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QUESTION  
& ANSWER CORNER
Q: When does the Christmas pa-
rade start?
A: 10 a.m. today. It will travel 
down Main Street from H-E-B to 
Lovers Lane.

Send us your questions:
editor@gatesvillemessenger.com

Call: 254-865-5212

Write: P.O. Box 799, Gatesville,  
TX 76528

Helping to encourage, rebuild lives
Hidden Gem 
focuses on 
restoration

Victims, 
survivors 
honored

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

From left, Jenny Featherston, Bethany Tennison and Delisa Sandell are dedicated to helping others find help and healing through Hidden 
Gem, a nonprofit that offers encouragement to crime victims and their loved ones.

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Trees at Hidden Gem were decorated to honor favorite colors of 
crime victims and included photos nearby.

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Coryell County District Attorney Dusty Boyd talks to those gathered 
at a holiday event honoring crime victims.

BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Helping to rebuild lives of 
people who have been shat-
tered or disrupted because 
they are the victims of crime 
- or the loved ones of victims 
- while offering encourage-
ment, support and finan-
cial assistance is the aim of 
Hidden Gem Family Center, 
a nonprofit organization lo-
cated at 115 S. Seventh St.

Since it first began opera-
tions in July under the direc-
tion of  Executive Director 
Jenny Featherston and Pro-
gram Director Julia Smith, 
the organization has sought 
to help those who are often 
enduring dark and difficult 
times because of the way 
crime has impacted their 
lives.

“We’re all about family res-
toration,” said Featherston, 
who is also the crime victim 
assistance coordinator for 
the Coryell County District 
Attorney’s Office. In that 
role, she said she works with 
victims and their loved ones 
to refer them the resources 
and services that can help 
them.

“We were having to out-
source a lot of that to other 
counties. Coryell County 
just didn’t offer a whole lot 
when it came to those types 
of services, so I decided it 
would be good to start our 
own.”

The name of the organi-
zation came about as a way 
of reflecting every person’s 
value, which is sometimes 
hidden beneath the surface, 
Featherston said.

“As far as the name, I felt 
like God gave it to me,” she 
said. “When you are go-
ing through really diffi-
cult times it’s important to 
get past the rough and to 
find the gem that’s hidden 
within, to bring out the best 
and shine the way that God 
wants it to.”

Among the services the 
nonprofit offers is to help 

BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Survivors of crime and 
relatives of victims who died 
because of crime gathered 
at Hidden Gem Family Cen-
ter on the Coryell County 
Courthouse square recently 
to remember their loved 
ones and to thank those who 
stood by them through the 
darkest of times.

Fourteen Christmas trees 
were set up in honor of 
crime victims who died, and 
a 15th tree represented sur-
vivors. Family members or 
friends of those who died 
were able to place an angel 
or angel’s wings on a tree in 
their memory, and survivors 
or their loved ones were able 
to place a dove on a tree to 
celebrate their triumph over 
adversity.

“We want the families to 
know we haven’t forgot-
ten,” said Jenny Featherston, 
crime victims assistance co-
ordinator for Coryell Coun-
ty. “We want to celebrate 
their loved ones with them, 
and it’s a reunion for us to 
be with them and let them 
know we still support them.”

Coryell County District 
Attorney Dusty Board, as-
sistant DAs and other staff 
also attended the event, and 
voiced their support for 
victims and those who care 
about them.

“It’s always really reward-
ing to see people whose 
cases have been finished (in 
the legal system) and also to 
visit with those whose cases 
continue. It’s great to be able 
to spend time with them, es-
pecially during this time of 
year (before Christmas).”

Boyd praised Featherston, 
who has the dual role of 
working for the DA’s office 
and coordinating efforts for 
the nonprofit Hidden Gem, 
and other volunteers for 
their efforts.

“Jenny does such a great 
job, along with others who 

Book focuses on experiences of WW II veterans

PLEASE SEE HELP| A2 PLEASE SEE EVENT A2

BY DAVID SCOTT

STAFF WRITER

The Gatesville Public Library re-
cently hosted a book signing with 
award-winning author Kaye D. 
Schmitz, who was signing her most 
recent novel, “The Road Remem-
bered.” Her novel chronicles the 
lives of real World War II veterans 
– all of whom allowed her to use 
their names and actual experiences 
as characters and plot points in her 
story. 

Local interest in the novel was 
spurred by two WW II veterans fea-
tured in her story, Erwin Davis and 
his twin brother, Ervin, who were 
natives of nearby Pearl, Texas.

“Three years ago, I flew to Texas 

to meet Erwin Davis – and that re-
ally kick-started the journey of 
writing my latest novel. The Davis 
twins are featured prominently 
throughout the book,” Schmitz 
said. “One of my biggest regrets 
is that Erwin is no longer with us. 
Oh, how I would have loved to have 
had him sitting beside me signing 
the book with me,” she said. Ervin 
Davis passed away on March 9, 
2018, in Waco at the age of 92. His 
brother, Erwin, died at age 95 at his 
home in Austin on July 16, 2021. 

The twins were born in Pearl in 
1925 to William Alvis Davis and 
Hattie Ruth DeLoach Davis. Upon 
graduating from Pearl High School, DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Top left, author Kaye D. Schmitz signed books at the Gatesville Public Library. Top right, Schmitz (center) with the daughters 
of Erwin and Ervin Davis, Darla Wilson, daughter of Ervin Davis and RuthAnn Koepcke, daughter of Erwin Davis.
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M E D I C A L    L O D G E

We care about our healthcare teams and offer a supportive work 
environment with generous benefits and resources to safeguard employee 
health and well-being. For more information or to apply, visit us online 

today at www.hillsideml.com/careers or call Administrator Michael 

Beasley at 254-865-7575.

skilled. trusted. compassionate.

Short Term & Long Term Care and Rehabilitation

Come join

Hillside’s leading

healthcare team!

OTHER POSITIONS

• Dietary Aide – 

   1pm - 7:30pm or 6am-1pm 

• Housekeeping –

   6:30am - 2:30pm

• Laundry – 
 Weekend doubles
 Mon-Fri. 6:30am-2:30pm

• Receptionist 

 Part Time/Fill in weekends

NURSING POSITIONS 

Full Time, 12 Hour Shifts:

• CNA – 

   6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• Nurse – 

   6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• PRN

Rhonda Burns
Rhonda is a faithful and joyful volunteer at 

CTHH. She started volunteering one year ago.  

Her favorite place to serve is in our kitchen!  

She cleans up all our messes after a busy week-

end and NEVER complains. When a guest 

gets a cold drink from the refrigerator, that’s be-

cause Rhonda stocks it each Monday. Rhonda 

brings laughter, joy, and a pleasant smile each 

week. We look forward to her presence and are 

so grateful for her faithful service. Thank you 

Rhonda!!!

Located: 708 Hwy. 36 West, Gatesville, TX 76528

For information: 254-404-2260
www.cctthouse.org | cthospitalityhouse@gmail.com

Mailing: P.O. Box 124, Gatesville, TX 76528

NO FUNDS ARE RECEIVED FROM ANY GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES, LOCAL, STATE, 

OR FEDERAL. CTTH IS FUNDED BY CHURCHES, BUSINESSES, AND INDIVIDUALS 

THAT SHARE OUR VISION.

We offer free lodging and food to families visiting their loved ones 
incarcerated in the Central Texas prison system.

Our mission is to provide hope and encouragement to those families.

to our

Volunteer of the Month

nonprofit offers is to help com-
munity members obtain their gen-
eral equivalency degrees if they 
haven’t received their high school 
diplomas, to connect people with 
programs to help them break 
the cycle of addiction, to provide 
help for people who are hurting 
because of abuse and to help find 
financial resources for those who 
need them.  It also provides op-
portunities for people who need 
to talk about their struggles, and 
also plans to offer Bible studies for 
those who are interested.

The organization is faith-based, 
so there is a strong emphasis on 
finding healing through the love 
and strength available through 
prayer and a relationship with God.

Two of the volunteers with Hid-
den Gem are Delisa Sandell and 
Bethany Tennison, who have over-
come adversity in their own lives 
and want to encourage and support 
others.

“Being a victim, I came in to see 
Jenny and get help, and she started 
talking to me about Hidden Gem,” 
Sandell said. “She and others with 
the group have been the army of 
God sent to help bring me out of 
my despair.

“I have come to realize that 

there’s only so much people can 
understand if they haven’t been 
through the trauma (of being a vic-
tim) themselves. That’s something 
I can help with. I understand per-
sonally what it is like to have gone 
through that. I still have trouble 
with trauma, but it helps to work 
through that with others who un-
derstand and who care and support 
you.”

Tennison said she wants to en-
courage those who are struggling, 
and to help them know that help is 
available.

“My drive is being a life coach,” 
she said. “I love to help people 
overcome addiction so they can be 
who they’re meant to be through 
Christ. I go to the jail and talk to 
people so I can give them informa-
tion about resources available if 
they want to change. I have gotten a 
lot of positive feedback.

“This is a good place to come and 
get help so that people can become 
who they are meant to be.”

One goal Hidden Gem is working 
toward is transforming a former 
substance abuse treatment facility 
in the Evant area into transitional 
housing for those who need it.

“It surprised us how many home-
less people there are, and they have 
no support,” Featherston said. “Our 
goal is to give them that help and 
support.”

Those who have been victimized 

often suffer long-term emotional 
trauma that can be difficult to over-
come.

“It’s important to offer people 
support so they don’t fall into ad-
diction as a way to cope,” Sandell 
said. In our society, the thought is 
that if you go through something 

bad, you just dust yourself off and 
pick yourself off by your boot-
straps and get over it. Sometimes 
it’s not that easy.”

Sometimes people may be suffer-
ing through trauma and may not 
ever be aware that they need help, 
Featherston said.

“What’s amazing is so many peo-
ple don’t even realize they’ve been 
victims of abuse, or they don’t ac-
cept that,” she said.

“I know God has been with me 
every step of the way (through her 
own struggle),” Sandell said. “When 
you’re in that trauma there are so 
many thoughts and so many ques-
tions of why and how.”

Featherston said that under-
standing of the difficulties people 
are facing and the desire to help 
them is a key to helping them heal.

“That is so important,” she said. 
“Those who have gone through the 
trauma can help those who are still 
going through it. That also helps 
your relationship with the Lord 
grow stronger.

“We want to be able to help any-
one who has been through trauma 
no matter what the trauma is.”

Donations are welcome, Feath-
erston said, and people can also 
call if they are struggling and need 
help.

The nonprofit’s goal is to offer 
counseling, child care and tempo-
rary and transitional housing in 
2022.

To make a donation or for more 
information, call 254-206-3003. 
Information is also available at the 
Hidden Gem website (hiddengem-
familycenter.com or Facebook 
page.

HELP
FROM PAGE A1

devote their time and efforts,” 
he said. “We (the staff of the DA’s 
office) work together with them as 
true advocates for those who have 
suffered because of crime.”

Addressing those attending the 
event, Boyd said he was glad to 
see those with whom he and other 
staff have built strong bonds.

“I missed y’all,” he said. “It’s 
been two years (since the last such 
gathering, because of COVID-19 
disruptions), and I want to thank 

Jenny Featherston and other vol-
unteers and staff who helped put 
this together.

“It’s always so rewarding to 
be able to spend time with our 
families that we have worked with 
over the past and in the present. 
For many of you who have been 
through the criminal justice pro-
cess before, the criminal justice 
process can seem cold and long. 
It’s our hope that you will know we 
care.”

Boyd talked about how the staff 
of the DA’s office has grown sub-
stantially as the county’s popula-

tion has also grown.
“Our mission is to make sure we 

are always on the curve or ahead 
of the curve. It’s important that 
people feel connected no matter 
how big we grow. We want you to 
know that we care and we give all 
we have for you.”

Boyd recalled how in the past, 
Coryell County’s holiday gathering 
for victims and survivors was held 
at the Bell County Expo Center.

“That was too big so we split off 
and went with our own event. We 
want to visit and talk to you,” he 
said. “I know this time can be a 

challenge. Just as we’ve made an 
impact on your lives, you have also 
made an impact on ours.

“I assure you, just because the 
doors close and the (defendant) is 
sent to prison or gets probation, 
we never forget. I drive by areas 
where I see a cross on the side of 
the road, and I relive it (the circum-
stances that led to court cases).”

One woman attending the event 
told Boyd she appreciated all the 
efforts by staff and volunteers to 
help them through times of dis-
tress and pain.

“Thank you for all you’ve done,” 

she said. “It does mean a lot to us.”
A man attending the event who 

asked not to be identified agreed.
“As a crime victim I don’t know 

where I’d be without Jenny or the 
DA’s office,” he said. 

“We connect at some point dur-
ing the experience and it does 
make a difference. The hardest 
part is coming into the process 
(the crime followed by the judicial 
proceedings). Every little bit helps, 
and it makes a big difference to 
us.”

EVENT
FROM PAGE A1

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Loved ones of victims who died could put angels on a Christmas tree honoring 
them, while survivors could place doves on a tree.
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Give  
the gift  
of

The 

Gatesville 
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Give a one year 
subscription 
to a friend or 
family member 
and receive 
three free 
months on your 
subscription!*

254-865-5212

IT’S 

*Gift recipient must not have had a 
subscription for the last 6 months for 
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We’re looking to add to our team!
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Call 254-386-5318 for more details or 

email jesse.barron@bayermotor.com

1012 E. Main Street, Hamilton, TX 76531                                                        
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The Roamin Chariots car club 
will be hosting a car show and 
toy drive on Saturday, Dec. 18, at 
10 a.m. in the parking lot of Bare 
Bones Barbeque. The event will 
be sponsored by S&W Products, 
Bare Bones BBQ and The Feed 
Mill.

The entry fee will be a new 
unwrapped toy with a minimum 
$10 value. The toys collected will 
be distributed by Pathway Youth 
and Family Services.

Judging of the car show will 
end at 12:30 p.m. and winners 
will be announced at 1:30 p.m. 
when trophies will be awarded.

Neighbors supporting neigh-
bors is one way to describe the 
Gatesville community. This event 
shows support to some of the 

 COURTESY PHOTO

LEAIRD’S FURNITURE AND APPLIANCE STORE GETS THE NOD: The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce December Business of the Month is 
Leaird’s Furniture and Appliance Store. The owners are Clay and Carolyn McClellan. The business is located on the courthouse square at 108 
S. 6th Street. They can be reached by calling 254-865-2615. Business of the Month is sponsored by Extraco Banks and The Gatesville Mes-
senger. The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce recognizes an outstanding business each month to spotlight. Nominees for Business of the 
Month must be a chamber member.

December Business of the Month

Neighbors Supporting Neighbors Car Show and 
Toy Drive

young neighbors for their roles 
they play in the community.

Bare Bones Barbeque is located 
at 4305 S. State Hwy. 36.

For more information about 
the car show and toy drive, 
please call Andy Cloud at 254-
216-3201.

Correction: In the last edition 
of The Gatesville Messenger, 
a photograph of motorcycles 
was mis-identified as being the 
Roamin Chariots car show and 
toy drive. In fact, that event was 
the Shooter/FM Harley Davidson 
Toy Run. We apologize for any 
inconvenience.

 COURTESY PHOTO

Mountain Baptist Church 
will be hosting several 
Christmas programs this 
year. On Sunday, Dec. 12, 
the church will have a holi-
day musical beginning at 11 
a.m. 

Also on Sunday, Dec. 12, 
at 6:30 p.m., the church will 
have a drive-through live na-
tivity event featuring Bibli-
cal characters in costume, as 

well as live animals depict-
ing the story of Christmas.

On Sunday, Dec. 19, the 
church will have a candle-
light service.

Mountain Baptist Church 
is located at 6319 E. U.S. 
Highway 84 in South Moun-
tain.

For more information 
about these holiday events, 
call 254-383-2634.

Christmas events at 

Mountain Baptist

Coryell Community 
Church will present a Christ-
mas play for the public on 
Sunday, December 19. The 
Christmas production will 
be held at 9 and 10:30 a.m.

On Friday, December 
24, the church will hold a 

Christmas Eve candlelight 
service at 5 and 7 p.m.

For more information, 
visit their website at coryell.
church. 

The church is located at 
115 N. Levita Road in Gates-
ville.

CCC to hold Christmas 

play, candlelight service



Hamilton Drive.
1:17 p.m., harassment was 

reported in the 100 block of 
Elm Street.

1:52 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 1300 
block of Westview Drive.

3:56 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 200 block of 
N. 8th Street.

5:01 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
1100 block of E. Leon Street.

7:37 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2400 
block of Business Hwy. 36.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Dec. 6
8:23 a.m., a theft was re-

ported in the 400 block of 
Cattle Drive.

10:43 a.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 3400 block of 
CR 318.

3:11 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 500 block of 
Avenue K.

4:11 p.m., illegal dumping 
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BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

254-675-8657 Barn
800-675-8657 Barn
254-675-4363 Fax

Sale Every Wednesday

Bonded & Insured

3199 Hwy. 6
P.O. Box 408

Clifton, TX 76634

Wayne Carroll
254-652-1983 Cell
wayne@cliftonlivestock.com

CLIFTON LIVESTOCK

COMMISSION

FOR INFO: 
254-865-2226

 
Estate Planning:  Estate Planning:

Wills-Trusts  |  Elder Law  |  Probate

General Practice

Call: (254) 230-4050
VA Accredited

104 Lindas Lane, Gatesville, TX 76528

Hometown Floors

1101 W. Main St., Gatesville, TX 765281101 W. Main St., Gatesville, TX 76528

254-248-1192 or 254-248-2816254-248-1192 or 254-248-2816

We’ve Got You Covered!

Scott Tatum, OwnerScott Tatum, Owner

Quality flooring • Affordable prices
Sales & Installation

BACKHOE  •  DOZER

SKIDSTEER  •  BRUSH CLEANING

Jed Gribble Construction

Jed Gribble, Owner   P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528

Christmas Festivities
Sunday, Dec. 12

11 a.m. Musical

6:30 p.m. Drive-thru Live Nativity Scene

Sunday, Dec. 19
6 p.m. Candlelight Service

Mountain Baptist Churchch
6319 E. Hwy. 84

PEST CONTROL
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL

(254) 542-2847
WWW.SPIDERMANPC.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

SPIDERMAN

40 Years 

Experience

Licensed & Insured

ALL BUGS

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPART-
MENT

Dec. 6
4:01 a.m., a disturbance 

was reported in the 100 
block of Doras Lane.

6:29 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Bridge Street.

11:38 a.m., harassment 
was reported in the 1400 
block of W. Main Street.

11:57 a.m., an assault was 
reported in the 4300 block of 
E. Hwy. 84.

2:43 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 300 
block of Valley View Drive.

3:44 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 200 block of 
S. Lovers Lane.

Dec. 7
8:25 a.m., a theft was re-

ported in the 4600 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

10:05 a.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 300 
block of Lovers Lane.

10:10 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2500 block of 
Business Hwy. 36.

2:10 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 3400 block of 
Imperial Drive.

2:49 p.m., a fight was re-
ported in the 1600 block of 
W. Main Street.

4:44 p.m., a hit and run 
was reported in the 2800 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.

Dec. 8
6:47 a.m., a theft was re-

ported in the 300 block of 

The DISPATCH
The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of 
December 6-8. While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more 
significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, 
while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s 
office at 865-7201.

was reported on FM 184.
7:22 p.m., a structure fire 

was reported on FM 1996.
8:30 p.m., suspicious activ-

ity was reported in the 4000 
block of FM 930.

Dec. 7
8:32 a.m., a scam was re-

ported in the 3400 block of 
CR 318.

12:09 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 500 
block of E. Leon Street.

1:10 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on CR 
334 and FM 184.

2:38 p.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 5500 
block of FM 1783.

5:57 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
1113.

6:48 p.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 1200 
block of Straws Mill Road.

Dec. 8
8:47 a.m., a neighbor dis-

pute was reported in the 
9500 block of S. State Hwy. 
36,

10:48 a.m., identity theft 
was reported in the 5500 
block of FM 2412.

1:36 p.m., a stolen vehicle 
was reported at the Texas 
Station RV Park.

5:25 p.m., an out-of-con-
trol child was reported in 
100 Putnam Drive.

6:05 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported on 
CR 101.

6:43 p.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 5200 
block of 1829.

MADYSUN 

LASHAE FABER
Feb. 5, 2003 – Dec. 2, 2021

Madysun Lashae Faber 
was born on Feb. 5, 2003, in 
Wichita Falls to William David 
Faber and Kimberly LeAnn 
(Mowdy) Hartline. She was 
taken too soon along with her 
mother, Kimberly Hartline, 
on Dec. 2, 2021, at the age 
of 18.

Madysun was a resident of 
Dibble, OK. Prior to Dibble, 
she lived in Gatesville. She 
attended school in Alex, OK, 
and Gatesville.

Madysun loved all things 
fashion. She was a shopa-
holic and aspiring makeup 
artist. She enjoyed riding 
horses and she loved her dog, 
Jasmine. Madysun found en-
joyment listening to music. 

OBITUARIES

She loved to spoil Brinslee, 
Elijah, and Graycie. She was a 
free spirit and always spoke 
her mind. Madysun loved her 
family and spending time 
with them. She was a bless-
ing to those around her and 
touched the lives of every-
one she met. Madysun will 
be missed more than words 
can say.

Left to cherish her mem-
ory is her father, William 
Faber and wife, LaDonna, of 
Gatesville; stepfather, Scott 
Hartline of Dibble, OK; grand-
parents, Jack Faber and wife, 
Dotty, of Belton, Tammy 
Parker and husband, John, of 
Vian, OK, Mike Mowdy and 
wife, Theresa, of Pocasset, 
OK, and Butch Flint of Ten-
nessee Colony, TX; her sis-
ters, Meghan Faber of Dibble, 
OK, Kaylee Faber of Gates-
ville, Brinslee Hartline of Dib-
ble, OK, Cheyanne Hartline 

of Dibble, OK; her brothers, 
Kaleb Johnson of Gatesville, 
Dakota Hartline of Chicka-
sha, OK, and Thomas Scott 
of Gatesville; and numerous 
aunts, uncles, nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.

A funeral service to honor 
the life of Madysun and her 
mother, Kimberly Hart-
line, was held at 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2021, 
at the Dibble Middle School 
Gym in Dibble, OK, with 
Landon Lewis officiating. She 
was laid to rest at the Dibble 
Cemetery in Dibble following 
the service.

Services were under the 
direction of Scott and Angel 
Wilbourn of Wilbourn Fam-
ily Funeral Home in Alex, OK. 
Condolences may be made 
to the family online at www.
wilbournfamilyfuneralhome.
com

 COURTESY PHOTO

GRAND RE-OPENING: The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce recently held a ribbon-cutting ceremony at Regency Inn’s Grand Re-Opening. 
Following last winter’s storm, the business remained closed for 10 months and during that time, all the rooms were re-modeled. The busi-
ness is owned by V.J. and Kala Patel. It is located at 2307 E. Main Street in Gatesville. They can be reached by calling 254-865-8405.
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R & M Fencing & Dozing
Fence Row Clearing • Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing • Entryways • Corrals
Barns & Metal Buildings

Residential & Game Fencing

Larry Riddle
254-248-2205

Joyce McAdams
254-248-4318

Free Estimates                          Dozer Work Available

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291
1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528 254-248-4171

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT ROADS • DRIVES

Owner--Gary Gribble

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

MORSE BODY SHOP

James & Aerin Morse

254-865-5879 2209 E. Main St.

254-248-1666 Fax Gatesville, TX 76528

morsebodyshop@centurylink.net

Evant Feed & Fertilizer
H Deer Corn

H Bulk FeeD 

H rounD & Square BaleS 

H Fertilizer

H MuCh More

3 blocks West of the square
Evant, Texas 76525

254-471-5541

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Lyle Bomar
Sales

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office
254.216.5999 Mobile

254.865.9137 Fax

lyle.bomar@wbsupplies.com

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

midtexplumbing@gmail.com
Master Lic. No. M-42617

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX | 254-865-7575
All Insurances, Medicare and Medicaid

Directors of Public Relations/Marketing and Hospital Liaisons:
Susie Meelbusch, 254-383-2307 & Chelsae Desormeaux 254-760-6386

24-HOUR SKILLED NURSING CARE

REHABILITATION & LONG TERM CARE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Commercial • Residential • Claims Specialists

brianriddlerunningmroofing@gmail.com

Brian Riddle
Sales Representative

FREE ESTIMATES

254-223-1971

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

For Rent
Call Bailey for details.  

The Gatesville Messenger 

254-865-5212.

Tristen Meaders, of Gates-
ville, recently received her 
B.G.S. degree in General 
Studies from the University 
of Mary Hardin-Baylor.

The university held com-
mencement services for 
the Fall 2021 semester on 
Friday, Dec. 3, at the Bell 
County Expo Center. This 
was the university’s 165th 
graduating class, and a to-

 COURTESY PHOTO

DECEMBER’S PICK: Keep Gatesville Beautiful December Yard of the Month goes to Michelle and Randal Latham who live at 402 Straws Mill 
Road. Mrs. Claus, aka Michelle, with the help of Colten Mitchell, puts their Christmas display up each year right after Thanksgiving. Its take 
them two whole days. She began this tradition 20 years ago with a small collection and she adds new pieces each year. The Latham’s leave 
their lights on from dusk to dawn each night during the Christmas Season because the children riding the school bus each morning get ex-
cited when they drive by. 

YARD OF THE MONTHMeaders graduates 
from UMHB

tal of 417 students were 
awarded degrees, including 
333 baccalaureate degrees, 
45 master’s degrees, and 39 
doctoral degrees.

UMHB President Dr. Randy 
O’Rear commended stu-
dents for their dedication 
and determination to finish 
their degrees and celebrated 
the accomplishments of the 
class of 2021.

Marriage licenses filed dur-
ing November 2021 in the 
Coryell County Clerk’s office 
include:

John Taylor Melton and 
Betheny Joanna Findley, Clay-
ton Tyler Haigood and Jordan 
Elizabeth Wright, Korey Des-
mond Henderson and Mary 
Elizabeth Henderson, Grey-
son Forrest Krone and Sarah 

Marriage licenses filed in November
Cathryn Davis, Walter Alexan-
der Flores and Nasreen More-
no, Korell Oshay Marquis 
Clark and Estephany Mary 
Davalos, Todd Lee Gravelyn 
and Lynette Denise Cal-
abrese, Martin Mendez and 
Kaylie Brooke Sorel, Jonathan 
Roy Stricker and Elayna Marie 
Burrow, Christopher Matthew 
Mangham and Franchesca 

Nichole Rodriguez, Skylar 
Trace Smith and Samantha 
Nannette Hall, Jorge Nazareth 
Carreon and Jajaira Tay Ra-
mos Torres, Charles Patrick 
Coleman and Wendy Ramona 
Butler, Cody Wayne Daven-
port and Michaela Desirae 
Krueger, Edward Jonathan 
Belvin and Sandra Wilemon 
Windsor, Zachary Lane Thom-

as and Keeley Shaye Powell, 
RJ Kevin Paulus and Norvona 
Le Kelle Crook, Arthur Alvin 
McDonald, Jr. and Brenda 
Sneed, Zachary Paul Flory and 
Tamara Rae Thompson, Brian 
John Kingsley and Paige Kay-
lea Ponath.

The Gatesville Public Li-
brary will be hosting “Milk 
and Cookies with Santa” on 
Wednesday, Dec. 15 from 
9:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. 
The event is completely 
free and the entire family 
is welcome to attend. Milk 
and cookies will be served. 

Milk and cookies 
with Santa

Santa will be on hand to 
read a story and crafts will 
be available. Those plan-
ning to attend should bring 
a camera so that they can 
have their photo made with 
Santa.

Gatesville Public Library is 
located at 111 N. 8th Street.

The Oglesby Indepen-
dent School District will 
be hosting a “Tiger Angel 
Christmas.” This will be an 
opportunity for the Oglesby 
community to come togeth-
er and help each other pro-
vide gifts for those in need.

Beginning Tuesday, 
Dec. 7, there will be a tree 
located in Misti Sander’s 
office at Oglesby ISD from 
which those interested can 

pick an angel paw that will 
have a list of specific wants 
and needs (names will not 
be provided). If you want 
to donate money instead of 
adopting a child, you may 
drop off monetary dona-
tions at the Oglesby ISD 
front office. 

All gifts purchased should 
be delivered to Mrs. Sander’s 
office by Wednesday, Dec. 
15.

OISD to host Tiger 
Angel Christmas
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M
ED IC INE

Care

Gatesville • Moody • Temple • Waco 

 CoryellHealth.org

CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION

DECEMBER 19
9 & 10:30 AM

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

DECEMBER 24 
5 & 7 PM

115 N. Levita Road

Gatesville, TX 76528

CORYELL.CHURCH

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

SPREADING CHRISTMAS CHEER: Santa and Sparky recently greeted the public in front of the Gatesville 
Fire Department. They were joined by the Grinch and a Gingerbread Man. Santa will continue to greet 
the public each Sunday evening at the fire Station through Dec. 19th before heading back to the North 
Pole to get ready for Christmas.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM SPARKY & SANTA

FAYE NICHOLS
Library Director

December is here and we 
have a busy month planned 
at the library. Key events 
that you don’t want to miss 
are:

Tuesday, Dec. 14, 6 p.m. 
- Colors & Coffee coloring 
group for adults will meet.

Wednesday, Dec. 15, 9 a.m. 
-11:30 a.m. - Milk & Cookies 
with Santa. Come for crafts, 
stories, and pictures with 
Santa. Milk and cookies will 
be our refreshments.

Dec. 24-27 - Library closed 
for Christmas holiday

Dec. 31-Jan. 1 - Library 
closed for New Year’s holi-
day

If you need a break from 
all the holiday hustle and 
bustle, we have some great 

LIBRARY NEWS

Off the Shelves at the Gatesville 
Public Library

new titles to get lost in.
For our nonfiction readers:
Peril by Bob Woodward. 

Bob Woodward and Robert 
Costa cover the end of the 
Trump presidency and the 
early months of the Biden 
presidency.

The boys: a memoir of 
Hollywood and family by 
Ron Howard & Clint How-
ard. With the perspective of 
time and success—Ron as 
a filmmaker, producer, and 
Hollywood A-lister, Clint 
as a busy character actor—
the Howard brothers delve 
deep into an upbringing that 
seemed normal to them yet 
was anything but.

To rescue the republic: 
Ulysses S. Grant, the frag-
ile Union, and the crisis of 
1876 by Bret Baier. A rivet-
ing reassessment of Ulysses 
S. Grant, arguing that the 
great Civil War command-
er’s battle to save the Union 
continued to the very end 
of his presidency when a 
crisis threatened to fracture 
the still fragile nation once 
again.

Great fiction reads:
Game on: tempting twen-

ty-eight by Janet Evanovich. 
#28 in the Stephanie Plum 
series

Autopsy: a Scarpetta novel 

by Patricia Cornwell. Scar-
petta is back! In this 25th in 
the electrifying, landmark 
No. 1 bestselling thriller 
series chief medical exam-
iner Dr. Kay Scarpetta hunts 
an ingenious killer who has 
mastered cutting-edge sci-
ence for the most nefarious 
ends.

Go tell the bees that I am 
gone by Diana Gabaldon. It 
is 1779 and Claire and Ja-
mie are at last reunited with 
their daughter, Brianna, her 
husband, Roger, and their 
children on Fraser’s Ridge.

Rogue Asset by Brian 
Andrews. The secretary of 
state has been kidnapped 
by Islamic extremists and 
his only hope for survival is 
a reconstituted Presidential 
Agent team.

Be sure to keep an eye on 
our website at gatesvilletx.
com/library for more great 
reads and our event calen-
dar. You can also follow us 
on Facebook and Instagram 
@gateslib. For questions or 
more information, please 
call the library at 254-865-
5367 or email me at fnich-
ols@gatesvilletx.com.

May you and yours all 
have a blessed and memo-
rable holiday season!

The Susan Patricia Pitts 
2021 Memorial Scholarship 
is being sponsored by the 
John H. Reagan Chapter 325 
of the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy. The $250 
scholarship will be avail-
able to high school seniors 
(including home-schooled) in 
Coryell and Hamilton County 

schools, and college-level 
(scholar or vocational) stu-
dents whose home residence 
is in Coryell or Hamilton 
Counties.

Those wishing to partici-
pate must write an essay of 
approximately 750 words or 
more on the topic of either 
Holt Collier, Jeff Hamilton, 

or William Mack Lee. The es-
say must explain about how 
this person’s life story con-
tinues to have an influence 
in today’s society by using 
research to support their the-
sis. Four sources minimum 
are required. Wikipedia will 
not be considered a reliable 
source and use of the site will 

be an automatic dismissal.
The essays will be emailed 

to the membership and voted 
upon at their May meeting in 
which the final decision will 
be announced. The scholar-
ship will be given to the par-
ticipant as soon as a winner is 
chosen, and a cashier’s check 
is printed. A press release 

Pitts scholarship accepting applications
will also appear in The Gates-
ville Messenger and/or the 
winner’s local newspaper, if 
different.

Completed essays must be 
received by April 15, 2022. 
Essays received after this 
date will not be accepted. Pla-
giarism will not be tolerated 
and will constitute an auto-

matic dismissal.  
For essay style rules or for 

more information, contact 
Jane Pitts at 254-723-4727 or 
johnhreagan325udc@yahoo.
com
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GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Haynes Jewelry
             Serving Gatesville Since 1971

            Watch & Jewelry Repair
            Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North  •  865-6131

106 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville • 254-248-3000

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926
TPCL 13187

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

Sales & Service
Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main 865-8491

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

BAPTIST

 BETHEL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH: Hemmeline 
Cemetery Rd.; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m.
 BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH: Elder, 
Hugh Montgomery, pastor; Peabody community 5 miles 
south of Pearl on FM 1690; Sunday services - Morning 
worship 4th Sunday each month at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.
 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Steven L. Bogan, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 and FM 116; Sunday services - Bible 
study 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
6:30 p.m.
 COLD SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH: Bob Phillips, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 5:30 p.m.
 EASTWOOD BAPTIST CHU RCH: Lynn Parks, 
pastor; 2518 East Main; Sunday services - Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m.; Wednesday 
evening services, 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF EVANT: Andrew 
Newton, pastor; Live Oak Street and Memory Lane; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FLAT: Sunday School 
9 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; Wednesday Prayer 
& Bible Study 7 p.m.; Wednesday Youth Group & Kid 
Knights 7 p.m.; Wednesday Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GATES VILLE: Mark 
Rich, Pastor; 912 E. Main Street; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:45 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OGLESBY: Jeremy 
Sanders, pastor; Sunday services - Bible study 9:45 a.m., 
morning worship 10:50 a.m.
 GATEWAY BAPTIST CHUR CH: Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; Hwy. 36 East; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 1:30 
p.m.; Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.
  HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH:  A.C. Painter, 
pastor; 1750 FM 215; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening worship 6:30 p.m.
 HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH:  3110 Hay Valley 
Road, off Hwy 36 North.  Sunday morning services – 
Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 am.  AWANA 
children’s ministry Sunday evening 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  Bible 
Study for men and women on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
 JONESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH: Matt Dossey, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 10:50 a.m.
 KING BAPTIST CHURCH: Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
 LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH: Royse T. Cockrell, 
DMin., Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & HWY 36 in Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Morning Service 11:00 a.m., 
Second Service 1:00 p.m., Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
 LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Ken Laney, 
pastor; FM 107; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:15 
a.m., morning worship 10:30 a.m., Wed. evening Adult, 
Youth and Children’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
 MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHUR CH: Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  
pastor; Hwy. 84 East in South Mountain community; Sun-
day services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday.
 OSAGE BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Thomas, pastor; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m.

 PEARL BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PECAN GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 P I D C O K E  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H :  D o n a l d 
McConnaughhay, pastor; 11125 FM 116, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., worship service 
11 a.m. www.pidcokebaptist.com
 PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Post, 
Pastor; CR 301, Jonesboro, TX; Sunday school at 10 a.m. 
and Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
 PRIMERO IGLESIA EMANUEL: One mile north of 
Evant on Hwy. 281; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PURMELA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 SWEET HOME BAPTIST CHURCH: 511 North 14th; 
Sunday services - Sunday morning worship 10 a.m., 
church school 5 p.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
      SPANISH BAPTIST  CHURCH:  Ezequiel Casas, 
pastor; 113  Veazy Dr.; Sunday Services; Sunday School 
10:00 a.m., worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6:00 p.m.
 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH: Tim Crosby, pastor; 
1506 West Main; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:30 
a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m. Wednesday Services 
- Prayer Meeting/Youth Ministry 6:00 p.m., TBC Kids at 6 
p.m. Email: trinitybctx@centurylink.net. Church: 254-865-
8495 or Pre-school: 254-248-0041.
 TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH: Jon Crosby, 
Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday night Bible study, 6 p.m.    
 WESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH: Hwy. 84 West; 
Sunday School  10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
  WHITE HALL BAPTIST CHURCH: Mike Barron, 
pastor; 2040 CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday school at 10 
a.m.; Sunday morning worship services 11 a.m.; Prayer 
& Devotional meeting fourth Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m.; 254-865-2106. 
  WHITE MOUND BAPTIST CHURCH / MOUND COW-
BOY CHURCH (meet at 9:30 a.m.): Bruce Cox, pastor; 
Sun. services - Sun. School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m. For more info., call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC

 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 1108 W. Main; Sunday Mass 
9:30 a.m. (English) & 12:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass), 
Weekday Mass Tuesday through Friday at 12:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

 CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Deral 
McWhorter, minister; Osage Road and Cedar Ridge Drive; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10 a.m., evening 
worship 6 p.m.
 EVANT CHURCH OF CHRIST: Will Vann, Preacher; 
Sunday services-Bible Study 9:30 a.m., morning worship 
10:20 a.m., evening worship 12:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m.
 FORT GATES CHURCH OF CHRIST: Hwy. 36 S.; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10:30 a.m. 
 GATESVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Justin Hall, 
minister; 2417 E Main; Sunday Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
morning service 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Bible classes 
6:30 p.m.
 LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO: 2413 East Main; clases y 

servicios en Español, 10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m., Solamente 
en domingos.
 MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 1955 CR 3640, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522; Sunday 9:30 a.m. Bible Study, 
10:30 a.m. Worship; Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. Bible Study; 
Royce 512-734-5390 or Steve 254-865-3559.
 PEARL CHURCH OF CHRIST: Sunday services - 
morning worship 10:30 a.m.
 CHURCH OF GOD

 CORNERSTONE,  Greg Demmitt, pastor; 338 State 
School Road; Sunday services - morning worship 11 a.m. 
www.facebook.com/pages/cornerstone/140632994733

EVANGELICAL METHODIST

 REFUGE-MINISTRIES PURMELA CHURCH 
CAMPUS: Josh Morrison, Campus Pastor; 115 FM 183, 
Purmela, Texas, 10:45 a.m. Sunday worship, 512-425-
2828. 

LUTHERAN

 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH: David Reedy, 
International Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran Church Rd. in 
Copperas Cove; Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m.; 
Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. Christopher 
Richman, PhD; FM 929 in Coryell City; Sunday services 
- Morning worship 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. John 
Heckmann, pastor; Hwy. 36 and FM 1114 in The Grove; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., worship 10:15 
a.m.

METHODIST

 BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - 11 am. 2nd & 4th Sundays. 2 miles north of 
Ireland on FM 932
 EVANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., 
morning worship 10 a.m.
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
GATESVILLE: 2600 E. Main St.; Stephen Schmidt, 
pastor; Sunday worship - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY WORD: Meal at 5:30 
p.m. $3; youth, Children and Adult Bible Studies at 6:00 
p.m. AA meets Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. Visit us at fumcgatesville.org for more information.
 JONESBORO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 101 
CR 193; Rita Hotz, Pastor; Sunday services - 11 a.m.,  
each 1st and 3rd Sunday.
 OGLESBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - morning worship 9:45 a.m., Sunday School 
10:45 a.m.
 PIDCOKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Bill 
Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 116; Worship service Sundays at 10 
a.m. 254-677-6242.

MORMON

 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS: 206 South 26th; Sunday services -Sacrament 
services 10  a.m., Sun. School 10 a.m

NON-DENOMINATIONAl
 CHRISTIAN LIFE CHURCH: Frank Rosenstern, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday services, 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7:00 p.m. 
 CORYELL COMMUNITY CHURCH: Daniel Crowther, 
Pastor; 115 N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 248-0849. Sunday 
Worship services  9am & 10:30 a.m. Wednesday services 
6pm; Adult Bible Study, Children’s Ministry and C3 Student 
Ministry.
 CORYELL FELLOWSHIP CHURCH: Doran Belknap 

III, Pastor; Sunday service 11:00 a.m., 8205 FM 182 in 
Turnersville; (254) 218-5901.
 COVER2COVER MINISTRIES: Pastor: Rev. Brandy 
Spiker, Sunday morning service 10 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. 1409 West 
Main.
 GATESVILLE REVIVAL CENTER: Wes Covey, 
Pastor; Sunday school 10:00 a.m., Sunday morning 11:00 
a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday evening 7 p.m. 
2518 Bridge St., Gatesville.
 GRACE ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH: Wray 
Nunn, pastor; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m. & 
Wednesday evening worship at 6:30 p.m. at Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 Osage Road.
  GRACE BIBLE CHURCH: Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m. and Sunday Services at 10:45 a.m. 4012 US Hwy. 
84, Gatesville.
 HARVESTING SOULS INTERNATIONAL CHURCH: 
Mike & Martha Johnson pastors, 503 N. 11th Street, 
Gatesville, 865-6222. Sunday morning worship 11:00 
a.m. Wednesday Bible Study Ministries (Men, Women, 
children) 6:00 p.m. “Overcomers” a TDC and state 
approved 12-step recovery program meets Tuesday 6:00 
p.m.
 JOHNNY WATKIN’S MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. aqui se reune La 
Iglesia de Cristo, in the 2400 block of East Main Street.
 LEVITA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: Peter M. Mafwal, 
Pastor; 4460 FM 930, Levita; Sunday Bible Study at 9:45 
a.m.; morning worship at 10:45 am.
 MOTHER NEFF FAITH TABERNACLE: William 
Bertelsen, Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 236; Sunday services 
- 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00 
p.m.
 PEARL COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: 6735 FM 183 
in Pearl. Sunday Services- 9:00 a.m.
 THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILT: Bill Trotter, pastor; 
3412 E. Main St.; Sunday service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL

 TABERNACLE OF PRAISE UPC: Rev. Jimmy Skiles, 
pastor; 202 E. Main, Gatesville; Worship services - Sunday 
mornings at 10:00 am; Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm; 
www.gatesvilletop.org. 254-206-1826.
 MOUNT CALVARY CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST: 
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 128 North 12th Street; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
weekly services, Wed. Bible Study 6:30p.m.-7:30 p.m., 
Wed. night service, 7:30p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN

 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Rev. Dr. Buddy 
Wheat, pastor; 1110 E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN

 CORYELL VALLEY CHURCH: 4995 FM 929, 
3.5 miles from S.H. 36; Worship Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
coryellvalleytexas.com

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL

 BOOTS -N- SADDLE COWBOY CHURCH: Max 
Gunn, pastor; 254-248-1850; 10 miles west of Gatesville 
on HWY 84; Sunday Service @ 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday  
Night Service @ 7:00 p.m.; Youth Sunday Service @9:45 
a.m. 
 HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN BIKER CHURCH: Monty & 
Tammy VanHorn, pastors; 1608 W. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday Praise and Worship 11 am, Wednesday Bible 
Study Rally-6 pm, 254-865-4076.
 THE POINT FELLOWSHIP: James & Laurinda Paine, 
Pastors; 2315 Osage Road, Gatesville; Wednesday 
Services at 7:00 p.m. (Adults, youth & children); Sunday 
services - Destiny Discovery Class at 9:00 a.m.  and 
Regular services at 10:30 a.m. 254-248-1265.

Grib’s Construction

 2000 Violet Lane
 Gatesville
 254-248-4171

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street

(254) 865-6315

4012 US Hwy. 84 | 254-248-0053 | gracebibletx.com  

2302 Main Street

Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8884

Call (254) 865-8489 for all your construction needs!

Scott’s
Funeral Home

www.scottsfh.com
2425 E. Main Street ~ 254-865-5411

Gifts • Household

865-6900
2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Delivery • Drive Thru

865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street         Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

www.tpcgatesville.org
2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

HELP KEEP THIS 

DEVOTIONAL PAGE 

IN THE PAPER. 

CALL 254-865-5212.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

ADVERTISE ON THIS 
PAGE FOR ONLY 

$12.00 PER WEEK!
CALL 254-865-5212.

Leaders 
Are 
Servants

I
n order to be a good leader one must be willing to be a servant. 

Government officials and political leaders who do their job well invariably 
stress that they are public servants and therefore take pains to actually 

serve and benefit the public. Religious leaders must do the same, serving 
their flocks as a good shepherd does his sheep. Jesus did not consider it 
beneath him to wash the feet of his apostles on the night before he was 
arrested. And in our working lives, we all know that the best managers and 
supervisors aren’t afraid to get their hands dirty and serve their employees 
almost in the same way that a loving parent serves his or her children, 
educating them and helping them when necessary with difficult tasks. We 
are all called to serve God by serving our fellow man and in the process of 
doing so we lead by example. Don’t consider it beneath you to serve others. 
Service to others is our highest calling.    – Christopher Simon

“You know that those who are regarded as rulers 
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 
officials exercise authority over them. Not so with 
you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first must be slave of all. For even 
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
—Mark 10: 42-45 NIV
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Services
 

Shelton Tire & Wheel, 254-
245-6371. Good used tires, 
$10 & up. We also have alot 
of big truck tires. 00028942

015

Farm & Ranch

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00028958

Registered Border Collie 
puppies born 10/21/21, $300 
each. Male born 2/11/21, 
$150. 254-986-1288. 
00028965

035

Wanted

Looking for Farm or Ranch 
job that includes living quar-
ters. I have lots of experience 
with livestock, equipment and 
home and land maintenance. 
Call 940-257-1087.  00028972

037

Help Wanted

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!
 Experienced Shingle Roofers 
to work on North Fort Hood 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSI-
CAL and BACKGROUND 
CHECK TO OBTAIN AC-
CESS TO MILITARY BAS-
ES. CONTACT JOHNSON 
ROOFING AT 254-662-5571 
OR VIA EMAIL LFULLER@
JROOF.COM    00028951

All positions available at 
meat processing plant. Apply 
in person at Hamilton Quality 
Meats, 1205 S. Rice, Hamil-
ton, TX. For more info., call 
254-386-4646.  00028952

Help wanted at Whitt Build-
ing Supplies loading custom-
ers’ orders, unloading supply 
trucks, pulling orders, etc. Po-
sition requires valid driver’s 
license and heavy lifting of 
construction supplies such as 
metal, fencing and culverts. 
Apply in person at 1411 N. 
Hwy. 36.  00028961

Evant ISD is seeking a part-
time long-term substitute for 
High School ELA, grades 9-
12. The position is a half-day 
position for the remainder of 
the 2021-22 school year. The 
pay scale for this position is 
at an elevated scale due to the 
nature of the job responsibili-
ties. Preference will be given 
to certi ed applicants. Con-
tact Cheyenne Cook at 254-
471-5536 or ccook@evantisd.
org if you have questions or 
would like to apply for this 
position.  00028983

045

Services

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00028956

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC
Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00028609

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction

 Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00028875

Ashley’s Landscaping & 
Services:

Mowing, Landscaping, Tree 
Trimming, Leaf Cleanup, 
Handyman Services, Holi-
day Decorating, Christmas 

Light Installation. 
254-239-8842

John 3:16
Like us on Facebook

00028931

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential & Commercial
Complete Re-Roofs and 

Repairs
Fully Insured

Insurance Assistance
254-662-9900 or

Toll Free 1-855-662-9900
00028131

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00028953

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00028954

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00028955

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00028957

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00028959

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00028960

060

Garage Sale

Dollar Sale Tues., 12/14 - Sat., 
12/18! Boys & Girls Club Re-
sale Shop, 1706 E. Main.  
00028979

070

Land & Lots

Land for sale: 3/4 acre, 104 
Sunny Lane, Gatesville, TX 
76528. Call 430-342-1428 for 
more information. Land goes 
to highest bidder.  
00028984

I BUY HOUSES, LOTS 
AND ACREAGE.
CASH OFFERS, 

ANY CONDITION.
254-644-3090

00028132

099

Public Notices

Notice of Public Sale
    
Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the 
Texas Property Code, Ideal 
Self Storage 1611 E Main 
St, Gatesville, TX 76528 will 
have an online auction. The 
property being sold to sat-
isfy landlord’s lien. The sale 
will be at www.storageauc-
tions.com beginning 12/13/21 
@11am ending 12/17/21 
@11am. Seller reserves the 
right to withdraw any proper-
ty from the sale upon payment 
in full. Units to be sold as is: 
Marlena Sutter, Gerald Den-
bow, Michael DeAx, Alfonso 
Rios, Cheryl Waller, Terry 
Tyroch, Renate Rhodes, Cyn-
thia Stanford. Inventory: fur-
niture, clothing, electronics, 
household items, misc boxes. 
00028963

Hamilton Goldthwaite
1-800-658-6807 1-800-548-7865

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-Noon

JOHN DEERE

JD5075E/520M Loader 2019 model-295 
Hrs -Cab - 4wd 
...................................................... $49,500
JD 5510/Loader - 2000 year model 1400 
hrs - 75 p to l.p. - Cab 4 wd 
...................................................... $35,000
JD1023E/ Loader/ w/ 60”  mid mower and 
60 gal. sprayer- 2019 model, 38 hrs
...................................................... $18,500
JD 6130M/New 620R Loader 
2018, cab, 4wd, 2669 hrs, very nice
..............................................$98,500
JD 6130M/New 620R Loader 
2018, cab, 4wd, 1590 hrs, very nice 
.......................................................$105,500
JD 7230R, 2016, 4000 hrs, Duals, 230 
Eng. HP .........................................$110.000
JD 7800 tractor cab, 2 wd, 8700 hrs
........................................ ................$43,500
JD 4250/ Loader- 83 model 120 PTO 
H.P.- clean Tractor ......................$41,500
JD 5200/ Loader- 97 model , 1680 
hours - 1 owner - 45 H.P. ............$17,900
JD 6140m/ H360 Loader, 2013 model- 
2271 hours, 140 H.P. - cab - 4wd
.....................................................$98,500
JD 2520/ 200 CX Loader, 2008 model- 
4wd 26 H.P. 790 hours- Hydro Trans.
.......................................................$9,500

Hay Equipment
(1) 466 Baler
(1) 567 Baler

Lawson
Implement
Co., Inc.

(1) 568 Balers

WWTP -

OPERATOR 1

Please apply and see job description @ https://www.gatesvilletx.com/

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Assisted/Independent Living: **CNA – FT, Days and nights $4,000 FT sign on 
bonus 1-year commitment
Cardiopulmonary:  RRT or CRT FT Nights and PRN Days
Coryell Health Medical Clinic: LVN FT M-F 8a to 5p � CCMA FT M-F 8a to 5p
Coryell Health Home Health: RN Case Manager – FT � PCA PRN - for Gatesville, 
Evant and Copperas Cove 
Culinary:
Washer - FT
EMS: **Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – FT sign on bonus of $8000 � **EMT 
P Clinical Manager - FT sign on bonus of $8000 � **EMT B – PRN or FT sign on 
bonus of $4000 
Laboratory: Medical Lab Tech – FT Night Shift, 3p to 3a or Days - Wed. Thur. & Fri.
Material Management: Housekeeper – FT
Med Surg: ** RN House Supervisor - FT 7p to 7a $20,000 FT sign on bonus 
1-year commitment � RN – PRN Nights � LVN-PRN Nights � **CNA–FT Days and 
Nights $4,000 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment 
Network Administration: Network & Systems Administrator - FT
Patient Experience:  LSW – Care Transition Coordinator – PRN
Radiology: CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological Technologist – PRN � Cath Lab Tech - PRN
Surgery:**PACU/Cath Lab RN - FT Cardiac Cath Lab experience required-$10,000 
Sign on bonus 1 year commitment  � Cert Central Sterile Tech - PRN  

**FULL TIME SIGN ON BONUS OFFERED** 
Bene  Offered:

� Competitive compensation � Paid Vacation & Sick Leave � Matching 457B investments
� Tuition Reimbursement � Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances

EOE.

Please go to: www.CoryellHealth.org for summary of posted jobs. 
If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality 

team, apply in person or download an application from the web site.

E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org

110 Chicktown Rd.

RN Unit Manager: FT � RN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and 

Nursing

**LVN FT & PRN: All Shifts for Charge Nurse and Nursing $10,000.00 
FT sign-on bonus 1-year commitment
**CNA/NA: FT  Day & Night Shifts $4,000.00 FT sign-on bonus 1-year 
commitment
**CMA/CNA: FT - $4,000.00 FT sign-on bonus, 1 year commitment.

Nurse Aide for Texas

**Full Time Sign On Bonus Offered
Bene s Offered
Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

   Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.
Please go to our website: or ell e l org for summary of posted jobs.

If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality
team; apply in person or download an application from our web site:

EOE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

GATESVILLE TRAILS APARTMENTS
101 Trails Private Drive, Gatesville, TX 76528

NOW LEASING
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments. Must be 55 years of age or older.

Income limits in place with variable rents. Handicapped units available. 
Appliances provided. Flooring, Central Air and Heating, Washer & 

Dryer Connections, and Community Room.

Contact Manager/Administradora

Telephone/Telephono: 817-514-6767 EXT. 1
Relay/Rele #711

TLBLISS@SBCGLOBAL.NET
This is an equal opportunity provider and employer/ Esta institucion es un proveedor y empleador de igualdad de oportinidades.

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”“Committed to Excellence”
BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 � Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

JEFFREY BURKS, 254-206-0881

8.32 acres, Evant, TX in Indian Creek Subdivision, electric on the property, 30 ft. 
x 50 ft. pole barn, storage shed & Indian Creek is the east boundary of the proper-
ty, good tree cover, rolling terrain. Fiber Optic Internet service available. $115,000

9.97 acres southwest of Gatesville in King Ranch Subdivision, good tree cover, 
rolling terrain, nice home site. The property has a water meter. $144,500

10.01 acres east of Evant, Stone Creek Ranch Subdivision, great tree cover, 
good elevation to build a home overlooking Langford Branch. The property also 
has a second branch that runs along the east side of the property with rock bluffs 
along the branch. Electricity is at the property; you would need to drill a water well 
for water. $199,900

10.01 acres, Lot 21 Phase 6 Rio Escondido, corner lot, rolling terrain, scat-
tered tree cover, great views to the south. Fiber Optic Internet service is available. 
$128,000

10.01 acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, north of Evant, Tx, good tree cover, 
great views, electric pole set on the property & an area has been cleared that 
would be an idea location for a home, Fiber Optic Internet available, $150,000

12.1 acres, FM 929 frontage & CR 255 frontage, property is level with good 
views to the north, approx. 4.5 acres of Coastal Bermuda & the remaining is na-
tive grasses. Coryell City Water & electric are available along CR 255. $150,000

14.89 acres east of Evant, TX, located on CR 160. Good tree cover & rolling 
terrain. Known as Lots 66 & 67 in the Indian Creek Ranch Subdivision, $150,000

17 acres, FM 929 Frontage & CR 255 frontage. The property is level with good 
views to the north, approx. 8 acres of Coastal Bermuda & the remaining is native 
grasses. Coryell City Water & electric are available along CR 255. $195,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX in Hamilton County, rolling terrain, good tree cover & 
a seasonal creek on the south boundary of the property. The property will have 
electric serviced by Hamilton County Electric Co. & Fiber Optic Internet service 
from Central Texas Telephone Company. $265,000

24.85 +/- acres south of Evant, TX in Lampasas County. Barn, 1 stock pond & 
scattered tree cover with good views. $310,625

26 acres south of Pearl, TX in Coryell County on Blakely Rd. Rolling terrain, 
good tree cover. South Bee House creek runs through the property, great views. 
$250,000

36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. The property is completely 
fenced w/electric along the front of the property, scattered tree cover & rolling ter-
rain & pond that is on the neighbors property that back up water onto the property. 
Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well for water. $387,000

37.28 acres east of Evant, Tx in Indian Creek Subdivision, Indian Creek runs 
through the property, 60 ft. of change in elevation, good tree cover, $466,000

74.7 acres west of Purmela, FM 1241, barn, cattle pens, good fences, nice view, 
centrally located. $511,695.

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch that run through the property, barn that is approx. 38 ft. x 42 ft. in size with 
a rain harvest system that collects rain water from the roof of the barn. Electricity is 
along the property line in the northwest corner of the property $743,775

179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX. FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. Multi-County Water & City of 
Gatesville have water line running down the front of the property. $1,230,000
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Auto Parts & Supplies

018
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037

Help Wanted
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APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM
For more info. call Administrator Michael Beasley, 254-865-7575

Nursing Positions are Full Time, 12 Hour Shifts:
• CNA – 6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am
• Nurse – 6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am
• PRN Also Available
Other Positions Available:
• Dietary Aide – 1pm - 7:30pm or 6am - 1pm 
• Housekeeping – 6:30am - 2:30pm
• Laundry – Weekend doubles or M-F 6:30am-2:30pm
• Receptionist  – Part Time/Fill in weekends

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

YOSEF TREE 
SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, lot c
learing, stump and

brush removal. 
254-563-3535 
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It pays to

advertise!

865-5212
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they entered military service 
during WWII. Erwin and Ervin re-
quested to stay together and the 
two became a bazooka team in the 
89th Infantry Division in the Euro-
pean Theater of Operations from 
May 27, 1944, until April 25, 1946. 
In combat, the bazooka team was 
comprised of Erwin loading and 
Ervin firing.

The Davis twins helped to set up 
Camp Lucky Strike in France which 
was a tent city with streets. They 
were then sent to Luxembourg for 
a short while. They faced com-
bat at the Mosell River bordering 
Germany and Luxembourg where 
they crossed the river at 2 a.m. in a 
rowboat.

Erwin and Ervin were both honor-
ably discharged on April 25, 1946, 
at Fort Chaffee, Arkansas. Upon 
returning home, they managed to 
catch a ride to Gatesville, but had 

to walk from Gatesville back to 
their home in Pearl – approximately 
22 miles.

Concerning the recent novel by 
Schmitz, Erwin Davis was quoted as 
saying, “I have just finished read-
ing your manuscript of ‘The Road 
Remembered.’ It is truly a master-
piece. Even though it had to include 
some sadness, I’m glad you were 
able to end it on a pleasant note. 
I am glad your dad and I served 
together in the 89th Infantry Divi-
sion.”

On her decision to write the his-
torical novel, Schmitz said, “After 
my dad died, I found the map of his 
journey across Europe at the end of 
WW II. Then I found a transcript he 
had done of his experiences in the 
war. I read that with the map open 
in front of me and I knew I had to 
tell his story.” 

Her father’s story began to ex-
pand, and she decided to include 
the stories of other WW II veterans 
who had experiences of their own 
to relate.

NOVEL
FROM PAGE A1

 COURTESY PHOTO

A wartime photo of the Davis twins, (from left) Erwin and Ervin, who served in Gen. George Patton’s Third Army.

MAKING SPIRITS BRIGHT

JEFF OSBORNE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Gatesville High School Varsity Choir performed a selection of Christmas songs for the Gatesville Lions Club on Dec. 8 at the Junction on Route 36. Among the songs sung were “Still, Still, Still,” “Santa’s Job is a 
Snap,” “Walking into Air” and “Heaven Everywhere.” 

AREA FISHING REPORT
Lake Belton

GOOD. Water lightly stained; 60 degrees; 
1.98 feet low. This week’s warm and stable 
weather, impacted only by a weak front on 
Wednesday, kept the bite turned on all week, 
boosted by a lake week warmup. White bass 
are good using MAL Heavy Lures under birds 
and whenever fish showed to be feeding in 
the water column. Switching to Bladed Hazy 
Eye Slabs when the fish settled to the bottom 
was an effective 1-2 punch. Some catches of 
freshwater drum, striped bass, and large-
mouth mixed in. Report by Bob Maindelle, 
Holding the Line Guide Service. Catfish are 
good, scattered anywhere from 20-90 feet of 
water. Drifting using fresh-cut bait will put 
the cats in the boat. Report by Jason “SPUD” 
Barton, Cattin’ Around Adventure’s Profes-
sional Guide Service.

Lake Stillhouse Hollow
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 57 degrees; 

1.51 feet low. This week’s warm and stable 
weather, impacted only by a weak front on 

Wednesday, kept the bite turned on all week, 
boosted by a lake week warmup. White bass 
are good using MAL Heavy Lures under birds 
and whenever fish showed to be feeding in 
the water column. Switching to Bladed Hazy 
Eye Slabs when the fish settled to the bottom 
was an effective 1-2 punch. Some catches of 
freshwater drum, striped bass, and large-
mouth mixed in. Report by Bob Maindelle, 
Holding the Line Guide Service.

Lake Waco
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 60 degrees; 

2.62 feet low. Catfish are good when drifting 
main lake flats and channel ledges on fresh-
cut baits like shad and perch. White bass and 
hybrid bass are in the main lake. Report by 
Jason “SPUD” Barton, Cattin’ Around Adven-
ture’s Professional Guide Service.

Whitney
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 59 degrees; 

2.13 feet low. Striped bass are good on live 
bait and down rigged jigs from the Island to 
Bear Creek. Follow the bird actions to locate 

schooling fish. Report by Michael Acosta, Un-
fair Advantage Charters.

Proctor
SLOW. Water clear; 57 degrees; 1.51 feet 

low. Fishing is slow as we enter into the win-
ter season. Crappie are fair near brush piles 
in Copperas Creek Park. Catfish are fair drift-
ing in the high point area. White bass and 
hybrid stripers are slow on slabs. Black bass 
are slow.

Austin
GOOD. Water clear; 52 degrees; 0.69 feet 

low. Fishing is holding true until the cold 
fronts roll in more consistently. The wind 
will influence the bite by pushing the bait-
fish, so look to windblown points to find fish 
chasing their food source. Largemouth bass 
are good, on deep rocky banks with crawfish 
imitation plastics and early on top waters 
and shad imitation swimbaits. Crappie are 
fair around brush piles on jigs and minnows. 
White bass are good trolling crankbaits and 
minnows in the green lights at night. Blue 

catfish are good on cut live shad. Report by 
Lee Benton, Fishing Guide Austin.

Brownwood
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 59 degrees; 

1.24 feet low. Largemouth bass are good with 
perch like crankbaits, brown or green Texas-
rigged plastic worms, chartreuse bladed 
spinners, and shaky head jigs near timber, 
rocky shorelines, and docks. Crappie are 
good on minnows and jigs in brush piles and 
near bridge pilings. White bass and hybrids 
are good on slabs, swimbaits, and live bait 
along the main lake channels, humps, and 
ridges. Look for birds diving over feeding 
schools of white bass. Catfish are good on 
shrimp, chicken liver, and live bait.

Buchanan
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 62 degrees; 

4.77 feet low. Fishing is holding true until 
the cold fronts roll in more consistently. The 
wind will influence the bite by pushing the 
baitfish, so look to windblown points to find 
fish chasing their food source. 

The right solution? Maybe, or maybe no
During my times in the horse 

business, I employed a man by the 
name of Esteban.

 He had worked with horses all 
his life and for the 10 or so years 
before he came to work for me, had 
supervised all the other hands at a 
ranch in the middle of horse coun-
try. The owner of the old ranch had 
passed on, and Esteban did not like 
the change in ownership that re-
sulted.  He was needing a change of 
environment and I was fortunate to 
have him come work with me.

Esteban’s vast work experience 
made him very good at anticipating 
problems before they happened. 
He made sure plenty of supplies 
were on hand and was first rate in 
taking care of the animals. 

I declare, Esteban could tell a 
horse was getting sick before the 
horse knew he was starting to feel 
ill. He needed very little direction 
because he knew what needed to be 
done and simply saw it was taken 
care of. He was a valuable addition 
and a trusted and much-appreciat-
ed compadre.

If Esteban had a fault, it was 
when a piece of machinery would 

break down. From his vast experi-
ence he could gerrymander solu-
tions to many problems that saved 
the ranch a bunch of money, but 
at the same time, computerized 

machinery or electronics were very 
frustrating to him. Esteban has 
spent a lifetime working only with 
a manure fork or a shovel, and he 
found troubleshooting mechanical 
issues a real challenge.

One day, Esteban had driven the 
tractor to a far part of the ranch. 
Once he got there and was ready to 
return to the barn, he could not get 
the tractor to start. 

I was out checking stock and I 
could see the tractor sitting in the 
same spot and noticed Esteban had 
the hood to the engine compart-
ment open.

I drove over and parked my truck 
and got out. When I did, I could 
see Esteban had a hammer in his 
hand and was utilizing it to bang 
on the engine block of the John 
Deere and then on the battery. He 
would strike several blows at one, 
and then switch to the other, all the 
while muttering words in Spanish 
with which I was unfamiliar.

I walked up to the tractor and 
stood for a brief second before 
asking, “what is wrong with it?” 
Esteban never looked up and kept 
hammering away, muttered the re-

sponse, “it no start.”
 I watched for another second or 

two, as the ranch hand kept pound-
ing away with the vigor of Mickey 
Mantle swinging a baseball bat.

Admittedly I am no mechanic, 
but I was at a loss of how beating 
the machinery into submission was 
going to solve the problem. Finally, 
after a few more resounding ham-
mer thuds, I inquired sheepishly, 
“Does that help?”

Esteban never looked up. He kept 
hitting the mechanical devil he was 
trying to exorcise, and uttered, 
“Maybe. Or Maybe no.”

I finally suggested we take 
the battery off and go and get it 
checked. He did and sure enough, 
the battery was bad, and the prob-
lem was solved.

I learned a little about life that 
day. Sometimes we all act in ways 
that really have no goal or purpose, 
other than to make us feel better at 
the time. 

In coping with our frustration, 
fears or anger, we act in a way that 
makes us feel better for the second 
but does nothing toward solving 
the underlying problem. 

For Esteban, fixing the tractor 
had become personal and if he 
could not figure out the issue and 
repair it, he was going to make sure 
the tractor paid a price for its dis-
obedience.

He kept hammering away and did 
not know if it was solving the prob-
lem or not — but in the instant, it 
made him feel better.

After that day when I found 
myself acting out of anger, frus-
tration, or passion, I would stop 
and ask myself if what I was doing 
would help with the problem at 
hand. Many times, the answer I had 
to give myself was “Maybe. Maybe 
no.”

On those occasions I realized it 
was probably better to simply get 
the “battery checked” and solve the 
problem than seeking retribution 
or to keep pounding away.

Thanks, Esteban, for teaching me 
an important life lesson.

Thought for the day: Explain your 
anger instead of expressing it and 
you’ll find solutions instead of ar-
guments.

Until next time...

FROM MY FRONT 
PORCH

SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is publisher of the 
Gatesville Messenger. He is also 
an actor, author, playwright, per-
former and entertainment pro-
ducer/promoter.
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Hornets battle, fall short vs. Ducks
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

Gatesville High School junior 
Tyler Shea scored 23 points and 
pulled down 10 rebounds Tues-
day to pace the Hornets in a 54-43 
home loss to the Taylor Ducks.

The Hornets (5-7) will travel to 
Little River Academy for a tourna-
ment, Dec. 9-11.

Against Taylor, the Hornets 
trailed 19-17 at halftime before the 
Ducks erupted for an 18-11 third 
quarter run.

With 51 seconds left in the third 
quarter, Shea hit a follow shot to 
cut into the lead at 35-28.

Rayshon Smith, who finished 
with six points, had a key steal 
with 3:37 left in the game to pull 
the Hornets to within three at 44-
41.

Smith scored two more for the 
Hornets’ only points in the final 
three minutes.

Xavier Green and Conner Cobb 
led the Ducks with 13 points 
apiece.

“Team is getting better and com-
ing together,’’ Gatesville coach Brit 
Campbell said. “Last night we came 
into the game overconfident after 
playing better teams and playing 
better in the Salado tournament, 
and we didn’t play the way we are 
capable of, and had an off night. 
We need to learn that we have to 
show up and play to win every 
game. 

“Tyler (Shea) has had great mo-
ments where he steps up and 
makes something happen for us. 
Carter (Williams) is playing well all-
around both ends of the court.’’

Against Taylor, Williams had 
seven points and seven rebounds. 
Jack Carroll also had seven re-
bounds.

For the season, Shea is averag-
ing 16.6 points and 9.6 rebounds 

per game. Carroll is averaging 13.2 
points and 4.0 rebounds. Williams 
is averaging 11.1 points and 7.1 
rebounds. Smith is averaging 4.4 
rebounds.

In the Salado Tournament, the 
Hornets won four of five games.

Tournament results:
Gatesville 46, China Spring 45: 

The Hornets led 19-18 at halftime.
Williams scored 20 points and 

pulled down seven rebounds. Car-
roll scored 16 points, and Shea had 
six rebounds.

Salado 58, Gatesville 50: Car-
roll scored 21 points (7-of-11 on 
3-pointers) and grabbed eight re-
bounds. Shea had eight points and 

eight rebounds. Williams had sev-
en points and nine rebounds. Trae 
Miller added seven points.

Gatesville 57, Geronimo Na-
varro 32: Shea scored 25 points 
and pulled down eight rebounds. 
Carroll had nine points. Williams 
grabbed seven rebounds.

Gatesville 48, LASA 30: Tyler 

Shea scored 12 points in the win 
over Liberal Arts and Science Acad-
emy of Austin.

Smith and Carroll combined for 
17 points.

Gatesville 64, Bastrop 55: Car-
roll scored 25 points and Shea 
added 20 points in the third-place 
game.

MARK GOODSON| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Tyler Shea, who led the Hornets offense, defends the court in Tuesday’s home game against the Taylor Ducks.

A STANDOUT & A SCHOLAR

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Tasha Thoms, a Gatesville High School senior, was named to the Texas Girls Coaches association aca-
demic all-state volleyball team. This recognition requires student-athletes to maintain a grade point 
average of at least 94.

Elks open district with win
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

The Evant Lady Elks rolled past the Blanket 
Tigers, 64-30, Tuesday, Dec. 7 in their Dis-
trict 18-1A basketball opener.

“We needed a game like this after our loss 
to Gordon,’’ Evant coach Chad Baker said. 
“We started off attacking the basket well and 
never really let up the whole game, so I was 
happy with our effort and aggressiveness 
this game.’’

The Lady Elks (4-3) had three players in 
double figures. Emiliegh Burton scored 23 
points followed by Caeleigh Burkham with 
12 points and Bree Ranirez 10 points.

All eight players scored.

Molly Waldrum  scored six, Harley Weeks 
and Luwi Rodriguez scored four each. Hailey 
Neri scored three and Izzy Gandy two points.

Evant started fast with a 13-2 run through 
the first quarter.

The Lady Elks led 29-14 at halftime, and 
47-25 entering the fourth quarter.

Next, Evant will compete in the Zephyr 
Tournament, Dec. 9-11.

The Lady Elks will face the May Tigers in 
the opener of the tournament.

“May is one of the tougher opponents we 
have faced so far this season,’’ Baker said. 
“We will need to bring our A game to com-
pete with them.’’

District 18 includes Blanket, Evant, Gus-
tine, Mullin, Priddy, Sidney and Zephyr.

McGregor tops GHS, 47-43
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

Gatesville High School’s 
Lady Hornets dropped a 
non-district girls basketball 
game on the road Tuesday to 
the McGregor Lady Bulldogs, 
47-43.

Next, Gatesville were 
scheduled to play in the Fair-
field Tournament from Dec. 

9-11.
On Tuesday, post Taylor 

Coward led the Lady Hornets 
with 17 points. Guard Ka-
mryn Higginbotham added 
nine points for Gatesville.

Other scorers for the Lady 
Hornets were Charlie Som-
merfeld with six points, Lau-
ra Trejo four, Tamiah Miller 
three, and Matti Mann and 
Kagen Hunt two points each.

Mcgregor outscored the 
Lady Hornets 13-3 in the sec-
ond quarter to build a 26-17 
halftime edge.

The Lady Hornets clawed 
back into the game with a 
15-10 run in the third quar-
ter.

The Gatesville junior var-
sity Gold Team posted a 28-
12 victory.

Wrestlers grab win in quad meet
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER 

The Gatesville High School wrestling team 
is off to a strong start this season, and add-
ed even more victories to their slate, even 
against competition from schools that are 
significantly bigger.

Brett Byler and Romi Bomar both went 
unbeaten in three matches for the Gatesville 
High School Hornets’ wrestling team in the 
Killeen Harker Heights quad meet Dec. 8.

The team lost to Copperas Cove 13-4, lost 
to Killeen High 7-2, lost to Harker Heights 

15-3. Killeen, Harker Heights and Copperas 
Cove are all in Texas athletics’ largest clas-
sification - 6A - while Gatesville is designated 
as a Class 4A school.

The Hornets will travel to Bryan for the 
Bryan ISD Doc Hess Classic, Dec 18.

The Gatesville Hornets’ boys went 3-9 vs 
Copperas Cove, 1-10  vs Harker Heights and 
1-6 vs Killeen high.

The girls were 1-1 vs. Killeen High School, 
2-5 vs Harker Heights and 1-4 vs Copperas 
Cove.

Hornets, Lady Hornets have a full schedule for upcoming basketball
Both the Gatesville High School boys and girls basket-

ball teams have tournaments on the road this month 
before opening up district play in January.

Hornets
Thurs.-Sat., Dec 9-11 at Academy varsity tournament, 

TBA
Thurs.-Sat., Dec 9-11 at Hamilton sub-varsity tourna-

ment, TBA
Tuesday, Dec. 14 at West, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 17 vs. McGregor, 6:30 p.m.
Tues.-Wed., Dec. 28-29 at Reagan County Tournament
Tuesday, Jan. 4 at Burnet, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 7 vs. Robinson, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 14 at Brownwood, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 18 vs. Stephenville, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 21 at Glen Rose, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 25 at Lampasas, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 28 at Lorena (JV, freshmen)
Saturday, Jan. 29 vs. Kennedale, 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 1 vs. Brownwood, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 4 at Stephenville, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 8 vs. Glen Rose, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 11 vs. Lampasas, 7:30 p.m.

Lady Hornets
Thurs.-Sat., Dec 9-11 at Fairfield varsity tournament, 

TBA
Tuesday, Dec. 14 vs. Robinson, 6:15 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 17 at China Spring 6:15 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 21 vs. Jarrell, 11:15 a.m.
Friday, Dec. 30 at Brock, 2:15 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 31 vs. San Saba, 2:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 4 vs. Connally, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 7 vs. Lampasas, 6:15 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 14 at Brownwood, 5:45 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 18 vs. Stephenville, 6:15 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 21 at Glen Rose, 5:45 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 25 at Lampasas, 6:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 1 vs. Brownwood, 6:15 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 4 at Stephenville, 5:45 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 8 vs. Glen Rose, 6:15 p.m.


