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JANUARY
HIGHLIGHTS

Snow blankets Bradley County

Joanna Poole/Eagle Democrat

All was quiet Monday, January 15 in Hermitage, above and on Main Street in Warren after wintry precipitation
moved through the area.

MARCH
HIGHLIGHTS

NEW BEGINNINGS CASA OPENS NEW FACILITY

Joanna Poole/Eagle Democrat

New Beginnings CASA drug rehabilitation center held a ribbon-cutting ceremony in Warren on Monday, March
25 to celebrate the opening of their new facility. Refreshments were served and everyone there had a chance to
tour the new building. There will be 32 beds for women and 34 beds for men. While the facility will not be open to
the public, patients will be transported from the York Street location to the new building to ensure privacy. When
patients’s time there is done, they will be transported back to the York Street location.

Review

APRIL
HIGHLIGHTS

SOUTH ARKANSAS PET CREMATIONS OPENS FOR BUSINESS

Joanna Poole/Eagle Democrat

South Arkansas Pet Cremations held a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Thursday, April 4. “At South Arkansas Pet
Cremations, we strive to provide high-quality care for each pet and family we serve. We understand that pets are
more than just animals. They become part of the family and deserve a proper farewell. As pet lovers ourselves, we
recognize the need for a pet cremation service in our area. We understand that your beloved pet will not always
pass during normal business hours; we are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week for pet removals. Please
call ahead at 870-500-0419 if you plan to bring your pet to our location. We are here to serve all of South Arkan-
sas.”

CHAMBER WELCOMES GOOD NEWS ICE CREAM TO THE COMMUNITY

Joanna Poole/Eagle Democrat

The Bradley Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting for the Good News Ice Cream Shop to officially wel-
come them to the City of Warren. The Good News Ice Cream Shop is a locally owned and operated business with
a wide array of ice cream treats including cones made in-house and banana splits. They are located at 200 West
Cypress Street. They are open Tuesday-Thursday from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and on Saturday from 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

JUNE
HIGHLIGHTS

2024 Pink Tomato Festival deemed a success

By JoANNA PooLE
reporter@theeagledemocrat.com

The sky was clear, the sun was
shining, and the temperature was
hot! But that didn’t keep people
from getting out in the heat to
see the excitement that the 2024
Bradley County Pink Tomato Fes-
tival held. A few events were held
on Saturday, June 8 to kick the
festival off. Thursday, June 13 saw
the annual Gospel Music Jambo-
ree and this year was the forty-fifth
anniversary. Later that evening,
those that were interested compet-
ed in a Cornhole tournament.

The carnival was set up in its
usual place and the top of the Fer-
ris wheel could be seen over the
buildings. Lights from carnival
food trucks flashed on and off to
attract visitors.

The festival weekend kicked off
on Friday, June 14 with the tradi-

tional arts and crafts, t-shirt sales,
a quilt show, and local businesses
hosting their open house event.
The smells of corn dogs, blooming
onions, and tacos floating through
the air were the cue to visitors that
food vendors were open and ready
for business.

Saturday opened with the
parade which hosted pageant
winners, cheerleaders, horses,
firetrucks with blaring sirens, and
so much more. When the parade
was over, festival-goers made their
way to watch the tomato eating
contest and then on to many more
events throughout the day.

That evening visitors brought
out their lawn chairs to listen to
Ward Davis, and then Tyler Farr.
Ward Davis is originally from
Monticello, but in 2000, he moved
to Nashville to start his music ca-

See PTF Page 2
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Passin’ the Faith

By REV. JIM BALES
Pastor - First Assembly of God

Sponsored by Merchants & Planters Agency

Along

THE REALITY OF BEING LOST

You seldom hear a sermon
about hell anymore.

It has been said that when there
use to be hell in the pulpit there

was no hell in the streets and in
the homes. But where there is no
hell in the pulpit, one finds it now
in the streets and in the homes of

people.

The subject is avoided at most
meetings. We do not want to be
reminded of the place Jesus de-
scribed so starkly: “Where their
worn dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched” (Mark 9:44).

It is almost as if our avoidance
of the subject will somehow make
hell vanish. Perhaps God will
change His mind; maybe He will
decide that man’s sin and rejection
of Christ are not worthy of such
terrible punishment after all.

Our generation has been given

such a one-sided view of God that
it cannot comprehend the penalty
for sin. Men have heard of God’s
love, His mercy, His long suffering
and now He gives bounteous sup-
plies of just about everything - no
wonder they cry out, “How can
such a loving God send anyone to
hell?” Such a question dismisses
God’s holiness, justice and divine
order.

It is a blunt reality - harsh
though this truth may be - that
without God man is lost, both now
and forever. The word “lost” is a

sad one, isn’t it?

Especially when it refers to
man’s soul. For the human soul,
of all God’s vast creation, alone is
priceless! All of earth’s treasures
are not enough to purchase one
eternal soul.

The soul is eternal. It was cre-
ated in the image of God, himself.
When all the ancient hills and
rolling seas have found their sep-
ulcher, and the stars have been
snuffed out like candles in the
wind, the soul will still be young, It
will abide forever in heaven or hell.

It would be a terrible tragedy
if the recording angel at the close
of your life wrote LOST by your
name. Your legal eternal status
as an unforgiven sinner. Lost for
eternity.

Down deep in your heart you are
experiencing a tug that you know
does not come from me. Only the
Holy Spirit can convict a person of
sin and bring that on to the cross of
Jesus. That is exactly the situation
you are in right now, isn't it? Don’t
you think it is time that you faced
realities and came to the Savior?

JANUARY
HIGHLIGHTS

FIRE DESTROYS LOCAL BUSINESS

By JoAnNA PooLE
reporter@theeagledemocrat.com

The Warren Emergency Ser-
vices Center received a call
around 7:27 a.m. Sunday, Jan.
20, letting first responders
know that local business, C2

Commercial Bank and
First State Bank to join
together to benefit
customers

SPECIAL TO THE EAGLE

Commercial Bank & Trust
was proud to announce a stra-
tegic initiative to unify sister
bank, First State Bank of War-
ren, into the Commercial Bank
operation effective June 24,
2024. Given the proximity of
locations, unifying as one bank
under the Commercial Bank
charter helped aid customer
access and convenience. Cus-
tomers now have access to a to-
tal of eight banking offices and
nine ATMs in the southeast Ar-
kansas communities of Monti-
cello, Warren, Hermitage and
Hampton.

Floor and More was on fire.
Fire Departments from the city
of Warren and Bradley County
arrived along with the War-
ren Police Department, and
EASI ambulance service. After
talking with fire chief, Chuck
Moore, the Eagle has learned

APRIL
HIGHLIGHTS

Both Banks were purchased
by Bennie Ryburn, Sr. more
than 50-years ago, and have op-
erated as separate and distinct
banks since that time. Todd
Smith, president of Commer-
cial Bank and First State Bank
of Warren was asked about the
reason for the change.

“Joining the two banks to-
gether has removed back-office
redundancies and has allowed
us to offer greater convenience,
and better products and ser-
vices such as enhanced tech-
nology for customers,” Smith
said. “It has also allow our staff
to spend more time with cus-
tomers and less on administra-
tive duties that act as a barrier
to service. It’s a win-win for
the communities we serve be-
cause no staffing, philanthrop-
ic-giving, or community devel-

PTF

Continued from Page 1

reer. Tyler Farr is originally from
Missouri and has toured with Ja-
son Aldean, Florida Georgia Line,

Luke Combs, Brandley Gilbert,
and Lee Brice. Both performers
put on great shows and the crowd
was entertained.

This year’s festival was a success
and now the countdown for next
year begins.

JOB OPENING

The City of Warren is accepting
applications for a Full Time Dispatcher
and Full Time Police Officer.

We will be taking applications until the
position is filled.
Applications may be obtained at the
Police Department, 200 Alabama Street
Warren, AR 71671.

The City of Warren is an equal opportunity employer.
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that as of now, the fire depart-
ment does not have enough
information to determine what
caused the fire.

“Right now, we have no idea
because we don’t have every-
thing we need but it will be in-

vestigated,” Moore said.

opment has been reduced. We
have eliminated the structural
red tape of operating with two
names.”

The Bank converted its com-
puter systems in mid-June,
and opened June 24, 2024, as a
combined institution. Custom-
ers are now able to do business
at any of the Bank’s eight offic-
es and nine ATMs which was
effective June 24, 2024.

“Unifying our banks under
a common name and char-

ter allows us to leverage our
strengths as we continue to
invest in our employees, our
customers, and the communi-
ties we serve,” stated Bennie
Ryburn, III, Chairman and
CEO. “Operating as one bank
has been a game-changer for
customers since day one while
we have been focusing on the
things that set us apart, 1) lo-
cal bankers making local deci-
sions, 2) investing in our rela-
tionship-based model to satisfy
customer needs, and 3) active-
ly serving the Southeast Arkan-
sas communities we call home.
After all, we live here, and suc-
ceed when you succeed.”

Both First State Bank and
Commercial Bank customers
have continued using their ex-
isting deposit accounts, loans,
debit cards, and digital ser-
vices. First State Bank notified
customers in writing with up-
dates regarding the re-brand to
Commercial Bank.

First State Bank executive
Hugh Allen Quimby stated he
is excited that customers of
both banks now have double
the number of locations and
ATMs to use.

“Bennie Ryburn, Sr., was all
about customer convenience,”
Quimby added. “That’s why he
bought the banks in the first
place. He’d be pleased to know
local people still have a local
bank designed with them in
mind.”

The banks’ websites have
links at www.FirstStateWar-
ren.com/resources/Better-
Toegether and www.Com-
mercial-Bank.net/resources/
BetterTogether to answer FAQs
(Frequently Asked Questions).

Warren School District
Job Opening

The Warren School District is searching for a Bilingual
Paraprofessional to work closely with assigned students.
Qualifications for this position are as follows:
Associate Degree or 60 college credit hours, must pass the
Paraprofessional Praxis, and if hired, complete a background check
$38.25 and Child Maltreatment Check S11.00, Total Cost $49.25.

Dr. Robert W. Smalling

Optometric Physician

R'E T I R EfNISEINFI

After 44 years of practice in Warren, Dr. Robert W.
Smalling, Optometric Physician, is retiring.
We are seeing patients until January 16, 2025 and the
practice will be open until January 30, 2025.
Records or record transfers are available by:
o Calling: (870) 826-6731
o Texting: (870) 308-5982
e Mailing to: P.O. Box 420, Warren, AR 71671 (please
leave name and phone number)

CNA’S 3-11 shist

CNA’S 11-7 shist

We have competitive salary and benefits. For more
information call us at 870-367-0044.

VIEW

1052 OLD WARREN RD. * MONTICELLO, AR 71655
870-367-0044 * 870-367-5695

JOIN
Us!

JULY
HIGHLIGHTS

SEACBEC students
compete in national
SkillsUSA competition

By JoanNA PooLE
reporter@theeagledemocrat.com

A team of students from the
Southeast Arkansas Community
Based Education Center or SEAC-
BEC along with director Devin
McDiarmid and Criminal Justice
teacher Jessica Jones attended
the SkillsUSA national competi-
tion in Atlanta, Georgia on June
24-29, 2024. The team which
consisted of Jimmy Lister, Aryia
Williams, Griselda Herrera, and
Stephanie Garcia competed and
placed 12 out of 35.

SkillsUSA National Leadership
and Skills Conference is the larg-
est gathering of America’s future
skilled workforce. It brings to-
gether more than 16,000 attend-
ees, which include instructors,
industry partners, government of-
ficials, administrators, and more.
Competitors compete for gold,
silver, and bronze medals. Each
year, the event is held at the Geor-
gia World Congress Center in
Atlanta. Over 1.79 million square
feet of space is covered which is
the equivalent of 31 football fields.

The team members who par-
ticipated not only competed as
a team but also individually and
were not allowed to consult with
each other during the individu-
al part of the competition. Skills

HAPPY NEW YEAR

performance was broken down
into four main sections. The first
was the crime scene practicum,
which is a mock crime scene. The
second was paperwork which
consisted of crime scene sketch
photos and individual narrative.
The third was skill demonstration
where the team had to pick three
skills to demonstrate. One exam-
ple is evidence collection. The
fourth is evidence interpretation
where the team had to evaluate or
analyze evidence.

Competitors also must know
the meaning of words like con-
trol samples, crime scene photo-
graphs, blank samples, and chain
of custody to be successful while
competing. They must complete
tasks like lifting fingerprints, pho-
tographing a scene and evidence
from multiple angles, and mea-
suring the scene.

Competitors can earn scholar-
ships, tools of the trade, and even
job offers right off the competi-
tion floor. It is the number one
workforce development organiza-
tion for students.

For a team to be eligible to
compete at the national level, they
must first win at the state level.
The team from SEACBEC com-
peted in April 2024 and placed
second but was able to advance
after the first-place team was un-
able to attend the national com-
petition. To say that the students

See SEACBEC Page 3

Hope your new year
is healthy, happy
and vibrant!

VIEW

REHABILITATION AND CARE CENTER

“ATTENTION”

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING
A NURSE? COME TO SOUTHEAST
ARKANSAS COMMUNITY ACTION!!!

* Become a CNA, LPN, or RN with the assistance of Southeast
Arkansas Community Action Corporation.

* Incentive stipend given monthly.

* Scholarships available to those who qualify (must be income

eligible).

* There are a couple of ways to apply:
in person at SEACAC central office @ 1208 N. Myrtle St.,
Warren, Arkansas or go to www.seacac.org.

Southeast Arkansas Community Action Corporation has teamed
up with Delta Regional Authority and University of Arkansas at
Monticello to make it possible to become a Certified Nursing
Assistance (CNA), License Practical Nurse (LPN), or Registered
Nurse (RN). If you are interested, please contact Michelle
Meadows @ 870-308-0752, Natasha Remley @ 870-820-5125 or
LaQueisha Evans @ 870-820-5238.

1208 N Myrtle St.

Warren, AR 71671
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CLUES ACROSS

LR13

1. Americans’ “uncle”

4. Chair

8. Ancient kingdom

10. Egyptian city

11. Alaskan glacier

12. One from Somalia

13. Ancient alphabets

15. Relating to vocabulary

16. Small mongrels

17. Natural settings

18. Weekend entertainments

21. Line from which light
seemingly streams

22. Your own private code

23. Swiss river

CLUES DOWN

1. Counterbalancing debt
2. In slow tempo

3. Glamorous city

4. Japanese lute

5. Makes law

6. Informative book

7. Animal's body part

9. American playwright
10. Blood poisoning

12. Angels

14. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
15. Written account

17. Unwelcome pest

19. Saddle horses

24. Satisfaction

25. A person’s brother or sister

26. Folk singer DiFranco

27. The Blonde Bombshell

34. Kids' school project

35. Bluish greens

36. Classifying

37. Cube-shaped

38. Choo-choos

39. Indian religious god of
dissolution

40. French department

41. Leak into gradually

42. Foundation

43. Midway between south and
southeast

20. Type of gibbon

23. Delta is one

24. NE Massachusetts cape
25. Soup cracker

26. Yes vote

27. Muddy ground

28. Physics apparatus (abbr.)
29. Type of drug

30. German city

31. Animal disease

32. Martini ingredients

33. Get away

34. Spanish municipality
36. Thrust a knife into

Foob serVICE WORD
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BAR-BACK
BARTENDER
BISTRO
BOUNCER
COMP
COVER
DISH
DOUBLE
DROP
EARLY BIRD
FILLER
FLATTOP
FRONT OF HOUSE
HAPPY HOUR
LINE
ORDER
PARTY
POINT OF SALE
REGULAR
RESERVATION
RUN
RUSH
SEATING
TICKET

SEACBEC

SUDOKU

3
6]2 513
7 218
3 9
8 7161415
6
9 5 3
8
3 41

Here’s How It Works:

Level intermediate

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each nhumber can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Call Neil McConnell at(501) 374-1500 to place your ad here!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“JACKSONVILLE'S
ALL LIT UP”!

— See Holiday lights
and displays at the city
facilities on Municipal Dr.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

HELP WANTED

W‘HAPPY‘ i
% HOLIDAYS V¥
START AT

QUALITY

NOW HIRING

DUMP DRIVERS
NW and Central AR areas.
Quality Trucking is a dump truck

company with over 30 years experience.
We provide contract hauling for large
site work and highway projects that
require import, export, demolition or
on-site hauling. We need:

Independent
Owner/Operators

DUMP TRUCK/END DUMP
— Local Routes —
— Steady Work —

— Pay Every Week —

Company Drivers

CLASSA /B
DUMP TRUCK DRIVERS

NEW Equipment, local routes,
home every night.

Life and Health Insurance,
pay percentage of truck gross.

3 yrs driving exp., 1 violation,
no accidents.

WE PAY ON TIME!

Call us at:
479-233-3907

Week of December 30, 2024 S

BOND
CONSULTING
ENGINEERS,

in Jacksonville,
is looking for an

INSPECTOR/
RESIDENT
PROJECT
REPRESENTATIVE.

Experience with reading plans and
understanding project specifications
required. Ability to work with
contractors, clients and office staff
to ensure the highest quality project
completion. Pay commensurate w/
experience.

Responsibilities include boundary,
topographic and GIS surveys, as well
as construction layout. Benefits
include medical, dental, vision and life
insurance, paid vacation and personal
time.

Email resume to Ibrown@bondce.com

.
CODE ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER:

Inspects existing residential
and commercial buildings to
determine compliance with
city ordinance standards.
Performs field inspections
and enforces municipal code
provisions and land use laws
pertaining to public welfare,
safety, public nuisance,
property maintenance and
structure design. Explains
regulations relating to
municipal code provisions to
the public; performs related
work as assigned.

PRINT APPLICATION
PACKETS ONLINE AT
www.cityofjacksonville.net,
return applications with a
copy of your valid drivers
license via email to
hr@cityofjacksonville.net,
fax to 501-982-4670 or drop
it off at City Hall.

PETS AND SUPPLIES

GET RID OF NUISANCE
SQUIRRELS
OMCBA Registered Squirrel Dog
Champion Bloodline,

7 Months Old.

(Original Mtn. Cur Breeders Assoc.)

CALL: 501-658-8515
James Bakalekos
Jacksonville, AR

SERVICES

FREE high speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing  Assistance, WIC,
Veterans  Pension,  Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB
internet service. Bonus offer:
Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom
today! 1-888-860-0146

Applying for Social Security
Disability or Appealing a
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon
& Assoc. Our case managers
simplify the process & work
hard to help with your case.
Call 1-888-510-3017 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

Donating your vehicle?
Get more! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Plus a $200
restaurant voucher and a

2-night/3-day hotel stay at one
of 50 locations. Call Heritage for
the Blind to donate your vehicle
today - 1-866-587-0119

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-977-9614

Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC home
standby generator. $0 Money
Down + Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-877-319-0598

Continued from Page 2

were excited is an understate-
ment.

“The feeling of just going,” Her-
rera said. “I was so excited about
everything.”

“I was very excited when I
found out that we went from sec-
ond to first,” Garcia said.

To get ready for the compe-
tition in Atlanta, the students
had many after-school practices
where they processed mock crime
scenes, each one working on indi-
vidual skills.

Stephanie Garcia, who is inter-
ested in the photography side of
C.S.1. explained how photograph-
ic evidence is collected.

“You take photos of the evi-
dence, the body, and other stuff
that’s in the crime scene,” Garcia
said. “You take photos from dif-
ferent angles.”

Jessica Jones, who is the Crim-
inal Justice instructor was there

with the students in their af-
ter-school practices and she also
accompanied them to Atlanta.

“This is truly a student-led op-
eration,” Jones said.

Another thing that made it pos-
sible for the team to attend the
national competition was support
from the community. Businesses
like Union Bank, UAM in Cros-
sett who transported equipment
to Atlanta, the Warren School
District, Keith McKnight, SEAC-
BEC faculty and staff, the Bradley
County Sheriff’s Department, and
the Warren Police Department
all provided support in different
ways.

“In the past, the Warren Police
Department has donated a police
car for students to use as prac-
tice,” said McDiarmid.

Even though the team is short
one member due to graduation
this past May, they are looking
forward to the 2024/2025 school
year and another possible trip to
nationals where they plan to place
higher and do better.
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Fagle “Femsarar- Editorial

Jeff Wardlaw
Ark. State Representative

As we prepare for the upcoming session, we’d like to give you an
overview of the composition of the House for the 95th General As-
sembly.

We will have 12 members serving their first term, bringing fresh
perspectives and ideas to the table. On the other end of the spec-
trum, 26 of our members will have more than 10 years of experience
serving in the House, providing valuable institutional knowledge and
expertise.

We have 23 women and 77 men who will be serving in the House
next year. There will be 19 Democrats and 81 Republicans.

In terms of professions, we have a varied group of individuals in-
cluding 10 attorneys, 8 farmers, 8 educators, 5 health care profes-
sionals, 10 real estate professionals, and 4 individuals involved in
ministry.

Members will be sworn in on the first day of the session, January
13, where we will also formally elect the Speaker of the House for
the 95th General Assembly. The 94th General Assembly elected Rep.
Brian Evans of Cabot as the Speaker-designate.

On the second day of the session, we will meet jointly with the Sen-
ate in the House Chamber to hear an address from Governor Sand-
ers. This address traditionally provides recommendations on key is-
sues facing our state.

As we look ahead to the upcoming session, we are excited to work
together to address the needs and priorities of the people of Arkan-
sas. We will continue to update our constituents on developments at
the Capitol. You can watch all meetings at arkansashouse.org.

New year, new me?

By JoanNA PooLE
reporter@theeagledemocrat.com

2024 was a good year for me and my family. I feel blessed to be
able to say that because I know that not everyone can. At the be-
ginning of the year, I saw my forty-third birthday. In May, I grad-
uated with an English degree from UAM Magna Cum Laude and
on the same exact day, my second oldest son graduated from high
school. I even have a photo of both of us in our graduation gowns.
I'll forever hold that day close to my heart. My oldest son started
working as a deputy for the sheriff’s department in a neighboring
county and he loves his job.

But another day that I'll always hold close is the day I start-
ed working for The Eagle Democrat. The beginning of December
marked my one year anniversary. I know you’re probably asking,
“Joanna, why are you so excited about working for a little paper
in this little town?” Let me enlighten you with a quick history of
my life.

I'm originally from Bradley County. I lived right outside of
Warren in a small tan and white single-wide trailer behind the
VanDerZwalm family until I was seven. We attended Immanuel
Baptist Church on Sundays and Wednesdays. I went to school at
the old Eastside building. However, at the end of my first grade
year, we moved to New Orleans because my dad enrolled in the
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Between then and
2005 we bounced from town to town. I attended seven different
schools and homeschooled my last two years of high school be-
fore graduating. I met my husband in 2001, got married in 2002,
and we permanently planted ourselves in Hermitage in 2005. I've
been there ever since.

You're probably thinking, ‘That’s a lot of unneeded informa-
tion, Joanna.” I know. But the point I really wanted to make is
that even with all of the relocating, there were two constants in
my life. One-I always visited my grandmother in the summer and
two-I could always find a copy of The Eagle Democrat at my her
house. I don’t know if she had a subscription or picked one up
every week. But I remember looking at each page and reading its
contents. Never once did it cross my mind that I would one day be
a part of putting that paper together.

When I started my journey at UAM, working for a news publi-
cation wasn’t even on my bingo card. I wanted to teach college.
But God had other plans for me. In my last semester, I had an
internship at The Eagle and one of my assignments was a school
board meeting. I listened as the board went over number, sta-
tistics, and scores. When the meeting ended and I walked to my
car, it was one of those “light bulb” moments you never forget. I
knew that the world of education wasn’t for me. I wasn’t the only
one who knew. God knew it wasn’t for me before I did. He opened
every single door for my position at The Eagle.

When I really think about the details of my job, it makes my
heart happy. I have the privilege of connecting with a great little
town. I get to cover things big and small and bring them to light.
Yes, I see the things that aren’t so pleasant, but I also see the ways
that people from Bradley County come out and help each other
when needed. For example, the story about the Midnight Rydaz
and the amazing things that they’re doing for their community is
one that sticks out for me. The good that I see far outweighs the
bad and makes every day working worth it.

So to you, my dear lovely reader, thank you for being you.
Thank you for supporting The Eagle Democrat. Thank you for
sending in the photos, stories, and tips. You are a treasure and
you should never forget it.

(Come See Familiar Faces at

J & M Homes
in Pine Bluff

Manufactured Homes - New - Used - Repo

Financing Available
Refinance Current Loans at Lower Rates

Ask for
Sharon Davis
NMLS#362388

Ask for
Rose Davis
NMLS#296148

“Hometown folks with
Bradley County ties.”

Call 870-535-1524. Be sure to ASK for these ladies!
Both are licensed Mortgage Loan Originators and are NCRA Certified Credit Experts.

Senate
Week in

Review
from
Ben
Gilmore
Senator

The legislature’s list of ac-
complishments in 2024 was
highlighted by a $438 reduction
in income taxes for Arkansas
families and businesses.

Individual income taxes for
about 1.1 million Arkansas tax-
payers will go down because the
legislature lowered the top rate
from 4.4 percent to 3.9 percent.

The legislature also lowered
corporate income taxes by
changing the top rate from 4.8
percent to 4.3 percent, saving
about $66.2 million every fiscal
year. An estimated 77,800 corpo-
rations will benefit from the tax
reduction.

The tax cuts were passed in a
June special session.

In addition to lowering in-

come taxes, the legislature also
lowered property taxes. For
assessment years beginning
January 1, 2024, the home-
stead property tax credit will
go up from $425 to $500, sav-
ing homeowners $46 million a
year. The second full year it is in
effect it will save homeowners
about $47 million.

The legislature also met in fis-
cal session in 2024, approving
a budget for the current fiscal
year of $6.31 billion. That is an
increase of only 1.76 percent
over the previous year. Arkan-
sas legislators have always been
fiscally conservative, and the
2025 budget is one of the most
conservative in the state’s his-
tory.

During the fiscal session law-
makers passed laws to tighten
regulations of data centers and
the newly emerging crypto min-
ing industry. The laws protect
homeowners from excessive
noise near the data centers. An-
other goal is to ensure that their
energy consumption doesn’t

cause power failures.

In August more than 3,000
additional families applied for
Education Freedom Accounts,
bringing the total number of
families in the program to about
15,000 this school year. The ac-
counts were created in 2023 to
promote greater school choice
for families who choose to send
their children to private or pa-
rochial schools.

In its first year the program
funded 5,548 accounts, each
providing $6,672 for help with
tuition.

The same legislation that
created Education Freedom Ac-
counts also raised teacher sala-
ries. Arkansas teacher salaries
went up 3.2 percent last year,
to an average of $54,309. The
LEARNS Act set a minimum
salary of $50,000. It will dra-
matically affect teacher salary
figures in coming years.

The Legislature approved
rules to implement a provision
in the LEARNS Act that helps
families pay for literacy tutors

for children who have difficul-
ties learning to read. The fami-
lies of about 20,000 elementary
students are eligible for a $500
grant to pay tutors to help their
children move up to grade level.
The students are in kindergar-
ten through the third grade.

During the current school
year the state Education De-
partment began making grants
available to Arkansas school
districts to help implement cell
phone restrictions in the class-
room.

The grants can be used to pay
for mental health services, via
telehealth technology. It also
is being used for secure pouch-
es in which students lock away
their cell phones during the day.
Each pouch costs about $30.
Teachers and other school per-
sonnel will have special mag-
nets that unlock them.

When the legislature con-
venes in regular session in Jan-
uary, they likely will consider
further restrictions on students’
cell phone use.

When people think about
the job of a U.S. Senator, they
often picture what we see on
C-SPAN with hearings, votes
and eye-catching debates. But
that work in the Capitol is only
part of the job, because Mem-
bers of Congress need to know
what is happening at home and
how federal agencies are work-
ing for their constituents before
voting on legislation and policies
in Washington.

That process is best seen in the
calls and emails I get every day
from Arkansans who need help
with a federal agency. This year
alone, my office directly assisted
more than 2,700 Arkansans by
cutting through bureaucratic red
tape and addressing everything
from emergency passports to a
veteran who was owed 20 years
of backpay.

In addition to providing an
important constituent service,
assisting with these issues helps
me, too. When I know what prob-
lems people have with various
federal agencies, it informs bud-
get decisions and helps identify
programs in need of oversight
or reform. Receiving that input
from Arkansans is a critical part
of the job, and I am grateful for
the trust each person puts in me

* Acute Care

when they reach out to my office
in their hour of need.

Looking at the requests for
help I received in 2024, 68 per-
cent related to military and vet-
erans’ issues. Every day, my staff
and I helped connect former
service members with health
care options, discovered the
status of VA loans or obtained
overdue military records and
medals. Among our most sol-
emn and time-sensitive duties
is assisting families and funeral
homes when a veteran passes
away but the proper paperwork
for a burial is missing or incom-
plete. These cases usually come
to us 24 to 48 hours before a
scheduled service and my office
works swiftly to meet this need
as a comfort to grieving families
and a final act of respect for our
nation’s heroes.

As someone who grew up in
a military family, I take special
pride in helping these men and
women — and their loved ones —
access the benefits and services
they have earned. Yet they are
far from the only Arkansans who
require my staff to reach out to
federal agencies on their behalf.

It is notable what types of sup-
port were needed this year com-
pared to recent history.

For the last four years, the
casework load had been domi-
nated by programs and issues re-
lated to the COVID-19 pandemic
and the ripple effects of agency
closures and backlogs. I am hap-
py to report that the trends in my
office this year indicate the end
of those complications. In fact,
the problems reported and the
number of requests we received
in 2024 were similar to 2019
with a list dominated by veter-
ans’ issues, Social Security and
IRS questions.

As Arkansas’s former Third

District Congressman John Paul
Hammerschmidt so helpfully ex-
plained to me years ago, “When
the election is over there are no
Democrats or Republicans, just
the people of Arkansas — and it
is your job to take care of them.”
I'm grateful that Arkansans
reach out to share their views
and seek assistance from my
team and me each day. I look
forward to continuing this work
in 2025 as we search for ways
to make our federal government
work better for every American.

GOT SOMETHING
TO SAY? Let us know!

Send us your letters
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bookkeeper@TheEagleDemocrat.com

businesses, and the

of opinions on
local politics,
current events,

talk of the town!

BCMC Rural Health
Clinic

* Behavioral Health

* Chronic Care Management
 Immunizations and Vaccinations
* Physicals (DOT and sports)

* Preventative Care

* Referrals
* And more!

304 E. Central St., Warren, AR 71671
Tiffany Nago

APRN, PMHNP
APRN

il Haniis

APRN

Accepting New Patients 870-226-8636

Where Family Healtheare Matters
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HIRING

The Warren School District is seeking
qualified, experienced applicants for the
following positions for the 2024-205 school
year.

An appropriate Arkansas teaching license
is required. Positions open until filled.

Qualified, interested licensed applicants
should go to our website to apply, https://
warrensd.org/24021_1 OR go to warrensd.
org and click the employment tab.

Licensed:

+ WMS/WHS Choir Instructor 2025-
2026 School Year

» District Dyslexia Coordinator

+ High School History Teacher

Classified:

* SEACBEC Secretary

« High School Principal’s Secretary
» Food Service Worker

+ ELL Professional

» Physical Therapist

« Paraprofessional

 Bus Drivers (District)

If you have any questions you may con-
tact Tonia Brasher at the Warren School
District Superintendent Office by phone or
email.

Phone number - 870-226-6738

Email address - tonia.brasher@warrensd.
org

FREE CLASSIFIEDS: To individuals for all ads with items priced at $50 and under. All free ads must be for
a single item, and be of a noncommercial nature. Lost and Found ads and Give away ads will also qualify
as free ads. All other classified ads will be charged at the rates listed above. Free ads will run for two weeks.

PAID CLASSIFIEDS: Any ads of a commercial nature will be charged at the rates listed above. Classifieds
to individuals must be pre-paid — you may use a credit or debit card or stop by our office at 314 N. Main St.
For Rent, Hay for Sale, etc. are classified as BUSINESS ADS.

ADJUSTMENTS AND CREDITS: Check your ad for errors the first day. In the event an ad is accidentally omitted
from publication or contains printer’s error, the publisher’s liability for such omission or error shall not exceed the
charge made by the publisher for the ad which is omitted or which contains an error. Notice of the typographic or
other errors must be given before the second insertion. No refunds on items sold before the last run date of the
ad. No refunds are available with the $20 classified special.

DEADLINE TO PLACE CLASSIFIED ADS: Monday by Noon

CLASSIFIEDS

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

DOZER, TRACK HOE
& BACKHOE WORK
tank and (1 )150 gal pro- - Hauling Gravel, Top
Soil and Sand, Clearing,
Grubbings, Ponds, Pads,
Driveways, Yard Level-
ing, Drainage, Chicken
House Pads. Contact Tra-
cy Rawls, 870-226-7034
or 870-820-1013. TFN

I have (1) 250 gal propane

Subscribe to

WANTED

Still looking for old pon-

Edgle Fremocrat

and you'll feel right
at home in no time at all!

For subscription info call 870-226-5831

LEGALS

NOTICE
Southeast Bradley County Water District Public Water Authority of the State
of Arkansas will be having it’s annual meeting for the public on Thursday,
January 9, 2025; 6:00 pm in their board room located at 320 South Main
Street, Hermitage, AR. Everyone is welcomed to attend.

pane tank. Call for price.
870-952-0547 4pd 12/25
toon boat. Only needs to

float. Call 870-308-0168
2f 12/18

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

E&M
Tire & Lube
Open Mon. - Fri.

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

WARREN
ANIMAL CLINIC

1505 S. Main St., Warren, AR
870-226-6447

Dr. Tabitha Norris

AGB Foundation
Repair, LLC

Call us for your house
leveling needs. We do pilings,
wood/slab raising, sills, joist

replaced, rotten floors

replaced, etc.

101 N. Main, Warren 1/1,1/8
870-226-3751
Mon. - Thur. 8:30a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Your Full Service Drug Store Delivery
Available

Sandine’s
Body & Glass

Shop

Full Service 0Oil Change, Lube, Tires,
Rotation, Wheel Balance,
Flat Repair
% BEST TIRE DEAL IN TOWN!
Nick Mann, Owner
214 N. Martin, Warren
870-226-9005

(8701 740-8281
(870) 820-0207

NEW INVENTORY

AVAILABLE NOW!

J&M HOMES - PINE BLUFF
CALL 870-535-1524

905 Unity Rd. - Crossett - 870-364-4424

*Body Work
* Windshield Replacement
& Repair

Parts and supplies for
the timber industry.

SuperValu
Food Store

503 S. Martin, Warren

870-226-2281
Wolfe

Heating & Air, LLC

201 N. Martin
Warren, Arkansas
870-226-2035

818 W Pine Street Prices Lowered

(870) 226-6280 on Repo Homes

J&M Homes - Pine Bluff
Call 870-9359-1524

504 N. Main, Warren, AR
870-226-6400

Your Low Price Leader
Open 7 Days a Week — 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Barton &

Roper, PLLC

Attorneys at Law

305 North Myrtle St.
Warren, Ark. 71671
870-466-4214
5 1 Whit Barton
4’ === Ricky Roper
A Ben Barton

ROOFING

Commercial & Residential

For All Your
Roofing Needs

Larry Reppond
226-6115

R.D. BUILDERS

*Remodeling *New Construction
*Roof Work eConcrete Work
*Metal Roofing

FREE ESTIMATES

General Contractor ¢ Licensed & Bonded

810-820-3995

Warren Motor
Supply
309-B Smith Rd.
Warren, AR 71671
870-226-5833
Bumper to Bumper
Auto Parts Specialists

For all your auto needs!

* New Construction
* Equipment Replacement
* Service & Repair on any brand
Committed to giving you the
best service and pricing!

John Wolfe
(870) 820-1339

HVACR #1016270

Mike Nichols

AUCTIONS

Furn,, glassware, tools & lots more. We take con-
signments anyitime. We also do Estate Auctions. For
dates & details, visit our website. Now Buying Gold
& Silver coins & jewelry, antiques & collectables,
etc. 10-2 Tues.-Fri. inside Mike Nichols Auctions,
303 E. Elm St. Also selling new & used furn, an-
tiques & collectables. 501-590-9755.
www.mikenicholsauctions.com

501-590-6771 or 501-590-9755  AALB#2172

HEATING & AIR

FREE ESTIMATES SERVICE

FINANCING f‘%; & INSTALL
MIKE BURNS = g EN ESPANOL
870-820-0722 E=S22  870-820-6150
LIN#2500060 BONDED

Johnsville Country
Store and Restaurant

Johnsville, Arkansas

Serving Breakfast, Lunch
& Dinner

870-463-2714

Dine-In or Carry-Out
Full Menu Items

Mon. - Thurs.: 5a.m. -7 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 5a.m. -8 p.m.

Lumber & Hardware

216 W. Central
Warren, AR
870-226-3999
Lumber, Plumbing,
Electrical, Tools,
Appliances & More!

ADAMS
PLUMEBING

Pete Adams, Owner
For All Your Plumbing Needs

Call
226-6977 (Work)
or

Kevin at 820-3121

TRUCKS HEATING
& AIR
Owner: Matt Trucks

Service & parts for
all brands.

870-820-1525
matthew.trucks@yahoo.com
Honest Hometown Sevice
25 Years Experience

Warren, AR Lic#2111011

www.theeagledemocrat.com

Information
at your fingertips

24 hours
a day,
7 days a
week

Fast and
Convenient!

BURNS SERVICE CO.

Your kids count on you to be there for them, day in and day out, little
problems and big ones too. Wouldn't it be comforting to know a Shelter
Life Policy is there for them too? Ask me how life insurance can be a
valuable resource for your kids or grandkids!

Greg Harton

102 North Martin

Warren, AR 71671
870-226-2664
Gharton@shelterinsurance.com
Producer #100107102
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AHF Products’ hard-
wood flooring plant in
Warren closes

By JoanNA PooLE
reporter@theeagledemocrat.com

South Arkansas received news
in August of 2024 that AHF would
be closing its facility in Warren,
Arkansas with a closure date of
September 27, 2024, immediately
affecting the local and state econ-
omy. Using economic software,
an analysis of the immediate eco-
nomic effects of the closure was
calculated by the Arkansas Center
for Forest Business.

The loss of 130 jobs at AHF

Bradley County Cham-
ber banquet deemed a
success

SPECIAL TO THE EAGLE

The Bradley County Cham-
ber of Commerce Banquet that
was held on Tuesday, September

produced a total loss 275 jobs
across the region resulting in the
loss of $16 million in labor in-
come. County tax revenues de-
cline by $350,000 and state tax
revenue were expected to decline
by $1.6 million. Arkansas’ gross
domestic product (GDP) was ex-
pected to decline by $36 million.

Though the initial impacts of
the loss was difficult, it was not
permanent as AHF workers find
other jobs, the economy was ex-
pected to recover.

Closure of the mill not only af-
fected residents of Bradley County
but had a ripple effect across the
region and state. Hardwood saw-
mills in South Arkansas soon felt

24 wasahugesuccess! Overahun-
dred people were in attendance
at sold out tables. Live music was
provided by Shaw Revolver and
a meal and hors d'oeuvres were
served by Warren High School
student volunteers. Awards were
presented to Terrie White for her

AUGUST

HIGHLIGHTS

the effect of the closure as they
worked to find new outlets for
their products.

There were several possible rea-
sons for this closure. As the econo-
my begins to slow down due to ris-
ing interest rates, housing starts
have begun to decline. In the cur-
rent economic environment, con-
sumers are more sensitive to pric-
ing when buying new homes or
remodeling and often opt for less
expensive flooring to save money.

AHF stated in a press release
that the company recently ac-
quired two sawmills in West
Virginia and invested over $25
million in the Beverly and West
Plains, Missouri plants to increase

their capacities and capabili-
ties. Unfortunately, the Warren
facility was not chosen for im-
provements. With this capacity
increase within the company, the
Warren facility was selected for
closure.

“While we are indefinitely idling
the plant, our plan is to retain
ownership of the facility, which
will allow us to restart it; however,
we do not foresee this happening
soon,” said AHF Products Pres-
ident and CEO Brian Carson in
their press release about the clo-
sure. “It was a difficult decision
because closing a plant impacts
people and their local towns. We
are extremely grateful for the ded-

OCTOBER
HIGHLIGHTS

service to the Chamber (she has
now retired), and Volunteer of
the Year 2024 went to Kenneth
Saunders. A special thanks was
given by Chair of the Board Dana
Harvey for volunteers who made
the Banquet possible: Nancy Ar-
nold, Estephany Roman, Brooke

Photo courtesy of James Wells

On the left, Terri White holds the award she received for her service to the Bradley County Chamber of Com-
merce, and Kenneth Saunders on the right, displays his award for Volunteer of the Year for 2024.

Hatch, Jane Harris, Missy Ward-
law, and James Wells. The win-
ner of the Raffle for a 40-bag
pallet of deer corn was Shari Da-
vis, and the silent auction proved
successful. All funds raised from
this and other Chamber fundrais-
ing events are used to promote
Chamber members and Bradley
County community development
efforts.

We wish to thank our sponsors
who purchased a table: Com-
mercial Bank & Trust, Warren
Bank & Trust, Union Bank &
Trust, Bradley County Medical
Center, Timber Logistics, Main-
line Health, Mayor Gregg Reep,
South Arkansas Pet Cremations,
Heritage Poultry, Milton Insur-
ance, Chapel Woods, Belle View
Estates, and Arkansas Superior
Federal Credit Union.

We also want to thank those
that contributed items for our si-
lent auction: Warren Motor Sup-
ply, Charley Rauls, South Arkan-
sas Pet Cremations, The Mane
Event, Maribeth Frazer, Flo Bac
Energy Service, Papaw’s Wood
Shop, Jewelry Box, Fran VanDer-
Zwalm, Mitchell Lumber & Hard-
ware, Jane Harris, Nancy Arnold,
Sweet Moments, Dana Harvey

We wish to further thank all
that attended and/or contribut-

BRADLEY COUNTY CHAMBER HOLDS RIBBON CUTTING FOR L.T.M.

Joanna Poole/Eagle Democrat

The Bradley County Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting for its new Interactive Teller Machine (ITM) on Thursday, October 24. ITMs are a com-

bination of video technology and touch screens that allow customers to interact with a live teller virtually. “We proud to open this new facility,” said Dave
Dickson, president of Union Bank & Trust Co. “With this machine, we can expand our hours from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday-Friday and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturdays.” Dixon also explained that the machines are capable of doing almost everything that a teller can do. “We appreciate the community support,”
said Patricia Wilkinson, Vice President and branch manager at Union Bank in Warren.

CHAMBER OF COMMERGE CELEBRATES GRAND OPENING OF C&R WINDOW TINTING AND DETAILING

Joanna Poole/Eagle Democrat

The Bradley County Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting on Thursday, October 24 to celebrate the grand opening of C&R Window Tinting and
Detailing. C&R Window Tinting and Auto Detailing is located at 1204 S. Myrtle Street in Warren. Owners Ronnie and Calvin Miller offer various services to
ensure that your vehicle looks and smells nice. To ask questions or make appointments you can call 870-820-6516 or 870-820-4059.

Weyerhaeuser Com-
pany announces plan
to build new facility in
south Arkansas

SPECIAL TO THE EAGLE
Weyerhaeuser Company, one
of the world’s largest private
owners of timberlands, has an-
nounced an estimated $500 mil-
lion investment to build a new,
state-of-the-art TimberStrand®
facility near Monticello and War-
ren. This investment is expected
to create 200 high-quality jobs

NOVEMBER
HIGHLIGHTS

in the south Arkansas region.
“This $500 million investment
and 200 new jobs are pivotal for
towns like Monticello and War-
ren,” said Governor Sanders. “I
was at the University of Arkan-
sas at Monticello last month to
break ground on a new Forest
Research Center my administra-
tion helped fund by directing $16
million to the school. Between
Weyerhaeuser’s announcement
and UAM’s expansion, we're
growing that portion of the state
and investing in Arkansas’ for-

estry industry for generations to
come.”

The new facility will expand
Weyerhaeuser’s engineered
wood products capacity, adding
approximately 10 million cubic
feet of annual production capac-
ity. Using southern yellow pine
as the primary feedstock, Weyer-
haeuser will manufacture Tim-
berStrand®, a laminated strand
lumber, at the Arkansas facility
and will use a biomass-fueled co-
generation system to fully supply
the plant’s electrical needs.

“This is an exciting opportu-
nity to grow our EWP business,
expand TimberStrand® into the
U.S. South and provide an addi-
tional outlet for our fiber logs in
Arkansas,” said Devin W. Stock-
fish, president and chief execu-
tive officer, in the company’s re-
lease. “Of the wood products we
produce, EWP has the strongest
tie to single-family housing con-
struction activity, and this new
facility aligns with our conviction
that U.S. housing demand will

See FACILITY Page 8

ication and service of all the em-
ployees over the years since the
plant has been in operation.”

The idling was treated as a plant
closing and notices were provided
as required by the Worker Adjust-
ment and Retraining Notification
Act.

The 130 employees working
at the Warren plant had employ-
ment for the following 60 days.
During that time, AHF provided
career counseling and worked
with several local companies to
help the displaced workers find
other employment.

“Although difficult, we believe
this strategic move is necessary to
best service our customers,” said

ed to this event, and hope we can
make next year's Banquet even

Carson.

Statewide, flooring and mill-
work employs 903 people and
pays an average annual compen-
sation of $56,582. Hardwood
flooring mills are able to produce
high-quality products from trees
with numerous defects, provid-
ing landowners with income from
trees that would bring lower pric-
es from other types of mills. Its
products are sold under the Cross-
ville, Armstrong Flooring, Bruce,
Hartco, LM Flooring, Robbins,
HomerWood, Heartwood, and
Capella brands, among others.

more successful!

CNA
11PM-7AM

LPN/RN

Full time / Part time

1440 E. Church St., Warren
870-226-6766

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
SUMPTER RURAL FIRE DEPARTMENT

President
Secretary
Fire Chief

January 6, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.
Saline Baptist Church
807 HWY 8 S Hermitage, AR 71647

Election of Officers
Vice-President

Assistant Fire Chief
Board Members

Treasurer
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POKIE CRIOP BRADLEY COUNTY

PAuto]Sales) Wﬂmmm MEDICAL CENTER

7029522037 404 S. Bradley St.

870-226-3731
JAppliances [SmalllEngineIRepairy Warren, AR

HAMMONS

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
101 EAST ELM STREET

1440 E. Church Street
WARREN, AR 71671 Warren, AR 71671
PHONE (870) 226-3505 cwadmin@reliancehealthcare.com
405 N. Main

201 N. Martin, Warren
870-226-2035

Warren

—
—
—

“PEDROZA

Construction LLC

870-820-0169 870-466-8991
Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured

Owner: David Mitchell

Church Directory  [sEARK ™5

PY 218 Browning Dr
ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHRISTIAN Eleictr.l cal oo
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD IGLESIA CRISTIANA S o u tl o n s
1219 N. Myrtle St., 870-226-3492 PACTO DE GRC
196 Hwy. 8 N., 870-226-2146
BAPTIST 90 Hwy 7 4
ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
Gravel Ridge WALNUT STREET CHURCH
274 Bradley 5, Hermitage OF CHRIST 870-226-3534
870-226-1600 870-463-2255 Banks Missionary Baptist 102 South Walnut St. 870-818-6868 313 S. Martin. Warren, AR
206 Grand Ave. WEST CENTRAL CHURCH
Banks, AR 870-608-9106 OF CHRIST
CALVARY BAPTIST 1101 W. Central St., 870-226-6605
605 Sturgis St., 870-226-5422
CENTRAL MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH OF GOD
406 E. Seminary St., 870-226-5197 o - 4707257505
R 4 l\] wner. Jesus [1Si - -
CROSSROADS MISSIONARY BAPTIST HOLY DELIVE CE CHURCH OF| 50 siger Smith Cell: (870) 725 - 4506
1337 Hwy 278 W. Warren GOD IN CHRIST
318-366-2779 1109 S. Myrtle St., 870-226-2544 Farm Bureau Insurance
DICKINSON BAPTIST HOLY HILL CHURCH OF Bradley County
Hermitage, 870-798-2290 GOD IN CHRIST
The Eagle Democrat has moved! 747 Bradley 1 N., Hermitage 870-465-2289 107 E Central St
. EAGLE LAKE vy AR 71671
Visit us at our new address: CROSSROADS BAPTIST arren,
101 S. Martin St., Warren, AR . JEHOVAH,S WITNESSES Tabitha.Robi @afbi
870-226-5831 110 Bradley Rd. 91, Hermitage abitha.Robinson@afbic.com
870-463-8246 JEHQVAH ’S WITNESS
HEATING & AIR EBENEZER BAPTIST 300 E. Pine St., 870-226-2883
FREE ESTIMATES SERVICE & 11 Bradle Rd S., Pruning - Tree Removal - Stump Grinding
FINANCING INSTALL 3870-222-342; METHODIST Guaranteed & Insured
MIKE BURNS EN ESPANOL -820-7702 870-820-4716
(870) 820-0722 (870) 820-6150 FENTRESS BAPTIST FIRST METHODIST CHURCH e
1722 W. Pine St., 662-285-6 OF WARREN
LIC# 2500060 BONDDED 7 ) 5-0757 W. Church St.. 8 6-26 e
BURNS SERVICE CO FIRST FREE WILL BAPTIST 111 W. Churceh St., 870-226-2041 To ot Sl
. 1007 E. Church St., 870-226-6380 HAMPTON CHAPEL AME
GRACE COWBOY 1678 Bradley Rd. 56, Hermitage
State 316 Smith Rd., 870-820-5361 870-463-2473 GRACE CowBOY CHURCH
Senator HAMPTON PRIMITIVE BAPTIST HERMITAGE METHODIST
1761 Bradley Rd. 1 N., Banks 103 E. Grand Ave., Hermitage
_Ben 870-463-8256 870-463-2236
Gilmore HERMITAGE BAPTIST PALESTINE AME . 316 SMITH Rp.
] 460 Bradley Rd. 56, Hermitage WARREN, AR 870-820-5361
405 E. Grand, Hermitage 870-463-8667 870-462-
870-446-5035 70745372710
- - - IMMANUEL BAPTIST ST. JAMES AFRICAN METHODIST
NGI'ICY S Bouflque & Florist 701 W. Pine St., 870-226-5454 915 Saint James St., 870-226-2905
LANDMARK BAPTIST TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH
Heaf:::: Jx:;i$n87i725;8:g;1767 265 Bradley Road 5 N., 1107 S. Main 870-820-2905 If you need to run an ad or list a
damail ; church, contact us at:
heu¥hemfnancys@gma|l.com Hermitage 870-463-8220 4
www.nancysboutiqueandflorist.com MACEDONIA BAPTIST PENTECOSTAL 101 S. Martin St., Warren, AR
114 E Cypress, Warren, AR 701 US Hwy 63 FIRST UNITED 87-226-5831
MT. CARMEL BAPTIST PENTECOSTAL HALL - hesnforeoP
510 N. Walnut St., 870-226-6128 804 E. Church St., 870-226-3610 EYECARE
Main St., Hermitage, Dr. W. Brent Hall, 0.D.
101 N. Main St 870-463-8916 CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN 105 East Ash Street
Warren, AR SALINE BAPTIST CHURCH (@70) 2265214
d 807 Hwy. 8 S., Hermitage 143 Bradley Rd. 56, Johnsville
: - - FIRST PRESBYTERIAN i H
Johnsville Country 870-463-8706 ol First Methodist Church
SOUTHSIDE BATPIST . - 67 774 Church Office 870-226-2641
Store & Restaurant HICKORY SPRING ASSOCIATE Sun. School - 9:30
104 Shelby St., 870-226-2338 REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Worship Service - 10:30
3508 Hwy 160 - Johnsville, AR UNION HILL CHURCH 1815 HWY 63 S. Warren Wed. Night Meal & Devotional - 5:30

Rotary - Tue. - Noon

OTHER AA Meetings - Mon. Evening - 7 p.m.

and Wed. - Noon

121 Bradley Rd. 123, Hermitage

870-463-2714 UNION HILL BAPTIST CHURCH

Ingalls, Ark. CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
UNION HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH VIEW
BAPTIST CHURCH 407 West Pine. Warren
REHABILITATION AND CARE CENTER
919 West Central. Warren HOUSE OF PRAYER, INC.
WARREN FIRST BAPTIST 815 W. Central, Warren 870-367-0044
283 Wilson Mill Road . 870-226-7314
Monticello, Arkansas 71655 310 S. Main St., 870-226-5884 jtrucks@southernadmin.com 1052 Old Warren Rd.
(870) 723-4908 WEARY REST BAPTIST LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH www.belleviewestates.com Monticello, AR 71655
683 Bradley Road 80, Banks 113 Bradley 7 Rd. South

LIVING WATERS CHURCH

870-463-8532 206 Maine St. Hermitage

WESTSIDE BAPTIST
1298 S. Martin St.. 870-226-2670 St. Luke’s Catholic Church
. Martin St. -226-
The Eagle Democrat has moved! 3 » &7 507 POWERHOUSE COGIC
Visit us at our new address: 4 ILIjOUGHB YF.W.B 815 W. Central, Warren
101 S. Martin St., Warren, AR 147 W. Pine St., 870-226-5410

870-226-7314

870-226-5831 If you need a church listed call 870-226-5831
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Obituaries

Gerald Greenwood

Gerald “Jake” Dwain Green-
wood, age 85, passed away on
Sunday, December 22, 2024
at Heartland Nursing Home in
Nashville, Tenn. He was born on
November 26, 1939 “in a little
shack on the Castleberry place”
in Warren to
the late Her-
man  Abram
Greenwood
and  Ruthie
Mae Jones
Greenwood.
After serving
his  country
in the Unit-
ed States Air Force, he worked
many years for General Electric
as a service technician. Upon
retiring, he owned his own busi-
ness as an appliance repairman
and was known by all who hired
him for being hardworking and

GREENWOOD

honest. He was a follower of
Jesus Christ and endeavored to
live all his days pointing people
to Jesus, leaving behind a legacy
of faith and love.

He is survived by his wife of 59
years, Ida Adams Greenwood of
Nashville, Tenn.; a brother, Lou-
is Greenwood (Brenda) of Cam-
eron, Okla.; and a sister, Judy
Moore (Roger) of Newhope.
Additionally, he is survived by
his children, Deanna Hollifield
(Michael) of Thompson’s Sta-
tion, Tenn.; Steve Greenwood
(Katie) of Nashville, Tenn.;
and Deborah Kilgore (Wade) of
Nashville, Tenn.; as well as his
grandchildren, Audrey Holli-
field and Abby Catapano (Joe) of
Nashville, Tenn.; Nick Hollifield
of Thompson’s Station, Tenn.;
and Ally Greenwood and Andie
Greenwood of Columbia, Mo..
He is also survived by an honor-
ary daughter, Tarah Taylor (An-

thony) Ponder of Ward, nieces,
nephews, and many friends who
all loved him.

In addition to his parents, he
is preceded in death by a broth-
er, Mitchell Greenwood, and a
sister, Betty Radcliff.

The funeral was Friday, De-
cember 27, 2024 at Pleasant
Valley Free Will Baptist Church
in Warren. Burial was at Pleas-
ant Valley Cemetery All arrange-
ments were handled by Frazer’s
Funeral Home in Warren.

(Paid obituary)

Patricia Baker

Patricia Baker, 89 of Rowlett,
Texas died December 15. Born
January 14, 1935 to the late Os-
car and Elizabeth Parrot Sparks.

Survivors: sons, Gerald Wayne
Baker and James W. Baker;
numerous grandchildren and
great-grandchildren and one
great-greatgrandchild.

Graveside was held December
21, at Moseley Cemetery by Fraz-
er’s Funeral Home.

Janet Doggett
Janet (Kathy) Doggett, age

70 died December 21, 2024.
Born August 12, 1954 to the late
Billy Smith and Helen Campbell.

Survived by mother Helen
Campbell, daughter Christy
Doggett Madray (Micheal) and
son Jason Doggett (Heather).

Memorial service 3:30 p.m.
January 11, 2025 at Frazer’s Fu-
neral Home.

Amanda England

Amanda Michelle England, 47
passed away December 17, 2024.
She was born October 17, 1977 to
James and Melba Johnston.

She is survived by her parents;
husband, Chris England; daugh-
ter, Aislin England, and a host
of other family members and
friends.

Graveside was at Gravelridge
Cemetery December 21.

Jerrell Johnson

Jerrell Mack Johnson, age
93, of the Calmer Community
died December 21, born March
7, 1931 to William “Shelley” and
Oleta “Ruth” Thompson John-
son.

Survivors: children, Annette,

Dianne, Phyllis, Larry, Bruce.
Funeral was December 28, at
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church. Burial in Rowell Ceme-
tery by Frazer’s Funeral Home.

Mildred Leggett

Mildred Leggett, 87, died De-
cember 21, born July 5, 1937 to
the late Ernest and Nola Laster.

Survivors: daughters, Jana
Adcock (Lee) and Lola West
(Sammy). Brothers, Willie Last-
er (Charlotte) and Grady Laster
(Glenda). Five grandchildren
and 11 great-grandchildren.

Graveside was December 22
at Andrew’s Chapel Cemetery by
Frazer’s.

OBITUARY POLICY

The Eagle Democrat publishes
obituaries edited to The Eagle’s format,
up to 50 words, free of charge. All
words over the 50 word limit will be
charged at a rate of 34 cents per word.
Obituaries that are requested to be
published “exactly as the furnished
copy” will be charged 30 cents per
word for the entire obituary. No form
of “thank you” will be published within
the obituary. No exceptions. The cost
to publish a picture with the obituary
is $10. The deadline to submit an
obituary is noon on Monday.

FACILITY

Continued from Page 6

remain favorable over the long
term. In addition, this plant will
allow Weyerhaeuser to better
serve other customers and end
markets in the region, includ-
ing mass timber applications,
and it supports our broader sus-
tainability ambitions. I'd like to
thank the state of Arkansas and
local officials for working with
Weyerhaeuser to site this facili-
ty. We look forward to building
on our long history in the state
and providing new employment
opportunities in the Monticello
community.”

This is Weyerhaeuser’s third
manufacturing facility in Arkan-
sas, in addition to a lumber mill
in Dierks and a plywood and ve-
neer plant in Emerson, as well as
a seedling nursery and multiple
offices. Weyerhaeuser currently
employs more than 700 individ-
uals across Arkansas.

“Weyerhaeuser’s $500 mil-
lion investment is an incred-
ible milestone in Arkansas’s
rural economic development
momentum,” said Clint O’Ne-

al, executive director of the Ar-
kansas Economic Development
Commission. “This project will
be transformational for South-
east Arkansas, strengthening
our state’s timber industry and
creating 200 new jobs. We are
grateful for Weyerhaeuser’s
commitment to Arkansas, and
we congratulate the local lead-
ership for their hard work in
securing this major economic
development project.”

Weyerhaeuser plans to source
more of its fiber log require-
ments from company-owned
timberlands in the south Arkan-
sas region. The company owns
approximately 1.2 million acres
of timberlands in the area.

Construction on the facility is
expected to begin in 2025 with
operations planned to start in
late 2027.

“The City of Monticello is
proud of its contributions to
this project and the work of all
the City, County and State enti-
ties that came together to make
this happen for our people,” said
Monticello Mayor Jason Akers.
“This is what happens when peo-
ple work together for the greater
good.”

ONGOING
AA Meetings

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

“On behalf of the City of War-
ren I express our pleasure and
excitement relating to the an-
nouncement of a major new
manufacturing facility to be lo-
cated in our Regional Intermod-
al complex,” said Warren Mayor
Gregg Reep. “A lot of work has
gone into bringing this project to
fruition. It will mean jobs and
economic growth to both cities
and counties along with the en-
tire Southeast Arkansas region.
The taxpayers of Warren, Monti-
cello, Bradley and Drew counties
are to be thanked for helping to
make this happen. We look for-
ward to a bright future with new
job opportunities.”

“Having had the honor of serv-

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call 877-319-0598 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
e —— ]

*Terms and Conditions apply.

ing Bradley and Drew Counties
for 15 years as State Representa-
tive, this announcement of $500
million in a new manufactur-
ing facility creating jobs for our
people is most rewarding,” said
Arkansas State Representative
Jeff Wardlaw. “It is a great plea-
sure to witness how our regional
efforts have worked to secure a
sound future for generations to
come.”

“T would like to thank all the
people involved with this project
who have been dedicated from
start to finish in seeing this great
opportunity for Drew County,”
said Drew County Judge Jessie
Griffin. “The new jobs that will
be created will help to grow and

strengthen our County, City and
Southeast Arkansas. We look
forward to welcoming new fam-
ilies to our area.”

“It has been a pleasure work-
ing alongside the Southeast Ar-
kansas Regional Intermodal Au-
thority, comprised of Bradley &
Drew Counties and the cities of
Monticello & Warren, and the
Arkansas Economic Develop-
ment Commission to locate this
project for the company,” said
Nita McDaniel, Executive Direc-
tor of the Monticello Economic
Development Commission, Inc.
“This announcement gives evi-
dence that our regional efforts
have been well placed. I value
greatly the confidence which

Weyerhaeuser has placed in our
communities and in our people
through this investment and job
creation.” Nita McDaniel, execu-
tive director,

“We welcome this new facili-
ty to southeast Arkansas,” said
John Lipton, President of the
Southeast Arkansas Regional In-
termodal Authority. “This shows
what the working relationship
between Bradley and Drew
Counties and the cities of Mon-
ticello and Warren can achieve
through the Southeast Arkansas
Regional Intermodal Authority.
We look forward to the new jobs
and the utilization of our natural
resources being created.”

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (877) 313-1596 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

B Support Veteran Nonprofits.

While we appreciate every donation, in some cas
the prohibitive

M Free Pickup & Towing.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-313-1596

we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles due to

ne cases,
costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a callat (877) 3131596

B Top Tax Deduction.

PONDERS AUCTIONS PROUDLY PRESENTS

{OUR FIRST ONLINE ONLY AUCTION}

REGISTER AND BID NOW AT
{PONDERSAUCTIONS.HIBID.COM}

SURVEYORS

BOND CONSULTING ENGINEERS, in Jacksonville, is looking for a

REGISTERED LAND SURVEYOR Experience with EDM/GPS/DATA COLLECTOR
preferred and crew management required. Pay commensurate with experience.
Responsibilities include boundary, topographic and GIS surveys, as well as
construction layout. Benefits include: Medical, dental, vision and life insurance,
paid vacation and personal time.

Email resumé to: Ibrown@bhondce.com

ARKANSAS

press

ASSOCIATION

Warren has AA meetings every Monday at 7 p.m. and every
Wednesday at 12 p.m. All meetings are held at First Methodist
Church of Warren, located at 111 W. Church St. All meetings
are open.

Auction will start soft closing one item at a time Jan. 5th at 1pm
Featuring Fine Quality French Furniture and Home Decor
You must Preregister in order to Bid
Please Read all Terms of Sale Before Bidding

Call JE Ponder @ 1-870-672-1731 for any Assistance or Info You might need on Bidding

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE JE Ponder Auctioneer - AALB #787 - www.pondersauctions.com

when tackling your roof!

LIMITED S

TIME O%
OFFER! 5 S
INSTALLATION

SAVE!

Before

We're Looking for 30 Homeowners

to Participate in our Rake in the Fall Savings Event!

Get your message to Arkansans
across the Natural State!

FREE ESTIMATE
1.866.861.2447

75% OFF

INSTALLATION

of a new Walk-In Shower!

N
ERIEHOME.

Expires 12/31/2024 MADE IN THE U.S.A

18 Months No Interest,

No Payment Financing! More than 750,000
q o CALL TODAY FOR A i
Leaf¢®Filter @ FREE INSPECTION! 5200 A sift Card readers statewide
PROTECTION mazon Gift Car
1 -855-977-961 4 with walk-in shower purchase! Small retail or classified ads

Statewide or Regionall
FREE $50 Restaurant. 9 )
com gift card with free in-
home estimate!

20%

Your Entire Purchase*

A

- 102%

Seniors + Military Senior & Military Discounts!

++ We offer financing
that fits your budget!*

News Release Distribution Service
to all Arkansas media outlets!
For more info contact Neil McConnell 501-517-4620 or neil@arkansaspress.org

1-800-560-1782

bathmakeoverar.com

Imagine the Difference You Can Make Thursday, Jan. 9, 2025 STARTS @ 9:33 Am
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible q
and the proceeds help provide services to Address: 2725 209th W Ave, Sand Sprlngs, 0K74063 For More Info & Pics:
help the blind and visually impaired. Directions: West of Sand Springs, OK at the Jct Hwy 412 & 209th W A H
FREE TOWIIIJG & TAX\QEL:,U:;-IBLE " rections (PiflegExiSI:akepzr(I)g%?\ N Nirth ‘f’z rtnile‘,prroperty on left. ve chuppsauctlon.com
e S
. ]
When you donate your car, you'll receive: 12 ACRES WITH 2 HOMES, INGRQUND POOL, anp 25 RV & BOAT STORAGE UNITS!
. Discover this incredible multi-use property offering two homes, an inground pool,
+ a$200 restaurant v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay and income potential with 25 RV and boat storage units. * OPEN HOUSES *
voucher at one of 50 locations MAIN HOME: A custom-built, full-brick house featuring 3 bedrooms, 3.Sbathrooms, Mo, Dec. 23rd &
and a 4-car garage. Builtin 1995 and meticulously maintained, this 2,3625q. ft. home  30th from 3 — 5 pm
- - - includes an inground gunite pool, resurfaced and retiled in 2024. Additional features . o
Ca " 1 866 587 0119 include ashed and fenced yard, perfect for outdoor enjoyment. Th_\s propegy offers versat\\\_ty‘,
SECOND HOME: Charming 2-bedroom, 2-bath residence with an attached arage, pmvka_cy and - income pote_rma‘,
Get A Vision Screening Annually ideal for extended family or rental income. making it Dan’ exgeptlona
RV & BOAT STORAGE UNITS: Generate addional revenue with 25 well-mantaineg ~ °PP0rUn: ot 1is Jout
storage units equipped with electricity, concrete floors, and an office space. chance to own this unique estate:
D:RECTV DIRECTV SPORTS TERMS: 10% down day of sale, non-refundable, close in 30 days. No buyer contingencies, 5% buyers premium
PACK IS INCLUDED GUNS & AMMO, SCOPES, MOWERS, STORAGE PODS, PORTABLE BUILDINGS,
SHOP TOOLS & EQUIPMENT, DEER FEEDER, SMOKER, DOG PENS, MEDICAL
FORTHE FIRST EQUIPMENT, HOUSEHOLD & PATIO FURNITURE, BRONZE STATUES & FRAMED
3 MONTHS ART, SAFE, COCA COLA COLLECTIBLES and SO MUCH MORE!
ATNO AUCTION STARTS @ 9:33 am « LIVE ONSITE & ONLINE BIDDING on Lots 2 — 119 START @
11:09 am! « ESTATE OF: FLOYD EUGENE WALLACE - OWNER: SHERAL WALLACE
EXTRA COST! Auctioneer’s Note: This will be a GREAT AUCTION! Don’t overlook the BRONZE STATUES & LIMITED EDITION
FRAMED ARTWORK by Ducks Unlimited and National Turkey Federation. You don’t want to miss this
Contact your local DIRECTV dealer! auction! Follow us on Facebook for updates or visit our website for pictures at www.chuppsauction.com
IVS Holdings
TERMS: Cash — Credit Cards — Check with Proper ID — OK Sales Tax Applies unless exemption is shown.
855'400.3297 NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS. ANY ANNOUNpCEMENTS DAY OF SALE STJ%ERSEDES PREVIOUpS ADVERTISING.
D RS CHUPPS AUCTION & REAL ESTATE
e hewrest ustomes w24 mo.sgn. e (HOCE™ g Stan Chupp Dale Chupp, Realtor, Coldwell Banker Jonathan Miller
atihon gt ey 199+ o el (918) 638-1157 Select (918) 630-0495 (918) 237-7582
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