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Suit Claims BIS Lacks Legal Pow er to Impose Denial Orders

Since the expiration of the Export Administration Act (EAA), the Bureau of Industry and
Security (BIS) has lacked authority to impose denial orders as a civil penalty for violations of
U.S. export controls, contends a brief filed Nov. 16 in a suit seeking to overturn the BIS denial
order issued against Micei International of Skopje, Macedonia.  The brief claims the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), under which BIS now enforces the Export
Administraton Regulations (EAR), does not include a denial order penalty nor does it permit
BIS to take action against a foreign party (see WTTL, Aug. 3, page 3).  If successful, the suit
could eviscerate one of the strongest weapons BIS has in its enforcement armamentarium.

BIS had imposed a $126,000 civil fine and a denial order on Micei after an
administrative law judge ruled the firm had violated the EAR by exporting EAR99
items from the U.S. to Macedonia for Yuri Montgomery, a man who was the
subject of separate denial order issued in 2000.  The Montgomery denial order
had barred him from exporting items from the U.S. and also prevented anyone
else from aiding or abetting him in exporting.

“BIS requires explicit statutory authority to impose punitive orders,” stated the brief filed in
the D.C. U.S. Court of Appeals by Mecei’s attorneys from the law firm of Bryan Cave.  “Such
authority, although contained in the EAA, lapsed when the EAA itself lapsed.  BIS’s power to
impose penalties such as this punitive order must now be considered under IEEPA, the statute
used by the President to ‘extend’ the EAA.  Civil penalties available under IEEPA are limited
to monetary fines and do not include orders of the sort entered here by BIS against Mr. Mont-
gomery and against Micei,” the brief argued.

Moreover, IEEPA did not include a prohibition against aiding and abetting at the time of
Mecei’s exports in 2003.  “That Congress did not originally intend to give authority to BIS to
prosecute aiding and abetting is underscored by Congress’s subsequent amendment of the
statute in 2007, which permitted civil penalties only for causing violations and restricted
liability for aiding and abetting to criminal prosecutions,” the brief noted. 

Allgeier Offers “Three-Zeros” Proposal for Reaching Doha Deal

Former Deputy U.S. Trade Representative Peter Allgeier Nov. 19 proposed a plan for reaching
an agreement in the Doha Round in 2010 based on political but not commercial concessions by
the United States, European Union, Brazil, China and India.   Allgeier says he developed the 
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plan, which he calls the “zero-for-zero-for-zero package,” after leaving the USTR’s office in
August and becoming president of the C&M International consulting firm.  The proposal would
require very difficult political decisions by these countries, but “would yield a more ambitious
trade liberalizing result than the current prospective deal,” he claims.

The first zero would require Brazil, China and India to give up the right to use
the “flexibilities” provisions of a non-agriculture market access (NAMA) deal to
exempt themselves from full formula cuts in industrial tariffs and to forego the
option of making zero cuts in any farm products under an agriculture agreement.
They could still take less-than-formula cuts in agriculture, but “they would have
to take a cut somewhere to some degree in every product in agriculture,” Allgeier
told the Washington International Trade Association (WITA).

For the U.S., the zero would be “zero for zeroing,” he suggested.  The U.S. would have to give
up its call for sectoral deals that would call for “zero-for-zero” tariffs in each sector by all
participating countries.  This has been a major demand by some U.S. industrial groups and
especially the National Association of Manufacturers, but the idea has drawn opposition from
several World Trade Organization (WTO) members, particularly China.

The zero for the EU would be zero extension of geographic indication (GI) protections beyond
the wine and spirits registry already part of the negotiations.  The EU has wanted to extend GI
rules to bar anyone from using such location-based names as Parmesan cheese, except cheese-
makers in Parma, Italy, or Dijon mustard, except mustard coming from Dijon, France.

In addition to these three zeros, Allgeier said the final Doha package would still need to
include new commitments on market access for services, transparency in domestic regulations,
trade facilitation provisions, new disciplines on fishery subsidies, an environmental goods and
services agreement, the Hong Kong Ministerial’s mandate on cotton, the Hong Kong Minis-
terial’s mandate of duty-free-quota-free for least developed countries and a resolution of the
application of the special safeguard mechanism.  Ahead of the WTO Ministerial Conference
schedule to begin Nov. 29 in Geneva, Allgeier said that “like it or not, the whole world is
looking for the U.S. to bailout the negotiations.”   Even though the ministerial is not supposed
to be a negotiating session, “it inevitably will be an occasion for very heavy arm-twisting,
primarily aimed at the U.S.,” he said. 

House Members Echo Baucus on Extension of Trade Preferences

As two key trade preference programs are set to expire in December, the prevailing focus in
Congress is not on if they will be renewed, but how and when.  At a House Ways and Means
trade subcommittee hearing Nov. 17on the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) and the
Andean Trade Preference Act (ATPA), lawmakers said they would work on an extension of the
programs, if they cannot agree on changes in the two laws.  This echoes view of Senate Finance
Committee Chairman Max Baucus (D-Mont.) (see WTTL, Nov. 16, page 2).

If Congress does not renew GSP by the end of the year, “it has to be extended,”
hopefully for two years, subcommittee chairman Sander Levin (D-Mich.) told
reporters during a hearing recess.   Key questions must be answered before that
happens, Levin said.  “How do you expand [relations with] Bangladesh without
hurting Africa?  We’re determined to wrestle with this,” he said, “to speed the
benefits of [free] trade.”

USTR General Counsel Tim Reif testified at the hearing, but gave little indication about what
changes the Obama administration wants to see in new preference laws or how long current
programs should be extended while that decision is made.  “Expanding trade with the world’s
developing countries is critical to boosting their growth, reducing income inequality and
providing people living in these countries with greater hope and confidence for their economic
future,” Reif said.  Ultimately, the success of such programs will rest in the willingness to be 



November 23 ,  2009           Washington Tarif f  & Trade Letter               Page 3

flexible.  “The most effective form of trade-related development assistance … is likely to vary
widely” among different nations, Reif said.  “One size does not fit all,” he added

The hearing highlighted the complexities in renewing the ATPA for Bolivia,
Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru.  Questions were raised about how Peru, which now
has a free trade agreement (FTA) with the U.S., will transition from ATPA to the
FTA benefits and also about the timing of approval of the proposed FTA with
Colombia.  The U.S. has suspended ATPA benefits for Bolivia and threatened to
suspend Ecuador.  Levin told reporters that while Colombia and Peru pose no
major problems, he suggested that the situations in Bolivia and Ecuador could
hinder passage of legislation to extend ATPA.  A new bill will require close work
among lawmakers on both sides of the aisle and the White House, Levin said.   

During the hearing, Levin said he supports the U.S. commitment under GSP and ATPA, as well
as programs that benefit Africa and Haiti.   He also stressed the position of congressional
Democrats that any new trade agreements must include safeguards on labor and environment. 
“For people to pull themselves up the economic ladder, countries have to have the right policies
in place so that the benefits of increased trade achieve the goal of development,” Levin said. 
Those policies would include rule of law, labor rights, rules to encourage and protect inno-
vation and rules against corruption, he said.  

Panel Warns about Chinese Control of “Rare Earth” Materials

Among the many concerns raised about China’s economic and military policies in the 2009
annual report of the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission released Nov. 19 is
Chinese control of 93% of rare-earth minerals production in the world and Beijing’s plans for
restricting exports of these materials.  Rare-earth materials have become vital components of
many high-tech products, including flat-screen TVs, cell phones, hybrid-car batteries and
magnets.  They are also need in many military products, such as smart bombs.  “China appears
to be tightening its control over the supply of rare-earth elements,” the report states.  It quotes
a Chinese officials who said the export restrictions are intended to attract manufacturing
investment in Inner Mongolia where much of this material is mined.

While the Chinese claim these export restrictions are aimed at limiting environ-
mental damage often associated with the mining of these materials, “tighter limits
on exports of rare earth place foreign manufacturers at a disadvantage compared
to the domestic producers whose access will not be so restricted,” the report
warns.  “There has been no official U.S. government response so far,” it states.

The commission also cited fears that Hong Kong is becoming a transshipment point for con-
trolled dual-use products to China.  It cites recent prosecutions of  individuals who shipped
goods and technology to China through Hong Kong.  Hong Kong long prided itself on its strong
export control system and its cooperation with U.S. authorities.  As a result, it has enjoyed
more liberal export treatment than China.  This situation may be changing as Beijing asserts
greater control over the Special Administrative Region.  “The commission recommends that
Congress examine and assess the adequacy of U.S. export control policy for dual-use tech-
nology as it relates to the treatment of Hong Kong and the PRC as separate customs entities,”
the report states.  “The commission further recommends that Congress urge the administration
to consider ways to collaborate more closely with authorities in Hong Kong in order to prevent
the transshipment of controlled technology from Hong Kong into the PRC,” it adds. 

Report Cites U.S.  Industry Role In Chinese Defense Expansion

U.S. and European firms doing business with supposedly commercial Chinese companies are
helping China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) gain access to advance technology and know-
how for military purposes, according to report by the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review 
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Commission.  The report, prepared under contract for the commission by Defense Group, Inc.,
claims the Chinese are exploiting commercial relationships as part of a Chinese doctrine known
as Yujun Yumin, which means locating military potential in civilian capabilities. The report
suggests that many Chinese commercial companies that were spun off from government-owned
enterprises still have ties to the PLA. “The structure of the Chinese defense industry makes it
difficult to restrict transfers of technology, know-how and capital to Chinese military entities
without crippling U.S. business with commercial firms,” the report concedes.

“The line between state and private blurs, allowing commercial capital from round
the globe to wind up with state defense enterprises in charge of China’s missile
industry,” it contends.  Such arrangements with Chinese companies are also help-
ing the PLA’s expansion of its capabilities in shipbuilding, aviation, information
technology and electronics, the report says.  Some of the U.S. and Chinese firms
named in the report recently participated in a BIS conference aimed at increasing
U.S. high-tech exports to China (see WTTL, Oct. 6, page 1).

*  *  *  Briefs *  *  *

F C P A : Jus t ic e  N o v.  1 9  sa id  i t  is  te rm ina ting  d efe rre d  p ro se cu tio n  agre em e nt with  N o rw ay’s  S ta to i l  A S A
under  FC P A  because  firm  has sa tis f ied  cond it ions  i t  p romised  to  fu lf i l  a s  pa r t  o f  agreemen t in  2006  (see
W T T L ,  O c t .  23 ,  20 0 6 ,  pa ge  4 ) .   “T hree  years  o f  d i ligen t  e ffo r ts  b y S ta to i l  to  ad d ress  p as t  m iscond uc t  and
se r io us co m p liance  fai lures  have  led  to  the  d ism issa l  o f  fo re ign  b r ib e ry charges aga ins t  the  co m p any,”  sa id
A ssis tan t A t to rney G enera l  Lanny A .  B reuer  in  Just ice  s ta temen t.   “T h is  case  shows tha t de fe rred
p rosecu t io n  agreem ents  aga ins t co rpo ra tio ns  can  wo rk  as  an  im p o r tan t  m id d le  g round  be tween  d ec l in ing
p ro secu t ion  and  ob ta ining  the  co nvic t ion  o f  a  co rp o ra t ion ,”  sa id  U .S .  A tto rney P re t t  B hara ra .  

A N T IB O Y C O T T : Y ork  In te rna tiona l Co rpo ra tion ,  which  became  pa r t  o f  Johnson  Co n tro ls  in  D ecemb er
2 0 0 5 ,  ha s agre ed  to  p ay $ 1 4 0 ,8 5 0  c iv i l  f ine  to  se tt le  B IS  cha rge s tha t i t  v io la te d  a ntib o yc o tt  re gu la tio ns  1 2 2
times , inc lud ing 101  t imes  tha t i t  a lleged ly fa iled  to  r epo r t  boyco t t  requests  to  B IS .   Y ork  had  m ade  a
vo lunta ry se lf-d isc losure  and  neithe r  admitted  no r  den ied  the  charges.   In  its  Charg ing Le tte r ,  B IS  c la imed
tha t  D ub a i  b ranches o f  Y o rk  A ir  C o nd i t io n ing  and  R efr ige ra t ion ,  Inc . ,  fro m  20 0 2  to  20 0 6 ,  fu rn ished  bo yco t t
in fo rma tion  o r  ag reed  to  coo pe ra te  in  boyco tt  o f  Is rae l in  documen ts  submitted  to  pa r tie s  in  Egyp t ,  Ind ia ,
Jo rd an ,  K uwai t ,  Leb ano n,  Libya ,  O m an ,  P ak is tan ,  Q atar ,  Syr ia ,  Sud an ,  T urkey and  U ni ted  A rab  E m ira tes .

ST E LA : B IS  ha s  launched  on l ine  ve rs ion  o f  its  System  fo r  T rack ing  E xp o rt  L icense  A p p lica t ions (S T E LA ).  
R a the r  than  us ing  curren t  pho ne-based  system , l icense  ap p l ican ts  can  go  to  ht tp s: / /snap r .b is .do c .go v/s te la  to
chec k s ta tus  o f  ap p lica t io ns .

T R A D E  P E O P L E : P re sid e nt  O b a m a N o v.  1 8  no m ina te d   N ic o le  Y .  L am b -H a le  to  b e  ass is ta nt  se cre ta ry o f
C o m m erce  fo r  manufac tur ing  and  se rv ices .   She  is  cur ren tly  Co m m erce  d ep uty genera l  co unse l and
previously was with  law  firm o f Fo ley &  Lardne r  in  D e tro i t .   P re siden t N ov .  16  nom ina ted  Leocad ia  I .  Zak
to  be  d i rec to r  o f  U .S .  T rade  and  D eve lo p m ent  A gency .  She  had  be en  nam ed  de p uty d i rec to r  in  January and
was  U ST D A  gene ra l  co unsel  fro m  20 0 0  to  20 0 6 .   E ar l ie r ,  she  was  p ar tne r  in  M intz ,  Levin ,  C o hn ,  Ferr i s ,
G lo vsky and  P o p e o  la w firm .   O n  N o v.  1 9 ,  O b a m a sa id  he  in te nd s  to  no m ina te  E l iz ab e th  L it t le fie ld  to  b e
p resid en t  o f  O verseas  P r iva te  Investm ent  C o rpo ra tio n .   She  is  cur ren tly  a  d i rec to r  o f  W o r ld  B ank .

IT A R  E X P O R T S: In  annua l  Sec t ion  65 5  rep o rt  to  C o ngre ss ,  co vering  f isca l  yea r  2 0 0 8 ,  which  end ed  Sep t .
3 0 ,  20 0 8 ,   D D T C  sa id  i t  ap p roved  exp o r t o f  ap p rox imate ly $3 4 .2  b i ll io n  in  de fense  a r tic les  and
ap p ro ximate ly  $ 7 1 .3  b i l l io n  in  defense  serv ice s .

M A T C H B O O K S: IT C  made  f ina l de te rmina tion  N ov .  17  o n  6 -0  vo te  tha t imp or ts  o f  subsid ized  and  dum ped
co m m o d ity m atchb o o ks from  Ind ia  a re  inju r ing  U .S .  ind ustry.

A SIA: In  T okyo  N ov .  14 ,  P residen t O bam a  sa id  U .S .  w il l  engage  with  “T rans-P ac ific  Pa r tne rsh ip  coun tr ie s
w ith  the  go a l o f sha p ing  a  re gio na l agre em e nt tha t wil l  ha ve  b ro a d -b a se d  m e m b ersh ip  and  the  h igh  s ta nd a rd s
wo rthy o f  a  2 1 st  cen tury t rad e  agreem ent .”   H e  a lso  sa id :  “T o ge the r ,  w ith o ur  S o uth K o rean  fr iend s,  we  wil l
wo rk  th rough  the  is sues  necessary to  m o ve  fo rward  o n  a  trade  agreem ent  with  them .”   B ut  la te r  in  Seo ul
N ov .  19 ,  he  gave  no  spec ific s  on  when  he  wou ld  m ove  K orean  FT A .  In it ia l  T P P  ta lks wil l  invo lve  S inga -
po re ,  Ch ile ,  N ew Zealand ,  B rune i,  Austra lia ,  P e ru  and  V ie tnam.  U .S .  a lready has  FT A s with  S ingapore ,
C hile ,  P e ru  and  A ustra l ia ,  so  go a l  o f  T P P  is  s t i l l  no t  c lea r .   “Furthe r  engagem ent  in  the  T rans-P ac if ic
P a r tne rsh ip  g ive s us  the  o p p o r tun ity  to  ad d re ss  ga p s in  o ur  curre nt  agre em e nts  and  to  se t the  s ta nd a rd  fo r
2 1 s t-cen tury trade  agreem ents  go ing  fo rward ,”  sa id  U ST R  R o n K irk  in  N o v.  14  sp eech .


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

