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QUESTION  
& ANSWER CORNER
Q: Where does the police dispatch 
information come from?

A: The Dispatch is compiled from 
information obtained from local 
law enforcement agencies.

Send us your questions:
editor@gatesvillemessenger.com

Call: 254-865-5212

Write: P.O. Box 799, Gatesville,  
TX 76528

Gatesville head football coach resigns
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

Gatesville High School head foot-
ball coach Luke Howard said family 
matters led to his decision to step 
down.

Athletic director Rickey Phillips 
said that long hours and time away 
from family during seasons for 
sports is something that weighs on 
most coaches.

“We hate to lose him, but we’re 
opening it up and taking applica-
tions until Jan. 17,’’ Phillips said. 
“We’ll go through the process.’’

Officially, Howard turned in his 
resignation Monday, Dec. 13. He 
met with the team Tuesday to in-

form the players of the decision.
“I told them that I still support 

them and I’ll be around going to 
their games,’’ Howard said. “It’s a 
tough decision, but it comes down 
to more time with the family.’’

Howard, a Gatesville native and 
2007 GHS graduate, served as head 
coach the last three seasons and 
led the Hornets to an 8-23 record.

The Hornets had back-to-back 
playoff berths in 2020 and 2021.

“I am extremely grateful for my 
time at Gatesville,’’ Howard said. “It 
has been a great experience work-
ing for GISD.”

The Hornets had some hurdles to 
overcome during Howard’s tenure. 

The program started with a stretch 
that reached 700 days before earn-
ing their first win under Howard. A 
14-game losing streak for the pro-
gram ended with a 22-16 win over 
Hillsboro in 2020. The 14-game 
skid included two losses to end 
Kyle Cooper’s tenure with the Hor-
nets in 2018.

The uncertainty of the COVID-19 
pandemic was another factor. At 
the peak of the pandemic, Gates-
ville had two games missed be-
cause of opponents (Lorena and 
Lampasas) testing positive. The 
Hornets had to forfeit their 2020 
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Luke Howard celebrates a Gatesville win over the Hillsboro Eagles. Howard re-
signed this week to pursue another career to spend more time with family.

A special place to play
BY DAVID SCOTT

STAFF WRITER

In 2018, a discussion began at Coryell Com-
munity Church about the possibility of con-
structing an all-abilities playground on church 
property which would allow kids, no matter 
their physical, social, or mental ability, to play 
together. 

CCC pastor Daniel Crowther was quoted in 
2018 as saying “the playground being located 
in Gatesville will provide the citizens of Co-
ryell County with access to a resource they 
would otherwise have to travel more than 30 
miles to obtain.”

Construction began on the playground this 
year and recently culminated with a dedica-
tion and ribbon- cutting ceremony on Dec. 12. 
It has been tagged as the first all-abilities play-
ground in Coryell County.  Crowther credits 
his wife, Danielle, with first introducing him to 
an all-abilities playground in Round Rock. 

“I had never seen anything like it,” he said. 
“I saw all the different kids that were coming 
to the playground, and I thought this is what 
heaven must be like. There were kids of all 
abilities playing with one another and no one 
was hindered.”

The 7,500 square feet playground, which has 
been described as a “sensory-rich” environ-
ment, will enable the development of all chil-
dren. The park was especially designed to be 
more friendly to those who might be suffering 
from sensory issues.

Crowther described his members as having 
a “vision” about the proposed playground. “In 
November of 2018, over three years ago, you 
[the members] caught that vision and in that 
amount of time together and from your own 

generosity, we’ve raised over $233,000 dollars 
to make this vision a reality.”

Speaking about the public access to the 
playground, which is located adjacent to the 
church, Crowther said, “We are a church here 
for this community and anyone in this com-
munity can come there. There is not a lock on 
the gates. Anyone can come and let their kids 
play here.” 

“We hope that they [the public] know that 
this is a place that they can grow closer to God 

and closer to one another.” He also encour-
aged those present at the dedication to share 
the news about the playground. “Be inviting to 
people to come and to take part of this bless-
ing that God has given all of us.”

CCC children’s minister Nicole Shonkwiler 
was quoted as saying, “We hope that this play-
ground can be used to make amazing memo-
ries with family and friends. We pray that this 
playground is a place for families to visit for 
years to come.”

Local youth finds a sweet way to donate to charity
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

For more than two years, Bryson 
Stevens, 10, of Gatesville, has 
been combining two of his pas-
sions - a love for sno cones and 
shaved ice and a desire to help 
others.

On a recent Sunday, Bryson and 
his mom, Tisa Stevens were able 
to see the fruits of those fund-
raising efforts, as an all abilities 
playground was opened at Cory-
ell Community Church. Bryson 
was one of many area residents 
who donated money to make the 
dream of the playground become 
a reality, and church leaders had 
him cut the ribbon at a dedication 
ceremony on Dec. 12.

“When COVID hit, we wanted 
something to do, and he loves sno 
cones, so I ordered a small ma-
chine. We started out with 13 to 
15 flavors and opened a business 
in our garage. We’d drag tables 
out every day. He wanted to make 
sure we gave back to the commu-

nity and the church.
“He said, ‘Mom, how about 

we give to the all-abilities play-
ground,’ so 10 percent of all the 
sales went to that. People would 
sometimes give extra and tell him 
to put it toward the playground. 
The first year was amazing, and 
every month we’d write a check as 
part of our donation.”

Tisa said she preferred not to 
say how much the donation was, 
saying that was between Bryson 
and the Lord.

“His amount was not that big of 
a deal, but it was from his heart,” 
she said.

“Since the playground is paid 
for, I’m sure we’ll find some-
thing else to donate to. There 
are always so many needs in the 
community and we want to help. 
Bryson is so diligent. He’s 10 and 
has had some language delays, so 
it’s amazing that he could be part 
of that.”

Tisa said the sno cones sale pro-
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Bryson Stevens has turned his love of sno cones and shaved ice into a way to 
help raise money for things that help the community.

Burn ban 
won’t stop 
fireworks
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Although the Coryell County 
Commissioners Court enacted a 
burn ban effective at sunset Dec. 14, 
the use of fireworks in rural areas of 
the county will not be prohibited.

Gatesville Fire Chief Bill Vaden 
said dry conditions warranted a 
burn ban, but that conditions on 
the Keetch-Byram Drought Index 
(KBDI), which are used to determine 
fire potential, were not high enough 
to legally restrict fireworks use.

He noted that only applied to ru-
ral areas. Fireworks use is already 
prohibited within the city limits of 
Gatesville.

Vaden said although the burn ban 
was on the Dec. 14 Commissioners 
Court agenda, “I’m here for you to 
vote for rain,” he joked. “We are get-
ting to that dry season, and even if 
it rains I don’t see that stopping. I 
believe it’s time for a burn ban.”

Commissioners unanimously ap-
proved the burn ban but took no 
action on an agenda item related to 
prohibiting the sale and use of fire-
works in rural parts of the county 
from Dec. 20 through Jan. 1, 2022.

“With regards to the KBDI, we’re 
not there yet,” Vaden told commis-
sioners. “The KBDI has to be at least 
575, and we’re currently at 489.”

He said county officials could 
consider limiting the use of 
fireworks that have fins or are 
attached to sticks, but that he did 
not recommend that at this time.

“Last year we didn’t have any 
problems (with fires caused by fire-
works),” Vaden said. “I recommend 
we let them shoot (the fireworks). 
Most people are careful so we 
should not ban them at this point. I 
do hope we get some rain before the 
sale of fireworks begins, but I think 
we’re OK, personally.”

County Judge Roger Miller em-
phasized the need for safety.

“What’s important is to get the 
word out for people to use (fire-
works) responsibly,” he said.

Vaden said there have been years 
in the past when the KBDI was ap-
proaching 600 or higher, such as in 
2011, when it was important to pro-
hibit fireworks use.

“We just want the public to be 
careful and stay safe,” he said. “I 
don’t think at this point we can re-
strict the use of fireworks in rural 
parts of the county by law, but they 
are already restricted within city 
limits. I encourage the responsible 
use of fireworks.”
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Local youth enjoy the new all abilities playground which recently opened at Coryell Community Church. 
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proceeds that are not donated 
to charity go into Bryson’s college 
fund.

Because of demand for Bryson’s 
sno cones, Tisa bought a larger 

commercial grade machine and 
donated the smaller machine to the 
church.

“We’re hoping to have something 
mobile this summer, something we 
could hook up and pull to the park 
or other locations around town.”

While Bryson enjoys making sno 
cones for others, he also enjoys 

them himself.
“He loves a good sno cone and he 

would always come up with differ-
ent flavors and concoctions on his 
own, like blue dragon and Ameri-
can dragon,” Tisa said. “He would 
also have a little contest for people 
to help name different sno cone 
flavors.”

The sno cone stand was first 
open from 3-6 daily except Sunday 
and Monday and then expanded 
hours from noon to 6. It is sched-
uled to reopen during the spring 
and summer months in 2022.

“We also do birthday parties and 
events like Spring Fling at Texas 
Station,” Tisa said, adding that the 

sno cone stand has sometimes op-
erated in front of local businesses 
such as Vintage Royalty. In addition 
to sno cone sales, gift certificates 
are available.

Those who want updates on the 
sno cone stand can find them on 
Facebook at Bryson’s Sno-Dizzle.

BRYSON
FROM PAGE A1

playoff game with Carthage be-
cause of COVID-19.

“I feel like we have worked hard 
and have the program headed in 
the right direction,’’ Howard said. “I 
wish the program nothing but the 
best moving forward.” 

The Hornets’ program has bat-

tled numbers and tough competi-
tion in recent years.

The season records under How-
ard were 0-10, 4-6 and 4-7. In 12 
years under Cooper, the Hornets 
made the playoffs four times. The 
high-water mark was a 13-1 record 
for a Class 3A run to the quarterfi-
nals in 2012.

“Coach Howard did an outstand-
ing job of building the foundations 
of a great football program and 

leading with integrity,” said Dr. Bar-
rett Pollard, GISD superintendent. 
“He surrounded himself with qual-
ity coaches who cared about build-
ing character and discipline into 
our young men. 

“He did a fantastic job of leading 
his alma mater’s football program, 
and I am saddened to see him 
leave. We all wish him the best of 
luck as he pursues a career where 
he can spend more time with his 

young family.” 
Howard said he plans to stay in 

Gatesville.
“I would like to say “thank you” 

to the student-athletes, their par-
ents, and community for their ef-
forts and support during my time 
here,” he said. 

“This is a great community and I 
will always cherish my time leading 
the football program.’’

He was a ball boy on the 2000 

Gatesville state championship 
team while his father Steve Howard 
served as defensive coordinator. 
Howard was the quarterback for 
the Hornets for three seasons. He 
started on the varsity as a sopho-
more safety and broke in as a quar-
terback for a few games in relief of 
injured Casey Davidson.

Howard and his wife, Savanna, 
have two young children under age 
4.

COACH
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GATESVILLE ISD STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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GISD Superintendent Barrett Pollard presents a certificate of recognition to Journey Garrett.

GATESVILLE ISD STAFF SPOTLIGHT
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GISD Superintendent Barrett Pollard stands with Christa Hitt (left) and Joyce Cole.

GISD recognizes Journey Garrett, Christa Hitt & Joyce Cole
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR STARR WRITER

Compassion and encouragement 
are two things that stand out about 
Gatesville Junior High student Jour-
ney Garrett, who was recognized by 
the Gatesville Independent School 
District Board of Trustees during a 
Student Spotlight presentation on 
Dec. 13.

“We’re very proud of her,” GISD 
Superintendent Barrett Pollard 
said. “She is a wonderful, caring 
person who makes others feel wel-
come. She is an all-around great 
student and young lady and her 
teachers had some great things to 
say about her.”

Math teacher Lauren Wise said 
that Journey “works hard both in 
and out of the classroom and with 
a great attitude. I wish I had 20 
more just like her.”

Social studies teacher Stacy 
Kyle-Romel described Journey as 
“a wonderful young lady (who) is 
always polite. She is always trying 
to make sure she is caught up with 
her work and sometimes (is) even 
ahead of time.”

Language arts teacher Leigh 
Schwope said Journey “is a hard 
worker and is also very thought-
ful and kind to those around her. 
She asked me one day if she could 
write daily quotes on my board. 
Her quotes are very inspiring and 

the class really enjoys them. Her 
personal narrative was a very en-
tertaining story about her cow, 
Milky Way, that kept us smiling and 
laughing. Journey is truly one of a 
kind, and I know she has a bright 
future ahead.”

Principal Suzy Penrod said Jour-
ney goes above and beyond to 
reach out to help make others com-
fortable.

“When we have new students 
who have no idea where to sit in the 
cafeteria, Journey is one of those 
students who will welcome the new 
students and invite them to sit with 
her. She is trustworthy and has a 
kind and caring heart, Journey is a 
pleasure to have on campus.”

Cole, Hitt honored
Making a difference in people’s 

lives, whether students or their 
families, is a daily mission for Joyce 
Cole and Christa Hitt, who are so-
cial workers for the Gatesville Inde-
pendent School District.

Cole and Hitt were recently rec-
ognized during the Staff Spotlight 
presentation by the GISD Board of 
Trustees.

“During a family crisis or emer-
gency, they help our students and 
their families with resources and 
support,” GISD Superintendent Bar-
rett Pollard said. “If a student loses 
a parent or they become homeless, 
Joyce and Christa are on the front 
lines of helping our students. In 

cases of abuse or neglect, Christa 
and Joyce try to help our students 
through those traumatic incidents. 
Mrs. Hitt and Mrs. Cole become 
very familiar with the needs of our 
students and their families and try 
to help as much as possible.

“As you could see at our WINGS 
graduation, they are often very suc-
cessful at helping students who 
may be ‘at-risk’ of not graduat-
ing from high school. While they 
are very compassionate and pa-
tient with students as they battle 
through different hardships, they 
also have high expectations and 
want students to rise to the occa-
sion.”

Texas lowers price cap for electricity providers by almost half
BY GARY BORDERS

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

The state’s Public Utility 
Commission lowered the 
maximum allowable whole-
sale price for electricity by 
almost half, from $9,000 per 
megawatt hour to $5,000.

The move came after pric-
es soared to the maximum 
during last February’s dead-
ly freeze, causing financial 
havoc along with the wide-
spread power outages. 

A number of electric pro-
viders declared bankruptcy 
after being faced with enor-

mous bills, including Brazos 
Electric Power Cooperative 
and Griddy Energy.

As the Austin American-
Statesman reported, the 
state’s largely deregulated 
electricity market pro-
vides financial incentives to 
prompt power generators 
to deliver more electricity 
to the grid during peak de-
mand. 

But those incentives came 
with steep prices, and some 
Griddy customers received 
electric bills of nearly 
$10,000. Those bills were 

ultimately forgiven under an 
agreement negotiated by the 
attorney general’s office.

Peter Lake, chairman of 
the PUC, said lowering the 
price ceiling will “make sure 
the people of Texas are not 
exposed to those extraordi-
nary high prices” again, the 
Statesman reported.

However, the CEO of the 
state’s largest power gen-
erator worries the state has 
not done enough to insulate 
itself against another deadly 
freeze. 

Curt Morgan of Vistra 

Corp. said that while his 
company has spent $50 mil-
lion this year weatherizing 
more than a dozen plants, 
the state still hasn’t ensured 
a reliable natural gas supply. 

The Texas Railroad Com-
mission, which regulates 
the natural gas industry, is 
still working to finalize rules 
that would set weatheriza-
tion mandates. However, 
those rules would not go 
into effect until early 2023, 
the Texas Tribune reported.

State to get $35 billion in 
infrastructure funds

In the next five years 
Texas will get more than $35 
billion in federal funding for 
roads, public transportation 
and water system improve-
ments, The Dallas Morning 
News reported. The fund-
ing is part of the massive 
infrastructure bill Congress 
passed in November to pro-
vide $548 billion in new in-
vestments across the coun-
try over five years.

The state’s road system 
got a “D+” in a 2021 report 
card from the American So-
ciety of Civil Engineers.

“Current funding lev-
els and resources from the 
state’s gas tax are inade-
quate to keep up with Texas’ 
projected growth, leaving 
a $15 billion annual gap 
through 2040,” the engineer-
ing report said.

The federal funding also 
includes $1.2 billion for 
Texas airports, $537 million 
to replace and repair bridges 
and at least $100 million 
for broadband expansion, 
according to The Morning 
News.
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R & M Fencing & Dozing
Fence Row Clearing • Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing • Entryways • Corrals
Barns & Metal Buildings

Residential & Game Fencing

Larry Riddle
254-248-2205

Joyce McAdams
254-248-4318

Free Estimates                          Dozer Work Available

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291
1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528 254-248-4171

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT ROADS • DRIVES

Owner--Gary Gribble

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

MORSE BODY SHOP

James & Aerin Morse

254-865-5879 2209 E. Main St.

254-248-1666 Fax Gatesville, TX 76528

morsebodyshop@centurylink.net

Evant Feed & Fertilizer
H Deer Corn

H Bulk FeeD 

H rounD & Square BaleS 

H Fertilizer

H MuCh More

3 blocks West of the square
Evant, Texas 76525

254-471-5541

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Lyle Bomar
Sales

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office
254.216.5999 Mobile

254.865.9137 Fax

lyle.bomar@wbsupplies.com

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

midtexplumbing@gmail.com
Master Lic. No. M-42617

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX | 254-865-7575
All Insurances, Medicare and Medicaid

Directors of Public Relations/Marketing and Hospital Liaisons:
Susie Meelbusch, 254-383-2307 & Chelsae Desormeaux 254-760-6386

24-HOUR SKILLED NURSING CARE

REHABILITATION & LONG TERM CARE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Commercial • Residential • Claims Specialists

brianriddlerunningmroofing@gmail.com

Brian Riddle
Sales Representative

FREE ESTIMATES

254-223-1971

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

For Rent
Call Bailey for details.  
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Tristan James Hopson, son 
of Loyd and Kari Hopson of 
Mound, Don and Stacey Hyde 
of Gatesville, graduated from 
Tarleton State University in 
Stephenville Friday evening. 
Tristan received his bach-
elor’s degree in criminal jus-
tice. We are all so very proud 
of you, Tristan.

Ruby Caroline Pullen of 
Rockwall went to the barrel 
races in Las Vegas last week. 
Ruby qualified for the Mike 
and Sherrilynn Johnson’s 
Vegas Tuffest Junior World 
Finals in the 19U age group. 
Ruby made it to the short go 
but she hit a barrel. While in 
Vegas she also competed in 
the “All in” barrel race and 
fell at the bottom of the 2D 
barely missing a callback 
to the short go. Ruby had 
amazing runs on both of her 
horses, Mr. Pickles and Stella. 
Ruby enjoyed the experience 
and said she will go back. 
(Marmi) Nancy Dixon and Bar-
bara Hopson spent a week in 
Rockwall with Ruby’s sisters, 
Truett and Jacklyn Pullen.

Sandra Ayres Varner’s 
great-niece, Ashley Moore, 
had twins born Monday Dec. 
13. Their names are Kooper 
and Kinzley Moore.

Shannon Brown and Cecil 
Woodson were baptized at 
White Mound Baptist Church 
Sunday, Dec. 5. Family and 
friends attended.

Kelcy Pierce was honored 
with a baby shower Satur-
day afternoon at the home 
of Frank and Susie Hopson. 
Hostesses were McKenzie 
David, Jolie James, Hannah 
Knox, Janey Weber, Laramie 
Aars, Shelby Williams and 
Missy Perschke.

Sondra Rampy of Dallas 
spent two days last week with 
Martha Lawhorn and family.

Martha Lawhorn went along 
with a group of ladies to at-
tend a Christmas musical at 
the Methodist Church in Lla-
no Saturday afternoon. Later 
that evening, they toured 
the 2021 BLORA Christmas 
Lights on Belton Lake

The Coryell County 4-H 
members, who advanced 
from the county competition, 
competed Wednesday, Dec. 
8, at the District 8 Food Con-
tests in Belton placing first in 
the Intermediate Main Dish 
Food Challenge. The Sauce 
Sisters team members were 
Kinsley McPherson, Anna 
McPherson, Makaylie Wil-
liams and Kayla Mabry.

Wednesday evening, the 
Coryell County 4-H Members 
Junior Ambassadors had 
their annual Christmas party 
at the Hay Valley Baptist 
Church to decorate cookies 
and play games, then they 
went to the Care Center to 
help stuff Christmas bags.

Gary and Debbie Keeton at-
tended the Christmas Band 
Concert of their grandsons, 
Gage and Garner Keeton, in 
Marble Falls Tuesday eve-
ning. They also watched their 
grandson, Gehrig’s, Hornet 
basketball game Thursday 
evening against Lamar.

Shelby Mann received her 
college ring from Stephen F. 
Austin a couple of Fridays 
ago.

Lillie Mann danced at the 
Elementary Christmas Extrav-
aganza last Saturday morn-
ing. She was in the Christmas 
Parade this Saturday and 
participated in the Christmas 

Choir Concert last Monday at 
the Gatesville High School.

Matti and Lillie Mann both 
showed at the Jonesboro 
FFA Jingle Jackpot. Matti 
came home with a showman-
ship win, some money, and 
a champion banner for her 
Duroc hog. Lillie Mann was 
second in showmanship and 
won a couple of ribbons.

Matti and the varsity girls’ 
basketball team played in 
a Fairfield tournament this 
past weekend and walked 
away with a third place tro-
phy!

Emma Blakley came home 
Dec. 4, and we celebrated her 
19th birthday. Carolyn and 
Emma went shopping and 
had lunch in Waco. Saturday, 
Brenda Helms, and Carolyn 
Blakley went Christmas shop-
ping in Waco.

Bobby and Nelda Carothers 
met Billy and Becky Bartlett 
in Las Vegas for the National 
Finals Rodeo Dec. 2-5 and at-
tended George Strait Friday 
evening.

Kelly Adair and son, 
Brayden, joined us at the 
rodeo and King George’s 
plus shopping at the Cow-
boy Christmas… Betty Willis, 
Deeann and Steve Beck joined 
our group Sunday evening 
at the rodeo. They all had a 
good time.

Aubree Long, daughter 
of Zach and Amanda Long, 
participated in the Gates-
ville Primary Music Program 
along with the kindergarten 
class Thursday evening at the 
Gatesville High School Audi-
torium. Those in attendance 
to support Aubree were 
grandparents, David and Pam 
Hopson, Nelton and Cindy 
Long, cousins, Kinsley and Al-
lie McPherson, and numerous 
friends.

Aubree and Olivia Long, 
daughters of Zach and Aman-
da Long, participated in the 
Live Oak Baptist Church Mu-
sic Program along with the 
youth and children’s minis-

tries on Sunday. Those in at-
tendance to support Aubree 
and Olivia were grandpar-
ents, David and Pam Hop-
son; aunt and uncle, Mark 
and Kelli McPherson; cous-
ins, Kinsley, Anna and Allie 
McPherson; great grandmoth-
er, Beth Haines; and numer-
ous friends.

Brodie Fisher had a basket-
ball tournament in Morgan. 
He played Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday. Those attend-
ing were Ronnie, Kay, Neal, 
Amanda, Blayze, Slayton 
Fisher, Jennifer Miller, and 
Debbie Piller.

Caymbri Fisher had her 
first cheerleading competi-
tion in Fort Worth. Her team, 
the Pink Ladies, received an 
excellent rating in the Gold 
Rush competition for their 
level. Neal, Amanda, and 
Blayze Fisher went to support 
her. Slayton Fisher spent Fri-
day night with Chris and Jen-
nifer Miller.

The Mound Cowboy Church 
had their Christmas party 
Sunday night. Their program 
included hymns, children 
singing, and Brother Bruce 
Cox who read the Christmas 
story to the children. Also, 
a special guest came to visit 
with the children. There were 
about 90 in attendance.

Those who had birthdays 
in this month were Joshua 
Tatum, Vivian Moore, Emma 
Blakley, Brad Barnard, Truett 
and Jacklyn Pullen, Bailey 
Gohlke, Robert Poynter, Gail 
Weaver, Blayn Smith, Kelli 
McPherson, Jill Winkler, As-
pen Watts, Culli Brookshire, 
Katie Hopson, Sarah Turner, 
Lavinnia Willis, Helen Piller, 
Hollie Jones, Connie Mont-
gomery, Debbie Tatum, Jac-
queline Jones, Tammy Rus-
sell, Pruett, K.T. Botkin, and 
Renee Leon.

Note: There will be no 
Mound News for the next two 
weeks. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR

OBITUARIES

ERROLL WADE 

BLANCHARD

Sept. 23, 1956 – Dec. 9, 2021

Erroll W. Blanchard died 
of natural causes on Dec. 9, 

Dear Editor,

I’m writing concerning Christmas. Who took Christ out 
of Christmas? Also, I thought “Jesus is the Reason for the 
Season.”

Christmas has become too commercialized! Businesses 
put up Christmas trees in June and July.

As a kid, we were taught the true meaning of Christmas. 
I’m scared to wonder how many kids and even adults don’t 
know the true meaning of Christmas.

Does it upset you to hear “Happy Holidays” instead of 
“Merry Christmas?” It does me!

Jesus is the reason we’re all here. People, please remem-
ber the true meaning of Christmas!

JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Susan Curtis
Gatesville

2021. A private family me-
morial service will be held at 
a later date.

Erroll was born Sept. 23, 
1956, in Mineral Wells. He 
was the son of Kenneth Ray 
Blanchard Sr. and Francis 
Deloris Hutto.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and his son, 
Jonathan Ray Blanchard.

Surviving in addition to 
Suzanne Blanchard is his 
sister, Bonnie Richmond 
and husband, Mike; three 
brothers, Bill Blanchard, 
Kenneth Blanchard Jr., and 
David Batey; son, Jason 
Wade Blanchard and his 
wife, Julie; daughter, Jas-
mine Ann McKain and hus-
band, Zach. Erroll had a to-
tal of six grandchildren and 
eleven great-grandchildren.

Letter to the Editor

MOUND NEWS

Tristan Hopson graduates from TSU

BARBARA HOPSON
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EXTENDED HOURS:

SATURDAY 12/18: 9am- 7PM 

SUNDAY 12/19: 11am-7pm

MONDAY 12/20: 10am-7pm

TUESDAY 12/21: 10am-7pm

WEDNESDAY 12/22: 9am-7pm

THURSDAY 12/23: 9am-7pm

FRIDAY 12/24: 9am-5pm (Christmas Eve)

Sale ends 12/24/21.

GATESVILLE: 1512 E. MAIN ST. (254) 865-1372   H   EARLY: 420 EARLY BLVD. (325) 646-8700

Christmas

SALE!
Get em’ the last few gifts and SAVE BIG 

or grab something for yourself, you deserve it! 

Let us take the stress out
of the holidays...

FREE GIFT WRAPPING!

All Wrangler 
Jeans

15% 

OFF

10% 

OFF
All Jewelry

All Seven 
Jeans

SAVE 

$25

Select Ladies’ 
Tops

1/2 OFF

All Ladies’ 
Roper Shoes 

25% OFF

All Men’s and 
Ladies Dress 

Boots 

$15 OFF

All Kid’s Clothes 

10%

OFF

Ladies’ Tops 

10% 

OFF

10%

ALL
Men’s Shirts

Select Men’s 
Tops

1/2 OFF

Rock N Roll 
Jeans

BUY 2

SAVE
$30

Kids Boots

$10 OFF 
(Reg. price - 
$50 or more)

All Jackets & 
Outerwear

15% OFF

AND MUCH 
MORE
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Give  
the gift  
of

The 

Gatesville 

Messenger

Give a one year 
subscription 
to a friend or 
family member 
and receive 
three free 
months on your 
subscription!*

254-865-5212

IT’S 

*Gift recipient must not have had a 
subscription for the last 6 months for 
you to receive 3 free months. If you 
don’t know, you can call our office at 
254-865-5212 to find out.

skilled. trusted. compassionate.

HILLSIDEML.COM | 254-865-7575

300 S. HWY. 36 BYPASS, GATESVILLE, TX 76528

M E D I C A L    L O D G E

Short Term & Long Term Care and Rehabilitation

Lorri has worked in Healthcare for over 35 years, 

all of those being in Skilled Nursing Facilities.

In Lorri’s spare time, she enjoys spending it with 

her family, especially her grandchildren.

She also founded Hometown Angels with two 

of her best friends, R’Lue Gribble, a nurse at 

Hillside for over 35 years, and Michele Holden, 

who also works in Healthcare at Coryell Health.

This year marks their 20 year anniversary! 

This organization brings Christmas to the 

children in need for our community.

We are proud to have Lorri on our team and 

appreciate what she does in and out of our 

facility at Hillside Medical Lodge.

Thank you, Lorri, for all you do!

Meet our 
Business Office Manager, 

Lorri Loer McDaniel!

FOR INFO: 
254-865-2226

We are at
max 

capacity!
ADOPT 
TODAY!

 
Estate Planning:  Estate Planning:

Wills-Trusts  |  Elder Law  |  Probate

General Practice

Call: (254) 230-4050
VA Accredited

104 Lindas Lane, Gatesville, TX 76528

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GUESTS AT PRIMARY: Recently at Gatesville Primary School, students were sur-
prised and happy to see two of their kindergarten teachers dressed like Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus.  Pic-
tured are Jackie Saunders (left)  and Marla Mayberry. 

On Sunday, Dec. 19, Mountain Baptist 
Church will close their annual Christmas ac-
tivities with a candlelight service, according 
to Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor of the church.

The service is scheduled for 6 p.m.

Christmas activities

Mountain Baptist Church to hold candlelight service

Mountain Baptist Church is located at 
6319 E. U.S. Highway 84 in the South Moun-
tain community.

For more information about these holiday 
events, call 254-383-2634.

The Roamin Chariots car club will be 
hosting a car show and toy drive today,  
Saturday, Dec. 18, at 10 a.m. in the parking 
lot of Bare Bones Barbeque. 

The event will be sponsored by S&W 
Products, Bare Bones BBQ and The Feed 
Mill.

The entry fee will be a new unwrapped 
toy with a minimum $10 value. The toys 
collected will be distributed by Pathway 
Youth and Family Services.

Judging of the car show will end at 12:30 

Neighbors Supporting Neighbors Car Show and 

Toy Drive scheduled for today
p.m. and winners will be announced at 1:30 
p.m. when trophies will be awarded.

Neighbors supporting neighbors is one 
way to describe the Gatesville community. 
This event shows support to some of the 
young neighbors for their roles they play in 
the community.

Bare Bones Barbeque is located at 4305 S. 
State Hwy. 36.

For more information about the car show 
and toy drive, please call Andy Cloud at 
254-216-3201.

Coryell Community 
Church will present a 
Christmas play for the pub-
lic on Sunday, December 19. 
The Christmas production 

service at 5 and 7 p.m.
For more information, visit 

coryell.church. The church is 
located at 115 N. Levita Road 
in Gatesville.

CCC to hold Christmas play, candlelight service

First United Methodist 
Church in Gatesville will 
hold Christmas Eve Candle-
light Services on Friday, De-

cember 24. Service times will 
be at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.

 The church is located at 
2600 East Main Street. For 

FUMC invites public to Christmas Eve services

more information, call the 
church office at 254-865-
2520 or visit their website at 
https://fumcgatesville.org.

will be held at 9 and 10:30 
a.m.

On Friday, December 
24, the church will hold a 
Christmas Eve candlelight 
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Supportive work environment  • Generous benefits
Resources to safeguard employee health and well-being

skilled. trusted. compassionate.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM OF 

FAMILIAR FACES!

NURSING POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
FULL TIME, 12 HOUR SHIFTS:

Many of our skilled nurses have been with us for over a decade.

Administrator Michael Beasley 254-865-7575 | 300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 76528

Short Term & Long Term Care and Rehabilitation

APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM/CAREERS

We first opened our doors in 1978 and proudly opened our 
current state-of-the-art facility in 2016. 

CNA
6am - 6pm

6pm - 6am

NURSE
6am - 6pm

6pm - 6am

PRN
As needed

We’re looking to add to our team!

BAYER
TEXAS

H
A

MILTO
N

NOWNOW
HIRINGHIRING

Call 254-386-5318 for more details or 

email jesse.barron@bayermotor.com

1012 E. Main Street, Hamilton, TX 76531                                                        

www.bayerautogroup.com

Parts/Service 

Counter

Representative 

Make up to $45k/year 

depending on experience

Mechanic

Make up to $40/hour 

depending on 

experience

Benefits include 
• 401k

• Halth plan 

254-675-8657 Barn
800-675-8657 Barn
254-675-4363 Fax

Sale Every Wednesday

Bonded & Insured

3199 Hwy. 6
P.O. Box 408

Clifton, TX 76634

Wayne Carroll
254-652-1983 Cell
wayne@cliftonlivestock.com

C
LIFTON LIVESTOC

K

COMMISSION

BACKHOE  •  DOZER

SKIDSTEER  •  BRUSH CLEANING

Jed Gribble Construction

Jed Gribble, Owner   P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528

The 2nd and 3rd grade stu-
dents at Gatesville Elementa-
ry School recently participat-
ed in UIL competition.

 Results for 2nd grade in-
clude:

Spelling: Kora Wise, 1st 
place; Joshua Canara, 2nd 
place; Jett Thornton, 3rd 
place; Emma Miller, 4th place; 
Gypsie Browning, 5th place; 
Eli Kelley, 6th place; Barrett 
Bates, 7th place; Remi Bates, 
8th place.

Oral Reading: Zoe Hipp, 
1st place; Layla Withrow, 2nd 
place; Corriene Woodson, 3rd 
place; Natalie Gore, 4th place.

Creative Writing: Landry 
Pritchett, 1st place; Jett 
Thornton, 2nd place; Eli 
Kelley, 3rd place; Braiyson 
Rutherford, 4th place; Isabel 
Michaelis, 5th place; Cooper 
Barker, 6th place.

Storytelling: Esme Longoria, 
1st place; Hazel Rodriguez, 
2nd place; Fynlee Brown, 3rd 
place; Elizabeth Sanchez, 4th 
place; Deklen Grundy, 5th 
place.

Chess: Kylie Caraway, 1st 
place; Eli Kelley, 2nd place; 
Genesis Soria, 3rd place; Tal-
on Mullins, 4th place; Noah 
Foreman, 5th place; Austin 
Stephens, 6th place; Ethan 
Robles, 7th grade.

Music Memory: Violet Stef-
fey, 1st place; Blake Winkler, 
2nd place; Joslin Duncan, 3rd 
place; Ethan Isaacs, 4th place; 
Barrett Bates, 5th place.

Results for 3rd grade in-
clude:

Spelling: Tatum Morris, 1st 
place; Chloe Autry, 2nd place; 
Zaden White, 3rd place; Owen 
Collins, 4th place; Biloxi Ta-

tum, 5th place.
Oral Reading: Blakely 

Sonntag, 1st place; Bailor 
Dahl, 2nd place; Hubbard 
Kinsey, 3rd place; Addison 
Snyder, 4th place.

Ready Writing: Abby Bates, 

1st place; Luna Mora, 2nd 
place; Brynn Garvin, 3rd 
place; Kyndall Phipps, 4th 
place; Antany Whisenant, 5th 
place; Annalyn Buttry, 6th 
place.

Music Memory: Bella Bone, 

1st place; Brynn Garvin, 2nd 
place; Colt Hukel, 3rd place; 
Owen Collins, 4th place; Mia 
Rayfield, 5th place; Roman 
Pruitt, 6th place.

Chess: Owen Collins, 1st 
place; Hayes Chumley, 2nd 

place; T.J. Sullivan, 3rd place; 
Tatum Morris, 4th place tie; 
Aniston Mendez, 4th place 
tie; Mia Rayfield, 6th place; 
Kyle Manczak-Taft, 7th place.

Storytelling: Bailor Dahl, 
1st place; Banks Latham, 

2nd place; Natalie Holden, 
3rd place; Alaina Tippit, 4th 
place; Bella Bone, 5th place; 
Abby Manning, 6th place.

Gatesville Elementary competes at UIL competition

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

MEDAL MANIA: Second and third graders at Gatesville Elementary recently competed at a University Interscholastic League (UIL) competition and brought back multiple med-
als, as seen in this photo. 
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BIG CITY MEDICINE

Small Town Care

Gatesville • Moody 

Temple • Waco 

 CoryellHealth.org

SHARE IN THE LIGHT 
OF THE SEASON

Christmas Eve

Candlelight Services

6 p.m. & 8 p.m.

2600 E. Main St. Gatesville, TX 

254-865-2520 • info@fumcgatesville.org

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

Under the leadership of 
Sam Polanco and Holly Red-
ford, seven varsity and four 
junior varsity GHS Cheerlead-
ers competed as one team in 

 COURTESY PHOTO

GHS CHEERLEADERS RECEIVE 1ST PLACE IN THEIR DIVISION. Back row, pictured left to right, Addi-
son Combs (JV), Addi Wolff (Varsity), Marlee Saunders (Varsity), Lana Merriam (JV), Zoee Gribble (JV), 
Chesnea Ford (Varsity). Front Row, left to right, Rylee Oliver (Varsity), Tiffany Kollman (JV), Kallyn More-
land (Varsity), Ariel Findley (Varsity), Natalie Fast (Varsity).

GHS Cheerleaders are 
state champions

the National Cheerleaders As-
sociation State competition 
held in Dallas.

The team received 1st place 
out of six teams in their divi-

sion. They received a perfect 
scorecard with no deductions 
and came out as State Cham-
pions.

CITY OF GATESVILLE

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Dec. 13
12:53 a.m., a theft was re-

ported in the 100 block of N. 
State Hwy. 36 Bypass.

3:35 a.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 100 
block of Main Street.

11:18 a.m., harassment 
was reported in the 300 
block of Baize Drive.

12:07 p.m., a gas leak was 
reported in the 500 block of 
CR 274.

1:33 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 2800 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

4:08 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
River Ranch Road.

Dec. 14
2:39 a.m., suspicious activ-

ity was reported in the 2300 
block of E. Main Street.

12:10 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 
block of N. State Hwy. 36 
Bypass.

2:05 p.m., a burglary was 

The DISPATCH
The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of December 
13 - 15.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. 
Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the 
police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

reported in the 700 block of 
E. Main Street.

2:34 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 800 
block of S. 7th Street.

6:56 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
1300 block of W. Main Street.

10:47 p.m., reckless con-
duct was reported in the 100 
block of N. Lovers Lane.

Dec. 15
9:03 a.m., suspicious activ-

ity was reported in the 2500 
block of E. Main Street.

11:48 a.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 2500 
block of Jackson Drive.

3:06 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 2700 block of 
Business Hwy. 36.

5:21 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 3300 
block of Old Fort Gates Road.

5:39 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 500 block of N. 
11th Street.

6:33 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 
block of Surrey Lane.

CORYELL COUNTY

SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Dec. 13
12:21 p.m., an animal com-

plaint was reported on FM 
1113 and Oak Springs.

2:04 p.m., a neighbor dis-
pute was reported in the 
2700 block of Tanglewood 
Drive.

2:44 p.m., a major accident 
was reported in the 14000 
block of FM 107.

5:04 p.m., a major accident 

was reported in the 11000 
block of S. Hwy. 36.

7:26 p.m., debris in the 
roadway was reported on FM 
1113.

8:07 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 700 block of 
Bluestem Drive.

Dec. 14
6:58 a.m., a major accident 

was reported in the 7500 
block of S. FM 183.

10:29 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
100 block of Sarah Lane.

11:26 a.m., a reckless 
driver was reported on E. 
Hwy. 84.

4:35 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 500 
block of E. Leon Street.

5:37 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on Bald 
Knob Road off of FM 116.

10:31 p.m., sign damage 
was reported on S. FM 116.

Dec. 15
7:29 a.m., illegal dump-

ing was reported in the 3500 
block of Bea Powell Road.

7:48 a.m., road rage was re-
ported in the 1600 block of 
W. Main Street.

9:15 a.m., illegal burning 
was reported on E. Hwy. 84 
at the second roadside park.

1:03 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
8200 block of FM 182.

2:55 p.m., trespassing was 
reported in the 400 block of 
Old Pidcoke Road.

6:37 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
1783 and CR 139.

20 YEARS AGO   (2001)
Chase Taylor, 7-year-old 

son of John and Elizabeth 
Taylor, delighted high school 
students with his aluminum 
foil artwork. The second 

grader from Gatesville Chris-
tian Academy demonstrated 
his ability for students in 
Laquita Barton’s marketing 
classes at Gatesville High 
School.

Gatesville High School 
teacher Lisa Dews was hon-
ored as the “Teacher of the 
Month” by the Gatesville Li-
ons Club. 

Shea Place, daughter of Al-

len and Tonya Place of Gates-
ville, was selected as a finalist 
in the recent Pre-Teen Texas 
Scholarship and Recognition 
Program held in Houston.

The Mound Volunteer 
Fire Department presented 
plaques to Don and Sue Jones 
in appreciation of their sup-
port to the department. Fire 
Chief William Coalston made 
the presentation during the 
department’s banquet.

Members of Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society made their 
annual donation of books 
and toys to the Care Center 
to be distributed to children 
of needy families. Elizabeth 
Lanham, Care Center volun-
teer, accepted the donations 
from society members Anne 
Byrom and Johnni Moody 
Courtney of Jonesboro were 
recognized for 30 years of 
service on the Hamilton/Co-
ryell Soil and Water Conser-
vation District (SWCD) board 
of directors. Courtney had 
represented Zone 3 since 
1961.
30 YEARS AGO  (1991)

Bythel K. Cooper, Sr., for-
mer president of Guaranty 
Bank and Trust Co., died in 
Gatesville Dec. 9. He was 90.

David Miller, a 21-year 
veteran of the Gatesville Vol-
unteer Fire Department, was 
chosen as “fireman of the 
week.” As the department’s 
secretary, Miller was also ac-
tive in the Fire Prevention 
Program.

Henry and Esther Massirer 
were honored on their 25th 
wedding anniversary with a 
dinner and reception at the 
Coryell County Activities 
Complex. Henry Massirer and 

the former Esther Richter of 
Osage were married Dec. 31, 
1966, at St. John Lutheran 
Church in Coryell City.

Fourteen members of the 
Young Adult Sunday School 
Class of the White Mound 
Baptist Sunday School met 
at the home of Don and Sue 
Jones for their Christmas din-
ner. They later played games 
at Ron Barnard’s home.

The Turnersville quilting 
club donated $200 to the 
Turnersville Community Cen-
ter. Quilting club members 
met each week at the commu-
nity center to quilt.
40 YEARS AGO  (1981)

Another chapter in the his-
tory of the Evant Post Office 
ended with the retirement 
after more than 30 years ser-
vice of postal clerk Miriam 
Inabnet. Mrs. Inabnet was the 
wife of former Evant Post-
master James Inabnet. He re-
tired two years prior after 33 
years with the postal service.

Lois Haines and Mabel Tay-
lor were among 68 members 
of the three-county Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program 
honored. The two were pre-
sented with eight-year certifi-
cates.

Jack C. Lipsey, who had 
retired as a serviceman with 
Texas-New Mexico Power 
Company, was honored at a 
company dinner held in Clif-
ton. Lipsey had completed 35 
years with the company, all of 
them spent in Gatesville. 

Dave and Nadine McCallis-
ter were to be honored on the 
occasion of their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. Dave Mc-
Callister and Nadine Hinesley 
were married Dec. 25, 1931, 

in Gatesville.
A Christmas coffee was 

held in the home of Mrs. Hel-
en Fowler in Mound. Co-host-
esses were Mesdames Martha 
Ann Lawhorn, Mary Jane 
Barnard, Ellen Lam, Geneva 
Moore and Miss Ima Fellers.

Bucky Bonner of Gatesville 
went fishing at Lake Belton 
and caught a smallmouth 
bass weighing four pounds, 
six ounces. The fish was a 
record for smallmouth bass 
hooked at Lake Belton.
50 YEARS AGO  (1971)

Bill Hix was congratulated 
by Texas Supreme Court Jus-
tice Sears McGee of Houston 
after he was administered the 
lawyer’s oath by Chief Justice 
Robert Calvert during a spe-
cial session of the Supreme 
Court in Austin.

Mrs. Barbara Fox of Gates-
ville was the happy winner of 
the first of two bicycles given 
away by the Chamber of 
Commerce in a registration 
contest.

Rev. Paul Kenley of Tahoka 
had been called as pastor of 
the Purmela Baptist Church. 
He was 24 years old and was 
attending Southwestern Bap-
tist Seminary in Fort Worth.

Coy Jones, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Coy C. Jones of Gates-
ville, graduated from the 
Waco Police Academy where 
he underwent a 14-week 
training program.

Gayle Franks and Ollie By-
num, members of the Gates-
ville Riding Club’s board of 
directors, were making final 
plans for the club’s annual 
Christmas dinner, which was 
to be held at the Pearl Com-
munity Center.

Whatever happened to…
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CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION

DECEMBER 19
9 & 10:30 AM

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

DECEMBER 24 
5 & 7 PM

115 N. Levita Road

Gatesville, TX 76528

CORYELL.CHURCH

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 76528

M E D I C A L    L O D G E

We care about our healthcare teams and offer a supportive work 
environment with generous benefits and resources to safeguard employee 
health and well-being. For more information or to apply, visit us online 

today at www.hillsideml.com/careers or call Administrator Michael 

Beasley at 254-865-7575.

skilled. trusted. compassionate.

Short Term & Long Term Care and Rehabilitation

Come join

Hillside’s leading

healthcare team!

OTHER POSITIONS

• Dietary Aide – 

   1pm - 7:30pm or 6am-1pm 

• Housekeeping –

   6:30am - 2:30pm

• Laundry – 
 Weekend doubles
 Mon-Fri. 6:30am-2:30pm

• Receptionist 

 Part Time/Fill in weekends

NURSING POSITIONS 

Full Time, 12 Hour Shifts:

• CNA – 

   6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• Nurse – 

   6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• PRN

CTC 
announces 
holiday 
break 
schedule

The Central Texas Col-
lege (CTC) central campus in 
Killeen and the service area 
campus sites in Marble Falls, 
Lampasas, Gatesville, and 
Fredericksburg will be closed 
for the holidays Dec. 20-31. 
Administrative offices will re-
open and registration and ac-
ademic advising will resume 
Monday, Jan. 3. During the 
holiday break, students who 
have completed the admis-
sions process can register for 
spring 2022 semester classes 
using CTC’s Eagle Self-Service 
online system.

The CTC Fort Hood campus 
will be open during the holi-
day period offering limited 
services Dec. 20-23 and Dec. 
27-30 from 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
The office will be closed Dec. 
24-25, and Dec. 31 and re-
sume normal business hours 
and full services on Jan. 3. 
Soldiers who enroll for spring 
semester classes between 
Dec. 17-21 should be able to 
request Tuition Assistance 
(TA) through ArmyIgnitEd on 
Dec. 22. Soldiers submitting 
enrollments between Dec. 21-
28 should be able to request 
TA through ArmyIgnitED 
starting Dec. 29. Students en-
rolling Dec. 28 through Jan. 3 
should be able to request TA 
ArmyIgnitED on Jan. 4.

Students can still access 
CTC’s virtual library services 
during the holiday break. The 
Ask a Librarian e-mail service, 
ReferenceRequest@ctcd.edu, 
is available and responses are 
typically sent within 24 hours 
of an inquiry. Research paper 
assistance and the library’s 
online databases will also 
be available throughout the 
break and can be accessed 
from the library website 
https://www.ctcd.edu/aca-
demics/library/. 

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

SANTA VISITS GATESVILLE: The students at Let’s Grow Learning Center recently visited Santa Claus at the Gatesville Public Library. The children enjoyed milk and cookies and 
listening to a story read to them by Santa. The students were joined by other young visitors who came to see Santa.

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

License and registration?
Yep, you’ve got that, and 

lucky you do because the 
folks in the car with the 
pretty blue and red lights on 
the roof probably won’t take 
“no” for an answer. You need 
to walk the straight-and-nar-
row with them – sometimes 
quite literally – and don’t 
think they won’t tell. In the 
new book “Got Warrants?” by 
Timothy Cotton, even good 
cops can spill the beans.

Police Officer Timothy Cot-
ton didn’t much cotton to 
writing another book like his 
last one.

His first book based on 
the Bangor (Maine) Police 
Department’s Facebook page 
was popular, but Cotton was 
afraid of burning out. Were 
people tired of reading about 
“real police reports about 

Cop shop tales tell-all about dumb criminals
BOOK REVIEW 

real situations that... officers 
run into”?

No, not a bit. Little did Cot-
ton know that the depart-
ment had fans and that peo-
ple would be clamoring for 
more dumb criminal stories 
– tales like that of the couple 
“engaged in the age-old art 
of interpersonal-relationship 
building,” loud enough to 
bother the neighbors. Or the 
man who said “ he wasn’t 
afraid of jail” and so he was... 
escorted to jail. Sometimes, 
the BPD deals with folks in 
various states of undress 
(and those viewing them, 
surreptitiously or not). Many 
calls start out innocently but 
don’t end up that way.

Some calls are made over 
concerns of the consumption 
of “loudmouth soup.” Others 
come from establishments 
that kindly allow patrons 
to “pass the time between 

short sips from long-necked 
bottles.” Calls might come 
from passers-by, concerned 
about someone lying beneath 
a bridge with a similar bottle.

It’s a good bet that said 
bottles are at fault for an aw-
ful lot of calls, in fact.

But before you start to 
think this is all fun and 

games, know that there are 
lessons inside this book: if 
you’ve got a few outstanding 
warrants hanging over your 
head, for instance, don’t an-
noy the lady upstairs. Choose 
your friends wisely. And if 
you need the cops to help 
with your vehicle, don’t leave 
bags of white powder lying 
on the passenger’s seat.

Television is full of crafty 
criminals who elude detec-
tives for months. Murder 
mysteries are chockablock 
with them – and yet, when it 
comes to crime, sometimes, 
you just gotta shake your 
head. “Got Warrants” will 
make it positively rattle.

That’s because the stories 
that author Timothy Cot-
ton tells are “darn sure... 
dumb.” Most of them have 
Adult Beverages at root while 
others include illegal sub-
stances, neither of which are 

known for good decision-
making. Cotton also writes 
of more gentle calls: noise 
complaints, small misunder-
standings, and a dog he calls 
Bob who just wanted to play. 
Readers may become weary 
of too many annoyingly aw-
ful, abominable alliterations 
and snickery groaners, but 
the humor here is otherwise 
clear, and clearly enjoyable.

There are no big shoot-outs 
inside this book, no lengthy 
car chases or major drug 
busts, and nothing grue-
some. You can happily give 
this book to Grandma or a 
teen with a passion for law 
enforcement; for them, and 
for you, “Got Warrants?” is 
just the ticket.

“Got Warrants? Dispatches 

from the Dooryard” by Timothy 

Cotton, c.2021, Down East Books 

$24.95 / higher in Canada 224 

pages

MILK AND COOKIES WITH SANTA
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GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Haynes Jewelry
             Serving Gatesville Since 1971

            Watch & Jewelry Repair
            Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North  •  865-6131

106 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville • 254-248-3000

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926
TPCL 13187

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

Sales & Service
Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main 865-8491

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

BAPTIST

 BETHEL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH: Hemmeline 
Cemetery Rd.; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m.
 BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH: Elder, 
Hugh Montgomery, pastor; Peabody community 5 miles 
south of Pearl on FM 1690; Sunday services - Morning 
worship 4th Sunday each month at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.
 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Steven L. Bogan, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 and FM 116; Sunday services - Bible 
study 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
6:30 p.m.
 COLD SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH: Bob Phillips, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 5:30 p.m.
 EASTWOOD BAPTIST CHU RCH: Lynn Parks, 
pastor; 2518 East Main; Sunday services - Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m.; Wednesday 
evening services, 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF EVANT: Andrew 
Newton, pastor; Live Oak Street and Memory Lane; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FLAT: Sunday School 
9 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; Wednesday Prayer 
& Bible Study 7 p.m.; Wednesday Youth Group & Kid 
Knights 7 p.m.; Wednesday Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GATES VILLE: Mark 
Rich, Pastor; 912 E. Main Street; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:45 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OGLESBY: Jeremy 
Sanders, pastor; Sunday services - Bible study 9:45 a.m., 
morning worship 10:50 a.m.
 GATEWAY BAPTIST CHUR CH: Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; Hwy. 36 East; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 1:30 
p.m.; Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.
  HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH:  A.C. Painter, 
pastor; 1750 FM 215; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening worship 6:30 p.m.
 HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH:  3110 Hay Valley 
Road, off Hwy 36 North.  Sunday morning services – 
Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 am.  AWANA 
children’s ministry Sunday evening 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  Bible 
Study for men and women on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
 JONESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH: Matt Dossey, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 10:50 a.m.
 KING BAPTIST CHURCH: Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
 LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH: Royse T. Cockrell, 
DMin., Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & HWY 36 in Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Morning Service 11:00 a.m., 
Second Service 1:00 p.m., Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
 LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Ken Laney, 
pastor; FM 107; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:15 
a.m., morning worship 10:30 a.m., Wed. evening Adult, 
Youth and Children’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
 MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHUR CH: Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  
pastor; Hwy. 84 East in South Mountain community; Sun-
day services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday.
 OSAGE BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Thomas, pastor; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m.

 PEARL BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PECAN GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 P I D C O K E  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H :  D o n a l d 
McConnaughhay, pastor; 11125 FM 116, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., worship service 
11 a.m. www.pidcokebaptist.com
 PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Post, 
Pastor; CR 301, Jonesboro, TX; Sunday school at 10 a.m. 
and Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
 PRIMERO IGLESIA EMANUEL: One mile north of 
Evant on Hwy. 281; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PURMELA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 SWEET HOME BAPTIST CHURCH: 511 North 14th; 
Sunday services - Sunday morning worship 10 a.m., 
church school 5 p.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
      SPANISH BAPTIST  CHURCH:  Ezequiel Casas, 
pastor; 113  Veazy Dr.; Sunday Services; Sunday School 
10:00 a.m., worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6:00 p.m.
 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH: Tim Crosby, pastor; 
1506 West Main; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:30 
a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m. Wednesday Services 
- Prayer Meeting/Youth Ministry 6:00 p.m., TBC Kids at 6 
p.m. Email: trinitybctx@centurylink.net. Church: 254-865-
8495 or Pre-school: 254-248-0041.
 TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH: Jon Crosby, 
Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday night Bible study, 6 p.m.    
 WESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH: Hwy. 84 West; 
Sunday School  10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
  WHITE HALL BAPTIST CHURCH: Mike Barron, 
pastor; 2040 CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday school at 10 
a.m.; Sunday morning worship services 11 a.m.; Prayer 
& Devotional meeting fourth Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m.; 254-865-2106. 
  WHITE MOUND BAPTIST CHURCH / MOUND COW-
BOY CHURCH (meet at 9:30 a.m.): Bruce Cox, pastor; 
Sun. services - Sun. School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m. For more info., call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC

 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 1108 W. Main; Sunday Mass 
9:30 a.m. (English) & 12:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass), 
Weekday Mass Tuesday through Friday at 12:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

 CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Deral 
McWhorter, minister; Osage Road and Cedar Ridge Drive; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10 a.m., evening 
worship 6 p.m.
 EVANT CHURCH OF CHRIST: Will Vann, Preacher; 
Sunday services-Bible Study 9:30 a.m., morning worship 
10:20 a.m., evening worship 12:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m.
 FORT GATES CHURCH OF CHRIST: Hwy. 36 S.; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10:30 a.m. 
 GATESVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Justin Hall, 
minister; 2417 E Main; Sunday Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
morning service 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Bible classes 
6:30 p.m.
 LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO: 2413 East Main; clases y 

servicios en Español, 10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m., Solamente 
en domingos.
 MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 1955 CR 3640, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522; Sunday 9:30 a.m. Bible Study, 
10:30 a.m. Worship; Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. Bible Study; 
Royce 512-734-5390 or Steve 254-865-3559.
 PEARL CHURCH OF CHRIST: Sunday services - 
morning worship 10:30 a.m.
 CHURCH OF GOD

 CORNERSTONE,  Greg Demmitt, pastor; 338 State 
School Road; Sunday services - morning worship 11 a.m. 
www.facebook.com/pages/cornerstone/140632994733

EVANGELICAL METHODIST

 REFUGE-MINISTRIES PURMELA CHURCH 
CAMPUS: Josh Morrison, Campus Pastor; 115 FM 183, 
Purmela, Texas, 10:45 a.m. Sunday worship, 512-425-
2828. 

LUTHERAN

 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH: David Reedy, 
International Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran Church Rd. in 
Copperas Cove; Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m.; 
Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. Christopher 
Richman, PhD; FM 929 in Coryell City; Sunday services 
- Morning worship 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. John 
Heckmann, pastor; Hwy. 36 and FM 1114 in The Grove; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., worship 10:15 
a.m.

METHODIST

 BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - 11 am. 2nd & 4th Sundays. 2 miles north of 
Ireland on FM 932
 EVANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., 
morning worship 10 a.m.
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
GATESVILLE: 2600 E. Main St.; Stephen Schmidt, 
pastor; Sunday worship - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY WORD: Meal at 5:30 
p.m. $3; youth, Children and Adult Bible Studies at 6:00 
p.m. AA meets Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. Visit us at fumcgatesville.org for more information.
 JONESBORO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 101 
CR 193; Rita Hotz, Pastor; Sunday services - 11 a.m.,  
each 1st and 3rd Sunday.
 OGLESBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - morning worship 9:45 a.m., Sunday School 
10:45 a.m.
 PIDCOKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Bill 
Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 116; Worship service Sundays at 10 
a.m. 254-677-6242.

MORMON

 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS: 206 South 26th; Sunday services -Sacrament 
services 10  a.m., Sun. School 10 a.m

NON-DENOMINATIONAl
 CHRISTIAN LIFE CHURCH: Frank Rosenstern, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday services, 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7:00 p.m. 
 CORYELL COMMUNITY CHURCH: Daniel Crowther, 
Pastor; 115 N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 248-0849. Sunday 
Worship services  9am & 10:30 a.m. Wednesday services 
6pm; Adult Bible Study, Children’s Ministry and C3 Student 
Ministry.
 CORYELL FELLOWSHIP CHURCH: Doran Belknap 

III, Pastor; Sunday service 11:00 a.m., 8205 FM 182 in 
Turnersville; (254) 218-5901.
 COVER2COVER MINISTRIES: Pastor: Rev. Brandy 
Spiker, Sunday morning service 10 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. 1409 West 
Main.
 GATESVILLE REVIVAL CENTER: Wes Covey, 
Pastor; Sunday school 10:00 a.m., Sunday morning 11:00 
a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday evening 7 p.m. 
2518 Bridge St., Gatesville.
 GRACE ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH: Wray 
Nunn, pastor; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m. & 
Wednesday evening worship at 6:30 p.m. at Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 Osage Road.
  GRACE BIBLE CHURCH: Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m. and Sunday Services at 10:45 a.m. 4012 US Hwy. 
84, Gatesville.
 HARVESTING SOULS INTERNATIONAL CHURCH: 
Mike & Martha Johnson pastors, 503 N. 11th Street, 
Gatesville, 865-6222. Sunday morning worship 11:00 
a.m. Wednesday Bible Study Ministries (Men, Women, 
children) 6:00 p.m. “Overcomers” a TDC and state 
approved 12-step recovery program meets Tuesday 6:00 
p.m.
 JOHNNY WATKIN’S MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. aqui se reune La 
Iglesia de Cristo, in the 2400 block of East Main Street.
 LEVITA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: Peter M. Mafwal, 
Pastor; 4460 FM 930, Levita; Sunday Bible Study at 9:45 
a.m.; morning worship at 10:45 am.
 MOTHER NEFF FAITH TABERNACLE: William 
Bertelsen, Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 236; Sunday services 
- 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00 
p.m.
 PEARL COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: 6735 FM 183 
in Pearl. Sunday Services- 9:00 a.m.
 THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILT: Bill Trotter, pastor; 
3412 E. Main St.; Sunday service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL

 TABERNACLE OF PRAISE UPC: Rev. Jimmy Skiles, 
pastor; 202 E. Main, Gatesville; Worship services - Sunday 
mornings at 10:00 am; Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm; 
www.gatesvilletop.org. 254-206-1826.
 MOUNT CALVARY CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST: 
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 128 North 12th Street; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
weekly services, Wed. Bible Study 6:30p.m.-7:30 p.m., 
Wed. night service, 7:30p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN

 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Rev. Dr. Buddy 
Wheat, pastor; 1110 E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN

 CORYELL VALLEY CHURCH: 4995 FM 929, 
3.5 miles from S.H. 36; Worship Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
coryellvalleytexas.com

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL

 BOOTS -N- SADDLE COWBOY CHURCH: Max 
Gunn, pastor; 254-248-1850; 10 miles west of Gatesville 
on HWY 84; Sunday Service @ 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday  
Night Service @ 7:00 p.m.; Youth Sunday Service @9:45 
a.m. 
 HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN BIKER CHURCH: Monty & 
Tammy VanHorn, pastors; 1608 W. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday Praise and Worship 11 am, Wednesday Bible 
Study Rally-6 pm, 254-865-4076.
 THE POINT FELLOWSHIP: James & Laurinda Paine, 
Pastors; 2315 Osage Road, Gatesville; Wednesday 
Services at 7:00 p.m. (Adults, youth & children); Sunday 
services - Destiny Discovery Class at 9:00 a.m.  and 
Regular services at 10:30 a.m. 254-248-1265.

Grib’s Construction

 2000 Violet Lane
 Gatesville
 254-248-4171

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street

(254) 865-6315

4012 US Hwy. 84 | 254-248-0053 | gracebibletx.com  

2302 Main Street

Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8884

Call (254) 865-8489 for all your construction needs!

Scott’s
Funeral Home

www.scottsfh.com
2425 E. Main Street ~ 254-865-5411

Gifts • Household

865-6900
2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Delivery • Drive Thru

865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street         Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

www.tpcgatesville.org
2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

HELP KEEP THIS 

DEVOTIONAL PAGE 

IN THE PAPER. 

CALL 254-865-5212.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

ADVERTISE ON THIS 
PAGE FOR ONLY 

$12.00 PER WEEK!
CALL 254-865-5212.

Christmas

C
hristianity is a religion of paradoxes, and one of the most paradoxical elements 

of Christianity is the incarnation, the idea that God became man, being born as a 

helpless child in the humblest of circumstances. Nativity scenes memorialize this 

event, showing a baby lying in a manger, which is nothing more than a feeding trough for 

domesticated animals. But Jesus’s birth is only the first of many paradoxes. At the other end 
of Jesus’s life is the paradox of the almighty God letting himself be taunted and tortured, 

and ultimately letting himself die an ignominious death by hanging on a cross. We do well 

to remember that Christianity turns many virtues on their head. Strength, pride and wisdom 

are replaced by weakness, humility and a kind of naivete or simple-mindedness. At this 
time of year when we celebrate Christ’s birth with lavish spending and gift-giving, we do well 

to remember that material things are golden fetters and that poverty makes us free to live 

a simpler, more spiritual life. The Son of God was born in a manger, and as 

He himself told a potential follower, he still had nowhere to lay his head. 

Jesus appears to be telling this man to count the cost of becoming his 

follower. Christmas might make us think that Christianity is nothing but 

sweetness and light when in fact it’s incredibly difficult to be a good 

Christian.    – Christopher Simon

“As they were walking along the road, 

a man said to him, ‘I will follow you 

wherever you go.’ Jesus replied, ‘Foxes 

have dens and birds have nests, but 

the Son of Man has no place to lay his 

head.’”

—Luke 9:57-58 NIV
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Help Wanted
 

Shelton Tire & Wheel, 254-
245-6371. Good used tires, 
$10 & up. We also have alot 
of big truck tires. 
00028942

015

Farm & Ranch

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00028958

037

Help Wanted

Evant ISD is seeking a part-
time long-term substitute for 
High School ELA, grades 9-
12. The position is a half-day 
position for the remainder of 
the 2021-22 school year. The 
pay scale for this position is 
at an elevated scale due to the 
nature of the job responsibili-
ties. Preference will be given 
to certi ed applicants. Con-
tact Cheyenne Cook at 254-
471-5536 or ccook@evantisd.
org if you have questions or 
would like to apply for this 
position.  00028983

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!
 Experienced Shingle Roofers 
to work on North Fort Hood 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSI-
CAL and BACKGROUND 
CHECK TO OBTAIN AC-
CESS TO MILITARY BAS-
ES. CONTACT JOHNSON 
ROOFING AT 254-662-5571 
OR VIA EMAIL LFULLER@
JROOF.COM 
00028951

All positions available at 
meat processing plant. Apply 
in person at Hamilton Quality 
Meats, 1205 S. Rice, Hamil-
ton, TX. For more info., call 
254-386-4646. 
00028952

045

Services

Central Texas Landscaping 
& Services, LLC

Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured.     00028609

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00028875

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential & Commercial
Complete Re-Roofs and 

Repairs
Fully Insured

Insurance Assistance
254-662-9900 or

Toll Free 1-855-662-9900
00028131

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, 
lot clearing, 

stump and brush 
removal. 

254-563-3535 
www.yoseftreeservice.com

00028918

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00028953

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates
254-466-5128 

00028954

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00028955

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00028956

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00028957

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00028959

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00028960

055

Lost & Found

Missing from 2300 block of 
Osage Road, tan & white part 
Siamese female cat, blind in 
left eye. Call 254-216-0481. 
00028989

060

Garage Sale

25 Cent Sale Tues., 12/21 - 
Fri. 12/24! Boys & Girls Club 
Resale Shop, 1706 E. Main.  
00028980

The Boys & Girls Club Re-
sale Shop will be closed from 
noon on Fri., Dec. 24 through 
Mon., Jan. 3. Please, no dona-
tions during this time. 
00028981

Huge Multi-family Indoor/
Outdoor Garage Sale...Sat. & 
Sun., 7am-1pm, 109 Austin 
St. Plus size clothes, mens 
& kids’ clothes—some new 
with tags, furniture, lots of 
baby clothes and accessories, 
adult bicycles, dishes, exer-
cise equipment, tools, etc. 
00028990

070

Land & Lots

Land for sale: 3/4 acre, 104 
Sunny Lane, Gatesville, TX 
76528. Call 430-342-1428 for 
more information. Land goes 
to highest bidder.  
00028984

072

Houses for Sale

I BUY HOUSES, LOTS 
AND ACREAGE.
CASH OFFERS, 

ANY CONDITION.
254-644-3090

00028132

102
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1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288

Assisted/Independent Living:  **CNA – FT, Days and nights $4,000 FT sign 
on bonus 1-year commitment
Coryell Health Medical Clinic: LVN FT M-F 8a to 5p � CCMA FT M-F 8a to 5p
Coryell Health Home Health: RN Case Manager – FT � Community Service Clerk 
– FT � PCA PRN - for Gatesville, Evant and Copperas Cove 
Culinary: 

EMS:  **Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – FT sign on bonus of $8000 � 
**EMT P Clinical Manager - FT sign on bonus of $8000 � **EMT B – PRN or FT 
sign on bonus of $4000 
Laboratory: 
Material Management: Housekeeper – FT
Med Surg: ** RN House Supervisor - FT 7p to 7a $20,000 FT sign on bonus 
1-year commitment � RN – PRN Nights � LVN-PRN Nights � **CNA–FT Days and 
Nights $4,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment 
Mills County Medical Clinic: 
Patient Experience:  LSW – Care Transition Coordinator – PRN
Radiology:
Surgery:  **PACU/Cath Lab RN - FT Cardiac Cath Lab experience 
required-$10,000 Sign on bonus 1 year commitment 

**FULL TIME SIGN ON BONUS OFFERED** 
Bene  Offered:

EOE.

Please go to:  for summary of posted jobs. 
If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality 

team, apply in person or download an application from the web site.

E-mail us: 

POLICE OFFICER- TCOLE Certification required.  Is assigned 
to the Patrol Division and is responsible for responding to 
calls for service, enforcing laws and ordinances, and overall 

crime prevention.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER- TCOLE Certification required.  
Is assigned to a Gatesville ISD campus and is tasked with as-
sisting school administration in providing a safe, productive 
learning environment for students and employees.

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER- Is responsible for answering 911 
and administrative calls, gathering information and dis-
patching appropriate responders, and entering and retriev-

ing information in department computers. 

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER- Is responsible for addressing 
and following up with animal complaints within the City, 
enforcing animal laws and ordinances, removing dead, in-
jured or dangerous animals from city streets and residential 
premises, and maintaining the City’s Animal Shelter.  

For a full description of job duties/requirements, and 
to download an application, please visit 

gatesvilletx.com
Look under the employment tab.

The Gatesville Police Department 
has the following openings:

110 Chicktown Rd.

RN Unit Manager: FT � RN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and 

Nursing

**LVN FT & PRN: All Shifts for Charge Nurse and Nursing $10,000.00 
FT sign-on bonus 1-year commitment
**CNA/NA: FT  Day & Night Shifts $4,000.00 FT sign-on bonus 1-year 
commitment
**CMA/CNA: FT - $4,000.00 FT sign-on bonus, 1 year commitment.

Nurse Aide for Texas

**Full Time Sign On Bonus Offered
BeneÞWs Offered�
Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

   Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.
Please go to our website: ZZZ�&or\ell+eDlWK�org for summary of posted jobs.

If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality
team; apply in person or download an application from our web site:

EOE

GATESVILLE TRAILS APARTMENTS
101 Trails Private Drive, Gatesville, TX 76528

NOW LEASING
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments. Must be 55 years of age or older.

Income limits in place with variable rents. Handicapped units available. 
Appliances provided. Flooring, Central Air and Heating, Washer & 

Dryer Connections, and Community Room.

Contact Manager/Administradora

Telephone/Telephono: 817-514-6767 EXT. 1
Relay/Rele #711

TLBLISS@SBCGLOBAL.NET
This is an equal opportunity provider and employer/ Esta institucion es un proveedor y empleador de igualdad de oportinidades.

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”“Committed to Excellence”
BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 � Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

JEFFREY BURKS, 254-206-0881

8.32 acres, Evant, TX in Indian Creek Subdivision, electric on the property, 30 ft. 
x 50 ft. pole barn, storage shed & Indian Creek is the east boundary of the proper-
ty, good tree cover, rolling terrain. Fiber Optic Internet service available. $115,000

9.97 acres southwest of Gatesville in King Ranch Subdivision, good tree cover, 
rolling terrain, nice home site. The property has a water meter. $144,500

10.01 acres east of Evant, Stone Creek Ranch Subdivision, great tree cover, 
good elevation to build a home overlooking Langford Branch. The property also 
has a second branch that runs along the east side of the property with rock bluffs 
along the branch. Electricity is at the property; you would need to drill a water well 
for water. $199,900

10.01 acres, Lot 21 Phase 6 Rio Escondido, corner lot, rolling terrain, scat-
tered tree cover, great views to the south. Fiber Optic Internet service is available. 
$128,000

10.01 acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, north of Evant, Tx, good tree cover, 
great views, electric pole set on the property & an area has been cleared that 
would be an idea location for a home, Fiber Optic Internet available, $150,000

12.1 acres, FM 929 frontage & CR 255 frontage, property is level with good 
views to the north, approx. 4.5 acres of Coastal Bermuda & the remaining is na-
tive grasses. Coryell City Water & electric are available along CR 255. $150,000

14.89 acres east of Evant, TX, located on CR 160. Good tree cover & rolling 
terrain. Known as Lots 66 & 67 in the Indian Creek Ranch Subdivision, $150,000

17 acres, FM 929 Frontage & CR 255 frontage. The property is level with good 
views to the north, approx. 8 acres of Coastal Bermuda & the remaining is native 
grasses. Coryell City Water & electric are available along CR 255. $195,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX in Hamilton County, rolling terrain, good tree cover & 
a seasonal creek on the south boundary of the property. The property will have 
electric serviced by Hamilton County Electric Co. & Fiber Optic Internet service 
from Central Texas Telephone Company. $265,000

24.85 +/- acres south of Evant, TX in Lampasas County. Barn, 1 stock pond & 
scattered tree cover with good views. $310,625

26 acres south of Pearl, TX in Coryell County on Blakely Rd. Rolling terrain, 
good tree cover. South Bee House creek runs through the property, great views. 
$250,000

36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. The property is completely 
fenced w/electric along the front of the property, scattered tree cover & rolling ter-
rain & pond that is on the neighbors property that back up water onto the property. 
Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well for water. $387,000

37.28 acres east of Evant, Tx in Indian Creek Subdivision, Indian Creek runs 
through the property, 60 ft. of change in elevation, good tree cover, $466,000

74.7 acres west of Purmela, FM 1241, barn, cattle pens, good fences, nice view, 
centrally located. $511,695.

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch that run through the property, barn that is approx. 38 ft. x 42 ft. in size with 
a rain harvest system that collects rain water from the roof of the barn. Electricity is 
along the property line in the northwest corner of the property $743,775

179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX. FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. Multi-County Water & City of 
Gatesville have water line running down the front of the property. $1,230,000

007

Auto Parts & Supplies

037

Help Wanted

APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM
For more info. call Administrator Michael Beasley, 254-865-7575

Nursing Positions are Full Time, 12 Hour Shifts:
• CNA – 6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am
• Nurse – 6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am
• PRN Also Available
Other Positions Available:
• Dietary Aide – 1pm - 7:30pm or 6am - 1pm 
• Housekeeping – 6:30am - 2:30pm
• Laundry – Weekend doubles or M-F 6:30am-2:30pm
• Receptionist  – Part Time/Fill in weekends

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

045

Services

078

Apartments

078

Apartments

102

Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this newspaper

is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes

it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation

or discrimination based on race, color, religion,

sex, handicap, familial status or national origin,

or an intention, to make any such preference,

limitation or discrimination.” Familial status

includes children under the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and

people securing custody of children under 18.

 This newspaper will not knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate which is in violation

of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that

all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are

available on an equal opportunity basis.

To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-

free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free telephone

number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-

9275.

You never
know what
you might

find...

CARS -- TRUCKS
BOATS -- PETS

FURNITURE
JOBS -- TOOLS

HOUSES -- PETS
RV’s -- PLUMBERS

CARPENTERS
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A BATTLE FOR THE BALL

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Kagen Hunt and a teammate battle a pair of Robinson basketball players for control of the ball in a recent game played in Gatesville. For game results and more photos, see Page  A12.

1st Combat Aviation Brigade transfers authority to 1st Air Cavalry Brigade
ILLESHEIM, Germany – The 1st Combat 

Aviation Brigade (1CAB), 1st Infantry Divi-
sion officially cased its colors as they handed 
over the aviation component of Atlantic Re-
solve to 1st Air Cavalry Brigade (1ACB), 1st 
Cavalry Division in an official ceremony held 
at Illesheim Army Air Base, Germany, Dec. 
15, 2021.

Held inside a large aviation hangar, the 
ceremony backdrop was a monumental U.S. 
flag reminiscent of the opening scene from 
“Patton.” U.S. Army division history was on 
exhibition with the legendary “Big Red One” 
patch on the fronts of podiums and pro-
grams, and, of course, “Cav Hats” and spurs 
sported by America’s “First Team.”

The Veitshöchheim Army Music Corps, 
Würzburg supported the ceremony by per-
forming dynamic renditions of the national 

anthems for Germany and the United States. 
The musical handshake could not have been 
more appropriate as it meaningfully painted 
the unique friendship between both coun-
tries.

Only brigade and battalion command 
teams, including representative leaders, par-
ticipated in the massed formation of troops. 
Most of the 1st CAB personnel have already 
redeployed, and 1ACB is already participat-
ing in its first field training event to demon-
strate capabilities and readiness.

Maj. Gen. Jeffery Broadwater, deputy com-
manding general of the recently reactivated 
V Corps attended the ceremony. The ceremo-
ny was hosted by Brig. Gen. Andrew Gainey, 
deputy commanding general of 1st Infantry 
Division. Local community partners, both 
military and civilian, observed as 1CAB lead-

ers cased its colors for ceremonious return 
to Fort Riley, and “Air Cav” commanders un-
cased the colors of 1ACB.

“From establishing relationships through-
out Europe, to simply building interoperabil-
ity in all aspects of their mission, the Demon 
leadership demonstrated excellence in all 
phases of this deployment,” said Gainey. 

“To their credit, they executed more than 
15,000 flying hours, conducted 12 top-tier 
exercises in 15 different countries, engaged 
in continuous live-fire certifications and 
countless hours of maintenance while over-
coming a global pandemic.”

For the past nine months, 1st CAB has 
been living and training with partner and ally 
militaries across Europe in countries such as 
Romania, Estonia, the Netherlands, Poland, 
and Germany to increase interoperability and 

enhance an already strong bond. They partic-
ipated in multiple, multi-national, large-scale 
exercises such as Saber Junction, Agile Spirit, 
and Defender 21.

“When I think about these transfer of au-
thority ceremonies, it reminds me of the 
commitment the United States has to our Eu-
ropean allies and partners,” said Col. Jason 
Arriaga, commander of the 1st Combat Avia-
tion Brigade. 

“The 1st Infantry Division Soldiers you 
see in front of you arrived in Europe at the 
beginning of the year and spent the last nine 
months training all over the continent; Ger-
many, Latvia, Poland, Estonia, Greece, Bulgar-
ia, and the Netherlands, just to name a few.”

“We depart Europe a well-trained and ready 
brigade,” said Arriaga.

Wishing Our Dear Friends Wishing Our Dear Friends A Merry ChristmasA Merry Christmas

Coryell Museum & Historical Center

~ Gift Shop ~

718 Main St., Gatesville | 254-865-5007

Wed.–Sat., 10am–4pm • Call us for a family tour!

Wild Bill’s
Auto Detailing
New Car Owner Memberships

Visit our website for details: www.wildbillsautodetailing.net

Ceramic & Graphene Coating Available

2383 S. Hwy. Bus. 36, Gatesville (Next to Laser Tag Car Wash)

By appt only, M-F 8-1 & Sat. 8-12 (254) 865-5311

$30
OFF
FULL DETAIL

GIFT CERTIFICATE

Checks - Cash – Credit Cards

Last-Minute

CHRISTMAS GIFTS

107 N. 24th St. • 254-248-1815 • www.parrotgatesville.com

The ParroTThe ParroT
ImPorTsImPorTs

Great Gift Ideas • Gift Certificates
Rustic Furniture • Imports • Cement Lawn & Garden Art

Jewelry & Accessories • Much More

20% OFF ALL CHRISTMAS www.hindsandmarcus.com
119 S. 7th St., Gatesville, TX

254-404-2269

Merry Christmas!
GIVE A GIFT THAT

DAZZLES!

Gift Certificates Available

103-C Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas
254-865-6131

Expires 12/24/21. * Discount excludes all repair work. 

Haynes
Jewelry

Now through Dec. 24 -
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm

25%
OFF

ENTIRE STORE

We carry

FINANCING AVAILABLE • FREE DELIVERY & SET UP

108 S. 6th St. Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Deck your halls withDeck your halls with
the season’s best!the season’s best!

Gift Subscriptions
Support your local newspaper with the 

holiday gift that keeps on giving!

Give a one year subscription as a gift and 
receive three free months on your subscription.

254-865-5212
*Gift recipient must not 
have had a subscription 
for the last 6 months for you 
to receive 3 free months. 
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BY MARK GOODSON
STAFF WRITER

Jonesboro’s boys stand 3-5 this season 
after a solid showing in the Morgan Tourna-
ment.

Jonesboro had a tough outing at Chilton 
Tuesday, Dec. 14.

The Eagles lost, 64-18, in a non-district 

game at Chilton.
Jacob Cisneros and Ian Shoaf  had six 

points each. Garrett Young had four points 
and Manny Torres had two points.

At the Morgan Tournament, the Eagles 
came through with two wins.

The Eagles edged Cranfills Gap, 49-45, in 
the third-place game.

Ian Shoaf scored 11 points to lead scoring.

Layton Blanchard and Jacob Cisneros 
scored nine points each. Garrett Young add-
ed seven points.

In the opener, Jonesboro beat Penelope, 
45-43.  Shoaf scored the last basket with 1:40 
left in the game.

Blanchard had a big game with 13 points 
and 10 rebounds. Jacob Cisneros added 10 
points and seven rebounds.

Shoaf finished with nine points and six re-
bounds.

In the second round, Morgan downed the 
Eagles, 65-47.

Young poured in 15 points and added four 
steals.

Shoaf had 11 points and 11 rebounds 
while Blanchard added nine points and 14 
rebounds.

Jonesboro boys team stands at 3-5 after Morgan tournament

BY MARK GOODSON
STAFF WRITER

The Evant Lady Elks had a good start, but the Priddy Pirates 
took control with a big second quarter and posted a 62-21 
victory in a District 18-1A basketball game at Evant on Tues-
day.

 “We started off really well playing great half-court defense 

and keeping them to eight points in the first quarter,’’ Evant 
coach Chad Baker said. “I felt if the score was lower we would 
have a better shot of making a game of it in the fourth quar-
ter, but ultimately we fell apart in the second quarter and it 
was all downhill after that.  We just have to find a way to play 
with the same intensity and focus that we do in the first quar-
ter throughout all four quarters.’’

 Priddy built a 31-9 halftime lead and the lead swelled to 
47-17 entering the fourth quarter.

Emiliegh Burton scored nine points and Bree Ramirez add-
ed six points. Molly Waldrum, Izzy Gandy and Luwi Rodri-
guez had two points each.

District 18-1A includes Blanket, Evant, Gustine, Mullin, 
Priddy, Sidney and Zephyr.

Evant battles early, fades in hoops showdown with Priddy

Lady Hornets fall to Robinson at home
BY MARK GOODSON
STAFF WRITER

The Gatesville Lady Hornets 
fell to the Robinson Lady Rock-
ets Tuesday in a rematch against 
Robinson in last week’s Fairfield 
Tournament.

The Hornets dropped to 4-8 on 
the season heading into a Mon-
day, Dec. 20 trip to China Spring. 
The China Spring game was 
moved to Monday because the 
Cougars are in the state finals in 
football this week.

Against Robinson on Tuesday, 
the Lady Hornets came out sput-
tering.

Robinson led 6-2 after one 
quarter. The Rockets increased 
the lead to 18-14 at halftime as 
the Lady Hornets were having 
trouble with turnovers.

Aliyah Trotter had a 3-point-
er with 3:24 left in the second 
quarter to cut the tie the game at 
10-10.

Robinson was able to get rolling 
with a good mixture of outside 
shots and work in the lane.

For Gatesville, Taylor Coward 
finished with 10 points. Trot-
ter and Kamryn Higginbotham  
scored eight points each.

Kagen Hunt had four points, 
Laura Trejo two and Kylie Cox 
one.

The team will host Jarrell Tues-
day, Dec. 21 in their final game 
before Christmas.

The JV Gold lost, 35-20, to Rob-
inson.

The Hornet boys lost, 55-42, to 
the West Trojans on Tuesday on 
the road.

The JV Gold lost 53-48 and the 
JV Black lost 24-22 in OT.

Gatesville hosted McGregor here Friday, then takes a break before the varsity competes in the Reagan County Invitational Dec. 28-29.

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Tamiah Miller looks to pass the ball to a teammate in action against Robinson High School in basketball action on Dec. 14.

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

(Left) McKenzie Feldman blocks a Robinson player while awaiting a rebound after a free throw attempt. 
(Right) Aliyah Trotter moves the ball down court and looks to slip past a Robinson defender.

Area Fishing Report
Belton

GOOD. Water lightly stained; 62 
degrees; 2.10 feet low. This week 
started and ended with cold fronts 
which brought high winds and the 
first frost of the season. 

White bass are good using the 
use of the Bladed Hazy Eye Slab 
transitioning from the MAL Heavy 
lures as the water temperature de-
clines. 

Some catches of freshwater 
drum, striped bass and largemouth 

mixed in. Report by Bob Maindelle, 
Holding the Line Guide Service.

Stillhouse
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 57 

degrees; 1.68 feet low. This week 
started and ended with cold fronts 
which brought high winds and the 
first frost of the season. 

White bass are good using the 
use of the Bladed Hazy Eye Slab 
transitioning from the MAL Heavy 
lures as the water temperature de-
clines. 

Some catches of freshwater 
drum, striped bass and largemouth 
mixed in. Report by Bob Maindelle, 
Holding the Line Guide Service.

Waco
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 59 

degrees; 2.79 feet low. Catfish is 
good, drifting main lake flats and 
channel ledges on fresh cut baits 
such as shad and perch. White bass 
and hybrid bass in the main lake. 
Report by Jason “SPUD” Barton, 
Cattin’ Around Adventure’s Profes-

sional Guide Service.
Whitney

GOOD. Water lightly stained; 
60 degrees; 2.17 feet low. Look to 
the skies and follow the birds to 
locate schools of fish. Striped bass 
are good on live and artificial bait. 
Bigger bass biting in 10-45 feet of 
water. Report by Blake Stritz, Blake 
on the Lake Guide Service. Striped 
bass are good trolling over flats 
and ridge lines mid-lake to north 
lake, near the river the channel, us-

ing soft plastic paddle tails in 17-40 
feet of water. Report by Kraig Sex-
ton, Sexton’s Guide Service LLC.

Proctor
SLOW. Water clear; 50 degrees; 

1.60 feet low. Fishing is slow as we 
enter into the winter season. Crap-
pie are fair near brush piles in Cop-
peras Creek Park. 

Catfish are fair drifting in the 
high point area. White bass and 
hybrid stripers are slow on slabs. 
Black bass are slow.


