
difficult due to the lack of 
volunteers. If you have time, 
please consider volunteering 
at the museum. You would 
be helping to preserve the 
past for future generations.”
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FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

Jed Gribble
Owner

Jed Gribble Sand & Gravel

Jednheather@aol.com  P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528

254-675-8657 Barn
800-675-8657 Barn
254-675-4363 Fax

Sale Every Wednesday

Bonded & Insured

3199 Hwy. 6
P.O. Box 408

Clifton, TX 76634

Wayne Carroll
254-652-1983 Cell
wayne@cliftonlivestock.com

CLIFTON  LIVESTOCK

COMMISSION

FOR INFO: 

254-865-2226

SAVE A

LIFE

• • • • •

GAIN A 

FRIEND

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, January 22, 2022 
Jody & Robin Thomas 

(254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville
 (254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 165-210 
300-400 lb. 160-210 
400-500 lb. 160-195
500-600 lb. 145-165
600-700 lb. 130-150
700-800 lb. 125-145

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 130-155
300-400 lb. 130-150    
400-500 lb. 130-150
500-600 lb. 125-145
600-700 lb. 115-140
700-800 lb. 110-130

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 67-78
Low Yielding 40-50       
Fats 65-75
Thin & Shelly 20-35

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 65-102

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1300-1550
Young Fair 1100-1300 
Aged Pairs 800-1100

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 500-1150

Number of Head 885

The Christian Adult Fellow-
ship Event (CAFE) group will 
be travelling to Killeen to see 
the “North Central Singing 
Men of Texas” in concert on 
Thursday, Feb. 3. The singing 
group is a 200-member choir 
which is made up of choir 
directors.

The Gatesville group will 
leave from the First United 
Methodist Church parking lot 
at 4:15 p.m. and proceed to 
have dinner at Red Robin’s in 
Killeen prior to attending the 

The Exchange Club of 
Gatesville will be hosting 
the 24th annual Taste of 
Gatesville and Chili Cook-Off 
on Tuesday, Feb. 15 at the 
Gatesville Civic Center from 
5:30 p.m. until 8 p.m.

The purpose of the Ex-
change Club is to provide 

The 2022 Oglesby Rattle-
snake Roundup will take 
place on Saturday and 
Sunday, Feb. 26-27, at the 
Oglesby Community Center. 
Snake demonstrations will 
be held on Saturday at 10 
a.m., 12 p.m., 2 p.m. and 4 

The first meeting of the 
year for Coryell Retired 
School Personnel (CRSP) will 
be on Thursday, Jan. 27, at 
Rancher’s Steak House with 
a social at 9:30 a.m. and busi-
ness meeting at 10 a.m.

This is the month when 
CRSP has its silent auction to 
raise money for their schol-
arships fund. Members are 
asked to bring lightly used 
items, crafts, baked goods, 
gift cards (or a check for a 
donation) so that members 
can have a fun time buying 
one another’s “stuff.” Schol-
arship committee members 
are asked to be there at 9 
a.m. to help set up items. 
Other members should ar-
rive about 9:30 a.m. to sub-
mit their items for the silent 
auction and to have a chance 
to look around and see if 

CORYELL MUSEUM 

Ozzie and Harriett, and Zane 
Grey Theatre 1960

JANN DWORSKY

Taste of Gatesville 

scheduled for Feb. 15
local and area residents and 
vendors a place to market 
their best food products for 
the public to taste. The Chili 
Cook-Off is a competition 
between first responders in 
the area.

The Exchange Club hopes 
that this event will broaden 
markets while helping them 
provide over $12,000 for 
community service projects 
and scholarships.

Participants are asked 
to bring signs so that tast-

ers will know who they are 
– business cards, flyers, 
coupons and menus are 
welcome, but no bags. Par-
ticipants are asked to have 
samples for 300 or more.

For more information 
about the Taste of Gatesville 
and Chili Cook-Off, please 
contact Jo Ann Sugg at 254-
493-7938 or Nate Busch at 
254-702-3099.

C.A.F.E. group to see 
200-member choir

concert.
The cost will be $10 for 

transportation. The meal 
is not included in the cost. 
There will be no refunds after 
the deadline to purchase tick-
ets which is Jan. 27. Money 
cannot be transferred to a 
future trip if you are unable 
to attend.

For more information 
about the concert, please 
contact Ruth Jones at 254-
865-2112.

Coryell Retired School Person-
nel to meet

they find items of interest 
for themselves.

Members are also asked to 
bring their volunteer hours 
for January. If they have not 
yet turned in their hours for 
2021, they are requested 
to please bring those hours 
and turn them in to Debbie 
Grmela as soon as possible. 
Deadlines are soon.

CRSP members should 
keep in mind that they will 
be electing new officers next 
month, so members are 
asked to consider serving 
their fellow retirees. Yvonne 
Dutschmann and Sue Vernon 
will be heading up the ef-
fort to come up with a slate 
of nominees, so if anyone 
wants to become an officer, 
please notify one of the la-
dies soon.

The state Texas Retired 

Teachers Association meet-
ing is scheduled for April 11-
13 in Dallas. If you are inter-
ested in being a local voting 
delegate, please contact the 
president, JoAnn Sugg.

Members may also pay 
their dues to treasurer, Anne 
Byrom, at this meeting. Dues 
are $45 (this includes $35 
for state dues and $10 for 
local dues). If any retirees 
(recent or not) have not yet 
joined CRSP, you are invited 
to join the group. There 
are many benefits. Contact 
JoAnn Sugg or Anne Byrom 
for more information or at-
tend one of their meetings.

Oglesby Rattlesnake 
Roundup Feb. 26-27

p.m. Demonstrations will be 
held on Sunday at 12 p.m., 2 
p.m., and 4 p.m. Jackie Bib-
by, “The Texas Snake Man,” 
will be demonstrating with 
snakes and informing those 
attending what to do if they 
encounter a snake.

The Roundup will be fun 
for all ages with BBQ, music, 
carnival rides and arts and 
crafts. There will also be 
pony rides along with train 
and wagon rides. 

Oglesby is located be-
tween McGregor and Gates-
ville just off Highway 84. All 
proceeds from the Roundup 
will benefit local programs 
supported by the Oglesby 
Lions Club. 
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BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

The DISPATCH
The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of January 20 - 22.  While there were many calls 

to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, 

while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

Centex Crime Stoppers 
can use your help in solv-
ing a case of Criminal 
Mischief and Trespassing 
which occurred in the 300 
block of Old Waco Road 
sometime between Jan. 
15, 2022, at 10 p.m. and 
Jan. 16, 2022, at 9 a.m. 
Unknown person(s) en-
tered a property through 
a locked gate without the 
effective consent of the 
property owner and on 
their way out dragged 
the gate and power lock-
ing arm down the road 
before discarding it in a 
nearby ditch.

According to the prop-
erty owner, the cost to re-
place the gate and locking 
device was over $3,000.

If you have any infor-

CITY OF GATESVILLE

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Jan. 20

4:16 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of N. 
State Hwy. 36 Bypass.

8:09 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1000 block of 
E. Leon Street.

2:17 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported on CR 251 at 
FM 929.

2:18 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 9700 
block of FM 929.

3:06 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 1400 
block of E. Leon Street.

3:57 p.m., suspicious activ-

ity was reported in the 100 
block of Mulberry Avenue.
Jan. 21

8:11 a.m., a gas leak was re-
ported in the 300 block of S. 
State Hwy. 36.

4:09 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1900 block of 
E. Leon Street.

6:08 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 1300 block of 
Mills Street.

6:22 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 1300 
block of CR 338.

7:16 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1300 
block of Main Street.

11:32 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1300 
block of Mills Street.
Jan. 22

1:10 a.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in the 
2000 block of Waco Street.

9:36 a.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 1200 
block of N. State Hwy 36 By-
pass.

11:22 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1400 block of E. 
Main Street.

4:41 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 1300 
block of Westview Drive.

5:16 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 300 block 
of N. 9th Street.

5:43 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1200 block of N. 
State Hwy. 36 Bypass.

CORYELL COUNTY

SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Jan. 20

12:59 a.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
2900 block of Mimosa Drive.

7:15 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1800 block of 
FM 2412.

8:34 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
100 block of Wood Hollow 
Drive.

2:21 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 9700 
block of FM 929.

3:44 p.m., trespassing was 
reported in the 2300 block of 
CR 341.

5:33 p.m., burglary of a 
habitation was reported in 
the 900 block of CR 148.
Jan. 21

3:10 a.m., criminal trespass 
was reported in the 100 block 
of Mooney Avenue.

6:10 a.m., a hit and run was 

reported on FM 116 at Elijah 
Road.

8:04 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported on FM 
116 near Pidcoke.

1:39 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
7900 block of FM 215.

1:42 p.m., a major accident 
was reported on Hwy. 9 at 
Old Georgetown Road.

3:52 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported on CR 318 and 
CR 319.
Jan. 22

1:22 a.m., a stranded mo-
torist was reported on FM 
215 between CR 239 and CR 
248.

6:49 a.m., harassment was 
reported in the 7300 block of 
CR 142.

10:26 a.m., debris in the 
roadway was reported on FM 
107 and Alexander Road.

10:59 a.m., an animal bite 
was reported in the 100 block 
of Sims Circle.

2:37 p.m., a vehicle was 
reported stolen in the 200 
block of Thackston Road.

8:42 p.m., an out-of-control 
child was reported in the 200 
block of Jack Butler Road.

Whatever happened to...
20 YEARS AGO

(2002)

Gatesville High School 
senior Megan Hester was 
competing in the American 
Legion Division Oratorical 
Contest after previously win-
ning local and district levels.

Dr. and Mrs. Willie Clarke 
of Gatesville renewed their 
wedding vows on their 35th 
wedding anniversary in a 
ceremony at Sweet Home Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.

Progress on a new public 
library was inching forward, 
and Gatesville city officials 
hoped to award bids on the 
project in May.

Renovation of McKamie 
Stadium was expected to be 
completed in the summer 
and the Gatesville Indepen-
dent School District spent 
approximately $1 million in 

capital improvements with-
out raising taxes.

McKenzie Hopson, daugh-
ter of Frank and Susie Hop-
son, was one of the winners 
of the Gatesville PTA Reflec-
tions Art Contest.

A 1965 military 1-1/3 
ton, 4x4 AMC Kaiser with a 
500-gallon water tank was 
to be auctioned by the Flat 
Volunteer Fire Department as 
a fundraising event to send 
firefighters to an extrication 
school.
30 YEARS AGO

(1992)

Long-time City of Gatesville 
employee Bobby Cotten an-
nounced his retirement as of 
January 31. Cotten had been 
assigned to duties at Faunt Le 
Roy Park and had worked for 
the City since June 1968.

Gina Menzies, a past presi-

dent of the Gatesville Ex-
change Club, was the guest 
speaker at the club’s weekly 
meeting.

Grace Tennison retired 
after serving for 20 years as 
secretary at the Gatesville 
High School. 

Jennifer Griffith, a seventh-
grade student at Gatesville 
Junior High School, had been 
selected to the Texas Mu-
sic Educators Association 
seventh and eighth grade 
all-region choir. Griffith was 
selected from among 600 
students attending the TMEA 
Region 8 competition.

The Coryell County Mu-
seum Foundation elected of-
ficers and directors for 1993. 
The board of directors elect-
ed Ray Simpson, president; 
Helen Swift, vice president; 
Billy Byrom, secretary; and 

Wayne Gartman, treasurer.
Army National Guard Pvt. 

1st Class Drew F. Segraves 
graduated from a helicopter 
repairer course at Fort Eustis 
near Newport News, Virginia. 
He is the son of Jerry and Lin-
da Segraves of Gatesville. 
40 YEARS AGO

(1982)

January’s Home Economics 
Cooperative Education Stu-
dent of the Month at Gates-
ville High was Anita Robles, 
a GHS junior and daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfredo Robles.

Shawn H. Hansson received 
an undergraduate degree in 
mechanical engineering with 
the honor of cum laude at 
Texas A&M University. 

Family members honored 
Mrs. Waldine Martin on her 
90th birthday with a dinner 
at Chateau Ville Restaurant.

Lisa Thompson had been 
selected as Special Acteen for 
the Coryell Baptist Associa-
tion for 1982. She was a ju-
nior at Gatesville High School.

Gatesville Parks Supt. W. 
B. Cummings found four 
concrete benches shattered 
at a park table in Faunt Le 
Roy Park. The damages were 
estimated by city officials at 
between S300 and $400. 

Jim Epps of Gatesville was 
to be honored on his 90th 
birthday with an open house 
at the home of his daughter 
Jo Nichols on Surrey Lane.
50 YEARS AGO

(1972)

Patti Green, a senior mem-
ber of the Gatesville High 
School band, had been select-
ed as a trumpet player in Tex-
as’ all-state band for 1972.

The Music Festival of Bre-

genz, Austria, announced the 
engagement of William (Bill) 
Blankenship, who was to be 
featured in Henry Purcell’s 
opera, “The Fairy Queen.” 
Blankenship was raised in 
Gatesville.

 Four registered Hereford 
bulls raised on the Hix Her-
eford Ranch near Coryell City 
were marketed international-
ly when owner O. N. Hix sold 
the animals to Rozelio Garza 
for use as breeding stock on 
Garza’s giant ranch at Piedras 
Negras, Mexico.

 Susan Martin, head cheer-
leader at Gatesville High, had 
been chosen the team’s offi-
cial sweetheart for 1971.

Rev. Walter Davidson of 
League City was to be the 
evangelist for a revival that 
was to be held at the Flat Bap-
tist Church.

Centex Crime Stoppers’ 
crime of the week

mation about any case 
or any local crime, call 
Centex Crime Stoppers 
24 hours a day at 1-254-
865-8477 (TIPS) or visit 
our website at www. Cen-
texcrimestoppers.org or 
by downloading the “P3” 
mobile app available on 
both the Apple app store 
and Google Play Store. 
You never have to give 
your name, and if your in-
formation leads to an ar-
rest, you may be eligible 
for a cash reward.

Crime Stoppers, citi-
zens, police and the me-
dia working together can 
make our community a 
safer place to live. To-
gether we can make a dif-
ference.

Sunday School  9:30am  

Sunday Worship  10:45am

4012 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville
(One mile east of the loop on the south side of Hwy. 84)

 254-248-0053

gracebibletx.com  
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TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND PARTIES: 

 
Ratliff Ready-Mix, LP, has applied to the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for renewal of Air Quality 
Permit No. 48770, which would authorize continued operation 
of the Concrete Batch Plant located at 3306 S State Highway 
36, Gatesville, Coryell County, Texas 76528. Additional 
information concerning this application is contained in the 
public notice section of this newspaper. 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 1/24/22).......

$1830.80
SILVER (XAG/USD 1/24/22)..........

$23.69



PATTI W. 

DAVIDSON
Dec. 7, 1952 – Jan. 20, 2022

Patti W. Davidson, age 69, 

PAULA JO 

RAINER
Sept. 25, 1956 – Jan. 19, 2022

Paula Jo Rainer, age 65, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
the evening of Jan. 19, 2022.

Memorial services will be 
held at 2 p.m., Wednesday, 
Jan. 26, 2022, at Scott’s Fu-
neral Home with Bruce Cox 
officiating. Visitation with the 
family will be one hour prior 
to the service at the funeral 
home.

Paula Jo was born on Sept. 
25, 1956, in Alameda, CA to 
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OBITUARIES
the late Tommie Bushong and 
Betty Pitts Bushong. Growing 
up, the family lived in Pecos 
and Irving, and eventually 
settled in the Turnersville 
community. She graduated 
from Gatesville High School 
in 1975. That same year, 
Paula met the love of her life, 
Joe Pat Rainer, at the Shandar 
Club in Gatesville. They mar-
ried on April 17, 1976. Paula 
Jo and Joe Pat had two sons, 
Rance and Neeley. She was 
always so proud of her boys. 
Paula worked at the Lowery 
Clinic, The National Bank, 
and the Western Savings in 
Loan before beginning her 
career with the Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice in 
1989. She began as a correc-
tions officer and retired in 
2009 as a safety officer.

In 2006, with the addition 
of her first grandson, Paula Jo 
took on a new name, Mom-
ma Jo. She was a devoted 
grandmother. They enjoyed 
learning to sew, eating ice 
cream, and laughing. Momma 
Jo adored all of her boys, big 
and small.

Paula Jo was always up for 
a good time. She and Joe Pat 

loved to go dancing with their 
friends. She loved to gamble 
and would always tell you if 
the “casino gods” were good 
to her or not. Paula Jo never 
passed up a garage sale. And 
she always had a hobby or 
craft. Her greatest passion 
became quilting. She loved 
quilting retreats and cher-
ished her quilting friends that 
had become part of her fam-
ily. Paula Jo was adventurous, 
kind, and gave the very best 
hugs. If you knew her, you 
were her friend.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, her mother-
in-law, Irene Rainer, and her 
father-in-law, C.C. Rainer.

Paula Jo is survived by her 
husband of 45 years, Joe Pat 
Rainer; sons, Charles (Rance) 
Rainer and wife, Meredith, 
and Neeley Rainer; grandchil-
dren, Ian, Colin, and Ollie; 
siblings Ken Bushong and 
wife, Patty, of Bastrop, Pam 
Caldwell and husband, Keith, 
of Gatesville, and Lloyd Bush-
ong of Gatesville.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Boys 
and Girls Club, 2533 E. Main 
Street, Gatesville, TX 76528.

of Gatesville, passed away on 
Thursday, Jan. 20, 2022, in 
Gatesville.

Funeral services were held 
at 2 p.m. Monday, Jan. 24, 
2022, at Scott’s Funeral Home 
Chapel, with Rev. Don McCo-
nnaughhay officiating. Burial 
followed at Pidcoke Cem-
etery. 

Patti was born on Dec. 7, 
1952, in Coryell County, to 
the late Earl Wayne (Fish) and 
Frances Moore Wilkinson. She 
grew up in the Harmon com-
munity and went to school in 
Gatesville, graduating from 
Gatesville High School in 
1971. She married Joe Wesley 
Davidson on April 25, 1998. 
Patti worked for T.D.C.J. 
at the Hughes Unit, retir-
ing after 20 years of service 

in 2010. She loved cooking, 
reading cookbooks and shop-
ping. She was a member of 
Pidcoke Baptist Church.

Patti is survived by her hus-
band, Joe Davidson; daugh-
ters, Melissa Clinard and hus-
band, Raymond, Angie Clover 
and husband, Clint, Jolene 
Hays and husband, Keith; five 
grandchildren, Jordan Clover, 
Jared Clover, Randy Hays, 
Amber Hays, Byron Adams; 
and one great-grandson, Ash-
er Blake Beerbower-Clover.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily has designated memorials 
be made to the Pidcoke Cem-
etery Assn., 105 River Ridge 
Dr., Gatesville, TX 76528.

Obituary policy – 
Obituaries must be submitted 
to The Gatesville Messenger 
by the funeral home handling 
the services.

If a funeral home is not in-
volved, proof of death must 
be provided by a family mem-
ber or crematorium.

For more information, con-

tact David Scott at 254-865-
2352 or email editor@gates-
villemessenger.com

BETSY CLARK

The Pearl Music Festival 
is ON for Feb. 5. The Pearl 
Community Center opens 
at 7 a.m., and the kitchen 
will be open from 11 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. Acoustic bands, 
including Gospel, Country/
Western, Jazz, Soul, Blue-
grass, etc., are invited to 
play on stage. Kids’ bands 
are encouraged to come and 
play, too. Join us in Pearl 
with your acoustic band and 
see Ronald Medart to sched-
ule your time to play on the 
stage. 

The Stage Show usually 
begins around 1p.m. and 
goes on until the last band 
has played. Picking and grin-
ning happens all day long in 
the many different rooms in 
the building as well as in the 
pavilion and on the grounds. 
Everyone is invited to at-
tend the Pearl Music Festival. 
There is no charge to play on 
the stage or to sit in the au-
ditorium and listen. You can 
purchase delicious lunch 
items in the kitchen as well. 
All purchases benefit the 
cost of upkeep of the Pearl 
Community Center building. 
Y’all come!

Also on Feb. 5, there will 
be a Junk in Your Trunk Day 
along with the Pearl Music 
Festival and Pearl Bookstore 
events. Vendors and JIYT 
participants can park on the 
north side of the Gasoway 
Cabin and the bookstore. A 
charge of $5 per vehicle will 
be collected to benefit The 
Community Center. Vendors 
can sell “flea market style” 
items including fresh fruits 
and vegetables, with the 
exception of pre-prepared 
foods. The Bookstore will be 
open as usual from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. For more informa-
tion, please contact Linda 
Ray at 254-865-9282.

Full hook-up trailer sites 

NEWS FROM PEARL

Lots of Big News and Changes
are available for those who 
wish to come and stay 
awhile. 30 Amps-$20 per 
night; 50 Amps-$25 per 
night. For more information, 
contact Ronald Medart at 
254-865-6013.

If you wish to rent the 
Community Center building 
for events such as funeral 
lunches, reunions, home-
comings, etc., please contact 
Connie Long at 254-223-
0621 for cost and other de-
tails.

There is a new Facebook 
page for the Pearl Communi-
ty Center with Jennifer Rush-
ton as administrator. We are 
so thankful to Mrs. Rushton 
for taking this on. The new 
page is called, “Pearl Com-
munity Center, Texas,” so 
be sure and like this page to 
keep up with all the happen-
ings in Pearl, Texas.

The Pearl Flea Market will 
be April 23 from 8 a.m. until 
2 p.m. Vendors can set up 
outside of the Community 
Center. The kitchen will be 
open on the inside, and folks 
can donate food to be sold 
in the kitchen to benefit the 
Community Center. Coffee 
and donuts will be available 
at 8 a.m. that morning, too, 
as a Meet and Greet so that 
new community members 
can get to know each other. 
The Community Center 
invites all new-to-Pearl resi-
dents to come and donate 
their time to work in the 
kitchen that day. More infor-
mation about this day will be 
coming soon.

The Community Center 
Board met on Jan. 17, 2021. 
Those attending were Ron-

ald Medart, Connie Long, 
Bettie Blakley, Chris Ray, Lin-
da Ray, Jennifer and David 
Rushton, Ruth Penny, Kay 
Pruett, Rhonda and Garrett 
Dickey, and Michelle Pruett 
and the family dog, Pearl, 
dropped by for a while, too.

The Pearl Church of Christ 
Valentine Auction benefit-
ting local scholarships and 
scholarships for His Kids 
in Lampasas will be held on 
Sunday, Feb. 13 immediately 
after services. You can begin 
viewing auction items and 
placing your bids by drop-
ping by the church at any 
time as Linda Ray has been 
working very hard to display 
all the donations to the auc-
tion in the Fellowship room 
and the Children’s Sunday 
School room. This auction 
is an annual event held in 
memory of Richard Williams, 
the founder of His Kids. Ev-
eryone is invited, and all do-
nations and bids are greatly 
appreciated.

The closing verse for this 
week comes from I Peter 
1:13—Therefore, with minds 
that are alert and fully sober, 
set your hope on the grace to 
be brought to you when Je-
sus Christ is revealed at His 
coming.

To keep up with the lat-
est Pearl news online, you 
can go to the “Pearl Cottage 
Bookstore” Facebook page, 
the “Pearl Church of Christ” 
Facebook page, or the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page. Or contact 
me at betsyclark47@yahoo.
com for more information or 
to submit any Pearl news.

The Quarterly meeting for 
the Turnersville Community 
Center will be held Monday, 
Jan. 31, at 6 p.m., via Zoom. 
The regularly scheduled 
meeting which was to be held 
on Jan. 17 was cancelled.

Those interested in at-
tending the Zoom meeting 
may contact the community 
center via email at Turners-
villeStampede@gmail.com to 

receive the link.
The community center is 

a family friendly gathering 
place for recreation, commu-
nity, education and the arts. 
It is located at 8115 FM 182 
in Turnersville.

For more information 
about the quarterly meeting, 
please contact the associa-
tion’s secretary, Dorothy 
Wagoner, at 254-494-0110.

T-ville Community 
Center meeting Jan. 31
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Public Notices

110 Chicktown Rd.

Gatesville, TX  76528
off: (254) 404-2500
fax: (254) 248-6288

RN Unit Manager – FT • RN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and 
Nursing

**LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for Charge Nurse and Nursing $10,000 FT 
sign on bonus 1-year commitment
**CNA/NA: FT – All Shifts $4,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment
**CMA/CNA: FT – All Shifts $4,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year 
commitment. Must be a Certified Medication Aide for Texas and must maintain 
a Certified Nurse Aide for Texas

**Full Time Sign On Bonus Offered

  Benefits Offered:
   Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

   Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.

Please go to our website: www.CoryellHealth.org for summary of posted jobs.

   If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality     

   team; apply in person or download an application from our web site:

E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org                                      EOE

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288

Assisted/Independent Living:  **CNA – FT, Days and nights $4,000 FT sign on bonus 
1-year commitment
Coryell Health Medical Clinic: LVN FT M-F 8a to 5p • CCMA FT M-F 8a to 5p • 
Registration Clerk - FT
Coryell Health Medical Clinic - Waco: Patient Registration Clerk - FT
Coryell Health Home Health: RN Case Manager – FT • PCA PRN - for Gatesville, Evant 
and Copperas Cove 
Culinary: Cook or Cook Assistant – FT Food Handlers Certification preferred • Dish 
Washer - FT
EMS:  **Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – FT sign on bonus of $8000 • **EMT B – PRN 
or FT sign on bonus of $4000
Emergency Department:  RN Nurse Manager – FT M-F 8a to 5p • **RN - FT Day 
$20,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment  •  **RN - FT Night Shift $20,000 FT sign 
on bonus 1-year commitment • Admissions Clerk – FT Sun & Mon 7p to 7a/Tue & Wed 
11p to 7a
Laboratory: Medical Lab Tech (MLT) – FT Night Shift, 3p to 3a or Days - Wed. Thur. & 
Fri. • MLT – PT 2nd Shift 3pm to 11pm; occasional Saturday day shift.
Material Management: Housekeeper – FT
Med Surg: **RN Acute Care Nurse Manager FT Days  • **RN House Supervisor - FT 7p 
to 7a $20,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment • RN – PRN Nights • LVN-PRN Nights 
• **CNA–FT Days and Nights $4,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment 
Patient Experience:  LSW – Care Transition Coordinator – PRN
Radiology:  CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological Technologist – PRN • Cath Lab Tech - PRN
Surgery:  **PACU/Cath Lab RN - FT Cardiac Cath Lab experience required-$10,000 Sign 
on bonus 1 year commitment • Cert Central Sterile Tech – PRN • Housekeeper - FT  

      **FULL TIME SIGN ON BONUS OFFERED** 
Benefits Offered:

• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave • Matching 457B investments

• Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances

EOE.

Please go to: www.CoryellHealth.org for summary of posted jobs. 
If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality 

team, apply in person or download an application from the web site.
E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org

037

Help Wanted
037

Help Wanted

See more classifieds on page 6

Subscribe Today!Subscribe Today! 254-865-5212254-865-5212

Local  •  Honest  •  CommunityLocal  •  Honest  •  Community



A6    The Gatesville Messenger WEDNESDAY, Jan. 26, 2022

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

 

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00029020

032

Miscellaneous
 

Want to buy - Antique guns, 
arrowheads, old knives, old 
West cowboy items; single 
items or collections. Call 817-
999-0293. 
00029030

 

40 ft. shipping containers for 
sale at Walmart. $5,995 or 
$6,495. For more informa-
tion, call (214) 912-7895. 
00029038

037

Help Wanted
 

Position available for RV 
Park Manager
We are seeking a reliable, 
outgoing, motivated, self-
starter to join our exciting 
Safari team. Applicants must 
be someone with organization 
and business skills that can 
provide excellent customer 
service and loves animals. 
Pro cient computer skills re-
quired. 
Responsibilities include mak-
ing reservations, checking 
in/out guests, coordinating 
timesheets for staff, market-
ing, day-to-day operations, 
tracking inventory, main-
taining the high standards of 
cleanliness throughout the 
RV Park, providing assistance 
with renting and collecting 
payments on additional com-
mercial and residential prop-
erties around the area.  
Weekend work required. Part-
time and full-time positions 
are available. Salary nego-
tiable. 
Send resumes to: jobsinctx@
gmail.com 
00029042

 

Position available for Part-
time House Keeping
We are seeking a reliable, out-
going, motivated, self-starter 
to join our exciting Safari 
team.
Essential Requirements:
Weekends and Monday are a 
must between 11 am to 5 pm, 
on-call for additional days 
when needed. 10-20 hours per 
week - speci c days and hours 
of work will vary depending 
on scheduling and level of 
business. Must be self-moti-
vated and able to work with 
very limited supervision, have 
good organization skills, and 
attention to detail. Must be 
able to bend, stoop and lift 25 
pounds. Need reliable trans-
portation. Background check 
- NO PAST CRIMINAL HIS-
TORY
You will be responsible for:
Cleaning, stocking all build-
ings at the park, 2 restrooms 
in the retail center, and other 
properties as needed.
$9/hour with the opportunity 
to advance.
Send resumes to: jobsinctx@
gmail.com 
00029043

 

All positions available at 
meat processing plant. Apply 
in person at Hamilton Quality 
Meats, 1205 S. Rice, Hamil-
ton, TX. For more info., call 
254-386-4646. 
00029014

 

Laborer/Carpenter needed for 
local Gatesville commercial 
construction project. Respon-
sibilities to include: rough 
carpentry, stocking materials, 
job site cleanliness, minor de-
molition, etc. Pay determined 
by experience and skill set. 
Call 214-471-6105. 
00029052

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!
 Experienced Shingle Roofers 
to work on North Fort Hood 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSI-
CAL and BACKGROUND 
CHECK TO OBTAIN AC-
CESS TO MILITARY BAS-
ES. CONTACT JOHNSON 
ROOFING AT 254-662-5571 
OR VIA EMAIL LFULLER@
JROOF.COM
00029013

 

045

Services

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00028875
 

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential & Commercial
Complete Re-Roofs and 

Repairs
Fully Insured

Insurance Assistance
254-662-9900 or

Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 
00029022

  

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC
Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured.  00029033

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00029015

 

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00029016

 

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00029017

  

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287.  00029018

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,  Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613
00029019

 

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00029021

 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00029024

 

060

Garage Sale
 

25 CENT SALE Tues., 01/25 
- Sat., 01/29.  Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. 
Main.  
00029028

 

Land for sale: 3/4 acre, 104 
Sandy Lane, Gatesville, TX 
76528. Call 430-342-1428 for 
more information. Land goes 
to highest bidder.  
00029034

 

I BUY HOUSES, LOTS 
AND ACREAGE.
CASH OFFERS, 

ANY CONDITION.
254-644-3090

00029023

074

Houses for Rent
 

Country Living: 2BR, 2 Bath, 
10 miles west of Gatesville 
on CR 177. $850 per month, 
$850 security deposit. Avail-
able mid-February. Call 214-
683-3931. 
00029047

099

Public Notices
 

Public Notice

The annual meeting for The 
Grove Water Supply Corpora-
tion will be held at The Grove 
Community Center on Thurs-
day, February 10, 2022.  The 
business meeting will start at 
7:00 P.M.  No election will 
take place due to two board 
members running unopposed 
for expired positions.

Glenn Schwanke
 President

The Grove WSC 
00029049

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters of Adminis-
tration for the Estate of Al-
ice Faye Mainers Suddreth, 
Deceased, were issued on 
December 30, 2021 in Cause 
No. 20-10391, pending in 
the County Court of Coryell 
County, Texas to Mary Ellen 
Suddreth Syvrud.
Claims may be presented in 
care of the attorney for the es-
tate, address as follows:
Mary Ellen Suddreth Syvrud, 
Independent Administrator
Estate of Alice Faye Mainers 
Suddreth, Deceased
c/o Lauren B. Peters
Malouf Nakos Jackson & 
Swinson, P.C.
12222 Merit Drive, Ste. 1000
Dallas, Texas 75251
All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered, 
are required to present them 
within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
Dated this 20th day of Janu-
ary, 2022.
MALOUF NAKOS JACK-
SON & SWINSON, P.C.
By: Lauren B. Peters
State Bar No. #24069430
Email: lpeters@mnjslaw.com
12222 Merit Drive, Suite 
1000
Dallas, Texas 75251
Telephone: (214) 273-0600
Facsimile: (214) 273-0601
ATTORNEY(S) FOR THE 
INDEPENDENT EXECU-
TOR     00029057

The Gatesville Police Department
has the following openings:

o  Patrol Division
  rti ation r ir
 s onsi l  or r s on in  to alls or s rvi  n or in  

la s an  or inan s  an  ov rall ri  r v ntion 

Co o  Dis at
 s onsi l  or ans rin   an  a inistrativ  alls  
at rin  in or ation an  is at in  a ro riat  r s on rs 
 nt rin  an  r tri vin  in or ation in art nt o t rs 

Full job description/requirements and application download:

www.gatesvilletx.com
Look under Departments tab > Employment Opportunities

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND INTENT TO OBTAIN 
AIR PERMIT (NORI) RENEWAL 

PERMIT NUMBER 48770

APPLICATION. Ratliff Ready-Mix, LP, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for 
renewal of Air Quality Permit Number 48770, which would authorize continued operation of the Concrete Batch Plant 
located at 3306 S State Highway 36, Gatesville, Coryell County, Texas 76528. This link to an electronic map of the site or 
facility's general location is provided as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For exact location, refer
to application. 
https://tceq.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=db5bac44afbc468bbddd360f8168250f&marker=-
97.711667%2C31.410556&level=12.  The existing facility is authorized to emit the following air contaminants: particulate 
matter including particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns or less and 2.5 microns or less. 

This application was submitted to the TCEQ on January 7, 2022. The application will be available for viewing and copying 
at the TCEQ central office, TCEQ Waco regional office, and the Gatesville Public Library, 111 N 8th Street, Gatesville, 
Coryell County, Texas beginning the first day of publication of this notice. The facility’s compliance file, if any exists, is 
available for public review in the Waco regional office of the TCEQ.  

The executive director has determined the application is administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of 
the application. Information in the application indicates that this permit renewal would not result in an increase in allowable
emissions and would not result in the emission of an air contaminant not previously emitted. The TCEQ may act on this 
application without seeking further public comment or providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if 
certain criteria are met. 

PUBLIC COMMENT. You may submit public comments to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. The 
TCEQ will consider all public comments in developing a final decision on the application and the executive director will 
prepare a response those comments. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the 
TCEQ’s jurisdiction to address in the permit process. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. You may request a contested case hearing if you are a
person who may be affected by emissions of air contaminants from the facility. If requesting a contested case 
hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name (or for a group or association, an official representative), 
mailing address, daytime phone number; (2) applicant’s name and permit number; (3) the statement “[I/we] 
request a contested case hearing;” (4) a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the 
application and air emissions from the facility in a way not common to the general public; (5) the location and 
distance of your property relative to the facility; (6) a description of how you use the property which may be 
impacted by the facility; and (7) a list of all disputed issues of fact that you submit during the comment period. If 
the request is made by a group or association, one or more members who have standing to request a hearing 
must be identified by name and physical address. The interests the group or association seeks to protect must 
also be identified. You may also submit your proposed adjustments to the application/permit which would satisfy 
your concerns.  

The deadline to submit a request for a contested case hearing is 15 days after newspaper notice is published.  If 
a request is timely filed, the deadline for requesting a contested case hearing will be extended to 30 days after 
mailing of the response to comments. 

If any requests for a contested case hearing are timely filed, the Executive Director will forward the application and any 
requests for a contested case hearing to the Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting. 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Unless the application is directly referred to a contested case hearing, the executive director will mail the response to 
comments along with notification of Commission meeting to everyone who submitted comments or is on the mailing list for 
this application. The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the requestor 
submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a 
hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and 
material air quality concerns submitted during the comment period. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic 
safety, and zoning are outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction to address in this proceeding. 

MAILING LIST. In addition to submitting public comments, you may ask to be placed on a mailing list for this application 
by sending a request to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. Those on the mailing list will receive copies of 
future public notices (if any) mailed by the Office of the Chief Clerk for this application.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically at 
www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the 
Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you 
provide, including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public 
record. For more information about this permit application or the permitting process, please call the Public Education 
Program toll free at 1-800-687-4040. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040. 

Further information may also be obtained from Ratliff Ready-Mix, LP, 1503 Lyndon B. Johnson Freeway, Suite 400, 
Dallas, Texas 75234-6007 or by calling Ms. Shannon Bennett, Martin Marietta at (254) 227-2773. 

Notice Issuance Date: January 18, 2022 
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We’re proud to offer assisted living that 

feels like home on a full-time or respite 

care basis. To learn more:

CoryellHealth.org | (254) 248-6293

feel at home.

Residences

Choose to

Year-round uses for the holiday tree
I grew up in a house where Jan. 

1 was often the official day for 
taking down the Christmas tree.

But as the years went on, some-
times the tree would stay up a lit-
tle longer ... or even a lot longer.

In order to offer my support, 
here are some suggestions that 
might make that tree a little more 
timely, a few year-round possi-
bilities for the holiday tree.

At some point, preferably be-
fore Feb. 14, it’s time to remove 
the Christmas ornaments, but the 
tree can still stand tall.

Until the middle of February, 
your tree could feature a New 
Year’s Day baby, bedecked with 
his 2022 ribbon, to add a differ-
ent kind of holiday festivity. And 
it will keep the tree timely for a 
few more weeks.

In mid-February, it’s time to 
add some hearts to the tree, and 
maybe a cupid or two.

March provides an opportu-
nity to celebrate the Irish and 
all things green with a few lucky 
shamrocks.

April brings us to Easter, and 
what better way to showcase 
those incredibly decorated eggs 

than by hanging a few on the 
tree? You could add a few of 
those perennial favorites, Peeps, 
in their neon array of colors and 
bunny or chick shapes.

May is a month when flowers 
are often prominent, so a few on 
the tree would really add a dash 
of color and festivity.

June is flag day, so an assort-
ment of miniature American flags 
would  

really liven up the tree. And 
best of all, they can remain at 
the forefront throughout July, 
as we celebrate Independence 
Day the next month. Although 
a firecracker or sparkler might 
add pizzazz to the tree (or even a 
Roman candle or two), that’s not 
something I, the fire department 
or the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission could recommend. 
Plus, fireworks are frowned upon 
inside most city limits these days.

August offers an opportunity to 
be a bit creative. It’s the dog days 
of summer, so photos of favorite 
family canines could spruce up 
the tree. Those who prefer cats 
(or more exotic pets) can adjust 
their decorations accordingly.

September is the beginning of 
football season, and that’s my 
family’s  favorite spectator sport. 
So let’s hang a few miniature 
footballs on   the tree and maybe 
place a helmet atop the tree. As 
for which team’s  helmet, that 
could change from week to week, 
and maybe add an element  of 

competition itself.
How about an October with a 

jack o’ lantern themed tree, com-
plete with  a few mini pumpkins? 
And if those pumpkins aren’t 
carved, well, they  could linger 
another month and add to the 
autumn atmosphere.

Turkey decor, Indian corn and 
those aforementioned pump-
kins are the  perfect trimming for 
the November holiday tree. And 
maybe a Puritan- style hat and 
Indian headdress atop the tree.

That brings us back full circle, 
and the holiday tree is still stand-
ing strong.

On one hand, the holiday tree 
could save families the time and 
hassle  of having to put up and 
take down the tree each year. On 
the other hand, it’s that tem-
porary status in the home that 
makes the tree special.

So readers, it’s up to you. A 
year-round holiday tree in your 
home, or the traditional but 
fleeting Christmas tree?

If celebrating the Reason for 
the Season (Jesus’ birth) is your 
aim, might I suggest a nativity 
scene in place of (or in addition 

to) the traditional Christmas/
holiday tree?

One word of advice. If you plan 
to go the year-round holiday 
tree route, an artificial one would 
probably work best.

***
Tallulah’s take: That’s inter-

esting Daddy, and pretty funny! 
I have a few suggestions of my 
own. 

How about bacon and doggy 
treats on that tree for a certain 
special someone? Or for those 
who have cats, catnip and kitty 
cat treats? Of course, you have 
to be careful there. I can imagine 
quite a few knocked over trees 
caused by excited pets enjoying 
those new additions.

You also have to be sure you 
allow your pets plenty of op-
portunities to go outside and 
“take care of business” when-
ever needed. Otherwise, you may 
find pets leaving some unwanted 
and unpleasant things under that 
tree.

Jeff Osborne and Tallulah can 
be reached at jeff@gatesvillemes-
senger.com.

Jeff’s Reflections &

Lu’s Views

By Jeff Osborne & Tallulah
Jeff Osborne is senior staff writer 
and editor for the Gatesville Messen-
ger and Tallulah is his trusted bor-
der collie-Jack Russell terrier mix.

farmers would often at-
tract cowboys and farmers 
who came to town for a good 
time and a few “refresh-
ments.”

On a Tuesday afternoon, 
Sept. 9, 1890, an incident 
would occur at the Ruby 
Saloon that would create 
sensational headlines across 
the United States – from St. 
Louis, Missouri to the state 
of Oregon and beyond. One 
headline read “Two at One 
Shot, A Texas Pistol Which 
Shot Like a Gatling Gun,” 
while another headline read 
“Two Men Killed by One Shot 
in Texas.” 

Gatesville was placed on 
the map in an “old west” type 
of story following a deadly 
shooting.

Although accounts varied 
in the newspapers and in lat-
er versions of the story, the 
fact remains that two young 
men died at the Ruby Saloon 
as the result of one bullet 
from a Colt. 45 six-shooter 
by the bar keeper.

The bar keeper, Henry 
Vogel, was 23 years of age 
at the time and was de-
scribed as a nice, quiet young 
man. He was the only son of 
French immigrants, Paul and 
Elizabeth Vogel, who came 
to the United States in 1853. 
His father, who was known 
as a shoe and boot mak-
er, established a business 
in Gatesville around 1882, 
which later became a thriv-
ing business on Main Street. 
Their son, Henry, found em-
ployment at the Ruby Saloon 
just a few blocks down from 

his father’s establishment.
On the day of the shoot-

ing, Lee Basham, who was 28 
years old, accompanied by 
his nephew, John Wilkey who 
was 18, both Coryell Coun-
ty farmers, decided to visit 
the saloon where both men 
would soon meet their un-
timely deaths.

The account of the shoot-
ing which appeared in a St. 
Louis newspaper stated that 
a quarrel occurred between 
Basham and the bar keeper 
resulting in Basham throw-
ing a glass at Vogel.

Years later, local resi-
dent Uncle Bob Saunders 
would write a story about 
the shooting as told to him 
by a person who witnessed 
the incident. “Basham and 
Wilkey came into the saloon 
and he [Basham] ordered a 
drink. After Vogel served 
them, an argument arose, 
and Basham started over the 
bar after Vogel.”

Saunders wrote that Vogel 
owned a pearl-handled .45 
Colt six-shooter which at 
that time was known as the 
“great equalizer,” being how 
it made little men the equal 
of big fellows. Henry Vogel 
had even named his gun “Ol’ 
Betsy.”

Vogel, knowing that 
Basham always carried a 
gun on his hip, got excit-
ed and grabbed Ol’ Betsy 
and took a shot at Basham 
in self-defense, not notic-
ing that Basham’s nephew, 
John Wilkey, was trying to 
pull Basham away from the 
conflict. 

A newspaper account re-
ported that the bullet struck 
Basham just above his collar 

bone near his throat, severed 
his spinal cord and went en-
tirely through his body com-
ing out just above his left 
hip, there upon entering the 
forehead of Wilkey, coming 
out the back of his head and 
then striking the wall behind 
them. Thus, a single bullet 
killed both men.

Vogel was arrested and 
charged with manslaugh-
ter and later released on a 
$2,000 bond. Court re-
cords reflect that his bond 
was later reduced to $1,500 
and that he was backed by 
several notable citizens of 
Gatesville. Following a trial, 
Vogel was found not guilty, 
presumably from a plea of 
self-defense, and released 
on Feb. 13, 1891.

Upon his death, the inno-
cent victim in the shooting, 
18-year-old John Wilkey, 
was laid to rest in a cor-
ner lot of a family cemetery 
known as Arrowood Cem-
etery a few miles east of 
Gatesville. Lee Basham, who 
left behind a wife and a one-
year-old son, was laid to rest 
at the King Cemetery located 
in the King Community.

As for the shooter, Henry 
Vogel, soon after being vin-
dicated, he and his family 
sold the property that they 
owned in Gatesville and re-
located to Corsicana. Vogel 
lived with his sister, Emma 
Redden and her family. He 
would later die as single per-
son at the age of 40. 

It can be assumed that 
Vogel never really recovered 
from the fact that he had 
killed two young men even 
though it was considered an 
act of self-defense.

SHOOTING
FROM PAGE A7

DAVID SCOTT| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The tombstone for Lee Basham, who was shot during an altercation at the Ruby Saloon.

DAVID SCOTT| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The tombstone for John Wilkey, who was shot while trying to prevent a fight at the Ruby Saloon.
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Tennis team tops Killeen in GHS tourney
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE

STAFF WRITER

Frigid temperatures did not 
sway Gatesville High School’s 
Hornet tennis team from domi-
nating the Killeen Kangaroos by 
an 11-2 margin Friday at the GHS 
Tennis Courts.

All eight courts were filled with 
athletes eager to win for their re-
spective teams. But all eyes gazed 
upon the 2021 Class 4A girls state 
singles runner-up, senior Stormy 
Tatum, on the first court.

Tatum battled for her first 
victory over Killeen’s Nikola 
Schrovska.

Tatum and Schrovska met be-
fore, with Schrovska being the 
victor in the previous two matches 
leading up to Friday’s contest. 

The competition was fierce be-
tween the two Friday, but Tatum 
was dedicated, focused, and de-
termined in defeating Schrovska 
in three sets, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4.

“I was honed in and focused,” 
Tatum said after that match. “I 
tried to focus on every single 
point and not think about the 
point before or think about the 
point that was about to come af-
ter. I was just very much in the 
present with my game style to-
day.”

GHS tennis head coach Wen-
dell Jones was proud of his team’s 
performance in their first tourna-
ment of the season.

“Everyone has stepped up and 
played very well,” Jones said.

The Hornets showed their skills 
versus the Kangaroos.

Slone Early was one of them, de-
feating both his boys singles op-
ponents with ease. Early swept his 
first opponent, Javier De La Cruz, 
6-0, 6-0. In his second match, he 
defeated Sehen Camba 8-3.

Alex Scott and Carlo Martinez 
won their matches for Gatesville 
in boys doubles, 6-0, 6-3. 

Jesse Strange and Milton 
Walters also won their boys 
doubles matches, 6-1, 6-0.

Julee Sun and Ty Warren of 
GHS won their mixed doubles 
match (6-1, 6-0) but fell short 
in their second match (8-4).

Callie Smith and Kacey Fitzer 
won both of their girls doubles 
matches. Smith and Fitzer won 
their matches 6-2, 7-6, and 
8-2 in their second match. 

Preslea Edmond and Olivia 
Walker of GHS won their girls 
doubles matches, 6-0, 6-1.

Bri Alexander and Dayne 
Zacha won in mixed doubles, 
8-5.

Gatesville’s team will travel 
to Pflugerville on Jan. 28 
for the Pflugerville ISD ten-
nis tournament. The match-
es will begin at 8:30 a.m. at 
the Pflugerville High School 
courts. 

TRISTON MCGEHEE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

(Top) Slone Early receives the ball and prepares to return it in action against Killeen. (Below) Stormy Tatum defeated Nikola Schrovska.

Hornets fall to Tigers in Glen Rose basketball contest
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE

STAFF WRITER

The Hornets fell to their District 6-4A boys 
basketball foe, the Glen Rose Tigers, 69-55 
on Friday in Tiger Arena in Glen Rose. 

The Hornets (12-15 overall, 1-2 in district) 
came into the game coming off a thriller vic-
tory over Stephenville on Tuesday, but came 
up short against the Tigers (17-5 overall, 1-1 
in district). Jack Carroll led the Hornets in 
points with 15 versus Glen Rose. Carroll cap-
italized on five 2-pointers, a three-pointer, 
and sank both of his free throw attempts. 

The Hornets trailed Glen Rose early, with 
the Tigers outscoring the Hornets 17-6 by 
the end of the first quarter. During the sec-
ond quarter, the Hornets retaliated, making 
the score 12-11 over the Tigers. At intermis-
sion, the score was 28-18, Glen Rose. 

During the third quarter, the game was 
competitive with Glen Rose edging out 
Gatesville, 20-16. The score heading into the 
final quarter was 48-34, Glen Rose.

Heading into the fourth quarter, the Hor-
nets tried to get back into the game. Both 
teams finished strong in the fourth quarter, 
with each team scoring 21 points, bringing 

the final score to 69-55, Glen Rose.
Tyler Shea finished the game with 14 

points on the night. While his teammate 
Carter Williams finished the game with 10 
points.

The Hornets traveled to Lampasas on 
Tuesday to take on the Badgers (19-10 over-
all, 2-0 in district). Results from this game 
will be in a future edition. 

Lady Hornets fall to Lady Tigers, 84-28
The Gatesville Lady Hornets did not have 

the game they wanted on Friday, in their Dis-
trict 6-4A girls basketball contest against 
Glen Rose Lady Tigers (26-4 overall, 4-0 in 

district) at Tiger Arena in Glen Rose.
The Lady Hornets (4-17 overall, 0-4 in 

district) struggled to slow 11th-ranked Glen 
Rose’s scoring, and the Lady Tigers led the 
entire game. 

Taylor Coward led the charge for the Lady 
Hornets on offense, scoring 14 points on the 
night. Charlie Sommerfeld, Kagen Hunt and 
Aliyah Trotter scored three points each in 
the contest.

The Lady Hornets traveled to Lampasas 
on Tuesday to take on the Lady Badgers (23-
8 overall, 2-2 in district). Results from the 
game will be in the next edition.

Lady Elks beat Sidney, fall to Priddy in basketball action
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE

STAFF WRITER

Evant High School’s Lady Elks 
played well in their District 18-1A 
girls basketball win over the Sidney 
Lady Eagles, 60-43, Jan. 21 at the 
Evant High School Gym.

The Lady Elks (8-9 overall, 4-4 in 
district) and Lady Eagles (3-8 over-
all, 0-4 in district) met earlier in 
district play, resulting in an over-
time win for the Lady Elks.

This time, the Lady Elks outpaced 

the Lady Eagles in every quarter. 
The team effort was essential in 
this game, with each of the Lady 
Elks making their mark on the 
scoreboard. 

“I was very proud of the girls to-
night; every one of them stepped 
up and played well.” EHS girls head 
coach Chad Baker stated in an 
email. 

Emiliegh Burton led the Lady Elks 
in scoring, followed by her team-
mate Molly Waldrum with 16. Bree 
Ramirez scored six points, while 

Luwi Rodriguez and Caeleigh Bur-
kham had five points each. Hailey 
Neri finished with four points, and 
Izzy Gandy had two. 

According to Baker, the girls put 
in a great week of practice and 
proved that the team is a scoring 
threat.

“This win should give us good 
momentum going into a tough 
matchup against Gustine next 
week.”  Baker shared in the email.

Evant traveled to Gustine to play 
the Lady Tigers (12-13 overall, 5-3 

in district). Results from that game 
will be in a future edition.

The Priddy Pirates overwhelmed 
their competition on Tuesday, de-
feating their District 18-1A girls 
basketball foe, the Evant Lady Elks 
61-24, at the Priddy High School 
Gym. 

The Lady Pirates (18-3 overall, 
6-0 in district) came into the game 
undefeated in district play, and the 
game plan for the Lady Elks was to 
keep their offense at bay. The Lady 
Elks did not get the results they 

wanted by the end of the matchup.
Luwi Rodriguez led the Lady Elks 

in points, scoring 10, followed by 
Emiliegh Burton with eight and 
Hailey Neri with six.

“The one silver lining to this 
game was that more of our players 
were looking to get involved and 
try to attack the basket,” EHS girls 
head coach Chad Baker stated in an 
email. “And that is what we are go-
ing to need to help us finish out the 
season.”

Triston@gatesvillemessenger.com

Oglesby downs Gholson, Cranfills Gap in hoops games
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE

STAFF WRITER

Oglesby was hitting on all cylinders in its 
District 25-1A boys basketball matchup de-
feating Gholson, 76-20 Friday in the Oglesby 
High School Gym.

Gholson (1-12 overall, 1-4 in district) 
could not stop the fierce scoring action of 
Blake Thompson and Aiden Gomez. The duo 
led the team in scoring with Thompson scor-
ing 22 points and Gomez scoring 18. The 
Tigers were efficient and controlled the game 
from beginning to end. 

Oglesby (4-5 overall, 2-3 in district) had an 
explosive first quarter, outscoring the Wild-
cats 28-4 four early. 

Thompson was clicking in the first quarter, 
sinking four two pointers, a three pointer, 
plus two free throws. 

The Tigers stayed on the accelerator in the 
second quarter, outscoring the Wildcats 13-
6. Oglesby held an overwhelming lead head-
ing into intermission, 41-10.

The Tigers shot well in the third quar-
ter, with Gomez scoring on four field goals. 
Thompson hit on a 3-pointer and a 2-point-
er. The Tigers outscored the Wildcats 22-7 
by the end of the third quarter, making the 
score 63-17 Oglesby.

In the fourth quarter, Oglesby continued 
its scoring dominance, scoring 13 points to 
finish the night strong, while Gholson only 
scored three points, concluding the 56-point 
victory. 

The Tigers were scheduled to play Aquilla 
(11-6 overall, 4-1 in district) on Tuesday, 
and the results from that game will be in a 
future edition. 

Lady Tigers defeat Lady Wildcats, 43-14
Oglesby High School’s Lady Tigers were 

just as efficient as the boys in their game 
Friday, defeating the Lady Wildcats, 43-14 in 
the Oglesby High School Gym.

The Lady Tigers held the lead the entire 
game, outscoring the Lady Wildcats (4-3 
overall, 2-3 in district) in every quarter. Matti 
Dixon excelled in scoring, leading the Lady 
Tiger’s with 23 points. OHS coach Jeb Dixon 
credited the girls success rebounding in and 
playing well defensively. 

The Lady Tigers held a 10-4 advantage 
over the Lady Wildcats early. Dixon was 
the only scorer in the quarter, making five 
2-pointers to elevate her team early. 

The second quarter brought an offensive 
explosion for the Lady Tigers. Dixon started 
right where she left off, shooting five more 
2-pointers and a free-throw. The Lady Ti-

gers would end the second quarter, outscor-
ing the Lady Wildcats 20-2, making the score 
30-6 at intermission. 

The third quarter was a bit slower, but the 
Lady Tigers still came out with a 7-2 ad-
vantage, concluding the third quarter with 
a 37-8 lead for Oglesby. The final quarter 
remained steady with both teams scoring six 
points each, producing the final 29-point 
margin.

The Aquilla Lady Cougars (14-11 overall, 
7-1 district) were scheduled the Lady Tigers 
at the Oglesby High School Gym Tuesday. 
Results from that contest will be in a future 
edition.

Oglesby edges Cranfills Gap, 45-44
Oglesby High School’s Tigers escaped Fri-

day’s District 25-1A boys basketball contest 
versus the Cranfills Gap Lions with a 45-44 
victory at the Cranfills Gap High School Gym.

The first quarter brought a hard-fought 
matchup with both teams fighting to end the 
half in their favor. Oglesby would jump out 
to a one-point advantage heading into the 
second quarter, 14-13 Oglesby. 

The second quarter, the Lions outscored 
the Tigers 11-6, making the score 24-20 at 
intermission.

In the third quarter, the game flipped mo-

mentum again, this time with Oglesby tak-
ing advantage outpacing Cranfills Gap 13-5 
bringing the score to 33-29, Oglesby. 

Cranfills Gap was not done fighting, eras-
ing the deficit by one point. 

Oglesby’s Blake Thompson paced the team 
in scoring with 15 points, followed closely by 
teammate Hunter Walters with 14 points. 

Lady Tigers fall, 36-44
Oglesby High School’s Lady Tigers fell 

short against their District 25-1A foe, the 
Cranfills Gap Lady Lions, 36-44 Friday at the 
Cranfills Gap High School Gym.

Matti Dixon led the Lady Tigers in points, 
scoring 14 on the night. Lacie Luckie was 
right behind Dixon, scoring 11 points.

Cranfills Gap raced to a 13-4 lead by the 
end of the first quarter. In the second quar-
ter, the Lady Tigers bounced back to out-
score the Lady Lions 14-7, making the score 
tight, 27-26, with Cranfills Gap holding the 
narrow lead at intermission.

The Tigers kept the edge in the third quar-
ter, outscoring the Lady Lions 15-12, con-
cluding the quarter with a 39-26 advantage 
in favor of the Lady Lions.

The Lady Tigers then outscored the Lady 
Lions 10-5, but ultimately fell short by the 
eight-point margin.


