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GAO CALLS FOR DECREM ENTING BIS-ISSUED EXPORT LICENSES

A new report from the Government Accountability Office (GAO) criticizes the lack of coopera-
tion and coordination among agencies responsible for enforcing export controls.  It also calls
for the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) and Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to
consider establishing a requirement to decrement licensed dual-use exports to ensure that
shipments don’t exceed permitted quantities and values.  BIS has rejected the proposal for
decrementing exports, claiming GAO found no evidence to show such a system is needed.

The GAO report (GAO-07-265) claims the lack of cooperation among BIS, CBP,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the FBI can “potentially reduce
the effectiveness of enforcement activities.”  In particular, it cites the difficulties
and delays agencies encounter in getting license determinations from BIS about
the whether licenses are needed or not for exports being investigated.

CBP decrements export licenses that State’s Directorate of Defense Trade Controls issues for
Munitions List items.  Because Customs inspectors don’t have a system for decrementing
exports on the Commerce Control List (CCL), “they cannot ensure accountability on the part of
exporters or that Commerce regulations have been properly followed,” the GAO states.   BIS
responded by saying it has “seen no data to indicate that the underlying issue – verification that
the quantities of items otherwise authorized for export do not exceed tolerable limits – is of
sufficient concern to justify the burden that would be placed on U.S. exporters, CBP and BIS.”

One embarrassing example of interagency disagreement in the report involved an FBI decision
to arrest an exporter and seize $500,000 in goods before they were exported.  “Commerce
determined that the item did not require a license,” the GAO notes.  Nonetheless, the FBI went
to the White House National Security Council to get its opinion.  The NSC determined the
export was a high risk item.  Ultimately, however, the case was dropped, the report says.

CIT JUDGE THREATENS USDA WITH SANCTION IN TAA CASE

Court of International Trade (CIT) Judge Donald Pogue Dec. 20 ordered the U.S. Agriculture
Department (USDA) to show cause why it should not be subject to sanctions for refusing to 
comply with an earlier remand order that he issued.  In a rare citation of CIT Rule 11(b), Pogue
(Slip Op. 06-186) said USDA’s refusal to comply with his remand order in a Trade Adjustment
Assistance (TAA) case “reflects disregard of the court’s authority.”  Pogue re-remanded the
case of Robert L. Anderson v. United States Secretary of Agriculture back to the department for
action under his previous order from November 2006.  At issue is the use of Internal Revenue
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Service rules in calculating the income of fishermen seeking aid under TAA.  USDA claimed an
unrelated ruling by the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit (CAFC) in Steen v. United
States had upheld its interpretation of TAA provisions for calculating fishing income.  “The
agency’s reliance on Steen in the remand determination here is inappropriate,” Pogue wrote. 
He said the CAFC specifically declared that its ruling didn’t apply to other TAA cases involv-
ing tax rules.  “Where a plain reading of Steen would have demonstrated its inapplicability, the
agency’s action is contrary to the requirements of USCIT R.11(b),” Pogue ruled.

Rule 11 requires parties to base claims and arguments on existing law, including
court precedents.  Subsection (c) provides for sanctions for violation of these
requirements, including actions “sufficient to deter repetition of such conduct.” 
This could include a fine or the payment of attorneys fees for the opposing side.

U.S. ,  PANAM A REACH TENTATIVE FTA DEAL

The Bush administration is learning quickly that the political climate in Washington has
changed, and it isn’t waiting for Democrats to criticize the labor provisions in a free trade
agreement (FTA) it reached with Panama Dec. 19.  In announcing the deal, the U.S. Trade
Representative’s (USTR) office prominently stated that the labor provisions of the accord will
be the subject of further negotiations.  USTR sources say they don’t know when those additional
negotiations will be completed or when the FTA will be submitted to Congress for approval.

With the Panama pact and FTAs with Colombia and Peru completed and waiting in
the wings to be sent to Congress, the administration has three major trade deals
with Western Hemisphere nations for which it will seek approval before congres-
sional fast-track procedures expire July 1.  The “tres amigos” could form the
foundation for an a new omnibus trade bill that is garnering increasing interest
among lawmakers and trade lobbyists (see WTTL, Nov. 13, page 1).

Congressional Democrats are already on the record opposed to the labor provisions of the
Colombia and Peru FTAs, so the administration’s demurring on the labor provisions in the
Panama agreement was clearly a preemptive recognition of reality.  “We have reached this
agreement with the understanding that it is subject to additional discussions on labor,” USTR
Susan Schwab said in a statement.  “Before submitting the agreement to Congress, we will work
with both sides of the aisle to ensure strong bipartisan support for the agreement,” she added.

According to a USTR description of the accord, Panama has agreed to recognize U.S. inspec-
tions of meat, poultry and processed foods.  It also has agreed to grant U.S. firms “substantial”
access to its financial services market, improved access to express delivery services, and new
access to other professional services previously restricted to Panamanians.  The deal includes a
“yarn-forward” rule for textiles and apparel without providing for cumulation with materials
from other Central American FTA partners.  It also has a safeguard provision to protect against
surges of apparel imports from Panama.  Another provision will ensure that U.S. firms have a
chance to compete for work on the planned $5.25 billion expansion of the Panama Canal.

PROPOSAL WOULD HARM ONIZE EU DUAL-USE EXPORT CONTROLS

European exporters could face stricter penalties, including criminal prosecution, under broad
revisions the European Commission (EC), the executive branch of the European Union (EU), 
proposed Dec. 19 to the EU’s export controls for dual-use goods.  The proposal, which must be
approved by the EU Council of Ministers before implementation, calls on member states to
revise their individual export control rules to harmonize procedures and policies among the 25
EU members and to make EU exports more competitive with those of other countries.  The
proposal is based on a study conducted under an EC contract.  The study by Interexport
Managements Systems, Ltd. (IMS), evaluated current export control practices in the EU and
recommended a series of revisions to member policies.  Some of the recommendations were 
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rejected, but those calling for greater harmonization, new rules on intangible transfers and
brokering, stronger enforcement, and sharing of license denial information were included in the
proposal.  Some of the proposed changes are aimed at bringing the EU into compliance with
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 1540, which requires UN members to adopt
export control rules to prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.  Others stem
from findings in the IMS report that showed divergent policies among EU members. (Editor’s
Note: Copy of the IMS report will be sent to WTTL subscribers on request.)

A key proposal would amend rules on certain intra-EU transfers to change the
current requirements for prior authorization to a requirement for just prior
notification to the export authorizing agency in the country of origin.  Along with
this liberalization would come new registration and recordkeeping requirements for
exporters that use what is known as a Community General Export Authorization. 
Another proposal would provide for EU members to share information on export
license denials and for a system to resolve disagreements between states over
whether or not to grant a license for an export that was denied by another member.

The proposal would give the EC the authority to negotiate mutual recognition agreements with
third countries to eliminate reauthorization requirements for reexports approved by those third
countries.  The proposed provisions on criminal sanctions would require EU members to take
appropriate measures to impose criminal penalties for “serious infringements of the provisions
of this Regulation, such as intentional export intended for use in a programme for the develop-
ment or manufacture of chemical, biological, nuclear weapons or of missiles capable of delivery
without the authorization required under this Regulation, or the falsification or omission of
information with a view to obtaining an authorization that would otherwise have been denied.”

NEARLY 10 0 0  PAGES OF COM M ENTS OPPOSE CHINA CATCH-ALL PROPOSAL

By the time the Dec. 4 deadline passed for public comments on BIS’ proposed China catch-all
rule, the agency had received 55 individual comments totaling 967 pages in length.  Almost all
were critical of the proposal or called for changes in the list of 47 Export Control Classification
Numbers (ECCNs) that would face new export licensing requirements, if the proposal were
adopted without change.  Many of the comments included detailed information, including ads
and specifications in Chinese, on the foreign availability of these ECCNs either indigenously in
China or from sources readily open to the Chinese.

The comments claim this foreign availability will undermine the effectiveness of
the proposed restrictions and only hurt U.S. exporters.  But an unintended eye-
opening consequence of this accumulated analysis of Chinese industrial capability
is a demonstration of how far advanced China has become in key equipment and
technology needed to modernize its armed forces.

The most extensive, detailed and first-hand comments came from the American Chamber of
Commere in China.  Comments submitted by its Export Compliance Working Group (ECWG)
were accompanied by a 179-page report on foreign and Chinese availability of equipment in
seven categories covered by the catch-all proposal, including composite materials; machine
tools; servers, integrated circuits and encryption; telecommunications equipment, test equipment
and software; navigation and avionics, diesel and marine engines, and helicopters.  

The report, prepared with the assistance of John Larkin, the former BIS liaison officer in Bei-
jing, includes published specifications from Chinese and foreign suppliers of 32 of the 47
ECCNs, along with photos of many items.  “Non-U.S. foreign companies freely export products,
software and technology not only at levels well above those in the proposed rule but above the
current control levels under the Wassenaar Arrangement,” the AmCham noted.  “The ECWG
learned that these exports are to civil end-uses, dual civil and military end-uses, and solely to
military end-use,” it added.  “Chinese military demand is primarily met by domestic state-owned
enterprises,” the comments contended.  This reflects Beijing’s policy against a foreign role in 
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military procurement.  “When the Chinese military does procure items from foreign sources, it
finds them readily available from primarily Russia and Europe,” the AmCham claimed. 
“European and Russian companies have provided direct military sales and joint development
assistance to China’s PLA, Navy and Air Force programs,” the business group asserted.

TREASURY DOESN’T TAG CHINA AS CURRENCY M ANIPULATOR

Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson has touted a new approach to China, but the results so far are
the same as the department’s old policy.  On returning from China and the first meeting of his
newly created Strategic Economic Dialogue, Paulson Dec. 19 released Treasury’s semiannual
report on foreign currency manipulation.  Just as his predecessors did, Paulson refused to cite
China as a manipulator. “No major trading partner of the United States met the technical
requirements for designation,” the report declared (see WTTL, Dec. 18, page 3).  

“China’s cautious approach to exchange rate reform continues to exacerbate
distortions in the domestic economy and impede adjustment of international
imbalances,” the report conceded.  Beijing has allowed some increased flexibility
in the renminbi, the department noted. “This increased flexibility, however, is
considerably less than is needed,” it declared.

The report will get early attention from the incoming Democratic Congress, warned Rep. Sander
Levin (D-Mich.), who is expected to chair the House Ways and Means trade subcommittee.  The
report “underlines the need for congressional oversight hearings,” he said in a statement.  Citing
statements that the Bush administration plans no change in policy on China, Levin said, the
“administration needs to explain when they would be prepared to act.”

*  *  *  BRIEFS *  *  *

A N T IB O Y C O T T : E nfo rcemen t ac t ions  fo r  v io la tions  o f  embargo  o f  L ibya ,  inc lud ing so -ca lled  “ insta lled
b ase”  go o d s exp o rted  p r io r  to  l if t ing  o f  em b argo ,  co u ld  unco ver  ad d i t io na l  charges  fo r  v io la t ion  o f  an t ibo y-
co tt  ru les ,  r ecen t  B IS  se tt lem ent  sho ws .  P r ice  B ro thers  (U K )  Ltd . ,  o f  Sur rey,  U nited  K ingd o m , sub s id ia ry
o f P r ice  B ro thers  C o m p any  o f O hio ,  has  agreed  to  pa y $1 5 ,0 0 0  c iv i l  f ine  to  se t t le  f ive  B IS  charges  c la im ing
it  fu rn ishe d  b o yc o tt-re la te d  in fo rm a tio n  to  L ib ya n custo m e rs  in  2 0 0 1 .   P r ic e  ha d  p a id  $ 1 0 1 ,5 0 0  fine  in  2 0 0 5
se tt lemen t w ith  B IS  fo r  un licensed  expo r ts  to  L ibya  (see  W T T L ,  Sep t .  7 ,  20 0 5 ,  pa ge  4 ) .

M O R E  AN T IB O Y C O T T : In te rna tiona l Spec ia lt ie s ,  Inc .,  o f  B os ton ,  has  agreed  to  pay $3 ,60 0  f ine  in  se tt le -
m ent  o f  o ne  B IS  charge  fo r  sup p lying  bo yco tt-re la ted  in fo rma tio n  to  cus to m er  in  O m an.

S E N A T E : Inc o m ing  S ena te  F ina nc e  C o m m itte e  C h airm a n M a x B a uc us  (D -M o nt.)  ha s p ro m o te d  D e m etr io s
M aran t is  to  ch ie f  trad e  co unse l .   M aran t is  has  wo rked  fo r  B aucus s ince  20 0 5 .   P rev iously,  he  wo rked  in
V ie tnam  fo r  U .S .-V ie tnam  T rad e  C o unc i l ,  and  from  19 9 8  to  20 0 2 ,  he  was U ST R  asso c ia te  ge nera l  co unse l .   

T E X T IL E S: Co m m erce  ha s  nam ed  M att  P r ie s t  to  be  dep uty assis tan t  sec re ta ry fo r  tex t i le s  and  ap p are l ,
f i l l ing  vaca ncy crea ted  by re t irem en t o f  Jam es  L eo na rd .   P r ies t  has  bee n serv ing  as  sen io r  ad viso r  to  ass is-
tan t  sec re ta ry fo r  im p o r t ad m in is tra t io n  and  ear l ie r  was  leg is la t ive  d irec to r  fo r  Re p .  Sue  M yr ick  (R -N .C .) .

T R A D E  LA W S:   U ST R ’s  o ffice  D ec .  27  to ld  C o ngress  tha t  cur ren t  FT A  nego tia t io ns  with  M alaysia  and
So uth K o rea  wo n’t  req u ire  any changes in  U .S .  an t idum p ing  o r  co unterva i l ing  du ty laws.   A m end m ents
m igh t  be  ne ed ed  fo r  im p lem enta t ion  o f  p ro p o sed  sa feguard  m easures  s imilar  to  tho se  in  o the r  F T A s,  i t  sa id .  
In  ta lks  with  S eo ul ,  “W e  ha ve  m a d e i t  c le ar  tha t the  A d m inis tra tio n  ha s ve ry l im ite d  f le xib i l i ty  o n  tra d e
re m ed ie s issue s,  and  ha ve  no t  agre ed  to  any p ro p o sa ls  to  d a te ,”  i t  sa id .

ZE R O IN G : In  D ec .  27  Fed era l  R egis te r ,  IT A  m o d ified  i ts  ze ro ing  m etho d o lo gy fo r  ca lcu la t ing  dum p ing .
E ffec t ive  Jan .  1 6  i t  wil l  no  lo nger  make  average-to -average  p r ice  co m p ar isons  witho ut  o f fse ts  in  dum p ing
invest iga t ions.   T he  ru le ,  p ro p o sed  in  M arch  to  b r ing  U .S .  in to  co m p liance  with W T O  pane l  ru l ing ,  wil l
app ly to  a l l  seven  pend ing dump ing invest iga tions ,  agency sa id  ( see  W T T L ,  M arch  13 ,  pa ge  4 ) .

C O M M E R C IA L SE R V IC E : C o m m erce  Insp ec to r  G enera l  has  re leased  mo stly  favo rab le  rep o r t  on  IT A
o ffic es  in  A rge ntina  a nd  U rugua y,  no ting  custo m e r sa tis fa c t io n .   S o m e fina nc ia l m ana ge m ent cha nge s urge d .
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