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QUESTION  
& ANSWER CORNER
Q: When did train service end in 

Gatesville? 

A: The last train ran to Gates-

ville on November 14, 1972. 

Two days later, the Cotton Belt 

Railroad company abandoned 

the line they had between Lime 

City and Gatesville.

Noble

Former trooper shines in new role at school

Inmate dies in Coryell County Jail on August 26
BY KRISTEN MERIWETHER
Staff Writer

An inmate died in the Coryell 
County jail on Aug. 26, mark-
ing the first in-custody death 
at the jail since 2017. 

Castlee Noble, 55, was found 
dead in his cell early Thursday 
morning. Noble had been in 
the Coryell County Jail since 

June 24 on a felony charge of 
continuous trafficking of a 
person. His bail had been set at 
$1 million, a price that led to 
multiple protests outside the 
jail following his booking. 

It was reported in June that 
Noble was arrested along with 
seven others in a human traf-
ficking and drug sting involv-
ing multiple local law enforce-

ment agencies. Noble was in 
jail awaiting trial. 

“My heart goes out to the 
family. It’s a very tragic event,” 
Sheriff Scott Williams told the 
Messenger in an interview on 
Aug. 26. “I’ve been around Mr. 
Noble several times and he’s 
been nothing but polite.”

Lee Ford Sr., who was No-
ble’s legal guardian, said he 

stopped by the jail on Thurs-
day morning around 8:30 a.m. 
to visit Noble and was notified 
of his death. 

“They didn’t notify me (be-
fore). I just happened to go 
visit,” Ford said in an interview 
with the Messenger on Aug. 26.

Ford said he last visited with 
Noble on Aug. 19 and said No-
ble was distraught about being 

locked up, saying he wanted to 
get out.

“His state of mind wasn’t too 
good,” Ford said.

Ford said his daughter tried 
to visit Noble on Aug. 24 but 
was refused twice. Ford said 
a nurse told his daughter that 
Noble had not been eating for 
five or six days, was not taking 
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Gatesville Police Department School Resource Officer Gary Stiles holds open a door for a Gatesville Elementary School student.

BY KRISTEN MERIWETHER
Staff Writer

When the students at Gatesville El-
ementary arrive and leave school every 
morning and afternoon Sergeant Gary 
Stiles is there to meet them. Rain or 
shine, record heat or frigid cold, he 
opens the car door and greets both stu-
dent and parent.

The School Resource Officer is in full 
police uniform, service pistol holstered 

by his side, with his marked police 
cruiser parked nearby. But the students 
don’t see him as a threat. 

Giles isn’t seen as a big, bad offi-
cer who punishes kids for making a 
mistake. Instead the kids see Giles as 
someone who asks how they are doing, 
shows interest in what they are having 
for lunch and is someone who the kids 
can go to when trouble arises.

“We are building relationships with 
kids and their families who have never 

had a positive interaction with a police 
officer in uniform,” Stiles said in an 
Aug. 27 interview with the Messenger. 
“It’s a completely different approach to 
law enforcement.”

For Stiles, the change has been a com-
plete 180 from his previous 30 years 
in law enforcement. For decades as an 
investigator with the Texas Highway 
Patrol Stiles saw people at their worst, 
arresting drug dealers, investigating 
child predators and working fatal car 
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Bills going into 
effect on Sept. 1
BY KRISTEN MERIWETHER
Staff Writer

The 87th Texas Legislature passed 666 bills dur-
ing its session that will go into effect on Sept. 1. Here 
are some of the most important laws and how they 
will impact residents. A full list of all the laws can be 
found at capitol.texas.gov under the reports tab.

HB1927: Firearm Carry Act of 2021
Texans over the age of 21 will be able to legally 

carry a handgun in public without obtaining a state-
issued license. The handgun can be carried openly or 
concealed. 

To legally possess a handgun Texans must not 
have not been convicted in the previous five years of 
assault causing bodily injury, deadly conduct, ter-
roristic threats or illegally discharging a firearm in a 
public place or displaying a firearm in a manner cal-
culated to alarm.

Guns are still prohibited in places like schools, 
courthouses, bars, hospitals and amusement parks. 
Private business owners can choose to not allow 
guns to be carried in their establishments. 

Anyone caught carrying a handgun in restricted 
locations are subject to a Class A misdemeanor or 
third-degree felony if they refuse to leave after being 
given a notice. 

Texas is the 21st state to pass a Constitutional Car-
ry law, according to Texas.gunowners.org.

HB1518: Beer/Wine Sales on Sunday
Residents will no longer have to wait until noon to 

purchase beer and wine in stores on Sundays. The 
new law amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code to 
expand the hours stores can sell beer and wine on 
Sunday to 10 a.m. to midnight. The sale of liquor at 
stores on Sunday is still prohibited.

The law pairs with HB 1024, which passed on May 
12, that permanently allows for alcoholic drinks to 
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National Waffle Day

PHOTO COURTESY HILLSIDE MEDICAL LODGE FACEBOOK PAGE.

A resident at Hillside Medical Lodge enjoys waffles and 
coffee on National Waffle Day, Aug. 25.
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be sold with pick-up and delivery 
orders at restaurants. 

SB8: Texas Heartbeat Act
This bill makes it illegal for a 

doctor to perform or induce an 
abortion on a pregnant woman if 
a fetal heartbeat is detected. Doc-
tors are required to test for the 
heartbeat prior to performing or 
inducing an abortion and a form 
certifying the detection of the 
heartbeat must be filled out. 

An exception can be made for 
a medical emergency but not for 
rape or incest. 

The enforcement of the law will 
not be made by the state. The new 

law allows private citizens to sue 
abortion providers or anyone they 
think assisted a woman in getting 
an abortion or terminating a preg-
nancy. 

The penalty for breaking the law 
is no less than $10,000 plus attor-
ney’s fees.

SB 04: Star Spangled Banner Pro-
tection Act

Professional sports teams with 
contracts with the state of Texas 
will be required to play the Na-
tional Anthem prior to all sport-
ing events. Failure to comply could 
result in the team having to repay 
any money paid to the team by the 
state or lose the ability to contract 
with the state in the future. 

his medication and was sleeping 
under his bed. 

Ford said Noble had a history of 
mental illness and multiple health 
issues, including diabetes and 
high blood pressure, that required 
medication. 

The Messenger reached out to 
the Coryell County Sheriff’s Office 
to confirm Ford’s account, but the 
Sheriff’s Office declined to com-
ment, citing the ongoing investiga-
tion by the Texas Rangers.

The Messenger reached out to 
the Texas Rangers for comment, 
but a spokesperson said the inves-
tigation is ongoing and no details 
would be released at this time.

Thursday morning Sheriff Wil-
liams told the Messenger there 
were no signs of suicide or vio-
lence and Noble did not have any 

signs of COVID prior to his death. 
Williams said Noble was alone in 
his cell at the time of his death. 

Ford said by the time he arrived 
at the jail Thursday morning No-
ble’s body had already been trans-
ported on the way to Dallas for an 
autopsy. 

The family is looking into hiring 
someone to conduct an indepen-
dent autopsy to determine the 
cause of death. 

As of Friday evening, funeral 
arrangements for Noble had not 
been made because the family did 
not have custody of the body. 

This is the first in-custody death 
at the Coryell County Jail since 
Kelli Leanne Page, 46, died on Oct. 
8, 2017. Video showed Page strug-
gling with jailers prior to her death 
and the medical examiner listed 
the manner of death a homicide. 
The family filed a wrongful death 
lawsuit and it is still making its 
way through the courts. 

KRISTEN MERIWETHER | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville Police Department School Resource Officer Gary Stiles gets a hug from a student during af-
ternoon dismissal at Gatesville Elementary School. 

crashes.
“It’s a very negative look 

at everybody, all day, every 
day,” Stiles said.

But as an SRO his job 
is to earn trust with the 
students and help protect 
them, not punish. He also 
helps to train teachers to 
understand signs of abuse 
and prepare for worst-case-
scenario situations like 
school shootings or torna-
dos. 

“It’s the best law enforce-
ment job I’ve had—and I’ve 
worked some pretty good 
ones,” Stiles said. “You are 
here for a positive reason. 
But at the same time, you 
have to be prepared for 
when stuff hits the fan, be-
cause you are the guy who 
will handle everything.” 

The Gatesville Police De-
partment has five SROs, 
one at each school in the 
district. Each SRO’s re-
sponsibilities vary slightly 
based on the age of the 
students. At the primary 
school the SROs are helping 
with carseat safety, while 
at the high school they help 
teach students what to do 
if they get pulled over and 
the dangers of drunk driv-
ing.

At the elementary school 
the SRO’s responsibilities 
are less programatic and 
more about being there for 
the students. Stiles is also 
able to observe changes in 
student behavior that may 
be indicative of abuse or 
neglect and help adminis-
trators with next steps. 

“There is a lot of stuff 
that comes up here that 
school officials will bring 
to me and go over what 
they learned about a kid 
and home life,” Stiles said. 

He can help administra-
tors determine if criminal 
activity is occurring and get 
reports to CPS quicker by 
reporting them through the 
law enforcement number.  

In some instances Stiles 
is the only person the stu-
dent will speak to about 
abuse, the result of being a 
consistent friendly face on 
campus. 

“Gatesville ISD and PD 
recognize that there are is-
sues in our community that 
people think just happen in 
big cities,” GISD Case Man-
ager Christa Hitt said in an 
Aug. 27 interview with the 
Messenger. “But there are 
issues here that we want to 
not only protect our chil-
dren, but we want to give 
the family support to come 
up out of this.”

The SROs on campus can 

help recognize what issues 
a student faces and how 
it effects their ability to 
learn. GISD is able to use 
that information to provide 
wrap-around services to 
students and their fami-
lies. That can be provid-
ing direct support, such as 
meals, or connecting stu-
dents or their family with 
government resources to 
aid in finding jobs, rental 
assistance or mental health 
aid.

“They are not just here 
for students, but here for 
families, for education and 
for the social emotional 
learning,” Hitt said. “If 
they are not socially and 
emotionally healthy, and 
they don’t trust officers, 
then how are we protect-
ing them and meeting their 
needs?”

At the Aug. 23 school 
board meeting Stiles re-
ceived a warm welcome and 
thank you from the board. 
He said he appreciated the 
recognition, but he felt the 
board had it backwards.

“Thank ya’ll. You gave an 
old, retired cop a perfect 
place to be,” Stiles said. “I 
couldn’t be any happier 
than what I am right now. 
It’s a phenomenal job to 
have.”
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Spurfest to be  
held Sept. 18

There will something for ev-
eryone at the 20th edition of 
Spurfest at the Coryell Museum 
and Historical Center Sept. 18. 
The event is free and runs from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Activities will include “Old 
Time Demonstrations,” the 
“Shriners Karem Cowboys,” a 
quilt raffle, fresh churned butter 
and chuck wagon biscuits and 
gravy, and several activities for 
children. There will be vendors 
and music.

Visitors to the museum can 
see antique cars, the soda shop, 
the historic log jail and view a 
large collection of spurs in the 
“Lloyd Mitchell Spur Collection.”

Food vendors can rent a space 
for $60. Non-food spaces cost 
$30 for a spot outside and $40 
for spaces in the air-conditioned 
Gilbreath Room.

For more information, call Hal 
Davidson or Erv Adams at 254-
865-5007, or email to coryellmu-
seumhc@yahoo.com.

Beautiful quilt  
donated for 
Spurfest raffle

The Senior Citizen Center 
quilting ladies have donated a 

beautiful handmade quilt to the 
Coryell Museum to be raffled at 
Spurfest. 

The museum will be selling 
104 tickets at $10 each. Tickets 
can be purchased from museum 
board members or by calling 
254-865-5007. 

Any volunteer interested in 
selling tickets can call Catherine 
Fulton at 254-223-0014. 

The drawing will take place at 
Spurfest Sept. 18.

Best beard 
bragging rights

Gentlemen, ladies and chil-
dren? Prepare to show your 
beards at Sprufest Sept. 18.

Here are the categories:
New beards — Contestants 

must be clean shaven on Satur-
day, Aug. 7.  Come by the Mu-
seum on that day from 10 am-4 
pm or provide us with a selfie 
of your clean shaven face with a 
timestamp (or in front of a news-
paper with that date). 

Existing beards — This will be 
judged on longest, fullest, most 
original, most like Grizzly Ad-
ams, etc.  You can use styling 
tools, beard balm and waxes.

Fake beards — This will be 
open to men, women and chil-
dren. You can be as creative as 
you please.  

Contestants need to be at 
Spurfest to be judged. Times for 

judging will be announced in fu-
ture Messenger articles.

Crime Stoppers 
website, app 
see uptick 
in reporting

Since the inception of the Cen-
tex Crime Stoppers web page 
and mobile app, there has been 
an increase in new tips by more 
than 260%. 

That is an astounding increase 
and it would not be possible 
without the help and continued 
support of our dedicated com-
munities. Remember: if you see 
something, say something.

If you have any information 
about any local crime, call Cen-
tex Crime Stoppers 24 hours a 
day at 1-254-865-8477 (TIPS) 
or visit our website at www. 
Centexcrimestoppers.org or by 
downloading the “P3” mobile 
app available on both the Apple 
app store and Google Play Store. 
You never have to give your 
name, and if your information 
leads to an arrest, you may be 
eligible for a cash reward.

Crime Stoppers, citizens, po-
lice, and the media working to-
gether can make our community 
a safer place to live. Together we 
can make a difference.

The Gatesville Old Time Fid-
dlers Contest is making a return 
appearance Sept. 18 at Gates-
ville’s City Auditorium. 

This Texas Old Time Fiddlers 
Association-sanctioned contest 
will kick off at noon, drawing top 
fiddlers from across the state to 
compete for cash prizes. 

Contestants will compete by 
age in categories ranging from 
under 10 years to 60-pluis. There 
will also be competitions for 
twin fiddles and accompanists, 
with the day culminating in the 
championship round, featuring 
the top fiddlers from the day. 

The ending time is expected to 
be around 6 p.m.,but is depen-

dent on the number of overall 
entries.  

Admission is free and specta-
tors are welcome to come and go 
throughout the day.

The event is presented by the 
City of Gatesville with funding 
for fiddler prizes provided by 
community supporters. If you 
are interested in sponsorship 
opportunities or would like to 
be a supporter with a donation, 
please call Sherry Hopson at 
254-223-3939 or Cheri Shepherd 
at 254-499-0102. You can also 
call them for details about enter-
ing the contest.

  The Old Time Fiddlers Con-
test is one of three free events in 

downtown Gatesville on Septem-
ber 18. 

Residents and visitors are 
encouraged to view the custom 
and classic cars that will line the 
courthouse square during the 
Cruzin Cruzer’s Car Show, visit 
the Coryell Museum for Spurfest 
activities, and drop in to hear 
some good old time fiddle mu-
sic at the auditorium. There will 
also be vendors selling a variety 
of goods at the car show and the 
museum.

Calling contestants for Old Time Fiddlers Contest

INMATE
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2021-2022 varsity cheerleaders

COURTESY PHOTO FROM THE GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL CHEER FACEBOOK PAGE 

The Gatesville High School cheerleaders invite you to cheer on the Hornests this 
season. Shown are back row, from left, Rylee Oliver, Anna Phillips, Georgia Rog-
ers, Michaela High, Marlee Saunders, Kallyn Moreland and Addi Wolff.  Front 
row, from left, Mya Ayers, Chesnea Ford, Ariel Findley, Natalie Fast and, front, 
Kari Dudik (Buzz).

SRO
FROM PAGE 1
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Moore’s Service Center
Hwy. 84 East, Star, TX 76880 • 325-948-3595

Montana hydraulic hammer 

post driver now available at

www.mooresservicecenter.com

Bill Burdett’s Family is Very Thankful!

 The family of John W. (Bill) Burdett would like to thank each and every one of 
you for your visits, calls, texts, flowers, prayers, and the generous donations to the 
scholarship in loving memory of his grandson, John Paul Massingill. We could never 
thank Scott’s Funeral Home enough for their kindness, patience, and excellent care. 
Thank you, Daren Moore, Bill Cole, James Ragsdale, Jamie Ament, and Carl Kietzer, and 
the entire team. You have such servant’s hearts and are doing such a wonderful job in the 
career God has placed you all.

 A very special thank you to Interim Hospice. Jan Lamar you are a God send! Thank 
you for all you did for us and for the “angels” you brought. Thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts Jeanetta, April, Tracy, Chaplains Nate and Kera, and the whole team. We 
thank God for the tender loving care you showed to Bill and the whole family.

 The service was an amazing tribute and honor to Bill. Thank you, Matt Dossey, for 
the passionate and personal message you gave, for your friendship with Bill, and for 
everything you and your family did for us. Matt Massingill, your music could not have 
blessed your grandfather more. The songs you sang were beautiful, and we know it was 
so very difficult for you to do, but you did it because Poppa asked you to. You are a very 
special man of God. Thank you, Dr. Lynn Parks, for your sweet prayers at the service 
and at Bill’s home, the visits, and care you gave to Sue and Bill. Thank you and Eastwood 
Baptist Church for all you did, including the delicious meal.

 Thank you to Dr. Tim Maynard. Our family appreciates beyond words all you have 
done for Bill over the years. We’re grateful for a Godly doctor who spoke many words 
Bill needed to hear.

 The kindness, love, and support from all of you have helped 
our family tremendously in the days before and after Bill’s Home-
going. Our hearts ache terribly at Bill’s passing, but we know he is at 
rest and in God’s Holy Presence. 

 We love you all and thank you again.

God Bless you,

Sue, Kim, Gwen, Angie, and Families

PEARL NEWS

Next Pearl Bluegrass music event set for Sept. 11

Remember also that there 
are 32 full hookups if you 
would like to stay in Pearl 
for a night or more! First 
come, first park so no reser-
vations needed. Thirty amps 
are $20/night, and 50 amps 
are $25/night. Come and en-
joy the beauty and tranquil-
ity of Pearl!

CONDOLENCES
It is with sadness that 

I report that Mrs. Larue 
Oney Crosby passed away 
on Thursday, Aug. 26. Mrs. 
Crosby is a Pearl native and 
still has strong ties to the 
Pearl community. At the 
time of this writing, we do 
not have details about her 
services other than she will 
be buried at the Pearl Cem-
etery. Prayers for her family 
and friends are greatly ap-
preciated.

Prayers for Roy Harris 
Debbie and Roy are greatly 
needed and appreciated. 
We miss them being able to 
come to Pearl, and they miss 
us, too. We are in high hopes 

that Roy will be improving. 
The Harris family stays in 
our prayers.

TRASH SERVICE
As most of you in Pearl 

already know, Ireland Trash 
Service has gone out of busi-
ness. Dry Creek Trash Ser-
vice is the new trash service. 
If you have not heard from 
them yet or if you need to 
contact them, call 254-463-
4988 or email them at dry-
creektrashservice.com.

We have a new event 
scheduled for October. 
Many people will be glad to 
know that the Pearl Cottage 
Bookstore will be hosting a 
“Junk-in-Your-Trunk” event 
on Oct. 9 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on the Pearl Communi-
ty Center grounds. This will 
be held in conjunction with 
Kay Pruett’s Plant and Yard 
sale, which will take place 
at her home on Oct. 8 and 9 
from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. 

Kay has stunning succu-
lents that are always pot-
ted so beautifully! So, mark 

your calendars to pack the 
stuff in your trunk that you 
would like to sell and leave 
room to put succulents and 
other treasure in your back 
seat. Oh, and don’t forget 
to stop by the bookstore to 
buy what you want and pay 
what you want! For more in-
formation, call Linda Ray at 
254-865-9282 or Kay Pruett 
at 254-865-5864.

FISH FRY
This Sunday, Sept. 5, 

will be the annual Atchley 
Fish Fry and Silent Auction 
following the 10:30 a.m. 
service at Pearl Church of 
Christ. The Fish Fry and 
Auction benefit scholar-
ships for His Kids of Lampa-
sas and local scholarships. 
Everyone is invited to at-
tend. Auction items will be-
gin to appear in the church 
dining room and Sunday 
school room around Aug. 
22. Drop by and place your 

bids. Bidding usually closes 
at noon on the day of the 
auction. To donate items, 
call Linda Ray at 254-865-
9282.

The Pearl Cemetery Asso-
ciation is still accepting do-
nations to build a pavilion to 
protect attendees from the 
often-harsh weather condi-
tions during interments and 
services. You may send a 
personal donation or a do-
nation in memory of a loved 
one to Pearl Cemetery Asso-
ciation, C/O Linda Ray, 1771 
CR 152, Purmela, TX 76566. 
If you have any questions, 
you can contact Linda at 
254-865-9282. Thank you in 
advance for your support!

BIKINI FINALE?
All good things must 

come to an end, and so it 
is with the teeny tiny, tur-
quoise greeny, stringy bi-
kini. When last we heard, a 
cavorting cat was seen run-
ning through the outskirts 
of Pearl followed by two 
gentlemen in plaid Bermuda 
shorts, Hawaiian shirts, and 
knee-high socks with bright 
paisley designs. One of them 
was carrying a butterfly net. 

The good news is that the 
cat got caught that very day, 
and the two mysterious, 
heroic gentlemen managed 
to secure the cat and the 
bikini safely at the home of 
Pearl’s very best cat lady — 
Kay Pruett — where the cat 
came from in the first place. 

All of this is from a very reli-
able source (sort of). And, of 
course, Mrs. Pruett was not 
happy in the least. 

I was told that she de-
cided that the bikini must 
be destroyed at all costs. 
Therefore, the Pruett family 
joined forces, removed the 
stringy suit from the cat and 
commenced to cut the thing 
into tiny pieces. 

But, where did the pieces 
go, and how was the evi-
dence hidden? The ever-
resourceful Pruett family, 
including Pearl the family’s 
best friend (a very sweet 
dog, too), soon delivered a 
beautiful potted plant to the 
home of Linda Ray for her 
29th birthday!! Linda was 
so surprised and pleased … 
until she decided to plant 
the beautiful flowers in her 
newly-created fall flow-
er garden. Linda noticed 
something strange in the 
soil surrounding the plant. 
Something strange … and 
turquoise greeny  — and 
stringy.

Hmmm, she thought, must 
be a new kind of fertilizer. 
“No matter,” she reasoned, 
“I’ll just bury the roots, soil, 
and fertilizer all together.” 
But, there was still a nagging 
feeling about that strange 
plant’s presence. “Haven’t I 
seen something like that be-
fore,” she thought. What do 
you think? Will Linda ever 
figure out that the travel-
ing bikini is now back home 

for good, the place that it 
all began? Maybe she will 
never notice that the saga of 
the Teeny Tiny, Turquoise 
Greeny, Stringy Bikini that 
first made an appearance 
at her house has now been 
memorialized in a special 
garden project, never to be 
seen or heard from again. 
Pearl is once again at peace, 
and all Pearl citizens can 
soon forget that bothersome 
bikini ever existed. We hope! 
But, and we can’t stress this 
enough, there’s no place like 
Pearl!

CLOSING VERSE
The closing verses for this 

week come from I Thessalo-
nians 5:14:

And we urge you, broth-
ers, admonish the idle, en-
courage the fainthearted, 
help the weak, be patient 
with them all.

FOR THE LATEST
To keep up with the lat-

est Pearl news online, you 
can go to the “Pearl Cot-
tage Bookstore” Facebook 
page, the “Pearl Community 
Center” Facebook page, or 
the “Pearl Church of Christ” 
Facebook page. The Pearl 
Community Center also has 
a website: www.pearltxcom-
munitycenter.com. Or you 
can contact me at betsyc-
lark47@yahoo.com for in-
formation or to submit any 
Pearl news that you might 
have.

BY BETSY CLARK

T
he next Pearl Bluegrass event will 

be Sept. 11, the second Saturday 

this month only! Call Anji Pearl 

Day at 325-665-7996 to schedule 

stage show time if you are interested in per-

forming. 

Clark

20 YEARS AGO

(2001)

n Charles O’Reilly took 
over as senior warden of the 
Hughes Unit, succeeding 
Herbert Scott, who retired.
n Air Force Airman Saman-
tha D. Vazquez graduated 
from basic military training 
at Lackland Air Force Base in 
San Antonio.
n Gatesville Primary School 
teacher Debbie Grmela was 
selected as the “Teacher of 
the Month” for August by 
the Gatesville Lions Club.
n Ruby Lee Maxwell was 
honored at a 90th birthday 
celebration at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Gates-
ville. She moved with her 
family to Turnersville when 
she was 1 year old.
n Work had started to in-
stall a new traffic light at 
the intersection of 26th and 
Main Street in Gatesville 
in order to help with the 

school traffic flow.
n Grayson Petty was hon-
ored on his 11th birthday 
with a party given by his 
mother, Lanelle Petty, at the 
home of his grandparents, 
Pat and Sherry Hopson.

30 YEARS AGO

(1991)

n A large crowd gathered 
to witness the ribbon cut-
ting at the new Sheriff’s 
Office and Jail facility at 
the corner of Leon and 7th 
Street.
n Army National Guard 
Private David L. Wolff had 
completed the heavy wheel 
mechanic course at Fort 
Jackson, South Carolina.
n Susan Hawkins, daugh-
ter of Rev. and Mrs. W.M. 
Patterson of Gatesville, was 
selected to receive the Na-
tional Association of Home 
Builders Excellence Award 
at its annual national meet-

ing in Wisconsin.
n Pvt. David C. Thill had 
completed training at the 
U.S. Army Infantry School 
in Fort Benning, Georgia. 
He was the son of Tonya Z. 
Honea of Gatesville. The pri-
vate was a 1988 graduate of 
Gatesville High School.
n James Walter Harris, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Harris of 
Mound, received the degree 
of Master of Science in Art 
upon graduating from Texas 
A&I University in Kingsville.
n Joe Foote, a 1991 gradu-
ate of Jonesboro High 
School, had been selected to 
receive a scholarship at Tar-
leton University. He was the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. N. Foote 
Jr. of Gatesville.

40 YEARS AGO

(1981)

n In a surprise announce-
ment, Ollie and Ruth Little 
announced the sale of their 

Chateau Ville Motor Ho-
tel and Restaurant at 2503 
Main Street to Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert E. Lahti of Denver, 
Colorado.
n Willie West of Gatesville 
was awarded a $250 schol-
arship by Central Texas Col-
lege in Killeen after being 
chosen the outstanding par-
ticipant in the Central Texas 
Manpower youth program in 
Gatesville.
n Kevin C. Riley, son of Wil-
liam Riley, had been com-
missioned an Army second 
lieutenant upon completion 
of advanced ROTC training 
at Fort Lewis, Washington.
n The first day of Septem-
ber took the Gatesville area 
by storm dumping 3.95 
inches of rain over the area.
n Lloyd P. Brown Jr. com-
pleted submarine indoctri-
nation at the Navy Subma-
rine Support Facility in San 
Diego, Calif. Brown, a 1979 
graduate of Gatesville High 
School, was a midshipman 

at Texas A&M University.
n William R. (Billy Bob) 
Ford of the U. S. Navy, was 
attending the Atlantic Fleet 
Engineering Schoolship in 
Newport, R. I.

50 YEARS AGO

(1971)

n Edwin Riddle, Cory-
ell Church cotton farmer, 
brought in Coryell County’s 
initial bale of 1971 cotton. It 
was ginned at Oglesby, with 
the finished bale weighing 
500 pounds.
n Dwain Place, personnel 
director at the Gatesville 
State Schools for Boys the 
last six years, had been pro-
moted to assistant general 
superintendent of the insti-
tution by the Texas Youth 
Council.
n Eric McCorkle of Gates-
ville had been nominated to 
receive the American Farmer 
Degree, the highest degree 

presented by the national 
FFA organization. He was 
the first Gatesville person to 
win the honor.
n Rodney Davidson, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gus Davidson 
Jr. of Mound, received his 
bachelor of science degree 
in graduation exercises at 
Sam Houston State Univer-
sity in Huntsville.
n Joe Pat Donaldson, for-
mer Coryell County school 
superintendent and son of 
Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Donald-
son, was promoted to the 
post of vice president, fiscal 
affairs, of Navarro Junior 
College in Corsicana.
n Roy Newell Johnson, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
Roy Johnson of Gatesville, 
received a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in engineering 
technology with a mechani-
cal engineering option from 
Texas A&M University.

Whatever happened to…
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BY BECKY COWARD
Texas 4-H, part of one of 

the largest youth organiza-
tions in the nation, is once 
again getting ready to wel-
come new members as well 
as existing members through 
its annual enrollment pro-
cess.

Texas 4-H is adminis-
tered though the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service. 
AgriLife Extension offices 
throughout the state will be 
hosting events to introduce 
youth and adults to the pro-
gram’s variety of fun and ed-
ucational opportunities for 
helping young people find 
their “spark.”

Texas 4-H programs in 
science, healthy living, civic 
engagement and a variety of 
other interests are backed 

by universities and a robust 
community of 4-H volun-
teers and professionals. 
Through hands-on learning, 
youth build confidence, cre-
ativity and curiosity, while 
also developing life skills 
such as leadership and resil-
iency to help them thrive in 
today’s world.

Research shows Texas 4-H 
members excel in compari-
son to other Texas students. 
Youth who are involved in 
4-H programs are four times 
more likely to give back 
to their communities, two 
times more likely to make 
healthier lifestyle choices 
and two times more likely to 
participate in STEM activi-
ties.

“Texas 4-H is for kids of 
almost any age,” said Montza 

Williams, state 4-H program 
director. “Children in kin-
dergarten to second grade 
can be Clover Kids if that 
option is offered in your 
area. Young people in third 
to 12th grade can be bona 
fide 4-H members who can 
experience every opportu-
nity the Texas 4-H program 
provides.”

Williams said more than 
550,000 youth are involved 
in Texas 4-H programs each 
year.

“All 4-H members must be 
enrolled in at least one proj-
ect,” Williams said. “When 
you choose a project, you 
will be given the opportunity 
to participate in activities 
and instruction that will pro-
vide a breadth of informa-
tion and give an overall un-

derstanding of that topic.”
He said there are 42 total 

4-H projects that are separat-
ed into five main groupings:

n  Agriculture and Live-
stock.

n  Family and Community 
Health.

n  Leadership and Citizen-
ship.

n  Natural Resources.
n  Science, Technology, Sci-

ence and Engineering, STEM.
“Through Texas 4-H, 

young people can participate 
in various hands-on activi-
ties, learn new skills, serve 
their community and de-
velop their leadership quali-
ties,” Williams said. “The 
programs address a wide 
variety of interests and focus 
on the development of life 
skills and individual charac-

ter.”
He said current or new 

Texas 4-H members should 
sign up on 4HOnline at 
https://texas4-h.tamu.
edu/4honline once they have 
found a project and club that 
is right for them.

“4HOnline is the offi-
cial registration system for 
youth members and adult 
volunteers directly involved 
with 4-H,” Williams noted.

He said an active enroll-
ment is required in order to 
register and participate in 
all 4-H activities and events. 
Each year on Aug. 15, all 
membership in Texas 4-H 
goes to inactive and all youth 
and adult volunteers must 
re-enroll. Adults and youth 
will need to enroll on 4HOn-
line and be active to be con-

sidered an official member 
of Texas 4-H. The 4-H year 
officially begins Sept. 1.

There is a $25 participa-
tion fee for 4-H youth mem-
bers enrolled by Oct. 31, and 
a $30 participation fee for 
those enrolled from Nov. 1 
to the completion of the 4-H 
year. Adults pay a $10 volun-
teer application fee. 

For more information on 
the Texas 4-H program, go to 
https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/. 
For detailed information 
on 4-H in Coryell County, 
you can contact your local 
AgriLife Extension Office 
at 254-865-2414. Also see 
our new member guide for a 
complete list for all 12 clubs 
available in Coryell County at 
https://coryell.agrilife.org/.

Texas 4-H enrollment now open for intrested students

HEATHER MINONNO

The Gatesville Chamber of 
Commerce will be participat-
ing in a job fair. The flyers 
have gone out. You can have 
your own table at the job fair 
for a fee. I would like to put 
together a list of Gatesville 
Chamber businesses that 
are hiring. The information 
I need should include, but is 
not limited to, the following: 
Company name, position(s) 
you are hiring, starting pay 
and contact information. 
Please email me at Cham-
ber@Gatesvilletx.info.  I 
would like this to be an op-
portunity to show people 
that we have many positions 
in all fields that are hiring 
locally.

APP ANNOUNCEMENT
We are currently working 

on a new app for our Cham-
ber members and communi-

ty!  The exciting part is every 
Chamber member will have 
their name listed.  However, 
if you would like your logo to 
be shown with your name, it 
will be an additional yearly 
fee.  We only have 3 exclu-
sive advertisers shown on 
the landing page each year. 
If this is something you are 
interested in please call me 
on my cell phone at 254-248-
5760 or email me at cham-
ber@gatesvilletx.info.

UPCOMING EVENT
The Chamber of Com-

merce Corks and Kegs event 
will be the first Saturday in 
November, Nov. 6, benefiting 
The Gatesville Senior Center.  
Times for this event have not 
yet been posted.

We are bringing on new 
members every month!  If 
you have any items with 
your logo that you would like 
to go in a gift bag for new 

members, please drop them 
by the Chamber between 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Monday 
through Friday or call me; I 
can come pick them up.

VISITORS
I am excited to say that we 

have had more and more visi-
tors coming into the depot.  
I am running low/completely 
out of some business cards.  
Please drop by and check 
your stock.

I would like to remind ev-
eryone if you would like a 
ribbon cutting, please let me 
know. Let’s get you on the 
calendar today! 

Lastly, I would like to thank 
our community, our busi-
nesses and everyone who 
helped and sponsored our 
2021 Shivaree. It was a huge 
success with six events, five 
locations, two days and 15 
volunteers. We are looking 
forward to Shivaree 2022. 

BIG CITY MEDICINE

Small Town Care

Gatesville • Moody 

Temple • Waco 

 CoryellHealth.org

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
August 26
    2:37 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
2600 block of Jackson Drive.
    8:30 a.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 100 
block of E. Main Street.
    3:30 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2800 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.
    7:18 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of N. 
State Highway 36 Bypass.
    8:40 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 200 
block of Old Waco Road. 

August 27
    11:19 a.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
1400 block of W. Main Street.

    

11:40 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2300 
block of Business Hwy. 36.
    11:46 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 700 block of 
S. Lovers Lane.
    11:59 a.m., an accident was 

reported in the 11000 block 
of E. Hwy. 36.
    12:02 p.m., a hit and run 
was reported in the 2500 
block of Bridge Street.
    6:38 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 200 
block of FM 1783. 

August 28
    7:41 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of N. 
29th Street.
    9:19 a.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 900 
block of Bridge Street.
    12:06 p.m., animal cru-
elty was reported in the 200 
block of N. 10th Street.
    2:30 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1000 
block of Saunders Street.
    3:55 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 200 

block of River Place West.
    5:26 p.m., an intoxicated 
driver was reported in the 
10000 block of S. State High-
way 36.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
 

August 26
    9:17 a.m., a noise com-
plaint was reported in the 
400 block of Royal Oak 
Drive.
    9:50 a.m., a minor acci-
dent was reported on Susan 
Street.
    10:19 a.m., a neighbor 
dispute was reported in the 
1300 block of Duncan Road.
    12:45 p.m., a scam was 
reported in the 700 block of 
Bluestem Drive.
    3:03 p.m., a livestock com-

plaint was reported on FM 
2412 at Plum Creek.
    6:18 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported on S. Hwy. 36 
at Fort Hood.
     

August 27
    4:05 a.m., suspicious per-
sons were reported in the 
11000 block of S. State Hwy. 
36.
    8:04 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on CR 
357 and Hwy. 36.
    10:45 a.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 4500 block of 
E. Hwy. 84.
    4:41 p.m., a minor accident 
was reported in the 8600 
block of FM 182.
    6:40 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
200 block of FM 1783.
    9:29 p.m., a reckless driver 

was reported on Hwy. 36 at 
Fort Gates. 

August 28
    10:23 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported at 
FM 580 and FM 1113.
    10:36 a.m., a missing per-
son was reported in the 500 
block of Summers Road.
    3:26 p.m., illegal burning 
was reported in the 2900 
block of Willow Loop.
    4:27 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 3500 block of 
W. FM 217.
    7:32 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported at S. 
Hwy. 36 and CR 357.
    11:15 a.m., a minor acci-
dent was reported in the 400 
block of Thomas Street.

The  
DISPATCH

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through law enforcement dispatchers during the period of August 26 -28. While there were many calls, this is a partial list of more significant ac-
tivity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS

Gatesville Chamber hosts job fair 

Republican Party fish fry set for Sept. 18 
co-hosted by Gary and Diane Heavin

The Republican Party of 
Coryell County has sched-
uled its 2021 annual fish fry, 
which will be sponsored and 
co-hosted by Gary and Diane 
Heavin. The fish fry will be 
held on Saturday, Sept. 18 at 
6:30 p.m. at The Texas Sta-
tion Event Center located at 

305 Old Fort Gates Road. Ca-
tering will be by Bare Bones 
BBQ. The keynote speaker for 
the event will be Congress-
man Roger Williams.

Tickets will be $35 per per-
son or $50 per couple. Spon-
sorships will be available 
with speaking opportunities 

included with the sponsor-
ships.

For more information, 
contact the Coryell County 
Republican Party at 254-216-
9017. Their mailing address 
is P.O. Box 12, Gatesville, 
Texas, 76528.

‘Remember & Serve’ ceremony set for Sept. 11
Keep Gatesville Beautiful 

invites the public to “Re-
member & Serve” at a 9/11 
remembrance ceremony that 
will be held on Sept. 11, 2021 

at 7:45 a.m. at the Coryell 
County Courthouse. 

Anyone who is able is en-
couraged to stay after the 
ceremony to clean up down-

town Gatesville in an act of 
service for the community.
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We’re looking to add to our team!

BAYER
TEXAS

H
A

MILTO

N

NOW

HIRING

Call 254-386-5318 for more details or email jesse.barron@bayermotor.com

1012 E. Main Street, Hamilton, TX 76531                                                        www.bayerautogroup.com

Parts/Service Counter 

Representative 

Make up to $45k/year 

depending on experience

Mechanic

Make up to $40/hour 

depending on experience

Benefits include 
401k and health 

plan 

OBITUARIES

PEGGY GRIMES 

November 27, 1940 – August 
26, 2021 

Peggy Grimes, age 80 of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Thursday, August 26, 2021 
in Temple. 

Memorial services will be 
held at 2:00 p.m. Wednes-
day, September 1, 2021 at 
Scott’s Funeral Home Cha-
pel, with Rev. Terry Hill of-
ficiating. 

Peggy was born on Novem-
ber 27, 1940 in Cherry Tree, 

Pennsylvania.  She grew up 
in Cherry Tree, until moving 
to Sandusky, Ohio later in 
her childhood.  She moved 
to Gatesville in 1981.  Peggy 
worked for Anchor Indus-
tries, Deck Boat for several 
years, until going to work 
at Smead Manufacturing in 
McGregor until her retire-
ment in 2006 after 20 years 
of service.  She also was as a 
home health worker for Co-
ryell Health, for many years.  
She was a member of Coryell 
Community Church. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Walter and 
Grace Hopkins; and a great 
grandchild, Paisen Caldwell. 

Peggy is survived by her 
children, Diane Ristagno, Su-
san Herring, Danny Grimes, 
Michael Grimes; brother, 
Sonny Hopkins; grandchil-
dren, Nicholas Ristagno, 
Jennifer Ristagno, Melissa 
Sanchez, Alicia Pruitt, Shae 
Caldwell, Kayla Rhymes, 
Dustin Nichols, Brandon 
Steed; eleven great grand-
children; and one great-great 
grandchild.

CHARLA ANN 
STIFFLEMIRE 

October 13, 1974 – August 
24, 2021 

Charla Ann Stifflemire 
of Gatesville, passed away 
peacefully in her sleep in the 
morning hours of Tuesday 
August 24, 2021 at the age 
of 47. 

Funeral services will be 
10:00 am Monday, August 
30, 2021 at Scott’s Funeral 
Home. Burial will follow at 
Coffey cemetery. Visitation 
with the family will be one 
hour prior to the service.  

Charla was born on Oc-
tober 13, 1973 in Hamilton 

to the late Charles W. Stif-
flemire and Ruth Cantrell 
Stifflemire.  Charla was a 
wonderful wife and mother 
who spent the last few years 
of her life at home raising 
her two boys and teach-
ing them lessons that they 
will remember for years to 
come. Charla never turned 
down the chance to go 
fishing, where she would 
reminisce on memories and 
tell stories about fish, and 
boats, and snakes in trees. 
She will be missed by her 
family, friends, and others 
whom were inspired by her 
strength. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Charles and 
Ruth Stifflemire; uncles Ray 
Floyd Stifflemire, Glenn 
Earl Stifflemire, David Stif-
flemire, and Raymond 
Cantrell. 

Charla is survived by her 
two sons, Blake and Row-
dy Stifflemire; along with 
husband, Frederick Harris; 
sister, Carla and husband, 
Robert Genovese; uncles, 
Keith Stifflemire and Robert 
Stifflemire; cousin, Duane 
Cantrell; and a great aunt, 
Tooter.

GERARDO TINOCO
July 15, 1961 – August 19, 
2021 

Gerardo Tinoco, age 60 of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
the evening of August 19, 
2021 in Temple. 

Funeral services will be 
11:00 am Wednesday, Sep-
tember 1, 2021 at Scott’s 
Funeral Home. Burial will fol-
low at Hemmeline cemetery. 
Visitation with the family 
will be 5 – 7 pm Tuesday, at 
Scott’s Funeral Home.  

Gerardo was born on July 
15, 1961 in Michoacán, Mex-

ico to Juan Tinoco and Caro-
lina Fernandez Tinoco. He 
grew up and attended school 
in Michoacán. Gerardo was 
a very hard-working man 
who loved his family very 
much. He was an incredibly 
generous man who always 
took great joy in sharing all 
he had. He instilled these 
same values to his children 
and his grandchildren. The 
grandchildren just like his 
kids could always count on 
grandpa showing up with 
bags filled with snacks. He 
always had so much love for 
them. He loved His God, The 
Lord Jesus very much, and 
his most favorite Hymn was, 
“How Great Thou Art”. He 
will be greatly missed by all 
who knew and loved him.  

He is preceded in death by 
his son, Jesus Tinoco.  

Gerardo is survived by 
his wife of 34 years, Bertha; 
daughters; Yessi Argabright 
and husband, Alex, Wendy 
Sanchez and husband, Mi-
chael; son, Gerardo Junior 
Tinoco; grandchildren, Abby, 
Isaac, Jacob, Priscilla, Willow 
and Madelyn. 

JANELL “NELL” 
ZEIGLER 

August 25, 1927 – August 
24, 2021

Janelle “Nell” (Haines) Zei-
gler passed away on Tues-
day, August 24, 2021, one 
day before her 94th birth-
day. The funeral service will 
be held on Saturday, August 
28, 2021 at 10:00 a.m., at 
Scott’s Funeral Home. Rev-
erend Brady Dennis will be 
officiating the service. The 
family will receive visitors 
at 9:00 a.m., preceding the 
service. 

Nell was born August 25, 
1927 in Arnett Community, 
Coryell County, Texas, the 
daughter of Jennings Bryan 
Haines and Lois Ellen Van-

noy Haines. She married Car-
ol Dean Zeigler on Aug 12, 
1951 in Arnett Community, 
and they shared their lives 
together until Carol’s death 
on November 27, 2018. 

Nell was known as a com-
munity-minded woman. She 
and Carol were long-time 
supporters of the Gatesville 
Boys and Girls Club, main-
taining a steadfast interest 
in the teens of our commu-
nity. In 2019, Nell donated 
a generous amount that 
enabled the organization to 
break ground on the Teen 
Center, which was opened 

in 2020. 
Nell was an accomplished 

Master Gardener and a 
Lifetime Member of the 
State Garden Clubs, Inc. 
and National Council of 
State Garden Clubs, Inc. She 
served as President, Flower 
Show Judge and was named 
Woman of the Year at the 
National Convention of the 
Garden Clubs of America. 
Nell taught Master Gardener 
classes at Texas A&M Univer-
sity, and was instrumental 
to the development and con-
tinuation of the Landscape 
Design Study Course series 

of the Landscape Design 
School in the Bryan/College 
Station area. 

Nell also contributed 
countless hours at the Co-
ryell Museum and Historical 
Center. She and Carol were 
members of the Coryell Art 
League.  

Nell was preceded in 
death by Carol Zeigler, her 
husband of 67 years; her 
parents Jennings Bryan 
Haines and Lois Ellen Van-
noy Haines; and her sister 
Dorothy F. Haines.  She is 
survived by nieces Suzanne 
Bounds (Steve) and Linda 

Murray (Robert), and neph-
ews John Zeigler (Joy) and 
Roy Clark. And numerous 
friends and extended family. 

Memorials may be made 
to the Gatesville Boys and 
Girls Club Teen Center 2533 
E. Main Street, Gatesville, TX 
76528. 



A6    The Gatesville Messenger WEDNESDAY, September 1, 2021

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

From Staff Reports

The Texas Water Resourc-
es Institute, TWRI, will host 
a free Texas Riparian and 
Stream Ecosystem Education 
Program from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Sept. 7 in Gatesville for 
area residents interested in 
land and water stewardship 
in the Leon River watershed.

The morning session will 
be at the M.J. Hanna Ranch, 
500 Hanna Ranch Road, 
Gatesville. The afternoon 
session will include a walk 
and presentations along the 
river.

All attendees must RSVP 
online or by email to Clare.
Entwistle@ag.tamu.edu by 
Sept. 1. The program will 
include a lunchtime presen-
tation. A catered lunch is 
being offered for $15 or par-
ticipants may select to bring 
their own lunch.

The workshop is co-host-
ed locally by the Natural Re-
sources Institute, the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice in Coryell County, Tex-
as Riparian Association and 
TWRI.

LEON RIVER WATERSHED
The Leon River, a 190-mile 

stream in north Central Tex-
as, is the focus of watershed 
planning efforts by stake-
holders.

“Stakeholders recognize 
successful implementation 
of a watershed protection 
plan requires implement-
ing a variety of manage-
ment strategies,” said Andy 
James, AgriLife Extension 
program coordinator and 
Leon River watershed coor-
dinator. “The riparian and 
stream workshop is an edu-
cational event supporting 
this effort.”

Clare Escamilla, TWRI 
research associate, San An-
tonio, said the workshop 
will focus on the nature and 
function of stream and ri-
parian zones as well as the 

benefits and economic im-
pacts from proper function-
ing riparian systems.

“Riparian areas — the 
green vegetated land area 
adjacent to the bank of a 
stream, creek, bayou, river 
or lake — are unique and 
important ecosystems that 
provide many benefits in-
cluding habitat and forage,” 
Escamilla said. “The goal of 
the workshop is for partici-
pants to better understand 
riparian and watershed 
processes, the benefits of 
healthy riparian areas and 
what resources are avail-
able to prevent degradation 
while improving water qual-
ity.”

Workshop presentations 
will be given by representa-
tives of TWRI, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service,  AgriLife Exten-
sion, Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department, the Texas 
A&M Forest Service and the 
Texas Riparian Association.

Escamilla said they are 
able to offer the workshop 
without cost thanks to 
program funding provided 
through a Clean Water Act 
nonpoint source grant from 
the Texas State Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation Board and 
the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

OPPORTUNITIES
Robert Ferguson, AgriLife 

Extension agent for Coryell 
County, said participants 
will receive a certificate of 
completion and appropriate 
continuing education unit 
certificates at the conclu-
sion of the training.

The workshop offers 
many types of continuing 
education units, including 
three units — two general 
and one integrated pest 
management — for Texas 
Department of Agricul-
ture pesticide license hold-
ers. Foresters and profes-
sional loggers can receive 
six hours from the Texas 
Forestry Association and 
six hours from the Society 
of American Foresters. It 
offers one unit from TWRI, 
seven credits from Texas 
Floodplain Management 
Association, seven hours 
for Certified Crop Advisors, 
and six hours for Texas Nu-
trient Management Planning 
specialists. The program 
may also be used for con-
tinuing education units for 
professional engineers.

The riparian education 
program is managed by 
the Texas Water Resources 

Institute, part of Texas A&M 
AgriLife Research, AgriLife 
Extension and the College 
of Agriculture and Life Sci-
ences at Texas A&M Univer-
sity.

For more informa-
tion, contact Escamilla, 
visit http://texasripar-
ian.org or go to Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.
com/TexasRiparianAssocia-
tion.

JONESBORO EAGLES

Tyler Wilson

7 carries, 125 yards rushing
and 2 TDs

OGLESBY TIGERS

Blake Thompson 
205 yards, 3 TDs, 10 tackles 

and 1 interception

GATESVILLE HORNETS

Hayden Mooney

22 tackles

EVANT ELKS

Hunter White

250 rushing yards and
5 rushing TDs 

“Always putting you first”

3411 E. Main St.
Gatesville

254-865-2783

115 S. Memory Ln.
Evant

254-471-5531

117 FM 1996
Oglesby

254-470-2261

PLAYERS  OF  THE  WEEK

• • • • • • • • •   SPONSORED BY  • • • • • • • • •

2105 E. Main St.
Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8954
www.tejasrealestate.com

Sunday School  9:30am  

Sunday Worship  10:45am

4012 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville
(One mile east of the loop on the south side of Hwy. 84)

 254-248-0053

gracebibletx.com  
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FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

BACKHOE  •  DOZER

SKIDSTEER  •  BRUSH CLEANING

Jed Gribble Construction

Jed Gribble, Owner   P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, August 28, 2021 
Jody & Robin Thomas

(254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville
(254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 175-215 
300-400 lb. 175-205 
400-500 lb. 165-190
500-600 lb. 140-165
600-700 lb. 135-160
700-800 lb. 130-145
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 140-175
300-400 lb. 130-165    
400-500 lb. 130-155
500-600 lb. 130-150
600-700 lb. 125-140
700-800 lb. 115-130

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 67-75
Low Yielding 50-59       
Fats 67-73
Thin & Shelly 30-40

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 75-95

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1350-1650
Young Fair 1150-1350 
Aged Pairs 950-1150

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker
Replacement Cow 650-1150

Number of Head 942

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 8/30/21).......

$1813.80
SILVER (XAG/USD 8/30/21)..........

$24.13

Adopt A Best Friend Today

Call for more info: 254-865-2226

We have many loving 

dogs who need a family to 

love them back!

Millie Mae
Female, 1-2 y/o

Clarabelle
Female, 2-3 y/o

Both are people-friendly 

and dog-friendly

Jonesboro thumps Coolidge, 67-26
BY MARK GOODSON

Staff Writer

Jonesboro had a wild night 
Friday that ended 15 min-
utes before midnight.

Because of miscommu-
nication with officials, the 
team scrambled to get in its 
season opener against the 
Coolidge Yellow Jackets.

The two schools wound up 
moving the game to Oglesby 
as the nightcap game of a 
last-minute doubleheader.

“It was a miscommuni-
cation with the referees,’’ 
Eagles coach Eddie Gallegos 
said. “It’s on me, it’s never 
happened before, and this 
will be the last time. We’ve 
got a new assigner now.’’

The Eagles, the No. 
6-ranked team in the six-man 
Division I state rankings, had 
a tough start, but bounced 
back to defeat Coolidge, 67-
26.

“It affected us a little bit, 
but we came back and re-
sponded,’’ Gallegos said.

After falling behind 12-0, 
the Eagles regrouped thanks 
to a big interception from 
Jaden Domel. Two plays later 
quarterback Garrett Young 
delivered a play-action pass 
of 21 yards in the back of the 
end zone to Nat Hilliker to 
spark the Eagles.

The Eagles rushing attack 
was well balanced with six 
ball carriers, led by Tyler Wil-
son and Caleb Christel.

Wilson had seven carries 
for 125 yards and two touch-
downs. Christel had eight 
carries for 110 yards and two 
scores.

Other rushers were: Jacob 
Cisneros four carries, 15 
yards; Ian Shoaf six carries, 
95 yards, two TDs; Manny 
Torres three carries, 21 
yards; and Jaden Domel, two 
carries, eight yards, one TD.

Other offensive leaders 
were: Young was 2 for 2, 
34 yards passing with one 
touchdown and Caleb Chris-
tel 2 for 4, 44 yards, one 
touchdown while Hilliker fin-
ished with three catches for 
65 yards and two scores. De-
Marcus Acoff had one catch 
for 13 yards.

Defensive leaders were: 
Nat Hilliker, five total tack-
les, one forced fumble; Chris-
tel, nine total tackles, one 
forced fumble; Domel, six 
total tackles, one intercep-
tion; Manny Torres, six total 
tackles; Cisneros five tackles; 
Zach Chapman, eight tackles; 
Shoaf, four tackles, one pass 
breakup; Young, four tackles, 
one pass breakup, one inter-
ception, one forced fumble; 
Acoff, four total tackles

The Eagles will travel to 
Perrin-Whitt this Friday for 
their second game of the 
season.

Oglesby starts with bang in 52-32 win over Ranger

BY MARK GOODSON

Staff Writer

Oglesby High School foot-
ball coach Jeb Dixon said 
the Tigers have some work 
to do, despite posting a 52-
32 victory over the Ranger 
Bulldogs Friday.

Senior Blake Thompson 
helped lift the Tigers in their 
season opener with 15 car-

ries for 162 yards. He had a 
hand in three touchdowns 
and also picked up 10 tack-
les on defense.

Johnny Gomez added 72 
yards rushing or the Tigers 
offense.

“We’re really young,’’ Dix-
on said. “We’re learning, we 
made too many mistakes. 
We can get better.’’

The Oglesby defense was 

sparked by sophomore Cash 
Lee with 15 tackles, Matthew 
Castillo with 14 tackles and 
Thompson with 10 stops.

Lee and Castillo had two 
receptions each for a total of 
62 yards.

The Tigers are scheduled 
to face Morgan starting at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, on the 
road.

Hornets shine in cross country debut
BY MARK GOODSON

Staff Writer

Gatesville High School’s 
cross country runners 
opened their season Sat-
urday by winning two gold 
medals individually at Val-
ley Mills High School.

Carlo Martinez started the 
season with a 17:16 time to 
earn first place in the boys 
varsity division to lead the 
team to first place overall.

Freshman Vania Martinez 
was first overall for Gates-
ville in the varsity girls divi-

sion. Martinez ran a 12:50.3 
time to hold off Priddy’s 
Sydney Partin, who ran a 
13:27.2.

The girls were second 
in the overall varsity team 
standings.

For the Gatesville girls, 
Bethany Penrod placed sev-
enth at 14:13.5.

Other Gatesville girls 
were: Kyla Hinojosa, 21st at 
15:34.3; Grace Penrod, 26th 
at 15:55.1; Valeria Jimenez, 
36th at 16:25.2; and Jaycee 
McKown, 39th at 16:30.2.

For the boys, Luis Macias 

took third place with a time 
18:08.8. Angel Almendariz 
was seventh at 19:03 while 
Morgan Clary was 16th at 
20:06 and Abraham Alm-
endariz was 24th  at 20:32. 
Braeden Shuemake took 
37th at 21:14.9 and Jack 
Armstrong was 38th at 
21:17.2.

Gatesville’s junior high 
boys finished fourth overall.

The varsity girls and 
boys teams will compete at 
Brownwood on Wednesday.Leon River watershed workshop set

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

A better way to send your message
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Trailers

WW Cattle Trailer, 14 ft., 
bumper pull, one owner, shed-
ded, new tires, electric brakes, 
lights, $3,250. 254-248-4126. 
00028721

015

Farm & Ranch

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00028734

037

Help Wanted

Horton Tree Service now 
hiring groundsmen and trim-
mers. $13.50-15.50 per hours 
plus bonus pay and paid holi-
days. 682-802-8061. 
00028709

iNet Financial: Full-time or 
part-time Loan Application 
processor positions available 
with a National lender. We are 
willing to train the right indi-
viduals. Opportunity is locat-
ed in call center in Evant,Tx.
Requirements: Excellent 
phone skills, Ability to handle 
heavy call volume, Windows 
10 and Microsoft Of ce pro-
 ciency, Pay range is $12.00-
$15.00 per hour, Paid Holi-
days for full time employees, 
401k, 
Paid vacation time. iNet is an 
EEOC employer. Please call 
Michael Jones 512-231-0205 
ext 7016. 
00028719

Coryell County Sheriff’s Of-
 ce is currently accepting 
applications for communica-
tions of cers/dispatchers and 
jailers. High school diploma 
required. Must pass back-
ground check. Pick up and re-
turn application at the Coryell 
County Sheriff’s Of ce.  
00028737

Position available for 
RV Park Manager

We are seeking a reliable, per-
sonable, motivated, self-start-
er to join an established man-
agement company. Applicants 
must be someone with opera-
tional and business skills that 
can provide excellent cus-
tomer service. Responsibili-
ties include making reserva-
tions, checking in/out guests, 
coordinating timesheets for 
staff, marketing, day to day 
operations, tracking inven-
tory, maintaining the high 
standards of cleanliness 
throughout the RV Park, pro-
viding assistance with renting 
and collecting payments on 
additional commercial and 
residential properties around 
the area.  Pro cient comput-
er skills required. Weekend 
work may be required. Part-
time and full-time positions 
are available. 

Send resumes to: jtdrennan@
oakcrestmgmt.com 
00028741

Senior needs help some morn-
ings, unload 50-lbs feed, load 
corn in barrels, work sheep, 
organize sheds, porch, odd 
jobs. Pay $12.50 hour. 254-
216-3954
00028742

045

Services

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00028731

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC
Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00028609

Ashley’s Landscaping & 
Services. 

Mowing and 
Landscaping. 
254-239-8842

John 3:16
Like us on Facebook 

- Ashley’s Landscaping 
Services
00028659

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00028705

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential & Commercial
Complete Re-Roofs and 

Repairs
Fully Insured

Insurance Assistance
254-662-9900 or

Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 
00028131

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00028708

060

Garage Sale

Weekly Feature for Tues., 
8/31-Sat., 9/4: Fall & Hallow-
een Decor. The Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. 
Main. Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-
5p.m. & Saturday, 9a.m.-
3p.m.  
00028723

070

Land & Lots

I BUY HOUSES, LOTS 
AND ACREAGE.
CASH OFFERS, 

ANY CONDITION.
254-644-3090

00028132

110 Chicktown Rd.
*atesYille� T;}}�����

oII� ����� �0����00
Iax� ����� ��������

**RN or LVN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and 
Nursing: Licensed in Texas or a compact license.
CMA/CNA: )T � 0Xst Ee a CertiÞed 0edication $ide Ior Texas and 
mXst maintain a CertiÞed 1Xrse $ide Ior Texas
CNA/NA: )T t 'a\ 	 1iJht 6hiIts aYailaEle
Material Management: +oXsekeeper t )T s Linen $ide � )T

CompetitiYe compensation s 3aid 9acation s 6ick time accrXal s 0atchinJ ���% inYestments
TXition ReimEXrsement s +ealth� 'ental� LiIe and 6Xpplemental ,nsXrances

EOE

Please go to our website: for summary of posted jobs.
,I \oX haYe a Jreat attitXde� loYe helpinJ people and want to Ee part oI a TXalit\ 

team� appl\ in person or download an application Irom oXr weE site�
E�mail Xs� hXmanresoXrces#cor\ellhealth.orJ

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288

Assisted Living:  CNA – FT, Days and nights
Cath Lab: RN - FT or Cath Lab Tech - PRN
Coryell Health Home Health: RN Case Manager – FT � PCA PRN - for Gatesville 
and Surrounding Areas in Coryell County 
Coryell Health Medical Clinic: COVID-19 Response Team LVN or Cert Medical 
Assistant – FT � COVID-19 Response Team – Registration/Data Entry Clerk – FT � CCMA-
Medical Assistant – FT � LVN - FT
**Clinic is offering $1500.00 sign on bonus for the COVID-19 Response Team. Details upon interview.
Culinary: Cook t )T )ood +andlers CertiÞcation preIerred� XnderstandinJ Iood 
production, special diets, and sanitation
ED: RN – FT 7p to 7a 
** Nursing is offering a sign on bonus of $26,000.00 for RNs which requires a 1 year agreement.
EMS:  Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – FT � EMT – PRN or FT
**EMS is offering a sign on bonus of $8000.00 for Paramedic and $4000.00 for EMT
ICU: RN – FT 7p to 7a
** Nursing is offering a sign on bonus of $26,000.00 for RNs which requires a 1 year agreement.
Laboratory: Medical Lab Tech – PRN. Night Shift 
Material Management: Housekeeper – FT � Linen Aide - FT
Nursing: RN House Supervisor – FT 7p to 7a � Staff RN or LVN – FT 7p to 7a 
** Nursing is offering a sign on bonus of $26,000.00 for RNs which requires a 1 year agreement.
QA/QI: Infection Preventionist/Epidemiology - FT
Radiology: CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological Technologist – PRN
Surgery:  Cert Central Sterile Tech - FT

� Competitive compensation � Paid Vacation & Sick Leave � Matching 457B investments

� Tuition Reimbursement � Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances

EOE.

Please go to: www.CoryellHealth.org for summary of posted jobs. 

E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

$14.50 25 words or less, 1 issue
2nd consecutive issue is free without changes

Additional Words.....................70¢ each
Bold or Centered Type............Add $1.00
Border.......................................Add $1.00
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We are not responsible for errors when ads are taken over the phone. We ask all advertisers to read over 
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made to advertisements after the first run if we are informed immediately by advertiser, so read carefully.
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Services

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 216-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00028730

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00028732

Kenneth Russell 
Shredding Service
Call 254-223-3119.

00028733

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00028736

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367.
00028728

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial and 

Residential
Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00028729

072

Houses for Sale

078

Apartments

1BR/1BA: $480/mo.
2BR/1BA: $555-675/mo.
2BR/2BA: $875/mo.
Bob Brown Apartments
Of ce: 865-2602/248-1016
2504A E. Main St., 1-5pm 
00028735

TexSCAN Week of

Aug. 29-Sept. 4, 2021

ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 

have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 

(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 

ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 

Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 

30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 

Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 

www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ARROWHEADS

Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Must be 

old, authentic & unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR 

Paid – Up to 5 figures for one point. I am a very serious 

high-end collector. Call 979-218-3351.

COINS

Coin Collector/Investor will pay cash for any coin, 

coins, coin collections.  I also have beautiful coins for 

sale as well.  No collection is too large or too small. I 

will appraise for free and or purchase with cash. Call 

me at 409-223-4738 to buy or sell.

GENERATORS

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 

power during utility power outages, so your home and 

family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 

7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 

quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 

1-855-704-8579.

INTERNET

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 

agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 

Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 

and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 

1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 

most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 

Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 

and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 

& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

TRUCK DRIVERS

Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 

Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 

over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 

preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 

to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 

MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 

www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 

Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 

compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 

24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 

GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 

844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-

dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 

plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 

Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 

www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 

–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 

Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 

or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 

can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 

and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 

Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 

RefrigerantFinders.com..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

221 Participating Texas Newspapers � Regional Ads

Start At $250 � Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Advertise with us

254�865�5212

A better way to send your message
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Hornets sting Llano Yellow Jackets in first game of the season

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Mason Mooney and Ryan Smiley combine for a tackle.

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Banner Allman makes one of his five receptions Friday.
MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Wesley Brown celebrates with an assistant coach just after the clock hit zero.

BY MARK GOODSON
Staff Writer

Gatesville’s Parker Allman 
was the man in the right spot 
Friday with just under four 
minutes left in the Hornets’ 
season opening 27-7 home 
football win over the Llano 
Yellow Jackets.

Allman stepped up when 
his teammates were looking 
to close the door.

“We needed a big play,’’ 
said Allman, a defensive 
back for the Hornets. “I saw 
the ball coming in kind of 
high and he (the receiver) 
tipped it. The ball came 
down right in my hands.’’

Allman gripped the inter-
ception and made a nifty run 
toward the end zone to seal 
the fate of the visitors from 
the hill country.

“That was a great play,’’ 
said defensive nose guard 
Ryan Smiley. “I leaped as 
high as I ever have.’’

The 52-yard play set off a 
big celebration as the Hor-
nets won their season opener 

for the first time since 2017.
“This is big,’’ Gatesville 

coach Luke Howard said. “We 
needed to face some adversi-
ty and bounce back from it.’’

The Hornets stood up well 
led by a stingy defense that 
held Llano in check for most 
of the game.

“We wanted to keep them 
from making the big plays 
and we pretty much did 
that,’’ Howard said.

Five Hornets finished with 
double-figure tackles led 
by Hayden Mooney with 22 
tackles, 14 solo.

Mason Mooney had 14, 
Banner Allman 11, Lawson 
Mooney 11 and Theile Al-
varado 10.

Defense set the tone for 
the game for both sides.

After a scoreless first quar-
ter, the Hornets got on the 
scoreboard with a short field 
goal from Luis Macias. 

The Hornets put together 
enough big plays to build a 
comfortable lead and had 
every answer to keep the Yel-
low Jackets in check.

Quarterback Wesley Brown 
was effective with 12 com-
pletions in 17 attempts for 
177 yards passing to go with 
24 rushes for 134 yards.

Brown also had two short 
rushing touchdowns. One of 
his biggest plays was a 51-
yard connection with Logan 
Edwards. Edwards turned a 
short pass on the flank into 
an exciting race to the north 
end of the field. The 51-yard 
catch and run set up Brown 
for a 2-yard scoring run and 
a 10-0 lead.

Llano came out and scored 
its only touchdown on the 
first possession of the third 
quarter.

Macias had a career-best 
42-yard field goal with 6:21 
left in the game.

The Hornets outgained 
Llano, 370-212, in total yards 
and also won the turnover 
battle, 4-1.

Gatesville’s next game is 
set for a 7 p.m. kickoff this 
Friday at Glen Rose.

Evant Elks whip Cranfills Gap in season opener, 68-49

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Luis Arellano picks off pass during first half of theElks’ season opener.

BY MARK GOODSON
Staff Writer

Evant opened its football 
season last Friday by intro-
ducing another hard-nosed 
runner to the six-man ranks.

Hunter White has stepped 
into the lead role in the Elks’ 
attack. He reeled off 250 
yards rushing and five touch-

downs in the home opener 
for the Elks in a 68-49 show-
down with the Cranfills Gap 
Lions at Evant last Thursday.

“He had a busy night,’’ 
said second-year Evant head 
coach Brandon Johnson. “He 
can make things happen.’’

The Elks also had big 
nights from Luis Arellano, 
Edgar Morales and Daniel 

Honea.
Helping coach on the side-

line Thursday was Evant 
graduate and standout for 
the last four years, Ethan 
Hightower.

“I’m working as an EMT 
(emergency medical techni-
cian),’’ Hightower said. “I’ve 
been driving to Round Rock 
three times a week. I like it.’’

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Hunter White had a huge game rushing the ball against Cranfills Gap.


