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PRESIDENTIAL PANEL URGES EXPORT CONTROL CHANGES

The President Export Council (PEC) Sept. 29 agreed to send a letter to President Bush urging
the administration to revise export control rules to ease restrictions on intra-company transfers
of technology and to give greater weight to the foreign availability of controlled items.  The
PEC also called for the administration to stop classifying commercial items that might meet
defense standards as Munitions List (ML) items.

The letter, recommended by the PEC’s Subcommittee on Export Administration,
said the administration could take these steps through regulations without having
to wait for legislation to renew and revise the Export Administration Act (EAA).  

The PEC said the administration should streamline current technology-transfer controls to end
the item-by-item approach.  “We recommend that U.S. technology export controls should rely
on strengthened corporate compliance processes, rather than regulating individual transactions,”
the PEC said.  The Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) is working on proposal for Special
Intra-Company License (SIL), but the idea is still at the discussion stage, BISers say.

Regarding foreign availability, the PEC suggested that the administration develop guidelines
that industry can use to “support a claim in a license application that there is non-U.S.
competition and take into account that U.S. partners quickly (i.e., in less than 14 days) and
routinely license certain controlled items with minimum license conditions.” 

NO DISCUSSION OF TEXTILE QUOTA EXTENSION AT WTO

The U.S. textile industry’s effort to get a three-year extension of global textile and apparel
quotas failed to get any discussion at a key Oct. 1 meeting of the WTO’s Council on Trade in
Goods.  Instead, the council only discussed a proposal from several small apparel producing
nations for a study on the impact that the end of the Multifiber Arrangement (MFA) will have
on developing countries and a work program to address those issues.  No agreement was
reached on the proposal, which will be discussed again at an Oct. 18 meeting.

U.S. industry representatives said they expected Mauritius to raise the subject of extending the
MFA, but it didn’t, and no other country broached the subject, WTO sources reported.  The
failure to get the WTO to address an MFA extension, leaves the U.S. textile industry with only
the textile-safeguard route to stem the rise in China’s share of the U.S. apparel market. 
Industry representatives said they plan to file their first petitions by Oct. 8 (see WTTL, Sept.
6, page 3).  Commerce Under Secretary Grant Aldonas told reporters Sept. 29 the department 

Copyright © 2004 Gilston-Kalin Communications,
LLC.  All rights reserved.  Reproduction, copying,
electronic retransmission or entry to database
without written permission of the publisher is
prohibited by law.

Published weekly 50 times a year except last week in
August and December.  Subscription in printed or
electronic form is $597 a year in U.S., Canada &
Mexico; $627 Overseas. Additional copies with full
price subscription are $75 each.
Circulation Manager: Elayne F. Gilston

A Weekly Report for Business Executives on U.S. Trade Policies, Negotiations, Legislation, Export Controls and Trade Laws

Editor & Publisher: Samuel M. Gilston ! P.O. Box 5325, Rockville, MD 20848-5325 ! Phone: 301-570-4544 Fax 301-570-4545



Page 2                    Washington Tarif f  & Trade Letter        October 4 ,  20 0 4

had asked the industry to file information in their petitions based on past WTO rulings on the
issue of “threat” of injury. This includes information on specific investments in expectation of
increased exports, on the substitutability of production that would allow the shift to different
apparel categories, and evidence that Beijing has subsidized the manufacture of specific
products. “That would be evidence that people are targeting a particular category,” he said. 

“On the issue of threat, what people have a tendency to misjudge is that in [our]
openness to hearing the cases it really means we are willing to take a look at the
evidence that people are going to put on the record,” Aldonas said.  “The best
evidence would be rising imports,” he added.  

Aldonas said he recognized that the industry’s complaint is about a rise in China’s share of the
U.S. market and not necessarily a surge in overall imports.  “I would expect the other side will
point out very much that this isn’t disruption of the U.S. market, because there is no further
increase in imports,” Aldonas said. 

VISA RESTRICTIONS LOST U.S.  CITIES $1 0 0  BILLION IN BUSINESS,  PEC CLAIM S

The President’s Export Council (PEC) Sept. 29 joined the chorus of business groups that have
complained that post-9/11 restrictions and visa requirements for foreign visitors have hurt U.S.
companies who have trouble bringing their own employees or customers to this country. “In
addition, cities are losing out on tourism, conventions and international events because of
daunting travel logistics and visa demands, taking nearly $100 billion in spending to cities
outside the United States,” the PEC claimed in a White Paper sent to President Bush.

The PEC blamed the problem on several factors, including “inconsistent and
opaque processes for visas.”  It also complained that there is a “lack of channels
for U.S. companies to consult with appropriate officials to provide input on
behalf of applications for key customers or employees.”  The PEC urged the
president to seek adequate resources to fund visa handling by U.S. consulates
abroad and to have the administration work more closely with business to find
ways to assure U.S. security without weakening the economy.

LAWM AKER M AKE SECOND ATTEM PT TO GET CHINA CURRENCY 30 1

Eight senators and 22 House members refused to take no for an answer from U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative (USTR) Robert Zoellick, making their own attempt Sept. 30 to get a Section 301
investigation launched into China’s exchange rate policies.  The petition is expected to face the
same rejection that was handed to the 301 petition filed by a business-labor coalition, the China
Currency Coalition (see WTTL, Sept. 13, page 2).  Rather than a quick rejection, however,
USTR spokesman Richard Mills said “as a courtesy to members, we will offer to consult further
with them before a final decision.”

Members of the Congressional China Currency Action Coalition, which filed the
new petition, said their petition differs from the industry-labor petition because it
doesn’t seek the imposition of retaliatory tariffs.  Instead, it asks Zoellick to use
the 301 investigation to support a complaint at the WTO against China’s policies 
and to take WTO-consistent action against China, if it refuses to revalue the yuan.

With all but one – Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) – of the signers of the congressional petition
being Democrats, it’s hard not to see the petition as a partisan attempt to embarrass the Bush 
administration.  For its part, the White House has refused to take the bait and continues to
insist that its approach to getting China to change its exchange rate policy is working.  After
the Sept. 30 meeting of U.S.-China Joint Economic Committee, American and Chinese officials
issued a joint statement on the talks.  “The Chinese side reaffirmed China’s commitment to
further advance reform and to push ahead firmly and steadily to a market-based flexible 
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exchange rate, and described the steps the Chinese government has taken to create conditions to
establish a more flexible exchange rate,” the statement said.

CONGRESS IN RACE TO COM PLETE FSC/ETI BEFORE ADJOURNM ENT

Facing the expected session-ending adjournment of Congress on Oct. 8, lawmakers have started
a last-minute dash to hold a House-Senate Conference to complete legislation to repeal and
replace the Foreign Sales Corporation/Extraterritorial Income Tax (FSC/ETI) tax law.  After the
House finally named conferees to the conference, House and Senate members held their first
meeting Sept. 29.  They will meet again on Oct. 4 in an effort to get a measure to both houses
before lawmakers leave Washington for the rest of the year.  

At the opening session of the conference, House Ways and Means Committee
Chairman Bill Thomas (R-Calif.) presented a 98-page “discussion draft” that
reflected initial compromises that House and Senate staffers had already worked
out to merge the Senate version (S. 1637) of the legislation with the House’s
(H.R. 4520).  “Even though the Chairman’s discussion draft was presented by
Chairman Thomas, it is, in effect, my starting position as well,” said Finance
Committee Chairman Charles Grassley (R-Iowa).

The emerging conference agreement would repeal the FSC/ETI law and offset the lost benefits
with a big package of tax cuts for U.S. manufacturers.  It would phase out the FSC/ETI benefits
over two years – something that has already drawn complaints from the European Union (EU).   
The measure would also amend tax laws affecting international earnings.  Thomas noted that
EU retaliatory tariffs on certain U.S. exports to Europe have already risen to 11% because of
the delay in repealing FSC/ETI.  “If we do not complete our work, the legislative process must
start again from scratch in the 109  Congress,” he warned.  By then, tariffs could hit 17%.th

 

PETITIONERS M UST M ONITOR ANTIDUM PING ENFORCEM ENT THEM SELVES

U.S. firms that win antidumping rulings against imports bear the burden to ensure that Customs
is imposing appropriate duties, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit (CAFC) ruled
Sept. 28.  Especially when duty rates change after administrative reviews, the “brunt of
monitoring implementation....must by necessity fall on the other interested parties, here, the
domestic producers,” the court declared in a decision (04-1058, -1080) upholding Court of
International Trade (CIT) Chief Judge Jane Restani’s refusal to force Customs to reliquidate
imports of gray Portland cement from Mexico, which had entered at the wrong rate.

The Ad Hoc Committee of domestic producers had succeeded in getting the Inter-
national Trade Administration (ITA) to increase the dumping duty on cement
exported to the U.S. by Cemex during the second administrative review.  Alhough
Restani and the CAFC agreed that the imports were improperly liquidated, they
found the law bars a challenge of the Customs action at this late date.

The committee should have monitored ITA’s instructions to Customs and acted sooner, the
appellate court said.  “Here where Congress declined to give domestic producers protest rights,
monitoring the enforcement of its court judgment fell upon Ad Hoc,” the court declared. 
“Unfair as that may seem, the proper forum for remedying the harshness of the statute is
Congress, not this court,” it added. 
 

INDUSTRY FIGHTS NEW EXPORT CONTROLS IN DEFENSE BILL

The annual National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which frequently in the past has been
a back-door way to impose new export controls, is about to do it again.  As a House-Senate 
Conference Committee rushes to complete work on the 2005 NDAA before Congress adjourns 
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Oct. 8, the business community is fighting to strip out provisions from the House version (H.R.
4200), which would impose new licensing requirements on items whose technology is included
on the Militarily Critical Technologies List (MCTL) and restrict trade and defense alliances
with foreign firms that sell defense products to China (see WTTL, May 24, page 1).

A group of 12 industry trade associations wrote to conferees Sept. 29 urging them
to reject these provisions.  Although the White House opposed these restrictions
in the House bill, it’s not clear President Bush would threaten to veto the bill
over these sections.  Other sections also drew veto warnings, but in an election
year in the midst of a war, a veto of a defense bill seems unlikely.

The House bill included provisions that responded to talk in some European countries about
easing export restrictions on sales of Munitions List (ML) items to China.  The measure would
impose licensing requirements on exports to any entity that did sell ML items to China, even if
those sales were approved by their governments.  Other provisions would restrict the ability of
the administration to enter into agreements with allies to speed up defense transfers.

*  *  *  BRIEFS *  *  *

A N T IB O Y C O T T : B IS’s  do rman t antibo yco tt  e ffo r ts  came  a live  Sep t .  30  with  announcemen t o f  two
se t t lem ent  ag reem ents  fo r  a l leged  vio la t ions.   A rab  B ank ,  P lc . ,  o f  N ew Y o rk  agreed  to  pay $9 ,00 0  c ivi l
f ine  fo r  fa i l ing  to  rep o rt  b o yco t t  req uest  and  no t  ma inta ining  rep o rt  reco rd s.   S t .  Jud e  M ed ica l  E xp o rt ,
G m b h,  Austr ian  sub sid ia ry o f  M inneso ta  m ed ica l  dev ice  m aker ,  agreed  to  pay $3 0 ,00 0  c ivi l  f ine  to  se t t le
B IS  charges fo r  fa i l ing  on  three  occasio ns to  rep o rt  b o yco t t  info rm ation  req uests  f ro m  Ira q i  custo m ers  in
2 0 0 0 -2 0 0 1  and  on ano the r  occ as ion agree ing  to  refuse  to  do  bus iness  with  b lac kl is ted  perso ns .

IT C : Afte r  37  yea rs  in  gove rnmen t and  be ing a t IT C  since  197 2 ,  G ene Ro senga rden ,  d irec to r  o f the  O ffice
o f T ar iff  A ffa ir s  and  T rade  A greem ents ,  has  anno unced  p lans to  re tire  in  January.   H e  led  co m p lex  e ffo r t
to  deve lop  curren t H armo nized  T a r iff  Schedu le .

O FA C : T reasury Sep t .  28  nam ed  R o b er t  W erner  to  be  new d irec to r  o f  O FA C , fi l l ing  vacancy  a fte r  R ichard
N ewcomb ’s  re tiremen t (see  W T T L ,  Sep t .  20 ,  page  4 ) .  W erne r curren tly  is  T reasu ry’s  a ss is tan t gene ra l
co unc i l  fo r  enfo rcem ent .   E ar l ie r ,  he  wo rked  a t  Ju st ice  and  was C o nnec t icu t’s  asso c ia te  a t to rney ge nera l .

P IP E  A N D  T U B E : IT C  Sep t .  29 ,  on  6 -0  vo te ,  m ad e  fina l  de te rmina t io n  tha t  U .S .  ind us try is  no t  be ing  hur t
b y dum p ed  imp o rts  o f  ligh t-wa l led  rec tangular  p ipe  and  tub e  from  M exico  and  T urkey.

IN D IAN  E N T IT IE S:  As  expe c ted ,  B IS  is sued  co r rec t io n  in  Sep t .  29  Fed era l  R egis te r  to  c la r ify  recen t
change  in  En ti ty  L is t  l icensing po l icy fo r  Ind ian  en ti t ie s  (see  W T T L ,  Sep t .  2 7 ,  page  3 ) .  

IR A Q : P re sid e nt  B ush  S ep t .  2 4  issue d  d e te rm ina tio n  d ro p p ing  I ra q ’s  d es igna tio n  as  s ta te -sp o nso r  o f
te rro r ism .  S ep a ra te ly,  T re asury S ep t .  2 7  l i f te d  IR S  fo re ign  ta x c re d it  re str ic tio ns  o n  I ra q .

M IR R O R , M IR R O R  O N  T H E  W A LL: Respond ing to  p ro te sts  from  fu rn itu re  re ta ile rs ,  IT A  Sep t .  30  issued
rev ised  sco p e  de te rm ina t ion  in  an t idum p ing  case  aga ins t  bed ro o m furn i ture  f rom  C hina .   Agency sa id
inves t iga t io n  no w exclud es  m ir ro rs  no t  a t tac hed  to  d resse rs  and  no t  des igne d  to  be  so ld  wi th  d resse rs .

E X P O R T  E N FO R C E M E N T : M idway A rm s o f  Co lum b ia ,  M o . ,  has  agreed  to  pay $2 2 0 ,00 0  c ivi l  f ine  to
se tt le  B IS  charges tha t i t  expo r ted  f irea rm scop es and  m oun ts  w ithou t approved  expor t l icenses .   Agency
agreed  to  suspend  $8 0 ,00 0  o f  penalty  and  wa ive  tha t amoun t a fte r  one  yea r ,  if  f i rm  rema ins in  com pliance
w ith  exp o r t  co n tro l  ru le s.   B IS  c la im e d  M id w ay exp o r te d  sc o p es  to  C a na d a o n  2 7 5  o cc as io ns  and  to  1 1
o the r  co un tr ies  on  9 3  occ as ions  witho ut  l ice nses .

B IS  D E N IA L  O R D E R : In  F ed e ra l R e gis te r  O c t.  1 ,  B IS  issue d  o rd e r  im p o sing  $ 2 2 ,0 0 0  fine  a nd  d en ia l o f
expor t p r iv ileges  on  Ch inese  p ro fesso r  X in j ian  Y i and  h is  daugh te r  Y u  Y i fo r  il legal  expo r ts  o f  the rma l
imag ing cameras  to  C h ina  withou t l icenses .   B o th  Y is  a re  in  Ch ina .

A IR B U S : A fte r  tw o -ho ur  m ee ting  o n  va rio us  tra d e  issue s S ep t .  3 0 ,  U S T R  R o b e r t  Z o ell ic k and  E U  T ra d e
C o m m issio ner  P asca l  Lam y fai led  to  m ake  p ro gre ss  o n  t ransa t lan t ic  d isp u te  over  go vernm ent  sub sid ies  to
A irbus  and  B oe ing o r  on  nego tia ting  new b ila te ra l  dea l to  r ep lace  199 2  a irc ra ft  acco rd  (see  W T T L ,  Sep t .
2 0 ,  page  4 ) .   C hance  for  c ro ss  co m p la ints  a t  W T O  rem ains  high .   
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