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QUESTION  
& ANSWER CORNER
Q: What is Keep Gatesville Beauti-
ful?

A: Keep Gatesville Beautiful is a 
community-driven non-profit or-
ganization that works to improve 
the community’s environmental 
awareness. 

Send us your questions:
editor@gatesvillemessenger.com

Call: 254-865-5212

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

When Wong Lee first stepped foot in Gates-

ville he was a curiosity.

Lee was the first Asian in town, according 

to a 1949 report in the The Gatesville Mes-

senger and Star Forum by Bob Saunders. 

With a queue, a long pigtail down his back, 

and dressed in a Tang suit, a traditional Chi-

nese attire, Lee was popular with the kids in 

town. They paid him daily visits.

“He was a curiosity to us (the children). All 

of us kids made it a point to drop by and see 

how the old Chinaman was getting along,” 

Saunders wrote. “He was always glad to see 

us, I guess he got lonesome by himself.”

Why he was in town was a point of debate.

GATESVILLE HISTORY

A HANGING  
AT THE CHINESE 
LAUNDRY SHACK 

Saunders reported that Col. Hora-
tio Atkinson, the proprietor of the 
much acclaimed Atkinson Hotel, 
sent someone to California to find 
a Chinese man to work in Gates-
ville to wash and iron their cloth-
ing. White laundered shirts were 
a “badge of gentility” and mostly 
worn by doctors, lawyers and bank-
ers, Saunders would write. 

This claim may be in dispute be-
cause many Chinese immigrants 
were already in Texas operating 
laundry businesses.

The Chinese first arrived to help 
build the Houston and Texas Cen-
tral Railroad in 1870. More of them 
would arrive in 1881 with the con-
struction of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad, and once the line was 
completed, some of them decided 
to stay in Texas.  

Saunders reported that Col. Horatio Atkinson, the proprietor of the 

much acclaimed Atkinson Hotel, sent someone to California to find 

a Chinese man to work in Gatesville to wash and iron their clothing. 

White laundered shirts were a “badge of gentility” and mostly worn by 

doctors, lawyers and bankers, Saunders would write. 
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Save a 
buck, shop 
tax-free 
weekend
BY SABRINA ANDERSON
Staff Writer

Texas will be having its annual 
tax-free weekend from Aug. 6-8, the 
final weekend before school starts 
in Gatesville.

Most, if not all, retailers will be 
participating as long as the items 
they carry fall within the tax exemp-
tions requirements. Most items of 
clothing or school supplies are tax 
exempt, and each item must cost 
less than $100.

A shopper can buy two sets of 
shoes each valued at $99 a set and 
still receive the tax exemption, even 
though the total of the two sets 
would be over $100. However, if 
buying the footwear online with a 
shipping charge tacked on and the 
total price exceeds the limit, the 
items are excluded from the pro-
gram.  

Common items not included in 
the tax break weekend are acces-
sories, such as watches and hair 
products; jewelry; sports-specific 
clothing, such as cleats or football 
padding; shoe inserts and shoelac-
es; sunglasses; handbags or purses; 
and camping gear.

Some items shoppers might not 
think fall within the requirements 
of the program are baby clothes and 
bibs, disposable or cloth baby dia-
pers, office supplies, adult diapers, 
baseball caps, children’s novelty 
costumes, graduation caps and 
gowns, sleepwear, and uniforms for 
nurses, military, postal, waitress, 
police or fire personnel.

Online shoppers can take advan-
tage of the program when shopping 
at participating retailers, such as 
Amazon and Walmart.

To fully take advantage of this 

McGregor 
man dies in 
head-on crash
BY KRISTEN MERIWETHER
Staff Writer

Texas Department of Public Safe-
ty Troopers responded to a head-on 
crash on July 18 at 4:31 p.m. on FM 
1783, five miles west of FM 116. 

A 2014 Dodge Ram pickup being 
driven by a 16-year-old female from 
Gatesville was traveling westbound 
on FM 1783 when the pickup truck 
crossed over the centerline around 
a curve, according to DPS. The 
pickup truck collided with a 1997 
Honda Civic driven by 45-year-old 
Shawn Eric Lyndsey of McGregor. 

Lyndsey was pronounced dead at 
the scene by Justice of the Peace Jim 
Caldwell, according to DPS. Next of 
kin has been notified. The driver 
of the pickup was transported to 
Coryell Memorial Hospital with non-
incapacitating injuries, according 
to DPS. 

“Texas DPS would like to remind 
drivers to limit distractions while 
driving,” a statement from DPS said. 
“Distracted driving increases the 
probability of being involved in a 
traffic crash. Don’t put yourself or 
others on the roadway at risk.”
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DEADLINES:

Submit all news articles,  
classifieds and display advertising 
by noon Friday for the Wednesday 
issue and noon Wednesday for the 
Saturday issue. 

Articles about events that have 
occurred 30 days prior to submission 
will not be accepted. However, they 
will be accepted as paid advertise-
ments. 

All articles and advertisments 
must meet our standards and 

newspaper format as determined by 
management.

The Gatesville Messenger  
is not responsible for copy  
omission, typographical error or any 
unintentional error other than to 
publish a correction.

There were 136 Chinese in 
all of Texas during the 1880 
census enumeration. That 
was first census to enumer-
ate Chinese in Texas, accord-
ing to a report written by 
Dr. Edward C.M. Chen, titled 
“Into the Future-Together 
Two Lunar Centuries of Prog-
ress 1877-1937.”

Lee, in all available ac-
counts, worked hard, spoke 

in Pidgin English and spoked 
of going back to China.

He worked and lived in 
a shack just off the court-
house  square on  7th Street, 
then known as Faunt Le Roy 
Crossing Road. The May 
1885 Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Map of downtown Gatesville 
clearly shows the structure 
and labels it simply as “Chi-
nese Laundry.” The structure 
itself wasn’t very large and 
was built flush with the dirt 
sidewalk. The inside didn’t 
have a ceiling and you could 

see the rafters overhead.
He was a busy man, ac-

cording to Saunders, wash-
ing and ironing men’s white 
shirts and collars saying that 
he didn’t do any other kind 
of laundry.    

“I think somebody told me 
that he washed and ironed 
two shirts and six collars for 
two bits [the equivalent of 
twenty-five cents],” wrote 
Saunders. “All he was work-
ing for was to make enough 
money to go back and be 
buried in China.”

Lee would tell a young 
Saunders and his friends 
that if his pigtail was ever cut 
off that he would not be able 
to go home. 

Unfortunately, Wong Lee’s 
wish to return to his home-
land, was not to be. 

“One Saturday night some-
one went into Wong Lee’s 
place, put a rope around his 
neck and hung him from the 
rafters in his front room.” 
Saunders wrote that no one 
knew or cared who had killed 
him because there was no 

law against killing a “China-
man.” 

The sheriff ruled the death 
a suicide.

The kids disagreed. 
They point out Lee’s happy 

disposition and plan to make 
enough money to go back to 
China. 

Saunders wrote that when 
the body was found, Lee’s 
shack had been ransacked 
and that even the floor 
boards had been ripped up 
by someone searching for 
Lee’s money. 

“But he [Lee] fooled them, 
for he put his money in the 
bank,” Saunders wrote. 

Courthouse records do not 
reveal anything about Lee’s 
murder or what became of 
the money he had placed 
in the bank. There was no 
probate of his estate after 
his death. It can only be as-
sumed that he was buried in 
an unmarked grave in the old 
City Cemetery ... a long way 
from his homeland where he 
wished to be.

HANGING
FROM PAGE 1

money saving program, here 
are some tips for shoppers:

n Make a shopping list. 
This will save you from over-
spending and will help to 
avoid impulse buys.
n Show up early. While tax-

free doesn’t carry the same 

urgency as Black Friday, the 
earlier you shop, the more 
likely you’ll find a larger 
supply of items as well as a 
wider selection of sizes to 
choose from.

n Check for additional 
coupons at the stores you 
plan to shop with.
n Shop online. Tax-free 

weekend will be honored at 
most online retailers as long 

as you live in the state that is 
having the exemption.

For more information and 
to see the complete list of 
items that qualify for tax-
free weekend, go to Comp-

troller.Texas.gov and search 
for “Sales Tax Holiday.”TAX-FREE

FROM PAGE 1

Vacation  
Bible School at 
Eastwood Baptist

Eastwood Baptist Church 
will hold its vacation Bible 
school from July 28-30, 
6-8:30 p.m. 

The theme this year is “Life 
is a Highway” and all chil-
dren entering Kindergarten 
through 6th grade are wel-
come to join.

There will be Bible stories, 
puppets, crafts, food and 
music. There will be a “fun 
surprise” on the last day, Fri-
day, July 30.  

Eastwood Baptist Church 
is located at 2518 E. Main 
Street in Gatesville. For more 
information call 254-865-
2948.

Event to benefit 
electrocuted man

A benefit will be held Aug. 

1 for Jason Shields who was 
recently electrocuted by a 
power line on Main Street. 

Shields remains hospital-
ized at Dell Seton Medical 
Center burn trauma unit in 
Austin.

The benefit will be held at 
Bare Bones Barbeque located 
at 4302 S. Texas Hwy. 36. 
The benefit will include mu-
sic, a live and silent auction 
and a corn hole tournament.

Grief support 
available

The GriefShare group 
meetings will be held weekly 
from 5-7 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church of Gatesville begin-
ning Aug. 25. Meetings will 
end Nov. 17. 

GriefShare is a Faith-based 
program that focuses on 
grief topics associated with 
the death of a loved one.

If you or someone you 
know are in need of support, 

encouragement and help in 
your time of grief please con-
sider coming to one of our 
meetings. 

You may enroll online 
at http://www.GriefShare.
org or in-person at the first 
meeting.  There will be a 
fee of $15.00 for the work-
book.  For questions call the 
church office at 254-865-
2014.

Baked potato 
fundraiser for
family center

Hidden Gem Family Center 
will be hosting a baked po-
tato fundraiser Friday, July 
30 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

The meal will include a 
barbecue baked potato with 
all the fixins, a drink and 
dessert for $10. The meals 
can either be delivered or 

picked up.
To place an order, please 

call 254-206-3003 or 254-
317-6178. Hidden Gem Fam-
ily Center is located at 115 S. 
7th Street in Gatesville.

Meals on Wheels 
drivers needed

The Gatesville Senior 
Center is looking for volun-
teer drivers for its Meals on 
Wheels program.

If interested, con-
tact Gatesville Senior Center 
Director, Tonya Sikes at 254-
865-8234. 

The Gatesville Senior Cen-
ter is located at 208 N. Lut-
terloh Avenue.

Williamson  
reunion set for 
early August

Descendants of Stephen 
and Sarah Williamson will 

hold their Williamson Fam-
ily Reunion in Gatesville on 
Aug. 6-7.

A dinner will be held Fri-
day, Aug. 6, at 5:30 p.m. 
at The Feed Mill Restau-
rant. The family will then 
gather at 10 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Aug. 7, at Ranchers 
Steakhouse in Gatesville for 
lunch and a brief business 
meeting. 

Paula Melbern Weeks, of 
Hewitt, is the chairperson of 
the Williamson Reunion.  In-
formation about the reunion 
has been sent via mail to 
all known family members, 
but if you are a descendant 
and haven’t received a note, 
please contact Paula Weeks 
at 254-855-6123 or Marsha 
Richards at 832-233-2725.

Yeehaw! Gatesville 
rodeo is here

Get ready to ride Gates-
ville.

The 84th annual Gatesville 
Riding Club Rodeo is July 29-
31 at 7:30 p.m. at the arena 
located at Veteran’s Memo-
rial Drive in Gatesville.

Mutton bustin’ is held ev-
ery night with a $30 entry 
fee. It is limited to 10 riders 
a night.

Thursday is “Military Ap-
preciation Night” and tickets 
will be $8 for adults, $4 for 
children ages 6-12 with mili-
tary identification. 

Friday is “Back the Blue” 
day and all are encouraged 
to wear blue in support of 
law enforcement. Saturday 
is “First Responder Recogni-
tion” night.

There will be a calf scram-
ble, which will not require 
pre-registration. The junior 
barrels event requires par-
ticipants to register. 

Call 254-493-8954 on 
Monday, July 26, 7-9 p.m. for 
more information.

COUNTYWIDE

Crime Stoppers tips to help you avoid being a victim 
This week Centex Crime 

Stoppers would like to pro-
vide a few tips that could 
help reduce the chances of 
you becoming a victim of 
mail/package theft.  

If possible, consider having 
packages delivered some-
where else. For instance, 
your place of employment 
(if permitted), a secure UPS/
Fed-EX location, or look into 
getting a PO. BOX for pack-
age delivery. 

Subscribing to delivery 
alerts is a good way to keep 
track of packages, and when 
they are delivered. Also, you 
could request that package 
delivery require a signature.  

As always remember that 
many crimes occur as a re-
sult of opportunity, and if 
we eliminate the opportunity 

that reduces the chances of 
you becoming a victim.

If you have any informa-
tion about any local crime, 
call Centex Crime Stoppers 
24 hours a day at 1-254-
865-8477 (TIPS) or visit our 
website at www. Centex-
crimestoppers.org or by 
downloading the “P3” mobile 
app available on both the 
Apple app store and Google 
Play Store. You never have to 
give your name, and if your 
information leads to an ar-
rest, you may be eligible for 
a reward.

Crime Stoppers, residents, 
police, and the news media 
working together can make 
our community a safer place 
to live. Together we can make 
a difference.

Advertise with us
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A better way to send your message

COURTESY PHOTO

PRO TIP: Have your packages delivered at work or a post office box.



Come and enjoy the free 
stage show by sitting in the 
air-conditioned auditorium. 
The show usually starts 
about 1 p.m. You can pur-
chase a meal in the lunch-
room, and you won’t be 
disappointed with how great 
the food is (especially the 
pie—my personal favorite). 

Also, if you want to camp, 
there are RV hookups avail-
able year-round. Please see 
pearltxcommunitycenter.
com for pricing and contact 
phone numbers. The Pearl 
Community Center has a 
Facebook page as well. Be 
sure and like that page to 
keep up with the latest news.

A HAVEN FOR  
BOOKWORMS

The Pearl Cottage Book-
store and Resale Shop is 
always open whenever the 
Bluegrass events take place. 
This little store has over 
6,000 books—both paper 
and hardback. Plus, you can 
find an eclectic mix of knick-
knacks and glassware in the 
store. Actually, you just nev-
er know what you might find 

in the Book Cottage. 
However, you will always 

find smiles, laughter, and 
a welcoming atmosphere. 
Most purchases are “buy 
what you want, pay what you 
want,” and all proceeds go to 
benefit local charities. 

By the way, for all of you 
Pearl history buffs, there are 
at least nine different books 
about Pearl available for 
purchase ranging from $5 
to $15. See or call Linda Ray 
for more information at 254-
865-9282. You can find more 
information about the Book 
Cottage on the Pearl Cottage 
Bookstore and Resale Shop 
Facebook page. Be sure to 
like the page to receive up-
dated information. 

HOMECOMING
The Pearl Community Cen-

ter Board met on July 19 and 
agreed to make the Sept. 11 
Bluegrass Event the Pearl 
Homecoming/Reunion with 
a special welcome to all new 
“Pearlites.” All local and re-
turning Pearl residents and 
new attendees and residents 
will receive special recogni-

tion and a hearty welcome 
during the Stage Show event. 
Please mark the event on 
your calendar and come to 
Pearl — bring friends, family, 
and even people you meet on 
the street to Pearl. There’s no 
place like Pearl.

FISH FRY
The Pearl Church of Christ 

will host its annual Atchley 
Fish Fry and Silent Auction 
on  Sunday, Sept, 6 follow-
ing the 10:30 a.m. church 
service. 

The money raised from 
the auction will benefit “His 
Kids” from Lampasas and lo-
cal scholarships. All are wel-
come to attend church, bid 
on auction items, and enjoy 
the free fish fry meal. 

The auction items will be 
displayed in the fellowship 
rooms of the Pearl Church 
of Christ one week before 
the auction, so stop by and 
start placing your bids at 
that time. Everyone is always 
welcome. Be sure and like 
the Pearl Church of Christ 
Facebook page to keep up 
with the latest news and in-
formation.

CEMETERY PAVILION

The Pearl Cemetery As-
sociation plans to build a 
pavilion to protect attend-
ees from the often-harsh 
weather conditions during 
interments and services. The 
project is estimated to cost 
$4,000, and donations are 
being accepted at this time. 
You may send a personal 
donation or a donation in 
memory of a loved one to 
Pearl Cemetery Association, 
C/O Linda Ray, 1771 CR 152, 
Purmela, TX 76566. If you 
have any questions, you can 
contact Linda at 254-865-
9282. Thank you in advance 
for your support. 

Also, the next Cemetery 
Board meeting will be Aug. 
2 at 7 p.m. at the Pearl Com-
munity Center. All are wel-
come to attend. 

ABOUT THAT UNWANTED 
BIKINI

There are new develop-
ments in the continuing 
saga of the traveling bikini. 
Remember the last couple of 
times, you learned that the 
bikini made its way to my 
house. But now, the bikini 
has suddenly and mysteri-
ously disappeared. Actually, 
I’m glad to see it’s gone even 
though I have no idea what 
happened to it. 

There are clues, though. 
One evening while water-
ing my plants in my back-
yard, I caught a glimpse of 
a car that looked an awful 
lot like Linda Ray’s drive 
off quickly toward the east. 
Before it sped away, I saw 
what looked like Kay Pruett 
in the back seat and Margie 
Cummings getting into the 
front seat faster than I’ve 
seen her move in a couple 
of  years. Knowing them as 
I do, I fully expected to find 
chicken salad sandwiches or 
a large dish of that delicious 

blueberry stuff in my kitchen 
when I went in. 

But, no. Nothing new in my 
house, and, at the time, I de-
tected nothing missing. How-
ever, one morning that week, 
I had decided to take the bi-
kini and donate it to charity. 
I had to get rid of it some-
how before my kids came 
to visit. But, I could not find 
it anywhere. Then I remem-
bered that when I saw Mar-
gie get into Linda’s car, she 
was carrying what I thought 
was a new, green purse with 
black and turquoise strings 
attached. That fleeting im-
age in my head started me 
wondering if perhaps Margie 
wanted that atrocious thing 
and had stopped at nothing 
to acquire it. 

I don’t know the answer to 
that question yet, but I will 
keep you posted as I further 
investigate this new, possible 
development with the ques-
tionable escapade of Pearl’s 
version of the Thelma and 
Louise plus one trio. I won-
der……no, it couldn’t be!

The closing verse for this 
week comes from Psalm 
62:1-1: “For God alone my 
soul waits in silence; from 
him comes my salvation.” 
ESV

To keep up with the latest 
Pearl news online, you can go 
to the “Pearl Cottage Book-
store” Facebook page, the 
“Pearl Community Center” 
Facebook page, or the “Pearl 
Church of Christ” Facebook 
page. The Pearl Community 
Center also has a website: 
www.pearltxcommunitycen-
ter.com. Or you can contact 
me at betsyclark47@yahoo.
com for information or to 
submit any Pearl news that 
you might have.
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NEWS FROM PEARL

Traveling bikini is on the lam 
BY BETSY CLARK

T
he Community of Pearl has several im-

portant and fun events coming up in Au-

gust and September. 

First, the next Pearl Bluegrass event 

will be Aug. 7, which takes place at the Pearl Com-

munity Center. Everyone is welcome to come and 

play, and you can schedule a stage show time by 

calling Anji Pearl Day at 325-665-7996. 

Pickers and grinners are welcome throughout 

the day. Rachel Bates will host a “Slow Jam” in the 

Community Center in the room with the chalk 

board across from the dining room. That event is 

free and there is no charge for the stage show or to 

be a “grinner” throughout the day.

Clark

Win Spurfest 
bragging 
rights, grow  
a beard

Gentlemen, ladies and ...  
children? Prepare to show 
your beards.

The Coryell Museum & 
Historical Center is spon-
soring a beard contest at 
Spurfest Day Sept. 18.

There will be four cate-
gories so men, women and 
children can all compete. 
Contestants need to be 
at Spurfest to be judged, 
times for judging will be 
announced in future Mes-
senger articles. 

 Category One is new 
beards. How fast can you 
grow a beard?  How long 
will it be? Will it be patchy 
or full?  Earn bragging 
rights for the best full 
beard grown. Contestants 
must be clean shaven on 
Saturday, Aug. 7.  

Come by the Museum on 
that day from 10 am-4 pm 
or furnish us with a selfie 
of your clean shaven face 
with a timestamp (or in 
front of a newspaper with 
that date). This gives you 
six weeks to grow your 
beard.

Category Two is exist-
ing beards.  This will be 
judged on longest, full-
est, most original, most 
like Grizzly Adams, etc.  
You can use styling tools, 
beard balm and waxes.

Category Three is fake 
beards. This will be open 
to men, women and chil-
dren. 

You can be as creative as 
you please.  Judging will 
be on most original, fun-
niest, along with best use 
of material used to make 
beard.

In addition to claiming 
the title of best in your 
category, prizes will be 
awarded.

RMP M41774
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$5.00 OFF
purchase of $20 or more

Must present this ad.

2601 E. MAIN  |  GATESVILLE  |  254-865-8706

Gatesville Civic Center

July 31st & August 1st

BUY – SELL – TRADE
Saturday, 9am-5pm

Sunday, 10am-4pm

ADMISSION: $7 per person • Kids 15 and under Free
Free Parking • For more info., call 817-929-1816

GUN SHOW

GATESVILLE POLICE

JULY 21

7:46 a.m., reckless driver 
was reported  in the 9000 
block of FM 116

12:06 p.m., theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
South 23rd Street

3:16 p.m., narcotics/drugs 
was reported in the 2800 
block of South State High-
way 36

4:37 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
1400 block of West Main 
Street

5:24 p.m., family violence 
was reported in the 500 
block of Circle Drive

JULY 22

8:24 a.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
2000 block of Waco Street

12:46 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
2800 block of South State 
Highway 36

1:03 p.m., a five-alarm 
fire was reported in the 200 
block of South Lovers Lane

7:00 p.m., theft was report-
ed in the 100 block of North 
27th Street

9:06 p.m. a hit and run was 

reported in the 2300 block of 
East Main Street

10:36 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported in the 600 
block of East Main Street

CORYELL COUNTY 
SHERIFF

JULY 21

4:08 a.m., burglary of habi-
tation was reported in the 
100 block of Doras Lane

9:45 a.m., a reckless driver 
was reported at the intersec-
tion of East Highway 84 and 
FM 1996

10:25 a.m., an assault was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Liberty Street.

12:31 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
4500 block of East U.S. High-
way 84

2:59 p.m., a minor accident 
was reported in the 11000 
block of South Highway 36

5:20 p.m., a domestic is-
sue was reported in the 500 
block of East Circle Lane

JULY 22

9:39 a.m. an alarm was re-
ported in the 2000 block of 
East FM 931

12:52 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
1800 block of Oak Springs

2:31 p.m., a stop sign was 
reported down in the inter-
section of FM 184 at South 
Highway 36

5:05 p.m., debris in the 
roadway was reported in the 
intersection of FM 116 and 
CR 145

9:40 p.m., burglary of habi-
tation was reported in the 80 
block of Boone Avenue

The DISPATCH
The following is a breakdown of activity reported through law enforcement dispatchers during the period of July 15-18. While there 
were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls 

should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

Whatever  
happened to ...
Compiled by David Scott

TWENTY YEARS AGO
(2001)

--Gatesville High School 
teacher LaVonda Popp was 
awarded the title “Texas Dis-
tinguished Teacher”at the 
8th Annual State Science Col-
laborative Conference.

--Kelly Mainez and her 
17-year-old son, Joseph 
Schraeder, of Gatesville, were 
in flood-ravaged Houston 
lending a helping hand with 
the American Red Cross.

--A gospel musical stage 
play was presented at  the 
City Auditorium to raise 
money for Mount Calvary 
Church of God in Christ. Pro-
ceeds from the play were to 
be used by the church to re-
place their present building 
with a new facility.

--The Coryell County 4-H 
Council was conducting a 
“Summer Fun” program to 
show third through fifth 
grade students the many 
ways youth can be involved 
in 4-H projects without own-
ing animals.

--Jed Gribble won first 
place in his heat and first in 
the feature race at the go-
cart races in West. William 
and Janet Gribble accompa-
nied him to the races.

--Gatesville youngsters 
Luke Howard, Adam Ortega 
and Kenny Price were part 
of an accomplishment that 
most boys can only dream 
of. Playing for the Temple In-
dians, they helped the team 
post a 6-0 record enroute to 
the national championship 
title.

THIRTY YEARS AGO
(1991)

--A one-year old battle to 
save a tree-lined road cours-
ing from near Oglesby to 
Mother Neff State Park had 
county resident Clay Davis 
busy searching for ways to 
protect the area from expan-
sion efforts by an area power 
company.

--Foster (F.O.) Mitchell, of 
the Harmon Community, was 
celebrating his 90th birthday 
at his home with family and 
friends. 

--Judy McClesky and Ben-
nie Hannson, teachers in 
the Gatesville Independent 
School District, were at-
tending the 62nd anniver-
sary convention of the Delta 
Gamma Society International 
in Fort Worth.

--Gary Delz, a former 
Gatesville policeman turned 
country music performer, 
was appearing with Gary P. 
Nunn and Sons of the Bunk 
House Band at the Hippo-

drome Theater in Waco.
--Dick Ford and Joe Ratliff 

of Gatesville were recog-
nized for 25 years of service 
with the State Department of 
Highways and Public Trans-
portation.

--The University of Mary-
Hardin Baylor announced 
that James Crosby had been 
awarded a scholarship for 
Assistant Editor of the cam-
pus newspaper, “The Bells,” 
for the 1991-92 school year. 
James is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Russell Crosby of Gates-
ville and a 1991 graduate of 
Gatesville High School.

FORTY YEARS AGO
(1981)

--Bertha Cross was hon-
ored on her 93rd birthday at 
her home in Flat. Lunch was 
served and guests enjoyed 
ice cream and cake.

--James Bond, British Se-
cret Service Agent 007, was 
back in action in a new film 
called “For Your Eyes Only,” 
which was showing at the 
Town and Country Cinema.

--Members of the 1971 
graduating class of Gatesville 
High School were planning a 
family cook-out at Faunt Le 
Roy Park.

--A barbecue honoring 
Madge and Coach Lloyd 
Mitchell was planned at 
Faunt Le Roy Crossing.

--Robert L. Miller of Gates-
ville, sophomore microbiol-
ogy major, had earned “Dis-
tinguished Student” status at 
Texas A&M University.

--Sgt. James W. Allen Jr., 
son of James W, Allen Sr., 
had returned from a deploy-
ment to the Marine Corps Air 
Station in Iwakuni, Japan.

--Jerry Ashby, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Vester Ashby,  had 
left for the Azores Islands 
where he was going to teach 
school. The Azores Islands 
are located 800 miles off the 

cost of Portugal in the North 
Atlantic Ocean.

--The Guaranty Bank of 
Gatesville was taking a major 
step forward with the open-
ing of its new six-lane drive-
in banking facility.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
(1971)

--Charles Derrick, a medi-
cal psychiatric social worker 
at the Gatesville State 
Schools for Boys, had been 
named to the newly-created 
post of chief of case work 
services at the Mountain 
View School for Boys.

--National Bank of Gates-
ville officials awarded a 
$35,012.60 contract to Ko-
slan Co. Inc. of Giddings 
for interior woodwork and 
fixtures for the new bank 
building.

--Jim Traylor, age 26, of 
Coleman was hired to fill the 
new position of vocational 
counselor and supervisor at 
Gatesville High School. 

--The first Presbyterian 
church ever organized in Co-
ryell County, Unity Presbyte-
rian Church at Turnersville, 
was celebrating its centen-
nial celebration with special 
services.

--A visit to Gatesville in the 
heart of Texas was a prized 
part of his first trip to the 
United States by William 
Woo, 43, prominent Hong 
Kong tailor. Woo was a guest 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Pow-
ell.

--Rex Tilly, minister of the 
East Main Church of Christ in 
Gatesville and the first white 
student to be accepted in the 
theology department of Paul 
Quinn College, received his 
A. B. degree of theology from 
the Waco institution during 
commencement rites.
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Gatesville High 
School renovation  
fulfills district dream
A new library, cafeteria and classrooms 
part of 55,000-square-foot addition

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

What began as a dream for 
the Gatesville Independent 
School District back in 2019, 
culminated Monday with the 
dedication of Gatesville High 
School’s renovations.

The 55,000-square-foot addi-
tion to the high school consists 
of new classrooms, a new caf-
eteria and a new library. Reno-
vations included turning the 
old library into administration 
offices and the old cafeteria 
into more classrooms.

The construction and reno-
vations were done by Mazanec 
Construction.

When asked if everything 
would be finished by the begin-
ning of school: “They [Mazanec 
Construction] know that we’ve 

got to have it ready, and we 
have been on track,” GISD su-
perintendent, Dr. Barrett Pol-
lard said. 

Pollard also pointed out that 
the construction crews had 
been blessed with good weath-
er during construction.

New Principal Marie Bar-
rows will begin her first year in 
charge in the newly renovated 
building.  

“I’m not nervous at all about 
moving up to the principal’s 
position, but the building 
makes me feel like I’m in a 
completely different school in 
a new district or something,” 
Barrows said.

NEW LIBRARY: The 
GHS renovation 
includes a new 
library. The old 
library has been 
converted into 
offices for the ad-
ministration. 

Evant schools announce additions to senior staff

SUPRERINTENDENT:

Brenda Martinez was 
named the new EISD superin-
tendent . She comes to Evant 
ISD from San Saba ISD, where 
she served as assistant su-
perintendent for more than 
four years. 

Before that, Dr. Martinez 
was in Killeen ISD as a curric-
ulum instructional specialist, 
assistant principal and prin-
cipal. She recently completed 
her 18th year in public edu-
cation. Her work spans from 
serving students and staff in 
elementary and secondary 
education, strong curriculum 
support and implementation 
background, administra-
tive leadership coaching, the 
creation and implementation 
of a Pathway to Technology 
Early College High School (P-
TECH) program.

She holds a Doctorate 
in Education in organiza-
tional leadership at Abilene 

Christian University, Master 
of Education in educational 
administration and a Bach-
elor of Science in business 
administration from Tar-
leton State University, and 
a Superintendent  Certifica-
tion from Central Texas A&M 
University. 

Martinez is also a district 
leader representative on 
the Chief Academic Officer 
Council at The Texas Educa-
tion Agency, a member of 
the Equity Assurance Panel 
for Educator and Adminis-
trator Certification Exami-
nations, and is a member of 
multiple administrative and 
leadership associations in 
Texas.

Martinez is married to re-
tired Army Sgt. First Class 
Johnnie Martinez, and they 
have two children, Noah and 
Nojemi, high school junior 
and senior respectively.

PRINCIPAL:

Cheyenne Cook was 
named the Pre-K thru 12th 
grade principal for the dis-
trict. She has been at Evant 
ISD as the secondary English 
teacher for two years. 

Prior to that, Cook was the 
secondary English teacher at 
Bluff Dale ISD. She recently 
completed her seventh year 
in public education. 

Her work includes serving 
students in the elementary 
and secondary education in 
rural school districts. She 
has served as a High School 
UIL Coordinator, taught K-12 
gifted and talented students, 

and sponsored student or-
ganizations such as student 
council and National Honor 
Society.

She holds a Master of 
Education in educational 
administration with princi-
pal certification, Master of 
Education in curriculum and 
instruction with an emphasis 
in Instructional design and 
Technology, and a Bachelor 
of Arts in English all from 
Tarleton State University. 
Cook is currently enrolled 
at Tarleton in the doctorate 
program pursuing a doctor-
ate in educational adminis-

tration with superintendent 
certification. She is also a 
member of administrative 
and leadership associations.

Cook has two dogs: a min-
iature schnauzer and an Aus-
tralian shepherd.

SCHOOL COORDINATOR:

Claudia Canales was 
named the Effective School’s 
Coordinator for the district. 
She is the former response 
to intervention specialist 
for Evant ISD. Canales also 
served as an Instructional 
Coach for elementary educa-
tors and began the process 

to ensure that the school’s 
curriculum is vertically 
aligned and designed to tar-
get all learning standards. 

Canales has over 10 years 
of teaching experience and 
curriculum development 
specializing in assessment 
and data analysis in both pri-
mary and secondary grade 
levels.

Canales holds a Doctorate 
in Education in curriculum 
and instruction, a post-mas-
ter’s certification in leader-
ship and accountability, and 
a Master’s of Science in psy-
chology specializing in child 
and adolescent development 
from Capella University and 
a Bachelor of Arts in inter-
disciplinary studies from 
The University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley. Canales is 
a member of The National 
Honor Society of Leadership 
and Success.

She is married to Lt. Luis 
Canales, a Texas park police 
officer, and they have a high-
spirited first grader, Luis Jr.

The Evant Independent School Board of Trustees 

announced July 18 the school district has added a 

superintendent, principal and school coordinator.

Martinez Cook Canales



BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
Special to The Messenger

Just hold on.
Wait it out, don’t quit, they 

say. Hang on, don’t let go. 
Better times are coming. Just 
hold on – or, as in the new 
memoir, “Trejo: My Life of 
Crime, Redemption, and Hol-
lywood” by Danny Trejo with 
Donal Logue, sometimes, 
you have to just let go.

The first time he went to 
jail, Danny Trejo was 10 
years old.

Within two years, he “was 
a regular at juvenile hall”; by 
the time he was in his early 
20s, he’d spent time in sev-
eral hard-core facilities, Sole-
dad, Folsom, Alcatraz. He’d 
been “locked up, in and out 
but mostly in, since 1956” 
and he figured he’d die in 
prison.

Born at the tail-end of 
World War II, Trejo was tak-
en from his birth mother as 
a toddler because his father 
thought she was neglecting 
the boy. Trejo’s father taught 
him to be stoic, to stand up 
for himself, and to step up 
when someone needed to; 
his beloved Uncle Gilbert 
showed him how to survive 
the streets, and prison.

Gilbert also taught him to 
box, which allowed Trejo to 
gain respect behind bars.

Trejo knew Charles Man-
son. He worked as an inmate 
firefighter. Because he often 
ensured that vulnerable in-

mates weren’t subject to vio-
lence or predation, guards 
came to appreciate him, and 
that led Trejo to better pris-
on jobs. One of the last had 
placed him near where con-
traband entered the prison 
and soon he “ran the heroin 
bag...”

You needed something? He 
could get it.

And then he lost that job in 
a fight that almost put him 
on Death Row. Heroin, pills, 
alcohol, weed, machismo, he 
couldn’t do it anymore and 
he says he began to talk to 
God, promising to help oth-
ers if He saved him. Once re-
leased, that’s what Trejo did: 
he gave up alcohol and drugs 
and began counseling other 
addicts and those on their 
way to prison.

And one of them men-
tioned that he was making 
money as a movie extra...

As Big Hollywood Memoirs 
go, “Trejo” is a very pleas-
ant surprise, starting with 
the fact that most of it isn’t 
about Hollywood.

Indeed, author Danny 

Trejo (with Donal Logue) 
places nearly the entire first 
half of his book in prison, 
among hardened criminals, 
gang members, killers, and 
addicts, while partly weaving 
his early life into his tales be-
hind bars. Trejo doesn’t hide 

anything in his time of crime, 
nor does he minimize any of 
the impacts his family had 
on it, an honesty that allows 
for a curious trust between 
reader and writers.

But this is not a True 
Crime story. Trejo and Logue 

switch their tale at the point 
where Trejo almost acciden-
tally becomes a Hollywood 
extra, and the tone quickly 
changes: darkness lifts from 
the narrative and it’s al-
most... happy. By then, read-
ers will be ready for that; add 

the lack of attention-grab-
bing name-dropping, and 
you’ll be happy, too.

This may be the most 
unique and gracious memoir 
you’ll read this summer, so 
check it out. “Trejo” is a trea-
sure, one you’ll hold on to.

COURTESY PHOTO BY GLORIA HINOJOSA

STORY MADE FOR HOLLYWOOD: Danny Trejo’s memoir is a tale worthy of the silver screen. 
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

70 Years is a lot of saddle time, even for a real cowboy

BOOK REVIEW

This Hollywood memoir is not about tinseltown

CORYELL  
MUSEUM

Indian raids 
and pouring 
lead for  
bullets
BY JANN DWORSKY

This is an article about 
a letter sent to Miss Zelma 
Scott who wrote “A His-
tory of Coryell County.” 
This letter is found in our 
collections, on very brown 
paper, unlined and written 
by Dave Grubb, son of Wi-
ley P. Grubb and Georgia 
Hester in 1945.  

The letter is as follows:

Dear Zelma, 
The Indians came on 

moon shiny nights and 
they would steal all the 
horses they could find, 
throw them together. The 
Indians were good, fast rid-
ers and they would drive 
those horses in a dead run, 
so they would be out of the 
country by daylight. The 
horses that could not keep 
up with the bunch, they 
killed every one of them. 

You had to be prepared 
at all times in case the 
Indians made a raid on 
your home. Father bought 
bars of lead and they were 
put in ladles and put over 
hot fires and melted and 
poured into bullet molds. 
The copper ball pistols 
were always kept loaded 
and double barrel muzzle 
loaded shotguns. You first 
poured in each barrel the 
powder then the gun wad-
ing then tamped it with 
a long stick. Then you 
poured in the shot and it 
was tamped the same way 
then your gun wadding 
over that, then at the end 
of the barrel you placed a 
cap on (the back end) each 
tube. You pulled your ham-
mer back one at a time, 
pull the trigger and shoot, 
then turn and use the other 
barrel the same way. 

Your friend, 
Dave Grubb

Coryell Museum and His-
torical Center is open for 
tours 10-4 p.m. on Wednes-
day thru Saturday. We have 
24,400 square feet in air 
conditioning and 1,000 
square feet in our beautiful 
Courtyard Garden. Tour 
the museum and shop in 
our Gift Shop where we 
have a wonderful array 
of unique Coryell County 
items, Spurfest T-Shirts 
and delightful soaps!

Downtown Cowtown garden worth a visit 

“TREJO: MY LIFE OF 
CRIME, REDEMPTION, 
AND HOLLYWOOD” 
By Danny Trejo with 
Donal Logue
c.2021, Atria $27.00 
/ $36.00 Canada 288 
pages

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

W
hen the summer 
heat is at its peak 
people in Fort 
Worth seek ref-

uge in the shade and beauty 
of the city’s Botanic Garden 
in Forest Park.

“We’re very well situated,” 
says Steve Huddleston, who 
served 26 years as the gar-
den’s senior horticulturalist.  
“We are just west of down-
town Fort Worth in an urban 
setting and yet we have this 
green space here so close to 
the downtown area.  It’s a 
wonderful place for people 
to retreat and enjoy nature 
and see flowers.  We’re an 
outdoor museum of living 
plants so we fit very well into 
the museum district, the 
cultural district.  We’re the 
green lawn of the city, so to 
speak.”

The garden has a signifi-
cant history.

“We are the oldest public 
Botanic Garden in Texas. We 
began in 1934. Our rose gar-
den was the first public relief 
program in Fort Worth. It put 
a lot of men to work during 
the depression.”

The garden covers 110 
acres and even during the 
pandemic attracts 200,000 
visitors a year.  Steve says 
there is so much to see and 
experience he recommends 
visitors spend at least three 
hours in the garden.

“We have a water conserva-
tion garden, a perennial gar-
den, a fragrance garden.  In 
all we have about 25 gardens 
that feature different kinds 
of plants.”

Throughout the year, the 
garden has all sorts of events 
and educational opportuni-
ties. The Fort Worth Sympho-
ny Orchestra does a concert 
over a 3-day period. There 
are formal teas in the garden 
and the exhibits are always 
changing. Just recently there 
were woodpeckers, garden-
ers, a praying mantis and 
other figures made from 
Legos. 

“Right now we have an ex-
hibit called Stick Work which 
consists of saplings from 
American Elm and Rough 
Leaf Dogwood that were 
woven or fashioned into a 
structure that you can walk 
through, look through and 
explore.  It’s very interest-

ing.”
Sculptures are through-

out the garden and there are 
several water features such 
as lagoons, waterfalls and 
pools.  A popular destination 
is the Japanese Garden.

“That’s a 7-acre garden. It 
has 3 large pools filled with 
Koi fish and is beautifully 

landscaped with plants na-
tive to Eastern Asia especial-
ly Japan.  We have a lot of in-
teresting structures in there 
as well. The whole environ-
ment is very authentic.”

Steve thinks a visit to the 
garden is extremely uplift-
ing.

“I love flowers.  They are 

absolutely beautiful. Their 
form, their shape, their col-
ors, their fragrance. They 
make us feel good.”

A mushroom (devil’s cigar) 
emerged from roots of cedar 
elm trees in the garden. The 
state legislature named it the 
official mushroom of Texas.  
It opens up like a star.

SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is the publisher 
of the Hood County News. 
He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and 
entertainment producer/pro-
moter.

I
t seems a lot of mid-
dle-aged folks reach a 
point where they think a 
change needs to happen 

in their life. 
More and more people 

want to stop the life they are 
leading and reevaluate if the 
path they are on brings them 
joy. If, during their evalua-
tion, the answer comes up 
“no” they make a complete 
pivot in their life. We all 
know someone who has been 
a career businessperson who 
resigns to go and teach or 
do volunteer work or spend 
time with perfecting their fa-
vorite art form.

Sometimes the change 
manifests itself in a change 
of location and a move 
across the country. Other 
times it may mean ending 

a long-
term per-
sonal or 
business 
relation-
ship. While 
some peo-
ple find 
themselves 

dissatisfied and wanting 
something else, a few are for-
tunate enough to find their 
peace at a young age and 
spend their life enjoying it.

Mike Craig started riding 
a horse just about the first 
day he could walk. His fa-
ther, “Fat” Craig, was a horse 
trainer and it was only natu-
rally Mike would share his 
love for horses. Fat was one 
of the first AQHA judges and 
a friend of Roy Rogers, who 
at the time was one of the 
greatest idols in America. I 
remember Mike telling of the 
time when he got to meet his 
father’s friend and how the 
impression Roy made upon 
him was so impactful.  Mike 
still idolizes Roy Rogers and 
the ideals Roy stood for, like 
kindness, fair play and hon-
esty.   

Mike showed horses as a 
youth and rode every time 

he could and began learn-
ing how to train horses. “Fat’ 
told Mike in no uncertain 
terms it was very hard to 
make a living training horses 
and he needed to go to 
school and “make something 
of himself.” 

Mike did just that. He got 
his degree and went to work 
in sales and was so success-
ful it evolved into manage-
ment in the food processing 
business. His affable nature 
and ability to resolve tough 
issues led to him having a 
national reputation for excel-
lence. Mike often indicated 
a lot of what he knew about 
business he learned on the 
back of a horse.

“People are like horses … 
they don’t want to be bul-
lied and forced to do things. 
A man can try and force his 
will on another, but in the 
long term it always fails. If 
instead we teach, and create 
a relationship based on trust, 
and a mutual understanding 
of what must be done and 
when to do it, the relation-
ship becomes very special 
and lasts a long, long time.”

While Mike climbed the 
executive ranks and man-

aged hundreds of people, 
he still had a training stable 
where he worked horses of 
an evening and on weekends. 
The business started small 
with just a horse or two, but 
because of Mike’s talent with 
horses and people, he soon 
had a barn full. Mike rode 
every night, every Saturday, 
week after week and year 
after year. His sons Cory 
and David would eventually 
come ride with him, with 
Cory becoming a full-time 
professional trainer and 
partner. Later, the grandsons 
would also participate in the 
riding and barn chores. 

There have not been many 
days in his life when Mike 
Craig was not on a horse. 
I hesitate to think of how 
many animals he has swung 
his leg over. Some were 
good stock, and some were 
complete “pickles,” but Mike 
made each horse better, and 
usually their rider/owner 
too.

Mike is now in his 70s and 
this past week he told me he 
was sending home the last 
training horse he would ever 
ride. The training barn is still 
operating full steam as the 

Craig name has quite a repu-
tation in the horse industry, 
but Mike determined he is 
not going to ride anymore. 
He told me, “It is time. I have 
gotten to the point where I 
need to stop. I do not want 
to, but I know I should. It 
is something I have done 
nearly every day for over 70 
years, and I do not regret a 
one of them. I feel like the 
horses may have taught me 
a whole lot more than what I 
ever taught them”.

Few people find their love 
and passion and get to enjoy 
it for as many years as Mike. 
He is my friend. My dear 
friend, and one of the last 
of his kind. It matters little 
what his successes were in 
business, for Mike got to live 
his passion and be a cowboy. 
Being a cowboy is about the 
biggest compliment I can 
give a man. Mike, Roy Rog-
ers would be proud of you! I 
know I am.

Thought for the day: You 
can tell a cowboy, but you 
can’t tell him much!

Until next time….

sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-
7066, ext. 260

Houston
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MARK COLLIN DAVIS
June 18, 1961 – July 8, 2021

Mark Collin Davis passed 
away on Thursday, July, 8, 
2021, at home after a brief 
illness.

Memorial services will be 

held at 10:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday, July 31, 2021 at Hay 
Valley Baptist Church, 3110 
Hay Valley Road, Gatesville, 
TX 76528.

Mark was a man who loved 
life. He was born in Gates-
ville, on June 18, 1961 to the 
late Thelma and Curtis A. 
Davis, Sr. He was raised in a 
wonderful Christian home 
and forever loved his fam-
ily, his friends and the town 
of Gatesville. Mark attended 
The University of Texas and 
then went on to a successful 
career as a land developer, 
broker and ranch expert.

In 2004, Mark married 
Rebecca Nelson of Austin 
whom he loved and cher-
ished until his death. His af-
fection for her was inspiring 
to all who knew them. They 
shared a love of Labradors, 
the outdoors, travel, music 

and entertaining. They also 
shared many fun adventures 
including South Texas bird 
hunts, fly fishing trips on the 
Texas coast and summers in 
Montana.

Mark’s career in real estate 
spanned 40 years. When he 
looked at a ranch or any oth-
er piece of land, it seemed 
like it spoke to him. He ob-
served “the dirt,” the flow-
ers, the trees, the cattle, the 
birds … whatever was there. 
Then he started to share – 
quietly but with the author-
ity and knowledge that years 
of experience and study 
bring – as he laid out what 
the property’s future could 
and should be. His vision 
always left the honor and 
integrity of the land intact 
while its evolution would be 
part of its natural destiny. 
He loved the land of Texas. 

And, like so many others, it 
loved him back.

Mark’s special gift and 
passion were his friends. 
He was charismatic, loyal 
and a true friend to untold 
numbers. A born communi-
cator, he was not interested 
in texts or email; he wanted 
to hear your voice and talk 
to you either in person or on 
the telephone. He was direct 
and not shy about offering 
his opinion. Mark loved to 
plan festive events, gather 
friends, have lunch, and 
tell long hilarious stories, 
all while lighting up a room 
with his warm smile and 
cheerful personality. He had 
a gift with children and made 
them feel like they were the 
center of the world. When 
he got tickled a whole room 
could find themselves laugh-
ing. He was the camp direc-

tor and the ring leader, and 
kids and adults alike were 
the beneficiaries. He also 
knew how to be with friends 
in their times of need. He 
understood tough times, was 
unwavering and was always 
there to listen and offer a 
broad shoulder to lean on.

Mark was honest and of-
fered leadership and vision 
to his business partners and 
associates. He was generous, 
kind and devoted to his fam-
ily, friends and community. 
He will be missed beyond 
measure and will endure in 
our hearts forever.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and his broth-
er, Curtis A. Davis, Jr.

In addition to his wife, Re-
becca, Mark is survived by 
his brother Gary J. Davis and 
wife, Sherri; mother-in-law, 
Carol Corley Nelson; broth-

ers-in-law, Tom E. Nelson III 
and John C. Nelson and wife, 
Kristen; many nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and his beloved 
dogs, Jud and Duke.

The family wishes to ex-
press their heartfelt grati-
tude to his many wonderful 
caregivers. May he rest in 
Peace.

In lieu of flowers, Rebecca 
has designated that memori-
als be made to The Episcopal 
Church of the Good Shep-
herd (https://gsaustin.org); 
Gatesville Education Founda-
tion to 311 S. Lovers Lane, 
Gatesville, TX 76528; Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Foundation 
– Priority Land Conservation 
Acquisitions (https://tpwd.
texas.gov), or a charity of 
your choice.

Rev. Keith Dyer will offici-
ate the memorial service.

JOHN L. FREEMAN
Jan. 28, 1929 – July 17, 2021

John L. Freeman, age 92 
of Comanche, formerly of 
Coryell County, passed away 
on Saturday, July 17, 2021 in 
Abilene.

Graveside services will be 
held at 2:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 21, 2021 at Pearl Cem-
etery, with Pastor Preston 
Atkinson officiating.

Johnny was born on Janu-

ary 28, 1929 in Gatesville, 
to the late C.E. (Charley) and 
Edith Walker Freeman.  He 
graduated from Pearl High 
School in 1946.  Shortly af-
ter high school, he entered 
the U.S. Navy, serving four 
years until being honorably 
discharged.  He was a farmer 
and rancher for many years.  
He also owned apartments 
in Gatesville and Copperas 
Cove, until retiring.  He has 
resided in Comanche for the 
last several years.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and wife, 
Mary.

Johnny is survived by a 
daughter, Kim Holden and 
husband, Billy; son, Steve 
Freeman;  sisters, Dolious 
Williamson, Inez Arnold; 
grandson, Quade Holden; 
three nephews and one 
niece.

SAMUEL D. MEYER
July 11, 1951 - July 29, 2021

Samuel D Meyer, Jr., 70, 
of Gatesville, Tx, passed 
away on July 18, 2021 at his 

home.  Memorial services 
with full military honors 
are scheduled for 11 AM, 
Thursday, July 29, 2021 at 
the Central Texas State Vet-
erans Cemetery in Killeen.

Samuel was born on July 
11, 1951, in Lock Haven, PA, 
the son of the late Samuel D 
Meyer, Sr., and Dorothy (Lu-
cas) Meyer.  He graduated 
from Bald Eagle Nittany HS 
in 1969 and from Penn State 
Univ in 1999.  Samuel mar-
ried Ellen Snook on April 
3, 2000. Samuel was a U.S. 
Army Veteran. He retired 
from the Army in June 1, 
1994. After retirement, he 
returned to his hometown 
to graduate with a degree in 
Labor Relations from Penn 
State Univ.  He enjoyed a 
second career as a civilian. 

He and his wife Ellen then 
made their home in Temple, 
Texas eventually moving to 
Gatesville, TX where Samuel 
enjoyed planting fruit trees, 
growing a garden, and rais-
ing various farm animals.  

Along with his wife, El-
len Meyer, he is survived 
by mother, Dorothy Meyer; 
three sisters, Sandra (David) 
Workman of Bellefonte, Jo 
Ann (David) Williams of 
Loganton and Susan (John) 
Dotterer of Mill Hall; two 
brothers, Steven (Brenda) 
Meyer, Tim (Tammy) Meyer: 
and multiple nieces and 
nephews and his fur babies, 
Sophia and Bug.

In addition to his father, 
he was preceded in death by 
a brother, Scott Meyer and 
his loyal fur baby Beau.

TIM YEAMAN
Aug. 8, 1950 - July 21, 2021

Tim Yeaman, age 70 of 
Seagoville, passed away on 
Wednesday, July 21, 2021 at 

his home.
Graveside services with 

military honors, will be held 
at 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, 
July 28, 2021 at Restland 
Cemetery in Gatesville, with 
Brian Parker officiating.

Tim was born on August 
8, 1950 in Ft. Worth, to Net-
tie Myers Yeaman and the 
late Rudolph Yeaman.  He 
grew up in Natchez, Missis-
sippi.  He entered the U.S. 
Army in 1968 and served in 
Vietnam from 1969 to 1970 
in the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, where he received the 
Bronze Star Medal and Pur-
ple Heart. He was honorably 
discharged as a Sergeant in 
1971. He married the love 
of his life, Lorene McLeod in 
1977.  Tim worked for The 
Hockaday School for girls in 

Dallas, from 1992 until his 
retirement in 2015.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Lorene Yeaman 
in 2010; father, Rudolph 
Yeaman; father and mother-
in-law, Willis G. and Hed-
wig McLeod; brother-in-law, 
Kenneth Thompson; nieces, 
Jessica Mcleod, Amanda 
Thompson Carver; nephews, 
Randy Russell and Lucas 
Thompson.

Tim is survived by his chil-
dren, Krista Ochoa, Daniel 
Yeaman and wife, Jennifer; 
Robyn Yeaman; mother, Net-
tie Yeaman; brothers, Jeff 
Yeaman, Jay Yeaman; and 
three grandchildren, Scott 
Yeaman, William Yeaman 
and Torin Smith.

Obituaries are submitted 
be calling (254) 865-5212 or 
coming by the office located 
at 116 S. 6th Street in Gates-
ville. Obituaries should 
come from the funeral 
home. Advance payment is 
required and you may do so 
when placing the obituary.

Obituaries placed by next 
of kin must be verified with 
the facility handling the 

body or the church where 
service will be held. You 
must provide the contact 
info for verification when 
submitting the obituary.

The deadline for obituar-
ies is 10 a.m. Monday for 
the Wednesday paper, and 
10 a.m. Thursday for the 
Saturday paper.  Deadlines 
are subject to change during 
holidays.

 | OBITUARY GUIDELINES
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Public Notices
 

Use the patented Flea Beacon 
to control  eas in the home 
without toxic aerosols or ex-
pensive exterminators. Re-
sults overnight! Coryell Feed 
& Supply. 865-6315. (www.
kennelvax.com) 
00028633

 

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 
00028591

017

Livestock
 

WANTED
2 yr. old Charolais Bull
Trich and fertility tested with 
paperwork
Call 254-238-1647 
00028652

037

Help Wanted
 

Coryell County Sheriff’s Of-
 ce is currently accepting 
applications for communica-
tions of cers/dispatchers and 
jailers. High school diploma 
required. Must pass back-
ground check. Pick up and re-
turn application at the Coryell 
County Sheriff’s Of ce.  
00028596

 

Hay Ranch Caretaker: Must 
be familiar with hay produc-
tion and equipment. Outside 
of Valley Mills, TX. Call: 
254-366-6100 or email: 
m.strain.4.uk@gmail.com 
00028644

 

NOTICE

The City of Evant is accepting 
applications for an adminis-
trative/clerical of ce employ-
ee. Computer and  nancial 
skills required, knowledge of 
City operations and billing 
procedures a plus. Accepting 
applications until position is 
 lled. Call 254-471-3135 for 
questions about this position. 
A job application may be ob-
tained at City Hall, 598 East 
Hwy. 84, Evant, Texas, or on-
line at cityofevanttx.com. The 
City of Evant is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. 
00028650

045

Services
 

Ashley’s Landscaping & 
Services

Mowing & Landscaping
254-239-8842

John 3:16
Like us on Facebook

 

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC
Mowing, landscaping, brush 
clearing, trash clean up/haul 
off, Ospho Prime & Painting 
for Pipe Fence. John Capella, 
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00028609

 

CLEAN UP SERVICES: Of-
fering cleanup services for 
buildings, storage sheds, etc. 
Will haul off most anything 
you want gone. Call (254)223-
2366 Rickey or (254)216-
1885 Doug. 
00028617

 

 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences,  ooring, 
windows, siding, roo ng, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00028583

 

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00028586

 

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 

serving all 
Central Texas area.

Commercial & Residential
Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00028587

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287.  00028589
 

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00028593

 

 

25 cent Sale! Tues., July 27 
through Sat., July 31. Boys 
& Girls Club Resale Shop, 
1706 E. Main. Tuesday-Fri-
day, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 
9a.m.-3p.m.  
00028567

 

Rain or Shine. Big 6-family 
Garage Sale. Clothes, kitchen, 
home decor, bedding, holiday 
decorations, lots misc. Thurs-
day, July 29, 9-5:30, Friday, 
July 30, 9-1:30. East on Hwy. 
36 to Hwy. 236 1 mile, 2nd 
house on right. 
00028645

070

Land & Lots

072

Houses for Sale
 

I BUY HOUSES, LOTS 
AND ACREAGE.
CASH OFFERS, 

ANY CONDITION.
254-644-3090

00028132

078

Apartments

1BR/1BA: $480/mo.
2BR/1BA: $555-675/mo.
2BR/2BA: $875/mo.
**********
Bob Brown Apartments
Of ce: 865-2602/248-1016
2504A E. Main St., 1-5pm 
00028592

 

 

Invitation for Bids

The Jonesboro ISD will re-
ceive sealed bids for a FUEL 
VENDOR (Both Gas and Die-
sel) for the 2021-22 school 
year until July 29, 2021 at 
3:00 PM at the Jonesboro ISD 
Superintendent Of ce located 
at 14909 S. HWY 36, Jones-
boro, Texas 76538. 

Bids will be opened and 
awarded at the regularly 
scheduled JISD Board Meet-
ing on July 29, 2021 at 6:00 
PM located at 14909 S. HWY 
36, Jonesboro, Texas 76538 
in the JISD Meeting Room.

All questions should be di-
rected to Matt Dossey, Jones-
boro ISD Superintendent at 
254-463-2111 or matt.dos-
sey@jonesboroisd.net. 

Jonesboro ISD does not dis-
criminate on the basis of age, 
color, creed, disability, mari-
tal status, veteran status, na-
tional origin, race or sex in 
the educational programs and 
activities which it operates. 
00028646

 

Invitation for Bids

The Jonesboro ISD will re-
ceive sealed bids for a PRO-
PANE VENDOR for the 
2021-22 school year until July 
29, 2021 at 3:00 PM at the 
Jonesboro ISD Superinten-
dent Of ce located at 14909 
S. HWY 36, Jonesboro, Texas 
76538. 

Bids will be opened and 
awarded at the regularly 
scheduled JISD Board Meet-
ing on July 29, 2021 at 7:00 
PM located at 14909 S. HWY 
36, Jonesboro, Texas 76538 
in the JISD Meeting Room.

All questions should be di-
rected to Matt Dossey, Jones-
boro ISD Superintendent at 
254-463-2111 or matt.dos-
sey@jonesboroisd.net. 

Jonesboro ISD does not dis-
criminate on the basis of age, 
color, creed, disability, mari-
tal status, veteran status, na-
tional origin, race or sex in 
the educational programs and 
activities which it operates. 
00028647

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Robert E. 
Old, Deceased, were issued 
on 6-14-21, in Cause No. 21-
10462, pending in the County 
Court at Law of Coryell Coun-
ty, Texas, to: David E. Old.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: David E. Old
22114 Avalon Street
St. Clair Shores, Michigan 
48080

DATED the 21st day of July, 
2021.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for David E. Old
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hot-
mail.com 
00028653

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of William Al-
len Beasley, Deceased, were 
issued on 6-24-21, in Cause 
No. 21-10452, pending in the 
County Court at Law of Cory-
ell County, Texas, to: Jennifer 
Evans Harper.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Jennifer Evans Harper
Estate of William Allen Bea-
sley
38 Crescent View Court
The Woodlands, Texas 77381

DATED the 21st day of July, 
2021.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Jennifer Evans 
Harper
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hot-
mail.com 
00028654

Laerdal Medical Corporation seeks to work in Gatesville, TX: 

1) Product Manager- Patient Care, Nursing to manage the 

Nursing product portfolio providing the development team’s 

ability to create and provide solutions to meet global nursing 

needs. Need Master’s degree in Business, Nursing or Allied 

Health related degree plus 1 year of business development 

professional, academic, and practicing markets. Will also 

accept Bachelors + 36 months exp. Must complete CPR 

training on an annual basis using Laerdal equipment. Up to 

50% domestic & intl’ travel required. Job code N-2001. 2)
E-Supply Chain Engineer to lead and participate in projects 

within e-Supply Chain services, Manufacturing and Global 

Supply Chain, utilizing QAD (ERP) and Agile (PLM) systems, 

for provider of training, educational and therapy products for 

lifesaving and emergency medical care. Requires Bachelor’s 

degree in Logistics, Supply Chain Management or Engineering 

experience working in Supply Chain Management, including 

experience with medical devices and ERP and PLM systems. 

Will accept Master’s + 2 yrs. exp. Domestic & International 

travel (10%) required. Job code N-2002.

Submit resume to Magdalena García  at Magdalena.Garcia@

laerdal.com.  Must put job code on resume.

110 Chicktown Rd.
*atesYille� T;}}�����

oII� ����� �0����00
Iax� ����� ��������

**RN or LVN FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and Nursing:  
Licensed in Texas or a compact license.
CMA/CNA: )T � 0Xst Ee a CertiÞed 0edication $ide Ior Texas and mXst maintain 
a CertiÞed 1Xrse $ide Ior Texas
CNA/NA: )T t 'a\ 	 1iJht 6hiIts aYailaEle

)T�'a\s 0edicare 	 0edicaid EillinJ as well as 3a\roll 
experience a plXs
Material Management: +oXsekeeper t )T

CompetitiYe compensation s 3aid 9acation s 6ick time accrXal s 0atchinJ ���% inYestments
TXition ReimEXrsement s +ealth� 'ental� LiIe and 6Xpplemental ,nsXrances

EOE

Please go to our website: for summary of posted jobs.
,I \oX haYe a Jreat attitXde� loYe helpinJ people and want to Ee part oI a TXalit\ 

team� appl\ in person or download an application Irom oXr weE site�
E�mail Xs� hXmanresoXrces#cor\ellhealth.orJ

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288

Assisted Living:  CNA – FT, Days and nights

Coryell Health Home Health: R1 Case 0anaJer t )T s 3C$ 3R1 � Ior 
Gatesville and Surrounding Areas in Coryell County 

Culinary: Cook t )T )ood +andlers CertiÞcation preIerred� XnderstandinJ 
Iood prodXction� special diets� and sanitation
ED/ICU: R1 )T � �p to �a
EMS:  3aramedic or Licensed 3aramedic t )T
Laboratory: 0edical LaE Tech t )T. 1iJht 6hiIt ��� 1� hr. shiIts or �� 10 hr. 
shifts)

Nursing: R1 +oXse 6XperYisor t )T �p to �a       
Physical Therapy: OccXpational Therapist t 3R1
Radiology: CT�;�Ra\ 6taII RadioloJical TechnoloJist t 3R1
Surgery:  Cert Central 6terile Tech � )T s 6XrJer\ ConcierJe t )T 

s CompetitiYe compensation s 3aid 9acation 	 6ick LeaYe
s 0atchinJ ���% inYestments

s TXition ReimEXrsement s +ealth� 'ental� LiIe and sXpplemental ,nsXrances
EOE.

3lease Jo to oXr weE site� www.Cor\ell+ealth.orJ
Ior sXmmar\ oI posted MoEs.

E�mail Xs� hXmanresoXrces#cor\ellhealth.orJ

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

GATESVILLE TRAILS APARTMENTS 
101 Trails Private Drive, Gatesville, TX 76528

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS/OPENING SOON

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments. Must be 55 years of age or older. Income limits in place 

with variable rents/Handicapped units available. Appliances provided. Flooring, Central 

Air and Heating, Washer & Dryer Connections, and Community Room.

Contact Manager/Administradora 

Telephone/Telephono: 817-514-6767 EXT. 1
Relay/Rele #711

TLBLISS@SBCGLOBAL.NET
This is an equal opportunity provider and employer/ Esta institucion es un proveedor y empleador de igualdad de oportinidades.

015

Farm & Ranch

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

Kenneth Russell 
Shredding Service
Call 254-223-3119.

00028595

AVILES
TOTAL SERVICES

Remodeling
Decks

Flooring
Tile

Painting
Fencing

Odd & End Jobs
Customer Satisfaction 

Guaranteed
254-679-6504

00028641

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and 
Commercial

Complete Re-Roofs and 
Repairs

Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 

00028131

045

Services

045

Services

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00028590

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and 

Roll-off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 216-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00028588
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Garage Sale

078

Apartments

078

Apartments
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865-5212865-5212865-5212865-5212865-5212

Call
Us

for details 

on our

2x2

Monthly

Advertising

Special.

The Gatesville Messenger

254-865-5212

By shopping local, 

you are helping your 

community thrive. 

Every dollar spent 

counts! Not only are 

local jobs being created 

and sustained, but 

sales tax generation 

supports our police 

and fire departments, 

road maintenance, 

parks and an overall 

quality of life.

A study done by Civic 

Economics found that 

for every dollar spent 

in a local small business,

48 cents recirculate into 

our community. For 

every dollar spent at 

a chain retailer, 14 cents

finds it way back into 

the local economy; 

whereas, sales and use 

taxes paid for online 

purchases go to the state

where the company or 

warehouse is located.

WHY

SHOP

LOCAL?
Economic
Vitality!
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1-888-728-0360
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5

1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  
License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFF-
NW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Reg-
istration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  
Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Reg-
istration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE

GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

FREE ESTIMATES FREE INSPECTIONS

& EXTERIORS

RESIDENTIAL  |  COMMERCIAL

ZANE WASHBURN (254) 216-2474

COLTEN WASHBURN (254) 216-2377

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 7/26/21).......

$1796.10
SILVER (XAG/USD 7/26/21)..........

$25.16

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon
Saturday, July 24, 2021 

Jody & Robin Thomas
(254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville
(254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 175-210 
300-400 lb. 165-205 
400-500 lb. 165-200
500-600 lb. 145-170
600-700 lb. 130-155
700-800 lb. 130-145
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 130-165
300-400 lb. 130-160    
400-500 lb. 130-155
500-600 lb. 130-150
600-700 lb. 125-140
700-800 lb. 115-130

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 70-81
Low Yielding 55-67       
Fats 60-70
Thin & Shelly 40-50

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 80-101

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1350-1850
Young Fair 1150-1350 
Aged Pairs 900-1150

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 550-1200

Number of Head 1423

Trust your 
message to the 

254-865-5212

Advertise 
with us

improve habitat conditions. 
Many people hear the word 
fire and immediately associ-
ate this as a negative implica-
tion on the landscape, how-
ever contrary to many media 
sources, fire has been used 
throughout history. Native 
Americans benefited from 
and used fire as it rolled 
across the landscape and 
provided many ecological 
benefits to various ecosys-

tems.
Prescribed fire provides 

many ecological benefits 
such as deterring woody 
vegetation growth, improv-
ing and restoring native 
grasslands and rangelands, 
and reducing fuel loads on a 
property, which diminishes 
wildfire potential. 

Woody vegetation en-
croachment provides a large 
obstacle, when trying to 
restore or maintain a native 
grassland or rangeland. Fire 
helps to deter the growth of 
woody species, like cedar 

trees, while also promoting 
the native grass and forb 
species (excellent foliage for 
various wildlife) found in an 
area. 

With the promotion of 
grasses and forbs, habi-
tat can be converted and 
maintained to grasslands 
or rangelands. This type of 
habitat supports numerous 
wildlife species like quail, 
turkey, and deer. Incorporat-
ing a fire regime also helps 
to diminish the fuel load on 
the property. 

With the absence of fire, 
vegetation grows into thick-
ets and raises the potential 
of a wildfire. However, with 
the use of prescribed fire, the 
amount of combustible fuel 
on a landscape is reduced 
and prevents the likelihood 
of a catastrophic wildfire. 
These ecological benefits to 
prescribed fire help biolo-
gists and landowners to bet-
ter manage and improve the 
habitat on their properties.

While there are many ben-
efits to prescribed fire, it is 

important to conduct these 
operations in a safe and ef-
ficient manner. Contacting a 
local biologist and discuss-
ing your property is the first 
and most important step. 
Biologists from Quail For-
ever, TPWD, Texas Forest 
Service (TFS) and other enti-
ties can help assist landown-
ers with prescribed fire, as 
well as helping with some of 
the financial costs. With the 
help of a biologist, landown-
ers can plan and implement 
prescribed fire regimes 
throughout their properties, 
allowing for the habitat value 
and wildlife productivity to 
increase exponentially.

wburkhead@quailforever.
org

BACKHOE  •  DOZER

SKIDSTEER  •  BRUSH CLEANING

Jed Gribble Construction

Jed Gribble, Owner   P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528
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Kirby Ruiz
CONTRACTOR

C: 254-223-3659

O: 512-884-1287

kirby@priorityroofs.com

Custom Service is our #1 Priority

15300 FM 1825, 

Bldg B, Ste 109

Pflugerville, TX 78660

WWW.PRIORITYROOFS.COM

Tigers play in coaches 
all-star games
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SUDOKU
Solution for the  
puzzle that ran July 24.
(PUZZLE NO. 07)

A PUTT, A PUFF

MARK GOODSON | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Brian Strazza putts Friday during a round of golf at the  
Gatesville Country Club.

The Oglesby Tigers had 
four football players and 
three basketball players 
participate in the Texas 
High School Coaches All-
Star games last week in San 
Antonio as part of coaching 
school.

McKinnah Herrings and 

Caitlyn Hoskins played in the 
girls basketball game.

Gunnar Schulz was in the 
boys basketball game.

Coltin Brock,  Nash Shaw, 
Ian Markum and Davin Bur-
row represented the Tigers in 
football.

Oglesby foot-
ball players 
Coltin Brock,  
Nash Shaw, Ian 
Markum and 
Davin Burrow.
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INSIDE HUNTING

When fire helps the ecology to regenerate 

SOFTBALL TOURNEY 
The Gatesville Recreation Depart-

ment is accepting adult softball 
teams for the annual Marshall Day 
Memorial Tournament.

The tournament will be held Aug. 
2-3 at the city’s ball fields.

Entry fee is $375 for teams for the 
tournament which includes regis-
tration for the 10-game adult soft-
ball league.

For more information contact 
Seth Phillips at 254 535-4794.

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
The Gatesville Chamber of Com-

merce Golf Tournament will be 
Saturday, Aug. 7 at the Gatesville 
Country Club.

The four-person scramble tourna-
ment begins with a noon shotgun 
start.

Entry fee is $100 per player and 
$400 per team.

The fee includes a meal.
There will be also a silent auction.
Prizes and contests will be includ-

ed for closest to the pin and longest 
drive.

Proceeds will be used for further 
expanding the services and resourc-
es  the local chamber provides its 
members.

For more information contact 
Gatesville Country Club at 254-865-
6917 or the Gatesville Chamber of 
Commerce at 254-865-2617.

GATESVILLE CAMPS
Gatesville High School will hold 

a volleyball camp July 26-28 for 
incoming first through ninth grad-
ers at Sydney L. Pruitt Gymnasium. 
Sessions are 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Cost is $40. 

Contact: coach Janey Weber at 
(254) 216-2976.

Football will hold a camp for sev-
enth through ninth graders from 
July 26-28 at Tommy Davidson 
Field. Cost is $40.  

Contact: coach Luke Howard at 
(254) 679-9061.

Tennis will hold a camp July 29-
31 at the GHS tennis courts for kin-
dergarten-ninth graders. Sessions 
are 2-4 p.m. on the 29th and from 
8-10 a.m. on the 30th and 31st. 

Contact: coach Wendell Jones at 
(254) 258-2585.

POOL TIME
The Gatesville city swimming pool 

is offering season passes for $70 
that include up to four family mem-
bers. Additional family members 
can be added for $10 a piece.

Daily passes are $3 per patron.
The city pool hours are noon to 6 

p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays.

On Tuesdays and Thursdays, the 
pool hours are noon to 10 p.m.

Sunday hours are 1 to 6 p.m.
The pool is open throughout the 

summer.

FLAG FOOTBALL
The Gatesville Youth Flag Football 

League will take registration from 
Aug. 12-Sept. 9.

Cost is $45 per team.
Draft for the league is Sept. 12-19.
The season starts Oct. 9.
The league is for youths from 

five years of age through the sixth 
grade.

‘Real cowboys still ride horses’
Gatesville rodeo bucks out of the gate Thursday 

Prescribed burns a neccesity in managing hunting land 
With the help of numerous TPWD 

biologists throughout the area, we 
covered hundreds of acres on the 
WMA, setting back the successional 
process of the Post Oak Savannah 
habitat. The prescribed fire helped 
to deter eastern red cedar growth, 
while also promoting the native 
grass and forb species (excellent 
foliage for various wildlife) found in 
the area.

While wildfires may consume 
parts of the western United States, 
prescribed fire is a tool utilized by 
wildlife biologists and other con-
servation professionals to help 

WILLIAM  
BURKHEAD
William Burk-
head is a wildlife 
biologist for a 
conservation or-
ganization called 
Quail Forever. 
He works with 
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife promot-
ing a program 
that increases 
public hunting 
land by leasing 
privately-owned 
properties.

C
arrying a drip torch full of a healthy 

mix of gasoline and diesel, I walked the 

perimeter of a burn area on the Gus 

Engeling Wildlife Management Area 

(WMA). 

The landscape across the WMA was a mosa-

ic of smoldering vegetation, with few pockets 

untouched by the fire. 

The scorching hot summer permitted my 

college intern with Texas Parks and Wildlife 

to experience a frequently used habitat man-

agement technique in a wildlife biologists’ 

toolbelt … prescribed fire. 

FIRE  
MANAGEMENT:  
A recent  
prescribed fire 
burns on the Gus 
Engeling Wildlife 
Management 
Area.

COURTESY PHOTO BY 
WILLIAM BURKHEAD
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SPORTS 
SHORTS

“Real cowboys still ride horses. I appreciate the tradition of the cowboy and rodeo.”

JERRY SEGRAVES

BY MARK GOODSON
Sports Editor

T
hursday July 29 kicks off the three-day fes-

tivities at the 84th annual Gatesville Riding 

Club Rodeo.

For Gatesville’s Jerry Segraves it will mark 

the fourth straight year that he has been a board mem-

ber with the Gatesville Riding Club, the organization 

that has run the show in recent years.

“Real cowboys still ride horses,’’ 
said Segraves, who spends a lot of 
his time on tractors and horse-
back.

Rodeo is still strong in Texas 
and in the Segraves family.

“I appreciate the tradition of the 
cowboy and rodeo,’’ he said.

Segraves granddaughter Marin 
is a member of the local Riding 
Club. The 13-year-old and 11-year-
old Kaylee Fabor are both accom-
plished riders. 

The club includes riders of all 

ages, up to some more than 60 
years of age.

The riding club’s riders are from 
Harker Heights, Clifton, Jonesboro 
and Gatesville.

Special events include Military 
Appreciation night on Thursday, 
Back the Blue on Friday and First 
Responder Recognition on Satur-
day.

Tickets are $10 and kids from 
six to 12 are $5. Kids five and un-
der get in free.
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ON THE FENCE: Jerry Segraves and Joby Mooney are board members for the Gatesville Riding Club.
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