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ANTIBOYCOTT ENFORCEM ENT GUIDANCE GETTING CLOSER

Just because some Middle East countries have said they are ending their primary boycott of
Israel is “no reason to let your guard down,” warns Wendy Wysong, the Bureau of Industry and
Security (BIS) Deputy Assistant Secretary for Export Enforcement.  While governments such as
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia say they are changing their boycott policies, boycott-related language
may remain imbedded in private-sector, shipping and banking documents and may still trigger
antiboycott compliance requirements, she told the BIS Regulations and Procedures Technical
Advisory Committee June 13.  Based on the policies of the Treasury Department, which
maintains the list of countries supporting the boycott, “unless there has been a repeal of the
actual boycott law, there is still a presumption that they are a boycotting country,” she said.

Wysong said the antiboycott enforcement guidance that BIS has been drafting for
18 months will be proposed in the Federal Register in about a month.  She said
BIS intends to make several changes in the proposal.  One change would clarify
that “violations that are disclosed in the course of seeking advice from OAC by
telephone or e-mail is not information received from another source for the pur-
pose of determining whether the information received in a voluntary disclosure
has already been received from another source,” she said.  “In other words, you’ll
get credit if you make the call and you ask for information,” Wysong declared.  

Another change will add an explicit statement that BIS “will treat similarly situated cases simi-
larly,” she reported.  In deciding what legal action to take, the agency considers such factors as
a company’s size, the number of violations, and where a firm does most of its business.  “We
do take all of that into account,” she advised.  BIS also removed “violations of export laws
other than boycott provisions from the list of aggravating or mitigating factors,” Wysong noted. 

The coming guidance will clarify that “prompt and reasonable steps by an acquiring firm to
uncover, correct and disclose violations of an acquired firm committed prior to disclosure will
be sufficient to prevent attributing the violations” to the acquiring firm, she said.  “If you
correct them, we take that into account,” Wysong noted.  “It is not necessary for the disclosure
to take place before the acquisition,” she added.

DOHA FARM  TALKS AWAIT FALCONER’S CONSOLIDATED TEXT

The Kabuki Theater known as the World Trade Organization (WTO) Doha Round made little
visible progress during the week of June 12, and attention is now focused on the expectation 
that the chairman of the agriculture talks, New Zealand’s ambassador, Crawford Falconer, will 
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present a consolidated draft text on June 21, containing proposals for the three main pillars of
the farm talks – market access, domestic support and export subsidies.  That document, how-
ever, is expected to contain over 400 pairs of square brackets indicating that no agreement has
been reached on specific provisions.  Based on the reaction to previous “reference” texts that
Falconer has released, his text is likely to generate heated debate that will either create a
crucible for a final deal or a meltdown of talks.

Falconer’s paper will be the basis for ministerial level talks that will begin June
26.  Ahead of those talks, WTO Director General Pascal Lamy came to Washing-
ton June 13-14 to meet with U.S. officials, members of Congress and farm groups. 
If Lamy hoped to find any new offers from the U.S., he didn’t get them in any of
the public statements that lawmakers issued after meeting with him.  “I conveyed
to the Director General in no uncertain terms that this is not an option,” House
Agriculture Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.) declared.  “There is
absolutely no support in Congress for further concessions on our part,” he said.

Agriculture negotiators came to Geneva the week of June 12 with a flurry of last-minute
proposals.  “On domestic support we're down to a discussion of numbers largely amongst the
members about how deep the cuts are going to be with some focus on the disciplines in green
and blue boxes,” Deputy Assistant U.S. Trade Representative Jason Hafemeister told reporters
in Geneva June 16.  “That leaves, of course, market access as the area that really needs the
most attention and where we've spent most of our time this week,” he noted.  “We're not there.
We still have some serious differences in this area of the negotiations,” he added. 

A more seasoned assessment of the talks came from a trade consultant in Geneva who has been
through trade talks before.  At some point in every negotiation, everyone thinks it's going to
fail, he noted.  But "both the U.S. and the EU know that the alternative to the negotiation is
dispute settlement.  Both of them are fully aware that that is not in their interest," he
explained.  That “is the worst situation for the U.S. and the EU because you can't sell it as a
quid pro quo.  You just get condemned and you have to do something, which is very painful,
politically speaking,” he opined.  “In the end, I don't think it's going to be the U.S. and EU
who are going to make problems for an allied solution....I think it's going to be the developing
countries, the G-20 and so on,” he said.  Unlike countries that have many different issues at
stake in the talks, for many of these nations, concessions in agriculture from the EU and U.S.
are the only thing they can bring home to show a benefit from the round.

SPECIAL INTERESTS STILL NEED TO BE ADDRESSED IN DOHA TALKS

In December 1993, then-Commerce Under Secretary for International Trade Jeffrey Garten
arrived in Geneva in the final hours of the Uruguay Round to pull off the table proposals in the
final text that would have weakened U.S. antidumping and countervailing duty laws.  Garten
succeeded, but U.S. officials don’t want to wait for a last-minute rescue again in new talks on
WTO trade rules.  Last-minute deals, however, may be required in several Doha areas.

[E D I T O R ’S  N O T E :  T h is  week , W T T L p resen ts  the  th ird  and  fina l in sta llmen t o f  a  th ree -

p ar t  se r ies  examin ing  the  s ta te  o f  p lay fo r  D o ha  R ound  nego tia t io ns  o u ts id e  o f agr icu l tu re
a nd  N A M A .  W T T L  co rre sp o nd e nt  in  G e ne va , R .  S co tt  B il lq u is t , ,  f i le d  th is  se c to r -b y-se cto r
ana lysis  o f  the  m ajo r  issues  fac ing  ta lks  in  these  three  a reas . ]

R U L E S :    After  agr icu l ture ,  the  top ic  on  which  the  U .S .  is  o n  the  de fensive  m o st  in  the  D o ha  R o und  is
ru le s.   M a ny na tio ns  in  the  N e go tia ting  G ro up  o n  R u le s a re  c a l l ing  fo r  cha nge s in  the  W T O  agre em e nts  o n
an tid um p ing  and  co un tervai l ing  duty m ea sures  to  cu rb  W ash ing to n’s  use  o f the se  t rad e  ins trum en ts .   M o st
m em b ers  o f  Co ngre ss  and  m any imp o rt-sensi t ive  U .S .  ind ustr ie s  a re  ab so lute ly op p o sed  to  any changes to
these  W T O  ru les   " T he  m ain  po li t ica l  d i ff icu l ty  fo r  the  U .S .  is  tha t  they  wil l  no t  want  to  see  any  weake n-
ing  o f the ir  tra d e  d efe nse  m e cha nism s,"  sa ys  an  a t to rne y in  G e ne va  w ho  ha s b ee n fo l lo w ing  the  ta lks .   " I
th ink  tha t 's  the  b igge st  th ing  b ec ause  a ny cha nge s whic h o the r  co untr ie s a re  l ike ly to  sup p o r t  wo uld  p ro b -
ab ly be  seen in  W ash ington  a s  weakening,”  he  add s .   "T he re  have been  a  lo t  o f  de ta iled  d iscuss ions  on  the  
b a sis  o f sp e cif ic  w ri t te n p ro p o sa ls  tha t d e le ga tio ns  ha ve  m a d e fo r  ho w  tho se  a gre em e nts  m ight  b e
amended ,"  r epo r ts  John W eekes,  a  sen io r  po l icy adv iso r  with  the  S id ley Austin  law  o ffice  in  G eneva  and  a  
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fo rm er C anad ian  t rad e  ne go t ia to r .   B ased  on  these  p ro p o sa ls ,  the  cha irm an  o f  the  gro up  is  exp ec ted  to
p ro d uce  a  co nso l ida ted  d ra f t  tex t  in  Ju ly,  sho wing  where  imp ro vem ents  m igh t  be  m ad e  in  curren t  ru les .  

T he  U .S .  ha s re luc ta ntly  agre ed  to  ta lk  ab o ut  the se  issue s b ut  with  the  p r im a ry a im  o f
im p ro ving  the  tra nsp a re nc y o f tra d e  la w ad m in istra tio n  in  o the r  co untr ie s.   " I  th ink  the  U .S .
is  rea l iz ing  -  i t 's  no t  som ething tha t  hap p ens  ove rnight  -  but  they  are  rea l iz ing  the re  i s  a
tend ency fo r  them  to  beco me m o re  and  m o re  vic t ims o f  th is ,  so  they ha ve  a lso  begun  to
have  a  s take  in  c la r i fying  and  imp ro ving  the  agreem ent  to  p reven t  ab use  and  a rb i t ra r iness ,"
says a  d ip lom at  fro m  a  ke y deve lop ing  co untry.   " I 'm  no t  ve ry,  b u t  a  l i t t le  b i t  o p t imist ic
ab o ut  the  U .S.  ap p ro ac h,"  he  ad d s .

 
T he  U .S .  is  a t  the  ne go t ia t ing  tab le ,  bu t  i ts  agend a  is  qu i te  d iffe ren t ,  no tes  o ne  am b assad o r  who  be longs to
the  F riend s o f  Antidum p ing ,  a  g ro up  o f  co untr ies  seek ing  changes in  the  ru les .   "T he  U .S .  is  t rying  to
imp rove  ex is t ing  agreemen ts  in  te rms  o f transpa rency o f  the  p rocedures  while  the  o the r  s ide ,  in  pa r t icu la r
the  fr iend s  g roup ,  is  em p has iz ing  the  need  to  rewr ite  co re  is sues  o f  the ir  own in te res ts  in  the  ex is ting
agreemen t,  such a s  sunse t ,  zero ing,  le sse r  du ty ru le s ,  and  so  on ,"  he  exp la ins.   T he  fr iends see  the  ru le s
ta lks  as  an  imp o rtan t  pa r t  o f  the  overa l l  b a lance  in  the  ro und .   "T he  U .S .  is  ju st  no t  ad d re ssing  tha t .”

G E O G R A P H IC A L  IN D IC T O R S :  S ign ifican t  resis tance  rem ains  to  E U  pro p o sa ls  fo r  ex tend ing  cur ren t
p ro tec tions  fo r  geograph ica l ind ica tions  beyond  wine  and  sp ir i ts  to  o the r  foo ds  and  beve rages .  T wo  o the r
m ain issues  a lso  a re  un re so lved :  (1 )  S ho uld  the  reg is t ra t ion  o f  p ro d uc ts  in  a  G I re g is t ry  c rea te  a  lega l ly
b ind ing  ob liga tio n  to  p ro tec t  tho se  names  o r  would  the  reg is try se rve  as  just  a  da tab ase  o f  G I  names ,  and
(2 )  S ho uld  p ar t ic ip a tio n  in  the  re gis try  b ind  o nly tho se  c o untr ie s tha t e le c t  to  ho no r  i ts  p ro v is io ns  o r
sho uld  i t  be  m and ato ry  fo r  a l l  W T O  m em b ers .

“T he  E U  says  i t  shou ld  be  pa r t  o f  the  s ingle  unde r tak ing bu t o the rs  –  mean ing Austra lia ,
the  U .S . ,  C a na d a,  L atin  A m e ric an  co untr ie s,  m o st  o f the m  –  th ink  th is  i t  is  no t  p ar t  o f
nego t ia tion  issues,  so  they don’t  have  to  do  anyth ing on  it ,”  says  one  amb assador  invo lved
in  the  ta lks .   So m e o b servers  say  the  E U  need s  to  see  resu lts  o n  the  G I  is sue  to  co unte r -
ba lance  concessions  i t  is  mak ing in  ag r icu ltu re  and  a s  a  way to  o ffe r  i ts  fa rmers an
offse tt ing  benefi t  fo r  the  reduc tion  o f  fa rm subs id ie s  and  p ro tec tion  they face .

T he se  q ue st io ns  invo lve  p o li t ic a l  d ec is io ns ,  the  a m b assa d o r te lls  W T T L .  I f  the  m a in  p ro p o ne nts  agre e  o n
ho w  m uc h le ga l we igh t the y sho uld  g ive  a  re gis try ,  an  agre em e nt ca n b e  q uic k,  he  sugge sts .   B ut  ne go -
t ia to rs  ha ve  no t  mad e  any p ro gre ss ,  he  says.   T echnica l  issues  inc lud e  the  co st  o f  ma inta ining  the  reg is t ry ,  
how to  no t ify  and  r eg is te r  and  wh ich  W T O  comm ittee  wil l  loo k  afte r  i t .   Som e  o f these  issues a re  le ft  ove r
imp lem enta t ion  p ro b lem s fro m  the  U ruguay R o und .   

D IS P U T E  S E T T L E M E N T  U N D E R S T A N D IN G :  W o rk  o n  re vis ing  the  d isp u te -se tt le m ent sys te m  ha s m ad e
go o d  p ro gre ss  in  the  p a st  m o nths ,  c la im s the  c ha irm a n o f th is  ne go tia ting  gro up ,  C o sta  R ic a’s  am b a ssa d o r
to  the  W T O  R o na ld  Sab o r’o .   O ld  and  ne w p ro p o sa ls  a re  be ing  exam ined  on  a  techn ica l  leve l  and  bo th
d eve lop ed  and  deve lop ing  co untr ies  a re  pu t t ing  a  lo t  o f  effo r t  into  the  ta lks ,  he  says.   T he  ne x t  s tage  wil l
beg in  in  Ju ly when  "we  wou ld  have  a l l  the  fre sh  con tr ibu tions  on  the  tab le ,"  he  adds .   "Afte r  the  summer
b reak ,  I  ho p e  tha t  we  can  ha ve  a  co nso l ida ted  tex t  co m ing"  from  the  m em b ers  o f  the  gro up ,  Sab o r’o  says.  
H e  no te s tha t he  ha sn’t  g ive n h is  asse ssm e nt o f the  ta lks  ye t to  m em b e rs  o f the  ne go tia ting  gro up .

So m e im p o r tan t  gap s  in  po si t io ns  s t i l l  ex is t ,  he  ad mits .   C o untr ie s  tha t  have  lo s t  W T O
d isp u tes  have  c la imed  tha t  W T O  pane ls  and  the  A p p e l la te  B o d y ha ve  overs tep p ed  the ir
au tho ri ty  and  the  inten t  o f  wr i t ten  agreem ents .   N a t ions tha t  have  wo n d isp u tes  co m p la in
ab o ut  the  d ifficu l ty  in  ge t t ing  losing  pa r t ies  to  co m p ly with  pane l  ru l ings.   In  so m e case ,  a
s ing le  co untry can  ho ld  bo th p o si t ions.  

E ven  with  the  d iff icu lt ie s  in  the  agr icu ltu re  and  N A M A  ta lks ,  th is  yea r  has  b een p ar t icu la r ly  go od  in  te rm s
o f the  p ro d uc tio n  o f p ro p o sa ls ,  S ab o r’o  sa ys .   A no the r  so urc e  p o in ts  o u t  tha t the  t im ing  fo r  the  D S U
nego tia t io n  de p end s  o n  when  the  D o ha  R o und  reaches  i ts  co nc lus io n .   I f  the re 's  a  b o o s t from  an  agreem ent
o n  agricu l ture  and  N A M A , the  D SU  gro up  wil l  l ike ly finish  this  yea r ,  he  p red ic ts .  

C O T T O N :    T his  issue  exp lo d ed  onto  the  W T O  s tage  a t  the  20 0 3  M inis ter ia l  in  C ancun when fou r  W est
A fr ican co tton  p roduc ing countr ie s ,  now known as  the  C -4 ,  th rea tened  to  b lock  the  D oha  Ro und  if  an
agreemen t d idn ’t  g ive  them re lie f from  p roduc tion  and  expor t subsid ie s  pa id  to  p roduce rs  in  deve lop ed
co untr ies  –   p r im ar ily  the  U .S .  --  and  be t te r  marke t  access  in  o ther  co untr ies .    T he  is sue  a lm o s t caused  the
co l lapse  o f the  H ong  K ong  M in is te r ia l  in  D ecemb er .   S ince  then,  the  C -4  have  o ffe red  p ropo sa ls  to  m ee t
the ir  d em and s,  bu t  l i t t le  p ro gre ss  has  b een  m ad e  in  the se  ta lks .   T he  dec is ion  in  H o ng  K o ng was ve ry 
c lea r ,  con tends a  trade  consu ltan t in  G eneva  who  is  c lose ly fo l lowing these  ta lks.   W hile  co t ton  wil l  be  
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p art  o f  any f ina l  ag r icu l ture  dea l ,  i t  w i l l  a lso  ge t  spec ia l  a t ten t ion .   "T here  ha s  to  be  so m ething  sp ec if ic ,  
som e th ing substan tia l”  fo r  co t ton ,  and  “ i t  has  to  be  fa s t ,”  he  no te s .   T he  C -4  a lso  wan t to  see  the  to ta l
e l im ina t io n  of  d o m es tic  supp o r t fo r  co t to n ,  a  goa l  tha t  wo uld  be  very hard  fo r  the  U .S .  to  accep t .    At  the
same  t im e ,  B raz il  is  wa tch ing  these  ta lks  ca re fu l ly  to  m ake  sure  tha t  any agreem ent  do esn’t  unde rmine  the
W T O  d ispute-se t t lem en t v ic tory  i t  wo n aga ins t  U .S.  co tto n  sub s id ies .

T he  co tto n  ta lks ,  how ever ,  a re  in  a  ho ld ing  pa t te rn  beh ind  the  agr icu l tu re  ta lks  b ecause  no
one  can  dec ide  what  substan tia l ,  spec if ic  o r  fa s te r  means fo r  co t ton  unti l  nego tia to r s  agree
o n  the  b as ic  fo rmulas fo r  agr icu l tu re .   “T he  A fr icans  p ro p o sed  a  fo rmula  dep end ing  on  the
resu lts ,”  the  co nsu ltan t  says.   T he  p rop o sa l wo uld  pro d uce  b enefi ts  fo r  co t to n  exp o r te r s
ind ep end ent  o f  the  f ina l  resu lts  fo r  agr icu l tu re  in  genera l ,  e l im ina t ing  or  cap p ing  sup p o r t
fo r  co t to n .   “O ffic ia l ly ,  the  A m er icans  have  no t  resp o nd ed  m uch ,  bu t  uno ffic ia l ly  the
A m ericans  sa id  it  was  no t fa ir  b ecause  the  p ro po sa l  le ft  the  A fr icans  o ff  the  ho ok  in  te rm s
o f the  gene ra l  ag  nego tia t io ns ,"  he  says .

H igh  ta r iffs  in  de ve lo p ing  co untr ies  a re  a lso  o f co ncern  to  A fr ican  p rod ucers .   T he  d ec is io n  in  H o ng  K o ng
to  g ive  leas t-d eve lo p ed  co untr ies  du ty-free ,  quo ta  free  access  to  de ve lo p ed  co untry m arke ts  has  sh if ted  the
fo cus  to  So uth-So uth  trade  in  co tto n .   “I t 's  p o ssib le  tha t  Afr ica  wil l  a sk  fo r  com m itm ents  from  em erg ing
m a rke ts ,  the  G -2 0  co untr ie s,  b u t  tha t 's  a  p ro b le m  o f p o li t ic s b e tw ee n d eve lo p ing  co untr ie s.  T ha t 's  a  ho t
issue  in  a  lo t  o f wa ys ,"  the  c o nsu lta nt  sa ys .   A no the r  co m p o ne nt  o f co tto n  ne go tia tio ns  is  the  p ro m ise  o f
inc reased  a id  fo r  W est  A fr ican  co untr ies  e i the r  th ro ugh  ind ivid ua l  co untry co n tr ibu t ions o r  the  W o rld
B ank .  “T here  is  a  lo t  o f  m o ney  tha t  pe o p le  a re  wil l ing  to  g ive  fo r  the  co tto n  sec to r  in  genera l ,”  says  the
co nsu ltan t .   “W hat  the  A fr icans  req ues t is  tha t  they  ge t  a  so c ia l  sa fe ty ne t  fo r  as  lo ng  as  the  subs id ies  a re
co nt inu ing .   T ha t  is  an  i ssue  tha t  the  do no r  co un tr ies  up  unt i l  no w have  no t  ye t  ag ree d  up o n,”  he  ad d s .

* * * B R IE FS  * * *

A N T ID U M P IN G : Co mm erce  Sec re ta ry G u tie rrez  June  16  announced  tha t IT A  wil l  p ropose  ru le s  in  Fede ra l
R egis ter  week  o f  June  19  to  a l low dep artm ent  to  wa ive  an t idum p ing  and  co unterva i l ing  du t ies  o n  imp o rts
o f  sup p l ies  fo r  em ergency re l ief  wo rk  when  p re sid en t  dec la re s  s ta te  o f  em ergency.

C A N A D A : B IS  s ta ffe rs  say they a re  ju st  s ta r t ing  to  wo rk  on  eco no m ic  imp ac t  ana lysis  o f  p ro p o sa l  to
e xte nd  M iss i le  T e chno lo gy (M T ) co n tro ls  to  exp o r ts  to  C a na d a,  ind ic a t ing  le ng thy d e la y fo r  issu ing  o f
fina l ru le  (see  W T T L ,  M ay 8 ,  page  1 ) .   S ta ff  is  ge t t ing  guidance  from  Co mm erce  G enera l  Co unse l’s  o ffice
o n  what  has  to  be  do ne  to  sa t is fy lega l  requ irements  fo r  ana lys is  and  to  m ee t  O M B  requirements .  “W e’re
trying  to  figure  o u t  wha t we  ha ve  to  d o ,”  B IS  ru le  w ri te r  H il la ry H e ss  to ld  R A P T A C  J une  1 3 .

LIB Y A : Fo rty-f ive  day wa i t ing  pe r io d  a f ter  co ngre ssio na l  no t i fica t ion  o f  B ush  ad m inis t ra t ion’s  inten t ion  to
take  L ibya  o ff l is t  o f  te rro r is t  sup p o rt ing  co untr ies  exp ire s  June  29 ,  bu t  B IS  wo n’t  b e  read y by then  to
issue  ne w ru les  to  am end  E A R  to  ease  co n tro ls  on  T rip o l i ,  B IS  s ta ffe rs  to ld  R A P T A C  June  13 .   

M A N D A T O R Y  A E S :  H o p e s a re  d im  fo r  p ub lic a t io n  th is  sum m e r o f f ina l ru le  to  re q uire  m a nd a to ry use  o f
A utom ated  E xp o rt  System  (A E S) fo r  a l l  exp o rts  and  rev ise  C ensus Fo re ign  T rad e  R egula t ion .   F ina l  ru le
“is  s t i l l  s ta l led ,”  Census o ffic ia l  D ick  P reuss  repor ted  to  R A P T A C  June  13 .   D iscuss ions  a re  con tinuing “a t
the  d ep ar tm ent leve l”  b e tween  C o mm erce  and  D ep ar tm ent o f H o m eland  Secur i ty  (D H S ) o ver  C usto ms
d em and  fo r  end  o f  O p tion  4  and  fo r  ab i l ity  to  sha re  A E S  da ta  with fo re ign  go vernm ents  as  p a r t  o f  effo r t  to
bu ild  an ti- te r ro r ism coo pera t ion  with  fo re ign  custom s agencie s  (see  W T T L ,  M arch  13 ,  page  1 ) .  

IT C :  P re sid e nt  B ush  ha s d es igna te d  D a nie l P e arso n  to  b e  cha irm a n o f In te rna tio na l T ra d e  C o m m iss io n  fo r
two -year  te rm . H e  nam ed  Shara  A rono ff  to  be  v ice  cha i rm an .

V IE T N A M : B usiness  co m m unity ,  m em b ers  o f  C o ngress  and  B ush ad m inis tra t io n  June  1 3  launched  leg is -
la t ive  e ffo r t  to  gran t  V ie tnam  perm anent  no rm al- trad e-re la t ions (P N T R ) s ta tus  once  i t  acced es to  W T O . 
B il ls  (S .34 95  and  H .R .  560 2)  to  amend  Jackson-V an ik  Amendm ent were  in trod uced  in  H ouse  and  Senate .

T E X T IL E S : U S T R  o ffic ia ls  sa y te xti le  ind ustry m isre ad  s ta te m ents  U .S .  o ffic ia ls  m ad e  in  G e ne va  J une  1 4
in  resp o nse  to  p ro p o sa l from  T urkey fo r  sep ara te  sec to r ia l  ta lks  o n  tex t i le  and  ap p are l  is sues  in  D o ha
R o und .   T here  has  b een  no  change  in  U .S .  po s it io n ,  says U ST R  sp o kesperson  N eena  M o o r jan i.   “W e a re
no t  in  a  po si t ion  to  end o rse  this  p ro p o sa l  witho ut  fu r the r  s tud y,  but  i t  is  an  inescap ab le  fac t  tha t  the  tex t i le
sec to r  need s sp ec ia l  co nside ra t ion ,”  she  says.   

M A LA Y SIA : U .S .-M alaysia  FT A  talks  a re  o ff to  s low sta r t  a f ter  f irs t  ro und  week  o f  June  12  in  P enang .  
T wo  s id es  exchanged  and  d i scussed  of fe rs  and  po s it io ns .  C hie f  U .S .  negot ia to r  B arba ra  W eise l sa id  she
was “p leased  with  resu lts”  b ut  b o th  s id es  have  “a  lo t  o f ho mewo rk”  fo r  nex t  ro und  week  o f Ju ly 1 7  in  D .C .
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