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QUESTION  
& ANSWER CORNER
Q: When was the Coryell County 
courthouse building constructed?

A: Work was completed in 1897.

Send us your questions:
editor@gatesvillemessenger.com

Call: 254-865-5212

Write: P.O. Box 799, Gatesville,  
TX 76528
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BY KRISTEN MERIWETHER
Staff Writer

W
hen three-time Olympic trap-

shooter Corey Cogdell-Unrein 

and her husband, former NFL 

defensive tackle Mitch Un-

rein, were looking for a new place to call 

home they wanted a plot with acreage and 

live water. After growing up in rural Alaska 

and Colorado, respectively, the pair wanted 

to give their son the opportunity to develop 

the same love and respect of nature they had 

growing up.

Three-time Olympian  
now calls Gatesville home

“Texas always had a little piece 
of my heart and it felt like a natural 
choice when we started looking at 
different states to move to,” Cog-

“We love the small-town feel, the sense of  

community, the ‘God-fearing, American-loving’ 

spirit of Texas and of Gatesville.”

COREY COGDELL-UNREIN
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SHOOTING STANCE: Corey Cogdell-Unrein aims her shotgun on her ranch in Gatesville on July 29. The three-time Olympian 
recently moved to Gatesville and hopes she can get involved in the local 4-H shooting programs.

COURTESY PHOTO

Q&A WITH  
BILL PARRY

Gatesville 
city manager 
talks budget 

It’s budget season in Coryell 
County and Gatesville City Manager 
Bill Parry is working hard to ensure 
a balanced budget. The Messenger 
emailed three budget questions to 
Parry on Aug. 5. Here are his re-
sponses: 

QUESTION: We are getting close to 
the Council approving next year’s bud-
get. How has the process gone? What 
has been the biggest challenge?

ANSWER: Preparing for the fiscal 
year 2022 budget has been more 
challenging than 
in the past, pri-
marily because 
of the impacts 
of Senate Bill 2 
which constrains 
a rural commu-
nity’s ability to 
set a tax rate that 
is sufficient to 
provide a level of 
service our resi-
dents deserve, 
and accelerating the budget ap-
proval process by six weeks. If the 
Legislature’s intention was to reign 
in double-digit valuation increas-
es in cities along the I-35 corridor 
with SB 2, it has certainly impacted 
small cities like Gatesville, where 
valuations have increased annu-

PLEASE SEE CITY| 3

Parry
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Gatesville Hornets tennis team off to 

promising start.  PAGE 10

INSIDE

TENNIS STAR WINS 
TOUGH MATCH

Filing deadline 
for GISD School 
Board is Aug. 16 
BY KRISTEN MERIWETHER
Staff Writer

Residents who wish to run for the 
Gatesville School Board have until 
Aug. 16 at 5 p.m. to file. Seats held 
by Vice President Charles Alderson 
and board member Linda Maxwell 
are up for reelection. They have 
both served one three-year term.

Applications can be found on the 
Gatesville ISD website or picked up 
at the administration building at 
311 South Lovers Lane. 

As of Friday no one had filed to run. 
The School Board election is Nov. 2.



A2    The Gatesville Messenger WEDNESDAY, August 11, 2021

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

OUR MISSION: The Gatesville Messenger shall provide news and insights to our readers through the independent and impartial presentation of information that educates,  
enriches and entertains. We are proud to be a community newspaper committed to the people we serve.

(ISSN-08944954)    |    P.O. Box 799, Gatesville, TX 76528    |    116 South 6th St., Gatesville, Texas 76528  |  254-865-5212
The Gatesville Messenger is published every Wednesday and Saturday by Messenger Publishing Co. Inc., Periodical class postage paid at Gatesville, TX 76528.

Publisher

SAM HOUSTON
sam@hcnews.com

Managing Editor

DAVID MONTESINO
david@hcnews.com

General Manager

JANICE VELASQUEZ
ad2@gatesvillemessenger.com

DEADLINES:

Submit all news articles,  
classifieds and display advertising 
by noon Friday for the Wednesday 
issue and noon Wednesday for the 
Saturday issue. 

Articles about events that have 
occurred 30 days prior to submission 
will not be accepted. However, they 
will be accepted as paid advertise-
ments. 

All articles and advertisments 
must meet our standards and 

newspaper format as determined by 
management.

The Gatesville Messenger  
is not responsible for copy  
omission, typographical error or any 
unintentional error other than to 
publish a correction.

dell-Unrein said.
Texas was also able to offer 

something their now-former home 
state of Colorado wasn’t—freedom. 

“We felt like our freedoms were 
being continually infringed upon,” 
she said. “It became an environ-
ment where we couldn’t imagine 
raising a family.”

Earlier this year they began look-
ing for property within a two-hour 
drive of her sister in Burnet and 
found the perfect fit in Gatesville. 

“We love the small-town feel, 
the sense of community, the ‘God-
fearing, American-loving’ spirit of 
Texas and of Gatesville,” she said. 
“We are excited to make this our 
new home, get involved in the com-
munity and raise our kids here.”

BEIJING
Like many Americans Cogdell-

Unrein watched the Olympics from 
home this year. It’s the first games 
she’s had to view as a spectator 
since her career began in 2006. 

“It’s been super bittersweet to 
watch,” she said. 

She watched her best friend Am-
ber English win the gold in wom-
en’s skeet shooting on July 26 and 
it brought back all the emotions of 
her Olympic career.

Her first games were in 2008 in 
Beijing, just two years after she 
moved to Texas to pursue Olympic 
shooting sports. A few weeks shy of 
her 22nd birthday, Cogdell-Unrein 
walked into Beijing National Stadi-
um for her first opening ceremony.

“Walking through the tunnel, 
that’s the moment when it really 
hits you that you are there and ev-
eryone is chanting, ‘USA!’ she said. 
“You can feel the excitement. It’s 
incredible.”

On the third day of the games she 
captured bronze in the women’s 
trap event, besting Yukie Nakaya-
ma from Japan. As Cogdell-Unrein 
stood on the podium watching the 
American flag being raised, she 
said her life flashed before her 
eyes.

“You see all of the good days of 
training, all the bad days, all the 
people that helped you along the 
way, all the people that tried to tear 
you down,” she said. “It’s the most 
surreal moment.”

Following her bronze medal win 
she soaked up the Olympics watch-
ing American swimmer Michael 
Phelps capture some of his record 
eight gold medals and the Ameri-
can women’s softball and men’s 
basketball teams claim gold. 

YEARS IN TRAINING
The trap shooting event only 

lasts a few hours with individual 
shots taking mere seconds. But the 
training to develop into an Olympic 
caliber shooter takes years.

Cogdell-Unrein began hunting 
with her father at age three and 
continued to develop her shooting 
skills after joining a local 4-H club. 
She continued shooting recreation-
ally in high school where she devel-

oped a true love for the sport. 
She moved to Texas after high 

school in the spring of 2006 to pur-
sue the sport and made her first na-
tional team after only three months 
of training. She beat women who 
had been in the sport 25 years and 
was asked by the Olympic coach 
to make the move to the Olym-
pic training facility in Colorado 
Springs. 

She would shoot four to five 
hours per day, five to seven days 
per week, and worked with a trainer 
and nutritionist to ensure her body 
was in peak form. 

But the mental training was 
equally important. She worked with 
a sports psychologist on visual 
training drills to build up reflexes. 

Like baseball players visualizing 
the crack of the bat on a home run 
swing, she would visualize the 
targets exploding and commit-
ted the path to a winning shot into 
memory. 

“It’s important to have everything 
in sync because your eyes lead your 
body. Everything is very instinctual 
and driven by reflexes,” Cogdell-
Unrein said. “It’s important that 
you’ve done the work beforehand 
to have your body and mind in top 
form.”

Even with all the training, it 
doesn’t always pan out. In the 2012 
London games she received death 
threats prior to the games from ani-
mal rights activists who objected 
to hunting videos posted to her 

Facebook page. The British Secret 
Service was called in to protect 
her during the games due to the 
threats. 

“That really put a dark shadow on 
my Olympic experience,” Cogdell-
Unrein said. 

She hit 68 of 75 targets in the 
qualification round, placing 11th. 
She did not have a chance to shoot 
for a medal.

“I didn’t perform up to my ex-
pectations at the 2012 Olympics 
largely due to a lot of those distrac-
tions,” she said. 

She credits her husband, who 
she was dating at the time, with en-
couraging her to continue compet-
ing. He was playing for the Chicago 
Bears and unable to attend the 
Olympics because of pre-season 
practice. But after the tough loss at 
the games he was there to support 
her.

“Our relationship at that time 
helped me a lot because I was dat-
ing another professional athlete,” 
Cogdell-Unrein said. “We started 
feeding off each other’s competi-
tiveness and really encouraging 
and pushing each other.”

SHOOT-OFF
The support and dedication to 

training paid off. Cogdell-Unrein 
hit a perfect 75 of 75 targets dur-
ing the 2013 World Cup qualifying 
round, becoming only the second 
woman to achieve the feat.

The world record continues to 
stand. She took the momentum 
into the 2016 games in Rio de Ja-
neiro hoping to achieve gold. 

She ended the semifinal round 
tied with Natalie Rooney of New 
Zealand. They had a shoot-off to 
advance to the gold medal match 

but Cogdell-Unrein missed the tar-
get.

In the medal matches she ended 
up in a tie and found herself in a 
second shoot-out. Her Olympics 
and the four years of training to get 
there came down to one final shot 
for the bronze.

Her heart was beating out of her 
chest. Instead of focusing on the 
miss she’d had earlier in the day, 
she focused on years of training. 

“Your thoughts are like waves 
in the ocean. No one can stop the 
waves in the ocean, but you can 
learn how to surf them,” Cogdell-
Unrein said. “You can’t ever stop 
negative thoughts from coming 
into your mind or doubt, but you 
learn how to combat that.”

She set. Fired. Then watched the 
target explode. She burst into tears. 

“It was a tremendous amount of 
relief,” Cogdell-Unrein said.

WHAT NEXT
Cogdell-Unrein hasn’t ruled out 

competing in the 2024 games in 
Paris but she said finishing building 
her family and giving back to the 
shooting sports are more of a prior-
ity right now. She plans on making 
a decision over the next six months. 

She recently started coaching 
and is finding joy in watching the 
excitement on the kids faces when 
they break their first target. 

“I would love to get connected 
with the local 4-H shooting pro-
gram and the surrounding areas 
of Gatesville,” Cogdell-Unrein said. 
“That’s how I started and I think it’s 
a great program to introduce kids 
to firearm safety, build their confi-
dence and have fun in the shooting 
sports.”

OLYMPIAN
FROM PAGE 1
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MARK OF COMPETITION: Corey Cogdell-Unrein displays her Olympic rings tattoo 
and he two bronze medals (2008, 2016). She got the tattoo after her second Olym-
pics and incorporated the stars to represent her home-state of Alaska.

COURTESY PHOTO

PRACTICED SHOOTER: Years of training led to single moments in competition for Corey Cogdell-Unrein.

COUNTYWIDE
Gatesville  
Primary School  
registration

The Gatesville Primary 
School registration for pre-
k and kindergarten for the 
2021-2022 school year will be 
Monday-Thursday each week 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. The school 
will be closed on Fridays..

Pre-k students must be 
four years of age on Sept. 1, 
2021 and kindergarten stu-
dents must be five years of 
age on Sept. 1, 2021.

Kindergarten registra-
tion will be at the Gatesville 
Primary main entrance, the 
north entrance facing the 
football stadium.

What the Gatesville Primary 
School will need for pre-k and 
kindergarten registration:
n Official birth certificate 

with the seal (not the hospi-
tal certificate).
n Complete, validated im-

munization record including 
four-year boosters.

n Social Security card of 
the child.
n Picture I.D. of parent 

enrolling child (driver’s li-
cense).
n Proof of residency (util-

ity bill, lease contract).
n Proof of income for 

household (three months 
pay stubs).

For additional information 
or if you have any questions, 
please contact the Primary 
office at 254-865-7264.

Fellowship 
group to attend 
concert

The Christian Adult Fellow-
ship Events group (C.A.F.E.) 
at the First United Methodist 
Church will be going to see 
national gospel recording art-
ist “Greater Vision” from Ten-
nessee Aug. 14.

The group will leave  the 
Methodist Church at 11:30 
a.m., eat at Rosa’s Cafe, then 
go to the concert at 3 p.m.

The price is $30 for tick-
ets and transportation. For 
more information, call Ruth 
Jones at 254-865-2112. Pay-
ment for tickets can be given 
to Mrs. Jones or paid at the 
Methodist Church.

Due to the popularity of 
the group, tickets must be 
purchased no later than July 
22. The church phone num-
ber is 254-865-2520.

GriefShare to 
hold program

GriefShare will be held 
weekly from 5-7 p.m., at First 
Baptist Church of Gatesville 
beginning Aug. 25 and end-
ing Nov. 17

GriefShare is a faith-based 
program that focuses on 
grief topics associated with 
the death of a loved one. If 
you or someone you know 
are in need of support, en-
couragement and help on 
your journey of grief please 
consider coming to one of 
the meetings. 

You may enroll online 
at http://www.GriefShare.
org or in-person at the first 
meeting. There is a fee of 
$15 for the workbook. 

For questions call the church 
office at 254-865-2014.

Spurfest to be 
held Sept. 18

There will something for 
everyone at the 20th edition 
of Spurfest at the Coryell Mu-
seum and Historical Center 
Sept. 18. The event is free and 
runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Activities will include “Old 
Time Demonstrations,” the 
“Shriners Karem Cowboys,” 
a quilt raffle, fresh churned 
butter and chuck wagon bis-
cuits and gravy, and several 
activities for children. There 
will be vendors and music.

Visitors to the museum 
can see antique cars, the 
soda shop, the historic log 
jail and view a large collec-
tion of spurs in the “Lloyd 
Mitchell Spur Collection.”

Food vendors can rent 
a space for $60. Non-food 
spaces cost $30 for a spot 
outside and $40 for spaces 
in the air-conditioned Gil-
breath Room.

For more information, call 
Hal Davidson or Erv Adams at 
254-865-5007, or email to co-
ryellmuseumhc@yahoo.com.

Beautiful quilt 
donated for 
Spurfest raffle

The Senior Citizen Center 
quilting ladies have donated 
a beautiful handmade quilt 
to the Coryell Museum to be 
raffled at Spurfest. 

The museum will be selling 
104 tickets at $10 each. Tick-
ets can be purchased from 
museum board members or 
by calling 254-865-5007. 

Any volunteer interested in 
selling tickets can call Cath-
erine Fulton at 254-223-0014. 

The drawing will take place 
at Spurfest Sept. 18.

Best beard 
bragging rights

Gentlemen, ladies and chil-
dren? Prepare to show your 
beards at Sprufest Sept. 18.

There will be four catego-
ries:
n New beards. Contestants 

must be clean shaven on Sat-
urday, Aug. 7.  Come by the 
Museum on that day from 10 
am-4 pm or provide us with a 
selfie of your clean shaven face 
with a timestamp (or in front 
of a newspaper with that date). 
n  Existing beards.  This 

will be judged on longest, 
fullest, most original, most 
like Grizzly Adams, etc.  You 
can use styling tools, beard 
balm and waxes.
n Fake beards. This will 

be open to men, women and 
children. You can be as cre-
ative as you please.  Contes-
tants need to be at Spurfest 
to be judged. Times for judg-
ing will be announced in fu-
ture Messenger articles.



WEDNESDAY, August 11, 2021   The Gatesville Messenger    A3
www.gatesvillemessenger.com

ally approximately 2 percent (until 
this year when it was 5 percent) — 
which I have to believe is an unin-
tended consequence of the legisla-
tion.

Q: How do you feel this year’s budget 
priorities line up with the city’s Com-
prehensive Plan?

A: The budget was specifically 
built based on the Comprehensive 
Plan approved in May 2020. The 
process to update the Compre-
hensive Plan started with a sur-
vey of the residents assessment 
of the levels of service provided 
by the city, and services that were 
not offered but the residents de-
sired. Two thirds of respondents 
rated Gatesville quality of life as 
“average.”  They rated the quality 
of the library, fire department, and 
police department — all of which 
are funded solely by property taxes 
— as the highest quality. They 
wanted better streets, and curbside 
recycling was the number one ser-
vice not offered they wanted. Two 
thirds of the respondents indicated 
they would support a tax increase 
to add services or increase the level 

currently being offered, but over-
whelmingly preferred the city pur-
sue opportunities for state and fed-
eral grants. I contend the proposed 
budget reflects those priorities in 
the Comprehensive Plan.

Q: The City of Gatesville gets more of 
its revenue from sales tax than prop-
erty tax. How does that compare with 
other cities? What challenges does that 
present?

A:  I have included an “info-
graphic” from the Texas Munici-
pal League from an article titled 
“Where Do Cities Get Their Money?” 
This was 2018 data, but has been 
consistent. You will note on aver-
age, 36% of general fund revenue 
comes from property taxes, and 
23% comes from sales tax alloca-
tions. The fiscal year 2022 budget 
was built on a revenue assump-
tion that sales taxes accounted 
for 35.4% of general fund revenue 
(12.4% more than the average Texas 
city) and 32.4% from property taxes 
(3.6% less than the average Texas 
city).  I am concerned that our bud-
get is that reliant upon projected 
sales tax allocations — while enthu-
siastically asking residents to SHOP 
LOCAL!

CITY
FROM PAGE 1

CEMETERY PAVILION
The Pearl Cemetery Associ-

ation met on Aug. 2 to review 
plans to build a pavilion to 
protect attendees from the 
often-harsh weather condi-
tions during interments 
and services. In attendance 
were Chris Ray, Misti Ray, 
Linda Ray, Sue Wilhite, Bettie 
Blakley, Kay Pruett, Ronald 
Medart, Garrett Dickey, and 
Rhonda Dickey. 

Donations are still being 
accepted. Send a donation or 
a donation in memory of a 
loved one to Pearl Cemetery 
Association, C/O Linda Ray, 
1771 CR 152, Purmela, TX 
76566. If you have any ques-
tions, call Linda at 254-865-

9282. Thank you in advance 
for your support.

BOOK SALE
The Pearl Cottage Book-

store and Resale Shop is 
always open whenever the 
Bluegrass events take place. 

This little store has over 
6,000 books—both paper 
and hardback. Plus, you can 
find an eclectic mix of knick-
knacks and glassware in 
the store. Actually, you just 
never know what you might 
find in the Book Cottage. 
However, you will always 
find smiles, laughter, and a 
welcoming atmosphere. 

Most purchases are “buy 
what you want, pay what you 

want,” and all proceeds go to 
benefit local charities. 

By the way, there are at 
least nine different books 
about Pearl available for 
purchase ranging from $5 to 
$15 for all of you Pearl histo-
ry buffs. See or call Linda Ray 
for more information at 254-
865-9282. You can find more 
information about the Book 
Cottage on the Pearl Cottage 
Bookstore and Resale Shop 
Facebook page. Be sure to 
like the page to receive up-
dated information.

FISH FRY
Sunday, Sept. 5, will be the 

annual Atchley Fish Fry and 
Silent Auction following the 
10:30 a.m. service at Pearl 
Church of Christ. 

The Fish Fry and Auction 
benefit scholarships for His 
Kids of Lampasas and local 
scholarships. Everyone is 
invited to attend. Auction 
items will begin to appear 
in the church dining room 
and Sunday school room 
beginning Aug. 22. Drop by 
and place your bids. Bidding 
usually closes at noon on the 
day of the auction. To donate 
items, please call Linda Ray 
at 254-865-9282.

THAT DARN TEENY BIKINI
As you might remember, 

the mysterious traveling 
bikini is no longer in my pos-
session. I wish to thank the 
much-loved intruders who 
removed the darned thing a 
couple of weeks ago. Actual-
ly, I had pretty much forgot-
ten the whole incident. 

You know, out-of-sight 
out-of-mind. My reprieve was 
brief, however. It seems the 
trio who confiscated the de-
testable thing did not plan to 
keep it for themselves. 

But, I wish they would have 
after the day I had yesterday. 
Can you believe I got a call 
all the way from Kentucky 
blaming me for the arrival 
of a package containing a 
teeny tiny, turquoise greeny, 
stringy bikini! 

The offended party whose 
name I will not mention, 
(shhh…Ron McDonald), 

claims that I sent the bathing 
suit — smaller than a pair of 
sunglasses that would only 
fit a cat — to his innocent 
wife, Marilyn! I have to admit 
that had I thought of that in 
the first place that I would 
have done exactly that. 

I tried to explain to Ron 
that I regret that I had not 
had that thought first, but 
I informed him that I have 
evidence that will convict 
the guilty parties of the dirty 
deed! 

Ron would not believe me 
and told me that he would 
not be sending any Kentucky 
moonshine to Margie, Linda 
and Kay ever again as our 
punishment. 

Now, hold the phone… I 
never, ever asked for that 
liquid refreshment to be sent 
to Thelma and Louise plus 
one in the first place. (I heard 
through the grapevine that 
they found good uses for the 
high-powered concoctions 
and now everyone is more in 
love with their cooking than 
ever. Except for Linda whose 
favorite recipe is still Swan-
sons and a microwave oven.) 

But, Ron is still madder 
than a wet hen and is des-
perately trying to sneak 
the stringy greeny out of 
Marilyn’s possession. The 
problem is, Marilyn has sud-
denly developed an intense 
enjoyment for sunbathing 

in the delightful blue grass 
by their crystal-clear pond in 
the middle of their pasture 
for hours on end. 

Helicopters have started 
hovering, and they’re scaring 
the cows. 

I told Ron it’s all his fault 
for moving to Kentucky in 
the first place. How can such 
a tiny thing cause such disas-
trous problems. I need a plan 
to rescue Ron, get the stringy 
bikini to the remotest part of 
the world, and restore peace 
and tranquility in Pearl. 

After all, there’s no place 
like Pearl. Wait just a minute-
cats! I think I’m about to 
have an idea….stay tuned.

The closing verse for this 
week comes from I Samuel 
16:7b: …For the Lord sees 
not as man sees; man looks 
on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the 
heart. ESV

To keep up with the latest 
Pearl news online, you can go 
to the “Pearl Cottage Book-
store” Facebook page, the 
“Pearl Community Center” 
Facebook page, or the “Pearl 
Church of Christ” Facebook 
page. The Pearl Community 
Center also has a website: 
www.pearltxcommunitycen-
ter.com. Or you can contact 
me at betsyclark47@yahoo.
com for information or to 
submit any Pearl news that 
you might have.

NEWS FROM PEARL

Teeny stringy bikini begets Kentucky moonshine threats
BY BETSY CLARK

T
he Pearl Community Center Board met 

on July 19 and made and approved a 

motion to make the Sept. 11, 2021, Blue-

grass Event the Pearl Homecoming/

Reunion with a special welcome to all new “Pearl-

ites.” 

All local and returning Pearl residents and new 

attendees and residents will receive special rec-

ognition and a hearty welcome during the show. 

Please put Sept. 11 on your calendar to come to 

Pearl and bring friends, family, and even people 

you meet on the street to Pearl. There’s no place 

like Pear.

Clark

GENERAL FUND REVENUE

2105 E. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

(254) 865-8954

tejasrealestate.com

Proudly serving the real estate needs of Coryell County residents since 1985

Mobile Veterinary Services

SOURCE: TEXAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
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YARD OF THE MONTH

Joe, Dona take pride in their lawn

COURTESY PHOTO

Keep Gatesville Beautiful chose the yard of Joe and Dona Marble at 1304 College St. for its Yard of the Month in August. Joe says he be-
gan caring for other people’s yards and planting gardens when he was growing up and it shows. Their flower beds have Elephant Ears 
and an assortment of colorful flowers, mostly Vincas which he says are deer proof. The pig figurine and the windmill add a whimsical 
touch and the rock house adds to the charm. Dona said Joe takes pride in his yard and is a hard worker who tends to their yard after a 
full day’s work.

The Saturday matinees 
open at 11 a.m. with a double 
feature: “Legends of Night 
Sky: Orion” takes a light-
hearted look at the myths 
and stories associated with 
one of the night sky’s most 
famous constellations, Ori-
on, the great hunter of the 
winter sky. 

Then, “Legends of the 
Night Sky: Perseus and 
Andromeda” is filled with 
humorous and exciting char-
acters including Perseus the 
mighty warrior, Pegasus the 
winged horse, Cetus the sea 
monster and the fearsome 
monster Medusa. The en-
tertaining tale is designed 
to engage and stimulate a 
youngster’s interest in learn-

ing about the night sky.
At 12 p.m. is “Secret of the 

Cardboard Rocket.” This is 
the story of two youngsters 
who turn an ordinary card-
board box into a magical 
rocket. Join them and experi-
ence a breathtaking, up-close 
look at each of our solar sys-
tem’s planets. With the help 
of an astronomy book that 
talks, the two adventurers 
spend a night exploring and 
learning interesting facts 
about each planet.

“Astronaut” takes you 
inside the making of an as-
tronaut and how to become 
a part of the incredible jour-
ney of space travel. The audi-
ence will experience a rocket 
launch from inside the body 

of an astronaut, explore the 
amazing worlds of both in-
ner and outer space, float 
around the International 
Space Station and maneuver 
through microscopic regions 
of the human body. Show 
time is 1:30 p.m.

At 2:30 p.m., follow the 
path of a single photon as it 
is produced in a distant star, 
before it travels across the 
vast expanse of space to land 
on someone’s retina with 
the show “Seeing: A Photon’s 
Journey Across Time, Space 
and Mind.” It explores some 
of the fascinating processes 
of the cosmos, from astro-
physics to the biology of the 
eye and brain.

Another double feature 
is at 4 p.m. starting with 
“Black Holes: The Other Side 
of Infinity.” The show takes 
you to a place from which 
nothing escapes, not even 
light, and where time and 
space literally come to end. 
Viewers encounter a range of 
spectacular cosmic wonders 
including a depiction of the 
beginning of the universe, 
endless seas of dust and gas 
drawn together by gravity 
to form the first stars, the 

collision of two galaxies that 
cross paths in the vastness 
of space and a virtual trip 
into the center of the Milky 
Way galaxy. It is immediately 
followed by the show “Dark: 
Understanding Dark Matter” 
which highlights the search 
for dark matter - the most 
pressing astrophysical prob-
lem of our time. The solu-
tion will help us understand 
why the universe is as it is, 
where it came from and how 
it has evolved over billions 
of years.

The Saturday evening 
shows start at 6:30 p.m. with 
“Cosmic Origins Spectro-
graph” which highlights the 
current research of Cosmic 
Origin Spectrograph aboard 
the Hubble Space Telescope - 
the last instrument installed 
by the NASA astronauts. 
Spectrograph allows the 
audience an unprecedented 
view into the vast spaces 
between galaxies which sur-
rounds our own Milky Way 
and an in-depth look at the 
exploration of this hidden 
universe as it decodes the 
secrets to the origins of the 
cosmos.

At 7:30 p.m. is the laser 

light show “Laser Green Day” 
which features some of the 
rock band’s biggest hits set 
to computerized graphics. 
Songs include “Welcome to 
Paradise,” “Boulevard of Bro-
ken Dreams,” “Minority” and 
many others.

Before school starts, week-
day matinees are held each 
Tuesday and Thursday at 
1:30 p.m. On Aug. 3 is “Exo-
planets: Worlds of Wonder.” 
and on Aug. 5 is “We Are As-
tronomers.” The last week of 
summer vacation, enjoy the 
movies “Spirit Untamed” on 
Aug. 10 and “Wall-E” on Aug. 
12. Both start at 1:30 p.m. 
Weekday matinees are then 
at 1:30 p.m. each Wednes-
day starting Aug. 18 with 
“We Are Astronomers” and 
on Aug. 25 is “Molecularium: 
Riding Snowflakes.”

During the Central Texas 
College open house on Sat-
urday Aug. 14, free shows 
will air starting at 9 a.m. 
with “One World, One Sky: 
Big Bird’s Adventure. At 10 
a.m. is “Kaluoka’hina: The 
Enchanted Reef.” “Mars: One 
Thousand One” is at 11 a.m. 
The laser light show “Laser 
Tribute” is at noon. The free 

shows conclude at 1 p.m. 
with Space Park Infinity.”

Laser Friday is Aug. 27 and 
starts at 7 p.m. with “Laser 
Vinyl.” The show features 
some of the greatest clas-
sic rock artists including 
AC/DC, Aerosmith, Queen, 
Boston, Kiss, Journey, Van 
Halen and others. The rock 
music continues at 7 p.m. 
with “Laser Rock” featuring 
artists such as Rush, Ozzy 
Osbourne, Foreigner, David 
Bowie and more. At 8 p.m., 
“Laser Metallica” highlights 
some the metal band’s big-
gest hits with songs from the 
“Black” album and “Master 
of Puppets.” Songs include 
“Fuel,” “Unforgiven,” Noth-
ing Else Matters,” “Enter 
Sandman” and more.

Warren’s Sky Tour is Sat-
urday, Aug. 28 at 6:30 p.m. 
It offers a tour of the stars 
and constellations visible in 
the summer night sky. The 
tour preempts the regularly-
scheduled show.

For complete show de-
scriptions, directions, mem-
bership information and 
more, visit starsatnight.org.

Mayborn Science Theater announces Aug. shows

T
he Mayborn Science Theater recently 

announced its Aug. show lineup which 

includes Saturday matinee and, evening 

shows, weekday matinees, free shows 

during the Central Texas College open house, La-

ser Friday and a tour of the night sky. 

Tickets for the Saturday shows are $7 for adults, 

$6 for children age 3 to11 and free for theater 

members.

Unscrupulous contractors 
can create countless issues for 
homeowners unlucky enough 
to hire them — especially for 
large, expensive projects such 
as asphalt paving. 

The Better Business Bu-
reau’s Scam Tracker has 
received numerous reports 
of homeowners who, after 
hiring a contractor to install 
or renovate their pavement, 
end up with unsatisfactory 
results or nothing at all.

Last month, one Texas 
resident reported an asphalt 
paving scam where the con-
tractor “claims they have 
leftover asphalt that they 
want to get rid of for free and 
will topcoat your driveway at 
their cost. They insisted on 
being paid in cash and the in-
voice was entirely handwrit-
ten. When I asked for a busi-
ness card, they told me they 
would mail one to me.”
HOW THE SCAM WORKS

The contractor contacts 
the homeowner, either by 
leaving a pamphlet or going 
door-to-door, claiming that 
they have been doing work 
in the area and noticed the 
condition of your driveway 
or sidewalk. Much like “free” 
roof inspections scams, the 
contractor may claim that 
they are able to give a dis-
count or use leftover mate-
rial from a nearby job site to 
reduce the price of conduct-
ing the repair or installa-
tion. Often, the upfront price 
requested by the contractor 
is a significantly higher per-
centage of the total cost than 
is typical.

Once you have paid for the 
services, the scam progress-
es down two main paths:

N Contractor disappears. 
Immediately after cash-
ing your check or receiv-
ing payment through other 
means, the contractor simply 
vanishes. Provided contact 
numbers or emails go unan-
swered and, in some cases, 
the contractor may threaten 
legal action if you refuse to 
pay the requested amount.

N Unprofessional results. 
In many cases, the contractor 
conducts the work, but the 
end results are unprofession-
al, short-term and ineffec-
tive. The contractor may fail 
to install the asphalt prop-
erly, creating an unstable 
and poorly packed driveway 
that degrades significantly 
after the first heavy rain-
storm. This may cause rocks 
and other chemicals to wash 
into your yard, impacting its 
growth and health or damage 
the tires of your vehicle when 
driving across the asphalt.

When attempting to con-
tact the company that the 
contractor represented, ei-
ther the homeowner will be 
unsuccessful or discover that 
the company has no record 
of the contractor who con-
ducted the work. Con artists 
often use the guise of a legiti-
mate, well-known company 
to convince wary consum-
ers that they are protected in 
their investment.

HOW TO AVOID THE SCAMS
n Be wary of unsolicited of-

fers. Most contractor scams 
begin with a random encoun-
ter, where a contractor goes 
go out of their way to offer 
an estimate on a job that was 
never requested. While door-
to-door sale tactics are used 

Be on the lookout 
for asphalt paving 
contractor scams

by legitimate businesses, it is 
important to exercise more 
caution when interacting 
with them to ensure you are 
not dealing with a scam.

n Research companies and 
contractors. Use BBB.org and 
other services that allows 
you to read reviews, ratings 
and complaints of the com-
pany or contractor before 
paying any money. Often, a 
simple internet search will 
reveal companies or individ-
uals that have been involved 
in fraudulent activities or 

provided unsatisfactory 
work to previous clients.

n Get everything in writ-
ing. Demand and expect esti-
mates to be in writing before 
payment is even discussed. 
Do not allow a contractor to 
begin work until a written, 
signed contract is provided 
to you and includes, at a min-
imum, start and completion 
dates, a detailed description 
of the work to be provided, 
material costs, payment ar-
rangements and warranty 
information.

n Stagger payments. Most 
contractors require a per-
centage of the total price up-
front, but it should never be 
the full price of the project. 
BBB recommends staggering 
payments over the expected 
length of the project, so the 
homeowner has the ability to 
inspect the work at various 
stages. If unfamiliar with the 
process, ask questions and 
have the contractor describe 
what they are doing in detail.

n Use safe payment meth-
ods. Credit cards provide 

greater protections for re-
covering lost money if deal-
ing with a fraudulent com-
pany than debit cards or wire 
transfers. If paying by check, 
it should be paid to a com-
pany, not an individual.

n Use BBB.org to search for 
paving companies in your 
area.

For more tips on how to 
hire a reliable and trustwor-
thy contractor, visit BBB.org.

If you have been a victim of 
a scam, report it to BBB Scam 
Tracker.

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

A better way to send your message

First Baptist Church of Gatesville
912 E. Main St.
WEDNESDAYS @ 5:00 p.m.
August 25-November 17

Call 254-865-2014 for more 
information.
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BIG CITY MEDICINE

Small Town Care

Gatesville • Moody 

Temple • Waco 

 CoryellHealth.org

GATESVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
AUGUST 5

9:51 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of N. 
29th Street.

11:47 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
3400 block of E. Main Street.

2:57 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 600 
block of E. Leon Street.

4:52 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 200 block of 
Spindletop Street.

5:04 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 
block of Avenue C.

AUGUST 6

12:14 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2500 
block of Jackson Drive.

4:49 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2300 
block of Osage Road.

4:52 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 200 
block of Ash Drive.

7:32 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
1500 block of W. Main Street.

10:26 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 100 
block of Pate Drive.

AUGUST 7

2:26 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 
block of Robert Evetts Drive.

11:03 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 1400 block of 
W. Main Street.

12:51 p.m., a hit and run 
was reported in the 1700 
block of E. Main Street.

9:34 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 100 block of 
N. 31st Street.

10:22 p.m., family violence 
was reported in the 400 
block of S. 14th Street.

AUGUST 8

7:22 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1900 block of 
E. Main Street.

10:17 a.m., criminal tres-

pass as reported in the 2200 
block of Bridge Street.

12:38 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
4200 block of S. State Hwy. 
36.

2:06 p.m., criminal tres-

pass was reported in the 300 
block of Winston Lane.

7:39 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
1200 block of Saunders 
Street.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
AUGUST 5

    8:08 a.m., a suspicious 
vehicle was reported on 
Osage Road and Hwy. 36 
North.

1:05 p.m., shooting was 
reported in the 1800 block of 
FM 2955.

3:15 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported on E. Hwy. 36.

4:54 p.m., illegal dump-
ing was reported in the 5600 
block of FM 929.

8:46 p.m., a stranded mo-
torist was reported on TX 
Hwy. 236 and River Bottom. 

AUGUST 6

10:22 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2300 block of 
N. FM 116.

11:12 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 2800 block of Mulberry 
Drive.

3:26 p.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 900 block of 
Cactus Lane.

4:41 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported on N. FM 116 
and Pidcoke.

6:42 p.m., found property 
was reported at the intersec-
tion of Main Street and 28th 
Street.

AUGUST 7

7:08 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on TX 
236 near Mother Neff State 
Park.

9:04 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported on FM 
2412 at Plum Creek.

12:48 p.m., deadly conduct 
was reported in the 4100 
block of S. TX Hwy. 36.

5:12 p.m., an out of control 
burn was reported on CR 
133.

8:41 p.m., a noise com-
plaint and disturbance was 
reported in the 2800 block of 
FM 217.

AUGUST 8

5:07 a.m., a prowler was 
reported in the 4900 block of 
E. Hwy. 84.

12:07 p.m., a suspicious 
vehicle was reported in the 
1600 block of FM 580.

4:05 p.m., identity theft 
was reported in the 10000 
block of S. Hwy. 36.

5:32 p.m., missing live-
stock was reported in the 
400 block of FM 1690.

9:53 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 400 block of 
Tom Sawyer.

The DISPATCH
The following is a breakdown of activity reported through law enforcement dispatchers during the period of August 2 - 4. While there were many calls, this is a partial list of more significant ac-
tivity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

Whatever happened to...
TWENTY YEARS AGO
(2001)

n Rita Thomas, assistant 
warden at the Mountain View 
Unit, was named senior war-
den at the Ellen Halbert Sub-
stance Abuse Facility in Burnet.

n Amon and Latrelle Comer 
of Gatesville celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary with 
a reception at the First United 
Methodist Church parlor.

n A retirement party was 
held for Hughes Unit Senior 
Warden, Herbert Scott, who 
was retiring with more than 
30 years of service to the 
Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice.

n The Gatesville Drillers 
finished in second place in the 
Waco Semi-Pro baseball league 
with a season record of 14-4.

n Lady Hornet Amanda 
Hopson was congratulated 
for a great play by teammates 

Chelsea Barnett and Kristie 
Shelton.

n Jed Gribble won the fea-
ture finisher trophy at the 
go-kart race Saturday in West. 
William and Janet Gribble 
went with him to the races.

THIRTY YEARS AGO
(1991)

n The new Coryell County 
Jail passed its first inspection 
and will begin admitting in-
mates Sept. 9, reported Sher-
iff Gerald Kitchens.

n Harold G. Cohagan re-
tired from MATES in Gates-
ville after working over 27 
years as a member of the 
workforce there. He started 
out as a helper June of 1964.

n Oglesby Methodist 
Church was celebrating its 
100th birthday with a special 
worship service commemo-
rating the event.

n Elzie L. and Faynell Clay of 
Gatesville celebrated their 47th 
wedding anniversary. Elzie L. 
Clay and Faynell Fullwood were 
married August 12, 1944.

n Shirley Beth King Chafin 
of Pearl was honored on her 
60th birthday with a surprise 
60th birthday party at the 
Bee House Methodist Church. 
Mrs. Chafin was born Aug. 2, 
1931 in Pearl.

n Competing in the 35th 
Central Texas Registered An-
gora Goat Raisers Association 
show and sale from Evant 
were Ronnie Smith and Ken-
neth Smith, both of Triple-S 
Angoras, and Otha Medart.

FORTY YEARS AGO
(1981)

n Voluntary water ration-
ing went into effect in Gates-
ville. City Manager Bob Ste-
vens “reluctantly” requested 

the city council to authorize 
voluntary water rationing.

n Jack W. Gunlock, head 
football coach at Gatesville 
during the 1960s, resigned 
last as Temple High School 
principal to enter private 
business in Temple.

n The athletes he tutored 
as head of Gatesville High 
School’s sports program 
(1944 to 1956) banded to-
gether to pay tribute to Coach 
Lloyd Mitchell, a legendary 
figure, and his wife, Madge.

n Mr. and Mrs. Billy McK-
enzie and son, Justice, left 
the Osage community for 
Adelaide, Australia, where Mr. 
McKenzie was to be employed 
by an oil company for a year.

n Eighteen-year-old Lanelle 
Hopson annexed more fid-
dling honors for the Pat Hop-
son family of Mound when 
she won the championship 
of the women’s division of a 

statewide contest staged at 
Burnet by the Texas Old Time 
Fiddlers Association.

n Mr. and Mrs. Tom C. 
Dowleann of Mound cel-
ebrated their 40th wed-
ding anniversary. Mr. and 
Mrs. Dowleann, formerly of 
Seabrook, were making their 
retirement home In Mound.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
(1971)

n A memorial tribute to the 
late H. K. Jackson Sr., longtime 
Gatesville civic leader, was 
made during formal dedica-
tion ceremonies for the town’s 
new National Guard armory.

n Gatesville’s beauteous 
Cindy Easley, who already 
owned an imposing collec-
tion of titles, was going to 
Houston to compete in the 
Miss Texas World pageant.

n  Floods in Coryell County 
during a July 24-25 storm 

covered 8,000 acres of the 
Leon River flood plain down-
stream from Gatesville and 
inflicted damages totaling 
$285,000.

n John Clary, one-time Co-
ryellite and son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin D. Clary, formerly 
of Gatesville and Turners-
ville, was recently cited for 
his work as city manager at 
Harlingen.

n Debbie Tippit, Gatesville 
Riding Club sweetheart, was 
testing the comfort of one of 
two new Longhorn saddles 
that were to be awarded the 
high point boy and high point 
girl in Gatesville’s annual ju-
nior rodeo.

n Mr. and Mrs. Sam Barnard 
celebrated their 64th wed-
ding anniversary with an ice 
cream supper in the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. A. F. (Buster) 
Cole of Flat. It was given by 
their children. 



Undoubtedly there is sad-
ness and grief, and many 
times there is remorse for not 
having invested more time 
and effort into a relationship 
with the person who passed. 
Dealing with death does 
become easier with each oc-
casion. A person starts to un-
derstand passing on is part 
of the natural process and 

the eventual end for all of us. 
We grieve, we remember, we 
rejoice, and we move on with 
living the rest of our lives. 
Watching my young friend 
this week, it was both painful 
and enriching to see her pass 
through her “first loss.”

The young woman’s grand-
mother had been her babysit-
ter a great deal when she was 

little and 
the two 
undoubt-
edly had 
a very 
close con-
nection. I 
heard my 
friend say 
to several 
others, 

“My Granny raised me.” I 
know for a fact the young 
woman comes from a good 
home with two hardwork-
ing parents and the state-
ment was not intended to 
take away from her parents 
at all. Rather it reflected how 
important her grandmother 
was to her growing up and 
how impactful the relation-
ship was to her becoming the 
outstanding young woman 
she is today.

I saw the anxiety on this 
young woman’s face as her 
Grandmother entered hos-
pice, and when the declara-
tion of death was made, with 
all its sudden finality, I could 

feel her pain and sense of 
loss. I spoke to her and coun-
seled with her, hoping some-
how my many experiences 
of dealing with the death of 
others would somehow com-
fort her. 

I am very fond of this 
young woman, and it pained 
me to see her in agony. I 
hoped kind words, and relay-
ing to her what I had learned 
in the journey of life, might 
comfort her. I am prayer-
ful my words helped, but a 
big part of me knew the only 
solace she would find would 
be in her personal faith, in 
her understanding of the in-
evitability of all our deaths, 
and the joyful memories she 
would always carry with her.

As I drove to the funeral, it 
was raining in Hood County. 
I prayed it would be sunny 
when I arrived at the funer-
al’s location. Nothing more 
depressing than a dark, rainy 
day for a funeral. Fortunately, 
when I arrived at the funeral 
home, the sun was out, the 

day was beautiful, and I found 
my young friend surrounded 
by a loving family and friends. 
She smiled and appeared to 
be at peace with what she had 
been forced to experience. 

During the service, my 
friend spoke and read a 
special poem for those in 
attendance. I knew it would 
be very difficult for her to 
speak and to read the poem 
and I understandably feared 
she might break down or be 
unable to finish. My mind 
even created contingent 
plans in my brain to leave 
my seat and come assist her 
if she could not get through 
the reading. My young friend 
made me very proud. She 
read the poem with convic-
tion, passion, and clarity; 
just as her grandmother 
would have wanted. 

After the service, my friend 
told me she appreciated me 
coming to the service and 
smiled at me. I could see in 
her eyes she still had grief, 
but she had come to grips 

with her first experience with 
death. It is a sad and unfor-
tunate part of life but a road 
all of us travel. While I feel 
sadness for her loss, and I am 
so pleased with the outstand-
ing young woman she truly 
is, and the way she handled 
herself. She had a learning ex-
perience, a difficult but nec-
essary one. One we all have if 
we are blessed to be on this 
earth for very long.

Thought for the day: It is 
hard to forget someone who 
gave you so much to remem-
ber.

Until next time ... 

sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-
7066, ext. 260
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A variety of unique vendors

Saturday, Aug. 14
8am-1pm at Cotton Belt Depot Parking Lot

2307 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX

Market times vary: 8am-12 noon in May, 
June, July, Aug. & Sept. 9am-1pm Mar., 
Apr., Oct., Nov. & Dec.

Market Days are the 2nd 
Saturday of each month

Gatesville Chamber of Commerce
MARKET 
DAYS

Fresh Fruits & Veggies • Décor

Blacksmith • Baked Goods • Crafts

Gifts • and More

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 8/9/21).......

$1739.20
SILVER (XAG/USD 8/9/21)..........

$23.68

Since 2007

Contact us for details:

1412 W. Main, Gatesville • 254-865-8400

Let us bathe 
your dog!

Sunday School  9:30am  

Sunday Worship  10:45am

4012 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville
(One mile east of the loop on the south side of Hwy. 84)

 254-248-0053
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gracebibletx.com  

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, August 7, 2021 
Jody & Robin Thomas

(254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville
(254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 175-215 
300-400 lb. 175-205 
400-500 lb. 165-200
500-600 lb. 145-170
600-700 lb. 135-155
700-800 lb. 130-150
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 140-175
300-400 lb. 130-165    
400-500 lb. 130-155
500-600 lb. 130-145
600-700 lb. 125-140
700-800 lb. 115-130

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 72-84
Low Yielding 55-65       
Fats 67-75
Thin & Shelly 35-45

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 80-104

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1350-1775
Young Fair 1150-1350 
Aged Pairs 950-1150

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 600-1300

Number of Head 837

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Death a painful reality we all face sooner or later
SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is the publisher of aThe Messenger. He is also an 
actor, author, playwright, performer and entertainment pro-
ducer/promoter.

T
his past week a young friend of mine 

had the unfortunate experience of hav-

ing their grandmother pass. By the time 

a person reaches my “ripe old age” of 65, 

a close family member’s death is something you 

have experienced multiple times. I have lost all 

my grandparents, my folks, and most all my aunts 

and uncles. It is never a pleasant experience.  

Houston

Park Rangers recognized for World Ranger Day
Park Rangers gathered July 

31 to celebrate World Ranger 
Day as they celebrated their 
unwavering commitment 
toward stewardship of the 
88 parks in the Texas State 
Parks system.

Initially created by the In-
ternational Ranger Federa-
tion, World Ranger Day cele-
brates the work park rangers 
do daily to protect the plan-
et’s natural treasures and 
cultural heritage.

Texas State Park rangers 
cover many roles throughout 
Texas to keep parks func-
tioning smoothly for visitors 
to enjoy. These roles include 
maintenance, welcoming 
and orienting park guests, 
natural and cultural resource 
management, outdoor edu-
cation and outreach, and 
state park law enforcement.

Park rangers from differ-
ent regions in Texas spoke 
about what a typical day 
looks like, their path to be-
coming a range. Ranger also 
included what advice they 
would give to aspiring park 
rangers, their most memo-
rable story, and what they 
like most about being a park 
ranger in Texas.

“My path to becoming a 
park ranger started when 
I graduated from college,” 

Candyce Johnson, Assistant 
Superintendent at Abilene 
State Park, said. “I worked 
as an intern through the 
Student Conservation As-
sociation at National Wildlife 
Refuges and National Parks 
in Florida, Louisiana, and 
Arizona. The experience I 
gained qualified me to be 
interviewed and ultimately 
hired for the Park Operations 
Trainee position at Dinosaur 
Valley State Park.”

Thomas Teggeman, Office 
Manager at Lockhart State 
Park, said the new and excit-
ing challenges he faces are 
what he loves most about be-

ing a park ranger. 
“In addition to welcoming 

new guests to the park and 
sharing the history of this 
beautiful historic CCC park,” 
Tegge said. “I am respon-
sible for ensuring our front 
office runs smoothly, and 
our maintenance staff gets 
all the supplies and materi-
als they need bought and 
delivered to the park. This 
often means doing a great 
deal of research, pricing, and 
reaching out to a variety of 
vendors to meet the unique 
needs of our park.” 

Martin Creek Lake State 
Park’s Lead Maintenance 

Ranger, Steve Propes, said 
working as a park ranger 
has many positive aspects, 
including assisting park visi-
tors, meeting so many good 
people, and forging friend-
ships with staff, volunteers 
and visitors.

“I love the variety of tasks 
that present themselves 
each day,” Propes said. “I 
enjoy working to preserve 
our resources and working 
to make Martin Creek Lake 
State Park the best it can be. “

Dedrick Miller, Park Police 
Officer at Cedar Hill State 
Park, recalled one of his 
more memorable stories 
when he arrived at his first 
duty station.

“Within my first few days 
on the job, I received a call 
about a group of people who 
were lost in the woods and 
became exhausted,” Miller 
said. “At this point, I was still 
learning the details about 
my new job location.  After 
an exhaustive search, I was 
able to find the family and 
provide them with the assis-
tance that they needed.  The 
great appreciation the family 
conveyed reminded me of 
the importance of my job.”

“The advice I would give an 
aspiring park ranger is to get 
involved with parks early on 

through volunteer opportu-
nities or internships,” Mon-
tse Canedo, Park Interpreter 
at Brazos Bend State Park, 
said. “These are great ways 
to start getting experience, 
get familiar with the job, and 
build connections within the 
parks and the agency. Don’t 
be afraid to approach the 
park rangers when you visit 
the park and talk to them! 
We have many roles like cus-
tomer service, park mainte-
nance, education, etc., so it’s 
always a good idea to talk to 
the rangers and find what in-
terests you most.”

Thanks to the invaluable 
work of park stewards work-
ing at Texas State Parks, park 
visitors can continue to be 
able to enjoy these unique 
places for future generations.

 COURTESY PHOTO, TPWD.TEXAS.GOV

DAY OF THEIR OWN: Park rangers in Texas were recognized for their 
stewardship of park lands.
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OBITUARIES

FRANCES MENCHACA
August 17, 1933 - July 31, 
2021

Frances Menchaca passed 
away peacefully Saturday, 
July 31, 2021 at her home in 

Gatesville. She was 87 years 
old. Services will be held vir-
tually Via Zoom on Saturday, 
August 7, 2021 at 2:00 pm, 
with her nephew, Kenneth D. 
Veazey officiating.

Frances was born on Au-
gust 17, 1933, in Gatesville 
to Lee Ortega Sr. and Anita 
Fernandez Ortega. Growing 
up she was very attentive 
to helping her family and 
others. She could light up a 
room with her smile and her 
loving disposition. Growing 
up with so many brothers 
and sisters was the joy of 
her life! She could tell stories 
that would either keep you 
laughing or crying. Family 
always came first! She never 
met a stranger and was al-
ways willing to help her fam-
ily and others. 

She began working at a 
very early age in Waco in the 
retail clothing business, as 
she always held a manage-

rial position wherever she 
worked. After 15 years of 
traveling to Waco, she was 
hired as the General Mer-
chandising Manager at HEB 
in Gatesville, opening the 
Store in 1969. She worked 
in that capacity for almost 
four decades. She was loved 
by all her customers, who 
always looked for her to as-
sist them in whatever they 
needed. She made many 
lifelong priceless friend-
ships, both long-standing 
and new, while working at 
HEB. HEB was her enjoyment 
and never complained about 
having to work long hours. 
She traveled many a night to 
assist in other HEB locations 
throughout Central Texas. 

Frances then branched out 
into the Real Estate Market 
here in Gatesville. She was 
very skillful at being able 
to negotiate for properties 
and find tenants who just 

needed someone to believe 
in them and extend a help-
ing hand. To say she had a 
very big heart would be an 
understatement. She had a 
truly generous spirit. 

Frances was preceded in 
death by her parents, Lee 
and Anita Ortega; two broth-
ers, Raymond and Johnny 
Ortega; two sisters, Sarah 
Garcia and husband, Louis, 
and Rachel Ortega; brother-
in-law, Kenneth N. Veazey.

Frances is survived by her 
husband of 32 years, Ray 
Menchaca; daughter, Cyn-
thia Bond (Ronnie); son, Mil-
ton Maxwell (Marcella); step-
daughter, Monica Menchaca; 
grandsons, Matthew Bond 
(Stephanie), Aaron Bond 
(Leina); granddaughters, 
Jaqueline Raney (David), and 
Victoria Obenland (Timo-
thy); great-granddaughters, 
Brittany Bond, Alexis Bond, 
Maddison Bond, Liliuokalani 

Bond, Makena Bond and An-
nabelle Obenland; and one 
great-grandson, Grayson 
Obenland. 

Other surviving fam-
ily members include, Jesse 
Ortega (Rosie), Gilbert Orte-
ga (Harriett), Lee Ortega Jr. 
(Hilda) and Daniel Ortega 
(Cecile); sisters, Leonora 
Esparza (Lupe), and Gloria 
Veazey. She had so many 
nieces and nephews which 
were all very “special” to her! 
And many spiritual brothers 
and sisters.

Frances was very proud to 
be one of Jehovah’s Witness-
es. Frances was baptized at 
Cowboy Stadium in Arling-
ton at an International Con-
vention on June 28, 2014 
where she was one of hun-
dreds to be baptized that 
day. She loved talking about 
the Bible and hope for the 
future. She always shared 
her conviction with any-

one she talked to, in person 
or on the phone. Her most 
treasured thoughts were 
about the resurrection hope 
which she believed with all 
her heart and looks forward 
to that day to be reunited 
with her family and friends 
according to the scripture 
found at John 11:25, which 
says, Jesus said to Martha: “I 
am the resurrection and the 
life. The one who exercises 
faith in me, even though he 
dies, will come to life.” Her 
hope was to enjoy that life 
forever on a paradise earth 
that Jesus promised. Until 
that day comes, she is rest-
ing peacefully in Jehovah’s 
memory. Despite her illness, 
Frances kept a very posi-
tive attitude and a beautiful 
example for her family and 
friends to imitate. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to jw.org. 

GARY KIT VOSS
July 8, 1940 – August 3, 2021

Gary Kit Voss, 81, of Bryan, 
passed away peacefully with 
his family at his bedside, on 
August 3, 2021. Gary was 
born July 8, 1940 in Jones-
boro, Texas, to Harry Schloe-
man and Lenora Carpenter 
Voss. 

Gary had a happy child-
hood, growing up on the fam-
ily farm. He attended school 
in Jonesboro but transferred 
to Gatesville to participate in 

FFA and athletics, he gradu-
ated in May of 1958.   

He attended Texas A&M in 
1959, graduating May, 1963 
with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration. 
Gary loved A&M, he was a 
member of the Corps of Ca-
dets, and was involved in 
many clubs associated with 
the University, as well as The 
Association of Former Stu-
dents. 

He was an avid sports fan, 
enjoying game days, basket-
ball, baseball and football. 
After graduation, Gary re-

mained a lifelong die-hard 
fan of his Aggies, his favor-
ite colors were maroon and 
white.

In June 1964, Gary was em-
ployed as an insurance agent 
by Allstate Insurance Com-
pany, Gary remained with 
Allstate and served the Bryan 
community for the next 37 
years. He retired, December 
31, of 2001. 

Gary leaves behind a deep 
legacy through his family, 
he is survived by his son, 
Timothy Kit Voss; daughters 
and sons-in-law, Jackie Voss-

Konderla and Jimmy, Jenni-
fer Jones and Albert, Tammy 
Chewning and Chip;  grand-
children, Kristal Millsap, 
Tony K Voss, Wesley Konder-
la, Cory Konderla, Ashley 
Konderla, Robby Hawkins 
and Trinity Chewning;  great-
grandchildren, Dayton, 
Anthony, Natalee, Madilyn, 
Chase, Jamie and Josie. 

Funeral services are en-
trusted to Memorial Funeral 
Chapel of Bryan. 

Visitation will be held 
on Sunday, August 8, from 
5:00pm to 7:00pm, at the fu-

neral home.  Funeral service 
will be held on Monday, Au-
gust 9, at 10:00am at Bethel 
Baptist Church, located at 
9900 SH 30, in College Sta-
tion. Interment will follow at 
Old Bethel Cemetery. 

The family would like to 
thank the staff at St. Joseph 
Manor and Hospice for their 
exceptional care they gave 
Gary.

Memorials may be made 
in Gary’s honor to Still Creek 
Ranch, 6055 Hearne Rd, Bry-
an, TX 77808.

FRANCIS FAYE 
COLLINS HALL
October 11, 1943 – August 
3, 2021

Francis Faye Collins Hall, 
beloved wife, sister, moth-
er, and grandmother died 
peacefully with family and 
friends at her side on August 
3, 2021, at the age of 77.  

Visitation is scheduled 
for Sunday, August 8, 2021 
from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
at Scott’s Funeral Home in 
Gatesville.  Funeral services 
will be held at 10:00 a.m., 
Monday, August 9, 2021 at 
Scott’s Funeral Home, fol-
lowed by a burial service at 
North Belton Cemetery at 
1:30 p.m.

Fran or “Sanci”, as her 
grandchildren, nieces, and 
nephews called her, was the 
first child of Melvin Julian 
and Johnnie Faye Collins.  
She was born in Longview, 
Texas on October 11, 1943. 
Her father, a US Marine, was 

serving in the Pacific Theater 
of Operations at Guadalca-
nal when she was born.  Fran 
lived in Central Texas for 
most of her life.  She called 
Gatesville home for the last 
30 years. 

Soon after graduation 
from Belton High School in 
1962, Fran began her 34 plus 
year career as a Department 
of the Army Civilian. At the 
age of 20, Fran married Hugh 
James Hall and began their 
57 years of marriage togeth-
er that included one son and 
two grandchildren.

Fran’s faith and family 
were her life.  She had a ser-
vant’s heart and a unique 
gift for bringing people to-
gether, was a living example 
of a Proverbs 31 woman, and 
supported both her husband 
and son through a combined 

72 years of service to our 
Nation.  Fran always put oth-
ers before herself, whether 
it was the hundreds of care 
packages she sent to Soldiers 
while deployed, volunteering 
at Coryell Memorial Hospital, 
or serving on several com-
mittees at Live Oak Baptist 
Church. As the matriarch of 
the Hall and Collins fami-
lies, she enjoyed keeping 
us together, connected, and 
loved by planning reunions 
and researching geneal-
ogy.  Fran’s steady hand and 
unfailing support provided 
her husband and son a firm 
foundation to lead Soldiers 
in very difficult times dur-
ing their military careers.  
She was recognized twice by 
Governor George Bush and 
Governor Rick Perry as a Yel-
low Rose of Texas for her 

service to Soldiers and their 
families. Fran was deeply 
loved and will be missed by 
everyone she touched.

Fran enjoyed her career 
with the Department of the 
Army with assignments at 
Naval Weapons Station Yor-
ktown, Fort Eustis, Camp 
Mabry, and twice at Fort 
Hood.  She also worked for 
the United States Postal Ser-
vice and NASA.  During her 
tenure as an Army civilian, 
Fran received many awards 
culminating with her induc-
tion as a Fort Hood Hero in 
2008.   She also served as a 
Malcolm Baldrige Examiner 
on teams across several Tex-
as installations, Ft Bragg, NC, 
and Washington, DC.  

Fran is survived by her 
husband, Brigadier General 
(Ret) Hugh Hall of Gatesville; 

son, Major General (Ret) Bill 
Hall and wife, Wendy; grand-
children, Whitley and Walton 
of Bryan; brother, Mike Col-
lins and wife, Sybil of Salado; 
sister-in-law, Sandy Collins 
of San Carlos, CA; sister-in-
law, Fran Falls and husband, 
Gene of Newport News, VA.  
Fran was blessed with her 
beloved nieces and nephews, 
Kelli, Missy, Marie, Crystal, 
Megan, Kevin, Kenneth, Mi-
chael, and Seth; as well as 
numerous aunts, uncles, and 
cousins.  

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Melvin & 
Johnnie Faye Collins; broth-
er, Charles Collins and sister, 
Rebecca Ray.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al donations may be made to 
the American Cancer Society.

RHONDA RAY 
MORGAN
December 5, 1954 – August 
7, 2021

Rhonda Ray Morgan, age 
66 of Oglesby, passed away 
on Saturday, August 07, 
2021 in Temple.

The family will receive 

visitors from 9:00 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, August 
10, 2021 at Scott’s Funeral 
Home in Gatesville.  Rhonda 
and her family will be escort-
ed to Ater Cemetery by Road 
Riders for Jesus MM, with 
anyone wishing to partici-
pate at 10:30 a.m. Graveside 
services will follow at 11:00 
a.m., officiated by Pastor 
Roger West.  The family re-
quests that anyone in atten-
dance be dressed casually.

Rhonda was born on De-
cember 5, 1954 in Clifton, to 
the late R.B. and Patsy Vaden 
Ray.  She grew up in and 
around Jonesboro, gradu-
ating from Jonesboro High 
School in 1972.  She gradu-
ated from Temple Junior 
College’s Licensed Voca-
tional Nursing Program in 
1977.  She later became an 
R.N., working as the Direc-
tor of Nurses at Hillside 
Nursing and Rehabilitation 
in Gatesville and Ridgecrest 

Retirement Center in Waco.  
She married Russell Mor-
gan on April 8, 1985.  They 
were active in their church, 
Trinity Fellowship Church in 
McGregor, Road Riders for 
Jesus MM and various home-
less ministries.

Rhonda is survived by her 
husband, Russell Morgan; 
daughters, Amanda Ebner 
and husband, Jerry, San-
dra Sanders and husband, 
Gary; brother, Don Ray and 
wife, Theda; grandchildren, 
Skyelar Sanders, Gage Sand-
ers, Sara McDonald, Dutch 
Riefler, Emily Riefler, Jeep 
Sanders, Granger Sanders; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family request memorials 
be made to, Journey to the 
Streets Homeless Ministries, 
c/o Journey Christian Com-
munity, 10424 China Spring 
Rd, Waco, TX 76708.

Obituaries are submitted 
by calling (254) 865-5212 or 
coming by the office located 
at 116 S. 6th Street in Gates-
ville. Obituaries should come 
from the funeral home. Ad-
vance payment is required 
and you may do so when 

placing the obituary.
Obituaries placed by next 

of kin must be verified with 
the facility handling the body 
or the church where service 
will be held. You must pro-
vide the contact info for veri-
fication when submitting the 

obituary.
The deadline for obituar-

ies is 10 a.m. Monday for 
the Wednesday paper, and 
10 a.m. Thursday for the 
Saturday paper.  Deadlines 
are subject to change during 
holidays.

 | OBITUARY GUIDELINES
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099

Public Notices

015

Farm & Ranch
 

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00028680

032

Miscellaneous
 

I Buy Cans “Can Only”. Come 
to 1810 St. Louis St. Call be-
fore coming (after 5pm), 254-
206-0892. Alonzo Ortega. 
00028667

037

Help Wanted
 

Hay Ranch Caretaker: Must 
be familiar with hay produc-
tion and equipment. Outside 
of Valley Mills, TX. Call: 
254-366-6100 or email: 
m.strain.4.uk@gmail.com 
00028644

 

Coryell County Sheriff’s Of-
 ce is currently accepting 
applications for communica-
tions of cers/dispatchers and 
jailers. High school diploma 
required. Must pass back-
ground check. Pick up and re-
turn application at the Coryell 
County Sheriff’s Of ce.  
00028683

HIRING NOW!!! Team mem-
ber with roo ng sheet metal 
experience; Team members 
with roo ng experience (i.e. 
BUR/Shingle/Mod-bit/Single 
Ply); Laborers; Metal Fram-
ers. Must be open minded and 
willing to learn! Must be able 
to work when required and 
work out of town when need-
ed on rare occasions.
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
BACKGROUND CHECK 
TO GET ONTO MILITARY 
BASES AND PASS A DRUG 
TEST AND PHYSICAL. 
Valid Drivers License and 
clear driving record a plus! 
00028655

 

Now hiring secretary. Expe-
rience required. Must apply 
in person at Barron’s Auto 
Enterprise, 1601 E. Main St., 
Gatesville. 00028670
 

045

Services
 

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC
Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00028609

 

CLEAN UP SERVICES: Of-
fering cleanup services for 
buildings, storage sheds, etc. 
Will haul off most anything 
you want gone. Call (254)223-
2366 Rickey or (254)216-
1885 Doug.  00028617

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00028641
 

Ashley’s Landscaping & 
Services. 

Mowing and 
Landscaping. 
254-239-8842

John 3:16
Like us on Facebook 

- Ashley’sLandscapingSe
rvices
00028659

 

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential & Commercial
Complete Re-Roofs and 

Repairs
Fully Insured

Insurance Assistance
254-662-9900 or

Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 
00028131

 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00028669

 

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00028674

 

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00028675

 

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 216-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00028676

  

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00028677

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00028678
 

Kenneth Russell 
Shredding Service
Call 254-223-3119.

00028679
 

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00028682

 

060

Garage Sale
 

Pidcoke Community-wide 
Garage/Craft Sale. Sat., Aug. 
7, 8am-2pm. Sponsored by 
Pidcoke United Methodist 
Church, FM 116—between 
Gatesville and Copperas 
Cove. Set up at no charge! 
Info: 254-547-6673. 
00028625

 

TAX-FREE days at the Re-
sale Shop! Every purchase at 
the shop is tax-free for just 
two days! Fri, 08/06 & Sat, 
08/07. 
00028657

 

WEEKY FEATURE: Of-
 ce and school supplies and 
School clothes for kids! 
Tues., 08/03-Sat., 08/07. Boys 
& Girls Club Resale Shop, 
1706 E. Main. Tuesday-Fri-
day, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 
9a.m.-3p.m.  
00028658

 

Sat., Aug. 7, 7am-Noon, 304 
Virginia Dr. (River Oaks ad-
dition in Ft. Gates area). Baby 
boy clothes, toys, baby items, 
table saw, lots of misc. 
00028668

HUGE MOVING/YARD 
SALE. Downsizing! Lots 
of home decor, furniture, 
outdoor items, men’s 
items, wooden swing set, 
too much to list. Must see! 
In King area, Hwy. 1783 
to King Country Road 
and follow signs. 200 King 
Country Road, Fri. & Sat., 
August 6th & 7th, 8am-
7pm. 00028671

 

070

Land & Lots

072

Houses for Sale
 

I BUY HOUSES, LOTS 
AND ACREAGE.
CASH OFFERS, 

ANY CONDITION.
254-644-3090

00028132

 

099

Public Notices
 

CITATION BY PUBLICA-
TION-FC 103.010 SAPCR

THE STATE OF TEXAS:
IN THE INTEREST OF
MADISON RENEE 
LEGLER-GLASS

CAUSE NO. DC-20-51052
IN THE 52ND JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT
OF CORYELL COUNTY, 
TEXAS

TO: TIMOTHY GUY 
GLASS, Respondent, Greet-
ing:

NOTICE TO RESPON-
DENT: “You have been 
sued. You may employ an 
attorney. If you or your at-
torney do not  le a written 
answer with the clerk who 
issued this citation by 10:00 
AM on the Monday next fol-
lowing the expiration of 20 
days after the date you were 
served this citation and pe-
tition, a default judgment 
may be taken against you.”

The SECOND AMENDED 
petition of ANGELA MARIE 
LEGLER AND STEPHEN 
ROBERT CRAHAN, Petition-
er was  led in the 52ND JU-
DICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
of Coryell County, Texas on 
the 07/28/2021 against GUT 
THOMAS GLASS, Respon-
dent and entitled in the above 
entitled cause.

The date and birth of the 
child/children who is/are the 
subject of the suit is/are:

CHILD’S/CHILDREN’S 
NAME(S)
MADISON RENEE 
LEGLER-GLASS

DATE OF BIRTH
07/17/2016

The Court has authority in this 
suit to render an order in the 
child’s (children’s) interest 
that will be binding on you, 
including the termination of 
the Parent-child Relationship, 
the determination of paternity, 
and the appointment of a con-
servator with authority to con-
sent to the child’s (children’s) 
adoption.”

ISSUED AND GIVEN UN-
DER MY HAND AND 
SEAL OF SAID COURT 
AT GATESVILLE, CORY-
ELL COUNTY, TEXAS, ON 
THIS THE 29th day of July, 
2021.

Attorney for Petitioner or Pe-
titioner:
BRETT H. PRITCHARD
1201 SOUTH W. S. YOUNG 
DRIVE
KILLEEN, TX 76543

Clerk of the Court:
Becky Moore, District Clerk
P.O. Box 4
Gatesville, Texas 76528
Coryell County, Texas
By Ashley Lamb, Deputy 
00028672

 

JENNIFER NEWTON
CLERK OF THE COUNTY 
COURT
P.O. BOX 237
GATESVILLE, TEXAS 
76528

ATTORNEY OR PERSON 
FILING CAUSE 
DREA B. HAIRE
1307 NUECES STREET
AUSTIN, TX 78701
512-543-1622

TO: DECEDENT’S UN-
KNOWN HEIRS
UNKNOWN ADDRESS
UNKNOWN STATE

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF CORYELL

TO ALL PERSONS INTER-
ESTED IN THE ESTATE 
OF SPENCER PETER 
WILLIAMS DECEASED. 
CAUSE NO. 21-10492, 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 
OF CORYELL COUNTY, 
TEXAS. LESLEY NEW-
BURN FILED IN THE 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 
OF CORYELL COUNTY, 
TEXAS ON THE 21ST DAY 
OF JUNE, 2021, AN APPLI-
CATION TO DETERMINE 
HEIRSHIP AND FOR LET-
TERS OF INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATION SAID 
SPENCER PETER WIL-
LIAMS DECEASED.
SAID APPLICATION 
SHALL BE HEARD AND 
ACTED ON BY SAID 
COURT ON OR AFTER THE 
FIRST MONDAY NEXT AF-
TER THE EXPIRATION OF 
TEN DAYS FROM DATE 
OF POSTING THIS CITA-
TION, THE SAME BEING 
THE 19TH DAY OF JULY, 
2021, AT THE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE IN GATES-
VILLE, TEXAS.
ALL PERSONS INTER-
ESTED IN SAID ESTATE 
ARE HEREBY CITED TO 
APPEAR BEFORE THE 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 
OF CORYELL COUNTY 
AT THE SAME ABOVE 
MENTIONED TIME AND 
PLACE BY FILING A 
WRITTEN ANSWER CON-
TESTING SUCH APPLICA-
TION SHOULD THEY DE-
SIRE TO DO SO.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND 
AND THE SEAL OF THE 
COUNTY COURT OF 
CORYELL COUNTY IN 
GATESVILLE, TEXAS THE 
9TH DAY OF JULY, 2021.

JENNIFER NEWTON
CORYELL COUNTY 
CLERK
CORYELL COUNTY, TEX-
AS
BY: JENNIFER NEWTON 
00028673

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288

Assisted Living:  CNA – FT, Days and nights

Cath Lab: RN - PRN or Cath Lab Tech - PRN

Coryell Health Home Health: R1 Case 0anaJer t )T s 3C$ 3R1 � Ior 
Gatesville and Surrounding Areas in Coryell County 

Culinary: Cook t )T )ood +andlers CertiÞcation preIerred� XnderstandinJ 
Iood prodXction� special diets� and sanitation
EMS:  Paramedic or Licensed Paramedic – FT

ICU: R1 t )T �p to �a
Laboratory: Medical Lab Tech – FT. Night Shift (3; 12 hr. shifts or 4; 10 hr. 

shifts)

Nursing: R1 +oXse 6XperYisor t )T �p to �a s R1 or L91 t )T �p to �a
Physical Therapy: OccXpational Therapist t 3R1
Radiology: CT/X-Ray Staff Radiological Technologist – PRN

Surgery:  Cert Central Sterile Tech - FT 

BeQeÞWV�2IIeUeG�
s CompetitiYe compensation s 3aid 9acation 	 6ick LeaYe

s 0atchinJ ���% inYestments
s TXition ReimEXrsement s +ealth� 'ental� LiIe and sXpplemental ,nsXrances

EOE.

Please go to our web site: www.CoryellHealth.org
Ior sXmmar\ oI posted MoEs.

,I�\RX�KDYe�D�JUeDW�DWWLWXGe��ORYe�KeOSLQJ�SeRSOe�DQG�ZDQW�WR�Ee�SDUW�RI�D�TXDOLW\�WeDP��
DSSO\�LQ�SeUVRQ�RU�GRZQORDG�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IURP�WKe�ZeE�VLWe�

E-mail us: humanresources@coryellhealth.org

110 Chicktown Rd.
*atesYille� T;}}�����

oII� ����� �0����00
Iax� ����� ��������

**RN or LVN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and 
Nursing: Licensed in Texas or a compact license.
CMA/CNA: )T � 0Xst Ee a CertiÞed 0edication $ide Ior Texas and 
mXst maintain a CertiÞed 1Xrse $ide Ior Texas
CNA/NA: )T t 'a\ 	 1iJht 6hiIts aYailaEle
Material Management: +oXsekeeper t )T

BeQeÞWV�2IIeUeG�
CompetitiYe compensation s 3aid 9acation s 6ick time accrXal s 0atchinJ ���% inYestments

TXition ReimEXrsement s +ealth� 'ental� LiIe and 6Xpplemental ,nsXrances
EOE

Please go to our website: ZZZ�&RU\eOO+eDOWK�RUJ for summary of posted jobs.
,I \oX haYe a Jreat attitXde� loYe helpinJ people and want to Ee part oI a TXalit\ 

team� appl\ in person or download an application Irom oXr weE site�
E�mail Xs� hXmanresoXrces#cor\ellhealth.orJ

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

GATESVILLE TRAILS APARTMENTS 
101 Trails Private Drive, Gatesville, TX 76528

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS/OPENING SOON

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments. Must be 55 years of age or older. Income limits in place 

with variable rents/Handicapped units available. Appliances provided. Flooring, Central 

Air and Heating, Washer & Dryer Connections, and Community Room.

Contact Manager/Administradora 

Telephone/Telephono: 817-514-6767 EXT. 1
Relay/Rele #711

TLBLISS@SBCGLOBAL.NET
This is an equal opportunity provider and employer/ Esta institucion es un proveedor y empleador de igualdad de oportinidades.

$14.50 25 words or less, 1 issue
2nd consecutive issue is free without changes

Additional Words.....................70¢ each
Bold or Centered Type............Add $1.00
Border.......................................Add $1.00
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We are not responsible for errors when ads are taken over the phone. We ask all advertisers to read over 

their advertisement after the first run and let us know if corrections need to be made. Corrections can be 

made to advertisements after the first run if we are informed immediately by advertiser, so read carefully.
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Apartments

1BR/1BA: $480/mo.
2BR/1BA: $555-675/mo.
2BR/2BA: $875/mo.
**********
Bob Brown Apartments
Of ce: 865-2602/248-1016
2504A E. Main St., 1-5pm 
00028681

Call
Us

for details 

on our

2x2

Monthly

Advertising

Special.

The Gatesville Messenger

254-865-5212

Get your message 
HEARD!

HUGE MOVING SALE!!!

120 Lakewood Drive, 

Gatesville

Fri and Sat August 13/14

7A-1P both days

Sara Jo’s House

Hardbargain Market, Saturday 

7am-2pm, 250 FM 116. Indoor 

Sale. Dr Pepper collectibles, 

antiques, vintage items, tools, 

dentistry items, old electrical 

devices, and much more.

Utility construction for Hor-
ton Tree Service. 40 hours per 
week, driver’s license required. 
Benefits available. Call Ricky at 
682 802 8061

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

A better way to send your message
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rifle was shooting properly. 
What I learned that day in my 
youth was the importance 
of investing in quality rifle 
scopes and making sure to 
have a properly-sighted rifle.

Rifle scopes are a unique 
and diverse segment of hunt-
ing equipment. Scopes can 
range from $30 to $3,000 
and everywhere in between. 
Like most things, you’ll pay 
for higher quality pieces of 
equipment. While I don’t 
advise robbing your bank 
account for the latest and 
greatest rifle scope, acquir-
ing a scope that fits your 
budget and has the highest 
quality can make or break 
your hunt.

With quality brands like 
Vortex optics that have a 
wide array of hunting scopes, 
a typical rule of thumb for 
purchasing a rifle scope is 
that it should cost at least 

the same amount as the rifle. 
This helps to ensure that a 
higher quality rifle is paired 
with a higher quality scope, 
and the combo operates at 
its peak performance.

Spending a day at the range 
and sighting-in your rifle — 
while it can be a little expen-
sive with the current ammu-
nition supply — is one of the 
most rewarding things you 
can do with your rifle. Even if 
you sighted-in your rifle the 
previous season, sighting-
in your rifle frequently can 
make or break your hunting 
season. 

Throughout the typical 
wear and tear on your rifle, 
your scope can get bumped 
or dropped, resulting in your 
rifle no longer being sighted-
in properly. So take some 
time during the pre-season 
to fire a few bullets at the 
range to ensure that your 
rifle is properly sighted-in.

wburkhead@quailforever.
org

HUNTING
FROM PAGE 10

 COURTESY PHOTO BY WILLIAM BURKHEAD

SIGHT IN: Zach Burkhead sighting-in a hunting rifle at the range.
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Puzzle by websudoku.com

SUDOKU
Solution for the  
puzzle that ran August 7.

submersible lights is the fact 
that the bugs are kept at bay.  
Very little light is reflected 
up, which cuts down on the 
bugs.  You know and I know 
that the bugs can get unbear-
able from a hanging white 
light.  

The action can be tremen-
dous under lights.  Concen-
trating the baitfish will bring 
in the predators and at times 
the action will be outstand-
ing especially if the fish are 
in a feeding frenzy.  Many 
indoor fishing docks across 
the country use lights to at-
tract fish.  It is a known tech-
nique.   

There are many different 
portable lights on the market, 
but there are four types I am 
aware of.  They include float-
ing sealed beam lights, fluo-
rescent lights, LED lights and 
submersible halogen lights.  
All of these types of lights will 
do the job.  There are pros and 
cons to each of them.  

Light Emitting Diodes (LED) 
are lights that generally have 
the longest life and use the 
least amount of energy. 

Many of these types of lights 
will run the night on a few dry 
cell batteries. Those that I have 
seen are configured in a sub-
mersible vertical tube. 

Submersible halogen lights 
operate under the surface so 
there is minimal impact due 
to wind and waves and you 
of course minimize the bug 
impact with the light under 
the water. When night fish-
ing on a boat with lights, it 
is a good idea to anchor the 
boat securely so that move-
ment is minimized.  The 
floating lights you choose 
can be placed right next to 
the boat.  The other sub-
mersible type lights can be 
lowered to a desired depth 
around the boat. 

Wait a few minutes and the 
baitfish will move in.  The 
bigger predators will more 
than likely be under or on 
the edge.  Be careful not to 
spook the predators.  Work 
different depths until you 

locate the best depth.  If for 
some reason the fish don’t 
move in, move and find an-
other potential spot.  

michael.acosta@att.net | 254-
396-4855

FISHING
FROM PAGE 10

selves,’’ Howard said.
The Hornets will face Fair-

field in its second scrimmage 
Aug. 19 at Gatesville.

The regular season opener 
is Aug. 27 against Llano at 
Gatesville.

Jonesboro has been work-
ing sophomore Garrett Young 
at quarterback in its early 
drills. Young steps into the 
role of running the offense.

In the first week of prac-
tice, Young and the Eagles 
spent a lot of time working 
base plays.

The Eagles have also de-
buted a new practice field 
this season.

Traditionally, the Eagles 
have practiced on the main 

field at Pruitt Field.
This year, they have an al-

ternate facility, utilizing the 
new baseball field.

At Oglesby, the Tigers are 
practicing on their tradition-
al practice field. The field on 
the practice field and at the 
stadium are in prime shape 
compared to previous years.

 “It’s pretty amazing what 
a little water can do,’’ said as-
sistant coach Chris Villarreal. 

At one of last week’s first 
practices, the Tigers loosened 
up with a four-corner drill 
with players rotating from 
each corner as quarterbacks 
fired passes. It was a quick 
drill that helped the Tigers on 
their pass-catching skills.

The Tigers expect Blake 
Thompson to be the featured 
back this year. 

FOOTBALL
FROM PAGE 10



MARK GOODSON  |  THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

EYES ON THE BALL: Gatesville’s tennis ace, Slone Early, took a tough match from Lake Belton’s Brodie Reed — 6-4, 6-4 .

GATESVILLE  H  OGLESBY  H  EVANT  H  JONESBORO WEDNESDAY, August 11, 2021

INSIDE HUNTING

Take the time  
to sight-in your rifle

The boom of my rifle sent the 
group running into thicker brush, 
only for them to make their way 
back after merely five minutes. 

The boar, untouched by my 6-mm 
bullet, was unamused by what was 
a surefire shot. Frustrated, I sighted 
the boar once more to fire a round. 

Again, I missed the shot, this time 
clearing his back by a foot. 

The boar I attempted to harvest 
had bested me, and rightfully so. I 
had negated to follow through my 
duty as a hunter to ensure that my 

WILLIAM  
BURKHEAD
William Burk-
head is a wildlife 
biologist for a 
conservation or-
ganization called 
Quail Forever. PLEASE SEE HUNTING | 9

C
rawling through dense mesquite thickets in the 

hot sun of West Texas, I worked my way toward 

a group of hogs that had been feeding near a dirt 

path. After I had made the painful trek (and hav-

ing one too many cactus spines stick into my knees), I had a 

clear shot at a young boar that was sure to make its way to 

the smoker. 

PROPER  
SCOPE: A Ruger 
American Rifle 
with a properly 
sighted-in Vortex 
Diamondback 
riflescope.

COURTESY PHOTO 

BY MARK GOODSON
Staff Writer

Slone Early, the No. 1 boys’ singles 
player for the Gatesville Hornets, 
won a tough matchup with Lake 
Belton’s Brodie Reed in the home 
opener for the Gatesville team ten-
nis squad Aug. 3.

Early won, 6-4, 6-4, in a grueling 
matchup with the Lake Belton soph-
omore ace.

The Hornets captured the team 
match, 10-9, to improve the Hornets 
to 2-0 in the fall season.

In doubles, Early and Ty Warren 
posted a 6-2, 7-5 win over Caden 
Marshall and Cole Wieters.

Gatesville ace Stormy Tatum 
cruised to a 6-0, 6-0 win over Jillian 
Webb in singles.

Other wins in girls’ singles were 
by Anna Mitchell 6-2, 6-1 over Maya 
Davies Honea, Julee Sun over Gracie 
Stoddard, 6-0, 6-2 and Kasey Fitzer 
over Elena Judd, 8-4.

Gatesville picked up three wins in 
girls’ doubles.

Stormy Tatum and Julee Sun won 
6-1, 6-0, over Maya Davies Honea-
Gracie Stoddard.

Anna Mitchell and Bri Alexander 
posted a 6-0, 7-5 win over Jillian 
Webb and Rachel Kim.

The third girls’ doubles win was 
posted by Preslea Edmond and Ol-
ivia Walker over Victoria Melendez 
and Elana Judd, 5-7, 6-1 (10-8)

Dayne Zacha and Fitzer post-
ed a 1-6, 6-3 (12-10) win in mixed 
doubles.

Taking losses in boys’ singles 
were Alex Scott, Jesse Strange, Carlo 
Martinez and Tyler Hutts.

In girls’ singles Bri Alexander, Pre-
slea Edmond and Olivia Walker took 
losses.

The Scott-Martinez and Strange-
Hutts doubles team took losses for 
the Hornets.

GATESVILLE TENNIS

Hornets’ Early win tough tennis matchup 

GATESVILLE  
FOOTBALL

Hornets put 
on pads at 
practice for 
first time
BY MARK GOODSON
Staff Writer

Gatesville turns its attention to 
the second phase of two-a-day foot-
ball workouts with their first scrim-
mage Friday Aug. 13 at McGregor.

The Hornets put on their pads for 
the first time Saturday Aug. 7.

“Right now, were just working on 
us and getting better,’’ Gatesville 
coach Luke Howard said prior to the 
Saturday debut in pads. “it’s always 
nice to get the pads on and see who 
surfaces.’’

The Hornets coaches plan to carry 
“40-45’’ athletes on the varsity this 
season. The Hornets leaders in the 
early drills have been quarterback 
Wesley Brown, lineman Evan Han-
son and wide receiver Carson Bri-
zendine.

“We’re concentrating on our-MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Lady Hornet sophomore Barrett Boyd was back at practice after compet-
ing in a heptathlon last week in Houston.

HAPPY TO BE BACK  
AT VOLLEYBALL PRACTICE

PLEASE SEE FOOTBALL | 9

ON FISHING

Night fishing  
under the lights
MICHAEL ACOSTA
As a licensed professional fishing 
guide, Michael Acosta shows you 
how to find them. He has been fish-
ing all of his life, and has been a 
licensed guide since 1998.

A
n alternative to beat the 
summer heat and to en-
joy some great fishing 
is to fish at night.  The 

night has other advantages such as 
generally less wind and no skiers 
or Jet Skis.  A little breeze is still 
preferred especially on those hot 
humid stale nights.

Fishing under the lights has been 
around forever.  Most folks who live 
on the water have lights on their 
docks that attract fish.  I have used 
a lantern, hanging it off of the edge 
of the boat to do the same thing.  

Many folks believe that the lights 
attract bugs (and they do) and the 
fish move in to feed on the bugs. 
Yes some of the fish do feed on 

the bugs, but 
in reality it is 
usually the 
plankton that 
are attracted to 
the light, which 
then brings in 
the small fish 
and then the 
bigger fish.  

The night 
lights avail-

able these days come in a variety of 
colors, but most agree that green 
lights are generally the best.  Sci-
ence will tell you that the most 
penetrating frequencies of light in 
the water are blue and green in the 
spectrum of available colors.  White 
lights are still offered and they do 
work, as white has all the colors of 
the spectrum. However, the general 
consensus is green is all that you 
need.  Some folks may disagree.   

Most of all the newer lights and 
some of the older lights are sub-
mersible.  The big advantage to 

PLEASE SEE FISHING | 9

Acosta
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