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QUESTION  
& ANSWER CORNER
Q: How far back does the Gates-
ville Messenger’s archives go?
A: We have copies of newspapers 
dating to 1936.

Send us your questions:
editor@gatesvillemessenger.com

Call: 254-865-5212

Write: P.O. Box 799, Gatesville,  
TX 76528

Chief appraiser Fast works to ensure accuracy
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

For nearly 13 years, Mitch Fast 
has served as chief appraiser for 
the Coryell County Central Ap-
praisal District, working to help 
ensure accurate property values 
throughout the area.

Although a love of math or ac-
counting may be responsible for 
leading many appraisers into that 
career, for Fast it was actually psy-
chology.

“I earned my degree in psycholo-
gy,” he said. “One thing I’ve always 
found interesting is people’s moti-

vations. I know there’s a lot more to 
life than residential real estate, but 
a home purchase is the biggest in-
vestment most people will make in 
their lifetime. I found the dynamics 
between the buyer and seller very 
interesting.”

After growing up in Southwest 
Missouri and starting his career 
working for an appraisal compa-
ny in Branson, Mo., Fast moved to 
Texas in 1999.

“Coming to Texas was really just 
luck,” he said. “A friend of mine 
had gotten a job in Austin, and that 
appealed to me. I loved the idea of 
bright lights and a big city, but I got 

my fill of that over 10 years. I met 
my wife in Austin and had kids, but 
was looking for a change of loca-
tion.”

After working for the Travis 
County Central Appraisal District 
and the Texas Comptroller’s Office, 
the chief appraiser post opened in 
Coryell County.

“I applied here and got the job, 
and it seemed like it was meant to 
be,” Fast said. In more than a de-
cade in the area, he and his family 
have established strong roots here.

CELEBRATING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Above, members of the Gatesville Riding Club head down Main Street during the annual Gatesville Christmas Parade on Dec. 11. Below, Santa Claus makes 
an appearance in the Gatesville Christmas parade before heading to the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce’s Cotton Belt Depot to visit children.

Welcoming 
families of 
prisoners

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Coryell County Chief Appraiser Mitch Fast has held that position since 2009.

BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Serving as directors of the Central Texas 
Hospitality House is much more than a job 
for Conley and Nancy Brown, it is a ministry 
- a way to encourage those who often have 
had their hopes dashed by circumstances in 
life and who endure the stigma of having a 
loved one in prison.

During a recent presentation to the Ex-
change Club, Conley and Nancy talked 
about the role of the hospitality house and 
what being involved with the charity means 
to them.

Conley quoted Hebrews 13:2-3: “Do not 
forget to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by so doing some people have shown 
hospitality to angels without knowing it. 
Continue to remember those in prison as if 
you were together with them in prison, and 
those who are mistreated as if you your-
selves were suffering.”

The mission of the Hospitality House is 
“to meet the spiritual and practical needs 
and offer hope and encouragement to the 
families of offenders, and it provides lodg-
ing, meals and fellowship for those who 
have come to visit family members at one of 
the six prisons in the Gatesville area.

Conley said the facility is open from Fri-
day at noon to Sunday at noon, and it offers 
“food, a place to stay and a shower to those 
who have come here to visit someone in 
prison. We are blessed to be a part of it. God 
has been faithful.”

He compared the situation many families 
of prisoners face to walking along a beach 
“and suddenly finding yourself in water 
over your head. You need God to show up.”

The Hospitality House has received strong 
support from the community, including 
area churches, but Conley said they could 
use more volunteers to help with wash-
ing, drying and folding linens, to help with 
cleaning and to visit with guests.

“God is faithful to give you the words to 
say, and to pray with them,” he said. “Also, 
if churches want to donate meals we would 
welcome that.

“The main thing is just to minister to 
people. Some of them have family in prison, 
and some of those prisoners aren’t ever go-
ing to get out of prison, while others will. 
When you have a loved one in prison, there’s 
a hole in your life, and there’s also a stigma 
people face.”

Nancy said she and Conley have had per-
sonal experience with loved ones in prison.

“Sometimes it’s just a matter of someone 
making one bad decision and being in the 
wrong place at the wrong time,” she said.

“I’ve had to sit across from the mother of 
a 17-year-old whose child was sentenced to 
life in prison. She told me she had no hope, 
and asked me what I could tell her. I told her 
to put God on your journey and He will help 
and encourage you.”

Gatesville has a trio of its own Hometown Angels
BY DAVID SCOTT

STAFF WRITER

“Hometown Angels” began as a dream 
and collaboration of three Gatesville women 
some 20 years ago. Lorrie McDaniel, Michele 
Holden, and R’Lue Gribble saw the need to 
make a difference in the lives of children 
during the holidays.

Each year, a tree is placed at Rancher’s 
Steak House with cards attached with the 

names of children whose parents may be fac-
ing difficult times during the holiday season. 
The cards contain the first name of a child 
and their “wish list.” 

The names are provided by a reliable 
source and with the approval of the parents. 
Gatesville residents choose a card from the 
tree, purchase the gifts, and return them to 
Rancher’s in time for the holidays.

“Because there are so many kids in our 
community that their parents lose jobs and 

they just can’t afford Christmas gifts, so 
that’s why R’Lue, Michele and myself de-
cided to step in and help,” McDaniel said. 
“We try to divide it up so that each child gets 
five gifts - two outfits (of clothing), three 
toys and a coat. If they need a coat, we don’t 
count that as a gift because that is not a gift,” 
she said. 

Sometimes using money out of their own 
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All articles and advertisments 
must meet our standards and 

newspaper format as determined by 
management.

The Gatesville Messenger  
is not responsible for copy  
omission, typographical error or any 
unintentional error other than to 
publish a correction.

As for what he enjoys most about the job, 
Fast said it’s the details of the process and 
how things interact.

“I’ve always loved the art and science of 
appraising,” he said. “You deal with a myriad 
of different issues (in real estate evaluation). 
There’s commercial, agricultural, industrial, 
residential ... it’s very rewarding to be tasked 
with appraising that.

“I also enjoy helping people through the 
process of understanding appraisals, and 
taking what is sometimes a fairly negative 

view and turning it into a positive. I think we 
have one of the better systems in the country 
for determining market values that are ac-
curate.”

Sometimes appraised values may be off, 
and Fast said finding information about that 
property is what helps change that.

“The reason stuff gets woefully under-
appraised is there is sometimes little data 
available,” he said. “Most of the data that is 
available is on residential sales. It’s some-
times more difficult to determine commer-
cial values.”

In Coryell County, “five acres and a house 
seems to be the most desirable property op-
tion. It’s a different market in Copperas Cove 

compared to the rest of the county (because 
of a more mobile population that often stays 
in the area for shorter times), but it seems 
like interests are becoming more similar,” 
Fast said. There’s a more heavy military com-
ponent to real estate in Copperas Cove com-
pared to the rest of the county.”

For residential property, low supply 
throughout the county, which is reflected 
throughout much of Central Texas, results in 
increased demand and higher prices.

Commercially, “There’s not a lot of activity 
in any given year but the trend is upward,” 
Fast said. “The national climate suggests that 
retail is kind of sketchy, but so far it doesn’t 
seem like retail establishments are suffering 

as much in Coryell County as they are at the 
national level.”

Something appraisers look at when deter-
mining property values is when a home is up-
dated, especially when extensive remodeling 
is done so that a property owner can maxi-
mize the price for a home being sold.

“One of the things that we also look at is 
determining the value of property that isn’t 
being remodeled nearby,” Fast said.

 “Determining the appraisal value of a 
home in which $50,000 has been spent to put 
in granite countertops and wood floors vs. 
a home next-door that hasn’t been updated 
and still looks like it did in 1986 is interest-
ing.”

APPRAISER
FROM PAGE A1

BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Although there are key 
dates when determining lo-
cal property values, includ-
ing deadlines for applying 
for tax exemptions, for pay-
ing taxes and for protesting 
an appraised value, there’s 
one word of advice that Co-
ryell County Chief Appraiser 
Mitch Fast urges everyone to 
follow.

“People need to open their 
mail,” he said. “If you get 
something in the mail from 
a government agency, read it 
and see what you need to do 
and when you need to do it. 
Your life can be a lot easier 

if you take care of things in 
a timely manner. There are 
deadlines and it’s harder to 
grant people the exemptions 
they might otherwise be en-
titled to if they are late.”

There can also be penalties 
for dealing with things late, 
not to mention the added 
stress that people may expe-
rience if they wait until the 
last minute or miss a dead-
line.

Many of the specific ques-
tions people might have 
about property values, how 
and when to apply for ex-
emptions and how and when 
to protest a property ap-
praisal can be found on the 

website coryellcad.org.
But an overview indicates 

that Coryell County property 
owners should receive ap-
praisal notices in the mail in 
March and April.

“An appraisal notice 
should be sent out to every 
property owner, so if people 
haven’t gotten their notice, 
they can get on the website 
and see what they need to do 
or call our office” (254-865-
6593). 

The deadline to file to pro-
test a property appraisal is 
May 15.

“It’s a pretty easy process 
for people to do,” Fast said.

Those who file a protest 

will have their concerns 
heard by an independent ap-
praisal review board that is 
appointed by a judge and is 
not directly affiliated with 
the appraisal district.

For Coryell County, there 
are typically five members of 
the appraisal review board 
(ARB), although larger coun-
ties may have 10 times as 
many people on the ARB.

Property values are typi-
cally certified in July, which 
can affect the tax rates set by 
local governmental agencies.

Tax bills are sent out in Oc-
tober. Fast said any property 
owners who did not receive 
the tax rates in either Oc-

tober or November should 
contact the Coryell County 
Central Appraisal District.

City and county govern-
ments are limited to a 3.5 
percent increase in the tax 
rate, or an automatic elec-
tion is called in which citi-
zens can vote either in favor 
of or against the increase. 
Fast said school districts 
have a little more flexibility 
in determining the tax rate, 
however, those districts are 
only able to retain a cer-
tain amount before sending 
funds collected to the state.

The Coryell County Central 
Appraisal District’s Board of 
Directors helps to determine 

key decisions made by the 
CAD, consists of five mem-
bers as of December 2021, 
including Justin Caroth-
ers, chairman; Brandi Diaz, 
secretary; Teresa Johnson, 
spokesperson; Inez Faison 
and Jay Manning. Johnson, 
however, is stepping down 
from that post and will be re-
placed in 2022.

The most recent Appraisal 
Review Board, which listens 
to concerns/protests regard-
ing property appraisals, con-
sists of Al Castillo, chairman; 
Cheryl Kielman, secretary; 
and members Joey Acafalle, 
Linda Makinson and Sandor 
Vegh.

Chief appraiser urges local residents to ‘open their mail’

Nancy said she was adopted 
through a closed process at an ear-
ly age and did not know her birth 
family until she was in her 30s, 
when she was able to track them 
down. She said meeting her natural 
family was an eye-opening experi-
ence.

“I was like, ‘Whoa!’ I had never 
even smoked a cigarette and they 
were into drugs and deep criminal 
activities.”

Nancy said she was later contact-
ed and told that her brother was 
on death row for murders. She said 
while she knew he was involved in 
bad things, she was convinced that 
he was not guilty of the murders, 
and that DNA evidence found at 
the scene did not match up.

“I worked with him on an inno-
cence case (through the Innocence 
Project) for 18 years. People were 
angry and wanted justice, but I will 
believe for the rest of my life that 
he didn’t kill that family. When his 

appeals were out, he was executed 
in 2008.”

Nancy said she and Conley regu-
larly pray that those who are inno-
cent will not be executed.

In another instance, Nancy said 
she went in to witness an execu-
tion of a man whose family did not 
go in.

“I went into a world I never 
thought I’d go into,” she said.

She and Conley have adopted 
children who have struggled be-
cause of dark circumstances in 
their lives and have tried to be a 
positive and godly influence, and 
she has seen the criminal justice 
system impact them.

“I was finally able to visit my 
son after two years - there were no 
visits because of COVID,” she said. 
“We know what it is to be looked 
down on because loved ones are 
considered criminals. It has helped 
us learn to show God’s love to oth-
er families going through that. God 
loves them, He’s with them and He 
will help them through.

“We love being at the Hospital-
ity House, we love this commu- nity - it’s so supportive, warm and friendly.” Echoing her husband, Nancy said 

volunteers are always welcome.
“We need your help,” she said. 

“We have some volunteers but we 
could use more. We have a 95-year-
old man who mops and a 92-year-
old man who cleans the bathroom. 
I’ve tried to take their place and 
they say, ‘If you don’t use it (your 
abilities), you’ll lose it.”

Nancy said she knows the Hospi-
tality House is making a difference 
in people’s lives.

“It’s a needed ministry,” she said. 
“We have six (Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice) units here and 
people are incarcerated, and they 
and their families need your help.”

The Central Texas Hospitality 
House is located at 708 West High-
way 36 in Gatesville. More informa-
tion is available at www.cthhouse.
org. To ask questions, volunteer or 
to make a donation, email cthospi-
talityhouse@gmail.com or call 254-
404-2260.

HOSPITALITY
FROM PAGE A1

pockets, Hometown Angels also 
furnishes stockings filled with can-
dy, small toys, and Bibles. “We wrap 
everything, and we deliver the gifts 
to the families who put the gifts 
away for Christmas and let Santa 
Claus bring them,” McDaniel said.

“We try to get between 100 and 
125 kids each year. This year we 
asked for 75 names because we’re 
getting older and it’s hard. Every 
day when we get off work, we go 
back to work until 9 or 10 p.m. 
every evening separating gifts, get-
ting stockings ready, because we 
have to have everything delivered 
by a certain date. It’s hard work, 
but I wouldn’t change it for the 
world,” McDaniel said.

Gribble shared her thoughts on 
their work by saying, “The reason 

I went in on this is because when 
I was 7 years old, if it hadn’t been 
for the Salvation Army, I wouldn’t 
have had a Christmas that year, so I 
know how it is.”

A past Hometown Angels re-
cipient, Gabriela Maniel Elizondo, 
said “I had been a single mother 
working two to three jobs for the 
better part of my children’s lives. I 
remember them receiving gifts at 
school, which was always a blessing 
to me, everyone wants their kids to 
have a good Christmas, but I really 
never knew where the gifts came 
from. I just assumed it was a school 
program,” she said. 

Upon recently finding out that 
the gifts were actually from the 
Hometown Angels organization, 
she said that she was touched to 
find out about the program and 
to learn that someone out of her 
own community was going out of 
their way to bless her kids all those 

years ago. “I can’t wait until next 
Christmas – I want the chance to 
give back to my community, ‘For it 
is better to give than receive,’ Acts 

20:35.”
One of the three co-founders of 

Hometown Angels, Michele Holden 
said, “It really makes you feel good, 

especially when you can really tell 
the family is appreciative. Some-
times we walk away with tears in 
our eyes.”

ANGELS
FROM PAGE A1

 COURTESY PHOTO

From left, R’Lue Gribble, Michele Holden and Lorrie McDaniel are dedicated to helping provide children’s gifts for Christmas.

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Exchange Club President Alan Mathis (left) stands with Central Texas Hospitality House Directors Nancy and Conley Brown.

DAVID SCOTT| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

An open house was recently held for community members to visit the Central Texas Hospitality House.
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Call 254-386-5318 for more details or 

email jesse.barron@bayermotor.com

1012 E. Main Street, Hamilton, TX 76531                                                        

www.bayerautogroup.com

Parts/Service 

Counter

Representative 

Make up to $45k/year 

depending on experience

Mechanic

Make up to $40/hour 

depending on 

experience

Benefits include 
• 401k

• Halth plan 

M E D I C A L    L O D G E

Supportive work environment  • Generous benefits
Resources to safeguard employee health and well-being

skilled. trusted. compassionate.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM OF 

FAMILIAR FACES!

NURSING POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
FULL TIME, 12 HOUR SHIFTS:

Many of our skilled nurses have been with us for over a decade.

Administrator Michael Beasley 254-865-7575 | 300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 76528

Short Term & Long Term Care and Rehabilitation

APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM/CAREERS

We first opened our doors in 1978 and proudly opened our 
current state-of-the-art facility in 2016. 

CNA
6am - 6pm

6pm - 6am

NURSE
6am - 6pm

6pm - 6am

PRN
As needed

The monthly Gatesville 
Country Music Hall of Fame 
show has been put on hold 
for the time being. According 
to the program coordinator, 
Roger Vierse, a concern for 
safety due to the COVID-19 
virus is a major concern. 

The music series was 
not held from March 2020 
through June 2021 due to 

The Roamin Chariots car club will be host-
ing a car show and toy drive on Saturday, 
Dec. 18, at 10 a.m. in the parking lot of Bare 
Bones Barbeque. The event will be sponsored 
by S&W Products, Bare Bones BBQ and The 
Feed Mill.

The entry fee will be a new unwrapped toy 
with a minimum $10 value. The toys collect-
ed will be distributed by Pathway Youth and 
Family Services.

Judging of the car show will end at 12:30 
p.m. and winners will be announced at 1:30 

Coryell Community 
Church will present a Christ-
mas play for the public on 
Sunday, December 19. The 
Christmas production will be 
held at 9 and 10:30 a.m.

On Friday, December 24, 
the church will hold a Christ-

Mountain Baptist Church 
will be hosting several 
Christmas programs this 
year. On Sunday, Dec. 12, 
the church will have a holi-
day musical beginning at 11 
a.m. 

Also on Sunday, Dec. 12, 
at 6:30 p.m., the church will 
have a drive-through live na-
tivity event featuring Bibli-
cal characters in costume, as 

well as live animals depict-
ing the story of Christmas.

On Sunday, Dec. 19, the 
church will have a candle-
light service.

Mountain Baptist Church 
is located at 6319 E. U.S. 
Highway 84 in South Moun-
tain.

For more information 
about these holiday events, 
call 254-383-2634.

Mountain Baptist Church 

hosts Christmas events

mas Eve candlelight service 
at 5 and 7 p.m.

For more information, 
visit their website at coryell.
church. 

The church is located at 
115 N. Levita Road in Gates-
ville.

CCC to hold Christmas 

play, candlelight service

Car Show and Toy Drive scheduled Dec. 18

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

CHRISTMAS COLOR ON THE COURTHOUSE LAWN: The downtown area is lit up in celebration of the Christmas season. Light displays can be 
seen down Leon Street and around the courthouse square.

Gatesville Hall of Fame 

monthly show on hold
the pandemic. It eventually 
resumed, but with new cases 
of the virus developing, it 
has been decided to cancel 
the December and January 
shows.  

A decision will be made 
later in January as to when 
the music program will begin 
again.

p.m. when trophies will be awarded.
Neighbors supporting neighbors is one way 

to describe the Gatesville community. This 
event shows support to some of the young 
neighbors for their roles they play in the com-
munity.

Bare Bones Barbeque is located at 4305 S. 
State Hwy. 36.

For more information about the car show 
and toy drive, please call Andy Cloud at 254-
216-3201.

First United Methodist 
Church in Gatesville will 
hold Christmas Eve Candle-
light Services on Friday, 
December 24. Service times 
will be at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.

 The church is located at 
2600 East Main Street. For 
more information, call the 
church office at 254-865-
2520 or visit their website at 
https://fumcgatesville.org.

FUMC invites public to 

Christmas Eve services



S. State Hwy. 36.
9:26 p.m., a disturbance 

was reported in the 500 
block of E. Leon Street.

Dec. 12

2:46 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2200 
block of E. Main Street.

10:05 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1300 
block of Westview Drive.

12:21 p.m., an accident 
was reported in the 600 
block of S. Lovers Lane.

1:43 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
1500 block of W. Main Street.

2:30 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 5100 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.

8:59 p.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in the 
500 block of Fieldstone 
Drive.

CORYELL COUNTY

SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Dec. 9

12:22 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 200 block of 
CR 239.

8:39 a.m., a major accident 
was reported on FM 1829 
and CR 321.

9:58 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
4000 block of FM 1113.

4:48 p.m., a gas leak was 
reported in the 500 block of 
CR 274.

4:53 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 6700 block of 
Sunset Drive.

9:22 p.m., shots being fired 
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BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

254-675-8657 Barn
800-675-8657 Barn
254-675-4363 Fax

Sale Every Wednesday

Bonded & Insured

3199 Hwy. 6
P.O. Box 408

Clifton, TX 76634

Wayne Carroll
254-652-1983 Cell
wayne@cliftonlivestock.com

CLIFTON LIVESTOCK

COMMISSION

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

Sunday School  9:30am  

Sunday Worship  10:45am

4012 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville
(One mile east of the loop on the south side of Hwy. 84)

 254-248-0053

gracebibletx.com  
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Estate Planning:  Estate Planning:

Wills-Trusts  |  Elder Law  |  Probate

General Practice

Call: (254) 230-4050
VA Accredited

104 Lindas Lane, Gatesville, TX 76528

Hometown Floors

1101 W. Main St., Gatesville, TX 765281101 W. Main St., Gatesville, TX 76528

254-248-1192 or 254-248-2816254-248-1192 or 254-248-2816

We’ve Got You Covered!

Scott Tatum, OwnerScott Tatum, Owner

Quality flooring • Affordable prices
Sales & Installation

BACKHOE  •  DOZER

SKIDSTEER  •  BRUSH CLEANING

Jed Gribble Construction

Jed Gribble, Owner   P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

FOR INFO: 

254-865-2226

We are at
max 

capacity!
ADOPT 

TODAY!

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 12/13/21).......

$1786.50
SILVER (XAG/USD 12/13/21)..........

$22.32

Recently, the Gatesville/
Coryell County Emergency 
Medical Responder class met 
for the final time. All of the 
students passed the class and 
the final examination – 16 out 
of 16. There will now be six-
teen more sets of hands who 
will be able to render emer-
gency care to the community 
until an ambulance arrives. 
Then they will be able to aid 
the EMT’s and Paramedics 
who arrive on the scene 
with an ambulance.

The class, Extreme 
Education, was coordi-
nated by Tara Feltgen. 
Those who helped as 
instructors were Chris 
Pate, Dwane Cummings, 
Scott Coleman, Robert 
Featherston, Christina 
Coleman, and Dylan 
Newsome – all of whom 
taught the classes with-
out any compensation 
other than knowing 

CITY OF GATESVILLE

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Dec. 9

7:28 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 2900 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

11:57 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 
block of Gates Drive.

12:51 p.m., a fight was re-
ported in the 200 block of S. 
Lovers Lane.

1:05 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 300 
block of Hornet Way.

1:51 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1100 block of 
S. Lovers Lane.

6:35 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 200 
block of N. 14th Street.

Dec. 10

6:20 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 300 
block of S. State Hwy. 36 
Bypass.

10:17 a.m., a fight was re-
ported in the 200 block of 
Lovers Lane.

5:12 p.m., a hit and run 
was reported in the 300 
block of Old Osage Road.

8:07 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
2400 block of Business Hwy. 
36.

8:31 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1400 
block of Westview Drive.

9:47 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of N. 
16th Street.

Dec. 11

10:53 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 900 block of E. 
Leon Street.

12:24 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
2700 block of Business Hwy. 
36.

1:51 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Byrom Street.

3:52 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Bridge Street.

5:18 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2800 block of 

The DISPATCH
The following is a partial list of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of Dec. 9 -12. 
Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the 
police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

they were helping put capable 
hands in the streets to rend 
emergency care. 

Next, they will be able to 
take the National Registry 
Test for EMR’s and qualify 
to be certified as Emergency 
Care Attendants by the Texas 
Department of Health.

The class members by their 
departments included:

Flat Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment 

was reported on Oak Springs 
Road.

Dec. 10

2:03 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
1113 and FM 580.

7:23 a.m., a reckless driver 
was reported southbound on 
FM 116 near Pidcoke.

8:29 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
4000 block of FM 1113.

8:54 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported on CR 
3220 and Oak Springs.

4:38 p.m., illegal burning 
was reported on Qual Mead-
ow Drive.

5:06 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
800 block of Moccasin Bend 
Road.

Dec. 11

12:00 a.m., loud music was 
reported on Baird Street.

12:03 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 300 
block of Hunter John.

4:32 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 5200 block of 
FM 1829.

5:43 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported on FM 116.

5:50 p.m., shots being 
fired was reported in the 700 
block of Oak Woods Courts.

11:48 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported northbound 
on State Hwy. 36.

Dec. 12

2:20 a.m., a reckless driver 
was reported on FM 107 and 
Hwy. 36.

9:53 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
100 block of Sarah Lane.

11:43 a.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported on FM 116 
and Hwy. 84.

2:26 p.m., an out-of-con-
trol burn was reported in the 
9800 block of FM 1241.

4:46 p.m., a neighbor dis-
pute was reported in the 
9500 block of S. Hwy. 36.

9:49 p.m., a fire was re-
ported in the 2700 block of 
Sikes Drive.

Emergency Medical Responder 

Class has final meeting
Firefighters: Heather Bauer, 

Aaron Tippit, and Tabitha 
Tippit

Jonesboro Volunteer Fire 
Department

Chief Bobby Buster and 
firefighters Dona Buster, Wy-
att Faulkner, and Brian Taylor

McGregor Fire Department
Firefighters: Jeffery Doug-

las and Benjamin Janousek
Levita Volunteer Fire De-

partment
Firefighter Ethan Jen-

kins
Coryell City / Osage 

Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment

Firefighter Justice 
Mckenzie

Gatesville Fire De-
partment

Firefighters: Phil 
Gregory, Teristin Byrd, 
Michael Bernquist, Mi-
gel Mata, and Willie Joe 
Taylor.

The Susan Patricia Pitts 
2021 Memorial Scholarship 
is being sponsored by the 
John H. Reagan Chapter 325 
of the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy. The $250 
scholarship will be avail-
able to high school seniors 
(including home-schooled) in 
Coryell and Hamilton County 
schools, and college-level 
(scholar or vocational) stu-
dents whose home residence 

Pitts Memorial Scholarship now accepting applications
is in Coryell or Hamilton 
Counties.

Those wishing to partici-
pate must write an essay of 
approximately 750 words or 
more on the topic of either 
Holt Collier, Jeff Hamilton, 
or William Mack Lee. The es-
say must explain about how 
this person’s life story con-
tinues to have an influence 
in today’s society by using 
research to support their 

thesis. Four sources mini-
mum are required. Wikipe-
dia will not be considered 
a reliable source and use of 
the site will be an automat-
ic dismissal.

The essays will be 
emailed to the membership 
and voted upon at their 
May meeting in which the 
final decision will be an-
nounced. The scholarship 
will be given to the partici-

pant as soon as a winner is 
chosen, and a cashier’s check 
is printed. 

Completed essays must be 
received by April 15, 2022. 

Essays received after this 
date will not be accepted. Pla-
giarism will not be tolerated 
and will constitute an auto-
matic dismissal.  

For essay style rules or for 
more information, contact 
Jane Pitts at 254-723-4727 or 
johnhreagan325udc@yahoo.
com

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, Dec. 11, 2021 
Jody & Robin Thomas • (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville •  (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 170-215 
300-400 lb. 170-212 
400-500 lb. 160-190
500-600 lb. 150-175
600-700 lb. 135-165
700-800 lb. 125-145
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 135-170
300-400 lb. 130-165    
400-500 lb. 130-155
500-600 lb. 125-145
600-700 lb. 120-140
700-800 lb. 115-130

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 65-76
Low Yielding 40-47       
Fats 65-72
Thin & Shelly 15-30

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 60-98

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1300-1550
Young Fair 1100-1300 
Aged Pairs 800-1100

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 500-1150

Number of Head 1024

Merry Christmas!
NEXT SALE JAN. 8, 2022
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Auto Parts & Supplies

Shelton Tire & Wheel, 254-
245-6371. Good used tires, 
$10 & up. We also have alot 
of big truck tires. 
00028942

015

Farm & Ranch

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00028958

018

Pets

Registered Border Collie 
puppies born 10/21/21, $300 
each. Male born 2/11/21, 
$150. 254-986-1288. 
00028965

037

Help Wanted

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!
 Experienced Shingle Roofers 
to work on North Fort Hood 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSI-
CAL and BACKGROUND 
CHECK TO OBTAIN AC-
CESS TO MILITARY BAS-
ES. CONTACT JOHNSON 
ROOFING AT 254-662-5571 
OR VIA EMAIL LFULLER@
JROOF.COM
00028951

All positions available at 
meat processing plant. Apply 
in person at Hamilton Quality 
Meats, 1205 S. Rice, Hamil-
ton, TX. For more info., call 
254-386-4646. 
00028952

Evant ISD is seeking a part-
time long-term substitute for 
High School ELA, grades 9-
12. The position is a half-day 
position for the remainder of 
the 2021-22 school year. The 
pay scale for this position is 
at an elevated scale due to the 
nature of the job responsibili-
ties. Preference will be given 
to certi ed applicants. Con-
tact Cheyenne Cook at 254-
471-5536 or ccook@evantisd.
org if you have questions or 
would like to apply for this 
position. 
00028983

045

Services

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC

Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00028609

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00028875

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential & Commercial
Complete Re-Roofs and 
Repairs. Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 

00028131

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, 
lot clearing, 

stump and brush 
removal. 

254-563-3535 
www.yoseftreeservice.com

00028918

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00028953

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial and 

Residential
Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00028954

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00028955

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00028957

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00028959

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00028960

060

Garage Sale

Dollar Sale Tues., 12/14 - Sat., 
12/18! Boys & Girls Club Re-
sale Shop, 1706 E. Main.  
00028979

070

Land & Lots

Land for sale: 3/4 acre, 104 
Sunny Lane, Gatesville, TX 
76528. Call 430-342-1428 for 
more information. Land goes 
to highest bidder.  
00028984

072

Houses for Sale

I BUY HOUSES, LOTS 
AND ACREAGE.
CASH OFFERS, 

ANY CONDITION.
254-644-3090

00028132

099

Public Notices

$14.50 25 words or less, 1 issue
2nd consecutive issue is free without changes

Additional Words.....................70¢ each
Bold or Centered Type............Add $1.00
Border.......................................Add $1.00
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OPERATOR 1

Please apply and see job description @ https://www.gatesvilletx.com/

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Assisted/Independent Living:  **CNA – FT, Days and nights $4,000 FT sign on 
bonus 1-year commitment
Coryell Health Medical Clinic: LVN FT M-F 8a to 5p � CCMA FT M-F 8a to 5p
Coryell Health Home Health: RN Case Manager – FT � PCA PRN - for Gatesville, 
Evant and Copperas Cove 
Culinary: 
Washer - FT
EMS: **Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – FT sign on bonus of $8000 � 
**EMT P Clinical Manager - FT sign on bonus of $8000 � **EMT B – PRN or FT 
sign on bonus of $4000 
Laboratory: Medical Lab Tech – FT Night Shift, 3p to 3a or Days - Wed. Thur. & Fri.
Material Management: Housekeeper – FT
Med Surg: ** RN House Supervisor - FT 7p to 7a $20,000 FT sign on bonus 
1-year commitment � RN – PRN Nights � LVN-PRN Nights � **CNA–FT Days and 
Nights $4,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment 
Patient Experience:  LSW – Care Transition Coordinator – PRN
Radiology: CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological Technologist – PRN � Cath Lab Tech - PRN
Surgery:  **PACU/Cath Lab RN - FT Cardiac Cath Lab experience 
required-$10,000 Sign on bonus 1 year commitment 
� Cert Central Sterile Tech - PRN  

**FULL TIME SIGN ON BONUS OFFERED** 
Bene  Offered:

� Competitive compensation � Paid Vacation & Sick Leave � Matching 457B investments
� Tuition Reimbursement � Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances

EOE.

Please go to: www.CoryellHealth.org for summary of posted jobs. 
If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality 

team, apply in person or download an application from the web site.

E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org

110 Chicktown Rd.

RN Unit Manager: FT � RN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and 

Nursing

**LVN FT & PRN: All Shifts for Charge Nurse and Nursing $10,000.00 
FT sign-on bonus 1-year commitment
**CNA/NA: FT  Day & Night Shifts $4,000.00 FT sign-on bonus 1-year 
commitment
**CMA/CNA: FT - $4,000.00 FT sign-on bonus, 1 year commitment.

Nurse Aide for Texas

**Full Time Sign On Bonus Offered
Bene s Offered
Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

   Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.
Please go to our website: or ell e l org for summary of posted jobs.

If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality
team; apply in person or download an application from our web site:

EOE

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

GATESVILLE TRAILS APARTMENTS
101 Trails Private Drive, Gatesville, TX 76528

NOW LEASING
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments. Must be 55 years of age or older.

Income limits in place with variable rents. Handicapped units available. 
Appliances provided. Flooring, Central Air and Heating, Washer & 

Dryer Connections, and Community Room.

Contact Manager/Administradora

Telephone/Telephono: 817-514-6767 EXT. 1
Relay/Rele #711

TLBLISS@SBCGLOBAL.NET
This is an equal opportunity provider and employer/ Esta institucion es un proveedor y empleador de igualdad de oportinidades.
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Services

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00028956

045

Services

078

Apartments

078

Apartments

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TO DISCUSS OGLESBY ISD

State Financial Accountability Rating

OGLESBY ISD will hold 
a public meeting

at 4:30pm, Dec. 30, 2021
in the Oglesby ISD Board Room at

125 College Ave.
Oglesby, Texas 76561

The purpose of this meeting
is to discuss Oglesby ISD’s 

rating on the state’s
Financial accountability system

00028988

099

Public Notices

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of BARBARA ANN BURKE, Deceased, were is-
sued on December 1, 2021, in Cause No. 21-10533, pending in 
the County Court at Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: MAU-
REEN BRELAND.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present them to the under-
signed within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

c/o: DANIEL A. CORBIN
Attorney at Law
603 North 8th Street
Killeen, TX 76541

DATED the 9th day of December, 2021.

DANIEL A. CORBIN
Attorney for MAUREEN BRELAND
State Bar No.: 04814300
603 North 8th Street
Killeen, TX 76541
Telephone: (254) 526-4523
Facsimile: (254) 526-6711
E-mail: legal@corbinlegalteam.com
00028987

By shopping local, you are 

helping your community 

thrive. Every dollar spent 

counts! Not only are local 

jobs being created and 

sustained, but sales tax 

generation supports our 

police and fire departments, 

road maintenance, parks 

and an overall quality of life.

A study done by Civic 

Economics found that for 

every dollar spent
in a local small business, 48

cents recirculate into our 

community. For 

every dollar spent
at a chain retailer, 14 cents

finds it way back into the 

local economy; whereas, 

sales and use taxes paid for 

online purchasesgo to 

the state where the company 

or warehouse is located.

WHY SHOP

LOCAL?

Advertising in 

The Gatesville Messenger 
will bring dollars into your business and 

can help our entire community prosper!

Call 254-865-5212 today.

www.gatesvillemessenger.com
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If you have a band or 
know of someone who does, 
please contact Ronald Me-
dart at 254-865-6013 to 
schedule stage time. Also, 
there are 32 full hookups 
for those who wish to bring 
their RV’s and stay awhile. 
30 Amps are $20 per night, 
and 50 Amps are $25 per 
night. We hope you do plan 
to stay as Pearl is a great 
place to spend a Winter 
night or two!

February 13th will be the 
next Scholarship Auction at 
the Pearl Church of Christ. 
Items for bid will be out by 
January 30th. You are wel-
come to drop by the church 
and place bids at any time. 
All proceeds benefit local 
scholarships as well as His 
Kids in Lampasas. This silent 
auction closes at Noon on 
the 13th following the 10:30 
a.m. services at the church. 
All are welcome to attend

Great News: The McDon-
ald’s are coming home! By 
sometime in January, Ron 
and Marilyn will be making 
their home in Gatesville. Ac-
tually, the couple was here 
this past weekend to view 
their new home and finalize 
plans. They stayed with the 
Ray’s in Pearl during their 
visit and all that noise you 
heard coming from the Ray 

home was the giddy laugh-
ter of a glee-filled celebra-
tion! Or, it could have been 
the terrified screams of Ron 
as he rode in the back seat 
while Linda drove he and 
Marilyn around the area. 
Ron said that not once did 
Linda look at the road, and 
most of their journey was 
spent either in ditches or 
riding dead center (no pun 
intended) along the center 
stripe as Linda chatted mer-
rily to Marilyn who was seat-
ed obliviously in the front 
seat listening intently. (Linda 
explained that it is safer 
to drive in the bar ditches, 
but she didn’t say safer for 
whom.) Fortunately, no per-
sons were harmed during 
this escapade! Ron should 
have checked with Kay Pru-
ett about riding with Mrs. 
Ray. She would have told 
him she had already expe-
rienced the terror of such a 
trip with Linda. Remember, I 
have told you about the time 
that Kay rode with Linda to 
deliver Christmas baskets 
down the country roads in 
Pearl and found that Linda 
usually takes off before the 
passenger gets completely 
back into the truck. Kay, 
I understand, had a few 
choice words to say about 
this driver and swore never 

NEWS FROM PEARL

Scholarship Auction at Pearl 
Church of Christ Feb. 13 

BY BETSY CLARK

T
he next Pearl Bluegrass and Pearl Book 

Cottage Day will be January 1st. A won-

derful way to welcome in the New Year 

is by listening to some great music at the 

Community Center and selecting a good book or 

two (or other items) at the bookstore! Then, the 

5th of February will be the next date that the Blue-

grass and Bookstore events occur. The Pearl Com-

munity Center opens at 7 a.m., and the Book Cot-

tage opens from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Bluegrass 

Café opens at 11 a.m. Be sure and spread the word!

CLARK

to ride with Linda again! But, 
alas, I know that Ron likes 
to live dangerously and will 
probably ride along with 
Linda many more times in 
the near future because he is 
a good husband and will join 
his beautiful wife and her 
dear friend wherever they 
decide to galivant—in the 
backseat praying fervently! 
(As a frequent flyer with Lin-
da as the pilot, I can tell you 
that she has an angel on her 
shoulder as I always return 
in one piece and can’t even 
remember how we got to our 
destinations. God is good!)

The closing verse for this 
week comes from Ephesians 
3:20-21—Now to Him who is 
able to do far more abun-
dantly than all that we ask 
or think, according to the 
power at work within us, to 
Him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus through-
out all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen. ESV

To keep up with the lat-
est Pearl news online, you 
can go to the “Pearl Cot-
tage Bookstore” Facebook 
page or the “Pearl Church of 
Christ” Facebook page. Or 
you can contact me at bet-
syclark47@yahoo.com for 
more information or to sub-
mit any Pearl news that you 
might have.
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M E D I C A L    L O D G E

We care about our healthcare teams and offer a supportive work 
environment with generous benefits and resources to safeguard employee 
health and well-being. For more information or to apply, visit us online 

today at www.hillsideml.com/careers or call Administrator Michael 

Beasley at 254-865-7575.

skilled. trusted. compassionate.

Short Term & Long Term Care and Rehabilitation

Come join

Hillside’s leading

healthcare team!

OTHER POSITIONS

• Dietary Aide – 

   1pm - 7:30pm or 6am-1pm 

• Housekeeping –

   6:30am - 2:30pm

• Laundry – 
 Weekend doubles
 Mon-Fri. 6:30am-2:30pm

• Receptionist 

 Part Time/Fill in weekends

NURSING POSITIONS 

Full Time, 12 Hour Shifts:

• CNA – 

   6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• Nurse – 

   6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• PRN

Give  
the gift  
of

The 

Gatesville 

Messenger

Give a one year 
subscription 
to a friend or 
family member 
and receive 
three free 
months on your 
subscription!*

254-865-5212

IT’S 

*Gift recipient must not have had a 
subscription for the last 6 months for 
you to receive 3 free months. If you 
don’t know, you can call our office at 
254-865-5212 to find out.

MABLE ILENE 
BUSH
Nov. 7, 1942 – Nov. 28, 2021

Mable Ilene Fleming Bush, 
age 79, passed away on Nov. 
28, 2021, in Waco, surround-
ed by the love of her family. 
Funeral services were held 
Friday, Dec. 3 at 10 a.m. with 
Rev. John Rainey officiat-
ing. Interment followed in 
Turnersville Cemetery near 
Gatesville.

Mable was born on Nov. 7, 

OBITUARIES

1942, in Pidcoke, to the late 
Charles Maurice and Juanita 
Manning Fleming. She at-
tended Turnersville schools 
and graduated in 1961. She 
attended 4C Business School 
in Waco, and then moved to 
Houston to start her banking 
career.

On Jan. 20, 1967, she mar-
ried the love of her life, Irvin 
Bush. Irvin and Mable were 
blessed with a son, Kary 
Bush, in 1970. The fam-
ily moved from Houston to 
Hewitt, in 1976.

Mable worked in the bank-
ing field until her retirement 
from the First National Bank 
of Moody in 2004. Along the 
way, her son married Tammy 
Tate Bush in 1994, and she 
welcomed two beautiful 
granddaughters in 1995 and 
1998. Irvin and Mable moved 
to Riesel in 2004 to be closer 
to their granddaughters.

After retirement, Mable 
went on to work in the caf-
eteria at the elementary for 
Riesel ISD, where many of 
the kids referred to her as 
Granny since her two grand-

daughters assured their 
friends they could count on 
her to put “extra love” in 
their meals. She was known 
throughout her family, 
friends, and community for 
her delicious cookies and 
pies, often meeting the girls 
at the school bus with treats 
for them and their bus driv-
ers and friends or providing 
sweets for school and com-
munity events.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Charles Mau-
rice Fleming and Juanita 
Manning Fleming and one 
sister, Lola Christine Fleming 
Esparza.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 54 years, Irvin Bush 
of Riesel; her son and daugh-
ter-in-law Kary and Tammy 
Bush of Riesel; two grand-
daughters Kayla Mulholland 
and husband, Garrett, of Col-
lege Station, and Emily West-
brook and husband, Clayton, 
of College Station; siblings, 
Charlotte Latham, Margie 
Cline, and Norris “Judge” and 
wife, Joann Fleming.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

CORKS & KEGS: The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce hosted Corks & Kegs on the Courthouse Square 
last Saturday. Area wineries and brew pubs were giving out sample tastings to attendants while they en-
joyed live music. Local vendors were also on hand to offer shopping opportunities. 
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GATESVILLE CHRISTMAS PARADE

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Gatesville High School marching band adds music and festivity to the Gatesville Christmas Parade on Dec. 11. The event went from H-E-B to Lovers Lane.

BIG CITY MEDICINE

Small Town Care

Gatesville • Moody 

Temple • Waco 

 CoryellHealth.org

Keeping perspective this the holiday season
As we begin the stretch run to-

ward Christmas, with nine days 
to go until Christmas Eve, a well-
orchestrated sense of urgency 
starts to simmer. Have we gotten 
our loved ones enough gifts, or the 
right gifts?

That lingering sense of urgency 
is nothing new, but there’s been a 
certain hysteria stirred up by some 
national media sources warning of 
supply line breakdowns, shortages 
and cargo ships a plenty off the 
West Coast unable to be unloaded.

The drumbeats of anxiety have 
been pounding for weeks if not 
months, and they get a little louder 
every day it seems, with the mes-
sage that it may not be the tradi-
tional Christmas we’ve known for 
so long.

Is that really such a bad thing? 
Over the past several decades, what 

has been billed as the traditional 
Christmas is actually far from it. 
Sure, we sing songs about peace 
on earth, goodwill to men and the 
birth of our savior, but in the holi-
day shopping and preparation fren-
zy, it’s all too easy for that message 
to be drowned out.

I understand we all want to make 
our loved ones feel appreciated, 
but if we focus only on the mate-
rial bounty of Christmas, then the 
message of hope, peace, love and 
salvation can be overshadowed, if 
not crowded out entirely.

If shortages and supply line 
breakdowns can instead lead peo-
ple to focus on the true meaning of 
Christmas, is that really such a bad 
thing?

What do you think, Tallulah?

***

I know people get caught up 
in many different things during 
the Christmas season. It reminds 
me of some of my canine friends 
who chase their tails around and 
around. People laugh at those dogs, 
but aren’t people sometimes doing 
the same thing emotionally, espe-
cially during such a busy time as 
Christmas?

I’m lucky that as a dog, I don’t 
have to shop. My basic needs are 
taken care of, and the best pres-
ents I can ever get are Jeff coming 
home from work every day, spend-
ing time with me and taking me on 
walks (and of course, sharing food 
with me and the occasional treat 
or 10).

I guess dogs are easier to please, 
but I don’t think that’s such a bad 
thing. It doesn’t take too much to 
send us over the moon, and I think 

the fact that we keep a child-like in-
nocence our whole lives is some-
thing a lot of people appreciate.

One of my best Christmas pres-
ents will be spending time with my 
human brother Sam over the holi-
days. That will bring me more true 
joy than the most impressive gift 
under a tree.

One of the songs my Daddy (Jeff) 
sang with his church choir was 
“Why Can’t it Be Christmas All Year 
Long?” Well, for me and a lot of 
other doggies out there, it is! We 
never lose that sense of excitement, 
joy and pure ol’ contentment. Find-
ing joy in what matters most can 
be hard for some people, but many 
of you could learn a lesson or two 
from us dogs.

Jeff Osborne and Tallulah can be 
reached at jeff@gatesvillemessen-
ger.com.

Jeff’s Reflections &

Lu’s Views

By Jeff Osborne & Tallulah
Jeff Osborne is senior staff writer 
and editor for the Gatesville Messen-
ger and Tallulah is his trusted bor-
der collie-Jack Russell terrier mix.

DAVID SCOTT| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Coryell County Sheriff’s Office float won first place for Division I entries.

DAVID SCOTT| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Hillside Medical Lodge float won first place among Division II floats.

DAVID SCOTT| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Hitt Photography’s float captured first place in Division III competition.
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Lady Hornets split 4 games in Fairfield
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

The Gatesville Lady Hornets led from start 
to finish to hold off the Robinson Rockets in 
the Bronze Bracket Championship game of 
the Fairfield Tournament Saturday.

Gatesville then faced the Rockets Tues-
day, Dec. 14 at Gatesville in a non-district 
matchup and will travel to China Spring Fri-
day, Dec. 17.

Over the weekend, the Lady Hornets went 
2-2 in the tournament. In the Saturday clash 
they won 34-31 over Robinson.

The Hornets led 7-4 after the first quarter 
and built the lead to 14-6 at halftime. In the 
third quarter, the Hornets were outscored 
18-13. The Hornets held on for the three-
point victory with seven points in the frame.

Kamryn Higginbotham scored 12 points to 
lead the scoring.

Kagen Hunt and Taylor Coward added six 
points each for the Lady Hornets.

Other scorers were Aliyah Trotter with 
four, Matti Mann three, Madison Hester two 
and Tamiah Miller one.

The team opened the tournament with 

a 48-29 loss to China Spring, Dec. 9. China 
Spring pulled away in the second half out-
scoring the Lady Hornets, 26-10 after lead-
ing 22-19 at halftime.

Seven Hornets scored in the game.
Higginbotham led with eight points.
Others getting in the scoring column were 

Hunt with six, Coward five, Charlie Sommer-
feld four and Laura Trejo,Tamiah Miller and 
Madison Hester with two each.

On Friday, Mount Vernon beat the Hornets, 
59-29. Mount Vernon led 37-14 at halftime 
and 48-21 entering the fourth quarter.

Coward scored 12 points to lead the Lady 
Hornets.

Other scorers were: Laura Trejo three, 
Sommerfeld three, McKenzie Feldman three, 
Aliyah Trotter two, Higginbotham two, Hunt 
two, Miller two.

Gatesville  defeated Marlin, 31-23. The 
Lady Hornets outscored Marlin, 19-2 in the 
fourth quarter to pull out the win.

Seven Lady Hornets scored. The scorers 
were: Trotter six, Hunt six, Higginbotham 
five, Coward four, Miller four, Trejo four and 
Kylie Cox two points.

Hornets’ injuries lead to dropping 4 straight games
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

The Hornets had two key 
players go out with injuries 
in the first game of the Little 
River Academy Tournament 
Thursday. 

Six-foot-four Tyler Shea 
and shooting guard Jack 

Carroll were slowed in 
the opener and the team 
dropped all four games in 
the tournament.

Waco Connally ran to con-
vincing 81-20 win on Thurs-
day in the opener.

The Hornets were out-
scored 24-10 in the opening 
quarter.

Connally led 43-10 at half-
time.

Leaders for the Hornets 
were: Shea with eight points 
and nine rebounds and Trae 
Miller with six rebounds.

Salado 77, Gatesville 62: 
Carter Williams scored 19 
points and pulled down 
eight rebounds in the Game 

2 battle. 
Salado outscored the Hor-

nets 26-6 in the first quarter.
Salado led 41-23 at half-

time and 54-44 going into 
the fourth quarter.

Rayshon Smith scored 15 
points and added five re-
bounds. Carroll scored 15 
points.

Grandview 41, Gatesville 
39: Grandview scored at the 
buzzer to knock off GHS.

Grandview outscored the 
Hornets, 14-1, in the fourth 
quarter.

Williams scored 16 points 
and led on the boards. Smith 
scored nine points.

China Spring 51,  Gates-

ville 39: Carroll had 14 
points and four rebounds in 
Game 4 of the tournament 
for the Hornets. Williams 
scored 12 points and pulled 
down nine rebounds.

China Spring led 24-23 at 
halftime and by three enter-
ing the fourth at 35-32.

Jonesboro takes third place in Morgan tournament

BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

Jonesboro won the third-place 
game in the Morgan Tournament 
with a 49-45 win over Cranfills 
Gap.

Jonesboro defeated Penelope 
45-43 in the Eagles tournament 
opener.

In Game 2, Morgan defeated the 
Eagles, 63-47, to put the Eagles in 
third place game. 

The Eagles were led by the play 
of Ian Shoaf and Jacob Cisneros in 
the tournament.

The Eagles are now 3-4.
Chilton tops Lady Eagles

The Jonesboro Lady Eagles 
dropped a non-district game at 
Chilton, 41-34, Friday.

Paiton Green had eight points 
and Alissa Shumate added six 
points.

“We can’t make layups or free 
throws,’’ coach Billy Wayne Mass-
ingill said.

The varsity girls were sched-
uled to play the Mount Calm Lady 
Panthers at 6 p.m. Tuesday, while 
the boys had a Tuesday contest vs. 
Chilton.

The boys were scheduled to play 
Perrin-Whitt at 6 p.m. Thursday.

BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

The Evant Lady Elks were 
able to take some tough 
teams in the Zephyr Tourna-
ment over the weekend to 
fine tune their skills for dis-
trict play.

“We were able to play a 
couple of tough teams be-
fore we start up again with 
district play and hopefully 
we were able to learn from 
our mistakes and get some-
thing we can use to help us 
as the season progresses,’’ 
Evant coach Chad Baker said. 
“It was a long tournament 
with three games in three 
days and so I know the girls 
are feeling it, especially with 
only seven players.  Once we 
figure out, we are capable of 
playing and competing with 
these better teams like May, 
Lometa and even Gordon last 
weekend, we will be all right.  

“At any given time we 
could end up with five fresh-
men on the court, so consid-
ering we are a very young 
team, I have been pleased 
with our development so far 

this year. ‘
Zephyr Tournament Re-

sults
May 51, Evant 24: In the 

opener, May jumped out 
to an early lead with a 14-4 
scoring spree. By halftime. 
May had built a 32-6 lead.

May outscored Evant, 11-6 
in the third quarter before 
the Lady Elks closed with a 
strong fourth quarter.

Emiliegh Burton 14 led the 
scoring with 14 points.

Hailey Neri, Molly Wal-
drum, Caeleigh Burkham, 
Izzy Gandy and Luwi Rodri-
guez all had two points each.

“We really did not play well 
in this game,’’ Baker said. 
“We let their reputation scare 
us and we really fell apart vs. 
their press.  We also strug-
gled to run offense and score 
in the half court.  It was truly 
a lesson in humility.’’

Lometa 45, Evant 39: The 
Lady Elks scored 25 points in 
the second half to keep pace.

Burton racked up 18 
points against Lometa.

Other scorers were Luwi 
Rodriguez seven, Hailey 
Neri  six, Izzy Gandy four, 

Caeleigh Burkham and Bree 
Ramirez with two each.

“We had a slow start and 
it cost us the game, because 
every other quarter we either 
outscored them, or scored 

the same as them.  We made 
a couple runs in the second 
half, and got within two late 
in the third quarter,’’ Baker 
said. 

“I was happy that we com-

peted with them this time 
and were able to bounce 
back from our poor outing 
against May.’’

May and Lometa played 
later in the tournament and 

May won in the last seconds 
by one  point.

Evant 42, Bluff Dale 
37: The Lady Elks rode a 
19-point game from Burton 
to victory on Saturday over 
Bluff Dale.

Evant led from start to fin-
ish, taking a 19-9 lead after 
one quarter. Evant led 24-19 
at half and 33-27 entering 
the fourth quarter.

 Izzy Gandy and Luwi 
Rodriguez scored six each. 
Molly Waldrum added four, 
Caeleigh Burkham  three and 
Bree Ramirez two points.

“We got out to a good start 
and that really was the dif-
ference in this game, much 
like Lometa did to us the 
game before,” Baker said. 

“We got in foul trouble ear-
ly, with four of seven players 
having four fouls going into 
the fourth quarter,’’ Baker 
said.

Only one fouled out.
“Key players had to sit 

early due to fouls and we 
let them get closer than we 
should have, but overall we 
played well and were able to 
pull off the win,’’ Baker said.

Evant Lady Elks building foundation with young team

Gatesville wrestling teams expect competitive field in Bryan

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Emiliegh Burton is one of the standouts helping pace the Lady Elk basketball team.

BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

Gatesville will get a chance to mix it up with some top state 
talent in the Bryan ISD Doc Hess Classic, Dec. 18 in Bryan.

The Bryan tournament will have 40-50 schools.
“In years past there were more than 1,000 wrestlers com-

peting in this tournament,’’ said Gatesville wrestling coach 
Robert Clater, Jr. “We have had a good start to the season. 
The team as a whole has greatly surpassed expectations.’’

The team has had multiple first-place winners in tourna-
ments; both boys and girls.

“We have also been challenged, having a losing record in 
the Harker Heights tournament,’’ Clater said. ”As good as we 
have done, we can improve even more.’’

Lady Eagles 
fall to Chilton

 COURTESY PHOTO

Members of the Jonesboro Eagles are: (front roll) Jacob Cisneros #3, Jaden Domel #5, Dakota Riley #10 Costin Allison #2, Manny Torres and #22 Garrett Young. (Back 
row) Ian Shoaf #12, Jimmy Whatley #44, Layton Blanchard #32 and coach Chris Simon. The team ballboy is Jaxson Simons in front. Not pictured is Nat Hilliker #34.


