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Chronicling a local legend
BY DAVID SCOTT

STAFF WRITER

The collaboration of a book about home-
town star athlete Cotton Davidson, who 
became well-known for his achievements in 
football and coaching, was first conceived 
back in 2018. 

Wayland Corgill, a local author was ap-
proached by Davidson and asked if he would 
write a book about his life. 

Carole Corgill, his wife, remembered “He 
(her husband) actually wrote the book in two 
years altogether. He would think of questions 
and write them down and then go out and 
interview Cotton and come home and write 
down the responses.”

 Corgill said that because of COVID, they 
lost a year in the production of the book. 
“Cotton had read a book about Wayland’s 
life and there were a lot of similarities. That’s 
how it all got started. Wayland did not pursue 
the idea (of Davidson’s biography), but I’m 
glad he did,” said Corgill.

Davidson, just a few days prior to his 90th 
birthday, was on hand for the official book 
signing at the Coryell Museum and Historical 
Center minus his co-author, Corgill, who died 
unexpectedly just days before. “Wayland and 
his wife Carole became very close friends of 
ours these past few years. I was honored to 
work together with him to bring this book to 
life and I am so deeply saddened at his sud-
den passing,” Davidson said.

In the book, “The NFL Rifleman,” it is writ-
ten that Cotton Davidson spins a tale just 
as tight as any spiral he ever left. The book 
chronicles much of Cotton’s amazing story 
from his growing up on the banks of Coryell 
Creek in Coryell County, through his many 

pro-football and coaching years, to settling 
back into the same area he came from, Gates-
ville. Davidson, a 1949 graduate of Gatesville 
High School, was inducted into the Texas 
High School Hall of Fame in 1999.

Davidson attended Baylor University and 
played professionally for the National Foot-
ball League’s Baltimore Colts in 1954 and 
1957, and the American Football League’s 

Dallas Texans from 1960 to 1962, and the 
Oakland Raiders from 1962 to 1968.

 He was selected in the first round of the 
1954 NFL Draft by the Baltimore Colts where 
he played on the team for one year before 
being drafted into the U.S. Army, where he 
was named “All-Army quarterback” in 1956. 
Following his time in the Army, Davidson re-
turned to Baltimore where he played backup 
quarterback to Hall of Famer Johnny Unitas. 
He would next play in Canada but was forced 
to depart midway through the season after 
suffering a shoulder injury. 

He then returned to Baylor in 1959 where 
he became a member of the staff of head 
football coach John Bridgers. Later, he would 
sign with the Dallas Texans in 1960 for two 
seasons being named MVP in 1961. Davidson 
finished his professional career playing for 
the Raiders before returning to Central Texas 
with his wife Carolyn where he went on to 
coach at Baylor University for 21 years. While 
at Baylor, he was considered to be a major 
contributor to Coach Grant Teaff’s Baylor 
Bear teams that won Southwest Conference 
championships in 1974 and 1980.

At the recent book signing, Gatesville Mayor 
Gary Chumley presented Davidson with a 
proclamation declaring Nov. 27 to be known 
as Cotton Davidson Day. “When I first met 
him (Davidson), my admiration of him grew 
even more because of his values – God, fam-
ily, community, and he’s been an example for 
my generation of how a Christian should live 
his life,” Chumley said.

Copies of his book were on sale in the mu-
seum bookstore and at final count, well over 
165 copies were sold on the day of the book 

GHS grad
provisions
revamped 

BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

A proposal to reduce the num-
ber of classes required for Gates-
ville High School students to 
graduate that would align with 
state requirements resulted in 
debate but was ultimately ap-
proved by the Gatesville Inde-
pendent School District Board of 
Trustees during a recent meeting.

Shane Webb, assistant super-
intendent for academics for 
the district, said Gatesville ISD 
requires two additional credits 
beyond what the state requires, 
and proposed eliminating those 
requirements to allow for more 
flexibility for the students.

Those classes include health 
and speech. All eighth grade stu-
dents in the district take health 
classes. 

However, students who move 
to the district when they reach 
high school often face a chal-
lenge of meeting that require-
ment because they missed the 
opportunity by transferring to 
the district later.

Speech could still be offered as 
an elective, but students would 
earn their speech credit after 
completing three high school 
English courses.

Board Vice President Charles 
Alderson said the credit require-
ments are based on an outdated 
schedule from when students 
had six classes per day, noting 
that in the current schedule stu-
dents have eight class periods.

He said he did not understand 
reducing the requirements by 
two credits.

Webb said the change would al-
low students to take more career 
and technology education classes 
in place of the health and speech 
requirements.

“For the students who are at 
risk, we have an additional barri-
er that the state is not requiring,” 
GISD Superintendent Barrett Pol-
lard explained. “Our enrollment 
has dropped at the high school. 
We had 45 students withdraw to 
homeschool. How many of those 
students will legitimately pursue 
a homeschool course and how 
many will simply drop out?”

He said aligning GISD’s gradu-
ation requirements with the 
state’s requirements could help 
reduce the loss of high school 
students.

“When they look at graduation 
plans, the students see obsta-
cles,” Pollard said. “We are going 
above and beyond what is being 
required by the state.”

Webb recommended the chang-
es begin with the 2022-23 school 
year.

“We are making it too easy,” 
Alderson said. “I’d rather see us 
add two (credit requirements) 
than drop two.”

Webb said by adopting the 
changes, students would be able 
to pursue more of the career and 
technical education classes that 
appeal to them and that would 
help prepare them for their fu-
ture after high school.

Alderson said he agreed with 
the emphasis on CTE classes, 
which provide additional in-
centives for students to stay in 
school and prepare themselves 
for the workforce.

Deputy arrests women connected with drug, child porn
BY JEFF OSBORNE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

A 21-year-old Lorena woman 
was recently arrested by a Co-
ryell County Sheriff’s deputy 
on outstanding warrants from 
McLennan County related to 
charges of possession of a dan-
gerous drug and possession of 
child pornography.

Olivia Ariel Whitt was arrested 
on Nov. 19.

“She was found in the com-
pany of a runaway in Gatesville, 
and the child was missing from 
Gatesville,” said Coryell County 
Sheriff Scott Williams. He added 
that it was a deputy in the crimi-
nal investigation department 

that made the arrest.
According to information ob-

tained from the sheriff’s office, 
Lt. Randall Hill and Sgt. Ron-
ald Dayton were dispatched to 
Strawsmill Road near the low 
water crossing in response to a 
report of a suspicious vehicle in 
which the occupants appeared 
to either be asleep or passed 
out.

Hill reportedly knocked on the 
driver’s side window of the ve-
hicle and asked the occupants if 
they were OK. He also asked the 
driver and a young male passen-
ger in the vehicle for identifica-
tion.

It was then determined that 

the driver, Whitt, was wanted on 
criminal warrants out of McLen-
nan County. The male passen-
ger, a minor, had been entered 
into a missing juvenile database 
by the Gatesville Police Depart-
ment.

The young man’s parents were 
contacted, and they told the 
deputy that they would come to 
the location to pick him up.

According to the sheriff’s of-
fice report, a bag containing four 
white pills were obtained. 

It was later determined that 
these pills were quetiapine fu-
marate, also known as Seroquel, 
and that Whitt did not have the 
necessary prescription required 

for the pills.
Additionally, the report stated, 

a small glass meth pipe was lo-
cated in Whitt’s property.

According to a story appear-
ing in the Waco Tribune-Herald, 
Whitt was arrested in June 2021 
after a 16-year-old boy said he 
was involved in a sexual rela-
tionship with her.

At that time, she was charged 
with a second-degree felony 
charge of sexual assault of a 
child.

Whitt was released from the 
McLennan County Jail in June 
after posting bail on a $10,000 
bond on that charge.
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Carole Corgill, wife of author Wayland Corgill, is pictured with Cotton Davidson at the recent book signing 
held at the Coryell Museum and Historical Center.
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Cotton Davidson signs a book during an event that took place on Nov. 27 at the Coryell Museum and His-
torical Center. Seated next to him is his daughter, Kelly Woods. PLEASE SEE SIGNING| A2
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Lessons from the past are still important to us today
No doubt 2020 and 2021 have 

been historic years of upheaval and 
change, but 92 years ago, there was 
a dramatic event which changed 
the course of the world and left 
an impact that still remains — the 
Great Crash of 1929.

My maternal great-grandmother 
and my paternal grandmother were 
both 21 when the stock market 
of the New York Stock Exchange 
tumbled, billions of dollars were 
wiped out and many people lost 
their fortunes and their livelihood 
either that day or over the coming 
months and years.

Those were hard times in Ameri-
ca, and the nation suffered greatly. 
The impact was tragic and signifi-
cant around the world, as people 
lost their economic security, and in 
some places, authoritarian govern-
ments rose partly in response to all 
the uncertainty.

Things were a mess, but that 
didn’t mean that everything was 

completely bad for everyone. No 
doubt times were tough, but people 
pulled together in much of Amer-
ica to get through those times. If 
the majority of the 1920s seemed 
to be a celebration of excess and 
frivolous things, this shock to the 
system helped people to realize 
what was important and what was 
merely a flash in the pan.

I learned lessons of the impor-
tance of not being wasteful from 
my great-grandmother, and also of 
the need to maintain some sort of 
reserves because you never know 
when times will get tough. When 
things are going well, it can be pret-
ty difficult to remember that the 
easy times can end in an instant.

For those of us who have endured 
2008 and now 2020, it’s much 
easier to see that life can change 
quickly, and in the middle of all the 
swirling uncertainty, it can be easy 

to become overwhelmed.
But faith and resolve displayed 

by the generations that came be-
fore us helped them get through 
the tough times, and they offer us 
encouragement as well.

Just like there are seasons during 
the calendar year, there are cycles 
in our lives and in our world. Les-
sons passed down from generation 
to generation are important and 
can guide us through the some-
times stormy seas of life. 

There is great value in learning 
from the experiences of those who 
have gone before us, from their 
successes, as well as their failures, 
and in keeping our faith no mat-
ter what challenges we face. That’s 
what got our ancestors through, 
and it’s what will help us persevere 
and allow us to offer our insight to 
future generations as well.

It’s your turn, Lu.

***
When it comes to what really 

matters, most of us dogs -- and 
even cats -- have simple priorities.

Plenty of food, clean water to 
drink, shelter to help us feel safe 
and secure, and if we’re lucky, 
people who love us and make us a 
priority in their lives.

I can’t even tell you who my birth 
parents were, let alone grandpar-
ents or great-grandparents. For me, 
lessons learned are probably from 
last week, last month or at most, 
from a few years ago.

We depend on people to take care 
of us and to teach us, and we are 
thankful for those who are there 
for us - in the good times and the 
tough times.

Jeff Osborne & Tallulah can be 
reached at jeff@gatesvillemessen-
ger.com

Jeff’s Reflections &

Lu’s Views

By Jeff Osborne & Tallulah
Jeff Osborne is senior staff writer 
and editor for the Gatesville Messen-
ger and Tallulah is his trusted bor-
der collie-Jack Russell terrier mix.

Local jailers indicted for 
tampering with records

BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Three jailers who worked for 
the Coryell County Sheriff’s Of-
fice turned themselves in to face 
charges of tampering with govern-
ment documents after an investiga-
tion by the Texas Rangers division 
of the Texas Department of Public 
Safety.

The investigation was launched 
after the death of jail inmate Cas-
tlee Noble, 55, who was found unre-
sponsive at the jail and pronounced 
dead on Aug. 26.

The jailers were identified by the 
Coryell County District Attorney’s 
Office as Thad Vincent, 29, Jordan 
Evans, 20 and Raymond Cain III, 36.

Sheriff Scott Williams said that 

the three jailers had previously not 
been responsible for any problems.

“None of them had been in 
trouble a day in their life,” he said. 
“It’s painful but we have got to do 
what’s right every time. It’s now up 
to the courts to make a decision on 
whether or not they are guilty.”

District Attorney Dusty Boyd said 
the three “were indicted on several 
counts of tampering with govern-
ment documents. Those offenses 
were discovered as a result of the 
investigation of the death of Mr. 
Noble.”

Boyd said it has not been deter-
mined whether the offenses were 
related to Noble’s death, and that 
additional information could not be 
released at this time because an in-
vestigation remains ongoing.

Coryell Health staff honored with lunch

JEFF OSBORNE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

(Above) The Rev. Dewey “Buddy” Wheat of The Presbyterian Church in Gatesville, Feed Mill and Bare Bones BBQ 
owner Tana Snoddy, Coryell Health Chief Executive Officer David Byrom and the Rev. Stephen Schmidt of First United 
Methodist Church in Gatesville gather for a photo at the hospital. The local ministerial alliance recently served lunch 
to Coryell Health employees to show the community’s appreciation for their service. (Below) Danielle Crowther, cre-
ative director for Coryell Community Church, serves meals to Coryell Health employees.

signing with long 
lines of people wait-
ing for his autograph. 
Davidson and his wife 
were very touched 
by the outpouring of 

people. 
“Thanksgiving is 

a time to reflect and 
show gratitude and 
that is what I felt at 
the book signing. This 
community means 
the world to me and 
seeing these friendly 
faces and getting to 

talk to them and share 
memories was such a 
great experience for 
me,” Davidson said.

Copies of the book 
can be purchased in 
the gift shop at the 
museum which is lo-
cated at 718 E. Main St. 
in Gatesville.

SIGNING
FROM PAGE A1

Santa Fun run underway

The Gatesville Fire Department 
began its Santa Run on November 
26 and are scheduled for neighbor-
hood drive-by visits on the evenings 
of Dec. 3rd, 4th, and 10th starting 
at 6 p.m. Approximate times the 
fire truck will arrive on each street 
cannot exactly be determined, but 
Santa Claus and his elves will make 
plenty of noise entering each neigh-
borhood.

In case the neighborhood visits 
are postponed due to weather or 
alarm calls, the make-up days will 
be scheduled for Dec. 11, 17-18.

A reminder to children and adults 
alike, the fire truck and Santa will 
not be able to make stops on any 
street due to safety and time con-
straints.

Each Sunday, until Dec. 19, Santa 
Claus will be sitting stationary at 
the fire station to allow for pictures 
to be taken. Santa will be available 
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m.

The neighborhood drive-by visits 
are scheduled as follows:

December 3:
Baize Dr., Barnes St., Bauman St., 

Brown St., Byrom Ct., Carroll Dr., 
Church St., Depot St., Inwood Ln., 

Jackson Dr., Lowrey Dr., Mary St., 
Mears Dr., N. Lovers Ln., Northern 
Ave., Oak Dr., Osage Rd., Powell Dr., 
Saunders St. (east of Lutterloh), St. 
Louis St. (east of Lutterloh), Still-
house Rd., Sun Valley Ave., Venus 
Ave., Waco St. (east of Lutterloh), 
Westwood Park, Willow Way, and 
numbered streets from N. 12th St. 
through N. 31st St.

December 4:
Andrews St., Bridge St. (west of 

23rd St.), College St., Fennimore St., 
Fouts St., Leon St., Live Oak St., Park 
St., Pidcoke St., Pleasant St., S. Lut-
terloh Ave., South St., Spindletop 
St., and numbered streets from S. 
3rd St. through S. 21st St.

December 10:
Airport Rd., avenue Street from 

Ave. B through Ave. E, Baldridge 
Dr., Chicktown Rd., Coryell Health, 
Creek Cliff Dr., Dodds Creek Dr., 
Highland Dr., Memorial Dr., Mesa 
Dr., Myrtle Dr., N. Levita Rd., Saun-
ders St. (west of Lutterloh), St. Louis 
St., (west of Lutterloh), Tangle-
wood Dr., Waco St. (west of Lutter-
loh), Wells Park, Westview Dr., and 
numbered streets from N. 5th St. 
through N. 11th St.

Christmas parade set for Dec. 11
The Gatesville Chamber of Com-

merce will be hosting its annual 
Christmas Parade on Saturday, Dec. 
11, starting at 10 a.m.  This year’s 
theme is “Gingerbread House.”

The parade will have floats and 
performers who will be making 
their way down Main Street starting 
behind H-E-B and heading east on 
Hwy. 84 (Main Street) ending at Lov-
ers Lane.

Following the parade, Santa will 
be at the Depot and available for 
photos.

For those wanting to participate 
in the parade, the early bird entry 
fee is $25 until noon Dec. 3, with a 
fee of $35 thereafter.

Judging for the parade and the 
people’s choice awards will contin-
ue from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on the 
day of the parade. There are mul-
tiple divisions which will be judged 
at the event.

For more information about the 
parade, please contact the Gates-
ville Chamber of Commerce at 254-
865-2617.

CTC real estate courses qualify for those seeking license

Central Texas College 
(CTC) recently announced 
courses in the school’s 
real estate program are 
now listed on the Texas 
Real Estate Commission 
(TREC) website as quali-
fying courses for those 
seeking a real estate li-
cense.

Upon completing CTC’s 
five real estate courses, 
students are eligible to 
take the Texas real estate 
sales agent license exam. 
After completing the in-
ternship course, students 
can then graduate with a 
certificate of completion 
in business management 
real estate sales agent.

“TREC has always ac-

cepted CTC courses as 
qualified training for the 
licensure exam,” said 
Angela Reese, CTC on-
line manager/program 
coordinator/professor 
- business management, 
business administration 
and paralegal. “Now be-
ing listed on their website 
makes it easy for stu-
dents to find the required 
courses, enables students 
to prepare and map out a 
course schedule and also 
provides students with 
assurance the classes 
in our real estate pro-
gram will give them the 
necessary and required 
training to take the state 
licensing exam.”

The CTC courses listed 
on the TREC website stu-
dents need to qualify for 
the licensing exam are 
law of agency, law of con-
tracts, principles of real 
estate I, principles of real 
estate II, promulgated 
contract forms and real 
estate finance.

These courses along 
with the internship lead 
to a certificate of comple-
tion.

“Upon completing the 
certificate program, stu-
dents can apply these 
courses to earn an asso-
ciate of applied science 
degree in business man-
agement real estate spe-
cialization,” Reese said. 

“CTC offers property 
management, principles 
of selling, a real estate 
internship and other re-
lated courses as part of 
the associate degree pro-
gram. “Both programs are 
designed to give students 
an in-depth, well-rounded 
approach to a career in 
real estate.”

The CTC Real Estate 
program also includes an 
internship for both the 
certificate and degree 
programs. “The intern-
ship provides students 
real-world application in 
real estate,” said Anthony 
Rodriguez, CTC adjunct 
real estate faculty mem-
ber.
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Even though school was 
closed for the Thanksgiving 
break, on Monday, Novem-
ber 22nd, the Gatesville 
Intermediate School Caf-
eteria had plenty of activ-
ity, with fifty 4-H youth 
competing in the Coryell 
County 4-H Food Show and 
Food Challenge event. The 
Junior (ages 3rd-5th grade) 
Food Challenge contest had 
the most team entries with 
seven teams competing, 
while the Intermediate (ages 
6th-8th grade) division had 
six entries. There were three 
entries in the food show.

In the Food Challenge 
contest, teams of 3-4 stu-
dents receive a list of ingre-
dients and have 40 minutes 
to create a dish. The teams 
then present their dish to 
judges and are scored on 
preparation, serving size, 
food safety concerns, nu-
tritional value, and general 
nutrition knowledge. This 
allows teams to develop 
teamwork skills, as well 
as test their creativity and 
knowledge of food prepara-
tion.

In the Food Show con-
test, individual members 
choose a recipe from the 
contest categories and then 
prepare and present it to 
a panel of judges. Contes-
tants are interviewed by a 
panel of judges, explaining 
how they prepared it, the 
nutrients and ingredients 
in their dish, personal di-
etary needs, healthy sub-
stitutions, and complete a 
cost analysis. They take a 
multiple-choice quiz about 
food and nutrition facts 
and properly demonstrate 
a kitchen skill they have 
learned in their food and 
nutrition 4-H project.

A big thank you goes out 
to the 4-H volunteer lead-
ers who coach the teams. 
The first and second place 
winners at the county-wide 
event will represent Coryell 
County at the District 8 4-H 
Food Challenge and Food 
Show to be held in Belton on 
December 8th. Complete re-

The annual multi-county 
Farm and Ranch Seminar for 
farmers and ranchers con-
ducted by the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service 
in District 8 is scheduled for 
Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021. The 
District 8 Farm and Ranch 
Seminar will be offered at 
numerous locations across 
Central Texas.   

 
CORYELL COUNTY
 
IN-PERSON:
Coryell County Commis-

sioners Courtroom
801 E. Leon St. – Gates-

ville, TX 76528
Registration will begin at 

7 a.m. with programs from 
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 
Please RSVP by calling 

254-865-2414. 
The cost will be $50 per 

person needing hours or 
$20 for those wishing to at-
tend and not receive hours.

Checks may be made to 
Coryell Ag Industries Com-
mittee

 Those attending will 
need to bring their pesti-

For more information 
about Coryell County’s 4-H 
programs, contact Becky 
Coward at 303 Veterans Me-
morial Loop, Gatesville, TX 
76528 or call 254-865-2414.

She can also be reached 
by email at Becky.Coward @
ag.tamu.edu.  

4-H NEWS

50 youth compete in County 4-H Food Contests

 COURTESY PHOTO

FIRST PLACE FOOD SHOW WINNERS: Pictured left to right, Cayleigh 
Coursey, first place senior division, healthy dessert; Mary Mitchell, 
first place junior division, appetizer;  and Charles Yarbrough, first 
place Clover Kid division, healthy dessert.

sults from both contests are 
listed as follows:

FOOD CHALLENGE
JUNIOR DIVISION-
1st place Team- Dino Nug-

gies: Gracie Klecka, Lyla 
Nichols, and Hadley Hopson

2nd place Team- Impossi-
ble Impasta: Madilyn Smith, 
Olivia Hendrix, Caroline 
Langenstrass, and Jayde 
Muegge

3rd place Team- Cooking 
Cajuns: Taylor Webb, Ava 
Rodriguez, and Preston Bar-
ron

4th place Team- The 
Witch Cooks: Bobbi Tubbs, 
Emily Wolff, Anna Belle 
Walls, and Hannah Ashley

Also participating were: 
Golden Chefs: Bryson Ste-
vens, Maddox McAndrew, 
Ryan Rutherford, and Pru-
dence Jackson; Fighting 
Chefs: Mary Mitchell, Jo 
Langenstrass, and Landri 
Stevens and Cooking Cow-
girls: Emma Pruett, Ava 

BY BECKY COWARD
County Extension Agent
4-H Youth Development
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service 
Coryell County

Shaw, and Piper Beck

INTERMEDIATE DIVISION-
1st place Team- Sauce 

Sisters: Kinsley McPherson, 
Anna McPherson, Makaylie 
Williams, and Kayla Mabry

2nd place Team- Cactus 
Crew: Willow Holland, Zak 
Huckabee, and Jacob Ellerbe

3rd place Team- Cowgirl 
Cookers: Lexi Miller, Callie 
Smith, Jaelee Thornton, and 
Emily Webb

4th place Team- Cooking 
Chaos: Annabelle Lea, Lucas 
Appelman, Rogan Smith, 
and Colin Rainer

Also participating were: 
Ain’t Got Muffin on Us: 
Hunter Beaty, Peyton Wil-
liamson, and Leonela Ro-
driguez and Sweet & Sour: 
Madison Manning, Madison 
Cohn, and Emma Treadway

FOOD SHOW
Senior Division- 1st place 

Healthy Dessert- Cayleigh 
Coursey

Junior Division- 1st place 
Appetizer- Mary Mitchell

Clover Kid- 1st place 
Healthy Dessert- Charles 
Yarbrough

Texas A&M to conduct 

Farm and Ranch

Seminar in Gatesville

cide license number to the 
program.

 
VIRTUAL:
There is also a virtual op-

tion for those not wishing to 
attend in-person, register by 
using the link below.

https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/district-8-farm-and-
ranch-virtual-seminar-tick-
ets-204063889587

The seminar will include 
a host of subjects includ-
ing: General Herbicide and 
Pesticide Update, Feral Hog 
Management Strategies and 
Control Methods, Managing 
Pesticide Drift and How to 
Do Your Part, TDA Laws and 
Regulations Compliance, 
Pest Management in Forage 
and Row Crop Operations, 
2021 TDA Laws and Regula-
tions Update, Controlling 
Disease and Insects in Fruit 
and Nut Trees, Turf Grass 
Management for Homeown-
ers, Evaluations and CEU 
Certificates.

For more information 
about the seminar, please 
call 254-865-2414.

The First United Methodist 
Church invites the commu-
nity to attend its Christmas 
musical “Why Can’t It Be 
Christmas All Year Long,” on 
Sunday, Dec. 5, at 6 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. 

The music pianist and 
director will be Charles 
Ament. Choir conductor will 
be guest Nathan Cook. Solo-
ists will be Mary Kafer and 

Karen Schmidt. Narration 
will be by the pastor, Ste-
phen Schmidt.

There is no admission 
charge, but an offering for 
local missions will be taken.

First United Methodist 
Church is located at 115 N. 
29th Street in Gatesville. For 
more information, call 254-
865-2524.

FUMC to host
Christmas musical



A4    The Gatesville Messenger WEDNESDAY, Dec. 1, 2021

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 76528

M E D I C A L    L O D G E

We care about our healthcare teams and offer a supportive work 
environment with generous benefits and resources to safeguard employee 
health and well-being. For more information or to apply, visit us online 

today at www.hillsideml.com/careers or call Administrator Michael 

Beasley at 254-865-7575.

skilled. trusted. compassionate.

Short Term & Long Term Care and Rehabilitation

Come join

Hillside’s leading

healthcare team!

OTHER POSITIONS

• Dietary Aide – 

   1pm - 7:30pm or 6am-1pm 

• Housekeeping – 

   6:30am - 2:30pm

NURSING POSITIONS 

Full Time, 12 Hour Shifts:

• CNA – 

   6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• Nurse – 

   6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• PRN

CENTRAL TEXASCENTRAL TEXAS

HHOSPITALITY  OSPITALITY  HHOUSEOUSE

708 Hwy 36 N                    Gatesville, TX 76528708 Hwy 36 N                    Gatesville, TX 76528

ooppopportunities TO rtunities TO SServeerve

Ministry TimesMinistry Times: : 
Bringing Hope & Encouragement to someone who’s Bringing Hope & Encouragement to someone who’s 

going through a difficult time in their lives.going through a difficult time in their lives.

Sat-all day & Sun-9am-3pmSat-all day & Sun-9am-3pm
*Offering comfort to spouses who are now aloneOffering comfort to spouses who are now alone

*Encouraging parents with Incarcerated childrenEncouraging parents with Incarcerated children

*Reassuring children who face separationReassuring children who face separation

*LISTENING and being present!LISTENING and being present!

Volunteer to be an unsung HERO……Volunteer to be an unsung HERO……

*Mon:Mon:  9-11am- general house cleaning in all areas, mopping, general house cleaning in all areas, mopping, 
making beds, sweeping (with a team of volunteers)making beds, sweeping (with a team of volunteers)

*Sat/SunSat/Sun:: 9am-12noon or 1-4pm- laundry- wash, dry, fold, prep laundry- wash, dry, fold, prep 
beds beds 

Call CTHH Call CTHH 254-404-2260254-404-2260

20 YEARS AGO

(2001)

A giant snowman, entered 
by J&M Barbecue, was judged 
the top entry in the annual 
Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce Christmas parade.

Lisa Dews opened her 
home to visitors as part 
of the Christmas Tour of 
Homes sponsored by the 
Gatesville Garden Club and 
the Delta Kappa Gamma So-
ciety.

Susan Curtis of Leon Junc-
tion was making red and 
black ribbons to remind 
people of the firefighters 
who lost their lives in the 
terrorist attack on the World 
Trade Center in New York 
City. Curtis had shipped 
more than 900 ribbons to 
New York.

Kelcy James, the 8-year-old 
daughter of Robbie and Kelly 
James of Gatesville, was the 
recipient of the fiddle give-
away at the Pearl Blue Grass 
Music Festival. 

Mickey Chandler, known 
as an evangelist, became the 
new minister at the Down-
town Church of Christ in 
Gatesville.

9,250 turkeys perish as the 
result of a fire, thought to 
be electrical in nature, that 
destroyed a barn at the Leon 
River Turkey Farm just out-
side The Grove.

THIRTY YEARS AGO

(1991)

Weldon and Geneva White 
Thomas were honored with 
a 50th wedding anniversary 
reception at the Red Oak 
Community Center in Red 
Oak.  Weldon Thomas and 
Geneva White were married 
Nov. 15, 1941, in Killeen.

The Women of St. John Lu-
theran Church held their an-
nual Christmas party at Pe-
veto’s Buffet in Clifton. The 
group sang several Christ-
mas carols before exchang-
ing gifts.

WAYLAND
CORGILL
April 18, 1938 – Nov. 21, 2021

Wayland Corgill, age 83, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Sunday, November 21, 2021.

Funeral services will be 
held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 1, 2021, at First United 
Methodist Church of Gates-
ville, with Rev. Stephen 
Schmidt officiating. Inter-
ment will follow at Restland 
Cemetery. 

Eric Wayland Corgill, was 
born on April 18, 1938, in 
Childress, C.V. Route. He 
began work as a lineman for 
Community Public Service 
Company in 1956. He gradu-
ated from Southern Method-
ist University in 1965, with a 
degree in electrical engineer-
ing. In 1975, he married Car-
ole Gordon and they moved 
to Austin, where he was 
employed with Austin Meter, 
Inc. While there, the com-
pany manufactured equip-
ment for Saudi Arabia, and 
he wanted to work there. At 
that time, Saudi Arabia was 
a rather “young” country. 
Wayland loved the thought of 

an adventure and in 1980, 
he and his wife moved to 
Southern California, where 
he went to work at Ralph 
M. Parsons Corporation in 
Pasadena. He yearned to 
move to Saudi Arabia, where 
the company had many jobs. 
His wish materialized and in 
1982, he and Carole moved 
to Yanbu, Saudi Arabia. He 
later became manager of the 
engineering department. 
He lived and worked there, 
not consecutively, for 18 
years and created a popular 
Texas-Style Chili Cook-off. 
While in Saudi Arabia, he 
and Carole traveled all over 
the world. Traveling was 
in his genes. However, he 
didn’t always travel by air. 
During many weekends, he 
and his friends camped in 
the desert, and it was known 
by the Saudis, that he knew 
the backroads better than 
the native Saudis. One of his 
favorite pastimes was roast-
ing and peeling fresh green 
chilies purchased in New 
Mexico. In fact, he and his 
wife made an annual trip to 
New Mexico in their RV, in 
order to bring back the fresh 
chilies.

He retired in 2004, but 
because of his knowledge 
of the job, the Saudis called 
him back numerous times. 
His last stint in Saudi Arabia 
was in 2014. In his retire-
ment, writing became his 
favorite pastime. He put to 
good use his ability to tell a 
story, by writing and pub-
lishing two books: Strippers, 
Hoers & Heroes, and The 
Rifleman of the AFL, A Mem-
oir by Cotton Davidson. He’s 
also written three books 
about Saudi Arabia.

Wayland was a member 
of the First United Method-
ist Church for ten years. He 
served his community as a 
loyal member of the Gates-
ville Lions Club for nine 
years, where he was past 
President, member of the 
Board of Directors and Assis-
tant Tail-Twister. He also was 
a steadfast supporter of the 
Boys & Girls Club and Gates-
ville Care Center.

Wayland loved his family 
and friends and was always 
wanting to do something for 
them; never thinking of him-
self first.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Ruben and 
Lillian Martin Corgill; and a 
daughter, Kathryn (Kathy) 
Jane Williams in 2013.

Wayland is survived by his 
wife of 46 years, Carole Cor-
gill; three children, Jimmy 
Weldon Corgill of Cedar Park, 
Thomas (Tommy) Gene Cor-
gill of Gatesville and Michelle 
Aldridge of Georgetown; 
brother, W. D. (Wortham) Cor-
gill of Tomball; two grand-
children: Kristen Black of Lib-
erty Hill, Meghan Wardle of 
Georgetown, and two great-
grandsons, as well as many 
nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily has designated that me-
morials be made to the Gates-
ville Lions Club, P.O. Box 208, 
Gatesville, TX 76528; Boys & 
Girls Club of Gatesville, 2533 
E. Main Street, Gatesville, TX 
76528; First United Meth-
odist Church, 2600 E. Main 
Street, Gatesville, TX 76528; 
or Gatesville Care Center, 105 
N. 7th Street, Gatesville, TX 
76528.

OBITUARIESWhatever happened to...
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Cole, 

of Mound, honored their 
daughter, Joy, with a party 
on the occasion of her first 
birthday.

Baron Pate, Keith Black-
man, Bubba Bates, and Rich-
ard Mitchell were competing 
in five events at the Ameri-
can Cowboy Ranch Rodeo 
World Finals at Will Rogers 
Coliseum.

Donna Kennedy of Evant 
was among the country’s top 
cowgirls during the Womens’ 
Pro Rodeo Association Na-
tional Finals Rodeo that was 
taking place in Las Vegas.

Coryell County Tax Asses-
sor/Collector Joan Blanchard 
announced that 17,384 new 
voter’s registration certifi-
cates were being mailed out 
from the county tax office. 

FORTY YEARS AGO

(1981)

Holice A. Davidson of 
Mound had part of the job of 
cracking some 3,600 pecans 
that made up 90 entries in 
the Coryell County Pecan 
Show held In Gatesville. Da-
vidson was named Grand 
Champion In the shelling 
pecan division with his Sioux 
variety. 

December’s picks for stu-
dents of the month, selected 
by the Gatesville High School 
Freedoms Council, were 
Howard Carroll Jr., and Mari-
on Gartman.

Dorothy Carroll was host-
ess for the regular meeting 
of the Pleasure and Profit 
Club at Pearl with 13 mem-
bers in attendance.

Mrs. Herbert Gaskamp 
was honored with a surprise 
birthday party Coryell City. 
Hostesses for the party were 
her sisters and nieces.

Members of St John Ameri-
can Lutheran Church Women 
held their annual Christmas 
party. A short program en-
titled ‘’What is Christmas?” 
was given by Mrs. Roger 

Yows and Mrs. Henry Rein-
hardt.

Rev. Harvey L. Ozmer of 
Arlington was appointed 
as the new pastor of Gates-
ville’s First United Meth-
odist Church. As the local 
Methodist pastor, Rev. 
Ozmer succeeded Rev. Jack 
Hopkins, who was going to 
Brownwood as pastor of the 
Central United Methodist 
Church.

FIFTY YEARS AGO

(1971)

Jerry (Nub) Donaldson of 
Gatesville announced his 
candidacy for the District 34 
seat in the Texas House of 
Representatives.

Mike Williamson became 
a business associate of Carl 
Drake, owner of Drake’s 
Furniture Co. located at 814 
Main St. A 1967 graduate of 
Gatesville High School, Wil-
liamson earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in economics 
from Texas A&M University 
in December of 1970.

Jackie and Barbara Terrell 
posted a 67 1/2 score to win 
the handicap division of the 
husband-wife golf tourna-
ment at the Gatesville Coun-
try Club.

James L. Brown downed 
an 11-point buck southeast 
of Sweetwater. He killed 
the deer with a Remington 
270 pump gun and it field 
dressed at a thumping 200 
lbs.

Ivy Young, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Taylor Young Jr. of 
Rt. 2, Jonesboro, had been 
chosen as the “beau” of the 
Jonesboro FHA chapter.

Pvt. Douglas I. Bates, age 
18, son of Mr. and Mrs. Char-
lie R. Bates, Rt. 3, Gatesville, 
was assigned to Fort Ord, 
Calif., where he was training 
under the modern volunteer 
army field experiment.

The Gatesville Messenger 
will print “Letters to Santa” in 
our Dec. 25 issue. 

Children up to the third 
grade are encouraged to 

Letters to Santa deadline Friday
write a letter for submission. 
All local school campuses 
have been notified. If your 
child does not attend school, 
please turn letters in to our 

office at 116 S. 6th Street.
Deadline for all letter sub-

missions is Friday, Dec. 3.
For more information, 

please call 254-865-5466.
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BACKHOE  •  DOZER

SKIDSTEER  •  BRUSH CLEANING

Jed Gribble Construction

Jed Gribble, Owner   P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528

254-675-8657 Barn
800-675-8657 Barn
254-675-4363 Fax

Sale Every Wednesday

Bonded & Insured

3199 Hwy. 6
P.O. Box 408

Clifton, TX 76634

Wayne Carroll
254-652-1983 Cell
wayne@cliftonlivestock.com

CLIFTON LIVESTOCK

COMMISSION

Adopt a friend this Christmas!

FOR INFO: 254-865-2226

We have many loving pets 
who need a family to love 

them back.

Hometown Floors

1101 W. Main St., Gatesville, TX 765281101 W. Main St., Gatesville, TX 76528

254-248-1192 or 254-248-2816254-248-1192 or 254-248-2816

We’ve Got You Covered!

Scott Tatum, OwnerScott Tatum, Owner

Quality flooring • Affordable prices
Sales & Installation

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR
RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Sunday School  9:30am  

Sunday Worship  10:45am

4012 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville
(One mile east of the loop on the south side of Hwy. 84)

 254-248-0053

gracebibletx.com  

Grace Alone + Faith A
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We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 11/29/21).......

$1787.30
SILVER (XAG/USD 11/29/21)..........

$22.88

1706 E. Main St., Gatesville • 254-248-1250

The Resale Shop
Benefiting the Boys & 
Girls Club of Gatesville

1010thth

AnniversaryAnniversary
Thursday, December 2

Drawings for

FREE GIFTS
all through the day!

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Nov. 23

2:32 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 9000 block of 
E. Hwy. 84.

8:41 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 107 block of 
Mulberry Avenue.

6:02 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 400 block of 
N. State Hwy. 36 Bypass.
Nov. 24

12:10 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1700 block of 
E. Main Street.

1:54 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 3400 
block of Royal Drive.

2:34 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2800 block of S. 
State Hwy. 36.
Nov. 25

9:12 a.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 1800 

block of San Jose Street.
12:52 p.m., criminal mis-

chief was reported in the 100 
block of Oak Lane.

5:40 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported on Private 
Road 305.

9:31 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 100 block 
of E. Leon Street.
Nov. 26

8:12 a.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 1700 
block of E. Leon Street.

9:04 a.m., a hit and run was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Gateway Circle.

3:02 p.m., criminal trespass 
was reported in the 2800 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.
Nov. 27

12:19 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 200 
block of CR 274.

6:14 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 2500 block of 
S. Business Hwy. 36.

7:45 p.m., criminal trespass 
was reported in the 2400 
block of Business Hwy. 36.

SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Nov. 23

11:54 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
1000 block of Spring Road.

2:00 p.m., the burglary of 
a vehicle was reported in the 

500 block of Nathan Drive.
2:57 p.m., a minor accident 

was reported on CR 272 at 
FM 185.
Nov. 24

1:42 a.m., a major accident 
was reported on FM 116 one 
half mile south of FM 580.

9:51 a.m., property dam-
age was reported in the 8800 
block of FM 2412.

6:41 p.m., a minor accident 
was reported in the 10000 
block of E. Hwy. 84.
Nov. 25

1:40 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
2600 block of FM 930.

3:37 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
400 block of Thomas Street.

5:43 p.m., a grass fire was 
reported in the 600 block of 
Private Road 305.
Nov. 26

11:05 a.m., a grass fire was 
reported in the 600 block of 
Dove Lane.

11:38 a.m., a major ac-
cident was reported on Old 
Copperas Cove Road.

1:45 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 500 block of 
E. Leon Street.
Nov. 27

11:24 a.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
4800 block of CR 137.

3:22 p.m., shots being fired 
was reported in the 300 block 
of Hunter John.

5:07 p.m., a minor accident 
was reported on N. Hwy. 36 
near CR 197.

While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons 
are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the Gatesville 
Police Department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Coryell County Sheriff’s Office at 865-7201.

The DISPATCH

Hillside Medical Lodge is looking for cheerful and friendly people to be Santa for their se-
niors. Hillside’s “Wish List” of gift ideas for their residents can be found by visiting: https://
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1GZVN04R6A2ZB?ref_=wl_share

Some of the items included on the Wish List include sleeping pants, body mist, slippers, 
coin purses, Hershey’s Kisses, drawstring backpacks, hand cream, candy assortments, 
women’s Christmas socks and Brach’s mini candy canes.

Hillside wants to make it a very Merry Christmas for their residents. Gifts can be shipped 
directly to the facility or delivered unwrapped by December 13. 

Hillside Medical Lodge is located at 300 S. Highway 36 Bypass in Gatesville. For those in-
terested in participating in this year’s Santa for Seniors can contact their Wellness Depart-
ment for more information. Hillside can be reached by calling 254-865-7575.

Hillside Medical Lodge releases 
‘wish list’ for senior residents 

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

SEATON CEMETERY RECEIVES HISTORICAL MARKER: A recent dedication ceremony was held at 
Seaton Cemetery, near Leon Junction, with the unveiling of a historical marker. The cemetery con-
tains at least 303 identifiable burial sites with the oldest dated 1878. Pictured are Sue Smith (secr-
etery/treasurer) and Mike Lam (president) of the Seaton Cemetery Association , along with Coryell 
County Historical Commission researcher/writer Sherry Lawrence.

Gatesville Chamber of Commerce 
presents its annualChristmas Parade

Theme: Gingerbread House

Saturday, December 11 • 10 a.m.
Starts at H-E-B on Main Street down to Lovers Lane

Santa appearance and photo op available 
after parade at the Visitors Depot

Download Explore Gatesville from the app store
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007

Auto Parts & Supplies
 

Shelton Tire & Wheel, 254-
245-6371. Good used tires, 
$10 & up. We also have alot 
of big truck tires.  00028942

015

Farm & Ranch
 

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00028958

037

Help Wanted
 

We currently have 2 full-time 
trash picker positions open. 
You must be able to work in 
ANY weather condition, be 
dependable, lift heavy trash 
cans, and have reliable trans-
portation to and from work. 
We start everyday ready to 
work in Ireland, TX at 7AM. 
Serious inquiries only please. 
Call Debbie at (254)206-1512
00028946

 

All positions available at 
meat processing plant. Apply 
in person at Hamilton Quality 
Meats, 1205 S. Rice, Hamil-
ton, TX. For more info., call 
254-386-4646.  00028952
 

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!
 Experienced Shingle Roofers 
to work on North Fort Hood 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSI-
CAL and BACKGROUND 
CHECK TO OBTAIN AC-
CESS TO MILITARY BAS-
ES. CONTACT JOHNSON 
ROOFING AT 254-662-5571 
OR VIA EMAIL LFULLER@
JROOF.COM
00028951

 

Help wanted at Whitt Build-
ing Supplies loading custom-
ers’ orders, unloading supply 
trucks, pulling orders, etc. Po-
sition requires valid driver’s 
license and heavy lifting of 
construction supplies such as 
metal, fencing and culverts. 
Apply in person at 1411 N. 
Hwy. 36. 
00028961

045

Services
 

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC
Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00028609

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00028875

  

Ashley’s Landscaping & 
Services:

Mowing, Landscaping, 
Tree Trimming, Leaf 
Cleanup, Handyman 

Services, Holiday 
Decorating, Christmas 

Light Installation. 
254-239-8842

John 3:16
Like us on Facebook

00028931

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and 
Commercial

Complete Re-Roofs and 
Repairs

Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 

00028131

 

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, 
lot clearing, 

stump and brush 
removal. 

254-563-3535 
www.yoseftreeservice.com

00028918

 

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00028953

 

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 

serving all 
Central Texas area.

Commercial and 
Residential

Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00028954
 

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and 

Roll-off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00028955

  

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00028956

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00028957

 

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00028959

 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00028960

 

055

Lost & Found

060

Garage Sale
 

Weekly Feature for Tues., 
11/30 - Sat., 12/04: New items 
for gift giving! Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. 
Main.  00028944
 

Big Sale at Hardbargain Mar-
ket. Saturday, October 4th. 
7:30-1:00. 250 FM 116. Vin-
tage, antiques, decor, tools, 
furniture, and lots of house-
hold.  
00028945

070

Land & Lots

072

Houses for Sale
 

I BUY HOUSES, LOTS 
AND ACREAGE.
CASH OFFERS, 

ANY CONDITION.
254-644-3090

00028132

 $14.50 25 words or less, 1 issue
2nd consecutive issue is free without changes

Additional Words.....................70¢ each
Bold or Centered Type............Add $1.00
Border.......................................Add $1.00
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1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Assisted/Independent Living:  **CNA – FT, Days and nights $4,000.00 FT sign 
on bonus 1-year commitment
Cardiopulmonary:  RRT or CRT FT Nights and PRN Days
Coryell Health Medical Clinic: LVN FT M-F 8a to 5p � CCMA FT M-F 8a to 5p
Coryell Health Home Health: RN Case Manager – FT � PCA PRN - for Gatesville, 
Evant and Copperas Cove 
Culinary: 
Washer - FT
EMS:  **Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – FT sign on bonus of $8000.00 � **EMT P Clinical 
Manager - FT sign on bonus of $8000.00 � **EMT B – PRN or FT sign on bonus of $4000.00 
Laboratory: Medical Lab Tech – FT Night Shift, 3p to 3a or Days - Wed. Thur. & Fri.
Material Management: Housekeeper – FT
Med Surg: RN – PRN Nights � LVN-PRN Nights � **CNA–FT Days and Nights $4,000.00 FT 
sign on bonus 1-year commitment 
Network Administration: Network & Systems Administrator - FT
Patient Experience:  LSW – Care Transition Coordinator – PRN
Radiology: CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological Technologist – PRN � Cath Lab Tech - PRN
Surgery:  **PACU/Cath Lab RN - FT Cardiac Cath Lab experience required-$10,000.00 Sign on 
bonus 1 year commitment 
� Cert Central Sterile Tech - PRN   

**FULL TIME SIGN ON BONUS OFFERED** 
Bene  Offered:

� Competitive compensation � Paid Vacation & Sick Leave � Matching 457B investments
� Tuition Reimbursement � Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances

EOE.
Please go to: www.CoryellHealth.org for summary of posted jobs. 

f  e  re  de  e e n  e e nd n   e r  f   
e   n er n r d n d n n fr  e e  e

E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org

110 Chicktown Rd.

RN Unit Manager: FT � RN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and 

Nursing

**LVN FT & PRN: All Shifts for Charge Nurse and Nursing $10,000.00 
FT sign-on bonus 1-year commitment
**CNA/NA: FT  Day & Night Shifts $4,000.00 FT sign-on bonus 1-year 
commitment
**CMA/CNA: FT - $4,000.00 FT sign-on bonus, 1 year commitment.

Nurse Aide for Texas

**Full Time Sign On Bonus Offered
Bene s Offered
Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

   Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.
Please go to our website: or ell e l org for summary of posted jobs.

If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality
team; apply in person or download an application from our web site:

EOE

Lost Jack Russell dog

White w/brown spots.
16 years old & deaf.
His name is Jack.

Call 865-8787

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

045

Services

045

Services

099

Public Notices

JENNIFER NEWTON 
CLERK OF THE COUNTY COURT
P.O. BOX 237
GATESVILLE, TEXAS 76528

ATTORNEY OR PERSON FILING CAUSE
ALLEN D. PLACE, JR
109 S. 7TH STREET
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

TO: DECEDENT’S UNKNOWN HEIRS
UNKNOWN ADDRESS
UNKNOWN STATE

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF CORYELL

     TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE ESTATE 
OF WILLIAM RUSSELL PRUETT, DECEASED. CAUSE 
NO 21-10555, COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF CORYELL 
COUNTY, TEXAS. MICHELLE JONES FILED IN THE 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF CORYELL COUNTY, 
TEXAS ON THE 28TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2021, AP-
PLICATION FOR DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP SAID 
WILLIAM RUSSELL PRUETT, DECEASED.
     SAID APPLICATION SHALL BE HEARD AND ACTED 
ON BY SAID COURT ON OR AFTER THE FIRST MON-
DAY NEXT AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF TEN DAYS 
FROM DATE OF POSTING THIS CITATION, THE SAME 
BEING THE 12TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2021, AT THE 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE IN GATESVILLE, TEXAS.
    ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN SAID ESTATE ARE 
HEREBY CITED TO APPEAR BEFORE THE COUNTY 
COURT AT LAW OF CORYELL COUNTY AT THE SAME 
ABOVE-MENTIONED TIME AND PLACE BY FILING 
A WRITTEN ANSWER CONTESTING SUCH APPLICA-
TION SHOULD THEY DESIRE TO DO SO.

     GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE 
COUNTY COURT OF CORYELL COUNTY IN GATES-
VILLE, TEXAS THE 24TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2021.

JENNIFER NEWTON
CORYELL COUNTY CLERK
CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS
BY: MORGAN BUSTER
00028947

099

Public Notices

TexSCAN Week of
Nov. 28-Dec. 4, 2021

ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 

at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION

Texas Multi-Property Auction – A Cyber Monday 
Online-Only Event: Commercial Land, Country & 
Luxury Homes, Apartment Complex. Bid now thru 
Nov. 29. United Country Real Estate, 903-686-0636 or 
409-656-9638. TXMultiPropertyAuction.com.

EVENTS

Merry on Main – Dec. 3-4. This two-day annual 
Christmas event is conveniently located at historic 
downtown Main St. in Pleasanton, Texas - just 30 
minutes south of San Antonio. Merry on Main provides 
activities for the entire family – local craft and retail 
vendors, food vendors and food trucks, live music, 
carolers, children events and more! Each night will 
provide a different activity for the family to enjoy. 
www.merryonmain.org.

GENERATORS

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

LOG HOMES

Log Homes – Pay only the balance owed. Just Released: 
American Log Homes is assisting estate & account 
settlement on houses. Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com; 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

221 Participating Texas Newspapers � Regional Ads

Start At $250 � Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

.. Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

.. NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY

.. Comes with complete building Comes with complete building 
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN 
LOG HOMES is  assist ing estate 
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS 
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 
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BIG CITY MEDICINE

Small Town Care

Gatesville • Moody 

Temple • Waco 

 CoryellHealth.org

Come Join Us For Our Christmas Musical

“Why Can’t It Be Christmas All 
Year Long”

Sunday, December 5 at 6:00 p.m.
No admission charge; offering for local missions will be taken

2600 E. Main St. Gatesville, TX 

254-865-2520 • info@fumcgatesville.org

Hornets earn first hoops win of season
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

The Gatesville Hornets 
(1-4) picked up their first 
victory of the season with 
a solid showing against the 
Austin Navarro Vikings on 
Nov. 23 in Gatesville before 
breaking for the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday.

Junior Tyler Shea scored 
24 points in the 47-41 vic-
tory. The 6-4 post player has 
been solid rebounding and 
emerging as a go-to player 
for the Hornets.

Shea has averaged double-
digit rebounds for the Hor-
nets.

“My timing on my second 
jump is where I get most of 
them,’’ said Shea, who is a 
move-in from Las Vegas.

In the Hornets’ back-to-
back games against Lake Bel-
ton and Navarro last week, 
Shea had quick starts on the 
boards.

In the Salado Tournament 
this weekend, the Hornets 
will open Thursday with a 
9:30 a.m. game versus Salado 
and a 3:30 p.m. tip with Chi-
na Spring. They play Navarro 

at 5 p.m. Friday in the tour-
nament.

The Lady Hornets (1-8)
are competing in the Lo-
rena Tournament Thursday 
through Saturday.

The Jonesboro and Evant 
girls compete in the Walnut 
Springs Tournament, start-
ing Thursday. Evant is off to 
a quick start with senior Emi-
liegh Burton leading the Lady 
Elks inside attack.

Basketball
Tuesday, Nov.  30 - Gates-

ville boys at Little River 
Academy

Gatesville girls at Whitney
Evant open
Moody at Jonesboro girls
Thursday, Dec. 2 – Gates-

ville boys at Salado Tourna-
ment

Gatesville girls at Lorena 
Tournament

Evant and Jonesboro girls 
at Walnut Springs Tourna-
ment

Tuesday, Dec. 7 – Blanket 
at Evant girls

Taylor at Gatesville boys
Gatesville girls at Mc-

Gregor
Jonesboro at Bruceville 

Eddy
MARK GOODSON| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville basketball coach Brit Campbell. The Hornets are 1-4 at the Thanksgiving break. They will be at the Salado Tournament this week.

Info sought on rabbit deaths
AUSTIN — In early 2020, the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) re-
ceived test results confirming that Rabbit 
Hemorrhagic Disease (RHDV) was found 
in several species of wild rabbits in Texas. 

Since April of this year, TPWD, the 
United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and Texas Animal Health Com-
mission (TAHC) have not confirmed any 
new cases in wild rabbit populations in 
the state. However, TPWD is seeking in-
put from the public, especially hunters, 
asking that they report any dead rabbits 
found this fall and winter, similar to prac-
tices encouraged last year.

Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease (RHDV) is 
a highly contagious viral disease that can 
affect both domestic and wild rabbit spe-
cies. 

RHDV has been known to exist in all 

biological tissues and fluids within rab-
bits. In addition, RHDV has been known 
to survive on the landscape for more than 
120 days and can withstand freezing tem-
peratures. This disease is usually fatal 
and primarily affects adult rabbits.

The disease can spread between rabbits 
through direct contact with other infect-
ed rabbits or carcasses, contact with their 
meat or fur, contaminated food or water 
or other contaminated materials. .

To date, counties with known mortal-
ity events include the following: Brewster, 
Cottle, Culberson, El Paso, Gaines, Hale, 
Hockley, Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, Lubbock, 
Pecos, Potter, Presidio, Randall and Ward 
counties. Reports of dead rabbits should 
be made to a local biologist in the county 
in which they were found.

Whooping cranes arriving 
for winter in Lone Star State

AUSTIN — With the first 
sightings of iconic, endan-
gered whooping cranes along 
the Texas coast being re-
ported, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
is reminding Texans to be 
on the lookout for these im-
pressive birds as they move 
through the state.

Whooping cranes are the 
tallest, rarest birds in North 
America. Currently, there is 
a population of around 506 
individuals. Thanks to coor-
dinated conservation efforts, 
whooping cranes are slowly 
returning from the brink of 
extinction.

Whooping cranes make 
a 2,500-mile journey from 
their Canadian breeding 
grounds in northern Alber-
ta’s Wood Buffalo National 
Park to the coastal marshes 
of Texas each year. The mi-
gration south to Texas can 
take up to 50 days.

During their migration, 
whooping cranes seek out 
wetlands and agricultural 
fields where they can roost 
and feed. The birds often 
pass large urban centers like 
Dallas-Fort Worth, Waco and 
Austin. 

Though whooping cranes 
rarely stay in one place for 
more than a day during mi-
gration, it is important that 
they not be disturbed or ha-
rassed at these stopovers. As 
a federally protected species, 
it is illegal to disturb or ha-
rass these birds.

With sandhill crane and 
waterfowl hunting seasons 
opening and whooper mi-
gration in full swing, TPWD 
urges hunters to be extra vig-
ilant. Whooping cranes are 
sometimes found in mixed 
flocks with sandhill cranes, 
which are gray and slightly 
smaller. 

With their all-white body 
plumage and black wing-
tips, whooping cranes may 
also resemble snow geese, 
which are much smaller and 
have faster wing beats. A 
video detailing the differ-
ences between snow geese 
and whooping cranes can be 

found on the TPWD YouTube 
Channel.

There are several other 
non-game species that are 
similar in appearance such 
as wood storks, American 
white pelicans, great egrets 
and others, but a close look 
will reveal obvious differ-
ences. More information on 
look-alike species is available 
online.

Wade Harrell, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
Whooping Crane Coordina-
tor at the Aransas National 
Wildlife Refuge (NWR), says 
the first of the season was a 
family group consisting of 
two adults and a juvenile on 
the Aransas NWR, along with 
another tracked bird that ar-
rived in the Port O’ Connor-
area, both on Oct. 29.

Harrell says typically most 
all of the tagged Whoop-
ing Cranes he studies are on 
the move in November as 
they head for their winter-
ing grounds. The majority of 
the birds arrive on the Texas 
Coast in December.

Once whooping cranes 
arrive on their wintering 
grounds, many stay in the 
same general area. Younger 
birds, however, often haven’t 
paired yet and may wander 
a little off their usual flight 
path, using areas quite dis-
tant from the Aransas NWR 
area.

Harrell says due to the 

La Niña weather pattern 
forecast for this winter, the 
Southwest is in for a drier, 
warmer season. While this 
past summer was relatively 
wet and freshwater wetlands 
currently have water, a dry 
winter may require the use of 
freshwater wells on the Aran-
sas NWR and surrounding 
areas to provide freshwater 
to the whooping cranes later 
in the winter. The USFWS is 
encouraging landowners to 
consider providing fresh-
water on their properties as 
well to aid the birds during 
their migration and winter-
ing period.

The public can help track 
whooping cranes by report-
ing sightings to TPWD’s 
Whooper Watch, a citizen-
science based reporting sys-
tem to track whooping crane 
migration and wintering 
locations throughout Texas.  
More information about 
Whooper Watch, including 
instructions for reporting 
sightings, can be found on-
line and by downloading the 
iNaturalist mobile app. These 
observations help biologists 
identify new migration and 
wintering locations and their 
associated habitats.

Biologists remain optimis-
tic that continued research 
and restoration work will 
ultimately lead to improved 
numbers of whooping 
cranes.

 COURTESY PHOTO

Whooping cranes have made the journey to the Texas coast.
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Jonesboro dominates all-district squad
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

Jonesboro dominated the Dis-
trict 15-1A, Division I team as se-
lected by the district coaches.

Leading the selections for the 
11-1 Eagles were Offensive Player 
of the Year Caleb Christel and 
Defensive Player of the Year Nat 
Hilliker. 

Sophomore Demarcus Acoff was 
Newcomer of the Year and Eddie 
Gallegos was Coach of the Year.

The Eagles rolled through their 
season before falling to the No. 1 
ranked May Tigers in the second 
round of the playoffs.

Jonesboro had 11 first-team 
players.

The first teamers were tight 
end Layton Blanchard, tight end 
Hilliker, center Demarcus Acoff, 
quarterback Garrett Young, run-
ning back Jacob Cisneros, fullback 
Ian Shoaf, kicker Manny Torres, 
noseguard Christel, lineman Zach 
Chapman, lineman Acoff, corner-
back Jaden Domel, safety Shoaf, 
and safety Cisneros.

Making second team for the 
Eagles were Chapman as tight end, 
Torres as running back and defen-
sive lineman and Young on special 
teams.

The Evant Elks had Luis Arellano 
make first team running back.

The Elks second-team choices 
were Canyon Smith at spread cen-
ter, Kenny Jones at quarterback, 
Arellano at linebacker and Damian 
Honea as utility.

First team Offense
Tight end – Layton Blanchard, 

Sr., Jonesboro; Nat Hilliker, Sr., 
Jonesboro

Wide receiver – Dyllen Work-
man, Sr., Lometa; Leunel Caso, Jr., 
Lometa

Center – Demarcus Acoff, Soph. 
Jonesboro

Spread center – D. J. Smart, Sr., 
Lometa

Quarterback – Garrett Young, 
Soph., Jonesboro

Running  back – Jacob Cisneros, 
Soph., Jonesboro; Luis Arellano, 
Jr., Evant; Jayden Millican, Jr., 
Zephyr

Fullback – Ian Shoaf, Sr., Jones-

boro
Spread back – Tim Juarez, Jr., 

Lometa
Utility back – Alonso Caso, Sr. 

Lometa
Kicker -- Manny Torres, Sr., 

Jonesboro
Special teams – Ethan Gowin, Jr. 

Zephyr

First team defense 
Noseguard – Caleb Christel, Jr., 

Jonesboro
Lineman – Zach Chapman, Sr., 

Jonesboro; Demarcus Acoff, Soph., 
Jonesboro; Dylan Workman, Sr., 
Lometa

Linebackers – Donnie Smart, Sr. 
Lometa; D.J. Smart, Sr., Lometa

Cornerbacks – Jaden Domel, Jr., 
Jonesboro; Leunel Caso, Jr. Lometa

Safeties – Ian Shoaf, Sr., Jones-
boro; Alonzo Caso, Sr. Lometa

Utility player – Jacob Cisneros, 
Soph., Jonesboro

Punter – Alonso Caso, Sr., Lo-
meta

MARK GOODSON| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Jonesboro’s Eddie Gallegos was named District 15-1A Coach of the Year, while Nat Hilliker earned recognition as the district’s Defenseive Player of the Year.

Oglesby’s Thompson named district MVP
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

Oglesby senior Blake Thompson 
was selected the Offensive Most 
Valuable Player in District 14-1A, 
Division II  as picked by the dis-
trict coaches.

Teammate Matthew Castillo 
earned the Defensive Player of the 
Year.

The Tigers (9-3) were the district 
champions and advanced to the 
second round of the playoffs be-
fore losing to Richland Springs.

The Coach of the Year was Jeb 
Dixon and his staff.

Newcomer of the Year was 
Oglesby freshman Kyler Fossett.

Offense
Tight Ends -- Matthew Castil-

lo, Sr., Oglesby; Cash Lee, Soph., 
Oglesby

Wide receivers --Colten Blaine, 
Soph., Mount Calm; Luke Lorenz, 
Fr., Buckholts

Center -- Ayden Anderson, Jr., 
Oglesby

Spread center --Kennedy Brown, 
Jr., Mount Calm

Quarterback -- Brodie Fisher, Jr., 
Oglesby

Running backs --Jonny Gomez, 
Soph., Oglesby; Chevo Luciano-
Castillo, Jr., Buckholts

Fullback --Ronaldo Gonzales, Sr., 
Oglesby

Spreadback --Flavio Morales, Jr., 
Mount Calm

Utility Back -- Hayven Godenas, 
Fr., Mount Calm

Kicker -- Brodie Fisher, 
Jr.,Oglesby

Special teams --Jackson Tippit, 
Fr.,Oglesby

Defense
Noseguard --Joel Gonzalez, Jr., 

Oglesby
Line --Cash Lee, Soph., Oglesby; 

Ayden Anderson, Jr.,  Oglesby; 
Jackson Tippit, Fr., Oglesby

Linebackers -- Flavio Morales, Jr., 
Mount Calm; Chevo Luciano-Cas-
tillo, Jr., Buckholts

Cornerbacks --Jonny Gomez, 

Soph., Oglesby; Colten Blaine, 
Soph., Mount Calm

Safeties -- Blake Thompson, Sr., 
Oglesby; Anthony Solomon. Fr., 
Buckholts

Utility Player -- Ronaldo Gonza-
les, Sr.,Oglesby

Punter -- Christian Aguirre, Fr., 
Mount Calm

Second Team
Offense

Tight ends --  Joel Gonzalez, 

Soph., Oglesby; Tanner Brinkley, 
Jr., Oglesby; David Martinez, Jr., 
Mount Calm

Wide receivers --Martin Rojas, Sr, 
Mount Calm; R.J. Vega, Jr., Buck-
holts

Center -- Hunter Ewing, Fr., 
Oglesby

Spread center -- Emanuel Duran, 
Sr., Buckholts

Quarterback -- Hunter Walter, 
Soph., Oglesby

Spread back --Alex Castillo, Fr., 
Oglesby

Running backs --Christian Agu-
irre, Fr., Mount Calm

Fullback --Ivan Baez, Jr., Buck-
holts

Kicker --Peyton Morales, Sr., 
Mount Calm

Defense
Noseguard --Kennedy Brown, Jr., 

Mount Calm
Linemen --Tanner Brinkley 

Jr., Oglesby; David Martinez, Jr., 
Mount Calm; Peyton Morales, Sr., 
Mount Calm

Linebackers -- Brodie Fisher, Jr., 
Oglesby; Ivan Baez, Jr., Buckholts  

Cornerbacks --Hunter Walter, 
Soph., Oglesby; Hayven Godenas, 
Fr., Mount Calm

Safeties -- Alex Castillo, Fr., 
Oglesby  

Utility player --Luke Lorenz, Fr., 
Buckholts

MARK GOODSON| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Oglesby senior Blake Thompson was named the District 14-1A Offensive Most Valuable Player.

Texas Parks & Wildlife announces grants to enhance angler access, fish habitat
AUSTIN – The Texas Parks and Wildlife De-

partment’s (TPWD) Inland Fisheries Division 
has selected 21 projects to be supported by 
the new Habitat and Angler Access Program 
(HAAP).

The program, which launched in June 
2021, is primarily funded by the purchase of 
freshwater fishing licenses.

Among the area projects selected are an 
enhancement for small craft and shoreline 
access on the Middle Bosque on Lake Waco.

Another project selected is along the 
Paluxy River in Dinosaur Valley State Park 

near Glen Rose.
“The Habitat and Angler Access Program 

offers us a new opportunity to support 
much needed fish habitat enhancement 
initiatives and shoreline-based access im-
provements that will improve conservation 
of fisheries resources and quality of angling 
for Texans,” says Michael Homer, Abilene 
District fisheries biologist and HAAP coor-
dinator. 

“We anticipate these projects will be suc-
cessful for increasing fishing access, ex-
panding and restoring crucial habitat for 

important fish populations, as well as devel-
oping and fostering partnerships with local 
partners who can benefit from this new pro-
gram in the future.”

HAAP grants of up to $50,000 are awarded 
to support individual fish habitat improve-
ment and angler access projects on public 
ponds, large reservoirs, creeks, and rivers. 

These projects include the development 
or improvement of fishing piers, installa-
tion of underwater dock lighting, bank and 
shoreline stabilization, the creation of jet-
ties, installation of erosion control features, 

native plant restoration, deployment of ar-
tificial fish attractors, dredging of excessive 
silt and organic materials from waterbod-
ies with a high potential for quality fishery 
development, as well as the construction of 
non-motorized boat launches for kayaks, 
canoes, and other small watercraft for fish-
ing access.

This first round of projects is expected to 
be completed by summer of 2023. The next 
request for proposals for fiscal years 2024-
25 will be announced in the spring of 2023.


