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Cantor Bill to Offer Stepped Increases In Ex-Im Lending Cap

After weeks of intense negotiations aimed at balancing opposition from House conservatives
backed by the tea party and strong pressure from the business community, Majority Leader Eric
Cantor (R-Va.) is expected to introduce a revised bill May 7 to reauthorize the Export-Import
Bank for three years and increase its financing cap in steps.  A House vote on the measure
could come as early as May 9.  The third-year increase would depend on Ex-Im submitting to
Congress annual reports on the progress in negotiations with other governments to reduce and
ultimately eliminate subsidized export financing (see WTTL, April 3, page 1).

In a discussion draft floated by Cantor’s office, the cap would rise to $120 billion
from $100 billion for fiscal year 2012, which ends Sept. 30, 2012.  It would go
up to $130 billion in FY 2013 and 2014, but could increase to $140 billion in FY
2014, if Ex-Im meets certain conditions. One condition is to maintain a default
rate of less than 2% and another is the submission of several reports by Ex-Im
and the Comptroller General on bank activities, including an annual report on the
status on negotiations on ending government export lending subsidies.   

The bill would require the Treasury secretary to initiate negotiations with other major exporting
countries, including Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) members
and non-members, “to substantially reduce, with the ultimate goal of eliminating, subsidized
export financing programs and other forms of export subsidies” and negotiations with all coun-
tries that finance air carrier aircraft to substantially reduce and ultimately eliminate export
credit financing covered by the 2007 Sector Understanding on Export Credits for Civil Aircraft.

Another provision would require the bank to seek public comment on financing that exceeds
$100 million and to notify congressional committees also.  It would require Ex-Im to review
current domestic-content requirements to determine whether the policy “accurately captures the
costs of United States production of goods and services, including the direct and indirect costs
of manufacturing costs, parts, components, materials and supplies, research, planning engineer-
ing, design, development, production, return on investment, marketing and other business costs
and the effect of such policy on the maintenance and creation of jobs in the United States.”  

Proposals Would Amend USM L,  CCL Rules on Explosives

In the latest set of proposals to implement the Obama administration’s export control reform
initiative, State’s Directorate of Defense Trade Controls (DDTC) and the Bureau of Industry 
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and Security (BIS) published parallel proposals May 2 to convert Category V (explosives) of
the U.S. Munitions List (USML) into a positive list and move less critical products to new
Export Control Classification Numbers (ECCNs) on the Commerce Control List (CCL).  The
DDTC proposal covers explosives and energetic materials, propellants, incendiary agents, and
their constituents subject to the International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR).  

“One major change proposed to this category involves removal of broad catchalls
with the listing of specific materials that warrant ITAR control caught by current
catchalls,” State noted.  “Those materials currently captured in the catchalls that
do not warrant control on the USML are to be controlled on the CCL.  Examples
of such materials to be removed from various catchalls and controlled on the CCL
are spherical aluminum powder and hydrazine and its derivatives,” State said.

BIS proposed creating four new 600 series ECCNs to house explosive materials that no longer
warrant control on the USML.  In addition to new ECCNs 1B608, 1C608, 1D608 and 1E608,
BIS proposed controlling aluminum powder and hydrazine under ECCN 1C111.  The proposed
rule also would move some products in existing ECCNs into the new 600 series.  “This
proposed rule also would control equipment for the ‘production’ of explosives and solid pro-
pellants, currently controlled under ECCN 1B018.a, and related ‘software,’ currently controlled
under ECCN 1D018, under new ECCNs 1B608 and 1D608, respectively,” BIS stated. 

BIS said its rule “would move commercial charges and devices containing energetic materials,
which are currently classified under ECCN 1C018, to new ECCN 1C608 (except for chlorine
trifluoride, which is not on the WAML [Wassenaar Arrangement Munitions List] and would be
controlled under ECCN 1C111.a.3.f).  In a corresponding change, this rule would remove ECCN
1C238, which controls chlorine trifluoride, from the CCL as it would no longer be necessary.”

Shoes,  Apparel and Sugar Interests Seek Changes in TPP Talks

It may be easier to go against apple pie and motherhood than to change the U.S. policy of
insisting on a “yarn-forward” rule for textiles and apparel in trade agreements, but a bipartisan
group of 15 senators urged President Obama May 1 to drop the rule as part of negotiations on
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement.  Just as difficult may be a plea from 27 House
members to U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) Ron Kirk April 17 to give up demands in the
TPP talks for a slow phase-out of footwear duties.  Also joining the effort to shift U.S. trade
policy are sugar-consuming groups that wrote to Kirk April 30 opposing protection for sugar in
any TPP deal.  The letters came ahead of the next round of TPP talks in Dallas May 8-18.

The lawmakers’ letters drew praise from shoe and apparel importers and retailers
that have joined together in the TPP Apparel Coalition.  “Some of the highest
U.S. tariffs are on apparel; these duties inhibit job growth, rather than foster it,
and the TPP provides a unique opportunity to create a new framework that will
facilitate trade and investment in the TPP region," said a statement by Sandy
Kennedy, president of the Retail Industry Leaders Association.  The industries
noted that 98% of apparel sold in the U.S. is sewn abroad and only 1% of shoes
sold in the U.S. are produced in the U.S.

The senators noted that tariffs on clothing and home linens from TPP countries in 2010 were
just under $1.2 billion and accounted for 68% of the tariffs collected from those countries. 
“The current U.S. proposal on rules of origin takes an overly broad approach in advocating a
yarn-forward position for nearly all apparel products,” said the letter, which was organized by
Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.).  “Instead, we believe that it would be better to take a more flexible
approach which would support the growth of U.S. exports and U.S. jobs,” it added.

House members noted that 8% of U.S. footwear imports originate in Vietnam, one of the
nations in the TPP talks.  “A TPP footwear provision that would only slowly eliminate duties 
and incorporate a complex rule-of-origin undermines the important opportunity presented by the 



M ay 7 ,  2 01 2                 Washington Tarif f  & Trade Letter                 Page 3

TPP to craft a high standard 21st century agreement that allows U.S. brands to reinvest duty
savings in innovation and maintaining global competitiveness,” they told Kirk.

The groups writing to Kirk on sugar, including the National Confectioners Association, the 
American Bakers Association and the Club for Growth, said they were “deeply concerned about
any U.S. pre-conditions to TPP market access negotiations.”  They said all products should be
on the table in the talks.  “In particular, sugar should not be excluded from the TPP as it was
in the U.S.-Australia FTA,” the groups wrote. 

U.S. ,  China Talks Produce No Breakthroughs or Breakdow ns

Despite the controversy swirling around Chinese activist Chen Guangcheng, senior U.S. and
Chinese officials were able to complete the fourth round of Strategic and Economic Dialogue
(S&ED) talks in Beijing May 3-4 without a diplomatic breakdown but also without any dramatic
breakthroughs.  As with previous rounds, the final joint statements on the economic and secur-
ity tracks of the talks were larded with phrases saying the U.S. and China were “committed to,”
“decided to continue,” “reaffirm commitments,” “welcomed,” and “reiterated,” on a host of
topics from currency and intellectual property rights to logging and clean stoves.

“China and the United States are determined to implement fully their G-20
commitments to move more rapidly to more market-determined exchange rate
systems and enhance exchange rate flexibility to reflect underlying economic
fundamentals, avoid persistent exchange rate misalignments, and refrain from
competitive devaluation of currencies,” the economic joint statement said.  “China
remains committed to continue the exchange rate regime reform, enhance the
RMB exchange rate flexibility in both directions, and let market supply and
demand play a more basic role in the formation of the exchange rate,” it added.

The U.S. also committed to “give full consideration to China’s request that it be treated fairly
as the United States reforms its export control system.”  It also committed to “take efforts to
facilitate the export of civilian high-tech exports to China for civilian end-users and civilian
end-uses.”  The U.S. and China also agreed to continue cooperation on supply chain security
and facilitation.  “Three Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT) joint val-
idations are to be conducted this year in China, which will further U.S.-China Customs
cooperation on supply chain security and facilitation,” the statement noted.  At the same time, a
study of Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) systems will be conducted “to achieve the goal
of mutual recognition of AEO as early as possible.”

USTR Rew ards M alaysia,  Spain for IPR Protect ion 

In its annual Special 301 Report released April 30, the U.S. Trade Representative’s (USTR)
office moved Malaysia and Spain off the “Watch List” for their recent efforts in protection and
enforcement of intellectual property rights (IPR), but it moved Ukraine up to the “Priority
Watch List.”  Once again, no country was named a “Priority Foreign Country”, the top sanc-
tionable category.  The USTR credited Malaysia for “copyright amendments that significantly
strengthen its protection of copyrights and its enforcement against piracy.”  The report placed
13 countries on the 2012 Priority Watch List and 26 on the Watch List. 

Among other advances, Spain was removed for “adoption of regulations implementing the ‘Ley
Sinde,’ a law to combat copyright piracy over the Internet.”  Ukraine was moved up the priority
ladder because it “made minimal progress in implementing its 2010 IPR action plan commit-
ments, including addressing the government’s use of unlicensed software, amending the
copyright law, and increasing IPR enforcement.”  Kiev “has done little to address counterfeiting
and piracy, and in some cases took steps backwards,” the report noted.  Non-government organ-
izations criticized the report for punishing countries for helping consumers.  “It is unacceptable
that the U.S. is once again trying to use its enormous influence to strong-arm developing 
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countries to make it more difficult to access affordable generics,” said a statement from Judit
Rius, the U.S. manager of Doctors Without Borders.  Praise for the report came from the movie
and IPR-intensive industries.  “This report highlights content theft and barriers in foreign
markets that pose threats to the continued growth of U.S. creative industries and the U.S.
economy,” said Chris Dodd, chairman and CEO of the Motion Picture Association of America. 

*  *  *  Briefs *  *  *

FIRE A R M S: D epar tmen t o f  H om eland  Securi ty  (D H S)  concerns abou t transfe r  o f  U SM L C a tegory I  f i re -
a rm s  to  C C L,  which  were  h igh ligh ted  in  repo r ts  in  W all  S tree t  Jo u rn a l  a nd  W a sh in g to n  P o st ,  a re  be ing
ad d ressed  b y ad o p tio n  of  spec ia l  co n tro l s  tha t  wil l  im p o se  expo r t restr ic t io ns  o n  weap o ns  a f te r  they  a re
transfe r red  to  C C L, acco rd ing  to  so urces .   D H S  m em o q uo ted  in  a r t ic le s  is  severa l  m onths  o ld ,  b ut  so me
issues  it  r a ised  a re  s ti l l  be ing  d i scussed ,  they  say.   B IS  and  D D T C  exp ec t  to  keep  fu l ly  au to m atic  m il i ta ry
weapons on  the  U SM L, while  mov ing a rms  tha t a re  .50  ca l ibe r  o r  le ss  and  no t  fu lly  autom atic  fo r  c iv il ian
end -users  to  C C L.   “T here  is  no t  a  lo t  o f  change  from  what is  cur ren tly  l icensed  unde r  the  IT A R  and  the
same  con tro ls  unde r  the  E A R ,”  one  source  sa id .   “L icense  requ iremen ts  w il l  be  very,  very s imi la r ,”  sou rce
added .   T ransfe rred  end-i tem weapons won’t  be  e lig ib le  fo r  L icense  Excep tion  S tra teg ic  T rade  Au thor iza -
t ion  (ST A ),  one  o f D H S concerns.   D iscuss ions  con tinue  on  trea tmen t o f  pa r ts  and  com po nents ,  sou rces

repor t .   “T here  wil l  be  carve -ou ts  tha t w il l  be  unique  tha t a re  no t  in  o the r  ca tegor ie s ,”  one  source  no ted .

SA T E LLIT E S: Rep .  Ad am  Sm ith (D -W ash .) ,  rank ing  m em b er o f  H o use  A rm ed  Serv ices  C o m m it tee ,  is
exp ec ted  to  o ffer  am end m en t dur ing  co m m ittee ’s  sched uled  M ay 9  m arkup  o f 20 1 3  N at io na l  D efense
A utho r iza t io n  A c t  (H .R .  43 1 0 )  to  gran t  p res id en t  au tho ri ty  to  m o ve  so m e co m m erc ia l  sa te l l i te s  fro m  U SM L
to  C C L with  ce r ta in  cond i t ions  a ttached  (see  W T T L ,  A p r il  23 ,  pa ge  1 ) .

T R U ST E D  T R A D E R S: U .S .  and  E U  signed  agreemen t M ay 4  g ran ting  mutua l recognit ion  to  ce r t i f ied
p ar t ic ipan ts  in  C ustom -T rad e  P ar tne rship  A ga ins t  T erro r ism  and  E U ’s  A utho r ized  E co no m ic  O p era to rs .

JA P A N : Jap an’s  ro le  in  T P P  ta lks  remains  up  in  a ir  fo l lo wing  m ee t ing  be tween  P resid en t  O b am a and
Jap anese  P r im e  M in is te r  N o d a  A p r il  30 .   “W e wil l  co n tinue  to  ad vance  o ur  ongo ing  b i la te ra l  co nsu lta t io ns
o n  the  T rans-P ac ific  P ar tnersh ip  (T P P ) ,  and  fur ther  exp lore  how  b i la te ra l  eco no m ic  harmo niza t io n  and  the
p rom o tio n  of  reg io na l  eco no m ic  in tegra t io n  co u ld  be  ach ieved ,”  they  sa id  in  jo in t  s ta tm ent  a fte r  mee ting .

IR A N : B IS  im p o sed  s ix -m o nth  T em p o rary D enia l  O rder  (T D O )  Ap r il  27  on  fo ur  a ir l ines  and  th ree  execu-
t ives fo r  reexpo r t ing  and  a t temp ting  to  r eexpor t th ree  B oe ing 747 s  to  I ran  withou t autho r iza tion .   N amed
w ere : S aye gh  G ro up  A via tio n ;  A b a n A ir ;  S am  A ir  C o rp o ra tio n  L im ite d ; A via tio n  L ega cy (G a m b ia )  L im ite d ;
A b d ullah  K ha led  R am ad an ,  managing  d irec to r  o f  bo th S ayegh  G ro up  A via t ion  and  Sam  A ir ;  A li  M ahd avi ,
chairman  o f Ab an  A ir ;  and  M ahmoud  K ha li  H amze ,  managing d irec to r  o f Av ia tion  Legacy.   Eve rex  G lob a l
C argo  and  Co urie r  a lso  was nam ed  as  re la ted  pe rso n  to  A b an  A ir  and  A li  M ahd avi .   “T he  co nd uc t  in  this
case  is  de l ibe ra te ,  s ign if ican t  and  l ike ly to  occur  aga in ab sen t  the  issuance  o f  a  T D O ,”  B IS  s ta ted .   

E X P O R T  E N F O R C E M E N T : M a ttso n  T e chno lo gy Inc . o f F re m o nt,  C a lif . ,  A p r i l  3 0  agre ed  to  p ay $ 8 5 0 ,0 0 0
to  se t t le  47  B IS  charges o f  ac t ing  with kno wled ge  o f  vio la t ion  o f  E xp o rt  A d m inis t ra t ion  R egula t ions.  
M a ttson  a lleged ly transfe rred  o r  o the rwise  se rv iced  p ressu re  transduce rs  wor th  $78 ,00 0  and  c la ss if ied
und er  E C C N  2B 2 3 0 ,  which  were  co n tro l led  fo r  nuc lea r  no np ro l i fe ra t ion  reaso ns,  to  custo m ers  in  Is rae l ,
M alaysia ,  C hina ,  S ingap o re  and  T a iwan  witho ut  Co m m erce  l icenses .   U nd er  se t t lem ent ,  M attson  agreed  to
p ay $2 5 0 ,00 0  within  30  days.  R em aining  $6 0 0 ,00 0  wil l  be  susp end ed  fo r  o ne  yea r  and  then  wa ived  i f
M at tson co m m its  no  fur the r  v io la t io ns ,  B IS  sa id .   M at tson ne i the r  ad m itted  no r  den ied  charges .

C U B A : N a tio na l F o re ign  T ra d e C o u nc il  and  U S A *E n ga ge  M a y 2  p ra ise d  s ign ing  s ta te m ent issue d  b y
F lo r ida  G ov .  R ick  Sco t t  (R -F la .)  ca l l ing  unconsti tu tiona l s ta te  measu re  (H B  959 )  tha t p roh ib i ts  comp an ies
fro m d o ing  b usiness  with  s ta te  if  they invest  o r  have  b usiness  o pera t io ns  in  C ub a  o r  Syr ia .   “W e welco me
G o v.  Sco tt’s  e ffec t ive  ackno wled gm ent  in  h is  s ign ing  s ta tem ent  tha t  the  leg is la t io n  is  unco ns ti tu t io na l ,  bu t
the  fa c t  re m ains  tha t he  s igne d  the  b i l l  anyw ay,  whic h wil l  o n ly co n tinue  the  unc er ta in ty and  co nfusio n
o ver  th is  fund am enta l  po in t  o f  law,”  sa id  N FT C  P resid en t  B il l  R e insch , c i t ing  20 0 0  Sup reme C o ur t ru ling
tha t fede ra l  law  p reempts  such s ta te  laws (see  W T T L ,  June  2 6 ,  20 0 0 ,  pa ge  4 ) .

IN D IA: C o ur t o f  A p p ea ls  fo r  Fed era l  C ircu it  in  E ssa r S tee l  L im ited  v .  U .S .  A pr il  27  uphe ld  C IT  ru ling  tha t
a ffirmed  IT A  de c is io n  tha t  ce r ta in  ho t -ro l led  ca rbo n  s tee l  f la t  p ro d uc ts  from  Ind ia  a re  be ing  dum p ed  and
subsid ized .   I t  reversed  C IT  dec is ion  tha t E ssa r  d id  no t  benefi t  from  subsid ie s  from  Chha tt isga rh  Industr ia l
P r o gra m .  S ep a ra te ly,  U S T R  in  M a y 4  F ed e ra l R e gis te r  aske d  fo r  co m m e nts  o n  Ind ia ’s  W T O  re q ue st  fo r
consu lta tions  to  p ro te st  CV D  orde r  on  Ind ian  s tee l p roduc ts  (see  W T T L ,  A p r il  16 ,  pa ge  4 ) .
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