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Gatesville Council honors Cotton Davidson
BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Cotton  David son  Day, sched u led  for  Nov. 
27, will officially be celebrated  in  Gatesville 
as  the Gatesville City Council issued  a p roc-
lam at ion  honoring the form er coach  d u ring a  
recen t  m eet ing.

David son , who tu rns  90 on  Nov. 30, has  
writ ten  h is  m em oir , and  the Coryell Museum  
& His torical Cen ter , 718 E. Main  St ., will hos t  
a celebrat ion  in  h is  honor from  10 a.m . to 2  
p .m . Satu rd ay, Nov. 27.

The p roclam at ion  read s:
“Whereas , Cot ton  David son  is  a nat ive of 

Coryell Coun ty, Texas  having been  born  in  
the Pecan  Grove com m unity, sp end ing h is  
early ch ild hood  in  that  area; and

“Whereas , Cot ton  David son  grad uated  
from  Gatesville High  School in  1949; and

“Whereas , Cot ton  David son  was  an  ou t-
s tand ing ath lete, let ter ing in  fou r  sp orts  h is  
sen ior  year  at  Gatesville High  School; and

“Whereas , Cot ton  David son  con t inued  to  
p art icip ate in  sp orts  at  Baylor  and , as  quar-
terback, led  the Bears  football team  to win -
n ing seasons  in  h is  jun ior  and  sen ior  years  
before grad uat ing in  1954; and

“Whereas , Cot ton  David son  served  h is  
coun try from  1955 un t il 1957 in  the U.S. 
arm y; and

“Whereas , Cot ton  David son  was  a nat ion -
ally recogn iz ed , award - winn ing p rofess ional 
football quarterback in  the AFL and  NFL un -
t il 1969 for  the Oakland  Raid ers , Balt im ore 
Colts  and  Dallas  Texans; and

“Whereas , Cot ton  David son  coached  Baylor  
quarterbacks  and  receivers  for  21 years  un t il 
1992, th rough  m any of the bes t  seasons  and  
m ost  m em orable wins  in  the un ivers ity’s  h is -
tory; and

“Whereas , Cot ton  David son  has  consis -
ten t ly m ad e num erous  s ign ifican t  con tr ibu -
t ions  of h is  t im e and  in fluence to sup p ort  
causes  and  p rogram s such  as  the Boys  & 
Girls  Club of Gatesville, for  the bet term en t  of 
Gatesville and  Coryell Coun ty cit iz ens ; and

“Whereas , Cot ton  David son  has  p ublished  
h is  m em oir  in  wh ich  he h igh ligh ted  h is  cher-
ished  connect ions  to Gatesville and  Coryell 
Coun ty and  em p hasiz ed  h is  h igh  regard  for  
the fine p eop le there;

“Now therefore, I, Gary M. Chum ley, by vir -
tue of the au thority ves ted  in  m e as  m ayor  
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Cotton Davidson, standing with Mayor Gary Chumley, was honored by the Gatesville City Council.

Righteous path to healing
BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

For Melan ie Webb Diserens  and  Glad ys  
Whitenburg, being able to help  vict im s of 
abuse is  a s t rong calling, an  effort  to help  
p eop le r ise above the p ain  and  angu ish  they 
have exp erienced  and  grasp  a bet ter  fu tu re.

Webb Diserens  found ed  Righ teous  Roots  
Cris is  Cen ter  in  an  effort  to help  p eop le heal 
from  the t raum a of abuse, and  says  the p ower  
of faith  is  a key to recovery. The nonp rofit  or-
gan iz at ion ’s  s tated  m iss ion  is  “to see ind ivid -
uals  su ffer ing from  abuse- related , life- con -
t rolling issues  set  free by the healing p ower of 
Jesus  Chris t .”

Righ teous  Roots  began  in  2018, and  the 
organ iz at ion , now located  on  the Coryell 
Coun ty Courthouse Square at  503 E. Main  St ., 
con t inues  to exp and .

“We serve both  those with  a h is tory of ex-
p eriencing abuse and  those who are cu rren t -
ly d ealing with  abuse,”  Webb Diserens  said . 
“Th is  year , we had  two m ajor  th ings  hap p en  
that  elevated  us  to the next  level. We received  
ou r firs t  s tate level gran t  wh ich  enabled  us  to  
h ire Glad ys  as  ou r  fu ll- t im e social services  
ad m in is t rator . We are now able to offer  class-
es  d u ring the d ay and  in  the even ing.”

Righ teous  Roots  has  coop erat ive agree-
m en ts  with  Ch ild  Protect ive Services , the Co-
ryell Coun ty at torney’s  office, the d is t r ict  at -
torney’s  office and  the Gatesville Ind ep end en t  
School Dis t r ict .

“Everyth ing we offer  is  free, m y heart  and  
m y goal from  the very beginn ing is  to bring 
m ore resou rces  to Gatesville and  to offer  ser-
vices  they m ay not  otherwise be able to re-
ceive,”  Webb Diserens  said .

“We offer  anger  m anagem en t , nu rtu ring 
p aren t ing and  m en’s  and  wom en’s  substance 
abuse sup p ort  group s . We are also p lann ing 
a substance abuse sup p ort  group  for  teenag-
ers .”

While som e of the abuse p eop le are recov-
ering from  m ay have hap p ened  recen t ly or  
be ongoing, sup p ort  is  also offered  to those 
who “need  em ot ional healing from  abuse they 
exp erienced  long ago as  ch ild ren , bu t  who are 
s t ill affected  by it ,” Diserens  said .

Another  class  offered  by Righ teous  Roots  is  
a m arriage s t rengthen ing class .

“It ’s  a five- week class  and  we’ve had  an  ex-
cellen t  tu rnou t ,”  Webb Diserens  said .

Provid ing s tability and  hop e to those who 
have end ured  d ark circum stances  is  a goal of 
the organ iz at ion .

“We work to help  p eop le get  back on  their  
feet  and  in to a safe environm en t ,”  Webb 
Diserens  said . “Peop le can  be referred  to  

Food drive 
slated for 
this Friday

BY JEFF OSBORNE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Renowned  for  their  s t rong sense 
of charity, Gatesville res id en ts  will 
once again  have an  op p ortun ity 
to lend  a help ing hand  to others  
th rough  the annual Food  for  Fam i-
lies  food  d rive.

The p rogram  is  a p artnersh ip  
sp onsored  by the Longhorn  Council 
of Boy Scou ts  of Am erica, the H- E- B 
Grocery Com p any and  area televi-
s ion  s tat ion  KWTX News 10. Every 
year , Gatesville and  Coryell Coun ty 
are am ong the s t rongest  con tr ibu -
tors  to help ing those in  need .

“Who can  wrap  their  m ind  around  
m ore than  half a m illion  p ound s  
given  by folks  in  Gatesville and  the 
su rround ing areas  for  Food  for  
Fam ilies?” said  Deral McWhorter , 
execu t ive d irector  of the Gatesville 
Care Cen ter . “Evid en t ly you  can , 
and  you  get  m y com p et it ive ju ices  
flowing, and  you  m ake m e hop efu l. 
Hop efu l that  we can  su rp ass  las t  
year’s  whop p ing, gigan t ic, am az ing, 
m ind - boggling record .

“Now 507,774 p ound s  from  las t  
year  is  a tall ord er  to m atch , bu t  
you  are all abou t  tall ord ers . I have 
been  seeing your heart  for  a num -
ber of years  by what  you  give, and  
have observed  also you r heart  set  
on  sm ash ing each  year’s  p revious  
record . ... Doing the bes t  we can  
to sm ash  a record  and  at  the sam e 
t im e giving to ass is t  those in  need  is  
a win - win  s ituat ion .”

Food  for  Fam ilies  began  1990 and  
has  grown  from  an  even t  that  gen -
erated  84,435 p ound s  of food  for  
area food  p an tr ies  that  firs t  year  to  
m ore than  2.6 m illion  a year  ago.

Gatesville res id en ts  can  d rop  off 
item s from  6 a.m . to 8 p .m . Frid ay 
at  the Gatesville Fire Stat ion , 109 S. 
23rd  St .

“Th ings  will be hop p ing and  
p op p ing and  sp ir it s  soaring h igh ,” 
McWhorter  said  of the en thusiasm  
su rround ing the d rive.

Non- p erishable item s and  m on-
etary d onat ions  are welcom e, and  
organ iz ers  say canned  m eats , veg-
etables , sugar , corn  m eal, p as ta  
sauce, cereals , flou r , baby food , 
p eanu t  bu t ter  and  beans  are esp e-
cially ap p reciated .
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Melanie Webb Diserens and Gladys Whitenburg help provide healing through Righteous Roots.PLEASE SEE RIGHTEOUS A2
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of Gatesville, Texas , d o hereby p roclaim , Satu rd ay, Novem ber 27, 2021 as  
Cot ton  David son  Day in  Gatesville, Texas  in  recogn it ion  of h is  s ign ifican t  
and  d is t ingu ished  con tr ibu t ions , d ed icat ion  and  service to the city.”

***
After  David son ’s  rookie season  with  the Colts , he was  d rafted  by the U.S. 

Arm y and  sp en t  t im e at  Fort  Carson  in  Colorad o and  at  Fort  Bliss  in  Texas .
He resum ed  h is  p rofess ional career , wh ich  includ ed  being nam ed  Most  

Valuable Player  in  the AFL All Star  Gam e in  h is  s t in t  with  the Texans .
David son  was  a key con tr ibu tor  to Coach  Gran t  Teaff’s  Baylor  Bear  

team s that  won  Sou thwest  Conference cham p ionsh ip s  in  1974 and  1980, 
and  had  several ad d it ional successfu l seasons .

DAVIDSON
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Righ teous  Roots  (by law 
en forcem en t , the jud icial 
sys tem , clergy or  another  
sou rce) or  they can  walk in  
on  their  own .”

She said  she s tar ted  the 
organ iz at ion  after  end uring 
a t raum a that  im p acted  her  
fam ily.

“I wen t  th rough  the legal 
sys tem  to hold  som eone 
accoun table for  their  ac-
t ions ,” she said . “What  wen t  
th rough  m y m ind  is  how 
s t ressfu l the p rocess  is , and  
there are not  a lot  of p eop le 
who know how to help .

“I wan ted  to p rovid e ev-
eryth ing with in  m y p ower  
so ch ild ren  and  ad u lts  who 
have exp erienced  abuse can  
be healthy and  whole and  
not  d efined  by the abuse. I 
am  very p ass ionate abou t  
help ing p eop le. Abuse is  
som eth ing we d on’t  often  
talk abou t . It ’s  consid ered  
d ark and  sham efu l. Peop le 
d on ’t  realiz e ju s t  how com -
m on  it  is .

“We are on  a m iss ion  to let  
p eop le know it  hap p ens  to a  
lot  of p eop le, that  it ’s  OK to  
talk abou t  it  and  it ’s  OK to  
get  help .”

Whitenburg works  to help  
connect  p eop le with  re-
sou rces  that  can  help  them , 
p rim arily th rough  organ i-
z at ions  in  Bell and  Coryell 
coun t ies .

“Glad ys  has  d one a lot  of 
networking with  d ifferen t  
organ iz at ions , includ ing the 
p olice and  sheriff’s  d ep art -
m en t ,”  Webb Diserens  said . 
“A lot  of what  we d o is  field  
p hone calls  and  help  p eop le 
find  where to get  the help  
they need . Som et im es  we 
can  p rovid e it  d irect ly, other  
t im es  we’ll p oin t  them  in  
the r igh t  d irect ion  and  re-
fer  them  to others  who can  
help .”

A long- term  goal is  to  
have a licensed  p rofess ional 

counselor  work with  p eop le 
on  an  ind ivid ual bas is , and  
also to find  a locat ion  for  an  
em ergency shelter .

“We are a faith - based  or-
gan iz at ion ,”  Webb Dise-
rens  said . “Everyth ing we d o 
and  teach  is  ground ed  in  the 
word  of God .

Whitenburg said  she has  
seen  Righ teous  Roots  m ake a  
s ign ifican t  im p act .

“In  a m on th  and  a half I’ve 
seen  the anger  m anagem en t  
group  grow, a coup le of the 
p art icip an ts  are m and atory 
and  a coup le are volun tary,” 
she said . “I encourage y’all 
to share in form at ion  abou t  
Righ teous  Roots  with  any-
bod y. Peop le can  com e here 
and  learn  and  benefit  from  
the p rogram s. You  d on’t  
have to be in  the d ep ths  of 
abuse or  a cr is is .

“I have never  felt  m ore 
fu lfilled  in  m y life being able 
to help  p eop le. We are here 
to help  m ake a d ifference in  
p eop le’s  lives .”

Volun teers  are also need ed  
to help  with  clean ing and  
m ain tenance, teach ing (for  
those licensed ), even t  p lan -
n ing and  fund rais ing. Dona-
t ions  are welcom ed .

Those in teres ted  in  find ing 
ou t  m ore abou t  p rogram s  
available th rough  Righ teous  
Roots  can  vis it  h t tp s :/ / r igh -
teousroots .org/ , vis it  the 
organ iz at ion ’s  Facebook 
p age @m iss ion rigteousroots , 
call 254- 223- 3770 or  em ail 
Righ teousRootsMiss ions@
gm ail.com .

RIGHTEOUS
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Melanie Webb Diserens founded Righteous Roots with a goal of helping victims of abuse to rise above their situation or past.

“We are on  a  m ission  

to let people know  it 

happen s to a  lot of  

people, that it ’s OK to 

talk  about it and it’s 

OK to get help.”

Melanie Webb Diserens, 
founder of Righteous Roots

Kid ney stone presents  a date with  agony
On a recen t  d ay at  work, I began  

to exp erience som e back p ain  and  
I though t  it  was  because of the way 

I had  been  s it t ing. When  the p ain  
began  to get  worse, and  d id n ’t  sub-
s id e even  when  I got  up , it  qu ickly 

becam e clear  another  cu lp rit  was  to  
blam e, an  old  nem esis  was  back - -  

a kid ney s tone. 
Anyone who has  ever  exp erienced  
the agony and  excruciat ing p ain  
of a kid ney s tone knows those 

lit t le abom inat ions  can  really wreak 
havoc with  you r sense of well be-

ing, not  to m en t ion  com p letely 
wip e ou t  you r com fort  level in  an  

in s tan t . 
I had  to m iss  a coup le of club m eet-

ings  the week the kid ney s tone 
s tuck, and  believe m e, I wou ld  

have m uch  rather  been  s it t ing at  
those club m eet ings  than  d eal-
ing with  the angu ish  and  p ain  I 

encoun tered . One of those m eet-
ings , the Exchange Club, u sually 

s tar ts  at  7  a.m . and  was  s lated  for  
an  even  earlier  s tar t  at  6  a.m . to get  
read y for  a Veterans  Day breakfas t . 

However, with  the s tone causing 
it s  d is rup t ions , there was  no way I 
wou ld  have even  been  com fortable 
m aking a 10 a.m . or  noon  m eet ing 

that  d ay. 
Th is  wasn ’t  m y firs t  encoun ter  with  
a kid ney s tone, that  took p lace back 
in  1999. I had  no id ea what  was  go-
ing on  then , on ly that  I was  exp eri-
encing the wors t  p ain  of m y life. It  

wou ld  go away for  a wh ile and  then  
com e back with  a vengeance. I wen t  

to the em ergency room  and  got  a  
shot  of m orp h ine that  seem ed  to  
have no im p act . They had  to give 
m e a second  shot  before I s tar ted  
“feeling groovy.” (I later  learned  
from  m y Dad  that  he had  to get  
th ree m orp h ine shots  one t im e 
when  he was  end uring a kid ney 

s tone). 
The next  t im e I had  a s tone at tack 

was  elect ion  n igh t  2000, wh ich  was  

alread y su rreal with  the George W. 
Bush - Al Gore elect ion  going back 
and  forth  and  seem ingly end ing in  
a s t range s talem ate. I was  working 
that  n igh t  for  the Waco Tribune-

Herald , help ing with  elect ion  cov-
erage. Th row a kid ney s tone in to  

the m ix, and  it  was  qu ite a m em o-
rable even ing, to say the leas t . 

I was  fortunate to go several years  
with  no recu rr ing ep isod es , so I 

though t  those d ays  were over  for  
good . Unfortunately, in  2017 or  

2018, a kid ney s tone h it  again , and  
then  in  early 2021 before th is  lates t  

at tack. 
I guess  it ’s  t im e to m ake a few 

changes , because I am  t ired  of th is  
bat t le. One of those changes  will 

need  to be a red uced  consum p tion  
of sod a - -  in  p art icu lar  Coke, Pep si, 
H- E- B Cola and  RC. That  has  been  
m y big weakness . I have loved  sod a 
ever  s ince (I am  told ) m y Grand m a 

used  to p u t  it  in  a bot t le for  m e. 
I rem em ber d rinking Coke with  

breakfas t  before it  was  consid ered  
cool, or  at  leas t  som ewhat  nor-

m al. That’s  not  to say I am  going to  
elim inate sod a altogether , bu t  I am  

going to at  leas t  lim it  it  a bit  m ore. 
I also need  to d rink m ore water  and  
ju ice. Orange ju ice is  sup p osed  to  

be esp ecially good  at  help ing to re-
d uce kid ney s tones . Finally, I guess  

I need  to eat  m ore veggies  and  
fru its , and  get  m ore calcium . I have 
read  that  those are other  factors  in  

help ing red uce kid ney s tones . 
The bad  news is  that  it  can  take 

weeks  -  or  m on ths  -  for  a s tone to  
p ass . So I’ve s tocked  up  on  ibup ro-
fen  and  acetam inop hen  to help  get  

m e th rough . 
Well, I’ve ram bled  on  enough . It ’s  

t im e to tu rn  th is  colum n  over  to m y 
fu rry fr iend , Tallu lah . 

***
Thanks  for  the in t ro, m y m ost ly 

sm ooth - skinned  Dad d y. 
You  are not  kid d ing -  that  kid ney 
s tone was  certain ly d isrup t ive, and  
it ’s  not  gone yet . There have been  
n igh ts  and  even ings  where Dad d y 
has  been  in  p ain , and  there’s  not  
m uch  I cou ld  d o excep t  to keep  h im  
com p any.

 I am  always  willing to lend  a  
help ing p aw, be there for  a hug or  
a qu ick lick on  the hand , whatever  I 
can  d o to show m y sup p ort  and  en -
cou ragem en t . 
I d on ’t  care if Dad d y s top s  d rink-
ing as  m uch  sod a, I never  cared  for  
the s tu ff m yself. I ju s t  hop e if he 
changes  h is  d iet , he s t ill m akes  su re 
to give m e p len ty of the snacks  I 
en joy so m uch . 
I d efin itely d on ’t  wan t  to see Dad d y 
su ffer . It ’s  hard  on  a d og to see 
that . I look forward  to the d ay (or  
n igh t) that  m ean  old  kid ney s tone 
finally goes  away. Then  we can  get  
back to walks  and  n ice p eacefu l 
n igh ts . 

I d efin itely sym p ath iz e with  any-
one ou t  there who su ffers  from  
those horr ible s tones . Feel bet ter  
soon!

Jeff Osborne and Tallulah can be reached at jeff@gatesvillemes-

senger.com.

Jeff’s  Reflect ions  &

Lu’s  Views
By Jeff Osborne & Tallulah
Jeff  Osborne is sen ior staff  w riter 

and editor for the Gatesville Messen -

ger and Tallu lah  is h is trusted bor-

der collie- Jack  Russell terrier m ix.

LETTER TO EDITOR

COVID- 19 rem ains  a m ajor  concern

Dear  Ed it o r ,
Wh en  COVID s t a r t ed , ever yo n e  s a id  it  was  a  h o ax an d  it  wo u ld  go 

away a ft e r  t h e  e lect io n . Gu es s  wh a t ? It ’s  s t ill h er e  a lm o s t  3  yea r s  
la t e r . It  will n ever  go  away! I b e t  n o  o n e’s  life  h a s n ’t  b een  t o u ch ed  b y 
COVID o n e  way o r  an o t h er .

I h ad  COVID an d  it ’s  n o  fu n ! I h ad  m a jo r  h ea lt h  is s u es  3  m o n t h s  a f-
t e r  I h ad  COVID. I a lm o s t  d ied .

Peo p le  n eed  t o  ge t  t h e ir  im m u n iz a t io n s ! If  yo u  d o n ’t  ge t  yo u r  im -
m u n iz a t io n s  fo r  yo u r s e lf , yo u  n eed  t o  ge t  t h em  fo r  p eo p le  like  m e 
wit h  lo w im m u n it y. Take  ca r e  o f  yo u r s e lf  an d  o t h er s .

SUSAN CURTIS
Gatesville

CAFÉ group to attend Christmas show in Llano
The Chris t ian  Ad u lt  Fellow-

sh ip  Even t  group  will t ravel to the 
Llan tex Theatre in  Llano for  their  
Chris tm as  show on  Satu rd ay, Dec. 
11. The group  will leave at  10 a.m . 
from  the p arking lot  of Firs t  Un ited  
Method is t  Church , eat  at  Inm on’s  
BBQ and  then  at tend  the show at  

2:30 p .m . 
Som e of the p erform ers  will in -

clud e Tony Booth , Ju s t in  Trevino, 
Darrell and  Mona McCall and  Dotsy.

The cos t  of the t ickets  and  t rans-
p ortat ion  is  $35. The m eal is  self-
p ay.

If you  have any ques t ions , p lease 

con tact  Ru th  Jones  at  254- 865-
2112. If you  p ay th rough  the 
chu rch , p lease m ake su re to m ark 
your check envelop es  or  check 
m em os with  CAFÉ. The d ead line for  
ord ering t ickets  is  Nov. 30.

There will be no refund s  given  
after  the d ead line.

Carver School m arker discussed
The Coryell Coun ty His tori-

cal Com m iss ion  recen t ly talked  
abou t  the ap p licat ion  for  the 
Carver  School h is torical m arker .

Once d ocum en ts  are s igned  by 
the p rop erty land owner, the ap -
p licat ion  will be sen t  elect ron i-
cally to the s tate office in  Aust in . 
Sherry Lawrence, who com p iled  
the in form at ion  and  wrote the 
Carver  School narrat ive, sp oke 
to the group  abou t  the d etailed  
p rocess  for  ap p lying.

Desp ite the recen t  d em olit ion  
of the school, and  with  the p er-
m iss ion  of the land owners , the 
Coryell Coun ty His torical Com -
m iss ion  has  d ecid ed  to carry on  
and  subm it  the ap p licat ion  next  
week. The chairm an  of the h is -
torical com m iss ion , Danny Cor-

bet t , exp lained  that  if the m arker  
ap p licat ion  is  ap p roved  by the 
s tate, it  m ay s t ill be a few years  
before the m arker  is  received .

The com m iss ion  also d iscussed  
the up com ing m arker  d ed icat ion  
cerem ony for  the Seaton  Cem e-
tery m arker  wh ich  will take p lace 
on  Sund ay, Novem ber 28. Seaton  
Cem etery is  near  Leon  Junct ion . 
The m arker  will be officially un -
veiled  by Sue Sm ith  and  Sherry 
Lawrence. 

In  recogn it ion  of the recen t  and  
sud d en  p ass ing of long- t im e Co-
ryell Coun ty His torical Com m is-
s ion  m em ber, Sam m ie Jo Skinner , 
the com m iss ion  m ad e a d onat ion  
in  her  m em ory to the Gatesville 
Boys  and  Girls  Club and  to The 
Am erican  Cancer  Society. 
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of Gatesville, Texas, do hereby proclaim, Saturday, November 27, 2021 as 
Cotton Davidson Day in Gatesville, Texas in recognition of his significant 
and distinguished contributions, dedication and service to the city.”

***
After Davidson’s rookie season with the Colts, he was drafted by the U.S. 

Army and spent time at Fort Carson in Colorado and at Fort Bliss in Texas.
He resumed his professional career, which included being named Most 

Valuable Player in the AFL All Star Game in his stint with the Texans.
Davidson was a key contributor to Coach Grant Teaff’s Baylor Bear 

teams that won Southwest Conference championships in 1974 and 1980, 
and had several additional successful seasons.

DAVIDSON
FROM PAGE A1

Righteous Roots (by law 
enforcement, the judicial 
system, clergy or another 
source) or they can walk in 
on their own.”

She said she started the 
organization after enduring 
a trauma that impacted her 
family.

“I went through the legal 
system to hold someone 
accountable for their ac-
tions,” she said. “What went 
through my mind is how 
stressful the process is, and 
there are not a lot of people 
who know how to help.

“I wanted to provide ev-
erything within my power 
so children and adults who 
have experienced abuse can 
be healthy and whole and 
not defined by the abuse. I 
am very passionate about 
helping people. Abuse is 
something we don’t often 
talk about. It’s considered 
dark and shameful. People 
don’t realize just how com-
mon it is.

“We are on a mission to let 
people know it happens to a 
lot of people, that it’s OK to 
talk about it and it’s OK to 
get help.”

Whitenburg works to help 
connect people with re-
sources that can help them, 
primarily through organi-
zations in Bell and Coryell 
counties.

“Gladys has done a lot of 
networking with different 
organizations, including the 
police and sheriff’s depart-
ment,”  Webb Diserens said. 
“A lot of what we do is field 
phone calls and help people 
find where to get the help 
they need. Sometimes we 
can provide it directly, other 
times we’ll point them in 
the right direction and re-
fer them to others who can 
help.”

A long-term goal is to have 
a licensed professional coun-

selor work with people on an 
individual basis, and also to 
find a location for an emer-
gency shelter.

“We are a faith-based or-
ganization,”  Webb Diserens 
said. “Everything we do and 
teach is grounded in the 
word of God.

Whitenburg said she has 
seen Righteous Roots make a 
significant impact.

“In a month and a half I’ve 
seen the anger management 
group grow, a couple of the 
participants are mandatory 
and a couple are voluntary,” 
she said. “I encourage y’all 
to share information about 
Righteous Roots with any-
body. People can come here 
and learn and benefit from 
the programs. You don’t 
have to be in the depths of 
abuse or a crisis.

“I have never felt more 
fulfilled in my life being able 
to help people. We are here 
to help make a difference in 
people’s lives.”

Volunteers are also needed 
to help with cleaning and 
maintenance, teaching (for 
those licensed), event plan-
ning and fundraising. Dona-
tions are welcomed.

Those interested in finding 
out more about programs 
available through Righteous 
Roots can visit https://righ-
teousroots.org/, visit the or-
ganization’s Facebook page 
@missionrigteousroots, call 
254-223-3770 or email Righ-
teousRootsMissions@gmail.
com.

RIGHTEOUS
FROM PAGE A1

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Melanie Webb Diserens founded Righteous Roots with a goal of helping victims of abuse to rise above their situation or past.

“We are on a mission 

to let people know it 

happens to a lot of 

people, that it’s OK to 

talk about it and it’s 

OK to get help.”

Melanie Webb Diserens, 
founder of Righteous Roots

Kidney stone presents a date with agony
On a recent day at work, I began 

to experience some back pain and 
I thought it was because of the way 
I had been sitting. When the pain 

began to get worse, and didn’t sub-
side even when I got up, it quickly 

became clear another culprit was to 
blame, an old nemesis was back -- a 

kidney stone. 
Anyone who has ever experienced 
the agony and excruciating pain 
of a kidney stone knows those 

little abominations can really wreak 
havoc with your sense of well be-
ing, not to mention completely 

wipe out your comfort level in an 
instant. 

I had to miss a couple of club meet-
ings the week the kidney stone 

stuck, and believe me, I would have 
much rather been sitting at those 
club meetings than dealing with 
the anguish and pain I encoun-

tered. One of those meetings, the 
Exchange Club, usually starts at 7 

a.m. and was slated for an even ear-
lier start at 6 a.m. to get ready for a 
Veterans Day breakfast. However, 
with the stone causing its disrup-
tions, there was no way I would 

have even been comfortable mak-
ing a 10 a.m. or noon meeting that 

day. 
This wasn’t my first encounter with 
a kidney stone, that took place back 
in 1999. I had no idea what was go-
ing on then, only that I was experi-
encing the worst pain of my life. It 
would go away for a while and then 
come back with a vengeance. I went 
to the emergency room and got a 
shot of morphine that seemed to 
have no impact. They had to give 
me a second shot before I started 
“feeling groovy.” (I later learned 
from my Dad that he had to get 
three morphine shots one time 
when he was enduring a kidney 

stone). 
The next time I had a stone attack 

was election night 2000, which was 

already surreal with the George W. 
Bush-Al Gore election going back 

and forth and seemingly ending in 
a strange stalemate. I was working 
that night for the Waco Tribune-

Herald, helping with election cover-
age. Throw a kidney stone into the 
mix, and it was quite a memorable 

evening, to say the least. 
I was fortunate to go several years 

with no recurring episodes, so I 
thought those days were over for 
good. Unfortunately, in 2017 or 

2018, a kidney stone hit again, and 
then in early 2021 before this latest 

attack. 
I guess it’s time to make a few 

changes, because I am tired of this 
battle. One of those changes will 

need to be a reduced consumption 
of soda -- in particular Coke, Pepsi, 
H-E-B Cola and RC. That has been 

my big weakness. I have loved soda 
ever since (I am told) my Grandma 

used to put it in a bottle for me. I re-
member drinking Coke with break-
fast before it was considered cool, 

or at least somewhat normal. That’s 
not to say I am going to eliminate 
soda altogether, but I am going to 

at least limit it a bit more. 
I also need to drink more water and 
juice. Orange juice is supposed to 
be especially good at helping to re-
duce kidney stones. Finally, I guess 

I need to eat more veggies and 
fruits, and get more calcium. I have 
read that those are other factors in 

helping reduce kidney stones. 
The bad news is that it can take 

weeks - or months - for a stone to 
pass. So I’ve stocked up on ibupro-
fen and acetaminophen to help get 

me through. 
Well, I’ve rambled on enough. It’s 

time to turn this column over to my 
furry friend, Tallulah. 

***
Thanks for the intro, my mostly 

smooth-skinned Daddy. 
You are not kidding - that kidney 
stone was certainly disruptive, and 
it’s not gone yet. There have been 
nights and evenings where Daddy 
has been in pain, and there’s not 
much I could do except to keep him 
company.

 I am always willing to lend a 
helping paw, be there for a hug or 
a quick lick on the hand, whatever I 
can do to show my support and en-
couragement. 
I don’t care if Daddy stops drink-
ing as much soda, I never cared for 
the stuff myself. I just hope if he 
changes his diet, he still makes sure 
to give me plenty of the snacks I en-
joy so much. 
I definitely don’t want to see Daddy 
suffer. It’s hard on a dog to see 
that. I look forward to the day (or 
night) that mean old kidney stone 
finally goes away. Then we can get 
back to walks and nice peaceful 
nights. 

I definitely sympathize with any-
one out there who suffers from 
those horrible stones. Feel better 
soon!

Jeff Osborne and Tallulah can be reached at jeff@gatesvillemes-

senger.com.

Jeff’s Reflections &

Lu’s Views
By Jeff Osborne & Tallulah
Jeff Osborne is senior staff writer 
and editor for the Gatesville Messen-
ger and Tallulah is his trusted bor-
der collie-Jack Russell terrier mix.

LETTER TO EDITOR

COVID-19 remains a major concern

Dear Editor,
When COVID started, everyone said it was a hoax and it would go 

away after the election. Guess what? It’s still here almost 3 years 
later. It will never go away! I bet no one’s life hasn’t been touched by 
COVID one way or another.

I had COVID and it’s no fun! I had major health issues 3 months af-
ter I had COVID. I almost died.

People need to get their immunizations! If you don’t get your immu-
nizations for yourself, you need to get them for people like me with 
low immunity. Take care of yourself and others.

SUSAN CURTIS
Gatesville

CAFÉ group to attend Christmas show in Llano
The Christian Adult Fellow-

ship Event group will travel to the 
Llantex Theatre in Llano for their 
Christmas show on Saturday, Dec. 
11. The group will leave at 10 a.m. 
from the parking lot of First United 
Methodist Church, eat at Inmon’s 
BBQ and then attend the show at 

2:30 p.m. 
Some of the performers will in-

clude Tony Booth, Justin Trevino, 
Darrell and Mona McCall and Dotsy.

The cost of the tickets and trans-
portation is $35. The meal is self-
pay.

If you have any questions, 

please contact Ruth Jones at 254-
865-2112. If you pay through the 
church, please make sure to mark 
your check envelopes or check 
memos with CAFÉ. The deadline for 
ordering tickets is Nov. 30.

There will be no refunds given af-
ter the deadline.

Carver School marker discussed
The Coryell County Histori-

cal Commission recently talked 
about the application for the 
Carver School historical marker.

Once documents are signed by 
the property landowner, the ap-
plication will be sent electroni-
cally to the state office in Austin. 
Sherry Lawrence, who compiled 
the information and wrote the 
Carver School narrative, spoke to 
the group about the detailed pro-
cess for applying.

Despite the recent demolition 
of the school, and with the per-
mission of the landowners, the 
Coryell County Historical Com-
mission has decided to carry on 
and submit the application next 
week. The chairman of the his-
torical commission, Danny Cor-

bett, explained that if the marker 
application is approved by the 
state, it may still be a few years 
before the marker is received.

The commission also discussed 
the upcoming marker dedication 
ceremony for the Seaton Ceme-
tery marker which will take place 
on Sunday, November 28. Seaton 
Cemetery is near Leon Junction. 
The marker will be officially un-
veiled by Sue Smith and Sherry 
Lawrence. 

In recognition of the recent and 
sudden passing of long-time Co-
ryell County Historical Commis-
sion member, Sammie Jo Skinner, 
the commission made a donation 
in her memory to the Gatesville 
Boys and Girls Club and to The 
American Cancer Society. 



WEDNESDAY, Nov. 17, 2021   The Gatesville Messenger    A3

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

OBITUARIES

The DISPATCHBAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

254-675-8657 Barn
800-675-8657 Barn
254-675-4363 Fax

Sale Every Wednesday

Bonded & Insured

3199 Hwy. 6
P.O. Box 408

Clifton, TX 76634

Wayne Carroll
254-652-1983 Cell
wayne@cliftonlivestock.com

CLIFTON LIVESTOCK

COMMISSION

CCoorryyeellll  CCiittyy  WWaatteerr  SSuuppppllyy  DDiissttrriicctt  

AAnnnnuuaall  CCuussttoommeerr’’ss  MMeeeettiinngg  

  

  

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  NNoovveemmbbeerr  1188,,  22002211  

aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  

CCoorryyeellll  CCiittyy//OOssaaggee  VVoolluunntteeeerr  FFiirree  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  
 

301 CR 255, Gatesville, TX 76528 

(10 miles East of Gatesville off of FM 929, 

across from St. John Lutheran Church) 

 

CCWSD will host a meal and the Annual Board Meeting. 

For information call (254)865-6089 or 

Email: info@coryellcitywater.com  

www.coryellcitywater.com 

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area
Sunday School  9:30am  

Sunday Worship  10:45am

4012 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville
(One mile east of the loop on the south side of Hwy. 84)

 254-248-0053

gracebibletx.com  
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THANKSGIVING MEALS
PRE-ORDER BY NOV. 21ST

Small Meal: $94.99

Includes: Small Turkey, 1/4 Ham, Small Dressing, 

2 Sides (quarts), 6 Rolls, Gravy (quart), & 1 Pie

Large Meal: $164.99

Includes: Large Turkey, 1/2 Ham, Large Dressing, 4 

Sides (quarts), 12 Rolls, Gravy (quart & pint) & 2 Pies

Sides: green beans, mac & cheese, pinto beans, corn, slaw, baked 

beans, yams, mashed potatoes, green bean casserole, potato salad  

2601 E. Main Street, Gatesville, TX

Call for details, 254-865-8706

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021 
Jody & Robin Thomas • (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 170-205 
300-400 lb. 170-200 
400-500 lb. 150-185
500-600 lb. 140-170
600-700 lb. 125-155
700-800 lb. 125-145
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 135-160
300-400 lb. 130-160    
400-500 lb. 130-155
500-600 lb. 125-150
600-700 lb. 115-140
700-800 lb. 110-125

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 60-69
Low Yielding 40-47       
Fats 60-68
Thin & Shelly 15-30

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 60-95

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1350-1600
Young Fair 1100-1350 
Aged Pairs 800-1100

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 500-1150

Number of Head 909

Happy Thanksgiving!
No sale 11-27-21

PEST CONTROL
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL

(254) 542-2847
WWW.SPIDERMANPC.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

SPIDERMAN

40 Years 

Experience

Licensed & Insured

ALL BUGS

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 11/15/21).......

$1860.30
SILVER (XAG/USD 11/15/21)..........

$24.96

CITY OF GATESVILLECITY OF GATESVILLE

POLICE DEPARTMENTPOLICE DEPARTMENT

Nov. 10

12:31 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2300 
block of Business Hwy. 36.

1:17 p.m., criminal mischief 
was reported in the 2400 
block of Business Hwy. 36.

1:42 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Cottonwood Drive.

3:31 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 300 
block of Old Waco Road.

5:39 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 200 block 
of E. Main Street.

6:44 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1400 block of 
Mills Street.

Nov. 11

12:58 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 900 
block of E. Main Street.

10:32 a.m., a hazmat spill 
was reported in the 400 block 
of S. 34th Street.

1:16 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 400 block of 
Woods Drive.

3:41 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 200 block of 
Old Osage Road.

5:28 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 14000 block 
of S. Hwy. 36.

7:58 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 9700 block of 
FM 929.

Nov. 12

7:54 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1200 block of 

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of November 10 - 13.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, 
this is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police de-
partment should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

E. Main Street.
1:06 p.m., a disturbance 

was reported in the 2500 
block of E. Main Street.

2:19 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2200 
block of E. Main Street.

2:21 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 500 
block of Fieldstone Drive.

5:11 p.m., a hit and run was 
reported in the 400 block of 
Bluestem Drive.

7:56 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 3400 
block of Crown Drive.

Nov. 13

1:01 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2300 
block of E. Main Street.

1:56 a.m., a welfare concern 
was reported in the 800 block 
of CR 127.

8:15 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 4700 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

11:40 a.m., a fire alarm was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Chicktown Road.

1:56 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 1600 block of 
St. Louis Street.

5:21 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2200 
block of E. Main Street.

CORYELL COUNTYCORYELL COUNTY

SHERIFF’S OFFICESHERIFF’S OFFICE

Nov. 10

10:50 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 400 block of 
Indian Springs Road.

11:04 a.m., illegal dump-
ing was reported on Lutheran 
Church Road.

1:04 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported on US Hwy. 84 
East.

5:16 p.m., a livestock com-

plaint was reported on Hwy. 
84 and Greenbriar Road.

6:25 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
1000 block of Winter Road.

8:00 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 500 block of E. 
Leon Street.

Nov. 11

5:38 a.m., a traffic hazard 
was reported on Bald Knob 
Road.

7:49 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
1783 W. of CR 136.

9:19 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the area 
around Pearl.

3:43 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
17000 block of Moody Leon 
Road.

7:15 p.m., a suspicious ve-
hicle was reported in the 400 
block of CR 341.

8:01 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 9700 block of 
FM 929.

Nov. 12

8:40 a.m., a welfare concern 
was reported in the 5100 
block of FM 1829.

12:30 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported on E. Hwy. 
84 near Apple Creek Game 
Room.

1:15 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
4300 block of FM 932.

4:48 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1200 
block of Strawsmill Road.

6:58 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 11000 block of 
N. Hwy. 36.

8:40 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
215 before Turnersville.

Nov. 13

8:17 a.m., a minor accident 
was reported on S. Hwy. 36 
near the N. Fort Hood Gate.

10:40 a.m., a reckless driver 
was reported on S. Hwy. 36 
near Walmart.

12:06 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 100 
block of Deer Run.

12:53 p.m., found property 

was reported in the 500 block 
of N. 11th Street.

5:46 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
5500 block of FM 215.

6:27 p.m., a lost animal was 
reported in the 600 block of 
Whispering Oaks.

ROGER 

BARNETT
Dec. 23, 1936 – Nov. 10, 

2021

Roger Barnett, age 84, of 
Jonesboro, passed away on 
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 2021, at 
his home, surrounded by 
his family.

Memorial services will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Wednes-
day, Nov. 24, 2021, at 
Scott’s Funeral Home Cha-
pel. Private family inurn-
ment will be at Jonesboro 
Cemetery.

Roger was born Dec. 23, 
1936, in the Ater Commu-
nity to the late Johnnie and 
Chlora Blacklock Barnett. 
He lived in the Slater Com-
munity until age three, 
when the family moved 
to Gatesville. He attended 
school in Gatesville, gradu-
ating from Gatesville High 
School in 1955.

He married JoAnn Gart-
man on Sept. 9, 1955. He 
began working in McGregor 
for Phillips Petroleum un-
til moving to Chula Vista, 
CA in 1958, to work for 
Rohr Aircraft in the tool-
ing and die department. 
While there, he completed 
classes specializing in Math-
ematics and Mechanics for 
Engineering. He served in 

the Texas Army National 
Guard and California Army 
National Guard. Roger and 
JoAnn moved back to Texas 
in 1960. He worked for a 
few years with his brother, 
Quinton, rebuilding cars un-
til he went to work at Rock-
etdyne where he stayed 
until his retirement in 1991. 
Roger was known for his 
ability to build anything. If 
he could sketch it on a nap-
kin, he could build it and 
always with precision. He 
enjoyed deer hunting with 
JoAnn, and his family. After 
retirement, he loved raising 
cattle and farming. He had 
the “fattest” cows in Coryell 
County. Roger was a mem-
ber and deacon at White 
Hall Baptist Church and his 
faith in Jesus was evident in 
his daily life. He welcomed 
everyone into his home and 
treated them as family.

Roger was preceded in 
death by his wife in 2007, 
and a brother, Quinton Bar-
nett.

He is survived by his son, 
Joel Barnett and wife, Cyn-
thia, of Robinson; daughter, 
Brenda Shirley and hus-
band, David, of Jonesboro; 
eight grandchildren, sixteen 
great- grandchildren and 
one great-great grandson. 
He is also survived by mul-
tiple nieces and nephews, 
and family friend Patty Voss 
who tirelessly and lovingly 
cared for Roger over the 
past few months. 

The family wishes to ex-
tend their sincere apprecia-
tion to Rhonda Manns and 
Beth Whitsell with Elara 
Hospice and Dr. Charles 
Johnson with Hamilton 
Healthcare.

For those desiring, the 
family has requested me-
morials be made to Pearl 
Church of Christ, 6790 
FM 185, Evant, TX 76525 
or Meadowbrook Baptist 
Church Building Fund, 207 
N. Robinson Rd., Robinson 
TX 76706.
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A historic marker will be 
unveiled and dedicated at 
the historic Seaton Cemetery 
on Sunday, Nov. 28, at 2 p.m. 
by the Seaton Cemetery As-
sociation. The dedication 
service will be presided over 
by Mike Lam with the cem-
etery association. History of 
the cemetery will be read by 
Sherry Lawrence of the Cory-
ell County Historical Com-
mission.

Elijah B. Seaton moved with 
his family to Coryell County 
around 1872. Elijah B. Seaton 
accidentally shot his eleven-
year-old son, John Madison 
Seaton, while the two were 
hunting. The child was bur-
ied on his parents’ property, 
which was about one mile 
from the present-day cem-
etery. The child’s burial was 
often attributed to the name 
of the current Seaton Cem-
etery. The first mention of 
the cemetery was found in a 
deed of sale for 219 acres of 
land in the George D. Gaylord 
survey in 1875. The deed 
excluded a one-acre tract of 
land from the sale and listed 
it as a “grave yard.” Accord-

Historic Marker to be unveiled at Seaton Cemetery

COURTESY PHOTO

SEATON CEMETERY: The grave of young John Madison Seaton who 
was  accidently killed in 1872.

ing to the research of a Cory-
ell County historian, Sherry 
Lawrence, the need for a cem-
etery in the Leon Junction 
area may have been realized 
when young John Madison 
Seaton was killed in 1872.

By 1895, deed records indi-
cate that the Seaton Cem-
etery had grown in size and 
was listed as being two acres. 
Later, in 1914, F.P. Crouch 
deeded three acres of land 
to Coryell County, which in-
cluded the cemetery, a park-
ing area, and an entrance lane 
now known as Seaton Road.

The cemetery contains 
at least 303 identifiable 
burial sites – 31 of which are 
marked with illegible tomb-
stones, field stones or ground 
indentations. The oldest 
known tombstone in the cem-
etery belongs to the infant 
son of S.W. and S.C. Fletcher, 
who died in 1878. The cem-
etery contains at least 28 
military tombstones, which 
mark the graves of veterans 
of World War I, World War 
II, the Korean War, and the 
Vietnam War. In her histori-
cal narrative, Lawrence made 

mention of an interesting 
military tombstone for Wert 
Renfro Shelton, who served in 
the developing U.S. Air Force 
as a member of the Texas 98 
Balloon Air Service during 
World War I.

In a March 2017 edition of 
The Gatesville Messenger, it 
was reported that the cem-
etery had fallen into disrepair 
and, due to its remote loca-
tion outside of Leon Junc-

tion, was used as a late-night 
hangout for people wanting 
to party. Sue Smith and Mike 
Lam organized the effort to 
clean, restore and improve 
the historic cemetery. Since 
that time, new fences, signs, 
security cameras, and a secu-
rity light have been installed 
and the association is encour-
aging the public to become 
more involved in supporting 
the cemetery with donations 

and volunteer maintenance 
assistance.

Seaton Cemetery can be 
reached by turning off High-
way 36 South at Flat onto FM 
931 and going about 5 miles 
to Leon Junction where there 
is a “Y” in the road, then one 
should veer to the right on CR 
342 for about one mile where 
there will be a cemetery sign 
entrance on the right side of 
CR 342, identified as Seaton 

COURTESY PHOTO BY JIM LAM  

HISTORIC CEMETERY GETS RECOGNITION: Seaton Cemetery, a historic cemetery located in a remote area near Leon Junction, had fallen 
into disrepair in recent years but has since been beautified thanks to the efforts of Sue Smith and Mike Lam as well as volunteers. On Nov. 28 
the cemetery will be receiving long overdue recognition with a historical marker unveiling and dedication ceremony. 

Road, which will lead to the 
cemetery.

The public is invited to at-
tend the historical marker 
dedication on Sunday, Nov. 
28 at 2 p.m.

*(Information found in this 
article was gleaned from the 
historic narrative written by 
Sherry Lawrence).
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Gatesville High School re-
cently released its Honor Roll 
for the Semester 1, Cycle 1, 
Grades. Those students who 
qualified include:

“A” HONOR ROLL
9th Grade

Brianna Allen, Hannah 
Bartlett, Jeret Burks, Grace 
Carothers, John Davidson, 
Karilyn Dudik, Ryleigh Eaton, 
Reagan Fitts, Kasey Fitzer, 
Katherine Hopson, Alexander 
Johnson, Emily Kelly, Elaina 
Knobloch, Caleb Mannix, 
Emilie Moore, Logan Mor-
gan, Dutch Nielsen, Malachi 
Olvera, Roman Perez, Gabriel 
Pollard, Lucy Pritchett, Ian 
Rainer, Jaycee Shelton, Liam 
Shoaf, Callie Smith, Avery 
Streetman, Cameron Thomp-
son, Ricardo Villagrana, 
Mariah Votruba, Zayla Wise-
hart, Addison Woods, Royce 
Wright.
10th Grade

Blake Barnes, Barrett Boyd, 
Wyatt Dunbar, Brooke Herry, 
Anna Laskowski, Chase Lee, 
Hannah Martin, Carsyn Modi-
sett, Jasmine Olivar, Bethany 
Penrod, Anna Phillips, Miken-
na Reeves, Noah Smith, Olivia 
Walker, Harlie Wedding.
11th Grade

Thiele Alvarado, Payton 
Armstrong, Lola Barron, 
Charlize Breitinger, Ko-
rbin Brown, Lena Clawson, 
Kylie Cox, William Crozier, 
Lindsey Cummings, Rosalee 
Dilly, Cody Dotson, Slone 
Early, Brenden Gohlke, Eva-
lyn Gregory, Kason Herbe-
lin, Sara Hernandez, Mariana 
Hughes, Rachel Long, Benja-
min Mabry, Khloe Mathews, 
John Meharg, Laura Mitchell, 
Mason Mooney, Aydan Neces-
sary, Maria Olvera Rodriguez, 
Dawson Poliquin, Mattison 
Robinette, Trevor Smith, Ty 
Warren, Nathan West, Carter 
Williams.
12th Grade

Matthew Arrington, Samuel 
Belt, Ciera Billingsley, Adeline 
Carpenter, Rachel Conner, 
Peyton Dooley, McKenzie 
Feldman, Cheyenne Garcia, 
Kinsey Gardner, Jaiden Go-
mez, Evan Hanson, Brodie 

Hugghins, Jozy Jackson, 
Brooke Johnson, Pamela 
Johnson, Hailey Luensmann, 
Nicole McGinn, Kaitlynn Mer-
ritt, Cheyenne Miller, Anna 
Mitchell, Hayden Mooney, 
Tina Moran, Allison Pearce, 
Jorja Penny, Nolee Pickles, 
Evonna Pitrucha, Lexi Poston, 
Lyndi Poynter, Kalli Robi-
nette, Enrique Rojas, Jessi 
Salas, Sarah Saunders, John-
nie Short, Ryan Smiley, Baylee 
Snoddy, Harlee Snoddy, Jule-
eva Sun, Cooper Sutton, Tyler 
Sutton, Stormy Tatum, Riann 
Tippit, Mariana Uribe.

“A/B” HONOR ROLL
9th Grade 

Taylor Alderman, Bo Ayers, 
Kannon Baker, Logan Biggs, 
Audrey Blanco, Romi Bomar, 
Roland Bowen, Mason Brizen-
dine, Destiny Campbell, Kyle 
Casey, Rosa Castillo, Eli Char-
bonneau, Jonathan Chavez, 
Faith Choate, Teagan Comer, 
Carvin Coppersmith, Tyson 
Crawford, Bradley Crozier, 
Dillon Daniels, Jayden Dav-
enport, Keyana Diserens, Ja-
than Dooley, Carley Dowling, 
Jackson Erwin, Kallie Feather-
ston, Levi Featherston, Kloye 
Feldman, Kinlee Gardner, 
Ranyah Garraway, Raylee 
Glover, Dylan Granados, Max 
Healer, Kamren Hendrix, 
Jocelyn Hernandez, Madi-
son Hester, Trent Hickman, 
Benjamin Hicks, Torri Hobbs, 
Kelsey Hoisington, Amelia 
Holden, Lilyana Hugghins, 
Clayton Jones, Alyra Kilgore-
Coalston, Sara Kiphen, Vin-
cent Lira-Rodriguez, Jamie 
Lisenby, Jahaziel Martinez, 
Vania Martinez-Jaramillo, 
Ana Mata, Evan McCracken, 
Adrian McMurray, Frankie 
Medina, Jose Medrano, Avery 
Meelbusch, Tamiah Miller, 
Trae Miller, Brayden Mills, 
Serenity Morrall, Dana My-
ers, Jeny Dionz Obeda, Israel 
Ortega, Andrea Ortiz Saenz, 
Rexall Owen, Allyson Penrod, 
Laura Perez, Zayne Petrow, 
Naomi Renteria, Tyler Rich-
ardson, Danny Rodriguez, 
Dominyk Romero, Keira Ruiz, 
Katelyn Sanchez, Paige Marie 
Sentillas, Santiago Servin, 

Foster Shirley, Ariel Short, 
Joziann Smith, Yeri Solano, 
Owen Sorel, Rhya Spann, 
Mackenzie Stacher, Maryjane 
Stevens, Hunter Swindall, 
Carolmarie Szustak, Craig 
Talley, Addison Taylor, Luis 
Valencia, Jade Villegas, Kai-
tlyn Walden, Myia Walpole, 
Hayleigh Webb, Brian Wight-
man, Emery Wood, Alaynah 
Wrisk.
10th Grade

Riley Aaron, Tommy Aaron, 
Sean Aguilar, William Allman, 
Juan Almendariz, Hadleigh 
Ament, Madison Ayres, Eliza-
beth Bales, Charlee Barron, 
Kale Branum, Caden Brister, 
Christine Brown, Cory Burns, 
Cheyenne Bushong, Max 
Carpenter, Lilyana Carrillo, 
Gabriel Charles, Cayleigh 
Coursey, Taylor Coward, 
Nathan Elliott, Natalie Fast, 
Katrina Ferris, Kaitlyn Gam-
ble, Karma Germain, Jaynee 
Green, Clayton Gregory, Zoee 
Gribble, Danelle Gutierrez, 
Jimmy Hall, John Hall, Isa-
bell Hamilton, Hayden Heck, 
Rachel Holden, Ray Jones, 
Ellie Kelley, Gracie Key, Leo 
Land, Raisa Leon, Matti Mann, 
Sherylin Martinez, Hannah 
Matherson, Vesta McMasters, 
McKenzie Merritt, Lawson 
Mooney, Jaiden Muff, Devin 
Nashif, Wyatt Nichols, Andi 
Pitrucha, Stetson Rhymes, 
Carla Rivas Diaz, Vanessa 
Robledo, Jaeda Rodriguez, 
Xzavier Rodriguez, Lillianna 
Romero, David Sims, Le’Yah 
Smith, Raylie Snively, Layton 
Stone, Garrett Sullivant, Elara 
Sumrall, Yodfah Sun, Michael 
Tawater, Tatum Taylor, Ryan 
Tesar, Bralen Veazey, Luke 
White, Alanda Wimberley, 
Ashley Yuchasz.
11th Grade

Banner Allman, Katherine 
Arnold, Mya Ayers, Conner 
Ayres, Grayson Baker, Walker 
Barnes, Steven Bomar, Coo-
per Boyd, Brookelynn Byrd, 
Brady Carothers, Jackson 
Carroll, Joshua Coalston, Ele-
na Contreras, Kaitlyn Darby, 
Payton Dowling, Preslea Ed-
mond, Jeremy Featherston, 
Ariel Findley, Chesnea Ford, 
Camden Galindo, Lucas Gar-

cia, Rachel Garrett, Cheyenne 
Gerber, Vielka Gonzalez, 
Kaleigh Haywood, Katelynn 
Heilman, Gary Heimbuck, 
Shay Heuer, Chancie Hicks, 
Kamryn Higginbotham, Gre-
cian Hilliker, Emma Hurlburt, 
Shelby James, Ella Johnson, 
Madison Johnson, Nathan-
iel Johnson, Mason Lanham, 
Wyatt Lea, Gaven Lee, Alianna 
Longoria, David Manear, 
Carlo Martinez Jaramillo, 
Melanie Matherson, Brayden 
Minton, Emily Moffett, Kallyn 
Moreland, Preston Moseley, 
Blayson Nichols, Ethan Nich-
ols, Cera Norwood, Jose Oso-
rio, Synthia Perez, Wendi Per-
ez, Breanna Pospisil, Kennedy 
Preciado, Natalie Retana, Mar-
lee Saunders, Hayden Sevey, 
Kyle Shafer, Gregg Stone, 
Tatum Taylor, Giulia Ursini, 
Joey Williams, Ryan Wilson, 
Jordyn Wood, Eric Yean.
12th Grade

Briyana Alexander, Jacob 
Baker, Megan Barcroft, Riv-
ers Breshears, Jacob Briede, 
Carson Brizendine, Wes-
ley Brown, Olivia Brownlee, 
Ella Burns, Chelby Bushong, 
Christian Buster, Brett Byler, 
Joao Francisco Cerqueira 
Lima Chaves, Bradyn Cul-
ley, Ryan Darby, Clara De 
La Torre, Zane Diaz Brown, 
Hazlee Edwards, Logan Ed-
wards, Zane Foster, Mathew 
Gomez, Javon Hall, Jimmy 
Hall, Lacie Herry, Sarah 
House, Tyler Hutts, Sunnie 
Jeter, Christopher Johnson, 
David Kennon, Scout Key, 
Jordon Kinkade, Levi LeBlanc, 
Luis Macias Ayala, Cayden 
Mata, Alyssa Molina, Paige 
Monroe, Shandiin Monroe, 
Cooper Mooney, Breanna 
Okruch-Montgomery, Isabella 
Perry, Georgia Rogers, Kagan 
Saunders, Shaylie Smart, Bella 
Smith, Brenon Smith, Kensley 
Smith, Sophia Solano, Dylan 
Steffey, Zachary Swindall, 
Natasha Thoms, Camron 
Tindell, Cera Touchet, Ethan 
Velasquez, Alyssa Villegas, 
Bailee Williams, Eric Wise, 
Dayne Zacha.

GHS releases A, A/B honor roll

By: Tumbleweed Smith

 
Chloe Steinhagen of 

Georgetown spent ten years 
in Japan singing on cruise 
ships and in clubs.  She also 
did some work translat-
ing equipment instructions 
from Japanese to English.  
She lived in a small town 
not far from Tokyo.

“I was sharing a home 
with two other Americans 
and my two housemates, 
and I decided that since it 
was around Thanksgiving, 
we would have some of our 
Japanese friends over and 
introduce them to turkey, 
which is a rare bird in Ja-
pan.  If anything, it’s sort of 
a novelty.”

It took Chloe a bicycle 
ride, a train ride, two sub-
way rides and a long walk 
to get to an American mar-
ket in Tokyo.  It took hours 
to get there.  She bought 
a frozen turkey.  It was 
placed in a paper bag.

“I rode my first subway 
and there was no problem, 
and everything went swim-
mingly on the second sub-
way ride and finally I got on 
the train headed for home.  
As I was sitting on the train 
I looked down and I see this 
little rivulet of pink, watery 
stuff running down the 
aisle of the train. 

“I could see the bottom of 
the paper bag was wet and 
the turkey was beginning to 
thaw.  I watched as the pink 
liquid was traveling down 
the middle of the train, 
which was packed with Jap-
anese passengers.  I looked 
at them, but they didn’t 
look at me.  They were look-
ing at the pink stream. I 
wondered what must have 
been going through their 
minds.  This was an awful 

situation. 
When the train got to my 

stop, very rapidly I picked 
up the bag so I could get off 
with my turkey and the bot-
tom of the bag was soaking 
wet by now and my turkey 
fell out and landed right in 
the middle of the aisle.   In 
America it would have been 
a comedy scene but on 
that train, nobody laughed, 
nobody said a word.  So, I 
gathered up my cold wet 
turkey, got off the train 
and rode my bicycle to my 
house.”

I thought that would be 
the end of a funny story.  
But it wasn’t.

“In Japan they generally 
don’t have ovens in their 
kitchens.  They do most of 
their cooking on the top of 
the stove.  And most of my 
Japanese friends had never 
tasted turkey.  The home I 
was in was on the modern 
side and had a very small 
oven, perhaps the world’s 
smallest. 

“When we got the turkey 
to the house, we couldn’t 
get the turkey in the oven.  
It wasn’t a very big tur-
key, but it was a very small 
oven.  It could have been in 
a dollhouse.  We took every-
thing out, all the shelves, 
everything we could find.   
And we literally stood there 
and shoved that turkey in 
the oven, shoving it in with 
our feet to get it to go on 
there.  It finally went in and 
was cooked.  Of course, it 
was black in a few places on 
the outside but all togeth-
er they turkey turned out 
well.  It was a tasty turkey 
and the Japanese, if they 
didn’t enjoy it, they acted 
like they did.  They are very 
polite.”

Introducing
turkey to
Japan
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20  YEARS AGO
(2001)

Gatesville High School 
students in Jan Wynn’s class 
were donating their time and 

mart gift certificate.
 Two trustees were elected 

during the annual business 
meeting of the Hemmeline 
Cemetery Association held 
at Bethel Heights Baptist 
Church. Elected to serve 
two-year terms were Alvin 
Kiphen, vice-president, and 
Lewis Lengefeld, secretary-
treasurer.

The 1991 Coryell County 
Hay Show received 57 entries. 
Joe Loden came out the big 
winner, exhibiting the overall 
Grand Champion bale with a 
champion small grains entry. 
He also exhibited the Cham-
pion Coastal Bermudagrass 
bale.

Ginger Petty of Evant fin-
ished 49th at the Class 1A 
state cross country champi-
onships held at Southwestern 
University in Georgetown.

Melody Palmer was recog-
nized for her performance 
with the Texan Stars dance 
team at Tarleton State Univer-
sity.  A senior Interdisciplin-
ary Studies major at Tarleton, 
Melody was the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Palmer of 
Gatesville.

FORTY YEARS AGO
(1981)

Doug Barton, former Hor-
net football star and son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Barton of 
Gatesville, was to be a start-
ing linebacker on the Cisco 
Junior College Wrangler 
squad that was to play in the 
annual Wool Bowl Game in 
Roswell, N.M.

R. E. (Bob) Lee of Fort Gates 
was awarded a custom-made, 
hand tooled roping saddle 
valued at around $1,300 after 
emerging as the National Old 
Timers Rodeo Association’s 
champion team roper for the 
second straight year.

Former Gatesville resident, 
William Blankenship, an op-
eratic tenor of international 
renown who was residing in 
New York City, took an acting 
role in a daytime television 
serial. Blankenship became a 
member of the cast of “All My 
Children,” an ABC-TV soap 
opera.

Coryell County Farm Bu-
reau delegates going to the 
state convention were Mr. 
and Mrs. Kyle Pruitt, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. B. Littlefield, Mr. and 
Mrs. Don Rhoades, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bill Loden, Mr. and Mrs. 
Boyd Cheatham and Mr. and 

Mrs. Gordon Brown.
Pvt. Charles L. Sims, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Sims 
had completed a parachute 
packing, maintenance and 
airdrop course at the U. S. 
Army Quartermaster School, 
at Fort Lee, Va.

The Mitchell Scholarship 
Fund, established to honor 
Lloyd Mitchell, was enriched 
by a $1,000 contribution by 
Wes Gilbreath, owner of the 
SignAd Company in Houston 
and a Gatesville developer.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
(1971)

Authorities at Panola Junior 
College in Carthage honored 
Mrs. Merle Glass of Gatesville 
by naming a dormitory after 
her on their campus. Glass, a 
retired teacher, was a mem-
ber of the Panola faculty or 
several years.

Curtis Davis, associated lo-
cally with the George Painter 
Realtor firm, was notified by 
the education director of the 
Texas Association of Real-
tors, that he had successfully 
completed Course III of the 
San Antonio Realtors Insti-
tute.

U. S. Air Force Senior Mas-
ter Sergeant Jimmie Peveto, 
son of Mrs. T. J. Peveto Sr. of 
Oglesby, arrived for duty at 
Carswell Air Force Base in 
Fort Worth. He had previ-
ously served at Clark Air Base 
in the Philippines. He was a 
1948 graduate of Gatesville 
High School.

Ronnie Sullins of Oglesby, 
a junior at Tarleton State Col-
lege in Stephenville, had been 
named to “Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Univer-
sities and Colleges” for 1971. 
Sullins was a 1969 graduate 
of Oglesby High School.

Mrs. Roger (Jo Ann) Bar-
nett displayed an 8-point 
rack and head of a buck deer 
she bagged on opening day 
of deer season, on the Jack 
Saunders place near Pidcoke. 
She repeated the perfor-
mance on the same day by 
bringing down a handsome 
9-pointer.

The new president of the 
Gatesville High School Ex-
Students Association was Bob 
Boyd, local mortician. Bobby 
Jones was vice president for 
1971-72 and Mrs. Catherine 
Healer was re-elected secre-
tary.

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

A towel worked pretty well.
If Mom got mad about you 

stealing one of her bath tow-
els, then a folded sheet was 
good, or even an old shower 
curtain. Superheroes never 
worried about the fabric of 
their capes, and you didn’t, 
either. As long as kid-you 
could leap and climb and 
fight crime, you were happy. 
Even better: having “Ameri-
can Comics: A History” by 
Jeremy Dauber in your hands 
today.

Though, in a way, the his-
tory of American comics 
started with Egyptian hiero-
glyphics, you can also easily 
state that political cartoons 
were really this nation’s first 
cartoons. By 1827, comics 
without words, or the “pic-
ture-story,” was recognized 
as something valid that even 
semi-literate colonists could 
enjoy in books.

Early newspapers eventu-
ally found cartoons, or the 
other way around, but those 
first comics were meant for 
adults. Still, turn-of-the-last-
century children were savvy 
enough to understand the 
mischief of the Katzenjam-
mer Kids and soon, comics 
were beloved by the whole 
family as they held up a mir-
ror to what Americans were 
doing or dreaming about. 
That included conquering 
the Great Depression and the 
Fuhrer: by 1939, fourteen 
new superheroes had ap-
peared in the nation’s comic 
books.

American GIs were vora-
cious consumers of comics 
during World War II, as Sad 
Sack and Dick Tracy joined 
Barney Google in the service 
and Daddy Warbucks became 
a three-star general. Comic 
book publishers also joined 
the War Effort when forced 
to use just a single staple to 

Righteous Roots is in the 
process of preparing for the 
upcoming Christmas season.

This year, they plan to bless 
10 to 12 single mothers with 
some giveaways at a special 
event planned for December.

They are asking the public 
to consider picking up a gift 
or two and donating them 
to their cause. There will be 
no limit on gifts that can be 
donated including towel sets, 
picture frames, sound bars, 

Gatesville Police Officers 
are once again taking on a 
new look this November. 
Their absence of shaving will 
be used for a good cause.

They have laid down their 
razors to raise both aware-
ness and donations for the 
Gatesville Area Food for Fam-
ilies Drive, which will be held 
Nov. 19.

Participating officers pay 
a fee for the opportunity to 
forgo the razor during the 

Come meet your new 

best friend!

FOR INFO: 254-865-2226

We have many loving dogs who 

need a family to love them back.

Whatever happened to…
energy to work at the Care 
Center. Although limited to 
only a brief time each Mon-
day morning, center director 
Deral McWhorter reported 
the students could box 38 
boxes of food in a mere 38 
minutes.

Officers of the Coryell 
County Genealogical Society 
were being installed. The of-
ficers included Ginger Doss-
man, Lalla Rookh Ward, Nell 
Yates, Carol Smith, Charles 
Reeve, Beth Hodges, Bobby 
Hodges,  Luzane Curry, and 
Faye Nichols.

L.J. and Anetta Nichols 
were celebrating their 50th 
wedding anniversary at the 
Belton Lake Outdoor Recre-
ation Area (BLORA) hide-
away pavilion overlooking 
Lake Belton. L.J. Nichols and 
the former Anetta Renfrew 
were married Nov. 7, 1951, in 
Chickasha, OK with Elder D. 
Ramsey officiating.

Kutter Jack Saunders cele-
brated his first birthday with 
a “Winnie the Pooh” birthday 
party. The honoree is the son 
of Mike and Crystal Saunders 
of Gatesville and the grand-
son of James and Chery Har-
ris of Jasper and Stanley and 
Rhonda Williams and David 
and Shauna Saunders.

Joe Frank Holder proudly 
displayed an eight-point buck 
he killed on the Jack David-
son ranch near Pecan Grove. 
The buck was shot with a 
.243 from approximately 50 
yards.

Gatesville Masonic Lodge 
197 recently completed their 
most successful coat drive 
since the program started. 
Members raised enough mon-
ey to purchase more than 20 
children’s coats to be distrib-
uted through the Care Center.

THIRTY YEARS AGO
(1991)

Dr. Stephen Norris, surgeon 
at Coryell Memorial Hospital, 
was elected to the board of 
trustees of the University of 
Mary Hardin-Baylor in Belton 
during the annual meeting of 
the 2.5 million-member of the 
Baptist General Convention 
of Texas in Waco.

Winners of The Gatesville 
Messenger’s Holiday Reci-
pe contest were: Lourenia 
Young, $65 HEB gift certifi-
cate; Lottie McDonald, $35 
Wal Mart gift certificate; and 
Jo Ann Carothers, $35 Thrift-

Reserve your Christmas Greeting today! 
Call Bailey at 254-865-5212

Gatesville Police 
Department 
participates in ‘No 
Shave November’

month of November.
The public is also encour-

aged to sponsor an officer’s 
beard by making a monetary 
donation at the Gatesville 
Police Department located at 
200 N. 8th Street.

The officer sporting the 
most “profitable” beard will 
be allowed to keep his beard 
until January 1. All proceeds 
collected will be donated to 
the Gatesville Care Center via 
the Food for Families Drive.

Righteous Roots 
asks for Christmas 
gift donations for 
single mothers

televisions, gift cards, and 
other items.

Righteous Roots hopes to 
make this a special Christ-
mas these mothers will never 
forget. Gifts can be dropped 
off at their office located at 
503 E. Main Street, Tuesday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. Gifts can also be 
shipped to: Righteous Roots, 
462 CR 327, Gatesville, TX, 
76528.

BOOK REVIEW

Easy escape, nostalgic trip 
back with ‘American Comics’ 

keep their product to-
gether, something a su-
perhero surely could’ve 
helped do.

WWII comic lovers 
returned home to some 
controversy: shortly af-
ter the wars’ end, comic 
books were said to con-
tribute to juvenile delin-
quency.

The 1950s saw the 
heyday of horror com-
ics and satire magazines 
that were not necessar-
ily meant for consump-
tion by children. Racism 
and sexism had always 
existed in comic books, 
but the 1960s saw a rise 

Annie, Captain America, Sad 
Sack, Archie, and Wee Pals, 
and we can see how American 
opinions changed according 
to our favorite funny pages. 
That makes this book perfect 
for comic book collectors, un-
usual-history buffs, and any-
one who thought they were 
wasting time all day when 
(ha!) they were just reading 
comic books.

Dear Mom: We forgive you 
for throwing out all our com-
ic books so long ago. We’d 
rather have them back, but 
this book is a warm reminder 
of them. For sure, “American 
Comics” is a great es-cape.

“American Comics: A His-
tory” by Jeremy Dauber

c.2021, WW. Norton $35.00 
/ $47.00 Canada 592 pages

in strips by African American 
artists and more comic books 
with a feminist angle. And 
by the 1970s, comics had 
become “comix” and nearly 
everything changed...

Once upon a time, you had 
piles of comic books. Well-
loved, well-thumbed-through, 
you even read the ads on the 
back, didn’t you? Yeah, and 
with plenty of nostalgia and 
cultural touch points, “Amer-
ican Comics” will remind 
you of those rainy Satur-
days spent fighting pixelated 
crime in POWs, BAMs, and 
WHAMs.

But here’s the thing: author 
Jeremy Dauber never lets 
readers forget that comic 
book history is inseparably 
American history. We can 
trace this country’s past al-
most entirely through comics 
like Krazy Kat, Lil’ Orphan 
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MAKE SURE TO SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES WHO HELP SPONSOR THIS PAGE:

KYLE
MATTHEWS
Coryell County 
Commissioner

PRECINCT 1

Jennifer Newton
Coryell County Clerk

RAY ASHBY
Coryell County Commissioner

PRECINCT 4

RandiRandi

McFarlinMcFarlin
Coryell County 

Treasurer

2105 East Main St., Gatesville

Office 865-8954 | Cell 216-9599

Lute Sullins, Owner/Broker

Delivery 

Available!

254-865-2417

2513 S. State TX 36 • Gatesville, TX 76528

Medication 

Compounding 

Available

2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Gatesville, TX 76528254-865-6900

• Lawn & Garden • Tools

• Paint • Plumbing 

• Electrical • Outdoor Living

• Much More

Roger 

Miller
Coryell County Judge

Grib’s Construction
2000 Violet Lane

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171
108 S. 6th St. Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-2615

www.eairdsfurniture.com

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master License No. M-42617

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

XX Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

EXEX

JONESBORO

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT

Home of the Eagles
254-865-5212 • www.gatesvillemessenger.com

GATESVILLE INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

OGLESBY
Independent School District

“Always putting you first”
GATESVILLE: 3411 E. Main Street

254-865-2783

115 S. Memory Lane

EVANT
254-471-5531

117 Texas 1996

OGLESBY
254-470-2261

Jonesboro Eagles (11-0) vs No. 1 state-ranked May Tigers (11-0)

in the second round of the Class 1A, Division I Playoffs

Thursday, November 18 in Dublin

(Top row) Demarcus Acoff, Dakota Riley, Caleb Christel, Jimmy Lee Whatley, 
Jaden Dome, Ian Shoaf, Tyler Wilson, Jacob Cisneros and Manuel Torres. 
(Bottom row) Zach Chapman, Cooper Blanchard, Garrett Young and Nat 
Hilliker. This is Jonesboro’s 12th year in a row in the six-man playoffs.

Oglesby Tigers (9-2) vs Richland Springs Coyotes (8-1)

Area Round Class 1A, Division II Matchup 

7 p.m. Friday, November 19 at Comanche

(Back row) Ian Philip, Cash Lee, Jorge Gonzalez,  Matthew Castillo, Rain 
Chapman. (Middle row)  Aiden Deskins, Kyler Fossett, Cash McCown, Aydan 
Anderson, Brodie Fisher, Ronaldo Gonzales, Tanner Brinkley,  Landon Rob-
inson.  Kneeling, Jakson Tippitt, Hunter Ewing, Hunter Walter, Johnny Go-
mez, Joel Rodriguez,  Alex Castillo and Blake Thompson.

GATESVILLE HORNETS – BI-DISTRICT QUALIFIERS

Lost 35-0 to No. 1 state-ranked Carthage in Bi-district Round

2 Banner Allman, 3 Ashtyn Culley, 4 Hayden Mooney, 5 Lawson Mooney, 
6 Carson Brizendine, 7 Wesley Brown, 8 Kyle Shafer, 9 Mason Mooney, 10 
Bradyn Culley, 11 Logan Edwards, 12 Jason Herbelin, 13 Jovan Hall, 14 Luis 
Macias, 15 Jacob Baker, 17 Trevor Smith, 18 Cayden Mata, 19 Tykel John-
son, 21 Parker Allman, 22 Aydan Necessary, 30 Javon Hall, 32 Eric Wise, 
44 Thiele Alvarado, 49 Tyler Sutton, 50 Tatum Taylor, 51 Cody Attaway, 54 
Steven Bomar, 55 Brayden Minton, 56 Gabe Charles, 58 Zach Bryant, 60 John 
Pearson, 65 Cooper Sutton, 67 Kaylie Tippitt, 68 Zach Swindall, 72 Jaiden 
Gomez, 73 DD Nunn, 74 Lucas Garcia, 77 Ryan Smiley, 79 Evan Hanson

GOOD LUCK IN THE PLAYOFFS!

CONGRATULATIONS ON A GREAT SEASON, GATESVILLE!

He was positive that Santa 
had been in one of the pews. 
I scanned the pews in my 
mind’s eye, trying to “see” 
a man with a beard. Know-
ing where everyone always 
sits (like we have assigned 
pews which we don’t, but 
we are creatures of habit), 
and not one portly, bearded 
man came to mind. I decided 
that my child had a very ac-
tive imagination and that I 
would just acknowledge that 
he did see Santa in his own 
mind’s eye. This same thing 
happened a couple more 
Sundays, and I continued 
acknowledging that he really 
was seeing something that 
reminded him of Mr. Claus. 
About the same time this was 
happening, my child was sud-
denly “in the money.” First, 
he had a quarter in his sock 

drawer, then fifty cents, etc. I 
assumed one of his grandpar-
ents was giving him money 
as they were prone to do and 
never questioned it. Finally, 
one Sunday, my son intro-
duced me to Santa! Santa’s 
name was Glen Conner! He 
had been giving this sweet 
boy a quarter each Sunday 
morning, telling him it was 
from dear old Santa, and 
instructing him to use that 
money to buy his mama a 
Christmas present when he 
got enough. I cannot even 
type this without getting 
tears in my eyes! Now, Glen 
looked absolutely nothing 
like Santa. When I brought 
this to my child’s attention, 
he explained that Santa is 
magic and can look like any-
body he wants to. Yes, he can! 
Through the years, I would 

NEWS FROM PEARL

When Santa Claus visited church

BY BETSY CLARK

E
veryone I know is busy preparing for 

the holiday season right now which 

reminds me of a personal story that 

happened about 30 years ago when 

my own kiddos were about six and seven 

years old. We were leaving the service at 

Pearl Church of Christ one Sunday morning 

in November when one of my boys said that 

Santa Claus was at church that day. 

Betsy Clark

come home from the school 
where I taught and would 
find different things hanging 
on my back doorknob such 
as plums or garden produce. 
I knew they were from Glen. 
He surely was one of Santa’s 
helpers, and I will never for-
get the kindness of this Pearl 
Santa Claus! There’s no place 
like Pearl!

Please keep the families of 
Sue Gartman Little and Roger 
Barnett in your prayers. Mrs. 
Little passed away on Novem-
ber 6th, and Mr. Barnett on 
November 10th. Both have 
strong ties to Pearl, and we 
send our love to their family 
members and friends.

The next Pearl Bluegrass 
and Pearl Cottage Bookstore 
Day will be December 4th. 
Doors of the Pearl Communi-
ty Center open at 7 a.m., and 
the book cottage opens at 10 
a.m. The Bluegrass kitchen 
opens at 11 a.m. Full hookup 

RV parking is available on the 
Community Center grounds: 
20 Amps-$20 and 50 Amps is 
$25. Everyone is welcome!

The Pearl Cemetery As-
sociation is still accepting 
donations to build a pavilion 
to protect attendees from the 
often-harsh weather condi-
tions during interments and 
services. You may send a 
personal donation or a dona-
tion in memory of a loved one 
to Pearl Cemetery Associa-
tion, C/O Linda Ray, 1771 CR 
152, Purmela, TX 76566. If 
you have any questions, you 
can contact Linda at 254-865-
9282. Thank you in advance 
for your support!

The closing verse for this 
week comes from Ephesians 
4:31-32: Let all bitterness and 
wrath and anger and clamor 
and slander be put away from 
you, along with all malice. Be 
kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one anoth-
er, as God in Christ forgave 
you. ESV

To keep up with the lat-
est Pearl news online, you 
can go to the “Pearl Cottage 
Bookstore” Facebook page or 
the “Pearl Church of Christ” 
Facebook page. Or you can 
contact me at betsyclark47@
yahoo.com for more informa-
tion or to submit any Pearl 
news that you might have.

The USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) reminds pro-
ducers to review available 
USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal 
crop insurance and Nonin-
sured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) cover-
age.

Federal crop insurance cov-
ers crop losses from natural 
adversities such as drought, 
hail and excessive mois-
ture. NAP covers losses from 
natural disasters on crops for 
which no permanent federal 
crop insurance program is 
available, including peren-
nial grass forage and graz-
ing crops, fruits, vegetables, 
mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aqua-
culture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops.

The deadline to purchase a 
NAP policy for 2022 grasses 
and mixed forages for haying 
and grazing is Dec. 1.

USDA has partnered with 
Michigan State University 
and the University of Illinois 
to create an online tool at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that 
allows producers to deter-
mine whether their crops are 
eligible for federal crop insur-
ance or NAP and to explore 
the best level of protection 
for their operation. NAP basic 

Coryell County producers 
urged to consider risk 
protection coverage

coverage is available at 55 
percent of the average mar-
ket price for crop losses that 
exceed 50 percent of expect-
ed production, with higher 
levels of coverage, up to 65 
percent of their expected pro-
duction at 100 percent of the 
average market price avail-
able, including coverage for 
organics and crops marketed 
directly to consumers. Crops 
intended for grazing are not 
eligible for additional NAP 
coverage.

Federal crop insurance cov-
erage is sold and delivered 
solely through private insur-
ance agents. Agent lists are 
available at all USDA Service 
Centers or at USDA’s online 
Agent Locator: http://prod-
webnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/
AgentLocator/#. Producers 
can use the USDA Cost Esti-
mator, https://ewebapp.rma.
usda.gov/apps/costestima-
tor/Default.aspx, to predict 
insurance premium costs.

For more information on 
NAP, service fees, premiums 
and sales deadlines, contact 
the Coryell County FSA office 
at 254-865-7012 or visit the 
web at www.fsa.usda.gov/
nap.
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Public Notices

072

Houses for Sale

015

Farm & Ranch

Approximately 60 round bales 
of Coastal with some Johnson, 
no weeds, $50 each. Call 254-
865-5763. 
00028936

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00028902

037

Help Wanted

Help wanted at Whitt Build-
ing Supplies loading custom-
ers’ orders, unloading supply 
trucks, pulling orders, etc. Po-
sition requires valid driver’s 
license and heavy lifting of 
construction supplies such as 
metal, fencing and culverts. 
Apply in person at 1411 N. 
Hwy. 36. 
00028879

All positions available at 
meat processing plant. Apply 
in person at Hamilton Quality 
Meats, 1205 S. Rice, Hamil-
ton, TX. For more info., call 
254-386-4646. 
00028896

Now Hiring a General Man-
ager
The Middle Trinity Ground-
water Conservation District 
(District) is a  Groundwater 
Conservation District with 
jurisdictional area including 
Bosque, Comanche, Cory-
ell, and Erath counties. The 
General Manager (GM) of the 
District functions as the chief 
operating of cer responsible 
for managing all District op-
erations to serve the District’s 
mission of conserving, pro-
tecting, preserving, and en-
hancing the aquifers within 
the District. The primary ar-
eas of responsibility include: 
programmatic planning and 
administration; stakeholder 
relations and regional plan-
ning; staff management and 
development; and  nancial 
administration. Interested 
candidates, please go to our 
website www.middletrini-
tygcd.org for job details and 
application process.
00028910

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!
 Experienced Shingle Roofers 
to work on North Fort Hood 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSI-
CAL and BACKGROUND 
CHECK TO OBTAIN AC-
CESS TO MILITARY BAS-
ES. CONTACT JOHNSON 
ROOFING AT 254-662-5571 
OR VIA EMAIL LFULLER@
JROOF.COM
00028895

045

Services

Central Texas Landscaping 
& Services, LLC

Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00028609

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00028875

Ashley’s Landscaping & 
Services:

Mowing, Landscaping, 
Tree Trimming, Leaf 
Cleanup, Handyman 

Services, Holiday Decorat-
ing, Christmas Light 

Installation. 
254-239-8842

John 3:16
Like us on Facebook

00028931

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and 
Commercial

Complete Re-Roofs and 
Repairs

Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900

00028131

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367.
00028897

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial and 

Residential
Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00028898

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00028899

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00028900

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00028901

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00028903

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00028905

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 
Tree trimming, lot

 clearing, 
stump and brush

 removal. 
254-563-3535 

www.yoseftreeservice.com
00028918

060

Garage Sale

Dollar Sale Tues., 11/16 - Sat., 
11/20! Boys & Girls Club Re-
sale Shop, 1706 E. Main.  
00028886

3-family Nov. 20, 8am-4pm, 
7010 FM 932, downtown Ire-
land. 2-story house, antique 
mantle, buffet, hall tree, rock-
er, headboards, tables, clocks, 
lamps, metal, primatives & 
more. 
00028935

070

Land & Lots

I BUY HOUSES, LOTS 
AND ACREAGE.
CASH OFFERS, 

ANY CONDITION.
254-644-3090

00028132

078

Apartments

1BR, 1BA apartment, 2520 
Osage Rd. Only one avail-
able. $600/mo. See pictures 
on Facebook’s Coryell Coun-
ty Real Estate page. Please 
call 713-298-9368 for infor-
mation/application. 
00028932

099

Public Notices

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for 
a Beer and Wine Retailer’s 
Permit by Acoustic Courtyard 
LLC, DBA The Thirsty Elk 
to be located at 162 S HWY 
281 Coryell County, Evant, 
TX. Owner of LLC is Clint 
Janisch 
00028919

NOTICE OF UNIT AUC-
TION
Notice is hereby given by 
Gatesville Storage of the sale 
of contents, by public auction, 
of the following units, pursu-
ant to the assertion of a man-
ager’s possessory lien against 
them, in order to collect the 
amounts due on them:

TENANT              UNIT
Alves, Phillip        D10
Whigham, Cody    D16
Fletcher, Bettye     B02
Kennedy, Nikki     A09
Keown, Vicki        A16
Powell, Ann          A20
Powell, Ashley      D05

The auction will be held at 
9:00 am., Saturday, Novem-
ber 20, 2021, (weather permit-
ting), at Gatesville Storage, 
2215 E. Main St., Gatesville, 
Texas.

Terms: Cash 
00028926

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Ronald Ray 
Fitzrandolph Jr., Deceased, 
were issued on November 10, 
2021,  in Cause No. 21-10548, 
pending in the County Court at 
Law of Coryell County, Tex-
as, to: Susan Fitzrandolph.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr.
       Attorney at Law
       109 S. 7th Street
       Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 10th day of No-
vember, 2021.

Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney for Susan Fitzran-
dolph
State Bar No.:  16058500
109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas  76528
Telephone:  (254) 865-8475
Facsimile:  (254) 865-5274
E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.
com 
00028933

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamen-
tary for the Estate of Coleta 
Dean Brown, Deceased, were 
issued on July 14, 2021,  in 
Cause No. 21-10453, pending 
in the County Court at Law 
of Coryell County, Texas, to: 
Debra Conlin.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr.
       Attorney at Law
       109 S. 7th Street
       Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 5th day of No-
vember, 2021.

Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney for Debra Conlin
State Bar No.:  16058500
109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas  76528
Telephone:  (254) 865-8475
Facsimile:  (254) 865-5274
E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.
com 
00028934
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110 Chicktown Rd.

RN Unit Manager: FT � RN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and 
Nursing
**LVN FT & PRN: All Shifts for Charge Nurse and Nursing $10,000.00 FT 

**CNA/NA: FT

**CMA/CNA: FT - 

**Full Time Sign On Bonus Offered

Bene s Offered:
Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

   Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.
EOE

Please go to our website: or ell e l org for summary of posted jobs.
If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality
team; apply in person or download an application from our web site:

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Assisted/Independent Living: **CNA – FT, Days and nights $4,000.00 FT sign 
on bonus 1-year commitment
Cardiopulmonary:  RRT or CRT FT Nights and PRN Days
Coryell Health Medical Clinic: LVN FT M-F 8a to 5p � CCMA FT M-F 8a to 5p
Coryell Health Home Health: RN Case Manager – FT � PCA PRN - for Gatesville, 
Evant and Copperas Cove 
Culinary: 
Washer - FT
EMS:  **Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – FT sign on bonus of $8000.00 � **EMT P 
Clinical Manager - FT sign on bonus of $8000.00 � **EMT B – PRN or FT sign on bonus 
of $4000.00 
ICU: **RN – FT Days & Nights $25,000.00 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment
Laboratory: Medical Lab Tech – FT Night Shift, 3p to 3a or Days - Wed. Thur. & Fri.
Material Management: Housekeeper – FT
Med Surg: **RN – FT/PRN Days & Nights $20,000.00 FT sign on bonus 1-year 
commitment
� LVN- FT/PRN Days & Nights $10,000.00 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment 
� CNA – FT Days and Nights $4,000.00 FT sign on bonus 1-year commitment 
Patient Experience:  LSW – Care Transition Coordinator – PRN
Radiology: CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological Technologist – PRN � Cath Lab Tech - PRN
Surgery:  Cert Central Sterile Tech - PRN  

**FULL TIME SIGN ON BONUS OFFERED** 
Bene  Offered:

� Competitive compensation � Paid Vacation & Sick Leave � Matching 457B investments
� Tuition Reimbursement � Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances

EOE.
Please go to: www.CoryellHealth.org for summary of posted jobs. 

f  e  re  de  e e n  e e nd n   e r  f   
e   n er n r d n d n n fr  e e  e

E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.
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Download today in the Apple store or Google Play to find 
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Every 100th person to sign up will receive 
$25 gift card.
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OGLESBY TIGERS

Kyler Fossett

9 carries for 75 yards

GATESVILLE HORNETS

Parker Allman

Interception

EVANT ELKS

Season ended

“Always putting you first”

3411 E. Main St.
Gatesville

254-865-2783

115 S. Memory Ln.
Evant

254-471-5531

117 FM 1996
Oglesby

254-470-2261
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Gatesville, TX
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     JONESBORO EAGLES

Jaden Domel

17 tackles

Leopards outpace Hornets in basketball lid-lifter
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

The Lorena Leopards 
handed the Gatesville Hor-
nets a 59-34 loss in their sea-
son-opening basketball game 
at Gatesville Saturday.

Lorena jumped out to an 
early 5-0 lead and led 14-4 
just six minutes into the 
game.

Lorena led 17-6 after the 
first quarter and built the 
margin to 32-18 at half. The 
Leopards outscored the 
Hornets 27-16 in the second 
half.

The Hornets’ top scorer 
in the game was Tyler Shea 
with 17 points. Carter Wil-
liams added five points.

“We had really good effort, 
and (I am) proud at the way 
they competed,’’ Gatesville 
coach Brit Campbell said. 
“It’s always tough to play 
a game with the transition 
from football being so sud-
den. Lorena is always a tough 
game, with how hard they 
play and how good they are 

on defense, especially when 
some of our guys have been 
on the football field and not 
in the gym, and they are a re-
ally tough team for the first 
game of the season. This 
group is only going to im-
prove and I’m excited to see 
their growth.’’

The Hornets are on the 
road for two games this 
week at Rogers (Tuesday) 
and Jarrell (Friday).
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Trae Miller lobs the ball to a 
Hornet teammate in Gatesville’s 
season-opening basketball 
game against the Lorena Leop-
ards on Nov. 13.

New artificial reefs, habitat structures installed at Lake Belton
BELTON – Anglers have more spots to 

search for the perfect catch at Lake Belton 
thanks to some recently installed artifi-
cial reefs and habitat structures. The Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Waco 
and Forth Worth Inland Fisheries Districts 
partnered with multiple organizations and 
volunteers to complete the project which will 
significantly enhance the fishery.

“We were very excited when the opportuni-
ty arose to partner with Texas B.A.S.S. Nation 
and our local bass clubs to enhance the fish-
ery at Lake Belton,” said John Tibbs, Inland 
Fisheries Waco District Supervisor.  “Thanks 
to support from our partners, this project 
became a reality and anglers will benefit 
from these improvements for many years to 
come.”

The design of the project called for four 
large artificial reefs and was one of the larg-
est collaborative projects the Waco Inland 
Fisheries District has done to date. Numer-
ous partners and contributors supported 
TPWD to make this initiative possible. Texas 
B.A.S.S Nation, Tincup Whiskey, Texas An-
glers Bass Club and Centex Bass Hunters 
volunteers, Baylor University student volun-
teers, Brazos River Authority, U.S. Army Corp 

of Engineers, Mossback Fish Habitat, and 
Quality Brick Works.

Artificial reefs provide cover for bass, cat-
fish, crappie and other species. Lake Belton 
is a popular spot for anglers in Central Texas 
and this project is part of an overall plan to 
improve the fishery. Most of the shoreline 
provides very steep, rocky fish habitat. Ma-
jestic tall bluffs and long rocky points are 
most common, although sand and mud flats 
can be found up the Leon River and Cow-
house Creek arms. The lake has little aquatic 
vegetation and timber is limited in many 
areas, so these new reefs are a welcome ad-
dition.

Texas B.A.S.S. Nation Conservation Direc-
tor Dave Terre, who recently retired from 
TPWD after 35 years of service, said they 
were blessed with a grant from Tincup Whis-
key and reached out to TPWD to support this 
project.

“When this grant came in, my first thought 
was to do a habitat project on a reservoir that 
needed it,” said Terre. “We met as an orga-
nization and decided that Belton Lake was 
a place where we would love to do a project 
like this. The first phone call I made was to 
John Tibbs, TPWD Inland Fisheries Waco Dis-

trict supervisor. I worked with John for many 
years at TPWD and knew he would be excited 
to partner with us on this project. The Brazos 
River Authority had also reached out to John 
with some funds to partner on this type of 
a project and it all came together for Belton 
Lake.”

Texas B.A.S.S. Nation is made up of affili-
ated bass clubs across the state in multiple 
regions and Lake Belton falls into the North-
central Region. The organization worked 
with several of its clubs to select habitat de-
ployment sites and provide the labor, in part-
nership with TPWD on this project.

“I think what this project shows is a way 
that anglers can partner with a state agency 
and private business to improve habitat for 
fish and make fishing better for anglers,” 
added Terre. “This project is a shining ex-
ample, and we hope to continue helping with 
more of these type initiatives into the future. 
We can be so much more effective on restor-
ing degrading fish habitats in our reservoirs 
if we work together in partnership with the 
state’s anglers to get the work done.”

TPWD constructed and placed Georgia 
cubes which are a 4’x4’x4’ frame of 1 ½” 
schedule 40 pvc with 100’ of flexible black 

perforated pvc drainage pipe contained 
within. The project team also assembled 
and placed 60 Mossback “Trophy Trees,” 24 
Mossback “Safe Havens,” and 2 Mossback 
“Conservation Cubes.” A total of four fish 
reefs were created, three of which consisted 
of six Georgia cubes, 15 Trophy Trees, and 
six Safe Havens. The other reef was made up 
of five Georgia cubes, 15 Trophy Trees, six 
Safe Havens, and two conservation Cubes.

With the new structures in place, TPWD bi-
ologists followed up to see the early results. 
The evaluation used sonar and discovered 
that fish were using the structures less than 
two weeks after installation.

Coordinates for these new spots are:
Reef 1: N 31.14600, W -97.51780
Reef 2: N 31.14142, W -97.50919
Reef 3: N 31.14196, W -97.50539
Reef 4: N 31.14517, W -97.48168
These new habitat structures along with 

existing structures on other lakes are public-
ly available online. Anglers can punch these 
coordinates into their GPS or download the 
coordinates for use in GPS devices.

Anglers can learn more about fishing in 
the state of Texas through the TPWD fishing 
website.
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Gatesville basketball coach Brit Campbell motions during the Hornets’ season-opener against the Lorena Leopards on Nov. 13.
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Basketball season begins
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Tyler Shea looks for a teammate to pass the ball to in Gatesville’s season-opener against the Lorena 
Leopards. The Hornets suffered a loss in the game. For more on the game, see the story on Page A9. After 
a road game  at Rogers on Tuesday, the Hornets will travel to Jarrell for a contest on Friday night. 
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Tigers trip Trojans in bi-district battle
BY MARK GOODSON
STAFF WRITER

Oglesby High School soph-
omore running back Johnny 
Gomez said the harder 
someone hits him the better 
he likes it.

Gomez came up with some 
big runs Thursday as the 
Tigers, the champions of 
District 14-A, Div. II, played 
some hard-hitting football 
to claim a 48-30 bi-district 
win over the Calvert Trojans 
Thursday in Oglesby.

“I like it when the game 
gets going like that,’’ Gomez 
said after carrying the ball 16 
times for 177 yards and four 
touchdowns. His longest run 
was 43 yards.

Oglesby will take on the 
8-1 Richland Springs Coyotes 
in the area playoff round. 
Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 19 at the high 
school field in Comanche.

The Tigers improved to 9-2 
on the season with their vic-
tory at home Thursday.

“My kids played hard,’’ 
Oglesby coach Jeb Dixon 
said. “Defensively, we played 
great other than a couple 
jump balls. The kids did a re-
ally good job.’’

Gomez’s 43-yard run in the 
second quarter helped the 
Tigers reclaim the momen-
tum for good.

The Tigers’ night started 
with a score from 25 yards 
by Blake Thompson on just 

the second play from scrim-
mage. It looked like a blow-
out early.

Calvert hit with two scores 
including a scoop and score 
of 55 yards to battle back.

Oglesby had four fumbles 
in the contest.

“I thought we were the 
most physical team which 
helped set the tone. We had 
too many turnovers and we 
will clean that up,’’ Dixon 
said. “Their athleticism hurt 
us, jumping gaps and firing 
off the ball.

Oglesby led 32-18 at half-

time and went on to secure 
the victory with a 42-yard 
run by Gomez and a 10-
yard touchdown strike from 
Thompson to Hunter Ewing.

Ewing snagged the pass in 
the corner of the end zone 
for his first touchdown of his 
high school career with 7:18 
left in the game.

“it was a perfect dime. 
Right in there,’’ said Ewing, a 
freshman.

The completion was the 
only one in six attempts be-
tween Thompson and Brodie 
Fisher.

Thompson finished with 
17 carries for 109 yards. Go-
mez and Kyler Fossett were 
the other big threats.

Fossett finished with nine 
carries for 75 yards.

Tackle leaders were 

Thompson with seven and  
Matthew Castillo with six.

Cash Lee, Fisher, Jakson 
Tippit and Fossett had four 
tackles each.

”We have a Goliath this 
week and their number of 

state titles speaks for itself,’’ 
Dixon said. “We will have to 
be very physical and funda-
mental. We need to win the 
turnover battle and be very 
sound. I love my team.’’

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Senior Blake Thompson breaks free for a big gain in Oglesby’s victory over Calvert.
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Johnny Gomez, a sophomore, ran for 177 yards and 4 touchdowns.

Jonesboro blasts Leakey to 
set up big showdown

BY MARK GOODSON
STAFF WRITER

Jonesboro High School’s 
players put in a lot of work 
to get to their anticipated 
football showdown with 
the May Tigers this week.

The date has been circled 
on the Eagles’ calendar for 
a year. 

The battle of unbeatens 
in the six-man, Division I 
ranks is scheduled to have 
a 6 p.m. kickoff on Thurs-
day, Nov. 18 in Dublin.

Both teams come into 
the game at 11-0. They 
met in the second round of 
the playoffs a year ago in 
Dublin.

This year, they have two 
common opponents.

Jonesboro shut out 
Blum, 45-0, and May 
trounced Blum, 77-14.

Against Evant, the Eagles 
rolled 70-8 in district. May 
beat Evant, 63-6.

Against the Leakey 
Eagles in last Thursday’s 
opening-round bi-district 
playoff clash, the Eagles 
put up 12 touchdowns in 
a 90-40 blowout victory in 
the first game of a twinbill 
at Fredericksburg’s Battlin’ 
Billie Stadium.

The veteran players who 
have led the way are Caleb 
Christel, Ian Shoaf, Jacob 
Cisneros, Nat Hilliker and 
Manny Torres.

“They’ve had a lot of 
varsity reps. Been in a lot 
of big games,’’ Jonesboro 
coach Eddie Gallegos said. 

“We expect them to set the 
tone.’’ 

Christel and teammates 
Shoaf, Torres and Cisne-
ros shared the big plays in 
the running game against 
Leakey.

Junior Christel had three 
touchdown runs, with 12 
carries for 80 yards over-
all. Shoaf had 11 carries 
for 101 yards and three 
TDs.

Torres scored twice and 
finished with eight carries 
for 73 yards.

Cisneros finished with 
10 carries for 68 yards. 
Jaden Domel had two car-
ries for 19 yards.

The team combined for 
five completions in seven 
attempts passing.

Christel was two of three 
for 33 yards and one score.

Garrett Young was per-
fect in two attempts and 
one score for 44 total 
yards.

Cisneros was one for two 
and a 28-yard scoring pass 
to Zach Chapman.

Others with big catches 

were by Nat Hilliker with a 
25-yard TD, and DeMarcus 
Acoff two catches for 44 
yards and a score. Layton 
Blanchard caught one pass 
for eight yards.

They had several big 
plays on defense.

Shoaf had a fumble re-
turn for a score, a pass 
breakup and 10 tackles.

Other defensive leaders 
were:

Domel- 17 tackles, one 
forced fumble

Hilliker- nine tackles, one 
pass breakup

Chapman- eight tackles, 
two fumble recoveries

Christel- eight tackles, 
one forced fumble

Cisneros- seven tackles
Acoff- six tackles, one 

forced fumble
Young- three tackles
Torres- two tackles
THE SEASON
Jonesboro (11-0)
Jonesboro 67, Coolidge 

26
Jonesboro 47, Perrin-

Whitt 0
Jonesboro 58, Johnson 

County Sports Associa-
tion 8

Jonesboro 45, Blum 0
Jonesboro 64, Saint Jo 50
Jonesboro 70, Turkey 

Valley 26
Jonesboro  56, Greenville 

Christian 6
Jonesboro 70, Evant 8
Jonesboro 59, Zephyr 0
Jonesboro 62, Lometa 14
Playoffs
Bi-district
Jonesboro 90, Leakey 40

Ian Shoaf

In Class 4A playoffs, Hornets learn from Carthage battle
BY MARK GOODSON

STAFF WRITER

Friday’s season-ending clash with The 
Carthage Bulldogs served as a learning 
experience for the Gatesville Hornets foot-
ball program.

The Hornets went toe to toe with the 
state’s No. 1 team in Class 4A, Div. II and 
came away feeling good about the expe-
rience despite a 35-0 score Friday in the 
bi-district playoff matchup at Athens High 
School.

“I am proud of our kids and how they 
competed Friday night,’’ Gatesville coach 
Luke Howard said. “Our defense played 
well and got after them. I thought it was 
great experience for our program to be in 
that environment. To see we could make 

plays against the No. 1 team in the state.’’
Carthage recorded its fourth shutout of 

the season and limited the Hornets to 122 
yards while rolling up 296 yards in total 
offense.

Parker Allman had an interception for 

the Hornets and Hayden Mooney led the 
team in tackles, with six.

Carthage scored two first-quarter touch-
downs and led 21-0 at halftime. The Bull-
dogs had a 3-yard run for the first score at 
the 8:29 mark of the quarter. Six minutes 
later the Bulldogs scored on a 59-yard pass 
to go up 14-0.

Both teams were scoreless in the third 
quarter.

Carthage added two fourth-quarter 
scores.

Hornets’ quarterback Wesley Brown, the 
season rushing leader for the Hornets, 
finished the game with 16 carries for mi-
nus-14 yards.

Bradyn Culley had eight carries for 24 
yards to lead in the game. Cayden Mata 
added two carries for 10 yards.

Brown was eight of 28 passing for 105 
yards.

Brown’s receiving leaders were juniors 
Trevor Smith with three for 83 yards and 
Tyler Shea with one for eight yards.

Carthage was 14 of 29 passing for 
204 yards with three touchdown strikes 
through the air.

“This team battled all year,’’ Howard 
said. “Cannot say enough about their ef-
fort and fight. Super proud of all they ac-
complished. We have some major holes to 
fill this offseason. 

“I am looking forward to see our young 
guys develop and become guys we can 
count on Friday nights.’’

Gatesville punted nine times for a 42-
yard average  while forcing Carthage to 
punt once for 29 yards.


