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QUESTION  
& ANSWER CORNER
Q: When does the kids trick-or-
treat when Halloween falls on a 
Sunday?

A: The City of Gatesville does not 
have a designated day for trick-
or-treating. While the Boozaar 
will take place on Saturday, Oct. 
30, children are permitted to 
trick-or-treat either Saturday or 
Sunday night.

HEROIC HEART
Hannah Gustin overcomes challenges to excel

Volunteers making a difference with animal issues

GISD  
approves 
purchase 
of bus
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Staff Writer

Working to make sure the Gates-
ville Independent School District 
avoids having to replace multiple 
buses at the same time and doesn’t 
get hit with an overwhelming finan-
cial burden all at once, district lead-
ers approved the purchase of a new 
bus on Oct. 18 as part of the GISD 
fleet replacement plan.

Kristopher Raney, transportation 
director for GISD, said the district 
received a price quote from Long-
horn Bus Sales of Houston for a 
71-passenger bus for $107,353.

“That’s about $12,000 more than 
(the price) was last year,” Raney 
said. “Rising costs following the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, which affected 
both labor and supply, contributed 
to that increase.’’

Raney said that replacing older 

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Staff Writer

Gatesville’s Animal Control De-
partment and animal shelter – a 
division of the Gatesville Police 
Department — have come a long 
way in just a few years, and several 
community members are working 
together to help accomplish even 
more.

With limited space, the shelter 
only has space for about 24 dogs at 
any one time. That number fluctu-
ates based on the size of the dogs 
and whether more than one can be 
kept in a kennel. Efforts are under-
way to raise money to build a new 
shelter facility. The current shelter 

is on private property, which some-
times limits public access.

Despite the limitations, animal 
control officers Jason Holt and 
Frankie Miller have worked with a 
strong cadre of volunteers, includ-
ing Brandi Hipp and Jamie New-
man, to make a big difference in 
rescuing animals and helping them 
get the care they need, along with 
adoption opportunities.

“The number of animals we have 
at any one time goes up and down,” 
Holt said, adding that eight puppies 
from the Gatesville facility were 
recently placed with pet rescue op-
erations.

“You think, ‘sweet, we found 
places for eight dogs,’ but then the 

next day you might pick up four 
more and then two others the day 
after that. It fills up pretty fast.”

Holt credited the efforts of vol-
unteers with finding places both 
locally and outside the area to take 
and care for the dogs.

“That has made a tremendous 
difference,” he said. “We’ve had 
dogs placed with rescues as far 
away as Montana and Washington 
state. For little bitty ol’ Gatesville, 
that’s pretty good.”

Holt joined the Gatesville Police 
Department as animal control offi-
cer in January 2019 after serving in 
the Army as a tank crew member. 

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Staff Writer

Although many Gatesville 
residents are not aware of them, 
paying registration fees for pets 
or livestock could help save big 
bucks when it comes to fines.

“There are people I’ve talked 
to who have lived here their 

entire life and don’t know that 
we have a tag for pets that costs 
$2,” said Animal Control Of-
ficer Jason Holt. “After you get 
your pet vaccinated for rabies, 
you bring in the paperwork from 
the veterinarian and we enter 
that into our database.

Money can be saved on fees 
for pets and livestock

PLEASE SEE ANIMAL | A2

PLEASE SEE FEE | A2
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INSIDE

SUPERIOR RATING 
FOR GHS BAND

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Gatesville High School Marching 
Band received a superior rating at  
 regional competition. DIVERSIONS, B1

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Staff Writer

A 
rare genetic condition has changed 

the way Hannah Gustin inter-

acts with the world, but it has 

not stopped her from setting and 

achieving goals or living a life in which she 

strives to be a blessing to others.

When Hannah was born, doctors 
initially believed she had Down’s 
syndrome, but discovered later that 
she did not, said her mother, Ken-
dra Byrom, principal of Jonesboro 
School, where Hannah is a 14-year-
old freshman.

“She had seizures when she was 
little, and there are a lot of little 

COURTESY PHOTOS

AN IMPORTANT PART OF HER LIFE: Because of a rare genetic condition, Hannah Gustin could not compete in sports. Her grandmother thought working with ani-
mals would give her a worthwhile activity. Showing livestock has become an important part of Gustin’s life.

EARLY START:  
Hannah Gustin 
began showing 
animals at age 8. 
Hannah’s mother, 
Kendra, said “God 
definitely made 
Hannah unique.” 

PLEASE SEE HANNAH | A7
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That service included nine years at 
Fort Hood.

“A buddy saw a job listing for an-
imal control officer here, and I have 
been around animals all my life,” he 
said. After being hired, Holt set out 
to help transform the department, 
and worked with volunteers to save 
as many animals as possible.

He said he is also hoping to work 
with other groups to establish a 
program to help place service dogs 
with military veterans.

While dogs are a primary empha-
sis for the department, the shelter 
also is working to improve the lives 
of local cats.

“Gatesville has a large feral cat 
population,” Holt said. “We are 
working to spay or neuter them, 
and that keeps them from wander-
ing around as much, which keeps 
them from getting run over. We 
actually have a feral cat colony es-
tablished here in Gatesville, and are 
doing what we can to help them, 
too.”

Frankie Miller has worked as an an-
imal control officer for Gatesville for 
five years. She said she enjoys get-
ting to know people through her job, 
plus the opportunity to work with 
some amazing animals each day.

“It’s been a great job,” she said. 
“You really have an opportunity to 
make a positive impact on the com-
munity.”

Both officers credit Hipp and 
Newman with their efforts in help-
ing the department.

“They do such a great job as vol-
unteers,” Holt said. “They have re-
ally made an incredible difference 
with helping to place dogs, their 
donations and everything they do 
to give the animals a better chance. 
They have been such a huge help 

to us.”
Hipp said that in addition to be-

ing involved herself, she has gotten 
her daughter Zoe involved in sup-
porting the shelter as well.

“My husband came home one day 
and told me the animal shelter was 
full,” Hipp said. “My daughter (who 
was 4 at the time) and I visited with 
(Gatesville Police Chief) Nathan 
Gohlke and asked what we could 
do to help. We went to different 
places in town handing out flyers. 
Everyone we have worked with has 
gone above and beyond. People 
have come out of the woodwork so 
to speak to help.

“We have partnered with Aus-
tin Pets Alive, Operation Kindness, 
Texas Humane Heroes and several 
other organizations to help find 
a place for pets. Jamie Newman is 
another volunteer who has really 
done a lot to help. Her father is a 
veterinarian at the Bar N clinic. She 
heard what I was doing and wanted 
to get involved, and she’s really a 
key player in getting things done.”

Hipp urged those who are consid-
ering getting a new pet to consider 
rescuing a local animal.

“Adopt local If you’re thinking 
about adding a new furry family 
member,” she said. “We also appre-
ciate all the donations people have 
made. It goes a long way.”

Those interested in donating, vol-
unteering or adopting a pet should 
call Jason Holt or Frankie Miller at 
the Gatesville Police Department at 
254-865-2226.

“It’s a $2 fee, but compare 
that to a $170 fine for not 
having your pet registered.”

Although some rabies 
vaccines may be labeled as 
being good for up to three 
years, in Gatesville, as well 
as many other communities, 
those vaccines are required 
each year.

Holt said three citations 
can be issued for pet own-
ers who have not properly 
registered or secured their 
dogs — one for not having a 
city tag, one for not having 
a rabies vaccine and one for 
having an animal at large.

“A lot of people don’t real-
ize that, but it’s a safety is-
sue,” he said.

Although the animal con-
trol officers typically work 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, other 
officers respond to animal 
emergencies at night and on 
weekends.

“If it’s something they 
need help with, they call us,” 
Holt said.

Livestock are also permit-
ted within the city limits, but 
they must be registered. The 
fee is $10 but not having the 
livestock registered can cost 
people a hefty fine of $300 
or more.

“People are allowed to 
have chickens, ducks, tur-
keys, goats, sheep … but 
they have to be permitted,” 
Holt said.

“There are a lot of kids that 
raise livestock and partici-

pate in 4-H and it’s fine for 
them to have the animals in-
side the city limits, they just 
need to pay the $10 fee.”

Those wanting to adopt 
a pet can call the police de-
partment at 254-865-2226 
and reserve a time to visit 
the animal shelter.

“The fees will be going up 
at some point, but right now 
they are $15 to adopt a dog 
or a cat,” Holt said. The ani-
mals will still need to receive 
most of their vaccinations. 
Those kept at the shelter 
only receive their first round 
of parvo vaccine, a ken-
nel cough vaccine and basic 
flea and tick treatment.

Those who adopted pets 
sign a contract agreeing to 
get the animals vaccinated 
for rabies within 30 days, 
and they have 60 days to get 
their pet spayed or neutered.

“Sometimes volunteers 
pay out of their own pock-
et to get a dog spayed or 
neutered before they are 
adopted and pay for their 
rabies shot, so we do have 
some animals at the shelter 
who are already good to go,” 
Holt said.

The shelter also welcomes 
any financial support people 
are able to provide.

“We are always accept-
ing donations,” Holt said. 
“Whether it’s food, blankets 
with cold weather approach-
ing and donations to the 
medical fund, we appreciate 
anything people can give.

For more information or 
to make a donation, call the 
police department at 254-
856-2226.

ANIMAL
FROM PAGE A1

FEE
FROM PAGE A1

With spooky season fast ap-
proaching, Centex Crime Stop-
pers would like to take this time to 
share some Halloween safety tips 
with the community. As many of 
you prepare to dress your children 
up in their favorite Halloween cos-

tumes in just a few days, here are a 
few tips to remember to keep your 
most precious cargo safe!

If you plan to trick or treat after 
dark, remember to make sure that 
you wear some sort of reflective 
material to be more visible to driv-

ers when sidewalks are not avail-
able.

Also remember that if you are 
walking on the roadway, Texas law 
requires you remain on the left side 
of the road as long as practical and 
to walk facing oncoming traffic as 
cited in the Texas Transportation 
Code 552.005.

Accompany your trick-or-treater 
all the way to the door and try to 
avoid the consumption of candy 

until a parent or guardian has had 
the opportunity to inspect the 
treats.

Lastly, try to plan ahead, and 
have a safe Halloween! We look 
forward to seeing all of the spooky 
pictures, and creative costumes!

If you have any information 
about any case or any local crime, 
call Centex Crime Stoppers 24 
hours a day at 1-254-865-8477 
(TIPS) or visit our website at www. 

Centexcrimestoppers.org or by 
downloading the “P3” mobile app 
available on both the Apple app 
store and Google Play Store. You 
never have to give your name, and 
if your information leads to an ar-
rest, you may be eligible for a cash 
reward.Crime Stoppers, citizens, 
police, and the media working to-
gether can make our community a 
safer place to live. Together we can 
make a difference.

CRIME STOPPERS

Safety tips for Halloween revelers in Gatesville
Wear reflective material if you plan to  
trick or treat after dark

ADOPT LOCAL: Gatesville’s Animal 
Control and shelter is urging those 
looking to adopt a pet to look for 
one in town.

COURTESY PHOTO 

COURTESY PHOTO

OWNER’S RESPONSIBILITY: Those who adopted pets sign a contract agreeing to get the animals vaccinated for rabies within 30 days, and 
they have 60 days to get their pet spayed or neutered.



“We are still running 

a bus with more than 

200,000 miles.”

 KRISTOPHER RANEY

Transportation director for GISD
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R & M Fencing & Dozing
Fence Row Clearing • Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing • Entryways • Corrals
Barns & Metal Buildings

Residential & Game Fencing

Larry Riddle
254-248-2205

Joyce McAdams
254-248-4318

Free Estimates                          Dozer Work Available

Office Supplies!
We can meet all your office supply needs!

Office Supplies!

Gatesville Printing Company
817 Main Street

254/865-5302 • 800/664-6710

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291
1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528 254-248-4171

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT ROADS • DRIVES

Owner--Gary Gribble

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

MORSE BODY SHOP

James & Aerin Morse

254-865-5879 2209 E. Main St.

254-248-1666 Fax Gatesville, TX 76528

morsebodyshop@centurylink.net

Evant Feed & Fertilizer
H Deer Corn

H Bulk FeeD 

H rounD & Square BaleS 

H Fertilizer

H MuCh More

3 blocks West of the square
Evant, Texas 76525

254-471-5541

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Lyle Bomar
Sales

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office
254.216.5999 Mobile

254.865.9137 Fax

lyle.bomar@wbsupplies.com

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

midtexplumbing@gmail.com
Master Lic. No. M-42617

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX | 254-865-7575
All Insurances, Medicare and Medicaid

Directors of Public Relations/Marketing and Hospital Liaisons:
Susie Meelbusch, 254-383-2307 & Chelsae Desormeaux 254-760-6386

24-HOUR SKILLED NURSING CARE

REHABILITATION & LONG TERM CARE

Business Directory
Commercial • Residential • Claims Specialists

brianriddlerunningmroofing@gmail.com

Brian Riddle
Sales Representative

FREE ESTIMATES

254-223-1971

Bailey Shea Dickie
Advertising Sales

Ph: 254.865.5212

advertising@

gatesvillemessenger.com

116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

For Rent
Call Bailey for details.  

The Gatesville Messenger 

254-865-5212.

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Woodson Home

Builders

PO Box 462

Gatesville, Tx       254-679-1718
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Soldiers honored at Gatesville churches

buses on a regular schedule 
will help the district avoid a 
situation where it is paying 
a large amount all at once. 
He added that the district is 
still using vehicles with high 
mileage.

“We are still running a 
bus with more than 200,000 
miles,” he said. “We would 
also like to get buses that 
have air conditioning for at 
least all the long routes.”

He said the department 
works to put its best buses 
on the longer roads so that if 
any problems do occur with a 
bus, the impact will not be as 
great and those affected will 
not have to wait as long as 
they might otherwise.

Over the next few years, 
the district will continue to 
update and upgrade its bus 
fleet.

“We need at least five or six 
additional buses,” he said.

GISD will have to wait a 
while before its newest bus 
arrives.

“We anticipate getting the 
bus in four months,” Raney 
said.

BUS
FROM PAGE A1

Christian adult fellowship group to attend concert

Nancy, Jeb and Desiree 
Dixon, and Barbara Hop-
son attended Julia’s band 
program Monday evening 
at Santa Rita Elementary 
School in Liberty Hill.

Tom and Sandra Var-
ner lately visited with their 
great, great-nephew and 
a six-day old great, great-
niece.

Mrs. Pam Wolff was hon-
ored for her birthday with 
a dinner Sunday evening 
in Belton at the Dead Fish 
Grill with Margaret Hopson, 
Brent, Lori, Bailey and Jozie 

Wolff.
Martha Lawhorn was a 

Sunday lunch guest of Mrs. 
Josephine Pollard in Gates-
ville.

Emma Blakley of College 
Station was home for the 
weekend.

Carolyn and Emma Blak-
ley attended Emily Lieb’s 
wedding in Crawford and 
they also went to Lennox 
Tatro’s first birthday party 
in Gatesville.

Ruby and Jacklyn Pullen 
of Rockwall, great-nieces of 
Barbara Hopson, competed 

in a barrel racing event in 
West on Saturday. They both 
had really good runs but did 
not place.

Chris and Jennifer Miller 
enjoyed a couple of days in 
Thackerville, Oklahoma at 
the Winstar Casino.

Caymbri Fisher spent 
Thursday night with her 
grandparents, Ronnie and 
Kay Fisher.

Blayze Fisher had a 
football game in Calvert 
Thursday evening. Neal and 
Amanda Fisher went to sup-
port him and his team.

Slayton Fisher spent Fri-
day night with his (Mimi) 
Debbie Piller.

Barbara’s Notes: Happy 
birthday to Brooke Dixon, 
Raymie Moore, Frank Hop-
son, Charles Combs Jr., 
Nathaniel Eberlein, Chase 
McGhee, Henry Brim and 
Phillip Winter.

The Christian Adult Fel-
lowship Event group will 
attend a concert in Belton 
on Oct. 26. The group will 
leave the United Methodist 
Church in Gatesville at 4:30 
p.m. and will eat at the Mary 
Hardin-Baylor cafeteria be-

fore attending the Concert 
Choir directed by Michelle 
Roueche and Women’s Cho-
rus directed by Matt Crosby 
at 7:30 p.m.

The performance will be 
held at the Sue and Frank 
Mayborn Performing Arts 

Center in the Baugh Perfor-
mance Hall.

The cost of the trip is $10, 
which includes transporta-
tion and the performance. 
The meal is self-pay.

Tickets can be purchased 
directly from Ruth Jones, or 

at the church office Monday 
through Thursday, 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m., and on Friday 
from 8 a.m. to noon. 

Questions can be directed 
to Ruth Jones at 254-865-
2112 or to the church office 
at 254-865-2520.

There will be no refunds 
given after the deadline to 
purchase tickets of each 
event. Money cannot be 
transferred to a future trip if 
you are unable to attend.

BY BARBARA HOPSON

M
ound Cowboy and White Mound 

Baptist churches honored the sol-

diers in Gatesville Friday afternoon. 

Desserts were made by the churches 

last week.



CITY OF GATESVILLE 

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Oct. 17

12:05 a.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in the 
2500 block of Jackson Drive.

12:20 a.m., an intoxicated 
driver was reported in the 
10000 block of E. Hwy. 84.

1:21 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 100 
block of Austin Street.

1:51 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2400 
block of Business Hwy. 36.

8:23 p.m., animal cruel-
ty was reported in the 600 
block of E. Hwy. 84.

9:16 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 10000 
block of State Hwy. 36.

Oct. 18

12:25 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
1700 block of E. Main Street.

3:15 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 1600 
block of W. Main Street.

12:05 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
2200 block of Bridge Street.

2:00 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 400 
block of N. 14th Street.

4:01 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
2300 block of Business Hwy. 
36.

5:21 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 200 
block of N. 8th Street.

Oct. 19 

7:20 a.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 5000 
block of N. State Hwy. 36.

9:51 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
White’s Lane.

10:24 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
500 block of N. 11th Street.

12:08 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 1700 block of 
CR 133.

5:03 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 2200 
block of E. Main Street.

11:07 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
100 block of Cedar Lane.

CORYELL COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Oct. 17

10:35 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 200 block of CR 132.

12:53 p.m., a vehicle was 
reported stolen in the 200 
block of Harrell Drive.

1:14 p.m., a suspicious ve-
hicle was reported on Hwy. 
84 and CR 268.

4:47 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
6700 block of FM 107 near 
CR 301.

7:42 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Deer Ridge Road.

9:47 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
700 block of Old Pidcoke 
Road.

Oct. 18

4:26 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
600 block of W. Hwy. 84.

10:22 a.m., identity theft 
was reported in the 600 
block of Liberty Street.

3:48 p.m., a neighbor dis-
pute was reported in the 
1800 block of CR 106.

5:51 p.m., a fight in prog-
ress was reported in the 400 
block of Coryell City Road.

6:05 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 800 block of 
Glenwood Drive.

7:32 p.m., illegal dump-
ing was reported in the 3300 
block of FM 1113.

Oct. 19

8:26 a.m., animal cruel-
ty was reported in the 200 
block of Harrell.

12:04 p.m., a major ac-
cident was reported in the 
6300 block of FM 116.

12:30 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1700 block of 
CR 133.

12:41 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 800 block of 
Moccasin Bend Road.

3:35 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
4600 block of FM 932.

4:41 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 6000 block of 
E. Hwy. 84.
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The Exchange & Lions Clubs of GatesvilleThe Exchange & Lions Clubs of Gatesville
U

s

nt!

The Exchange & 

Lions Clubs of 

Gatesville
Give a rousing 

THANK YOU

to all the major 

supporters this year’s 

21st Annual Golf Tournament!

ACE Hardware

Air Armor LLC

American Legion Post 42

Bob Bates

Dr. Jacob Battle

Black Acre Title

Kenneth Fleetwood – 

  Bookkeeping & Tax Services

Boys & Girls Club Resale Shop

Dr. Sheldon Chaffer
Wayland & Carole Corgill

Coryell Community Church

Coryell County Commissioners

Coryell County Land & Abstract

Coryell Feed & Supply

Coryell Health

Coryell Vet

County Judge Roger Miller

Davidson Auto Parts

Dr. Adrian Dirk

Dr. Christopher Long

Dora Jean Dyson

Educators Credit Union

Edward Jones

Edward Jones “On the Square”

Extraco Banks

Fincher’s Body Shop

First Methodist Church

First Texas Agency

Gatesville Drug

Gatesville Family Dental

Graves Florist

Guardian Angels

Mike Gustin  (G4)

Jean Jackson/Jack Harris

Kathy Harte/Greg Couture

HEB – Gatesville

Hill Country Pros

Doris Hoff
Dr. Richard Hurley

Ideal Storage

J&M BBQ

Junction 36

Kaibas Machine/Tool

Jim & Linda Klontz

K’s B&B

Leaird’s Furniture & Appliance

Lone Star Auto/KBJ Ent

Mike Meier

Muegge A/C & Heating

Park Street Burgers – Carlus

Pruitt’s Auto

Quality Hydraulics – Carlos & LeAnn

Roberts Realty

Scott’s Funeral Home

Stanley Auto Group (C/D/J)

Stone’s Auto

Charles Talbott

Texas Farm Bureau (Denise Veach)

Texas/New Mexico Power

Texas Building & Roofing
Roger T. Williams

Charlie Wise

John Young

Marion & Doug Young

Without the faithful support of these businesses and individuals, 

we would not be able to provide the support that we provide to our 

community.

THANK YOU for helping us continue these efforts that benefit our 
youth and community.

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

A better way to send your message

The DISPATCH
The following is a breakdown of activity reported through law enforcement dispatchers. While there were many calls, this is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that 
only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

United Methodist Women meet on Oct. 12
The regular meeting of the 

United Methodist Women 
was held Oct. 12, in the Foyer 
of the First United Method-
ist Church in Gatesville. Nine 
members were present: sev-
eral sent word as to their ab-
sence. Patsy Smart and Linda 
Klontz were the hostesses.

President Smart called the 
meeting to order by lead-
ing in the blessing. During 
refreshment time, Klontz led 
the group in a Prayer Partner 

activity, choosing new ones 
for October.

Following refreshments, 
President Smart thanked the 
hostesses, welcomed every-
one and read the Purpose. 
Velva Riddle read from the 
Prayer Calendar and the Re-
sponse Magazine. Shirleen 
Chandler led the group in 
singing, “God Will Take Care 
of You,” and then presented 
the program, the first chap-
ter of a book titled “Women 

Rise Up” by Katey Zeh. The 
book gave a woman’s point 
of view from scripture where 
women are mentioned. The 
chapter takes the story of 
Hagar from Genesis 16: 1-16. 
Regardless of the details as 
to how it happened, Egyp-
tian slave Hagar finds herself 
pregnant with Abram’s child 
and running away through 
the wilderness to escape 
abuse of her master Sarai.

Fortunately, God shows 

up and tells her to go back 
to her abuser. Perhaps God 
knew the road ahead for her 
was too dangerous. But he 
speaks to her with words of 
encouragement about her 
child. She speaks back and 
now has a relationship with 
God. She knows now that she 
is a child of God, a woman of 
sacred worth, and a person 
with a story to be told.

Smart called the busi-
ness meeting to order. She 

presented two certificates 
received from the district 
for their mission work. She 
also read a thank-you note 
from the Ronald McDonald 
House for the pull tabs that 
the group had donated. The 
slate of officers for 2022 was 
presented for a vote and the 
slate was approved.

OLD BUSINESS: The garage 
sale and the bake/craft sale 
for the church will be held 

on Nov. 13. Members were 
asked to help with the bak-
ing and the crafts.

NEW BUSINESS: October 
is Minister Appreciation 
Month. A card was passed 
around for members to sign 
for Pastor Schmidt.

The meeting was ad-
journed with the Benedic-
tion.

THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER
To subscribe, call 254-865-5212
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A message from Dr. Melissa Bello
 After 28 years of practicing optometry in the city of Gatesville, I am making this announcement with 
mixed emotions. I am retiring from my practice effective October 31, 2021. This has not been an easy 
decision for me to make but I would like to thank all my patients for trusting me with their eyecare 
and I would like to express my sincere appreciation for having the chance to be your eye doctor. I have 
valued my relationship with my patients and I thank you for the many years of loyalty and friendliness. 
I would like to thank my staff for their years of commitment to my patients and practice because I 
would not have survived without them, especially during COVID 2020.

 I am excited to introduce to you Dr. Joshua McCown who will be taking care of all your eyecare needs. 
Dr. McCown is from a small town in the state of Washington. He received his 
Bachelors in Biology from Western Washington University. He then moved to 

the great state of Texas to attend the Rosenberg School of Optometry in San Antonio where he earned 
his Doctorate of Optometry. He enjoys hiking, camping, kayaking, and traveling with his wife. Dr. 
McCown performs comprehensive eye exams to detect any eye diseases and he strives to make sure 
each patient leaves with smile and a prescription that gives them crisp and clear vision. He is licensed 
by the Texas State Board of Optometry as an Optometric Glaucoma Specialist and is a member of the 
Texas Optometric Association and American Optometric Association. He looks forward to meeting 
the people of Gatesville.

 Your medical records are confidential and will remain on file with the Vision Concepts practice. 
All warranties on frames and lenses will still be honored at Vision Concepts. If you have any questions, 
the awesome staff members will be able to help you.

113 North Lutterloh Ave., Gatesville, TX 76528

Vision Concepts
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:00 am - 5:00 pmPhone: 254-865-7979

VISION CONCEPTS WELCOMES NEW OWNER,

JOSHUA MCCOWN, OD

DR. BELLO

DR. MCCOWN

A LEGEND OF TEXAS  |  SYLVANUS CASTLEMAN

Member of Stephen F. Austin’s 300

My father, Jacob Castle-
man, was born in Virginia 
(1756). He was always look-
ing for better lands and more 
opportunities, so he moved 
the family west to Davidson 
County, Tennessee. Pa was 
killed by Indians in 1791.

I inherited, owned and 
worked land in Sumner 
County, Tennessee as early 
as 1794 when I was only 17 
years old. In 1797, because I 
had worked hard and saved 
money, I was able to buy 
more land on “the waters” of 
Richland Creek, Williamson 
County, Tennessee.

The spring of 1803 some-
thing wonderful happened to 
me. I met the most beauti-
ful woman I had ever seen in 
my whole life. Guess what? 
On Aug. 19, 1803, I married 
Elizabeth “Betsy” Lucas in 
Davidson County, Tennes-
see. I was 26 and Betsy was 
17 when we got married. She 
was a Christian, hard worker 
and extremely smart. I knew 
she would be an excellent 

mother for our children. 
Speaking of children, our 
first five — Nancy, Andrew, 
Sarah, Elizabeth and LaVina 
— were born right there in 
Davidson County, Tennes-
see. Did I mention that she 
was the most beautiful wom-
an I had ever seen?

Things were great for 
me, Betsy and the kids, but 
something awful happened 
in December of 1811. A giant 
earthquake struck and lasted 
53 days; it became known as 
the New Madrid earthquake. 
The course of the Arkansas 
and Mississippi Rivers were 

completely changed and the 
entire town of New Madrid, 
Missouri, was swallowed up. 
The fear, death of people and 
livestock and the destruc-
tion of property and even the 
land is still very fresh in our 
minds. It’s something I will 
never forget.

The War of 1812 made 
things even worse. I en-
listed in Capt. John Craw-
ford’s Mounted Rangers 
of the Tennessee Militia 
to fight the British and 
some mercenaries from 
Ireland. I was easy with 
horses and a good rider, 
but more important, I 
was deadly accurate 
with my pistol and 
rifle. They said I was 
an excellent marks-
man; they were 
right. We won the 
war and secured the 
United States’ liberty 
once more. One 
thing for sure, 
we can 
never take 
our liberty 
for granted, 
and we must 
be willing to de-
fend it regardless 
of cost.

Like my Pa, I was al-
ways on the lookout for bet-
ter lands and more oppor-
tunities. Shortly after my 
discharge from the militia 
I moved my family to Saint 
Genevieve, Missouri, where 
two more children, Benjamin 
and Jacob, were born. Next to 
God, family is most impor-
tant to Betsy and me. Betsy 
was great at home schooling 
our kids; she taught them to 
read from the Bible, how to 
do their numbers and how to 
write. We were very thankful 
for and proud of our chil-
dren. They all would become 
very good citizens.

In Saint Genevieve I met 
and became friends with 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sylvanus Castleman’s story is told by his fourth 

great-grandson, Ron Sutton. Ron is a member of The De-

scendants of Stephen F. Austin’s Old 300 and The Sons of the 

Republic Texas, and serves as president of the David Crockett 
Chapter in Granbury.

 

M
y name is Sylvanus Castleman. The 

first thing I want to say is I’m so 

thankful for and proud of my family’s 

contribution to the building of the 

United States, the Lone Star Republic of Texas and 

great state of Texas!

I was born in Tennessee in 1776, but my story 

starts in 1709 when my third great-grandfather, 

Hans Dietrick Casselman, came to America from 

Germany, aboard the good ship Midford landing in 

New York. Thankfully the Casselman clan moved 

south to Virginia. The Casselman River in Pennsyl-

vania is named for my grandfather, Jacob Cassel-

man.
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WHO ARE THE SONS  
OF THE REPUBLIC  

OF TEXAS?

The Sons of the Republic of Texas 
(SRT) consists of members who 
are direct lineal descendants of 
those who settled the Republic 
of Texas from 1836 to Feb. 19, 
1846. The purpose of the SRT is 
to perpetuate the memory and 
spirit of the men and women 
who won Texas’ independence. 
They set the course for Texas to 
become a nation and eventually 
the 28th state. LEGACY COMES 
TO LIFE personifies our ances-
tors, true stories about real 
people who changed the course 
of history.

ILLUSTRATION BY BARBARA SUTTON



A6    The Gatesville Messenger SATURDAY, Oct. 23, 2021

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

HELP US SALUTE YOUR HELP US SALUTE YOUR 

FAVORITE VETERAN!FAVORITE VETERAN!
Submit a photo of your special veteran Submit a photo of your special veteran 

so they can be honored in our special so they can be honored in our special 

Veteran’s Day section on November 10Veteran’s Day section on November 10
EMAIL THE PHOTO, VETERAN’S NAME, BRANCH, RANK, AND YEARS OF EMAIL THE PHOTO, VETERAN’S NAME, BRANCH, RANK, AND YEARS OF 

SERVICE TOSERVICE TO

 veterans@gatesvillemessenger.com veterans@gatesvillemessenger.com

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 76528

M E D I C A L    L O D G E

We care about our healthcare teams and offer a supportive work 
environment with generous benefits and resources to safeguard employee 
health and well-being. For more information or to apply, visit us online 

today at www.hillsideml.com/careers or call Administrator Michael 

Beasley at 254-865-7575.

skilled. trusted. compassionate.

Short Term & Long Term Care and Rehabilitation

Come join

Hillside’s leading

healthcare team!

OTHER POSITIONS

• Dietary Aide – 

   1pm - 7:30pm or 6am-1pm 

• Housekeeping – 

   6:30am - 2:30pm

NURSING POSITIONS 

Full Time, 12 Hour Shifts:

• CNA – 

   6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• Nurse – 

   6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am

• PRN

Moses Austin and his son 
Stephen F. Austin. Moses 
was 16 years older than I 
and Stephen F was 16 years 
younger. At that time Moses 
was engaged in negotiating 
a deal with the Spanish Gov-
ernment to settle a colony in 
Northern Mexico’s South-
Central area called Tejas. 
His vision for the future in-
trigued me.

I traveled to Tejas in the 
spring of 1820 with Moses 
Austin and learned it was 
everything he said it was — 
fertile land good for farming, 
ranching and raising a fam-
ily. Wild game was plentiful 
and so was good water. It 
was love at first sight be-
cause I knew opportunities 
would be endless. I headed 
back to Missouri to tell Betsy 
and the kids Tejas would be 
our new home

Moses did not head back to 
Missouri until January of the 
next year. He had a very dif-
ficult trip back to Missouri. 
His mule with all his supplies 
was stolen, he was attacked 
by a panther and he became 
very ill. He made it back to 
Saint Genevieve but died 

June 10, 1821
Mr. Moses Austin was a 

man of high morals and 
great intellect, a true gentle-
man. I consider his friend-
ship a blessing and to call 
him friend, an honor. Before 
his death Moses, along with 
others, convinced his son 
SFA to embrace his vision for 
a colony in Northern Mexico. 
Stephen was committed to 
see his father’s dream come 
to life.

By the fall of 1821 Stephen 
had selected the site for his 
colony.  It was the land be-
tween the Colorado and Bra-
zos rivers all the way down 
to the coast. In 1822 I ar-
ranged with SFA for a survey 
of the land that I wanted to 
homestead with my family. 
Seth Ingram did the actual 
survey. I paid Stephen, for 
the survey, with a lot that 
Betsy and I owned in Saint 
Genevieve. I headed back to 
Missouri get my family.

We were so proud and 
thankful to be part of SFA’s 
300. The list of American 
settlers in the Colorado Dis-
trict of San Felipe de Austin 
on March 4, 1823 included 
me (Sylvanus) age 46, Eliza-
beth 37, Nancy 15, Andrew 
17, Sarah 16, Elizabeth 13, 
LaVina 10, Benjamin 7, and 

Jacob 2. Later that year Betsy 
had the first Castleman born 
in Texas, our son John.

It was sometimes danger-
ous and always very hard 
work making a good life in 
Tejas, but with the good 
Lord’s blessings we were 
able to do just that. I was 
known as a farmer, rancher, 
surveyor and Indian fighter. 
I worked and fought hard to 
be the very best at every one 
of them. 

1824 started out as a good 
year. I was even elected Al-
calde (judge) of the San Fe-
lipe de Austin Colony in Jan. 
1824. Our two oldest daugh-
ters, Nancy and Sarah, mar-
ried the Crownover brothers. 
The Crownovers are a great 
family, and we welcomed 
their sons into ours.

July 7, 1824, I received 
official title grants of two 
leagues/sitios (8,856 acres) 
of land in present-day Whar-
ton County, one half league/
sitio (2,214 acres) in present-
day Fayette County and two 
labors (340 acres) in present-
day Austin County.

John Rabb and I were the 
first two members of the 
SFA 300 to receive our land 
grants. Our home was lo-
cated on Indian Hill, at the 
big bend, on the westside of 

the Colorado River (about 
six or seven miles North of 
present-day LaGrange). We 
always had a lot of company 
stop and stay the night at 
our home. Mainly because 
Betsy was a great cook, but 
the location was great for 
travelers. SFA was a regular 
guest as was Baron de Bas-
trop.

1824 was a good year ex-
cept for problems with the 
Indians. I sent a letter to SFA 
to tell him the Waco Indians 
came to my house and plun-
dered and carried off the fol-
lowing articles: two sheets, 
two quilts, a wagon cover 
and nearly all our wearing 
clothing and table furniture. 
It appears from the conduct 
of those Indians that we can-
not settle the frontiers of 
this colony unless we have 
an understanding with them, 
for if they are allowed to rob 
us and plunder it will be im-
possible. I am determined to 
kill the first one that under-
takes to rob me again, which 
will commence a war.

In August of 1828, my son 
Andrew and I were work-
ing in the fields when we 
were surprised by Indians 
and forced by them into 
the Colorado River bottoms 

where another group of In-
dians already had captured 
Nancy, Andrew’s wife, and 
their three-week old daugh-
ter Milly, my granddaugh-
ter. The Indians had come to 
their home and Nancy, being 
alone with the baby, had fled 
to the river bottoms with her 
daughter to hide and there 
they were captured. They 
threatened to throw Milly in 
the river but did not. After 
much pleading by Nancy and 
with the help of an Indian 
boy who lived with me, inter-
preting for us, the Indians re-
leased all of us unharmed.

Things were bad with the 
Indians but worse with the 
Mexican government. This 
hombre named Santa Anna 
had become president but 
was really a dictator. He ac-
tually said, “Mexican people 
are not capable of taking 
care of themselves; I must 
do it for them.” The situation 
worsened when Santa Anna 
completely voided the Mexi-
can Constitution in 1824.

June 26,1832, my son An-
drew, only 26 years old, was 
killed in the Battle of Velas-
co. This was the first blood-
shed in our fight for liberty, 
the beginning of Texas’ 
march to independence from 
Mexico; no turning back.

1833 — Things went from 
bad to awful; SFA impris-
oned in Mexico City

1835 — SFA is released 
and returns to Texas but war 
is inevitable.

Battle of Gonzales October 
2, “COME AND TAKE IT!”

1836 — Independence 
Convention convened March 
1

— Declaration of Indepen-
dence March 2

— Fall of the Alamo
— Goliad Massacre Palm 

Sunday, March 27
— Battle of San Jacinto 

April 21, Texas’ liberty se-
cured!

My second to the youngest 
son Jacob, only 16 years old, 
was in Company H, 1st Regi-
ment Texas Volunteers. He 
served under Gen. Houston 
at the Battle of San Jacinto 
where we won our indepen-
dence from Mexico. I sure 
wish Andrew and I could 
have been there with Jacob 
and Gen. Sam.

So now you can see and un-
derstand why I’m so thank-
ful for and proud of my 
family’s contribution to the 
building of the United States, 
the Lone Star Republic of 
Texas and the great state of 
Texas!

LEGEND
FROM PAGE A5

SUNDAY, OCT. 24

Hay Valley Baptist Church 
will host a Fall Festival at 
5:30 p.m. They will be having 
carnival games, train rides, 
a hayride, face painting, a 
photo booth and a chili dog 
supper. Hay Valley Baptist 
Church is located at 3110 
Hay Valley Road.

TUESDAY, OCT. 26

Gatesville Junior High will 
host a Fall Band Concert and 
a baked potato supper fund-
raiser. The baked potato sup-
per will be at the high school 
cafeteria from 5 – 6:30 p.m.  
The cost will be $6 per meal. 

The 6th to 8th grade band 
concert will be held at 6:30 in 
the high school auditorium.

THURSDAY, OCT. 28

n Stanley Chrysler will 
be hosting its 2nd annual 
Trunk-or-Treat from 4-7 
p.m. There will be candy, 
costumes, food trucks, Hal-
loween photos and a bounce 
house. Stanley Chrysler is 
located at 106 S. Highway 36 
Bypass.
n The Gatesville Interme-

diate School will host a Fall 
Festival from 5-7:30 p.m. 
The festival will include glow 
disc golf, a haunted house, 

cornhole, cake and pie walks, 
bottle toss, sack races and a 
dunking booth. Gatesville In-
termediate is located at 311 
S. 26th Street.

FRIDAY, OCT. 29

n Hillside Medical Lodge 
will be hosting a Trunk or 
Treat at 4 p.m. Hillside is lo-
cated at 300 S. Highway 36 
Bypass. 
n Coryell Health Reha-

bLiving will be hosting its 
annual Tiny Tots Costume 
contest at 2 p.m. for children 
as old as 4. Coryell Health 
RehabLiving is located at 110 
Chicktown Road.

SATURDAY, OCT. 30

n Live Oak Baptist Church 
will be hosting a Fall Festival 
from 2 – 4 p.m. There will be 
games, a hayride, train ride, 
face painting and treats. Live 
Oak Baptist is located at 113 
FM 107.
n The Presbyterian 

Church will be hosting its 
first annual Trunk or Treat 
event from 6 – 8 p.m. There 
will be games, food, bouncy 
houses, and prizes awarded 
for the best decorated car. 
The Presbyterian Church 
is located at 1110 E. Main 
Street.
n Gatesville’s Boozaar 

will be taking place on the 

courthouse square from 6 
– 8 p.m. Between 60 and 70 
businesses will be hand-
ing out candy and provid-
ing games for the children. 
There will be Treat Stops 
and Treat Stations located 
around the square along 
with vendors and a costume 
contest for all ages.
n First Baptist Church of 

Gatesville will be hosting a 
Fall Festival from 6 – 8 p.m. 
There will be fun and fellow-
ship for the whole family. 
First Baptist is located at 912 
E. Main Street.

SUNDAY, OCT. 31

n First United Method-
ist Church will be hosting a 
Trunk or Treat from 6 – 7:30 
p.m. in the church parking 
lot. The church is located at 
2600 E. Main Street.
n The 2021 Gatesville 

Halloween Candy Maze will 
be from 5 – 10 p.m. There 
will be a children’s maze and 
an adult/older kids maze. 
Food vendors will be pres-
ent. The event will take place 
at 1518 Golf Course Road.

Fall and Halloween upcoming schedule of events
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HILLSIDE MEDICAL 

LODGE
PRESENTS

TRUNK OR TREAT!

October 29, 2021

4PM

400 S. Hwy. 36 Byp

Gatesville, TX

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

We’re looking to add to our team!

BAYER
TEXAS

H
A

MILTO
N

NOWNOW
HIRINGHIRING

Call 254-386-5318 for more details or 

email jesse.barron@bayermotor.com

1012 E. Main Street, Hamilton, TX 76531                                                        

www.bayerautogroup.com

Parts/Service 

Counter

Representative 

Make up to $45k/year 

depending on experience

Mechanic

Make up to $40/hour 

depending on 

experience

Benefits include 
• 401k

• Halth plan 

things we pay attention to, but she 
is able to do a lot of things that 
doctors never thought she would 
do — including walk and talk,” 
Kendra said. “Doctors thought she 
would be deaf or a dwarf, but so far 
they’ve been wrong.

“She is proof that we are unique. 
God definitely made Hannah 
unique.”

Although she is smaller than 
the average teenager, those who 
know her well see an indomitable 
spirit, a passion for raising animals 
and showing them in several live-
stock shows and a connection with 
younger children that encourages 
and affirms them.

“I’ve told Hannah after she fin-
ishes school, she should be a pre-
kindergarten teacher,” Kendra said. 
“She has such a way to interacting 
with them and motivating them. In-
stead of going to athletics, Hannah 
spends that class period working 
with the pre-K students.

Because participation in athletics 
is a family tradition and Hannah’s 
stature and weakened joints in her 
arms and legs prevent her from 
competing in sports, it was Brenda 
Byrom, Hannah’s grandmother, 
who suggested another avenue of 
extracurricular activities.

Brenda, a longtime member of 
the Coryell County Fair Board, 
thought Hannah might enjoy show-
ing livestock. At age 8 and in third 
grade, Hannah began showing ani-
mals and that pursuit has become 
an important part of her life. Han-
nah shows goats and lambs, and 
has showed other animals as well, 
including pigs and rabbits.

Helping her in that task is her 
younger sister Ella (as known as 
Campbell), age 12, a seventh-grad-
er, as well as Kendra and Jonesboro 
agriculture teacher BethAnne Gann.

“It’s really fun,” Kendra said. “We 
get the animals ready to go and 
take them to places like the HOT 
(Heart o’ Texas) Fair (In Waco) and 
San Angelo, and of course the Cory-
ell County Fair in January.”

Kendra dabbled in showing live-
stock when she was younger, but 
says she didn’t have the dedication 
that Hannah has for it.

Showed pigs but for me it was 
more of a social thing,” she said. 
“Hannah is so devoted to showing 
animals, and it’s something she 
does really well.”

Watching her daughter endure 
medical procedures over the years 
has been difficult for Kendra, but 
she said that she is amazing by 
Hannah’s resilience and toughness.

“I’ve seen her go through so 
much, and for me the hardest part 
is not knowing what her condition 

is because it is so rare. It took me 
a long time to realize that all of us 
face that, really. None of us know 
for sure what we’ll face in the fu-
ture.

“The Bible says we are uniquely 
made and we see that in Hannah, 
for sure. She’s proof of that.”

One of the recent challenges that 
Hannah has had to face was growth 
modulation surgery, in which rods 
were inserted into her legs.

“You can’t tell me that having the 
rods put in her legs didn’t hurt, but 
a short time later she was at a foot-
ball game watching her cousin and 

working with her animals the next 
day,” Kendra said.

“When I see other students face a 
challenge, I don’t handle the ‘poor 
pitiful me’ thing very well. I’ve seen 
what Hannah can do, and I know 
others can overcome difficulties, 
too.

“We rely on the Bible and our 
faith in God. In the Bible, there are 
struggles and challenges that the 
people face. Things aren’t easy, but 
you trust in God, pick yourself up 
and move forward.”

Asked if she could be interviewed 
for the article, Kendra said Hannah 
is shy and wouldn’t have much – it 
anything – to say to an adult strang-
er she just met.

But in the pre-K classroom help-
ing kids or in the show barns of 
Central Texas and beyond, Hannah 
is in her element.

“She really has a gift in working 
with the little ones and is active in 
our church, and she has really done 
an amazing job showing animals,” 
Kendra said.

Whatever goals she has, those 
well acquainted well Hannah know 
not to count the determined teen-
ager out.

“She’s flourished, and (show-
ing livestock) is her opportunity to 
shine,” said Brenda Byrom, Han-
nah’s grandmother. “She’s in high 
school but she’s the size of a sec-
ond-grader, but that hasn’t stopped 
her. She’s 65 pounds, and at one 
event she showed a 120-pound 
lamb. It makes me cry thinking 
about how much she has accom-
plished.

“There is just an aura around her, 
and everybody is so supportive. It’s 
been such fun so see her have the 
opportunity to do well. When she 
was little, doctors didn’t even know 
if she’d be able to sit up, and look 
at what she’s doing now. She walks 
into the show ring and she is trans-
formed. It’s really a testament to 
her faith in God and her determina-
tion. She is not letting her challeng-
es stop her.

“It’s a phenomenal story of faith, 
courage and pushing through dif-
ficulties to achieve.”

Brenda said she hopes others are 
inspired by Hannah’s story, as well.

“No matter what limitations a 
person has, they can achieve and 
there’s a place in this world for 
them. That’s what Hannah has 
done. She’s overcome so much and 
is such an inspiration.”

HANNAH
FROM PAGE A1

COURTESY PHOTOS

DEVOTED TO HER ANIMALS: Hannah Gustin’s mother, Kendra, said “Hannah is so devoted to showing animals, and it’s  
something she does really well.”
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GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Haynes Jewelry
             Serving Gatesville Since 1971

            Watch & Jewelry Repair
            Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North  •  865-6131

106 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville • 254-248-3000

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926
TPCL 13187

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

Sales & Service
Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main 865-8491

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

Baptist
 BETHEL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH: Hemmeline 
Cemetery Rd.; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m.
 BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH: Elder, 
Hugh Montgomery, pastor; Peabody community 5 miles 
south of Pearl on FM 1690; Sunday services - Morning 
worship 4th Sunday each month at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.
 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Steven L. Bogan, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 and FM 116; Sunday services - Bible 
study 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
6:30 p.m.
 COLD SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH: Bob Phillips, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 5:30 p.m.
 EASTWOOD BAPTIST CHU RCH: Lynn Parks, 
pastor; 2518 East Main; Sunday services - Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m.; Wednesday 
evening services, 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF EVANT: Andrew 
Newton, pastor; Live Oak Street and Memory Lane; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FLAT: Sunday School 
9 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; Wednesday Prayer 
& Bible Study 7 p.m.; Wednesday Youth Group & Kid 
Knights 7 p.m.; Wednesday Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GATES VILLE: Mark 
Rich, Pastor; 912 E. Main Street; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:45 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OGLESBY: Jeremy 
Sanders, pastor; Sunday services - Bible study 9:45 a.m., 
morning worship 10:50 a.m.
 GATEWAY BAPTIST CHUR CH: Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; Hwy. 36 East; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 1:30 
p.m.; Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.
  HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH:  A.C. Painter, 
pastor; 1750 FM 215; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening worship 6:30 p.m.
 HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH:  3110 Hay Valley 
Road, off Hwy 36 North.  Sunday morning services – 
Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 am.  AWANA 
children’s ministry Sunday evening 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  Bible 
Study for men and women on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
 JONESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH: Matt Dossey, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 10:50 a.m.
 KING BAPTIST CHURCH: Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
 LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH: Royse T. Cockrell, 
DMin., Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & HWY 36 in Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Morning Service 11:00 a.m., 
Second Service 1:00 p.m., Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
 LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Ken Laney, 
pastor; FM 107; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:15 
a.m., morning worship 10:30 a.m., Wed. evening Adult, 
Youth and Children’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
 MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHUR CH: Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  
pastor; Hwy. 84 East in South Mountain community; Sun-
day services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday.
 OSAGE BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Thomas, pastor; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 

worship 11 a.m.
 PEARL BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PECAN GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 P I D C O K E  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H :  D o n a l d 
McConnaughhay, pastor; 11125 FM 116, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., worship service 
11 a.m. www.pidcokebaptist.com
 PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Post, 
Pastor; CR 301, Jonesboro, TX; Sunday school at 10 a.m. 
and Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
 PRIMERO IGLESIA EMANUEL: One mile north of 
Evant on Hwy. 281; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PURMELA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m.
 SWEET HOME BAPTIST CHURCH: 511 North 14th; 
Sunday services - Sunday morning worship 10 a.m., 
church school 5 p.m., evening worship 6 p.m.
      SPANISH BAPTIST  CHURCH:  Ezequiel Casas, 
pastor; 113  Veazy Dr.; Sunday Services; Sunday School 
10:00 a.m., worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6:00 p.m.
 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH: Tim Crosby, pastor; 
1506 West Main; Sunday services - Sunday School 9:30 
a.m., morning worship 10:50 a.m. Wednesday Services 
- Prayer Meeting/Youth Ministry 6:00 p.m., TBC Kids at 6 
p.m. Email: trinitybctx@centurylink.net. Church: 254-865-
8495 or Pre-school: 254-248-0041.
 TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH: Jon Crosby, 
Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday night Bible study, 6 p.m.    
 WESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH: Hwy. 84 West; 
Sunday School  10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
  WHITE HALL BAPTIST CHURCH: Mike Barron, 
pastor; 2040 CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday school at 10 
a.m.; Sunday morning worship services 11 a.m.; Prayer 
& Devotional meeting fourth Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m.; 254-865-2106. 
  WHITE MOUND BAPTIST CHURCH / MOUND COW-
BOY CHURCH (meet at 9:30 a.m.): Bruce Cox, pastor; 
Sun. services - Sun. School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 
a.m. For more info., call 254-865-5908.

Catholic
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 1108 W. Main; Sunday Mass 
9:30 a.m. (English) & 12:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass), 
Weekday Mass Tuesday through Friday at 12:00 p.m.

Church of Christ
 CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Deral 
McWhorter, minister; Osage Road and Cedar Ridge Drive; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10 a.m., evening 
worship 6 p.m.
 EVANT CHURCH OF CHRIST: Will Vann, Preacher; 
Sunday services-Bible Study 9:30 a.m., morning worship 
10:20 a.m., evening worship 12:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m.
 FORT GATES CHURCH OF CHRIST: Hwy. 36 S.; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10:30 a.m. 
 GATESVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Justin Hall, 
minister; 2417 E Main; Sunday Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
morning service 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Bible classes 

6:30 p.m.
 LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO: 2413 East Main; clases y 
servicios en Español, 10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m., Solamente 
en domingos.
 MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 1955 CR 3640, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522; Sunday 9:30 a.m. Bible Study, 
10:30 a.m. Worship; Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. Bible Study; 
Royce 512-734-5390 or Steve 254-865-3559.
 PEARL CHURCH OF CHRIST: Sunday services - 
morning worship 10:30 a.m.
 Church of God
 CORNERSTONE,  Greg Demmitt, pastor; 338 State 
School Road; Sunday services - morning worship 11 a.m. 
www.facebook.com/pages/cornerstone/140632994733

Evangelical Methodist
 REFUGE-MINISTRIES PURMELA CHURCH 
CAMPUS: Josh Morrison, Campus Pastor; 115 FM 183, 
Purmela, Texas, 10:45 a.m. Sunday worship, 512-425-
2828. 

Lutheran
 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH: David Reedy, 
International Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran Church Rd. in 
Copperas Cove; Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m.; 
Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. Christopher 
Richman, PhD; FM 929 in Coryell City; Sunday services 
- Morning worship 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. John 
Heckmann, pastor; Hwy. 36 and FM 1114 in The Grove; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., worship 10:15 
a.m.

Methodist
 BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - 11 am. 2nd & 4th Sundays. 2 miles north of 
Ireland on FM 932
 EVANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Judith 
Sellers, Pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., 
morning worship 10 a.m.
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
GATESVILLE: 2600 E. Main St.; Stephen Schmidt, 
pastor; Sunday worship - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY WORD: Meal at 5:30 
p.m. $3; youth, Children and Adult Bible Studies at 6:00 
p.m. AA meets Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. Visit us at fumcgatesville.org for more information.
 JONESBORO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 101 
CR 193; Rita Hotz, Pastor; Sunday services - 11 a.m.,  
each 1st and 3rd Sunday.
 OGLESBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday 
services - morning worship 9:45 a.m., Sunday School 
10:45 a.m.
 PIDCOKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Bill 
Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 116; Worship service Sundays at 10 
a.m. 254-677-6242.
 Mormon
 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS: 206 South 26th; Sunday services -Sacrament 
services 10  a.m., Sun. School 10 a.m

Non-Denominational
 CHRISTIAN LIFE CHURCH: Frank Rosenstern, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday services, 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7:00 p.m. 
 CORYELL COMMUNITY CHURCH: Daniel Crowther, 
Pastor; 115 N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 248-0849. Sunday 
Worship services  9am & 10:30 a.m. Wednesday services 
6pm; Adult Bible Study, Children’s Ministry and C3 Student 

Ministry.
 CORYELL FELLOWSHIP CHURCH: Doran Belknap 
III, Pastor; Sunday service 11:00 a.m., 8205 FM 182 in 
Turnersville; (254) 218-5901.
 GATESVILLE REVIVAL CENTER: Wes Covey, 
Pastor; Sunday school 10:00 a.m., Sunday morning 11:00 
a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday evening 7 p.m. 
2518 Bridge St., Gatesville.
 GRACE ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH: Wray 
Nunn, pastor; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m. & 
Wednesday evening worship at 6:30 p.m. at Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 Osage Road.
  GRACE BIBLE CHURCH: Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m. and Sunday Services at 10:45 a.m. 4012 US Hwy. 
84, Gatesville.
 HARVESTING SOULS INTERNATIONAL CHURCH: 
Mike & Martha Johnson pastors, 503 N. 11th Street, 
Gatesville, 865-6222. Sunday morning worship 11:00 
a.m. Wednesday Bible Study Ministries (Men, Women, 
children) 6:00 p.m. “Overcomers” a TDC and state 
approved 12-step recovery program meets Tuesday 6:00 
p.m.
 JOHNNY WATKIN’S MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. aqui se reune La 
Iglesia de Cristo, in the 2400 block of East Main Street.
 LEVITA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: Peter M. Mafwal, 
Pastor; 4460 FM 930, Levita; Sunday Bible Study at 9:45 
a.m.; morning worship at 10:45 am.
 MOTHER NEFF FAITH TABERNACLE: William 
Bertelsen, Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 236; Sunday services 
- 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00 
p.m.
 PEARL COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: 6735 FM 183 
in Pearl. Sunday Services- 9:00 a.m.
 THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILT: Bill Trotter, pastor; 
3412 E. Main St.; Sunday service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service 7 p.m.

Pentecostal
 TABERNACLE OF PRAISE UPC: Rev. Jimmy Skiles, 
pastor; 202 E. Main, Gatesville; Worship services - Sunday 
mornings at 10:00 am; Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm; 
www.gatesvilletop.org. 254-206-1826.
 MOUNT CALVARY CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST: 
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 128 North 12th Street; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
weekly services, Wed. Bible Study 6:30p.m.-7:30 p.m., 
Wed. night service, 7:30p.m.

Presbyterian
 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Rev. Dr. Buddy 
Wheat, pastor; 1110 E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.

Wesleyan
 CORYELL VALLEY CHURCH: 4995 FM 929, 
3.5 miles from S.H. 36; Worship Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
coryellvalleytexas.com

Inter-Denominational
 BOOTS -N- SADDLE COWBOY CHURCH: Max 
Gunn, pastor; 254-248-1850; 10 miles west of Gatesville 
on HWY 84; Sunday Service @ 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday  
Night Service @ 7:00 p.m.; Youth Sunday Service @9:45 
a.m. 
 HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN BIKER CHURCH: Monty & 
Tammy VanHorn, pastors; 1608 W. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday Praise and Worship 11 am, Wednesday Bible 
Study Rally-6 pm, 254-865-4076.
 THE POINT FELLOWSHIP: James & Laurinda Paine, 
Pastors; 2315 Osage Road, Gatesville; Wednesday 
Services at 7:00 p.m. (Adults, youth & children); Sunday 
services - Destiny Discovery Class at 9:00 a.m.  and 
Regular services at 10:30 a.m. 254-248-1265.

Houses of Worship
Grib’s Construction

 2000 Violet Lane
 Gatesville
 254-248-4171

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street

(254) 865-6315

4012 US Hwy. 84 | 254-248-0053 | gracebibletx.com  

2302 Main Street

Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8884

Call (254) 865-8489 for all your construction needs!

Corye
ll

Count
y’s

Scott’s
Funeral Home

www.scottsfh.com
2425 E. Main Street ~ 254-865-5411

Gifts • Household

865-6900
2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Delivery • Drive Thru

865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street         Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

www.tpcgatesville.org
2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

HELP KEEP THIS 

DEVOTIONAL PAGE 

IN THE PAPER. 

CALL 254-865-5212.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014

www.fbcgatesville.com

SUNDAYS: Sunday School 9:45 am, Worship 10:50 am

WEDNESDAY  SERVICES: 6:00 pm

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church

“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

T
here are a series of books by the 
author Kevin Leman which purport 
to tell us how to rapidly change 

someone. I have been reading “Have a 
New Teenager by Friday” because I have a 
teenage stepdaughter who I wish behaved 
better. Though I was initially skeptical of 
the idea that we could change her within 
the week, what I soon realized was that the 
thrust of the book is about changing how 
I react to her. Instead of launching into a 
long-winded lecture which your teenager 
will tune out after five or ten seconds, why 
not wait until they want a favor from you 
and then simply tell them they cannot do or 
have the requested thing if they are going 
to treat others disrespectfully. Rather than 
insist on them being home more often, 
why not make your home somewhere 
that your kids enjoy hanging out at. In 
short, the advice is about changing you 
and your response to your children rather 

than trying to force them to change. Your 
children will naturally change in response 
to your change. In my case, I have noticed 
that when I start out by raising my voice 
and insisting my stepdaughter change 
something she is doing, there is firm 
resistance. On the other hand, if I calmly 
ask her to please turn down her music or 
clean up a mess she has made, she usually 
responds positively. And of course, it 
helps to have clear rules and to follow 
them consistently.
–Christopher Simon

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; 
instead, bring them up in the training and 
instruction of the Lord.” 
Ephesians 6:4 NIV

Changing Others by 
Changing Yourself
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FREE ESTIMATES FREE INSPECTIONS

& EXTERIORS

RESIDENTIAL  |  COMMERCIAL

ZANE WASHBURN (254) 216-2474

COLTEN WASHBURN (254) 216-2377

254-675-8657 Barn
800-675-8657 Barn
254-675-4363 Fax

Sale Every Wednesday

Bonded & Insured

3199 Hwy. 6
P.O. Box 408

Clifton, TX 76634

Wayne Carroll
254-652-1983 Cell
wayne@cliftonlivestock.com

C
LIFTON LIVESTOC

K

COMMISSION

KARATE & JUJITSU
FOR MEN, WOMEN

& CHILDREN 

Mon. & Thurs. 6pm-8pm

Cost: $100/month

CKS MARTIAL ARTS
Grandmaster Gary Deaver

(510) 418-6053
254-865-2226

CALL FOR INFO:

HAMILTON PRINTING

COPY • PRINT • FAX • LAMINATE • NOTARY
      info@myhamiltonprinting.com

206 North Bell Street • HAMILTON (1 Block North of the Square)

We print anything but money!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED - VERY FAST  Turnaround

ARE YOU IN NEED OF A NEW, GO-TO COMMERCIAL PRINTER?

WE DELIVER!
to Gatesville

since 1992

W

Let our nearly 30 years of providing quality
products and fast services work for you.

254-386-5070

BACKHOE  •  DOZER

SKIDSTEER  •  BRUSH CLEANING

Jed Gribble Construction

Jed Gribble, Owner   P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Kyla Hinojosa, an 11th grade student at Gatesville High 

School, was recently placed in the Student Spotlight by the 
GISD School Board. Kyla runs cross country and displayed an 
incredible act of kindness at the recent Rill Bradley Invitation-
al. A runner from Meridian, who has Down Syndrome, was the 
very last runner. Even though Kyla had already finished the 
race, she went back to run alongside that student and encour-
aged her all the way to the finish line. Because most people 
had already left the race, having this encouragement was very 
special to the young lady with Down Syndrome as well as her 
mother. The girl’s mother gave Kyla a big hug and thanked 
her for running with her daughter. Congratulations to Kyla 
for being a compassionate individual.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
The GISD School Board recently placed Angela Tyree in the 

Staff Spotlight where she was recognized for her dedication 
to the students of GISD. Tyree provides students with excel-
lent, real-world instruction in the culinary arts. She instills in 
them the discipline and structure needed to have a successful 
culinary operation. Tyree also leads by example and her work 
ethic is second to none. She consistently helps with events at 
GISD, especially those related to honoring our military ser-
vice members such as in the Veterans Day program. Her hard 
work and dedication to the students of GISD is greatly appre-
ciated.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
Brian Reeder was recently placed in the Staff Spotlight 

where he was commended for the countless hours he spends 
serving the district. In addition to his job as lead custodian at 
the high school, he also coordinates staff and duties at other 
campuses as well. Any time there is a special event at the 
high school, Reeder is there to help with the setup, the sound 
booth, and the clean-up. COVID-19 brought many challenges 
to the GISD custodial crew, but they continue to work hard to 
clean even more thoroughly to combat the virus. Reeder very 
rarely misses work and always goes above and beyond the call 
of duty and has remained a loyal member of GISD for many 
years.

RAY ROBERT  
CASANOVER
April 23, 1945 –  
October 15, 2021

Ray Casanover, age 76 
of Gatesville, passed away 
peacefully, surrounded by 
friends and family on Oc-
tober 15, 2021 at Coryell 
Health in Gatesville.

Graveside services will be 
2:00 p.m Saturday, October 
23, 2021 at Restland Cem-
etery in Gatesville. Visita-
tion with the family will be 
5-7 p.m. Friday, October 
22, 2021 at Scott’s Funeral 
Home.

Ray Robert Casanover was 
born in Houston on April 
23, 1945. Ray was one of 
seven children born to Wil-
ton Casanover and Rosalie 
Kridner Casanover of Hous-
ton. Ray attended school at 
Sam Houston, until he was 
drafted into the Army on Oc-

tober 28, 1965. He went on 
to serve in the Vietnam War, 
until his honorable discharge 
on August 3, 1967. During 
his service he earned several 
medals including the Na-
tional Defense Service medal, 
Vietnam Campaign Service 
Medal, Expert Rifle M14, 
Sharpshooter Pistol 45, and 
many others.

After his service, Ray con-
tinued his education and 
went on to receive his Mas-
ter Electricians License. He 
worked for several compa-
nies both on and off shore 
as a Maintenance Electri-
cian. On June 27, 1975, he 
married the Love of his Life, 
Susan Jeanette Smallwood. 
In 1985, Ray and his fam-
ily moved to Gatesville and 
started City Electric and Sup-
ply and The Tater Patch Fam-
ily Restaurant. After serving 
the Gatesville community 
for four years as a business 
owner, Ray went to work for 
TDCJ at the Hilltop Unit, as a 
Master Electrician and Area 
Maintenance Electrician. He 
retired from TDCJ in 2001 
and dedicated the rest of 
his life to his wife, children, 
and grandchildren. Ray was 
a wonderful story teller, a 
natural comedian, an amaz-
ing teacher and an all-around 
“Jack of All Trades”. Ray was 
an avid player of Luck, he 
also enjoyed horse racing, 
casinos, bingo, Jacks or bet-
ter and of course his scratch 

offs. He also loved to teach 
others how to play poker, 
but it is suspected that he 
may have let people win. Ray 
loved working with his hands 
and loved making home 
improvements, he was also 
at home in the kitchen and 
made chicken fried steak and 
pecan pie that were matched 
by none. He also enjoyed 
fishing, watching “Let’s Make 
a Deal”, “MASH” and just sit-
ting for hours on the back 
porch sharing tales from the 
Good Ole Days.

Ray was preceded in death 
by his siblings, Wilton (Billy), 
Thomas (Tommy), Charles, 
Cecil, Joyce Ward, and his 
wife, Susan Casanover.

Ray is survived by his sis-
ter, Mary Wilson of Splendo-
ra; daughter, Virginia Renee 
James of Round Rock; sons, 
Trey Casanover and wife, 
Terri of Eagletown, Oklaho-
ma, Patrick Casanover and 
wife, Frances of Gatesville; 
five grandchildren, Tyler, 
Tate, Joshua, Logan and 
Braelynn; many nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, and extended 
family.

Those who wish to remem-
ber Ray in a special way, the 
family is requesting in lieu 
of flowers, that donations be 
made to The Boys and Girls 
Club of Gatesville, TX 2533 
E. Main Street, Gatesville, TX 
76528.

OBITUARIES
RHONDA NELL  
EARL TORRES
July 25, 1966 - Oct. 14, 
2021

Rhonda Nell Earl Tor-
res, age 55 of Fort Worth, 
passed away on Thursday, 
Oct. 14, 2021, at a Fort 
Worth Hospital.

Funeral services will be 
held at 10:00 a.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 23 at Scott’s 
Funeral Home Chapel in 
Gatesville, with Charlie 
Gilmore officiating. Burial 
will follow at Restland 
Cemetery in Gatesville. The 
family will receive visitors 
one hour prior to services 
at the funeral home.

Rhonda was born on July 
25, 1966, to the late Rufus 
Henry Earl and Juanell 
Gilmore Earl, in Fort Worth. 
She grew up in Fort Worth, 
graduating from Castle-
berry High School in 1984. 

She then attended ju-
nior college in Fort Worth 
Texas, graduating with two 
Associate Degrees in Busi-
ness Administration. She 
married Michael Torres 
and together they raised 
his children, Christina and 
J. R. (John) Torres. Rhonda 
worked at Home Depot 
for fourteen years in Fort 
Worth. She loved her job 
and customers, always 
greeting them with her 
beautiful smile and a sweet 
hello.

Rhonda was a beautiful 
girl that loved her Gilmore 
family! The family would 
come to Turnersville and 
stay the weekends, some-
times staying for a couple 
of weeks. She loved having 
this special time with her 
mama and daddy, com-
ing down and visiting with 
everyone around Turner-
sville. She talked of going 
down to Hazel Latham’s 
home and visiting with 
Hazel, eating cookies. She 
loved going to their place 
on Cave Creek with her be-
loved granddaddy, Doug-
las Gilmore, and check-
ing the cows and riding 
around the place. Rhonda 
and her daddy Rufus, also 
spent many hours on the 
Cave Creek place. One of 
her fondest memories is 
when her daddy let her 
drive down in the bottom 
by herself and she ran into 

the fence. She told him 
what happened, and he 
took her down there with 
fencing supplies and she 
had to fix it herself! Spe-
cial friends and caregiv-
ers, Christina Chavez and 
Sam Dickson loved taking 
care of her. They included 
Rhonda in their daily life 
and holiday celebrations. 
With tears in their eyes, 
Christina said, “she was 
a part of our family” and 
Sam said, “she was a sweet 
and special lady”. Rhonda 
always had a smile on her 
face and sweet words for 
everyone she met.

Rhonda was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Dr. Rufus Henry Earl and 
Juanell Gilmore Earl.

She is survived by step-
children, Christina Torres 
and J. R. (John) Torres; spe-
cial friends and caregivers, 
Christina Chavez and Sam 
Dickens, Daniel Stevens; 
and many cousins and ex-
tended family that loved 
her dearly.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests memori-
als to be made in Rhonda’s 
name to the Scottish Rite 
for Children, https://se-
cure3.convio.net/tsrh/
site/Donation, or Turner-
sville Community Center, 
P.O. Box 701, Gatesville, TX 
76528.
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Houses for Sale
 

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row clear-
ing, culverts. Small jobs ok. Ben 
Roberts, 254-248-4707 or 254-
865-5754. 00028817

 

Position available for RV Park 
Manager: We are seeking a re-
liable, outgoing, motivated, 
self-starter to join our exciting 
Safari team. Applicants must be 
someone with organization and 
business skills that can provide 
excellent customer service and 
loves animals. Responsibilities 
include making reservations, 
checking in/out guests, coordi-
nating timesheets for staff, mar-
keting, day-to-day operations, 
tracking inventory, maintaining 
the high standards of cleanliness 
throughout the RV Park, provid-
ing assistance with renting and 
collecting payments on additional 
commercial and residential prop-
erties around the area.  Pro cient 
computer skills required. Week-
end work required. Part-time and 
full-time positions are available.
Send resumes to: jtdrennan@

oakcrestmgmt.com   00028783
 

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!!!
—Team members with roo ng 
sheet metal experience
—Team members with roo ng 
experience (i.e. BUR/Shingle/
Mod-bit/Single Ply)
—Laborers
—Metal Framers
Must be open minded and willing 
to learn! Must be able to work 
when required and work out of 
town when needed on rare occa-
sions.
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DRUG TEST AND PHYSICAL 
and BACKGROUND CHECK 
TO OBTAIN ACCESS TO MIL-
ITARY BASES .
Valid Drivers license and clear 
driving record a plus!
CONTACT JOHNSON ROOF-
ING AT 254-662-5571 OR VIA 
EMAIL LFULLER@JROOF.

COM   00028804

All positions available at meat 
processing plant. Apply in person 
at Hamilton Quality Meats, 1205 
S. Rice, Hamilton, TX. For more 
info., call 254-386-4646. 00028811
 

Coryell County Sheriff’s Of ce is 
currently accepting applications 
for communications of cers/dis-
patchers and jailers. High school 
diploma required. Must pass 
background check. Pick up and 
return application at the Coryell 

County Sheriff’s Of ce. 00028820
 

In-home caregiver for elderly 
couple needed on weekends. 5+ 
years experience preferred. Re-
tired RN/RNA/CNA welcome. 
Competitive rate. Comfortable 
workplace. Call Laura at 713-
628-0383.  00028865

Staff accountant needed for lo-
cal accounting  rm.  Bachelor’s 
degree in accounting required.  
CPA or CPA candidate preferred.  
Candidate should have experi-
ence preparing business and in-
dividual tax returns, bookkeeping 
and  nancial statement prepa-
ration.  Working knowledge of 
Quickbooks and Excel required.  
Knowledge of Lacerte a plus.  
Advancement possible. Send re-
sume to:  Applicant, Box 721, 

Gatesville, TX  76528. 00028832

First United Methodist Church of 
Gatesville is seeking quali ed in-
dividuals to apply for the position 
of Church Secretary/Of ce Man-
ager. Great interpersonal skills, a 
working knowledge of Microsoft 
Publisher and Of ce 2013 is a 
must. A working knowledge of 
all social media platforms is also 
required. Individuals interested in 
applying should send resume to 
2600 E. Main Street, Gatesville, 
T X 76528.  00028871

045

Services

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC: Mowing, land-
scaping, brush clearing, trash 
clean up/haul off, Ospho Prime 
& Painting for Pipe Fence. John 
Capella, 254-216-3684. Licensed 

& Insured. 00028609

Ashley’s Landscaping & 
Services:

Mowing, Landscaping, Tree 
Trimming, Pressure Washing, 
Handyman Services, Holiday 
Decorating & Christmas Light 
Installation. 254-239-8842. 
John 3:16. Like us - Facebook

TREE WORKS Tree Service: 
tree trimming, removal & stump 
grinding. Free estimates. Call 

Lloyd,  (254)223-3287. 00028815

060

Garage Sale

25 CENT SALE Tues, 10/26 
- Sat, 10/30! The Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. Main. 
Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-5p.m. & 
Saturday, 9a.m.-3p.m.  00028803

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE: 604 Fieldstone Dr., Sat., 
Oct. 23, 7:30 -? Items include 
clothes, military items, house-
hold items, and some furniture. 
NO Early Birds.  00028862

2-Family Yard Sale: kid’s clothes 
and much more. Saturday, 7am-
Noon, 106 Austin St.  00028869

Saturday, 7:30-2:30, 401 Old 
Fort Gates Rd. Furniture, older 
items, decorations, clothes, lawn 
& garden items.  00028870

I BUY HOUSES, 
LOTS AND ACREAGE.

 CASH OFFERS, 
ANY CONDITION. 

254-644-3090. 

078

Apartments

1BR/1BA: $480/mo.
2BR/1BA: $555-675/mo.
2BR/2BA: $875/mo.
**********
Bob Brown Apartments
Of ce: 865-2602/248-1016
2504A E. Main St., 1-5pm 
00028818
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Public Notices

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that origi-
nal Letters Testamentary for the 
Estate of Patrick Oliver Richard-
son, Deceased, were issued on 
9-16-21, in Cause No. 21-10521, 
pending in the County Court at 
Law of Coryell County, Texas, 
to: Ronni Kay Parsons.

All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently be-
ing administered are required to 
present them to the undersigned 
within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o: Ronni Kay Parsons
Estate of Patrick Oliver Richard-
son 
315 Barber Drive
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522

DATED the 30th day of Septem-
ber, 2021.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Ronni Kay Parsons
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hotmail.
com  00028868

NOTICE OF SALE: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
BY HORNET STORAGE II OF 
GATESVILLE, TX TO THE 
FOLLOWING PERSONS, 

#12 Bianca Rivera
#28 Shawn Gage

THAT ON THE 29TH DAY 
OF OCTOBER, 2021 AT 10:00 
AM AT 322 FM 107, GATES-
VILLE, TX. THE GOODS IN 
YOUR UNIT WILL BE SOLD 
IN ORDER TO SATISFY 
YOUR STORAGE LEIN AS 
SET FORTH BY TEXAS LAW. 
THIS IS THE 20TH DAY OF 

OCTOBER, 2021.  00028872

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that origi-
nal Letters Testamentary for the 
Estate of Dennis Michael John-
ston, Deceased, were issued on 
October 14, 2021,  in Cause No. 
21-10461, pending in the County 
Court at Law of Coryell County, 
Texas, to: Suzette Vlaovich.

All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently be-
ing administered are required to 
present them to the undersigned 
within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr.

       Attorney at Law

       109 S. 7th Street

       Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 15th day of October, 
2021.

Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney for Suzette Vlaovich
State Bar No.:  16058500
109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas  76528
Telephone:  (254) 865-8475
Facsimile:  (254) 865-5274
E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.com  
00028873For complete job descriptions and applications, 

visit www.hamiltonhospital.org or contact 400 N. Brown, 

Hamilton, TX, 254-386-1600
humanresources@hamiltonhospital.org. EOE

NOW HIRING
HOSPITALHOSPITAL
� Staff Accountant – FT

� Housekeeper – PRN 

� Cook – FT &  PRN

� Lab Registration Clerk – FT

� MLT – FT & PRN

� Registered Nurse or LVN (Nights) – FT

� Scheduled Outpatient Procedure RN – FT

� Admissions Clerk (Sat & Sun) – PT

� Admissions Clerk – FT

� Respiratory Therapist – PRN

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTEMERGENCY DEPARTMENT
� Registered Nurse (Nights) – FT

EMSEMS
� Paramedic – FT & PRN

RHCRHC
� LVN – PT/FT

� CMA – FT

SOLUTIONS BEHAVIORAL HEALTHSOLUTIONS BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
� PMHNP – FT

SURGERYSURGERY
� Registered Nurse – FT & PRN

WELLNESS CENTERWELLNESS CENTER
� Fitness Instructor – PT

Come Enjoy: 
Competitive salaries, paid time off, health, dental, vision and supplemental 
insurance, ſtness center memDership, educationreimDursement, holidays, 

matching 457B retirement program, and employee discounts.

Quintero Engineering, LLC 

A local land surveying and civil engineering company

We are seeking to hire a
Land Surveying

Rodman/Instrument Man
Entry level Sosition on a ¿eld creZ assisting a 
Party CreZ Chief, Serforming surveying duties.

Ideal candidates are self-motivating, eager to learn and follow 
direction. Applicants must have experience, a valid driver 
license and must be able to pass a drug screening test.

Great benefits including:

• Medical, dental, 401k and vacation.
• Salary competitive and compensation 
   commensurate with experience.

Email Resume to:  ktang@quinteroeng.com

APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM
For more info. call Administrator Michael Beasley, 254-865-7575

Nursing Positions are Full Time, 12 Hour Shifts:
• CNA – 6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am
• Nurse – 6am - 6pm or 6pm - 6am
• PRN Also Available

Other Positions Available:
• Dietary Aide – 1pm - 7:30pm or 6am - 1pm 
• Housekeeping – 6:30am - 2:30pm

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

110 Chicktown Rd.
*atesYille� T;}}�����

oII: ����� �0����00
Iax: ����� ��������

RN Unit Manager: FT 
RN or LVN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and Nursing:  
Licensed in Texas or a compact license.
CMA/CNA: FT � 0Xst Ee a CertiÞed 0edication $ide Ior Texas and mXst 
maintain a CertiÞed 1Xrse $ide Ior Texas
CNA/NA: FT t 'a\ 	 1iJht 6hiIts aYailaEle

BeneÞts Offered:
CompetitiYe compensation s 3aid 9acation s 6ick time accrXal s 0atchinJ ���% inYestments

TXition ReimEXrsement s +ealth� 'ental� LiIe and 6Xpplemental ,nsXrances
EOE

Please go to our website: www.CoryellHealth.org for summary of posted jobs.
,I \oX haYe a Jreat attitXde� loYe helpinJ people and want to Ee part oI a TXalit\ 

team� appl\ in person or download an application Irom oXr weE site:
E�mail Xs: hXmanresoXrces#cor\ellhealth.orJ

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288

Assisted Living:  CNA – FT, Days and nights
Cardiopulmonary:  RRT or CRT FT Nights and PRN Days
Coryell Health Home Health: RN Case Manager – FT � PCA PRN - for Gatesville, 
Evant and Copperas Cove 
Coryell Health General Surgery Clinic: RN – FT � LVN – FT � CCMA-Medical 
Assistant – FT 
Culinary: Cook or Cook $ssistant t FT Food +andlers CertiÞcation preIerred s 'ish 
Washer - FT
ED: **RN – FT 7p to 7a
EMS:  **Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – FT � **EMT – PRN or FT 
ICU: **RN – FT Days & Nights
Laboratory: Medical Lab Tech – FT or PRN. Night Shift 
Material Management: Housekeeper – FT
Med Surg: **RN – FT/PRN Days & Nights � LVN- FT/PRN Days & Nights � CNA – FT 
Days and Nights � LSW – Care Transition Coordinator – PRN 
Radiology: CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological Technologist – PRN � Cath Lab Tech - PRN
Surgery:  PACU**RN – FT � Cert Central Sterile Tech - PRN  

**SIGN ON BONUS OFFERED: 
Coryell Health Hospital Nursing sign on bonus for RN’s in these Departments: 

ICU & ED $20,000, Med Surg $15,000 and Surgery $10,000 
requires a 1 year agreement.

EMS sign on bonus of $8000.00 for Paramedic and $4000.00 for EMT

BeneÞts Offered:
� Competitive compensation � Paid Vacation & Sick Leave � Matching 457B investments

� Tuition Reimbursement � Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances

EOE.

Please go to: www.CoryellHealth.org for summary of posted jobs. 
If you have a great attitude, love helping people and want to be part of a quality 

team, apply in person or download an application from the web site.
E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”
BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

9.24 acres in just south of Pearl, TX in Coryell County in Cross Timber Subdivi-
sion. The property has had the cedar removed & is ready to build on, scattered 
tree cover, nice views & paved county road. $101,640.

9.97 acres southwest of Gatesville in King Ranch Subdivision. The property has 
good tree cover with rolling terrain and nice home site. The property has a water 
meter and electricity running along the north boundary. $139,500

10.01 acres east of Evant, Stone Creek Ranch Subdivision, great tree cover, 
good elevation to build a home overlooking Langford Branch. The property also 
has a second branch that runs along the east side of the property with rock bluffs 
along the branch. Electricity is at the property; you would need to drill a water 
well for water. $199,900

14.188 Acres 3 Br 2 Ba Brick Home, Hamilton County, TX 11066 FM 932, 
Jonesboro ISD. The property is open with several barns & outbuilding. $192,500

14.89 acres east of Evant, TX, located on CR 160.  good tree cover & rolling 
terrain. Known as Lots 66 & 67 in the Indian Creek Ranch Subdivision, $150,000

16 acres 4 miles east of Evant, Hwy 84 Frontage, electric on property, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain. $184,000.

19 acres Pearl, TX that goes upon Pearl Mountain that has an elevation of 1320 
ft. above sea level. The property has approx. 140 ft. of change in Elevation with 
great views looking to the west. The property has good tree cover with and FM 
1690 road frontage. Multi County Water meter is available, and electric is at the 
road. $295,500

22 acres north of Purmela, TX, CR 102 & FM 932, has good tree cover, rolling 
terrain, electricity at the road, & water meter is available, good views to the 
southwest, Jonesboro ISD. $253,000

23 acres north of Purmela, TX, CR 102, good tree cover, rolling terrain, electric-
ity at the road & a water meter is available, Jonesboro ISD $264,500

24.85 +/- acres south of Evant, TX in Lampasas County. barn, 1 stock pond & 
scattered tree cover with good views. $310,625

25.051 acres east of Evant, Tx in Indian Creek Subdivision, water well, 1 por-
table building with electric, roll-up door and a shower, small shed that is used for 
outdoor kitchen. Indian Creek running through the property with 60 ft. of change 
in elevation, good tree cover. $315,000

29 acres south of Pearl, TX in Coryell County on Blakely Rd. rolling terrain, 
good tree cover. South Bee House creek runs through the property, great views. 
$275,500

37.28 acres east of Evant, Tx in Indian Creek Subdivision, Indian Creek runs 
through the property, 60 ft. of change in elevation, good tree cover, $466,000

43 acres 3 Br 2 Ba brick home, detached garage, barn-workshop & 1 wa-
ter well, open floor plan, granite counter tops, vaulted ceilings, 8 ft. front porch 
across the front & back of the house, wood burning stove, well-maintained yard 
& a rain harvest system at the barn, rolling terrain with scattered tree cover. 
$625,000

74.7 acres west of Purmela, FM 1241, barn, cattle pens, good fences, nice 
view, centrally located. $511,695.

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch that run through the property, barn that is approx. 38 ft. x 42 ft. in size 
with a rain harvest system that collects rain water from the roof of the barn. Elec-
tricity is along the property line in the northwest corner of the property $743,775

115.59 acres north of Purmela, TX, Coryell County. Rolling terrain, good tree 
cover, great views. 1 tank, small seasonal creek along the north boundary, 20 ft. 
storage contain. $795,000

166.94 acres east of Hamilton, TX. The ranch is secluded with a nice 2 Br 1 
Ba frame home with a windmill water well, small equipment barn, grain bin & 2 
stock tanks. The property has rolling terrain with scattered tree cover. $749,000

179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. Multi-County Water & City of 
Gatesville have water line running down the front of the property on FM 116. 
$1,230,000

210 acres Cow House Creek, Langford Branch & Indian Creek. The property 
has approx. 150 acres of Farmland, nice home site & Fiber Optic Internet service 
is available. The property is just east of Evant, TX $1,470,000.
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Help Wanted

HONEY’S ROOFING LLC
Residential and Commercial
Complete Re-Roofs and Re-
pairs. Fully Insured. Insurance 
Assistance. 254-662-9900 or 
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, Tex-
ture, Flooring, Windows, 
Sheetrock, Porches, Add 
Ons, Metal Buildings, Trash 
Haul Off and Dump Trailer 
Rental. 254-383-3305 or 254-
404-3367.  00028812

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company serv-
ing all Central Texas area. 
Commercial and Residential. 
Free Estimates, 254-466-5128

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-off 

container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, Residen-
tial, Corrals, Automatic Solar 
Gates, Custom Entryways & 
Gates, Welding Projects. John 
Hunt, Owner, (254)248-2613

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, barns, 
fence row clearing, metal build-
ings, residential & game fenc-
ing, solar gate openers, dozer 
work. Free estimates. Larry 
Riddle, 254-248-2205;  Joyce 
McAdams, 254-248-4318.

CENTRAL TEXAS RE-
MODELING AND HANDY-
MAN: Tile, sheetrock, paint-
ing, decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, tex-
turing. Cecil Woodson, 254-
216-3835.  00028855
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FOOTBALL NOTEBOOK

Hornets head into stretch run in search of momentum

The team will be guard-
heavy, led by underclassmen 
Kamryn Higginbotham, Ka-
gen Hunt, Aliyah Trotter and 
Kyla Hinojosa.’’

Sophomore Trotter 
showed an excellent shoot-
er’s touch in Wednesday’s 
first workout. She is also a 
solid ballhandler.

The team showed a lot of 
aggressiveness and energy.

Sophomore post Taylor 
Coward showed her skills on 
the low block with her ability 
to make power moves to the 
basket and receiving passes 
from the playmakers.

The Hornets will have 
their first scrimmage Oct. 30 
at Lorena when they go up 
against the Lady Leopards 
and the China Spring Lady 
Cougars.

This year’s assistant coach-
es are Brian Bays and Cynthia 
Moore.

The regular season begins 
Nov. 6 with a trip to Burnet.

The Hornets compete in 
District 6-4A against Lampa-
sas, Glen Rose, Brownwood 
and Stephenville.

This year’s tournaments 
will be in Merkel, Lorena and 
Fairfield.

HOOPS
FROM PAGE A12

tempts, hitting from 21, 39, 
21 and 29 yards.

The Cowboys rallied to 
outscore the Longhorns in 

the fourth quarter, 16-0.
Tanner Brown was born in 

Santa Clarita, California. He 
is a 2018 graduate of Saugus 
High School in Santa Clarita. 
He played two seasons at the 
College of the Canyons be-
fore walking on to play foot-

ball for UNLV in 2020.
He joined Oklahoma State 

and has kicked five field 
goals while the Cowboys 
have raced to a 6-0 start this 
season.

TANNER
FROM PAGE A12

They play at Glen Rose and 
Stephenville to wrap up the 
regular season.

The Stephenville match is 
Tuesday, Oct. 26.

Evant volleyball drops 
match

Evant lost 25-22, 25-15, 
25-14 to Hico on the road 
Tuesday.

Emiliegh Burton paced the 
Elks with 12 kills.

The senior also had two 
service aces, four blocks and 

eight digs.
Caeleigh Burkham added 

six digs and three kills.
Luwi Rodriguez had two 

assists and six digs.
Other dig leaders were 

Bree Ramirez with six, Izzy 
Gandy 10 and Hailey Neri 
eight.

DANCE
FROM PAGE A12

Pfaff and Michael Hamil-
ton, as well as color guard 
sponsor Jeanette Collins, 
the band continues to add to 
its trophy case and give stu-
dents a taste of success and 
sustained excellence.

Sanchez, in his sixth year 
leading the GHS band, and 
Victor Garza, in his fourth 
year here, both experienced 
success with the Robinson 
High School band — known 
for decades as one of the top 
marching bands in Texas — 
before coming to Gatesville.

GHS is in a highly competi-
tive region in which not only 
Robinson but China Spring 
have won honor band recog-
nition in recent years, which 
Sanchez said is the band 
equivalent of winning a state 
championship. He aspires to 
meet and exceed that level of 
excellence in Gatesville.

With about 100 members, 
the band’s performance dur-

ing football games is a high-
light for many community 
members, and that is where 
most Gatesville residents 
see the band. But behind 
the scenes, countless hours 
of practice that begin in the 
sweltering heat of summer 
and extend well into the 
chilly weather of fall is what 
leads to the band’s success.

The Gatesville band has 
been close before, but is 
still working to enter that 
elite company of bands that 
compete at the state level. If 
the GHS band excels during 
area competition, it could 
advance to state competition 
at the Alamodome in San An-
tonio on Nov. 10.

“We are constantly seeking 
perfection, and tell the band 
that every day is an opportu-
nity to be the best version of 
themselves,” Sanchez said. 
“We put a lot on the kids, but 
at the end of the day this is 
their program.

“None of the UIL trophies 
here have the band director’s 
names on them, and that 
may seem unusual to some 
programs. Yes, we helped 
them earn it but this is about 
them and what they have 
accomplished. We are just 
working alongside them to 
help them get there.”

While Robinson and China 
Spring have longstanding 
traditions, they are far from 

the only top bands Gatesville 
competes against.

“Region 8 is super com-
petitive,” Sanchez said. 
“There are a lot of bands that 
are outstanding, including 
Kennedale, Springtown and 
Fredericksburg. If we get to 
the state level, we’ll compete 
against Melissa and they 
have an indoor practice facil-
ity.”

Band directors form 
a tight-knit community, 
spending a lot of hours 
working with students to 
help them reach their po-
tential. Beyond all the hours 
Sanchez himself devotes 
to band, his wife Alexa is 
a band director at Midway 

High School, and they have 
twin 1-year-olds.

The directors rely on the 
student leadership team to 
help set the tone for success 
and challenge their fellow 
band members to always do 
their best.

“The leadership team is re-
ally strong — the kids have 
to audition for that and build 
a resume,” Sanchez said. “We 
also want them to build life 
skills while they participate 
in band.”

Senior drum majors Chris 
Johnson and Jozy Jackson 
are at the forefront of pro-
viding strong student leader-
ship, Sanchez said.

This year’s production for 
the GHS band is “Royal,” with 
the theme of a young prin-
cess being elevated to queen 
and the various trials and 
challenges she faces. There 
is a combination of pop and 
classical music in the perfor-
mance, as well as plenty of 
royal pageantry.

“This show is very much 
about taking our audience 

on a journey,” Sanchez 
said. “Band has changed so 
much in the last five to 10 
years. For me, the focus has 
been on sounding good and 
marching well. But these 
days it is so much more than 
that. Now it’s also about the 
pageantry and about provid-
ing really engaging visuals. 
The assistant directors and 
the students have helped me 
adjust to those changes.”

As for the band’s success, 
Sanchez said that behind the 
scenes the parents and band 
boosters play a vital role.

“Their support is truly 
outstanding,” he said. “The 
amount of time and energy 
they spend is incredible and 
it’s definitely appreciated. 
We wouldn’t be able to do 
what we do without them.”

BAND
FROM PAGE A12

BY MARK GOODSON

Staff Writer

Gatesville High School’s 
football team is heading into 
the final three games of the 
regular season looking for 
some momentum.

The Hornets need to pull 
off at least two wins to clinch 
a playoff spot. They need to 
win all three to avoid facing 
defending state champion 
Carthage in the first round.

District 9-4A, Division II is 
led by China Spring and Sal-
ado. They met Friday night 
with both undefeated in the 
league after two games.

The other four teams are 
in a battle for the final two 

playoff berths.
The Hornets will have two 

road games with Robin-
son and Jarrell sandwiched 
around a home game with 
Waco Connally.

Through seven games, the 
Hornets offense has been led 
by senior quarterback Wes-
ley Brown. Brown has thrown 
for 597 yards and rushed for 
532 yards.

He has completed 52 of 
99 passes for 11.5 yards per 
reception.

He has two touchdown 
passes and three intercep-
tions.

He has eight rushing 
touchdowns.

Carson Brizendine leads 

GHS in receptions with 29 
for 272 followed by Trevor 
Smith with 21 for 128. The 
receivers have one touch-
down reception apiece.

Hayden Mooney has 145 
tackles to lead the defense. 
Thiele Alvarado follows with 
72, while Mason Mooney has 
68 and Lawson Mooney has 
66. Lawson Mooney has had 
two fumble recoveries, and 
Cooper Sutton also has two.

Jacob Baker leads GHS in 
interceptions with two. 

A special night for Gates-
ville Youth Hornet Football 
is scheduled for 6-7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 2 at 
Tommy Davidson Field at 
McKamie Stadium.

All Gatesville youth 
football players (flag and 
tackle football) are invited 
to attend along with their 
teams and coaches. Play-
ers are encouraged to wear 
their team uniforms.

All current seventh and 
eighth grade football play-
ers will be in attendance, 

too.
The big run-through 

Hornet helmet will be set 
up and all teams/kids in 
attendance will get to run 
through the helmet with 
their teams starting at 
around 6 p.m.

Parents will be allowed 
on the field to take pic-
tures, during this time as 
well.

There will be some Hor-
net high school football 
players there signing auto-
graphs and taking pictures 

with kids throughout the 
night.

Admission is free.
At about 6:30 p.m., ju-

nior high teams that don’t 
have a game that week will 
hold an intrasquad scrim-
mage.

“We look forward to 
sharing this night with the 
community and celebrat-
ing football in Gatesville,’’ 
junior high coach Graig 
Keeton said.

Special night slated for youth football

The Gatesville band has been close before, but is still working to 

enter that elite company of bands that compete at the state level. If the 

GHS band excels during area competition, it could advance to state 

competition at the Alamodome in San Antonio on Nov. 10.
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ADDING ACCOLADES: The Gatesville High School Marching Band got affirmation as one of the best bands in a very competitive region.
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GHS Marching Band earns superior rating

Brown scores 12 
points in OSU’s win 
over Longhorns
BY MARK GOODSON
Staff Writer

Oklahoma State University place-kicker Tanner 
Brown booted four field goals, including the one that 
put the Cowboys ahead for good with 3:36 left in game, 
Saturday in their 32-24 victory over the Texas Long-
horns in Austin.

Brown’s parents are Brian Brown (Gatesville) and Ve-
ronica Brown. Veronica Brown is a former Baylor Uni-
versity track athlete. Tanner Brown’s grandmother, Bar-
bara Herndon of Gatesville, attended the game.

Brown was perfect on all four of his field goal at-

‘Break’ dance:  
Hornets enjoy open 
date in schedule
BY MARK GOODSON
Staff Writer

The Gatesville Hornets utilized a rare open date in 
the middle of district play to hold a dance contest 
Tuesday.

The junior class won the fun-filled activity between 
members of the Lady Hornets volleyball team.

The team members split up among grade levels for 
the event.

The girls sported some different looks ranging from 
skirts to sun glasses to simple workout shirts.

The Hornets are in the stretch run for the playoffs. 

GATESVILLE BASKETBALL

Hornets show depth at guard early

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Staff Writer

C
ontinuing a tradition of excel-

lence while also striving to 

reach the next level, the Gates-

ville High School Marching 

Band earned a superior rating 

at the area contest for the eighth consecu-

tive year.

The outstanding performance at the 

regional contest at Panther Stadium in 

Hewitt earned the GHS band a trip to the 

area round at The Pfield in Pflugerville on 

Oct. 30.

Under the leadership of band director Jose San-
chez and assistant directors Victor Garza, Lindsey 

BY MARK GOODSON
Staff Writer

Punctual and ready was the tone 
on Wednesday for the Gatesville 
High School girls basketball team’s 
first official day of workouts.

The team opened the day at 6 
a.m. with 20 girls having their ini-
tial tryouts for the varsity.

“It was a good day,’’ said Gates-
ville coach Ryan Ocheskey, who 
is entering his third season over 
the girls program. “They came in 
ready. This year we want them not 
just being on time, but to be here 

15 minutes ahead of the time you 
are supposed to be here. They did 
that and they did some stretching 
and got mentally ready to go. I was 
impressed.’’

The team did some dribble drills 
early and then held a pickup scrim-
mage.

Ocheskey explained to the girls 
what he was looking for from them 
in the first workout.

This year’s team is young, with 
post McKenzie Feldman being the 
only senior.

Ocheskey said the roster spots 
are wide-open. He said the success 

of the team will 
rely on how they 
come together.

“It’s going to 
be an interesting 
year,’’ he said. 
“We’re not go-
ing to be taller 
than most of the 
teams we play.’’

Playing smart 
basketball and 

relying on fundamentals will be im-
portant.

EARLY DRILL:  
The Hornets girls 
basketball team 
are young with 
roster spots up 
for grabs. Kagen 
Hunt, right, drives 
to the basket  
during a drill.

MARK GOODSON | 
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Ocheskey
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HIGHLIGHT OF 
THE GAME: For 
many at Hornets 
football games, 
the 100-member 
ensemble’s perfor-
mances  can be the 
highlight of their 
evening. 

PLEASE SEE TANNER | A11 PLEASE SEE DANCE | A11

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

A BIT OF FUN: Andrea Ortiz  gets in the groove Tuesday.
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