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Star Calendar

Local WeatherLocal Weather

THURSDAY
58 46

FRIDAY
65 43

SATURDAY
65 51

SUNDAY
69 62

MONDAY
82 52

TUESDAY
70 41

WEDNESDAY
71 47
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FOR WEEK OF APRIL 24-MAY 1, 2025

70% chance of showers

Mostly cloudy.

Considerable cloudiness.

Scattered morning storms.

Mostly cloudy.

Mix of clouds and sun.

Mix of clouds and sun.

Dog show this weekend
The Vizsla Club of America Dog 

Show will be held Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday at the South Sioux City 
Marriott Riverfront, located at 385 
East Fourth Street.

For more information, visit their 
website at vcaweb.org/event/2025-na-
tional-specialty-events.

YMCA ribbon cutting
The Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA will of-

ficially open its new Early Learning 
Center with a ribbon cutting on Friday 
at 11 a.m. at the facility in South Sioux 
City.

The expansion includes modern 
early learning classrooms, a vibrant 
ocean-themed indoor playground, and 
flexible spaces that will support every-
thing from preschool and afterschool 
care to middle school S.T.E.A.M. pro-
gramming and youth and teen leader-
ship development.

Chamber Coffee Friday
Friday’s Chamber Coffee will be 

hosted by South Sioux City Parks and 
Rec and will be held at Dakota City El-
ementary School, located at 1801 Lo-
cust St. in Dakota City.

Coffee will be served at 9:30 a.m., 
with the program beginning at 10 a.m.

New Stage Players dates
The New Stage Players Penguin 

Project will present Disney Aladdin 
Kids Friday through Sunday, April 25-
27 at Briar Cliff University in Sioux 
City.

For details, go to the web at cur8.
com/14523/project/130937.

Track meet at SSC
The South Sioux City Track and 

Field Invitational will be held Monday, 
April 28 at the Cardinal Athletic Com-
plex.

Field events are set to begin at 2 
p.m., with track events to follow.

City Council meeting
The South Sioux City Citiy Council 

will hold its next meeting on Monday, 
April 28 at 5 p.m. in the Council cham-
bers at City Hall.

An agenda is available at south-
siouxcity.org.

GOT ‘EM
SSC baseball makes up game. Page 1B

AMBULANCE DONATION

(PHOTO BY MICHAEL CARNES)
Pam Adams (right), director of business development for Long Lines Broad-
band, presents a $500 check to Dakota City city administrator Bob Kratky 
during Friday’s Chamber Coffee at the Dakota City Fire Department. The money 
is going toward a new ambulance for the city’s fire and rescue department.

An innovative construction project 
is set to begin in South Sioux City 
that will utilize recycled plastic ma-
terials, a first of its kind in the state of 
Nebraska and one of a handful in the 
entire United States.

Construction on Foundry Road is 
scheduled to begin the week of April 
28, with paving set to commence the 
week of May 12. This forward-think-
ing project will feature an asphalt 
road built using recycled plastic 
materials sourced from used plastic 
bags. It will be the first in the State of 
Nebraska, one of a few in the United 
States, and replicates what is done 
internationally. In addition, this ma-
terial will be used to add to the city’s 
bike path facilities in this area.

The project is being funded in part 
by a grant from the Nebraska En-
vironmental Trust and represents a 

collaborative effort among the City 
of South Sioux City, the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln, DOW Chemi-
cal, Jebro, Barkley Asphalt, First 
Star Recycling, and Goodwill of the 
Great Plains. 

By incorporating recycled plastics 
into the asphalt mix, the initiative 
aims to reduce environmental impact 
while advancing sustainable infra-
structure practices. An estimated 2 
million plastic bags will be used in 
this process.

Foundry Road and the Al Bengs-
ton Bike trail will be closed during 
construction for public safety.

The city said this project marks a 
significant step forward in combin-
ing innovation, environmental stew-
ardship, and community partnership 
to improve local roadways.

City to save money with new bike trail
By MICHAEL CARNES
Star Publisher

A bike trail that will connect Cardinal 
Drive to 39th Street can be created without 
having to spend more than a quarter-million 
dollars, it was announced at Monday’s Public 
Works Committee meeting.

City Parks and Rec director Gene Maffit 
told the committee that a proposed bike trail 
along C Street that would run from Cardinal 
Drive to 39th Street can be created without 
having to spend money on removing trees 
and moving utilities on the west side of the 
street.

“There’s no way to get through without al-
leys or easements, so we proposed eliminat-
ing parking on the east side of C Street,” he 

told the committee.
The street’s main use is seen at the start and 

end of school days, and Maffit said that elimi-
nating parking on the east side of the street 
would be a safer alternative for the 505-foot 
trail.

“It would also cost us about $254,000 to 
remove trees and utilities on that west side,” 
he added.

The committee voted unanimously to move 
the idea to Monday’s City Council meeting 
for final approval.

The committee also heard from City Ad-
ministrator Lance Hedquist on an update on 
the city’s operations at the new wastewater 
treatment plant facility, with the possibility of 
adding staff to the city’s payroll as an option 

for the future.
The facility has been run on a contract basis 

by EDS for the last three years, and Hedquist 
said that if they can work out an agreement 
with the city’s union, they could be hired on 
as full-time city staff in the near future, which 
would save the city money.

“There are lots of things to look at, and 
we’ll meet with (the city’s union) this week 
and see what steps we’d need to do for them 
to become regular city employees,” he said. 
“It would save us money because the engi-
neering company raises the rates they would 
charge us, so in the end it would eliminate 
those overhead costs.”

Councilman Randy Meyer asked Hedquist 
if the city is looking into hiring a Public 

Works Director who would manage the city’s 
wastewater. Hedquist said the city is looking 
into it and may do so in the near future.

In other action, the committee:
— approved a bid from Pilot Rock of 

Cherokee, Iowa for new picnic tables and 
fire rings that would be installed at the Scenic 
Park campgrounds, replacing those that were 
lost in recent flooding. The city will be able to 
use federal and state funding for most of the 
cost, with the city paying 12.5 percent of the 
$17,850.40 cost.

— approved the purchase of a valve insert 
for a 14-inch water line that goes into the Ma-
rina Inn at a cost of $35,800 to Hydra-Stop.

Innovative plastic road 
work to begin next week

By MARK MORAN
Nebraska News Connection

Nebraska is among the states with 
the sharpest increases in housing 
prices between 2021 and 2024, ac-
cording to a new report.

The hike has been accompanied by 
dramatically higher homeowners’ in-
surance premiums. 

Only four states saw home prices 
spike more dramatically than in 
Nebraska in the three-year period 
— three of them in the West. More 
expensive homes bring higher insur-
ance costs. 

The Consumer Federation of 
America’s Director of Housing Sha-
ron Cornelissen said it’s often not 
the cost of the house, but the cost of 
insuring it that keeps some potential 
home buyers out of the market. 

“Our insurance crisis is increas-
ingly also a housing crisis, right?” 
said Cornelissen. “These are not 
separate. We know for example that 
first-time homebuyers already strug-
gle to afford a mortgage today, and 
with spiking insurance costs, many 
may feel that they can never own a 
home.”

The housing price hike and in-
crease in insurance costs come de-
spite Nebraska having among the 
lowest costs of living in the nation. 

The CFA report shows Nebraskans 
have seen a 35 percent increase in 
homeowners’ insurance prices in the 
three-year period. 

While many people are trying to 
qualify for a mortgage, the Federa-
tion’s Director of Insurance Doug 
Heller said insurance companies are 
making it increasingly difficult for 
buyers by hiking premiums - and de-
nying coverage based on “perceived 
risk.” 

“The crisis is also a reflection of 
some brazen bullying we have seen 
from insurance companies around 
the country,” said Heller, “as they put 
customers that have paid premiums 
for decades on the chopping block, 
and turn their back on communities 
that have relied on them for genera-
tions.”

The report says insurance com-
panies claim they’re still trying to 
recover from $11 billion in losses 
caused by damaging derecho winds 
that leveled parts of Nebraska and 
other Midwest states in 2020.

Nebraska housing market 
hobbled by insurance prices

By MARK MORAN
Nebraska News Connection

Nebraska lawmakers are considering a bill to en-
sure managed health care companies cannot limit the 
state reimbursement rate for mental health service 
providers.

Advocates for the bill want to make sure in the fu-
ture, the companies could not negotiate a lower rate. 
Right now, there’s no requirement they use the posted 
rates, it has just been the practice. Legislative Bill 380 
would keep “guardrails” in place.

Annette Dubas, executive director of the Nebras-
ka Association of Behavioral Health Organizations, 
said providers have worked for 20 years just to get 
the reimbursement rates to meet the minimum state 
standards.

“Nebraska’s rates were, two decades ago, towards 
the bottom,” Dubas pointed out. “We’ve worked hard 
over those last two decades to get rates built up. It 
comes down to the ability to build capacity, so that 
people who are in need of mental health care can ac-
cess that mental health care.”

Dubas noted the bill was introduced after Nebraska 
autism care providers had to fight an effort to reduce 
their reimbursement rates last year. It awaits action 
in committee. Dubas emphasized her group opposes 
an amendment to remove the minimum pay “guard-
rails.”

Dubas explained low wages and often challeng-
ing working conditions already make it difficult to 
find mental health care professionals, and lower re-
imbursement rates mean even lower wages and less 
stable employment. She added protecting the rates 
already in place is critical to ensuring the ability to 
recruit and retain workers.

“If rates do not stay up where they need to be, it just 
puts that much more pressure on these providers to be 
able not only bring in new workforce, but to retain the 
workforce that they have,” Dubas explained. “Burn-
out is a huge issue.”

Dubas added any rate adjustment legislation could 
also complicate a reimbursement process she de-
scribed as already confusing and complex in Nebras-
ka.

Nebraska mental health advocates 
push back on funding cuts

(PHOTOS BY MICHAEL CARNES)
Members of the South Sioux City Fire 
Department and SSCFD volunteers took 
advantage of ideal weather conditions Tues-
day to practice putting out grass fires at the 
Police Department’s gun range. Their work 
was not only a chance to practice control-
ling grass fires, but served as a way to kill 
off dry vegetation around the gun range.

LOCAL FIREMEN PUT OUT PRACTICE FIRES
SEE PUBLIC WORKS, 2A
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Northeast Nebraska Senior Center Menu

Thursday, April 24 — Brat burger, stewed tomatoes, macaroni and 
cheese, baked beans, fruit cocktail, manadrin oranges

Friday, April 25 — Beef pot roast, potatoes, carrots, onion, fruit sal-
ad, chocolate pudding, cole slaw

Monday, April 28 (Evening meal) — BBQ ribs, baked beans, scal-
loped potatoes, lettuce salad, broccoli, applesauce

Tuesday, April 29 — Hot beef sandwich, mashed potatoes and gravy, 
green bans, cole slaw, fruit salad

Wednesday, April 30 — Tuna salad, potato salad, spring salad, fruit 
salad, mandarin oranges, chocolate pudding

1501 W. 29th St.
Luncheon meals served 

Mondays through Fridays, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Coffee and socializing will be served Mondays from 9-11 a.m.
Please call the day before to reserve a lunch — (402) 494-1500

THERE’S HELP AVAILABLE 24/7.

CALL, TEXT OR CHAT 988 

KNOW THE WARNING 
SIGNS OF SUICIDE.

Depression•Isolation•Agitation•Talks About Suicide 
Acquires Suicide Methods•Previous Suicide Attempts

— approved interlocal agreements 
with Dakota County and the City of 
Ponca for the use of the Animal Ser-
vice facility.

— approved a request for a con-
gressionally-directed spending re-
quest for the Riverview Water Treat-

ment Plant expansion.
— approved the submission of an 

application for the All-America City 
Hall of Fame Award for Siouxland 
Freedom Park.

All items from Monday’s meeting 
will move on to Monday’s 5 p.m. 
City Council meeting for final ap-
proval.

PUBLIC WORKS: Bike trail approved
from Page 1A

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
The South Sioux City Optimist Students of the Month for April are Moises Herrera and Ryan Lee.  
Moises Herrera was nominated by Ms. Sanchez, Spanish Department.  Moises is a Junior at South Sioux City High School and the son of Erika Gonzalez. 
Ms. Sanchez commented, “Moises works hard, pays attention and is very kind.” Outside of school, Moises enjoys working out, fashion and healthy living. 
Plans after graduation include design school.
Ryan Lee is a senior at South Sioux City High School and the son of Von Lee and Christy Yang.  He was nominated by Mr. Arens and Mr. Sheley from the 
Skilled and Technical Sciences department. They commented, “Ryan is a talented and driven young man. He is always there to help other students and is 
able to make them feel important. He is very skilled at multiple things that include welding, construction and art. He has spent numerous hours outside of 
class working on a project for SkillsUSA. He earned a bronze medal in his competition at the State SkillsUSA conference.  Ryan always has a smile and posi-
tive outlook no matter the situation.” Ryan has been involved with football and track. He is involved in classes toward blue-collar activities and is looking to 
join the trap team. He is also involved in SkillsUSA. Outside of his school activities he enjoys being outside. He enjoys hunting, fishing, drawing, working 
out, welding, making art and archery. When Ryan graduates, he plans to go into the iron works and finish the apprenticeship there.

SSC OPTIMISTS STUDENTS OF THE MONTH ANNOUNCED

Killings spotlight limitations as domestic 
violence spikes in Nebraska

By EMILY WOLF
Flatwater Free Press

This story contains descriptions of 
domestic abuse. If you or a loved one 
is experiencing abuse, call the Na-
tional Domestic Violence Hotline at 
1-800-799-SAFE (7233).

Before he shot and killed his girl-
friend on a Lincoln street in broad 
daylight, Ibrahim Alhamadani had 
amassed a troubling rap sheet.

He’d been in and out of prison 
and probation since 2018, when 
he was first convicted for a domes-
tic violence offense, according to 
court documents. Another incident 
in 2020 led to a standoff with police 
and a former girlfriend fearing she 
wouldn’t survive.

In each documented instance of 
Alhamadani’s abuse, the women he 
terrorized did things the “right way.” 
They filed protection orders, spoke 
with police and tried to cut off con-
tact with him. That proved fatal for 
Michelle Gonzalez.

Alhamadani killed Gonzalez on 
Feb. 26 hours after she’d filed for a 
protection order. 

She is one of at least four women 
killed by a romantic partner in Ne-
braska this year. All but one had tak-
en legal steps to distance themselves 
from their abuser before their deaths.

The killings have placed fresh 
scrutiny on how Nebraska prevents 
domestic violence at a time when ad-
vocates say demand for their services 

has never been higher. 
In Lincoln, where two of the slay-

ings occurred, protection order re-
quests have skyrocketed  since 2019, 
according to police data released in 
March. And the number of reported 
violations has jumped by 62% com-
pared to the five-year average. 

At the same time, resources are 
failing to keep pace with the grow-
ing need, advocates say. Attempts 
by lawmakers to ease the resource 
squeeze have so far fallen short.

“After 27 years in this field, I have 
never been as deeply concerned 
about the future of victim services 
and their funding as I am today,” 
Carmen Hinman, executive director 
of Hope Crisis Center, told state law-
makers in March.

State leaders have in recent years 
introduced several measures to com-
bat domestic violence. Nebraska 
prisons for the first time in years are 
offering intervention programming. 
And a new team dedicated to review-
ing domestic violence deaths has re-
leased its first report, teeing up future 
legislative recommendations.

Even with that movement,  Ne-
braska is playing catch-up.

“Many states have been doing this 
for decades, so we are way behind 
the eight ball,” said Tara Richards, a 
criminal justice professor at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Omaha. 

When Casey Kindt kicked in Jamie 
Hagen’s door and shot her to death 

on Feb. 8 before turning the gun on 
himself, he left a trail of destruction 
in her Seward home. 

“When we were going in and out 
of the house unloading things, ev-
ery time that we would … push the 
door open, you could hear the ‘snap’ 
sound from the door trim,” said Al-
lison Hempfling, Hagen’s stepsister. 
“It was kind of like reliving what that 
would have sounded like that night.”

Kindt survived his suicide attempt 
and faces murder charges. The fam-
ily is navigating who gets custody of 
Hagen’s two daughters. And a swell 
of community outrage has prompted 
fierce criticism of the local judge 
who set Kindt’s bail.

After Kindt violated the terms of 
his bail for domestic violence charg-
es the first time, Judge C. Jo Petersen 
upped Kindt’s bail from $50,000 to 
$75,000. He bonded out a second 
time, ignored both the conditions of 
his bail and an active protection or-
der, and shot Hagen the next day.  

Hempfling has a hard time under-
standing why Kindt was allowed out 
in the first place. His apartment was 
within walking distance of Hagen’s, 
she said. 

“If he got that thought in his head, 
he didn’t really have to think about it 
much,” she said. “He just walked a 
block down the street and he’s right 
there.

Petersen, citing Nebraska’s code of 
judicial conduct, declined comment.

Protection orders are a great tool 
in some situations, said Natalie Rob-
erts-Day, executive director of Voices 
of Hope in Lincoln. But they’re only 
as effective as an abuser lets them be. 

“An abuser who doesn’t respect 
the law, doesn’t care about getting ar-
rested, who feels like they have noth-
ing left to lose . . . They are much 
less inclined to respect the protection 
order.”

Elizabeth McQueen is familiar 
with law enforcement’s limitations 
responding to domestic violence. 
McQueen leads the Lincoln Police 
Department’s victim assistance unit, 
which helps survivors navigate the 
legal system.

Her unit is small; she now man-
ages only two full-time employees.

Each morning, the advocates pore 
over police reports, identify victims 
to reach out to and then split up the 
responsibility of calling each one. 
The goal: Provide help within 72 
hours of receiving a report. Most 
days, the unit also gets walk-ins. 

“There are so many people that 
have so many needs, and we have re-
sources that are stretched fairly thin, 
that are trying so hard to meet all 
those needs,” McQueen said.

Both requests for protection orders 
— and the number of people violat-
ing them — have risen in the past 
five years. 

Data provided by the Lincoln Po-
lice Department shows there were 
more than 1,500 protection orders 
requested in 2024; the department 
received more than 550 protection 
order violation reports the same year, 
and issued more than 360 citations 
for order violations.

The Flatwater Free Press is Ne-
braska’s first independent, nonprofit 
newsroom focused on investigations 
and feature stories that matter.



Overall, the issue that the majority 
of Nebraskans care about most is tax 
reform, especially property tax relief. 

According to WalletHub’s new 
rankings, released April 1, 2025, 
Nebraska’s property taxes are the 
12th worst in the nation, and when it 
comes to our state’s overall tax bur-
den, Nebraska ranks 25th in the na-
tion. More importantly though is that 
Nebraska is flanked by Wyoming, 
which comes in second place for 
being the most tax friendly state in 
the Union, and South Dakota which 
comes in fifth place. Unless the Uni-
cameral Legislature can find a way 
to reform its tax code, Nebraska will 
continue to lose jobs, people, and 
economic opportunities to our neigh-
boring states.

Unfortunately, the Unicameral 
Legislature doesn’t seem to have any 
meaningful solutions for tax relief 
this year. Many veteran state senators 
are still reeling from the pain of last 
year’s failed special session for prop-
erty tax relief, which inadvertently 
sacrificed the 2023 property tax cred-
it in order to front load it for future 
tax years. Even the bills for the EPIC 
Option have been withdrawn in the 
Legislature this year by Sen. Brian 
Hardin of Gering (LD 48). 

Because of the State’s $289 mil-
lion budget deficit this year, many 
state senators are more interested in 
generating revenue for the State than 
reducing Nebraskans’ overall tax bur-
den. For example, Sen. Tom Brandt 
of Plymouth (LD 32), introduced LB 
171, which would pause the State’s 
scheduled income tax reductions by 
setting the rate at 4.99 percent for 
2026, instead of the planned 4.55 
percent rate for 2026 and the 3.99 
percent rate for 2027. 

Gov. Pillen has abandoned the 
pursuit of tax reform this year and is 
working on TEEOSA reform instead. 
TEEOSA stands for the Tax Equity 
and Educational Opportunities Sup-

port Act, which provides the formula 
for state aid to public schools in Ne-
braska. By reforming the TEEOSA 
formula to better serve more of Ne-
braska’s public schools, the hope is 
to remove some of the burden on lo-
cal property taxes. However, because 
the cost of public education increases 
every year, TEEOSA reform seems 
like a long shot at providing any kind 
of meaningful and long-lasting prop-
erty tax relief.

Nebraskans need tax reform, espe-
cially property tax relief. In the days 
ahead, tax reform and tax relief will 
be one of my top priorities as a state 
senator. This summer I plan to hold 
several town hall meetings across 
Legislative District 17 to hear your 
stories and to listen to your ideas for 
tax reform. 

I believe meaningful and sig-
nificant tax reform requires a three-
tiered solution. The first tier of tax 
reform is to cut wasteful spending. 
After spending my first year in the 
Unicameral Legislature, there is no 
doubt in my mind that Nebraska 
needs to cut wasteful spending. Only 
by cutting wasteful spending will the 
state ever be able to meet its planned 
reduced rates for the state income 
tax. 

Tax reform represents the second 
tier. Sales and excise taxes are the 
least regressive forms of taxation. 
Nebraska needs to shift its overall tax 
burden away from property taxes and 
income taxes and towards sales and 
excise taxes. Sales and excise taxes 

put Nebraskans in charge of their 
own taxes. Because sales and excise 
taxes work on a pay-as-you-go basis, 
they can never really over-tax the 
people. 

Finally, the third tier of tax reform 
lies in controlling taxes at the local 
level. Property taxes are imposed and 
collected entirely at the local level. 
Property taxes more than any other 
tax are out of control in Nebraska. 
Therefore, Sen. Kathleen Kauth of 
Omaha (LD 31), has introduced and 
Sen. Bob Andersen of Omaha (LD49) 
has prioritized LR12CA, a constitu-
tional resolution which would put an 
initiative on the ballot for 2026 for 
voters to decide. 

A pending committee amendment 
to that resolution would limit prop-
erty taxes levied on non-agricultural 
properties to the allowable growth 
percentage of the properties fair 
market value, defined as the lesser 
of three percent or the percentage 
change in the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI). For agricultural lands, the full 
taxable value of the property would 
be adjusted to 50 percent of the prop-
erty’s fair market value for taxes 
levied by school districts to pay the 
principal interest on bonds. While 
Sen. Kauth’s resolution would not be 
realized until Jan. 1, 2027 and would 
require a vote of the people, it shows 
that there are some in the Legislature 
who are working on solutions for 
property tax relief which I can sup-
port.

Easter is over, graduation is around 
the corner and then it will be time for 
summer — which means it’s time for 
a good spring cleaning excavation of 
the “Bits and Pieces” file:

— If you get a text message from 
someone you don’t already have on 
your contact list, don’t delete it right 
away . . . you might be privy to some 
inside information on what’s going 
on with our nation’s military.

Our nation’s defense secretary 
doesn’t seem to grasp the idea of 
what the phrase “top secret” is all 
about and is now sharing sensitive 
military information with family 
members.

Recently, Hegseth sent a chat de-
tailing a military airstrike against 
Houthi militants in Yemen that in-
cluded a reporter for The Atlantic. 
While Trump regime officials claim 
the information was not classified, it 
did include a timeline for the attack 
and a list of weapons systems that 
would be used.

Most recently, Hegseth shared 
military details in another messaging 
chat with his wife and brother. When 
this information was made public, 
Trump dismissed it as fake news and 
said that disgruntled employees were 
leaking information.

— From the “My ego tells me all 
you need to know about what’s RE-
ALLY important” department: If 
you’re a college football fan in these 
parts, you know the standard for suc-
cess is very high when it comes to 
who is considered a legend.

Here in Nebraska, we’ve got plen-
ty from our national championship 
history in football and volleyball. 
Numerous Huskers have not only 
led their teams to the top, but have 
become award-winning legends in 
their own right with Heisman Tro-
phy successes like Johnny Rodgers, 
Mike Rozier and Eric Crouch to the 
recent AAU Sullivan Award honoree 
in Lexi Rodriguez. 

If you want to be considered a leg-
end in these parts, you really have to 
DO something.

At the University of Colorado, all 
you need is to BE somebody — like 
the coach’s son — to be considered 
a legend.

Colorado recently retired the num-
ber of Shedeur Sanders, who is the 

son of football legend Deion Sand-
ers, who happens to be the current 
coach of the perennial-wannabe Buf-
faloes.

Travis Hunter, who is a two-way 
All-American for Colorado and re-
cently won the Heisman Trophy, 
also had his number retired recently, 
which makes a lot more sense con-
sidering he was the school’s second 
winner of the coveted award and will 
likely be one of the first players se-
lected in this week’s NFL Draft in 
Green Bay, Wisc.

The list of former Colorado leg-
ends who DON’T have a retired jer-
sey number are notable, including 
quarterback Kordell Stewart, who 
had a much more successful win-loss 
record at CU and went on to a long 
career in the NFL. Unlike the spawn 
of Neon Deion, Stewart won confer-
ence titles, bowl games and directed 
a team that played at an elite level 
during the 1990’s.

In two years as Colorado’s signal-
caller, the younger Sanders didn’t 
have a .500 record (12-13), lost the 
team’s only bowl game and were 
never anywhere near being consid-
ered among the nation’s elite. And 
yet, his #2 jersey gets put up on Colo-
rado’s Hall of Fame while the #10 of 
Stewart remains in use?

While his dad is certainly deserv-
ing of the awards and accolades he 
garnered during his college and pro 
career, the evidence is clear — to 
everyone except Daddy Deion, obvi-
ously — that the son has not come 
anywhere close to matching his dad’s 
level of championship-caliber and 
award-worthy level. Retiring his 
son’s jersey number is the equiva-
lent of handing him a participation 
trophy.

The younger Sanders claims that 
he has helped change the culture of 
the school’s football program. If he 
would just take a moment to look 

at Colorado’s history, he’d discover 
that belief is nowhere near the truth. 
Colorado has been, is, and will al-
ways be a second-tier program when 
compared to the blue bloods of the 
sport. 

— Speaking of wannabes, I know 
that I had mentioned a bit about the 
all-female crew that took a ride on a 
rocket last week and wanted to ex-
pand further on the topic.

The six women — whose names 
aren’t worth mentioning, despite 
their Hollywood status — are all 
claiming to be “astronauts” after a 
flight that barely took them out of the 
earth’s atmosphere and lasted for all 
of 11 minutes.

When they returned home, they 
fawned over the fact that they had 
a new appreciation for life here on 
earth, kissing the ground and opining 
about who knows what as if they had 
achieved some sense of reality.

All of this was a slap in the face 
to REAL women who achieved great 
things as REAL astronauts. People 
like Sally Ride actually did research 
in space, trained for their missions 
and made a real impact on our world. 
Suni Williams recently returned 
home from the International Space 
Station after being stuck for eight 
months a lot deeper in space than 
these six dimwits who were more 
interested in how they looked than 
whether or not they actually accom-
plished something of relevance.

These six attention seekers thought 
they were doing something for wom-
en in the 21st century, but all they 
really accomplished was using their 
money and whatever influence they 
feel they have to take an 11-minute 
joyride in a trackless roller coaster.

One of the six joyriders, in trying 
to answer the criticism, responded by 
asking, “Have you been?”

No, nitwit — and neither have you.
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Generating state revenue takes priority

By Michael J. Carnes
Star Publisher

Don’t Get 
Me Started

Getting on Hegseth’s chat list is easy

A look back in the
Star’s history files

10 YEARS AGO
APRIL 23, 2015

Hubbard man accused of 
killing wife in Sioux City
A Hubbard man has been accused 

of killing of his wife in Sioux City 
in the early morning hours of April 
19. Rogelio Pablo-Morales, 27, is 
charged with second-degree murder 
in connection with the death of his 
wife Margarita Morales, 21, South 
Sioux City. A court appearance is 
scheduled for April 29. 

Longtime Dakota City 
firefighter passes away

A longtime Dakota City Fire 
Fighter passed away after leaving a 
house fire April 16. Andrew “Andy” 
Zalme, 42, collapsed the evening of 
April 16 after responding to a fire on 
Highway 35. Emergency responders 
at the scene of the fire were unable to 
revive him. A cause of death has not 
been determined. Zalme is survived 
by his wife Bobbi and three children. 

Star wins awards at NPA 
Better Newspaper Contest

The Dakota County Star news-
paper received eight awards at the 
Nebraska Press Association’s Better 
Newspaper Contest April 18 in Lin-
coln. 

20 YEARS AGO
APRIL 21, 2005

Is the courtroom safe?
When a 33- year-old Georgia man, 

Brian Nichols, overpowered a sher-

iff’s deputy for a handgun and began 
using the weapon to kill three people 
in an Atlanta, Ga. courtroom, ques-
tions surmised on how safe court-
rooms are throughout the county. 
Nichols, during his own trial, was 
able to subjugate a sheriff’s deputy 
for his weapon and used the gun to 
kill the deputy, a court reporter, and 
Judge Rowland Barnes before flee-
ing the courtroom and taking another 
person hostage. Nichols eventually 
surrendered 48 hours later and is in 
custody. “Darn right it’s a concern,” 
County Judge Kurt Rager responded 
when he was asked if he was con-
cerned for his safety, as well as the 
safety of those around him, in court. 

30 YEARS AGO
APRIL  20, 1995

Smith’s first law office was 
in former barber shop

From his first interview with a cli-
ent from the perch of a barber’s chair 
to the solemnity of a black robe and 
gavel, retiring Dakota County Court 
Judge Rodney Smith says his career 
as an attorney in rural Nebraska has 
been interesting and satisfying. And 
in between the challenge of that first 
client to his swearing in as judge on 
July 5, 1988, to the April 28 date he’s 
set for his retirement, Smith says his 
career has been a rewarding one. The 
71 -year-old Homer native graduated 
from South Sioux City High School. 
He attended UN-L for one year, then 
enlisted in the Navy around the time 
of Pearl Harbor. Following his dis-
charge, he attended the University 
of South Dakota at Vermillion. He 
earned a law degree in 1950 and re-
turned to South Sioux City to open 
his own law practice in a Dakota Av-

enue storefront that had been a bar-
bershop.

40 YEARS AGO
APRIL 25, 1985

Newspaper commended
Julie Goodson, government re-

porter for the South Sioux City Star, 
holds the community service award 
presented the newspaper at the Ne-
braska Press Association convention 
in Omaha Saturday night. the contest 
was selected for its investigative, in 
depth reporting of the district judge’s 
retention or dismissal issue in the 
Eighth Judicial District last year. the 
huge walnut plaque is the eighth such 
award won by the Star since 1954. 
The Star also received $300, which is 
to be awarded to a local organization 
or project. 

50 YEARS AGO
APRIL 24, 1975

Three arrested In break-in 
at Homer grocery store

Charges were to be filed Wednes-
day afternoon in connection with a 
Monday morning breakin at the K 
and P Market, a grocery and drug 
store in Homer. Three Sioux Citians 
were apprehended shortly after the 
break-in occurred. The trio was at-
tempting to load the K and P safe into 
the back of an automobile when they 
were interrupted. Dakota County 
Deputy Sheriff Ted Johanson said the 
three had entered the store through 
the front door and were attempting to 
load the safe into the trunk of their 
car when they fled at the sight of a 
passing milkman.

US. Sen. Pete Ricketts
(R) Nebraska

Washington Report

State Sen. Glen Meyer
District 17

Legislative Report

Tax Day is a time when many 
Americans feel frustration. The av-
erage Nebraskan paid $14,974  in 
federal taxes last year. They expect 
efficient services in return. Too of-
ten, families and seniors get caught 
in a web of confusing tax rules. Even 
worse, bureaucratic failures can cost 
taxpayers thousands of dollars. That 
is why I am fighting to fix it and give 
taxpayers some relief.

First, I’m helping Nebraskans suc-
cessfully navigate the federal bureau-
cracy. A couple from Dodge County 
contacted my office asking for help. 
They always file their taxes on paper. 
In 2022, the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS) made a big mistake. The 
IRS said they owed over $34,000. 
That was wrong. Not only did these 
Nebraskans not owe money, but they 
were due a refund of over $25,000. 
The IRS then refused to pay their 
2023 refund because of the mix-up. 
Two years of refunds were being held 
up because the IRS made a mistake.

This couple tried to fix it them-
selves. They sent letters asking for 
help and got no response. They even 
met with the IRS in Omaha. Nothing 
worked. Then, they came to my of-
fice for help. Our casework team got 
to work immediately. We pushed the 
IRS to re-open their case. We worked 
with the Taxpayer Advocate Service 
to go through the paperwork line by 
line. We found the IRS’s mistakes 
and showed them they were wrong.

Soon after that, the Nebraskans 
finally got a refund check for over 
$22,000. That included almost 
$1,500 in interest. But there was still 
a problem. The IRS refused to admit 
they had made a mistake. That led 

the IRS to miscalculate how much 
money they owed the Nebraska cou-
ple. After more hard work, we helped 
them get another check.

In the end, the Dodge County 
couple received the money they were 
owed. It took more than a year, but 
we never gave up. This should never 
have happened in the first place. I’ll 
always fight to fix these bureaucratic 
failures.

Second, I’m working to extend the 
successful Trump tax cuts and avoid 
a tax increase. The Trump tax cuts 
delivered prosperity for Nebraska 
families. The bill doubled the child 
tax credit and reduced the federal tax 
rate for middle-income earners. Al-
lowing those tax cuts to expire would 
effectively raise taxes on millions. 
That would be terrible. I’ll keep 
working until the tax cuts are made 
permanent.

Third, I’m fighting to reduce taxes 
on retirement benefits like we did 
when I was Governor. I recently 
introduced two bills to help Ameri-
cans keep more of their money. The 
Social Security Check Tax Cut Act 
will phase out federal taxes on So-
cial Security benefits. Right now, 
seniors who paid into Social Secu-
rity their whole lives are taxed again 

when they receive their benefits. That 
needs to change. My bill starts the 
process to make Social Security ben-
efits tax-free at the federal level by 
2035. I also introduced the Tax Cuts 
for Veterans Act. This bipartisan bill 
would make sure military retirement 
pay is tax-free at the federal level. 
Our veterans gave years of service to 
protect our freedoms. My bipartisan 
bill ensures they are not taxed on the 
benefits they earned.

The federal government should 
serve taxpayers well. My team and I 
are here to help Nebraskans navigate 
the federal bureaucracy. We have of-
fices in Omaha, Lincoln, Kearney, 
and Scottsbluff. Contact us anytime 
by phone at 402-476-1400. You can 
find more information and needed 
privacy release forms on the “Ser-
vices” tab at www.ricketts.senate.
gov. Our team is specially trained in 
assisting constituents with concerns, 
complaints, or questions about ser-
vices, eligibility, or benefits from the 
IRS and other federal agencies. This 
could include issues with passports, 
VA benefits, visas, and more. While 
we cannot promise a successful reso-
lution of every case, our team is com-
mitted to using every tool available 
to fight for Nebraskans in need.

Fighting Big Government failures at IRS

Subscribe Today!
Call (402) 494-4264
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LAND LOCATION: From South Sioux City, NE: Go Southwest 1 mile on Highway 77, West ½ 
mile on College Way, then continue West ½ mile on Golf Road. From Dakota City, NE: Go 
North 4 miles on Highway 75/77, West ½ mile on College Way, then continue West ½ 
mile on Golf Road. From Sioux City, IA: Go South on Wesley Parkway into Nebraska on 
the Siouxland  Veterans Memorial Bridge onto Business Highway 20, Southwest 1 
mile on Highway 77, West ½ mile on College Way, then continue West ½ mile on Golf 
Road. 
Legal Description: Tract 2: Part Gov’t Lot 5 and 6 containing 45.13 Acres M/L.    
Tract 3: Part Gov’t Lot 6 containing 45.13 Acres M/L. 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The Options Seem Endless!! Brock Auction Company is  
really honored and proud to help Doug Goddard market what may be the two farms that 
offer the widest variety of potential uses of any property in our 105-year history!! These 
two approximately 45-acre tracts of land have it all. Located on Golf Road in South 
Sioux City, Nebraska, surrounded by housing developments and a chip shot East of 
Covington Golf Course. The land has water and internet running to it as well. This     
perfectly laying land is also excellent farmland if you want to just farm it. This is another 
property that has the potential to be bought by the acre and sold by the square foot. 
Imagine that and look at the highly successful people who have done just that!! Will it be 
you in the future?  
   The Woodbury County FSA office shows the following combined information for the 
Dakota County, Nebraska Farm to be as follows: 90.35 cropland acres with a 57.7-acre 
corn base with a 154 bu. PLC Yield Index and a 32.78-acre soybean base with a 47 bu. 
PLC Yield Index.  
   The Dakota County NRCS office shows the main soil types to be Haynie and Blake 
with a small amount of Albaton and has a very nice NCCPI soybean index average for 
Tract 2 - of 73.6. Tract 3 - 73.8. NICE!!  
   With new growth and development going on all around South Sioux and Sioux City 
there is no end to the potential this farm may hold in the future. History has shown us 
that over time when you own a property like this, located so close to that growth and it’s 
all around your property, that you should not be surprised when real opportunities come 
knocking. It may very well be beyond your wildest dreams. The “secret” always is do 
you have the vision to look into the future 
and see the “Big Picture”? It is looking you 
right in the eye. Now you are in control! 
Possible potential new business plans for 
South Sioux even make it more likely there 
will be demand for land in the future. Take a 
hard look at this farm and picture you and 
your family enjoying the fruits of your     
foresight and determination. All the best 
from all of us at Brock Auction Company & 
Bruce R. Brock Real Estate.  

 DOUGLAS GODDARD REVOCABLE TRUST  
BRUCE R. BROCK RE L.L.C. 
BRUCE R. BROCK - BROKER 
World Champion Auctioneer 
Licensed in NE, IA, MO & SD 
1321 Hawkeye Ave. SW, Le Mars, IA 
 (712) 548-4634   

"The Midwest's Largest and Fastest Growing Auction Company of 4 Generations Serving The Midwest Since 1919" 

          “The Land Marketing Professionals for Over 105 Years” 

  BRUCE R. BROCK REAL ESTATE, L.L.C. 

* Auctioneer/Brokers are representing the seller’s interest only in the transaction.  

TRACT 2 

TROY DONNELLY 
Broker/Auctioneer 

Licensed in: NE, IA & SD 
Elk Point, SD 

712-899-3748 

For Complete Details, Photos & Video go 
to www.BrockAuction.com  

METHOD OF SALE: The property will be sold with the high bidder having their choice of 
Tract 2 or 3 or both tracts. In the event both tracts are taken the sale is over. In the event 
only 1 of the tracts are taken, the remaining tract will be offered.  

 

Is Offering 
90.26 Acres M/L of Farmland in Dakota County, Nebraska 

OFFERED IN TWO TRACTS  
Sections 19 & 20, Covington Township, Dakota County, NE 

(Per Original Government Survey) 

PUBLIC AUCTION - LIVE AND ONLINE BIDDING 
    Online Bidding @ BrockAuction.com & Click on   

Friday, April 25th, 2025 @ 10:00 AM 
Sale to be held at The Don’$  

801 W 13th St., South Sioux City, NE 68776 

See MLB games in New York (Yankees & Mets), Boston, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Chicago (Cubs) & Minnesota.  

Also included, Little League World Series, Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown, NY and Football Hall of Fame in Canton, OH. Guided 
tour of Manhattan. 

August 11-21, 2025

Baseball•Bob’s

ToursTours

Call or text 507.217.1326 to receive a free brochure. If you call, please slowly/clearly 
say your name/address; if you text, please include a mailing address to send it to.

Phone 833-800-5643

Who better to give you the support 
you need than people with similar 
disability who has found success at 
living independently.
The League of Human Dignity is 
skilled at helping people overcome 
barriers to in-
dependent liv-
ing. Call today 
and see how 
we can help.

DISABILITY:
You’re Not Alone

OUR AUDIENCE 

IS YOUR 
SUPER POWER

Print | Digital | Email | And More

Learn more at 
www.onepressne.com 
or call (402)476-2851

Willy Wonka musical put on 
by SSC Middle School

Photos by Lance Swanson
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From The
Bleachers

By
Michael
Carnes

Musketeers’ 
wild ride 

comes to stop
When a young team faces a rough 

stretch, it’s easy to see that team fall 
apart.

The Sioux City Musketeers have 
dealt with a good deal of adversity 
during this season, as their roller-
coaster results of wins and losses 
will no doubt show. 

And yet, even in the face of a sea-
son-ending 2-0 loss to the Anderson 
Cup champion Lincoln Stars in the 
USHL Western Conference semi-
finals Monday at the Tyson Events 
Center, there is one thing coach Ja-
son Kersner said he will remember 
about this year’s team — the ability 
to overcome adversity and get back 
on the winning track.

“It was an up-and-down sea-
son and was inconsistent with long 
stretches of good and bad, but you 
learn a lot about yourself and your 
team when you go through those 
things,” he said after Monday’s loss 
gave the Stars a three-game sweep. 
“We were able to get through that 
and get into the playoffs and get 
home ice for the first round and win 
a round, but we just ran into a better 
team.”

The story of Monday’s season fi-
nale was the Stars defense, which 
held Sioux City without a shot for a 
10-minute stretch in the second and 
third periods. The Musketeers fired 
their 10th shot on goal with about 
six minutes left in the second, but 
wouldn’t put their 11th on net until 
almost five minutes into the final pe-
riod, one of six that were cast in the 
third.

Kersner credited the older, tough-
er Stars defense for silencing Sioux 
City’s attack, which had scored the 
third most goals in the conference 
this season and sixth overall in the 
USHL.

“I thought we got off to a great 
start in the first and controlled pos-
session time, but any time they get 
a lead and get later into the game, 
they just lock it down,” Kersner 
said. “They’re big and old and well-
coached and it’s hard to get inside 
and find those high-quality chances 
to beat one of the best goalies in the 
league.”

Even after pulling goalie Sam Ur-
ban with about three minutes to go, 
Sioux City was unable to get more 
than a couple of shots on goal before 
Lincoln got an empty-netter in the 
game’s final 20 seconds to put the 
series on ice.

Goaltender Sam Urban was mas-
terful in the net, stopping 30 of 31 
shots. The one shot Lincoln did get 
past him was a one-time rocket from 
point-blank range off a pass from 
Jack Pechar to Matt Maltais late in 
the first period, a period where Sioux 
City actually outshot the Stars 9-5. 
Lincoln outshot Sioux City 27-8 af-
ter that as the Muskies’ offense was 
simply ineffective the last 40 min-
utes.

The end of the season was disap-
pointing, but when he looks back on 
the 2024-25 campaign, the Muske-
teers coach said the one thing that 
he’ll remember about this team was 
its ability to bounce back, something 
it did several times during what he 
called a “roller coaster ride” of a sea-
son.

“As a team, we had three of those 
difficult stretches during the season 
and it’s easy to find excuses not to 
put the train back on the tracks and 
salvage the season, and this group 
did that three separate times,” he 
said. “It’s hard to do that once, but 
to fight through that adversity and 
get the train back on the tracks and 
have a strong finish is something I’ll 
always remember.”

* * * * * 
On a personal note, I’d like to 

thank Muskies’ CEO Travis Mor-
gan and Coach Jason Kersner for 
the opportunity to cover the team 
this season. While other commit-
ments limited my time watching the 
team during the winter months, this 
was an opportunity to cover a sport I 
have limited working knowledge of 
and they and their entire organiza-
tion were more than welcoming and 
helpful. 

I look forward to next season and 
hope to do more in covering area 
hockey involving Dakota County 
athletes and those in the community 
who help make the Musketeers one 
of the top-shelf operations in the 
USHL.

The South Sioux City baseball team made 
up a rained-out game from earlier in the 
season on Monday, falling 4-3 at Thurston 
County in Pender.

The Cardinals trailed 4-0 in the fourth 
when they cut the deficit in half, thanks to 
runs scored by Jackson Jensen and Brock 
Anderson. Anderson would score again in the 
sixth on an RBI single by Keaton Ross, but 
that was as close as they could get as they fell 
to 5-6 on the season.

Darrius Helms had three of SSC’s five hits 
in the game, while Anderson and Ross both 
added hits.

Anderson pitched four innings of relief and 
took the loss for SSC, striking out five and 
walking four to go with three hits.

The Cardinals are on the road this weekend 
with games Friday at Fort Calhoun and Sat-
urday at Omaha Skutt. They are back home 
Monday to host Omaha Buena Vista before 
River Cities Conference tournament play be-
gins Thursday.

The Homer boys track and field 
team edged Westwood/Sloan to 
claim team honors at Thursday’s 
Homer Invitational.

The Knights won four events in 
claiming a balanced 11-team compe-
tition, with three of the wins coming 
in relays.

The Knights won the 800 relay, the 
1,600 relay and the distance medley, 
and also got a win from Issac Bar-
clay in the 200-meter dash. He also 
finished third in the 100.

Josue Munoz finished second in 
the 200 to lead four Knights who 
placed in the top six in that event. 
Junius Snowball was third, Jessup 
Snowball placed fourth and Rylan 
Parker placed sixth.

Tri County Northeast was sixth in 
the team race and won two events. 
Bryan Isom claimed top honors in 
the triple jump while Jackson Belt 
took first in the high jump, with 
teammate Thatcher Lamp tying for 
fifth.

In girls action, Tri County North-
east finished six points ahead of 
Homer in third place overall and got 
wins in five events.

Kiya Tornez and Bri Millard both 
won two individual events. Tornez 
won the 100 and 200, while Millard 
swept the hurdle events. Also win-
ning was the 400-meter relay, with 
Tornez and Millard being joined 
by Rachael Bousquet and Micaeli 
Tornez.

Homer had one win on the day as 
Tori Walker claimed honors in the 
high jump, with teammate Janessa 
Overgaard finishing fourth. Anna 
Harris placed second in the discus 
and third in the shot.

Homer Invitational
Girls Team Standings

Dakota Valley 126, Wisner-Pilger 88, 
Tri County NE 86, Homer 80, Kingsley-
Pierson 68, Westwood/Sloan 47, LCC 21, 
Winnebago 9, Omaha Nation 1.

Area Medalists
100: 1. Kiya Tornez, TCNE, 12.93; 2. Bre 

Millard, TCNE, 13.36; 3. Tori Walker, Homer, 
13.60. 100 hurdles: 1. Millard, 17.30. 200: 
1. K. Tornez, 27.33; 3. Walker, 28.20; 4. 
Jovee Valentin, Homer, 28.37; 6. Rachael 
Bousquet, TCNE, 28.84. 300 hurdles: 1. 
Millard, 48.49. 400: 2. Bousquet, 1:03.78; 
4. Valentin, 1:05.32. 800: 2. Lilly Harris, 
Homer, 2:36.70. 1,600: 2. Homer, 5:46.73. 
800 SMR: 3. TCNE (A. Belt, J. Olson, M. 
Tornez, R. Bousquet), 2:06.54. 400 relay: 
1. TCNE (R. Bousquet, B. Millard, M. 
Tornez, K. Tornez), 52.49. 1,600 relay: 5. 
TCNE (A. Belt, A. Hermosillo, S. Rastede, 
J. Stallbaum), 4:53.57; 6. Homer, 4:57.96. 
Distance medley: 4. Homer (T. Bolles, L. 
Harris, N. Loofe, J. Bousquet), 14:52.40. 
Discus: 2. Annah Harris, 104-8; 6. Micaeli 
Tornez, TCNE, 94-7. High jump: 1. Walker, 

Ponca’s track and field teams 
scored well during action last week 
at the Wayne Invitational.

In girls action, the Lady Indians 
finished second and won five events 
on the day.

Ponca dominated in the middle and 
distance runs. Alexa McGee won the 
400, Ava Brennan took the 1,600 and 
Laken Pfister broke the tape in the 
3,200. Three Ponca runners medaled 
in the 800, with Ellesyn Hrouda 
placing third, Jaelen Templeman was 
fifth and Ashtyn Pick placed sixth.

Ponca also claimed first-place hon-
ors in the 1,600 and 3,200 relays. El-
sie Keller took third in both hurdles 
and was third in the discus.

On the boys side, Ponca finished 
fourth overall and had a pair of first-
place finishes with Zyan Conrad in 
the 400 and Gannon Pfister in the 
3,200.

Contrad had a hand in four medals 
with a runner-up in the 200, a sixth in 
the 800 and as part of the 1,600-me-
ter relay that finished third. Pfister 
also medaled in the 1,600, finishing 
second.

Zach Luze posted runner-up efforts 
in both the shot put and the discus.

Wayne Invitational
Girls Team Standings

Wisner-Pilger 140.33, Ponca 95, Wayne 
89.33, Archbishop Bergan 88, LCC 60, 
Winside 28.33, Lutheran High NE 12, Boyd 

County 11.
Ponca Medalists

200: 6. Anna Stroud, 29.74. 400: 1. Alexa 
McGee, 1:02.91; 4. Oliva Taylor 1:05.12. 
800: 3. Ellesyn Hrouda, 2:32.16; 5. Jaelen 
Templeman, 2:41.21; 6. Ashtyn Pick, 
2:44.99. 1,600: 1. Ava Brennan, 5:34.81; 
3. Laken Pfister, 5:59.68. 3,200: 1. Pfister, 
13:04.71. 100 hurdles: 3. Elsie Keller, 18.88; 
5. Carlee Beckner, 19.21. 300 hurdles: 3. 
Keller, 53.85; 5. Beckner, 55.27. 400 relay: 
5. Ponca (P. Cunningham, A. Nelson, K. 
Bruening, A. Stroud), 56.81. 1,600 relay: 1. 
Ponca (O. Taylor, A. McAfee, E. Hrouda, A. 
McGee), 4:18.82. 3,200 relay: 1. Ponca (A. 
McGee, E. Hrouda, A. McAfee, A. Brennan), 
10:21.67. Triple jump: 6. Piper Cunningham, 
25-4 1/2. Discus: 3. Keller, 95-1. 

Boys Team Standings
Archbishop Bergan 138, Boyd County 

107, Wayne 83.5, Ponca 74, LCC 43, 
Wisner-Pilger 36.5, Lutheran High NE 27, 
Winside 16.

Ponca Medalists
200: 2. Zyan Conrad, 24.28. 400: 1. 

Conrad, 50.79; 3. Caden Cleveland, 54.95. 
800: 6. Conrad, 2:22.37. 1,600: 2. Gannon 
Pfister, 4:45.00; 6. Broderick Hogan, 
5:13.10. 3,200: 1. Pfister, 10:49.12; 5. Hogan, 
11:47.40. 400 relay: 6. Ponca (L. Rohan, O. 
Opperfelt, A. Eifert, R. Swick), 51.55. 1,600 
relay: 3. Ponca (K. Byrne, C. Cleveland, Z. 
Conrad, L. Rohan), 3:56.64. 3,200 relay: 4. 
Ponca (L. Rohan, B. Coughlin, B. Hogan, 
R. Swick), 10:13.20. Discus: 2. Zach Luze, 
132-3. Shot put: 2. Luze, 50-7.

Ponca girls second, 
boys fourth at Wayne

Cardinals fall in makeup game Monday

(PHOTO COURTESY JASON STUREK)
Jackson Jensen rounds third and heads for home to score the 
Cardinals’ first run of the game in Monday’s 4-3 loss to Thurston 
County in Pender.

(PHOTO COURTESY JASON STUREK)
SSC’s Brock Anderson shows the ball after a successful pickoff attempt at second base during Monday’s matchup 
with Thurston County as Darrius Helms looks on.

Homer boys take first at home invite

SEE HOMER, 2B

(PHOTO BY MIKE RASMUSSEN)
Homer’s Aayden Harris battles Bryan Isom of Tri County Northeast in the 110-meter hurdles at the Homer Invitational. Isom finished third and Harris was fifth.

(PHOTO BY MIKE RASMUSSEN)
Aidan Isom runs for Tri County 
Northeast in the distance medley 
during the Homer Invitational.

(PHOTO BY MIKE RASMUSSEN)
Tri County Northeast’s Jenni Olson takes the baton from Sam Rastede 
during relay action at the Homer Invitational.



Let your child’s imagination grow 
this summer through books, hands-
on fun, and colorful activities! 

Reading with children is one of the 
most powerful ways to spark curiosi-
ty, learning, and connection. Through 
shared reading experiences, children 
build foundational skills like print 
awareness, vocabulary, comprehen-
sion, and storytelling. Nebraska Ex-
tension’s early childhood STEAM 
Imagination Guides make it easy to 
include meaningful reading moments 
into your day — while exploring sci-
ence, technology, engineering, art, 
and math (STEAM) concepts.

This year’s STEAM Imagination 
Guides focus on art and creativity as 
powerful tools to spark curiosity and 
wonder. Aligned with the library’s 
summer reading theme, “Color Our 
World”, Nebraska Extension selected 
a collection of high-quality picture 
books and designed fun, engaging 
activities to go with each one.

Each guide includes:
— A featured children’s book
— A hands-on STEAM activity us-

ing low-cost, easy-to-find supplies
— A nature-based exploration ac-

tivity
— A creative arts extension
Newly added this year are guides 

specifically designed for infants and 
toddlers! These new additions sup-
port early brain development through 
sensory-rich, age-appropriate read-
ing and play.

All guides are aligned with the Ne-
braska’s Early Learning Guidelines 
and available in both English and 
Spanish, ensuring accessibility and 
flexibility for all families and early 

childhood professionals.
The purpose of the STEAM Imagi-

nation program is to provide all care-
givers with books, guided questions, 
and expanded learning opportunities 
to support literacy development, en-
hance relationships, and to make a 
connection to local libraries.

This year’s featured titles include:
— “10 Cats” by Emily Gravett
— “Where is the Green Sheep” by 

Mem Fox
— “Beautiful Oops!” by Barney 

Saltzberg
— “It Looked Like Spilt Milk” by 

Charles G. Shaw
— “Color and Me!” by Michaela 

Dias-Hayes
— “Just Add Glitter” by Angela 

DiTerlizzi and Samantha Cotterill
— “Maybe Something Beautiful” 

by F. Isabel Campoy and Theresa 
Howell

— “My Forest is Green” by Darren 
Lebeuf 

— “Nature is an Artist” by Jennifer 
Lavallee

— “Not a Box” by Antoinette Por-

tis
— “Oh, Olive!” by Lian Cho
— “Perfect Square” by Michael 

Hall
These downloadable guides are 

perfect for use by parents, grandpar-
ents, early childhood professionals, 
librarians, and anyone who loves 
reading with children. Each activity 
is adaptable to meet the needs and 
interests of the children in your care, 
creating a personalized and enriching 
reading experience. 

STEAM Imagination Guides aren’t 
limited to art and creativity.  There 
are also books and guides from pre-
vious years specifically related to ad-
ventures, unity and kindness, oceans, 
animals and their habitats, and books 
and guides for some of your favor-
ite fairytales, too!  Check out our ar-
chived guides on the website.

To access all the guides and ex-
plore additional resources, visit 
go.unl.edu/imagination or contact 
Jackie Steffen, Nebraska Extension 
Early Childhood Educator, at jstef-
fen2@unl.edu.
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(PHOTO BY MIKE RASMUSSEN)
Homer senior Tori Walker cleared the bar at 5 feet, 2 inches to claim top honors at the Homer Invitational.

5-2; 4. Janessa Overgaard, Homer, 5-0. 
Long jump: 3. Walker, 16-0; 4. K. Tornez, 
15-7 1/4; 6. Valentin, 15-1 1/2. Shot put: 
3. Harris, 33-9 1/4; 4. M. Tornez, 32-8; 5. 
Madelyn Franzluebbers, TCNE, 32-2 1/2. 
Triple jump: 4.Valentin, 33-2 1/4.

Boys Team Standings
Homer 83, Westwood/Sloan 80.5, 

Kingsley-Pierson 69, LCC 62, Dakota 
Valley 60, Tri County NE 58.5, Winnebago 
46, Wisner-Pilger 43, Walthill 14, Whiting 6, 

Omaha Nation 1.
Area Medalists

100: 3. Isaac Barclay, Homer, 11.41. 
110 hurdles: 3. Bryan Isom, TCNE, 15.70; 
5. Aayden Harris, Homer, 16.28. 200: 1. 
Barclay, 23.75. 300 hurdles: 1. Isom, 41.15; 
3. Harris, 43.20; 5. Thatcher Lamp, TCNE, 
44.93. 400: 2. Josue Munoz, Homer, 52.52; 
3. Junius Snowball, Homer, 53.36; 4. Jessup 
Snowball, Homer, 55.27; 6. Rylan Parker, 
Homer, 55.64. 800: 4. Jes. Snowball, 
2:14.75. 1,600: 4. Caden Barclay, Homer, 
5:03.72; 6. Jude Ridenour, TCNE, 5:21.78. 
800 SMR: 1. Homer (A. Harris, E. Torticill, 

I. Barclay, J. Munoz), 1:40.67; 5. TCNE (D. 
Reinert, T. Lamp, L. Morgan, T. Anderson), 
1:49.62. 400 relay: 2. TCNE (B. Isom, J. 
Belt, D. Reinert, T. Anderson), 47.12; 5. 
Homer (E. Torticill, W. Baker, C. Huffman, 
A. Pelster), 49.39. 1,600 relay: 1. Homer (J. 
Snowball, A. Harris, R. Parker, J. Munoz), 
3:43.88. Distance medley: 1. Homer (J. 
Snowball, W. Rohde, G. Otterpohl, C. 
Barclay), 12:21.48; 2. TCNE (J. Ridenour, 
A. Isom, D. Lewellen, A. Snyder), 12:39.33. 
High jump: 1. Jackson Belt, TCNE, 5-10; 5. 
(Tie) Lamp, 5-6. Triple jump: 1. B. Isom, 42-
9.

HOMER: Knight boys take top honors at home meet
from Page 1A

OBITUARIES

Margaret Ann (Peggie) Schroeder, 89
It is with profound sadness that we announce the 

passing of Margaret Ann (Peggie) Schro-
eder, who left us on April 13, 2025, at the 
age of 89. Peggie was a devoted mother, 
a cherished friend, and a beacon of kind-
ness and strength to all who knew her. A 
Mass of Christian Burial will be at 11:30 
a.m. Monday, April 21, at St. Michael’s 
Catholic Church in South Sioux City, with 
Father Michael Keating as Celebrant. In-
terment will follow at St. Michael’s Cem-
etery of South Sioux City. Visitation, with 
the family present, will begin at 9 a.m. 
with a Rosary Service, followed by the 
visitation prior to the Mass, all at the church. In lieu 
of flowers, the family kindly requests that donations 
be made to St. Michael’s Catholic Church, 1315 1st 
Ave, South Sioux City, Nebraska 68776 in Peggie’s 
memory, to continue her legacy of compassion and 
generosity. Mohr & Becker-Hunt Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with arrangements. 

Born on Feb. 2, 1936, in Ponca,, Peggie was the 
third of nine children of Harold and Mary Smith. She 
graduated from Ponca Senior High School with the 
Class of 1953 and was proud to attend her 70th class 
reunion in 2023.

On August 31, 1956, she married Roger Schroeder, 
and together they raised five sons in South Sioux City. 
All five boys attended St. Michael’s Catholic School 
and South Sioux City High School, a testament to the 
family’s deep roots in both education and faith.

Peggie’s commitment to her church was unwaver-
ing. She served on the school board at St. Michael’s 
Parish and was always ready to lend a hand — 
whether it was making desserts and salads for events 
or simply offering her time and energy. Her warmth 

and joyful spirit brought light to every gathering.
Throughout her life, Peggie demon-

strated incredible dedication and work 
ethic, excelling in her career as a secretary 
for several insurance companies, includ-
ing A.M. Davis Insurance in Sioux City 
and Travelers Insurance in California. Of-
ten working two jobs, she was tireless in 
her efforts to support her family.

Above all, Peggie found her greatest 
joy in her family. Time spent with her 
children and grandchildren — and espe-
cially with her siblings — was what she 
treasured most. She loved Smith fam-

ily reunions, never missing a chance to play pitch, 
catch up with her siblings, nieces and nephews, and 
proudly show off her branch in Husker Red for the 
big family photos.

Peggie is survived by her sons Ronald (Tammy) 
of Lincoln; Richard (Miranda) of Hinton, Iowa; and 
Randall (Heather) of Neola, Iowa; Butch (Pat) Smith 
and Jack (Jeanne) Smith, sister Doris (Alan) Knut-
son; 20 grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren; 7 
great-great-grandchildren; and nearly 50 nieces and 
nephews who will forever cherish the memories they 
shared with her.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Harold 
and Mary Smith; her husband, Roger; sons Robert 
and Russell; and siblings Harold Eugene Smith, Ce-
cil Robert Smith, Harold Ronold Smith, Mary Judie 
Wisnieski and Susan (Bill) Church.

Family and friends are invited to join in celebrat-
ing Peggie’s extraordinary life, sharing stories and 
memories of the times spent together.

Peggie will be deeply missed but never forgotten. 
May she rest in eternal peace.

Schroeder

Extension Update
JACKIE

STEFFEN
Early Childhood

Extension Educator
Dakota County

2025 STEAM Imagination Guides

DAKOTA COUNTY COURT NEWS
Daniel R Alfaro, 33, South Sioux City; criminal 

mischief $0-500, jail 14 days; disturbing the peace, jail 80 
days

Brennan P. Drum, 44, Sioux City, Iowa; assault-threat-
en/menacing manner, jail 14 days; criminal trespass 2nd 
degree, jail 14 days

Techla J Ferguson, 28, Sioux City, Iowa; procure/sell 
alcohol to minor, fine $500; fail to appear or comply with 
citation, jail 7 days

Charles C Gordon, 43, waiver of extradition (Iowa) 
fugitive from justice

Anthony J Mcpherson, 39, waiver of extradition (Iowa) 
fugitive from justice

Angel E Torres, 19, Sioux City, Iowa; disturbing the 
peace, fine $150

Frances Adrian C De Leon, 27, Sioux City, Iowa; 
speeding 11-15 mph, fine $75; nonresident violate 30-day 
immunity, fine $300

Nicolas Mateo De Mateo Marcos, 37, Sioux City, 
Iowa; nonresident violate 30-day immunity, fine $150

Luis E Rosendo Moleiro, 26, Sioux City, Iowa; non-
resident violate 30-day immunity, jail 14 days

Alexys M Strom, 24, Sergeant Bluff, Iowa; DUI.15+, 
fine $500, community service 120 hours, revoked license 
1 year, probation 9 months

Robert M Newlin-Smith, 31, South Sioux City; drive 
under suspension/before reinstated, fine $100; no opera-
tor’s license, fine $500

Osbeli N Mendez Mendez, 23, South Sioux City; 
DUI-alcohol-1st offense, fine $500, probation 6 months, 
revoked license 60 days; no operator’s license, fine $150

Yurub I Mohamed, 19, South Sioux City; DUI-alco-
hol-1st offense, fine $500, probation 6 months, revoked 
license 60 days

Danya R Mejia Rivera, 33, Sioux City, Iowa; nonresi-
dent violate 30-day immunity, fine $500; speeding 6-10 
mph, fine $25

Evangeline E Frenchman, 51, Winnebago; drive under 
suspension/before reinstated, jail 14 days; no operator’s 
license, jail 14 days

Kerri A Morris, 35, Sioux City, Iowa; disturbing the 

peace, jail 14 days
Junior F Silo, 27, Sioux City, Iowa; false reporting 

misdemeanor, jail 14 days; nonresident violate 30-day 
immunity, jail 7 days

Amber D Snowball, 41, Sioux City, Iowa; waiver of 
extradition (Iowa) fugitive from justice

Harold D Thomas, 65, Sioux City, Iowa; waiver of 
extradition (Iowa) fugitive from justice

Jose G Andrade-Villalobos, 25, Sioux City, Iowa; 
theft-shoplifting $0-500, fine $750

Shaun M Thomas, 55, Sioux City, Iowa; drive under 
suspension/before reinstated, fine $150

Tiffany Tran, South Sioux City; assault-threaten, fine 
$300

Michael A Zytniowsky, 35, Dakota City; no proof of 
insurance, fine $150

Morghan Blackfish, 25, South Sioux City; leave 
accident-fail to furnish info 1st, jail 14 days, probation 24 
months

Angelica Segura, 26, Sioux City, Iowa; no proof of in-
surance, fine $300; no operator’s license, fine $500; drive 
under suspension/before reinstated, fine $100; no valid 
registration, fine $50

Marson Immy, 25, Sioux City, Iowa; DUI.15+, fine 
$500, jail 2 days, probation 9 months, revoked license 1 
year; nonresident violate 30-day immunity, fine $500, 
probation 9 months

Nohel Delao, waiver of extradition (Iowa) fugitive 
from justice

Steven Oftedal, 19, Macy; tobacco/electronic use 
under 21, fine $100; possession marijuana 1oz or less 1st 
offense, fine $300; speeding 6-10 mph, fine $25

Jacqueline S Blancarte, 43, South Sioux City; defen-
dant failed to appear

Ricky Perez, 24, false reporting, fine $1,000, probation 
24 months

Chase J Rainey, 37, DV assault 3rd cause bodily in-
jury, fine $500, jail 2 days

Katarina Roth, 30, fail to appear or comply with cita-
tion jail 7 days

MARRIAGE LICENSES
Michael James McCauley, 35, Canada, and Hannah 

Lea Kleinberg, 30, Mankato, Minnesota
David Jordano Castillo Hidalgo, 22, South Sioux City, 

and Stephanie Yojara Altamirano Nicholas, 18, South 
Sioux City

Juanfernando Tinajero Aguilar, 27, Sioux City, Iowa 
and Brandy Suarez, 25, Sioux City, Iowa

Ramon Gonzalez Jr, South Sioux City, and Andrea 

Lira Lira, 26, Dakota City
Brock James Linafelter, 29, South Sioux City, and Al-

lie Marie Vanek, 28, South Sioux City
Ronald Javier Nunez Olivar, 20, South Sioux City, and 

Clarissa Beth Gutierrez, 19, South Sioux City
Carter Thomas Copple, 23, Sioux Falls, S.D. and Bri-

ley Alison Pike, 22, Sioux Falls, S.D. 



The cost of home entertainment 
continues to rise. Many of us cut the 
cable or dish cord in favor of other 
entertainment delivery services Netf-
lix, Prime, and others. But the cost of 
these systems continue to grow more 
costly all the time. Thankfully, the 
library has all of your need for free 
home entertainment. 

Cover to Cover Book Club will 
discuss “The Villa” by Rachel 
Hawkins on, Monday, April 28 at 
3:30 p.m. “As kids, Emily and Chess 
were inseparable. But by their 30s, 
their bond has been strained by the 
demands of their adult lives. So 
when Chess suggests a girls’ trip to 
Italy, Emily jumps at the chance to 
reconnect with her best friend. Villa 
Aestas in Orvieto is a high-end holi-
day home now, but in 
1974, it was known as 
Villa Rosato, and rent-
ed for the summer by 
a notorious rock star, 
Noel Gordon. In an 
attempt to reignite his 
creative spark, Noel 
invites up-and-com-
ing musician, Pierce 
Sheldon to join him, 
as well as Pierce’s 
girlfriend, Mari, and 
her stepsister, Lara. But he also sets 
in motion a chain of events that leads 
to Mari writing one of the greatest 
horror novels of all time, Lara com-
posing a platinum album — and ends 
in Pierce’s brutal murder. As Emily 
digs into the villa’s complicated his-
tory, she begins to think there might 
be more to the story of that fate-
ful summer in 1974. That perhaps 
Pierce’s murder wasn’t just a tale 
of sex, drugs, and rock & roll gone 
wrong, but that something more sin-
ister might have occurred — and that 
there might be clues hidden in the 
now-iconic works that Mari and Lara 
left behind. Yet the closer that Em-
ily gets to the truth, the more tension 
she feels developing between her 
and Chess. As secrets from the past 
come to light, equally dangerous be-
trayals from the present also emerge 
— and it begins to look like the villa 
will claim another victim before the 
summer ends. Inspired by Fleetwood 
Mac, the Manson murders, and the 
infamous summer Percy and Mary 
Shelley spent with Lord Byron at a 
Lake Geneva castle — the birthplace 
of Frankenstein — The Villa wel-

comes you into its deadly legacy” — 
Provided by publisher.

The following are some books you 
may enjoy.

“The Reckoning” by John Grish-
am. Pete Banning was Clanton’s fa-
vorite son, a returning war hero, the 
patriarch of a prominent family, a 
farmer, father, neighbor, and a faith-
ful member of the Methodist church. 
Then one cool October morning in 
1946. he rose early, drove into town, 
walked into the church, and calmly 
shot and killed the Reverend Dexter 
Bell. As if the murder wasn’t shock-
ing enough, it was even more baf-
fling that Pete’s only statement about 
it — to the sheriff, to his defense at-
torney, to the judge, to his family and 
friends, and to the people of Clanton 
— was ‘I have nothing to say.’ And 
so the murder of the esteemed Rever-
end Bell became the most mysterious 
and unforgettable crime Ford County 
had ever known. 

“Joyland” by Stephen King. Set in 
a small-town North Carolina amuse-
ment park in 1973, Joyland tells the 
story of the summer in which college 
student Devin Jones comes to work 
as a carny and confronts the legacy of 
a vicious murder, the fate of a dying 
child, and the ways both will change 
his life forever.

“Just the Nicest Couple” by Mary 
Kubica. “Jake Hayes is missing. This 
much is certain. At first, his wife, 
Nina, thinks he is blowing off steam 
at a friend’s house after their heated 
fight the night before. But then a day 
goes by. Two days. Five. And Jake is 
still nowhere to be found. Lily Scott, 
Nina’s friend and coworker, thinks 
she may have been the last to see 
Jake before he went missing. After 
Lily confesses everything to her hus-
band, Christian, the two decide that 
nobody can find out what happened 
leading up to Jake’s disappearance, 
especially not Nina. But Nina is out 
there looking for her husband, and 
she won’t stop until the truth is dis-
covered” — Back cover.

Bilingual Book Club meets on 
Wednesday, April 30 at 5:30 p.m. We 
will be discussing the book “El Poder 
de las Palabras/The Power of Words” 
by Mariano Sigman (the book can be 
read in either Spanish or English). 
Mariano Sigman is also the author of 
“The Secret Life of the Mind.”

The Tea on IT is on Mondays from 
5-8 p.m. This is a time for walk-in 

tech help.

Tangled Yarns meets each Tuesday 
from 6-8 p.m. 

May Day Book Marks is the craft 
we will do on Thursday, May 1, at 2 
p.m. 

Goodwill of the Great Plains will 
be here to help with career prepara-
tion on Friday, May 2 at 10:30 a.m.

Home Entertainment from Hoopla. 
Hoopla is the place for home enter-
tainment. The following are some of 
the most popular items available on 
Hoopla.

“The Walking Dead: The Ones 
Who Live,” (Season One). An epic 
love story of two people kept apart 
by an unstoppable power, trying to 
find each other.

“Death in Paradise” (Season Three 
and others). DI Richard Poole is sent 
to the paradise island of Saint-Marie 
in the Caribbean to solve an impos-
sible murder. He hates sun, sea and 
sand, but no matter — once he’s 
solved the murder he’ll be head-
ing back to wonderful, cold, drizzly 
London. He does so, only to discover 
his boss back home has conspired to 
keep him there. He’s trapped on an 
island he hates and people just keep 
getting murdered.

“The Brokenwood Mysteries” 
(Season Three). Despite relishing the 
leisurely ways and quaint charms of 
country life, Detective Senior Ser-
geant Mike Shepherd (Neill Rea) 
knows all is not well in the pictur-
esque but murder-ridden town of 
Brokenwood. Along with his me-
thodical partner, Detective Kristin 
Sims (Fern Sutherland), and eager 
young DC Sam Breen (Nic Samp-
son), Shepherd must confront the 
violent impulses and roiling passions 
that can mar even the most serene 
locales. In these four feature-length 
mysteries, the detectives face down 
poisonous spiders, a real-life Clue 
board game gone wrong, the death of 
a classic-car enthusiast and someone 
killing the Christmas spirit. Filmed 
on location in New Zealand’s beauti-
ful North Island. 

Have a great week and remember 
that the library is your center for 
home entertainment.
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CHURCH  DIRECTORYCHURCH  DIRECTORY
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
21st & A Street, South Sioux City

402-494-1868

Worship................................... 10:00 a.m.

Rev. Beth Hamilton

GLAD TIDINGS 
LIGHTHOUSE

410 East 10th Street
402-494-2185

Sunday Worship Services: 
10:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.

Wed. Night Family Night: 7:00  p.m.

Pastor Michael R. Ring

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
218 West 18th Street

402-494-1847

Sunday Worship...........................9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class  
and Fellowship Hour..................10:30 a.m.

 

Rev. Michael Awe

DAKOTA COUNTY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH
2003 A Street • 402-494-4138

Facebook @ dakotacountyumparish

RIVER HILLS CHURCH
1101 5th Avenue

402-494-1852
Sundays
Sunday School........................... 9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship...................... 10:15 a.m.
Evening Worship......................... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesdays
Family Ministries......................... 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Kevin Roach

Sunday Services
St Paul UMC...........................................11:00 a.m.
Dakota City UMC......................................9:30 a.m.
Homer UMC..............................................8:00 a.m. 

Rev. Julie Raridan

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA

3601 Dakota Avenue
402-494-5461

Sunday School................................ 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship......................... 9:30 a.m.

 

Pastor Patti Meyer

SIOUXLAND COMMUNITY 
BIBLE CHURCH

17th & B Street          402-241-0744
www.scbible.org

Sunday School................................9:30 a.m.
Worship Service............................10:35 a.m.
Wed. Prayer/Bible Study.................6:30 p.m.

“Reformed by His Grace”
“Reforming for His Glory”
Pastor Richard Peralez

Dan
Nieman

Attend the largest organized rummage sale 
event in South Dakota!

48th Annual KINGSWOOD RUMMAGE SALES
— Sioux Falls, SD —

April 30th -May 2nd - 8 am-8 pm 
May 3rd - 8 am-5 pm

Individual sales dates/hours will vary. 
Rummages will be available on April 26 at 

kingswoodrummage.com/listing.

GRAND OPENING
Saturday May 3rd  | Kearney, NE

FREE
All Day

Events
art GROWS here

Art-Making Activities | Live Music & Performances
Exhibitions | Museum Enhancements | Lots More

Learn more at mona.unk.edu

The Library: your home 
entertainment place

By Lori Overfelt

By Stacie Johnson

Homer NEWS Submitted By Patti Trevett

LAURITSEN 
INSURANCE402-698-2584 • Homer, Nebraska

“For All Your Crop Insurance Needs”

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Greysen was all smiles after winning 
this smart bicycle after the Easter Egg 
Hunt on Saturday.

MX races this weekend
If you notice a bit of traffic in and 

out of town this weekend, it’s be-
cause Fiddler Creek Motocross Park 
is hosting its first race of the 2025 
season this weekend of April 25-26. 
Check it out!

Ribs this weekend, too!
Be sure to stop on down to the fire 

hall this Saturday, April 26 for some 
tasty ribs. Price is $15 for a half rack 
of ribs plus two sides. Doors open 
at 5 p.m. and will go until 8 p.m. or 
when ribs are sold out.

Reminder that curbside pickup is 
available.

Egg hunt wildly successful
The Homer Community Club was 

pleased to see the sun shining and 
the faces smiling at Saturday’s Eas-
ter Egg Hunt. Lots of eggs were col-
lected along with a dozen bicycles 
presented to winners in a drawing 
held at the park. 

Thanks so much to Gill Hauling 
for providing bikes and helmets for 
the give away at the event.

Summer ball gear coupon
Scheels has partnered with the 

Homer Community Club to offer an 
in-store or online coupon worth 20 
percent off baseball and softball ap-
parel, equipment, cleats, protective 
gear and accessories for this season.

Jump on the HCC Facebook 
page to access the coupons, which 
are good through Sunday, April 27. 
Shout out to Scheels for partnering 
with the HCC!

Cornhole tourney in May
The next sesquicentennial fund-

raising event, a Cornhole Tourna-
ment will be held on Saturday, May 
3, at the Homer Fire Hall.

Cost per team is $40 with sign-up 
at 11 a.m. that day, and bags fly at 
12 p.m. Cash prizes, an airmail chal-
lenge, concessions, and a cash bar 
are in the works for the day. Email 
homercelebration@gmail.com with 
any questions.

Organizers are on the lookout for 
donations and volunteers to help 
with this and future events to ensure 
a wonderful village celebration in 
June.

Mother’s Day plant sale
The third annual Mother’s Day 

Plant Sale will be held at the school 
on Friday, May 9, running all day.

Six- and eight-pack perenni-
als, hanging baskets, and more will 

again be offered. Let the juniors help 
your kids bring home something 
special for moms with all proceeds 
going toward next year’s prom costs.

Contact Mrs. Rohde at alisharo-
hde@homerknights.org with ques-
tions.

Homer Betterment merch
The Homer Betterment Commit-

tee is offering up a chance to “Rep 
your Roots” with some classy Hom-
er merchandise that shows off your 
hometown pride. This online sale is 
available to order through the HBC 
Facebook page.

Online ordering for Homer Days 
2025 ends on Wednesday, May 14. 
Limited time, limited quantity, so 
don’t wait!

Whether you grew up here, live 
here, or just love this little corner 
of the world, this is your chance to 
wear it loud and proud.

The story continues
State speech contests may have 

been over for a month, but that 
doesn’t mean the Homer speech and 
drama crew has been inactive. Nine 
students on the team qualified to rep-
resent themselves and their school at 
the National Individual Events Tour-
nament of Champions (NIETOC).

Through their success at meets 
throughout the regular season, these 
speakers will compete in Kansas 
City on May 16: Clover Hirsch, Ad-
dison Ziska, Bergan Lefdal, Michael 
Rice, Sam Shadbolt, Riley Oligm-
ueller, Ainsley Spurrell, Justice Bar-
clay, and Conner Probst.

The NIETOC is designed to give 
competitors an amazing competi-
tive experience. Champions in main 
events will receive scholarships.

Hiring paras 
Homer Community School is hir-

ing paraprofessional educators for 
the 2025-2026 school year.

Schedule is 7.5 hours per day on a 
178-day contract with a $14.43 start-
ing wage. Increased salary based on 
experience and education. Single 
health and dental insurance premium 
paid for by the district. Starting date 
is Aug. 14, 2025.

Send a letter of interest and re-
sume to Abbie Uhl, elementary 
principal, or Tom Coviello, second-
ary principal, at Homer Community 
School, Box 340, Homer, NE 68030. 
Email admins@homerknights.org 
with questions.

Cheer and dance teams 
selected

The new Homer spirit squads for 

2025-2026 were recently selected, 
according to new head coach Mea-
gan Harris-Pieper.

Selected to the cheer team: Madi-
son Roeber, captain; Rilee Barclay, 
co-captain; Alejandra Garcia, co-
captain; Izzy Pieper, co-captain; 
Claire Barclay, Waverly Barclay, 
Halle Cain, Hannah Cain, Hadley 
Heikes, Avery Kramper, Sydney 
Newlon, Janessa Overgaard, Liv 
Prenger, Ainsley Spurrell, and Ad-
dison Ziska.

Selected to the dance team: Bergan 
Lefdal, captain; Addison Ziska, cap-
tain; Hannah Cain, Hadley Heikes, 
Riley Oligmueller, Janessa Over-
gaard, Izzy Pieper, and Liv Prenger.

School activities
Thursday, April 24 – JH TR at Lyons, 11 

a.m.; JV TR at Ponca, 3:30 p.m.
Friday, April 25 – District Music Contest; 

Senior Trip.
Saturday, April 26 – JH TR at Lewis and 

Clark Conf. meet in Creighton, 9:30 a.m.; 
Senior Trip.

Monday, April 28 – JH TR at West Point 
Beemer, 3 p.m.

Tuesday, April 29 – V TR at Ponca, 3 
p.m.; Golf at Covington, 3:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 30 – Annual 6-12 
Kickball.

Thursday, May 1 – Golf at Twin Creeks, 
1 p.m.; 3–12 Art Show, 5-7 p.m.

Friday, May 2 – TeamMates Banquet, 1 
p.m.; Art Show, 5-7 p.m.; Pops Concert, 7 
p.m.

Easter Egg Hunt held
Another Easter Egg Hunt is in the books here in 

Hubbard. The Hubbard Family Fun Night group 
did such a great job getting everything put to-
gether, and the beautiful bright sunshine helped 
to make it feel warmer than it was. We had prize 
winners but I didn’t get their picture this year. The 
prize winners are Gleyber Huston, Melody Fra-
zier, Dominic Tighe, and Natalie Victor. Thank 
you to all the people behind the scene who work 

behind the scenes to make these events a success!

Farmers Market coming
It will soon be time for the Farmer’s Market. 

May 15, June 5, June 19, July 3, July 17, Aug. 7, 
Aug. 21, Sept. 4, Sept. 18, and Oct. 2. It’s not too 
late to be a vender and Mellany VanLent is still 
looking for food vendors for some of the dates. 
Please let Mellany know if you have any questions 
or concerns at 712-560-2477 or email her at hub-

bardbettermentcommittee@gmail.com. 

It’s planting season
I always like to remind people that is planting 

season here in the Midwest, so remember to drive 
patiently, respectfully, and aware of all those large 
pieces of equipment. And if you have to wait a lit-
tle longer than you like; us the time to thank God 
that you live where food is plentiful and ask for 
His provision for those who don’t.

(PHOTO BY LORI OVERFELT)
The sun was shining, even 
though the temperature was 
cool last Saturday for the 
annual Hubbard Easter Egg 
Hunt. Many family members 
gathered to watch the children 
run around to fill their basket 
with eggs filled with candy 
and prizes.
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STATEWIDES
ANNOUNCEMENT

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING works! Place 
your 25 word ad into thousands of Nebraska 
homes for $225. Contact your local newspa-
per or call 1-800-369-2850. 

HELLO NEBRASKA! Introducing www.
nepublicnotices.com, a new public notice 
website presented as a public service by 
all Nebraska newspapers. Free access, 
fully searchable – because democracy 
depends upon open government and your 
right to know. 

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop Creditor 
Harassment, Collection Calls, Repossession 
and Legal Actions! Speak to a Professional 
Attorney and Get the Help You NEED! Call 
NOW 844-215-3629

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release service. 
Send your message to 155 newspapers 
across Nebraska for one low price! Call 
1-800-369-2850 or www.nebpress.com for 
more details.

FOR SALE - INSURANCE

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-490-4149 www.
dental50plus.com/81 #6258

FOR SALE - SATELLITE

GET DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-877-
688-4784

FOR SALE - UTILITIES

PREPARE FOR power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-402-899-2584 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

GUN SHOW

KEARNEY GUN & Coin Show, April 26th and 
27th, Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Expo Center, Fairgrounds, Kearney, NE.

HOME SERVICES

DOES YOUR basement or crawl space need 
some attention? Call Thrasher Foundation 
Repair! A permanent solution for waterproof-
ing, failing foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty crawl spaces. FREE Inspection 
& Same Day Estimate. $250 off ANY project 
with code GET250. Call 1-844-958-3431

WANTED TO BUY

WE BUY 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with no hoops, haggles 
or headaches. Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-910-0760

WE BUY Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-855-714-0010

GARAGE SALE
RUMMAGE SALE

Multi-Family rummage, 504 E 25th St. SSC, 
Friday 9-5, Saturday 9-5, Sunday 11-4, 
cloths, exercise equipment, home décor, 
furniture, miscellaneous.

WAHOO OFFICE BUILDING & LOT AUCTION
FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2025 • 11 A.M.

OPEN HOUSE: April 27 & May 4, 2025 from 1-3 p.m.
Online bidding opens Friday, May 2 at 10 a.m. and closes Friday, May 9 at the completion of the auction. To register 

for online bidding, go to: Nebraska Realty Ag Division (hibid.com)
LEGAL: PT of TRACT 4 (NE 34-15-7) Commercial Park Addition to Wahoo (.91 Acres) 

Here is an opportunity to acquire a valuable commercial well-maintained office building located on the outskirts of Wa-
hoo, NE. This office building boasts excellent visibility and accessibility with easy access to major roadways and amenities. 
Said property sits on .91 acres and features approximately 6,262 sq. ft. of modern office space, conference room, ample 
parking and a main entry lobby. Included will be a 42’x40’ heated shop with a 12’x12’ overhead door and also a 60’x40’ 
machine shed for all of your storage needs. This property is a must see!! The property will be sold “AS IS”. 
2024 TAXES: TBD CLOSING: ON OR BEFORE JUNE 13, 2025 FULL POSSESSION: AT CLOSING

Tim Shanahan, Associate Broker: 
402-443-6767 (Cell) 
402-443-3415 (Office)

Dan Sanderson, Real Estate 
Sales/Auctioneer: 402-720-0768 (Cell)  
402-443-3415 (Office)

Brett Eddie, Agent: 
(402) 480-0014

412 N Linden St., Suite A, Wahoo, NE 68066 • www.nebraskafarmandland.com

Property Address & Auction Location: 511 Commercial Park Road, Wahoo
SELLER: LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD

Legal Notice
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

DAKOTA COUNTY, NEBRASKA 
CASE NO. CI 25-45 

IN RE: NAME CHANGE OF 
GLENDA JULIANA DIAZ 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
TAKE NOTICE that Glenda Juli-

ana Diaz, Petitioner, has filed a Peti-
tion for Name Change, which Petition 
requests their name be changed to 
Glenda Juliana Perez. The hearing 
on said Petition has been scheduled 
before the Honorable Judge Meis-
mer, Dakota County District Court 
Judge, District Courtroom of the 
Dakota County Courthouse, 1601 
Broadway Street, Dakota City, Ne-
braska on May 13, 2025 at 1:00pm. 

Ryan D. Caldwell 
CALDWELL LAW, LLC 

233 S. 13th Street, Suite 1100 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

(402) 957-2750 
Attorney for Petitioner.

Legal Notice
SECTION 00 10 00
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed Proposals for the con-
struction of “Hubbard Street Improve-
ments for the village of Hubbard,

Nebraska,” JEO Project No. 
232016.00, QuestCDN No. 9590687, 
will be received by JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. at 1909 Dakota Avenue, 
South Sioux City, NE 68776 un-
til 10:00 AM on the 1st day of May 
2025, and thereafter will be read 
aloud.

The work is generally described 
as follows: concrete paving, storm 
sewer construction.

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$1,150,000

Proposals will be taken for said 
construction work listed above by 
unit prices, as an aggregate bid for 
the entire project.

All Proposals for said construc-
tion work must be made on blanks 
furnished by the Engineer and must 
be accompanied by Bid Security of 
not less than 5% of the amount bid. 
Bid Security to be made payable to 
the Treasurer of the village of Hub-
bard as liquidated damages in case 
the bid is accepted and the bidder 
neglects or refuses, to enter into con-
tract and furnish bond in accordance 
herewith.

Copies of the contract documents 
are on file with the village of Hubbard 
for examination by bidders.

Complete digital project bidding 
documents are available at JEO’s 
website at jeo.com for $30.00. An op-
tional paper set of project documents 
is available for a non-refundable 
price of $100.00 per set. Please con-
tact Sandy Walker at 402.371.6416 
to coordinate your request and send 
your check to: 404 S 25th

Street, Ste. B, Norfolk, NE 68701. 
In order to bid the project, the con-
tract documents must be issued di-
rectly by JEO Consulting Group, Inc. 
or QuestCDN to the bidder.

VILLAGE OF 
HUBBARD, NEBRASKA

Jason Martineck, Chairperson
ATTEST: Lisa Bousquet, Clerk

PUBLISHED: Dakota County 
Star, April 10, 17 and 24, 2025

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION

OF
HOBO AG SERVICES, LLC

Notice is herby given that a Ne-
braska limited liability company has 
been organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska, as follows:

1. The name of the limited liability 
company is HOBO AG SERVICES, 
LLC (the “company”).

2. The street and mailing address 
of the initial desginated office of the 
Company is 1741 N. Bluff Rd., Hub-
bard, NE 68741.

3. The street and mailing address 
of the Company’s registered office in 
Nebraska is 1419 Dakota Ave., P.O. 
Box 215, South Sioux City, Nebras-
ka, 68776, and the name of the Com-
pany’s registered agent at that office 
is John C. Ehrich.

4. The company was organized 
and commenced on April 11, 2025, 
the Company shall be Manager man-
aged, and its duration is perpetual.

HOBO AG SERVICES, LLC
By Nathan Hogan, Organizer

JOHN C. EHRICH (BAR #24140)
BUCHHEIT & EHRICH LAW, 

PLC
1419 Dakota Ave.
P.O. Box 215
South Sioux City, NE 68776
(402) 412-2080
jack@buchheit-ehrich.com
Publish in the Dakota County Star 

Thursday, April 17, 24 and May 1, 
2025. - ZNEZ

Legal Notice
Concrete Panel Replacement
Jobs for City of South Sioux 

City, Nebraska for 2025
For complete scope and specifi-

cations please call 402.494.8167 or 
402.494.7548

Project Timeline: Panel replace-
ment can start on May 27th, 2025, 
and needs to be completed no later 
than August 15th, 2025

Bidding Timeline:  Bids need 
submitted to City Clerk’s office at 
1615 1st Avenue, no later than 1:00 
p.m. on May 1st, 2025.  Bids need to 
be sealed with (Concrete Panel) on 
the outside of the envelope.  Bids will 
be opened at 1:00 pm on May 1st, 
2025.  The City reserves the right to 
select the best bid, the best bid will 
be the determining factor.  Once the 
bidder has been selected and the 
insurance requirement verification 
listed on specification sheet are com-
pleted, an agreement will be signed 
and the project can proceed.  All 
contractors will be required to sign in 
as an E-verify company and have a 
Duns number provided previously, it 
is unnecessary to duplicate.

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION 
Notice is hereby given that BEAU-

TIFUL FRICTION LLC has been or-
ganized under the laws of the State 
of Nebraska. 

The address of the designated of-
fice of the Company is 905 W 21ST 
ST, SOUTH SIOUX CITY, NE 68776 
The initial agent for service of pro-
cess is JOSELIY RAMIREZ, 304 S 
RIDGE DR, SOUTH SIOUX CITY, 
NE 68776. 

The general nature of the busi-
ness will be to engage in the transac-
tion of any or all lawful business, for 
which a limited liability company may 
be organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska. 

The Company commenced its 
existence on January 2019, and its 
duration shall be perpetual. 

Organizer Name: Joseliy 
Ramirez.

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the 

Dakota County Board of Com-
missioners will hold their regular 
scheduled meeting on Monday, April 
28, 2025, at 3:00 p.m. at the Dakota 
County Courthouse, 1601 Broadway 
Street, Dakota City, and which said 
meeting is open to the public.  The 
agenda for this meeting will be kept 
continually current and available to 
the public at the County Clerk’s Of-
fice.  

Cherie Conley, County Clerk

Legal Notice
PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to the Neb.Rev.St. §§ 
21-193 & 21-117, notice is hereby 
given that the undersigned has 
formed a limited liability company 
under the Nebraska Uniform Limited 
Liability Company Act. 

The name of the Limited Liability 
Company is Beemer Construction, 
LLC

The street address of the Com-
pany’s initial registered office in Ne-
braska is 3314 A Street, South Sioux 
City, NE 68776 and the name of its 
registered agent at such address is 
Ramon Bernal Medina.  The mail-
ing address for the Company’s initial 
registered agent office is PO Box 
#34, South Sioux City, NE 68776

The street address of the Com-
pany’s initial designated office in Ne-
braska is 3314 A Street, South Sioux 
City, NE 68776. The mailing address 
of the Company’s initial designated 
office in Nebraska is PO Box #34, 
South Sioux City, NE 68776.

This company is organized to 
engage in and to do any lawful busi-
ness for any lawful purpose, for 
which a limited liability company may 
be organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

The Company’s duration is per-
petual beginning on the date the Cer-
tificate of Organization was filed with 
the Secretary of State of the State of 
Nebraska.

The affairs of the limited liability 
company are conducted by manag-
ers, members and such other offi-
cers as may be provided for in the 
Operating Agreement.

Ramon Bernal Medina - Man-
ager/Member

Camille S. Brown, Organizer
700 4th Street, #300
Sioux City, IA 51101

Legal Notice
Public Notice

The Siouxland Interstate Metro-
politan Planning Council (SIMPCO) 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) and the Siouxland Regional 
Transportation Planning Association 
(SRTPA) FY 26 Transportation Plan-
ning Work Program

Both the SIMPCO MPO and the 
SRTPA are in the process of develop-
ing the Draft FY 2026 Transportation 
Planning Work Programs (TPWP) 
with approval scheduled for the MPO 
on May 8, 2025, and May 22, 2025 
for the SRTPA. The TPWP describes 
the transportation planning activities 
staff will undertake during the next 
fiscal year. Each major activity is de-
scribed in detail to include the task, 
objective, previous work, project de-
scription, future products, and bud-
gets on each activity. Draft FY 2026 
TPWPs are now available for public 
comment. The documents may be 
viewed at SIMPCO: 6401 Gordon 
Drive, Sioux City IA 51106. The doc-
uments may also be viewed on the 
SIMPCO website: https://simpco.
org/divisions/transportation-planning

The SIMPCO MPO planning 
area includes the Sioux City Metro: 
Sioux City, Sergeant Bluff, portions 
of Woodbury Co., and portions of 
Plymouth Co. in Iowa; South Sioux 
City, Dakota City, and portions of Da-
kota County in Nebraska; and North 
Sioux City, Dakota Dunes, and por-
tions of Union Co. in South Dakota.

The SRTPA planning area in-
cludes the rural portions of Wood-
bury, Plymouth, Cherokee, Ida and 
Monona counties in Iowa.

Please submit all comments on 
the Draft FY 2026 TPWPs on or be-
fore May 2, 2025 to Michelle Bos-
tinelos, Executive Director, SIMPCO 
712-279-6286 or by email at mbos-
tinelos@simpco.org

The SIMPCO MPO Policy Board 
meeting will be held on May 8, 2025 
at 1:30 p.m. at SIMPCO (6401 Gor-
don Drive, Sioux City) AND via Zoom 
video/conference call. The SRTPA 
Policy Board meeting will be held on 
May 22, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. at SIMP-
CO (6401 Gordon Drive, Sioux City) 
AND via Zoom video/conference call. 
To participate electronically please 
contact SIMPCO by email at tonia@
simpco.org or 712-279-6286 to ob-
tain Zoom meeting ID and passcode.

The MPO and SRTPA Policy 
Board meetings are open to all in-
dividuals. Any person with a special 
need requiring a reasonable ac-
commodation or transportation to 
participate in aPolicy Board meeting 
should contact the SIMPCO office at 
712-279-6286 at least two (2)busi-
ness days prior to the meeting.

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF AMENDED AND 
RESTATED ARTICLES OF 

INCORPORATION OF 
NORTHEAST NEBRASKA 
TELEPHONE COMPANY

Pursuant to Section 21-2,229 
of the Nebraska Model Business 
Corporation Act (the “Act”), notice 
is hereby given that the Articles 
of Incorporation (the “Articles”) of 
Northeast Nebraska Telephone 
Company, a Nebraska non-profit 
corporation (the “Corporation”), have 
been amended and restated by the 
Amended and Restated Articles of 
Incorporation which were duly ap-
proved and adopted by the board of 
directors of the Corporation on Feb-
ruary 19, 2025, and were filed with 
the Nebraska Secretary of State on 
February 24, 2025 (the “Amended 
and Restated Articles”).

A brief resume of the changes in-
cluded in the Amended and Restated 
Articles is as follows:

a. Restated the original Articles 
and all amendments thereto into a 
single document;

b. Updated the Corporation’s prin-
cipal office address and registered 
agent name and address; and

c. Removed names and address-
es of original incorporators of the 
Corporation.

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 
THE FIVE YEAR CONSOLIDATED 
PLAN: 2025-2029 AND THE YEAR 

ONE ACTION PLAN FOR THE 
SIOUX CITY CONSORTIUM

You are hereby notified that a 
public hearing on the Five Year Con-
solidated Plan: 2025-2029 and the 
Year One Action Plan for the Sioux 
City Consortium will take place on 
May 8, 2025.The Sioux City Consor-
tium is made up of the City of South 
Sioux City, Nebraska, the City of Da-
kota City, Nebraska, and the City of 
Sioux City, Iowa. 

The Five Year Consolidated Plan: 
2025-2029 and the Year One Action 
Plan for the Sioux City Consortium is 
prepared in order for members of the 
Sioux City Consortium to be able to 
submit applications for housing and 
community development programs 
with the United States Department 
of Housing and Urban Development.  
The purpose of this hearing is to 
provide the opportunity for citizens, 
public agencies, and other inter-
ested parties to comment on how to 
use Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds, HOME Invest-
ment Partnership (HOME) funds, 
and Emergency Solutions Grant 
(ESG) funds.

The public hearing will be held 
May 8, 2025, in the City of Sioux City 
Council Chambers, Fifth Floor of City 
Hall, 405 Sixth Street, Sioux City, 
Iowa, and is scheduled to begin at 
4:00 p.m. local time.

Published in the Dakota 
County Star on April 17, 2025

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF MEETING

DAKOTA COUNTY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 011

IN THE STATE OF NEBRASKA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

a Committee of the Whole Meeting 
of the Board of Education of Dakota 
County School District 011, more 
commonly known as South Sioux 
City Community Schools, will start at 
4:00 P.M. on Monday April 28, 2025, 
in the South Sioux City High School 
Library, 3301 G Street, South Sioux 
City, Nebraska, the meeting will be 
open to the public.  An agenda for 
such a meeting, kept continually cur-
rent, is available for public inspection 
at the School Administration Office of 
said District, at 210 West 39th Street, 
South Sioux City, Nebraska, during 
normal business hours.

Dr. Rony Ortega, 
Superintendent



ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Village of Pender
Pender, Nebraska

Village of Pender (Owner) is 
requesting Bids for the construc-

tion of the following Project:
Collection System Improvements

Pender, NE - 2025
Bids for the construction of the 

Project will be received at the Pend-
er Community Center located at 614 
Main Street, Pender, NE, 68047, until 
May 6, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. local time. 
At that time the Bids received will be 
publicly opened and read.

The Project includes the following 
Work: This bid section consists of the 
construction of approximately 7,800 
LF of 8 to 15-inch sanitary sewer 
main, the demolition and restoration 
of approximately 20,000 SY of pave-
ment, the cleaning, pipe preparation, 
and cured-in-place-pipe rehabilita-
tion of approximately 25,340 LF of 8 
to 24-inch sanitary sewer main, sani-
tary sewer service reinstatements, 
video inspection, dewatering (if nec-
essary), bypass pumping (if neces-
sary), traffic control, and associated 
incidental items of work as specified 
herein and indicated on the drawings 
for an acceptable and complete in-
stallation.

This project involves STATE RE-
VOLVING FUND PROGRAM/FED-
ERAL AND STATE REQUIREMENT 
SECTION

1-DAVIS-BACON ACT WAGE 
DETERMINATIONS

“Contractors and subcontractors 
on USEPA federally assisted con-
struction projects are required to pay 
their laborers and mechanics wages 
not less than those established by 
the U.S. Department of Labor. A cur-
rent wage decision containing the 
appropriate building and/or heavy 
type rates is included in the specifi-
cations for bidding purposes.” 

2-DEBARMENT AND SUSPEN-
SION

“The prospective participants 
must certify by submittal of EPA Form 
5700-49, Certification Regarding 
Debarment, Suspension and Other 
Responsibility Matters, that to the 
best of its knowledge and belief that 
it and its principals are not presently 
debarred, suspended, proposed for 
debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from covered 
transactions by any federal depart-
ment or agency.” 

3-NONDISCRIMINATION IN EM-
PLOYMENT

“Bidders on this work will be re-
quired to comply with the President’s 
Executive Order No. 11246. Require-
ments for bidders and contractors 
under this order are explained in the 
specifications.” 

4-DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS 
ENTERPRISE (DBE)

“Each bidder must fully comply 
with the requirements, terms and 
conditions of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise (DBE) require-
ments, including the fair share ob-
jectives for disadvantaged business 
participation during the performance 

of this contract. The bidder commits 
itself to the fair share objective for 
disadvantaged business participa-
tion contained herein and all other 
requirements, terms and conditions 
of these bid conditions by submitting 
a properly signed bid.” 

5-AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL 
PRODUCTS

“On January 17, 2014, H.R. 3547, 
“Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2014,” was enacted. Section 436 
of the Act requires that none of the 
appropriated funds may be used for 
the construction, alteration, main-
tenance, or repair of a public water 
system or treatment works unless all 
of the iron and steel products used 
in the project are produced in the 
United States, unless a waiver is pro-
vided to the recipient by EPA. Condi-
tions for the waiver are found under 
the Information for Bidders. The term 
“iron and steel products” means the 
following products made primarily of 
iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes 
and fittings, manhole covers and 
other municipal castings, hydrants, 
tanks, flanges, pipe clamps and re-
straints, valves, structural steel, re-
inforced precast concrete, and con-
struction materials.”  

For more information on AIS, 
please visit: https://www.epa.gov/
cwsrf/state-revolving-fund-american-
iron-and-steel-ais-requirement.

6-BUILD AMERICA, BUY AMER-
ICA

“On November 15, 2021, the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) 
(also known as the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)) was 
passed. Section 70901 of Public Law 
117-58, et seq., as amended, and 
Section 70914(a) of the IIJA require 
that Federal funding for infrastruc-
ture, including Wastewater Treat-
ment and Public Water System proj-
ects, complies with the Build America 
Buy America (BABA) Act. Absent a 
waiver, all iron, steel manufactured 
products, and construction materi-
als permanently incorporated into an 
infrastructure project receiving BIL 
funding or are an SRF Equivalency 
project as match for Federal fund-
ing, are subject to the BABA require-
ments and must be produced in the 
United States. 

This project is subject to the Build 
America, Buy America Act (BABAA) 
requirements under Title IX of the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act (IIJA), Pub. L. 117-58, §§ 70901-
70953. 

The following waivers apply to this 
Contract: BABAA De Minimis, Small 
Grants, and Minor Components

Bidder shall be registered on 
Sam.gov in order to submit a bid.

A pre-bid conference for the Proj-
ect will be held on Tuesday, April 15, 
2025, at 11:00 a.m., at the Pender 
Community Center, Pender, Nebras-
ka. Attendance at the pre-bid confer-
ence is encouraged but not required.

Engineer’s Estimate:
$6,100,000.00
A complete set of plans, specifica-

tions, contract documents and pro-
posal form MUST be obtained from  

www.questcdn.com for a fee of $22 
(nonrefundable). Once logged into 
the site, insert eBidDoc project num-
ber 9610214 Pender, NE, Collection 
System Improvements, Pender, NE - 
2025; Or for viewable only at Olsson 
at 1707 Dakota Avenue, South Sioux 
City, NE.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding 
Documents is:

Olsson
1707 Dakota Avenue
South Sioux City, Nebraska 68776
Bid security shall be furnished in 

accordance with the Instruction to 
Bidders.  The check(s) or bond(s) 
shall be made payable to Owner as 
security that the bidder(s) to whom 
the award(s) are made will enter into 
contract to build the improvements 
bid upon and furnish the required 
bonds and insurance.  

The Owner reserves the right to 
accept any bid which it deems most 
advantageous to the Owner, and to 
reject any or all bids submitted and 
to hold as many bids as it desires 
for consideration for a period of sixty 
days after the bids are open.

For all further requirements re-
garding bid submittal, qualifications, 
procedures, and contract award, re-
fer to the Instructions to Bidders that 
are included in the Bidding Docu-
ments.

This Advertisement is issued by:
Owner: Village of 
Pender, Nebraska
By: Glen Gralheer

Publish April 24 and May 1, 2025 
— ZNEZ
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Dakota County Board of Commissioners
Monday, April 14, 2025

3:00 p.m. Regular Business Meeting
County Board Meeting Room, First Floor

Dakota County Courthouse, Dakota City, Nebraska
Dakota County Courthouse, Dakota City, Nebraska

Legal Abbreviations for this ad: the title Commissioner 
has been omitted before each Commissioner’s name, “-“  
= moved, seconded by; Roll Call Vote Unanimous Motion 
Carried = RCVUMC

   Chair Hohenstein called the meeting to order at 3:00 
p.m. Pledge of Allegiance was recited at the Board of 
Equalization meeting. Present at Roll Call:  Hohenstein, 
Rodriguez, Van Berkum, Bousquet, Reed. Absent: None. 
Also present was Kim Watson, County Attorney and Che-
rie Conley, County Clerk, acting as Board Secretary. The 
location of the Open Meetings Act was noted. 

   Van Berkum “-“ to approve the consent agenda 
items: (a) approval of the previous meeting minutes – 
March 31, 2025; (b) approval of payroll claims for March 
30 to April 12,  2025; (c) approval of payroll accounts 
payable claims; (d) approval of accounts payable claims-
none; and (e) approval of Noxious Weed Annual Report 
for 2024. RCVUMC

   Payroll: General Fund Employer: Gross Sala-
ries-$189,678.36; Net Pay-$136,235.00; Total Re-
tirement-$13,705.33; Total FICA-$14,038.62; Health 
Plan-$44,240.00; Dental Plan-$1,600.00; Life In-
surance-$212.30; Road Fund Employer: Gross 
Salaries-$22,592.61; Net Pay-$16,908.17; Retire-
ment-$1,524.97; Total FICA-$1,718.45; Health Plan-
$4,480.00; Dental Plan-$160.00; Life Insurance-$19.51; 
Health Planning Grant Employer 2502: Gross Sala-
ries-$1,637.61; Net Pay-$1,233.24; Retirement-$110.54; 
Total FICA-$121.45; Health Plan-$560.00; Life Insur-
ance-$2.55; Health Program Grant Employer 2504: 
Gross Salaries-$1,844.95; Net Pay-$1,443.64; Retire-
ment-$118.58; Total FICA-$138.34; Health Plan-$560.00; 
Dental Plan-$20.00; Life Insurance-$2.55; Juvenile Ser-
vices Aid Employer 2507: Gross Salaries-$1,620.00; Net 
Pay-$1,342.76; Retirement-$109.35; Total FICA-$121.13; 
Dental Plan-$20.00; Life Insurance-$2.55.

   Payroll Accounts Payable: General Fund: Collection 
Service Center, garnishment-$564.45; Colonial Life & Ac-
cident, life insurance premium-$248.73;  Dental Account, 
premium-$2,104.00; FSA Dep Care - $208.33; FSA Medi-
cal - $1,073.08; Health Plan, premium-$47,790.00; Fra-
ternal Order of Police #49, union dues-$850.00; Federal 
Withholding, federal taxes-$13,167.94; Globe Life Lib-
erty, premium-$154.04; Legalshield, premium-$128.64; 
Life Insurance, premium-$212.30; Nationwide Retire-

ment Solutions, contributions-$1542.00; Nebraska 
Child Support, garnishments-$766.61; Neb Dept of 
Revenue, state taxes-$6,625.59; Ameritas Retirement, 
contributions-$23,201.84; Social Security, FICA & MEDI-
$28,077.24; VSP, premium-$524.82. Road Fund:  Collec-
tion Service Center, garnishment-$243.96; Colonial Life & 
Accident, life insurance premium-$38.23; Dental Account, 
premium-$160.00; Health Plan, premium-$4,480.00; 
Federal Withholding, federal taxes-$1,599.24; Globe Life 
Liberty, premium-$6.50; Legalshield, premium-$38.91; 
Life Insurance, premium-$19.51; Neb Dept of Revenue, 
state taxes-$772.92; Nebraska Public Empl Local 251, 
union dues-$165.00; Ameritas Retirement, contribu-
tions-$2,541.67; Social Security, FICA & MEDI-$3,436.90; 
VSP, premium-$84.53; Insurance Fund 1275: Mid-
American Benefits -medical claims $24,723.23; Health 
Fund 2502: DC FSA–medical claims-$50.00; Medical 
Account, premium-$560.00; Federal Withholding, fed-
eral taxes-$103.27; Life Insurance, premium-$2.55; Neb 
Dept of Revenue, state taxes-$55.96; Ameritas Retire-
ment, contributions-$184.23; Social Security, FICA & 
MEDI-$242.90; Health Fund 2504:  Dental Account, pre-
mium-$41.00; Health Plan, premium-$560.00; Federal 
Withholding, federal taxes-$98.68; Life Insurance, pre-
mium-$2.55; Neb Dept of Revenue, state taxes-$48.57; 
Ameritas Retirement, contributions-$197.64; Social Se-
curity, FICA & MEDI-$276.68; VSP, premium-$15.66; 
Juvenile Services Fund 2507: Dental Account, premi-
um-$41.00; Life Insurance, premium-$2.55; Neb Dept 
of Revenue, state taxes-$46.55; Ameritas Retirement, 
contributions-$182.25; Social Security, FICA & MEDI-
$242.26; VSP, premium-$15.66.

   Bousquet “-“ Reed to approve the Interlocal Agree-
ment for Use of Animal Services Facilities between the 
City of South Sioux City and Dakota County. RCVUMC.

   Bousquet “-“ Van Berkum to approve Bounna Pome-
phanh, Wat Buddharam of Siouxland Inc. Special Desig-
nated Liquor License for a fundraising event on May 25, 
2025 from 1:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. RCVUMC.

  Van Berkum “-“ Bousquet to approve the purchase 
of the Sioux City Yamaha – Yamaha 2024 Kawasaki 
Ridge-$25,584.50 for the Weed/Sign department and 
Road department. RCVUMC.

   Jolene Gubbels, Highway Superintendent, presented 
the Bi-weekly Road Report for March 30 to April 12, 2025. 

   Van Berkum moved  to adjourn the meeting. All in 
favor. Chair Hohenstein adjourned the Board of Commis-
sioners meeting of April 14, 2025, at 3:33 p.m.

Dakota County Board of Commissioners
Martin Hohenstein Chair

Cherie Conley, County Clerk/Secretary 

Dakota County
Board of Commissioners

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Da-

kota County Board of Equalization 
will hold a regular meeting on Mon-
day, April 28, 2025, at 2:45 PM at the 
Dakota County Courthouse, 1601 
Broadway Street, Dakota City, which 
said meeting is open to the public.  
The agendas for these meetings will 
be kept current and available to the 
public at the County Clerk’s Office.	

Cherie Conley, County Clerk

Legal Notice
Certificate of Organization

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Name of the Limited Liability 

Company: JCK Beacom Properties, 
LLC

Street and mailing address of the 
initial designated office: 606 W 13th 
st South Sioux City , Neb 68776

Name of the initial agent for ser-
vice of process: Caroline Cunning-
ham

Effective date if other than the 
date filed: 7/24/2024

Published in the Dakota County 
Star Thursday, April 24, 2025-ZNEZ Legal Notice

NOTICE OF MEETING
Notice is hereby given that a reg-

ular meeting of the Mayor and City 
Council of the City of South Sioux 
City will be held on Monday, May 
12th, 2025 and Tuesday, May 27th, 
2025 at 5:00 p.m., in the CITY HALL 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 1615 – 1ST 
AVENUE.  All meetings will be open 
to the public.  An agenda for such 
meeting, kept continuously current, 
is available for public inspection at 
the office of the City Clerk at the City 
Hall. 

/s/ Nanci Walsh, City Clerk

City of South Sioux City
A meeting of the City Council of 

the City of South Sioux City, Nebras-
ka, was held at the South Sioux City 
Council Chambers, 1615 1st Avenue 
in said City on the 14th day of April 
2025, at 5:00 P.M. 

Present: Mayor Rod Koch and 
Council Members: James Gunsolley, 
Dan Bousquet, Ben Schultz, Monty 
Peters, Randy Meyer, Mahamud Os-
man and Yahaira Schultz.   Absent: 
Jasper Kriens

Media in attendance: Dakota 
County Star.  Notice of the proceed-
ing was given in advance thereof by 
advertising in the Dakota County Star 
and Mundo Latino attached to these 
minutes.  Notice of the proceedings 
was given to the Mayor and all mem-
bers of the Council and a copy of their 
acknowledgement of receipt of notice 
and the agenda is attached to these 
minutes. Availability of the agenda 
was communicated in advance notice 
to the Media, Mayor and Council of 
this proceeding and was open to the 
attendance of the public.

Mayor Koch, stated that a cur-
rent copy of the Open Meetings Act 
is posted on the north wall in the 
rear of the Council Chambers and is 
available for review by citizens in at-
tendance. A sign-in sheet is available 
at the entrance to Council Chambers.  
We ask for your assistance by signing 
in as this is a Federal Grant require-
ment.  It is strictly voluntary to com-
plete the sign-in sheet.

Peters motioned, seconded by 
Bousquet to excuse Jasper Kriens 
from the Council meeting.  Voting 
Aye: Gunsolley, Bousquet, B. Schul-
tz, Peters, Meyer, Osman and Y. 
Schultz.  Voting No: none

Meyers motioned to approve the 
following items on the agenda (cer-
tain items from the consent agenda 
were removed to be discussed and 
voted on separately).  Motion was 
seconded by Peters.

MINUTES: Council – 
             March 24th, 2025; Public 

Works – March 17th, 2025 and April 
7th, 2025; Finance – April 9th, 2025

CLAIMS – April 14th, 2025 
Treasurer’s Report ending – 

March 31st, 2025
Authorization to go out for bids for 

concrete panel replacement
Purchase of a 2025 Chevrolet 

Colorado - $37,727.00 for the Fiber 
Department (Capital purchase – state 
bid)

Mainly Marathons – Monday, May 
12th, 2025 (Crystal Cove - starting at 
0600 and finish roughly at 1600. Ar-
riving on May 11 to begin set up)

Church League baseball agree-
ment 

Approval of Manager’s License 
for Joseph Langseth, Tabacco Hut @ 
1903 Dakota Avenue. 

Approval of managers Application 
– Jonathon Mileham, Kum and Go @ 
3808 Dakota Avenue. 

City of South Sioux City, Dakota 
City and Dakota County Stormwater 
Management Plan 2025.  

Stormwater Plan - 2024 Annual 
Report 

Dakota / Thurston County Fair Pa-
rade – July 31st, 2025 starting at 6:00 
p.m. 

Volunteer Fire Department would 
like to hold an Art Fair in Memorial 
Hall as a fundraiser – July date to be 
determined 

2025 Sign Company Licenses 
Information only: Empirical Traffic 

Light Intersection update: The traffic 
control box has been installed 

Olsson
$2,378.38 – Hovey Development 

Phase III
$6,841.50 – New Water Treatment 

Plant.
$2,500.00 – Interconnect Water 

Main 
JEO:
$2,145.00 – 2024 Flood Repair 

and Mitigation Strategies
HDR
$30,173.65 – WWTF Operations 

Advisory Services.  
$82,787.16 – Wastewater Treat-

ment Facility Expansion. 
Voting Yes: 7, No: 0 
B. Schultz motioned to approve 

council affiliated claim for the 2025 
Annual Chamber Banquet – $100.00, 
Randy Meyer.  Motion was seconded 
by Gunsolley.  Voting Yes: 6, No: 0 

Abstain: 1
Bousquet motioned to approve 

part time cleaning person 6 days a 
week for the South Sioux City Library.  
Motion was seconded by Meyer.  Vot-
ing Yes: 7, No: 0 

Meyer motioned to approve Sub-
Surfco’s bid at $423.500.00 for the 
construction of the Timberline Lift 
Station. Motion was seconded by Pe-
ters.  Voting Yes: 7, No: 0

Meyer motioned to approve the 
Cinco de Mayo Celebration on May 
3rd, 2025 on 1st Avenue.  Motion was 
seconded by Y. Schultz.  Voting Yes: 
7, No: 0

Engineers from JEO Consult-
ing Group and Olsson were present 
to give updates and to answer any 
question on various projects in the 
city.  No Action taken.

D. Bousquet motioned to approve 
the Arbor Day Proclamation, second-
ed by Gunsolley.  Voting Yes: 7, No: 0

Proclamation Week of the Young 
Child / Child Abuse Prevention was 

presented. 
At 5:32 p.m. Mayor Koch opened 

the PUBLIC HEARING regarding 
new liquor license.  La Perla Del Mar 
Bar and Grill at 618 Dakota Avenue, 
South Sioux City.  License Type: 
Class C Beer, Wine, Spirits On and 
Off Sale.  There was no one pres-
ent requesting special services or to 
speak in favor of or in opposition to 
the new liquor license.  At 5:33 p.m., 
Mayor Koch declared the hearing 
closed.

Bousquet motioned approval of 
new liquor license for La Perla Del 
Mar Bar and Grill at 618 Dakota Ave-
nue, South Sioux City.  License Type: 
Class C Beer, Wine, Spirits On and 
Off Sale. Seconded by Meyer.  Voting 
Yes: 7, No: 0

The following items were post-
poned from the agenda due to no 
quorum at Planning and Zoning no 
motion of recommendation:

PUBLIC HEARING: Conditional 
Use permit, residential use in a com-
mercial (C3) zoning district, 615 West 
15th Street.  

Public Hearing - Conditional use 
Permit – Residential Use in a Com-
mercial Zoning District – 204 West 
22nd Street. (residential use in a 
commercial (C3) zoning district. The 
subject property is located at 204 
West 22nd Street legally described 
as Lots 4 and East ½ Lot 5 Block 20 
Moans Addition.)

PUBLIC HEARING - Rezoning re-
quest, R2b Residential to Mixed Use, 
1100 Arbor Drive.  Rezoning 20 acres, 
located at 1100 Arbor Drive, from R2b 
residential to MU Mixed Use.  

ORDINANCE 2025-01 Rezoning 
1100 Arbor Drive

Peters motioned to approve 
body cams for police department – 
Axon Enterprise in the amount of 
$72,181.72.  Seconded by Meyer.  
Voting Yes: 7, No: 0

Meyer motioned approval to sub-
mit DR4778 HMGP (Hazard Mitiga-
tion Grant Program) with a 75/25 
funding split based on a total cost 
of $250,000, FEMA/NEMA share 
$187,500 and City share $62,500. 
Seconded by Y. Schultz.  Voting Yes: 
7, No: 0

Meyer motioned to approve the  
Dakota Avenue Crosswalk Study, 
2024-2025 – SIMPCO – and autho-
rization to submit grant application, 
seconded by Peters.  Voting Aye: 
Gunsolley, Bousquet, B. Schultz, Pe-
ters, Meyer, Osman and Y. Schultz.  
Voting No: none

B. Schultz motioned to approve 
the following grant items, seconded 
by Peters:

“Approval to purchase LCPTrack-
er, a Department of Labor DOL Da-
vis-Bacon compliance auditing and 
tracking platform. The software will 
perform the required monitoring of 
contractor and subcontractor certi-
fied payrolls for the water intercon-
nect project. The purchase includes a 
one-time setup fee of $6,500 and an 
annual recurring fee of $1,399, for a 
total initial cost of $7,899.” 

Approval to submit application to 
the NE Department of Economic De-
velopment Housing Affordable Trust 
Fund for 15-Owner Occupied Hous-
ing Rehabilitation program homes for 
families meeting 80% or lower LMI. 
The city is proposing to subcontract 
with SIMPCO for Housing Manage-
ment up to $75,000, general adminis-
tration costs up to $5,000, contract for 
qualified Lead Base Testing ($1,500 
per unit) $22,500, and contract for 
rehabilitation up to $40,000 per unit 
or $600,000. The grant request is 
$702,500 with $25,000 cash match 
for rehabilitation costs from the Gen-
eral Fund totaling $727,500. 

Approval to submit application to 
the NE Department of Economic De-
velopment Housing Affordable Trust 
Fund (NAHTF) for a $300,000 grant 
(up to $30,000/unit) for 10-Down 
Payment Assistance new construc-
tion options for families meeting 
120% or lower Low-to-Moderate In-
come throughout the city.  Addition-
ally, the city is proposing general ad-
ministration costs up to $5,000 and 
Housing Management up to $25,000. 
The grant request is $330,000 with 
$30,000 cash match for rehabilitation 
costs from the General Fund totaling 
$360,000. 

Approval to submit application to 
the Papio Missouri Natural Resource 
District (NRD) - Recreation Area De-
velopment Program for a $50,000 
grant to install a pour-in-place foun-
dation for Freedom Park play struc-
ture, an effort by the Park’s Depart-
ment to transition all playgrounds 
with pour-in-place foundations. Total 
project cost is estimated at $110,150. 
City will submit application to NE De-
partment of Environment and Energy 
for 25% cost reimbursement totaling 
$27,538 with the remaining balance 
of $22,462 city cost share from the 
General Fund. 

Approval to submit application to 
the Papio Missouri Natural Resource 
District (NRD) - Recreation Area De-
velopment Program for a $50,000 
grant for a Baumer Park play struc-
ture with a pour-in-place foundation 
and ADA walkway. Total project cost 
is estimated at $281,546. City will 
submit additional applications to low-
er city cost share, reducing the city 

cost share to $77,398 or less.
Approval to submit application to 

the Missouri River Historical Devel-
opment (MRHD) – Target Grant for 
$25,000 toward the costs of a new 
play structure at Baumer Park with a 
pour-in-place foundation. Total proj-
ect cost is estimated $281,546. City 
will submit additional applications to 
lower city cost share to $77,398 or 
less.

Approval to submit application on 
behalf of the SSC Fire Department to 
the Siouxland Community Founda-
tion - United Airlines Trust Fund for 
$2,100 for Medical CRP Adult and 
Child manikins with feedback and ac-
cessories to support city and commu-
nity CPR trainings. 

Approval to submit application to 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
– Recreation for a $140,773 fund-
ing request for a Baumer Park play 
structure with a pour-in-place founda-
tion and ADA walkway. Total project 
cost is estimated at $281,546. City 
will submit additional applications to 
lower city cost share, reducing the 
city cost share to $77,398 or less.

Approval to submit application to 
the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund – Recreation Trails Program 
for a $212,742 grant for trail repair 
for approximately 272 panel replace-
ments throughout the 21-mile trail 
system. Total project cost is esti-
mated at $265,929 (80%). City cost 
share is $53,186 (20%) from the 
General Fund.

Approval to submit application to 
the Papio Missouri Natural Resource 
District (NRD) – Urban Drainageway 
Program for a $213,883 grant for 
drainage improvements at Crystal 
Cove. Total project cost is estimated 
at $285,177 with the remaining bal-
ance of $55,863 city cost share. 

Approval to submit application to 
the Papio Missouri Natural Resource 
District (NRD) - Trails Assistance 
Program for a $30,000 grant for a 
trail around the Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA 
on City-owned property. Total project 
cost is estimated at $60,000 with the 
city cost share at $30,000. The YMCA 
will submit additional applications to 
lower the City cost share. 

Voting Yes: 7, No: 0
Bousquet motioned approval on 

$10,000 from city for marketing ma-
terials in Inland Port Authority (GSLI 
proposal) Seconded by Gunsolley.  
Voting Yes: 7, No: 0

Mike O’Brien asked questions on 
the mail in ballets for the new school 
bond.  Lori Warner from the South 
Sioux City Chamber stated that the 
Chamber is in support of the school 
bond.

Bousquet motioned to approve 
Memorandum of Understanding and 
Agreement between the South Sioux 
City School District and the City of 
South Sioux City.  Seconded by Y. 
Schultz.  Voting Yes: 6, No: 0   Ab-
stain:1

Meyer motioned approval for a 
special designated license for Lupe 
Gonzalez for the Cinco de Mayo Cel-
ebration.  Seconded by Y. Schultz.  
Voting Yes: 7, No: 0

B. Schultz motioned to approve 
hiring a part-time marketing and com-
munity outreach person for Freedom 
Park.  Seconded by Gunsolley.  Vot-
ing Yes: 7, No: 0

Peters motioned to approve DED 
award with authorization to have 
Mayor sign contract subject to City 
Attorney review and Council approv-
al.  Seconded by Meyer.  Voting Yes: 
7, No: 0

B. Schultz motioned, seconded by 
Y. Schultz to approve no more than 
10 Kangaroos owned and located at 
Angie Master’s property.  Voting Yes: 
7, No: 0

No discussion on Wells Fargo.
Information only on Dakota Coun-

ty Urban Storm Management Associ-
ation minutes and State of Nebraska 
Highway improvement project.

Being no further business at 6:10 
p.m., Peters motioned to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Gunsolley.  
Voting Yes: 7, No: 0

These minutes are subject to city 
council approval

A copy of the minutes in their en-
tirety is available at City Hall, 1615 
1st Avenue., Monday-Friday, 8:00 
a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and the City’s web-
site at www.southsiouxcity.org.

Nanci Walsh – City Clerk
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Legal Notice
NOTICE OF 

SCHOOL BOND ELECTION
SOUTH SIOUX CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 0011

IN THE STATE OF NEBRASKA
TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025

Notice is hereby given to the qualified electors of the South Sioux City 
School District 0011 in the State of Nebraska (the “District”) that at a special 
election to be held in said District on Tuesday, May 13, 2025, there shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the District the following proposition:

“Shall Dakota County School District 0011 (South Sioux City Community 
Schools) in the State of Nebraska issue its general obligation bonds to pro-
vide funds to pay the costs of (a) facility upgrades related to improving safety 
and security, eliminating overcrowding, making buildings accessible to those 
with disabilities, enhancing educational programs; (b) replacing schools that 
cannot be cost-effectively renovated, including any necessary land acquisi-
tion, site improvements and public improvements on or related to property 
owned by the District, and any necessary demolition of existing buildings; (c) 
construction and acquisition of a new elementary school building, new fifth 
and sixth grade building, and new preschool building; (d) additions, renova-
tions and improvements to existing elementary schools, middle school, and 
high school facilities; and (e) providing for the necessary equipment and ap-
paratus for such school buildings, facilities, renovations and improvements; 
with such bonds to be issued in an aggregate stated principal amount not to 
exceed One Hundred Twenty-Seven Million Dollars ($127,000,000), in one or 
more series, at such time or times, to bear interest at such rate or rates, to be 
sold at such prices and to become due at such time or times as may be fixed 
by, or determined at the direction of, the Board of Education; and  

“Shall the School District cause to be levied and collected annually a spe-
cial levy of taxes against all the taxable property in the School District suf-
ficient in rate and amount to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds 
as the same become due?”

FOR such Bonds and tax

AGAINST such Bonds and tax

Electors voting in favor of the proposition shall blacken the oval opposite 
the words “FOR such Bonds and tax” following such proposition, and electors 
voting against such proposition shall blacken the oval opposite the words 
“AGAINST such Bonds and tax” following the proposition.

Voter Registration Deadlines
•April 25, 2025 is the deadline for registering to vote for this election online 

or through mail, agencies, or via delivered registrations.
•May 2, 2025 at 6 p.m. is the deadline for in-person voter registration at the 

Dakota County Clerk’s Office.
By-Mail Election –
This election will be an election by mail. Ballots will be mailed to registered 

voters of the District between April 21, 2025 and May 2, 2025.
Registered voters wishing to vote in the special election who will be ab-

sent from their residence between April 13, 2025 and May 13, 2025, or who 
request the use of a ballot-marking device, may contact the Dakota County 
Clerk’s office at 402-987-2130.

All ballots must be returned to the Clerk’s Office by May 13, 2025, at 
5 P.M. to be counted.

BY ORDER OF THE SOUTH SIOUX SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE STATE 
OF NEBRASKA
Cherie Conley, Dakota County Clerk

Publish in the Dakota Star Thursday, April 17, 2025 - ZNEZ

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEET-
ING

BOARD OF EDUCATION
HOMER COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Monday, April 14, 2025
A meeting of the Board of Educa-

tion of Homer Community School was 
convened in open and public session 
on Monday, April 14, 2025 at 7:00 PM 
in the Library at Homer Community 
School, Homer, Nebraska.  The fol-
lowing board members were present 
or absent:

Byron Hall: Present, Ryan Har-
ris: Present, Samantha Johnson: 
Present, Tyler Kirkholm: Absent, Dr. 
Kristina Nelsen: Present, Paul Tighe: 
Present.

Administration present: Superin-
tendent Dr. Joseph Lefdal, Principal 
Abbie Uhl, Principal Tom Coviello, 
and Board Secretary Amy Brand

Visitors present:  Several
Notice of the meeting was given in 

advance by publication and/or post-
ing in accordance with the Board 
approved method for giving notice 
of meetings.  Notice of this meet-
ing was given to all members of the 
Board of Education.  The Secretary 
of the Board maintains a list of the 
news media requesting notification 
of meetings and advance notification 
to the listed media of the time and 
place of the meeting and the subjects 
to be discussed at this meeting was 
provided.  Availability of the agenda 
was communicated in the publicized 
notice and a current copy of the 
Agenda was maintained as stated in 
the publicized notice.  All proceedings 
of the Board of Education, except as 
hereinafter noted, were taken while 
the convened meeting was open to 
the attendance of the public.

Opening the Meeting
Call Meeting to Order and Notifica-

tion of Open Meeting Law posted in 
the room

Publication of Meeting was pro-
vided according to 84-1411

District Mission Statement:
Board Member Roll Call
Motion was made by Byron Hall 

and seconded by Ryan Harris to 
excuse absent board member Kirk-
holm. On roll call vote the Board 
voted as follows: The motion carried 
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: 

Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, 
Tyler Kirkholm: Absent, Dr. Kris-
tina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Excuse Absent Board Members
Approval of the Agenda and 

changes to the Agenda
Motion was made by Samantha 

Johnson and seconded by Dr. Kris-
tina Nelsen to approve the agenda as 
presented. On roll call vote the Board 
voted as follows: The motion carried 
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: 
Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, 
Tyler Kirkholm: Absent, Dr. Kris-
tina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Consent Agenda
Motion was made by Dr. Kris-

tina Nelsen and seconded by By-
ron Hall to approve all items pre-
sented on the Consent Agenda. 
On roll call vote the Board voted 
as follows: The motion carried 
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: 
Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, 
Tyler Kirkholm: Absent, Dr. Kris-
tina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Approval of Mintues from the 
March regular meeting

Approve claims and accounts
The district recently incurred 

roofing costs due to a leak that re-
quired repair. As of the end of April, 
the General Fund balance stands at 
$863,217.92. The Activity Account 
currently has a balance of $72,271.86 
but is overspent and will be recoded 
accordingly. The Building Fund totals 
$117,000; however, a portion of this 
must be used to repay an interfund 
loan from the depreciation account 
made during the 2022-2023 fiscal 
year. Additionally, the QCPUF (Quali-
fied Capital Purpose Undertaking 
Fund) has a balance of $114,857.

Approve resignations 
The board respectfully accepted 

the resignations of the staff members 
and extended their sincere gratitude 
for their service to the district.

Approve new hires
Public Comment
There was none.
Information Items: Reports
Administrator reports
Mrs. Uhl and Mr. Coviello shared 

several updates regarding upcom-

ing District wide events and recent 
activities. The 5th Grade Orientation 
Day for students transitioning to 6th 
grade will be held on April 30th, and 
the Preschool/Senior hallway walk 
is scheduled for May 6th. The Ju-
nior Class Mother’s Day flower sale 
and the Grades 3-12 Art Show were 
discussed as well. Mrs. Uhl also an-
nounced that the Nebraska Soybean 
Board Presentation will take place on 
April 28th and commended students 
for their excellent performances at 
the Elementary Spring Concert.  Spe-
cial thanks to Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. 
Moos for all their work.   The Elemen-
tary raised an impressive $9,818.82 
for the American Heart Association, 
and Kindergarten Round-Up was 
held on March 28th with 25 families 
in attendance. Testing will take place 
in the upcoming weeks, and the El-
ementary Track Meet is scheduled for 
May 16th from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. Ad-
ditionally, Preschool Graduation will 
be held on May 19th at 10:00 a.m.  
Elementary Enrichment projects were 
discussed as well as the Title I Read 
in on April 11th.

Mr. Coviello reported that spring 
sports and activities are currently un-
derway, and ACT testing has been 
completed for all Freshman, Sopho-
more, and Junior students. NSCAS 
testing will be conducted at the end 
of April, and the Senior Trip is sched-
uled for April 25-28. He also con-
firmed that Graduation will take place 
on May 10th at 2:00 p.m.   Our Mid-
dle School was recognized on KTIV 
and received the Make a Difference 
Award and will receive a free trip to 
Arnold’s Park.

Superintendent report
Jeff R provided an internet update, 

followed by discussion on planning for 
student summer help. Board volun-
teers are being sought to assist with 
handing out diplomas at graduation. 
Updates were shared on the school’s 
partnership with the Legion, includ-
ing ongoing collaboration. The band 
program has recently purchased 
guitars and keyboards, with plans to 
acquire a trailer next year. Staffing 
updates included hiring for janitorial 
and maintenance positions as well 
as a full-time substitute. Recognition 
was given to KTIV contest winners. 

Coaching and teaching position up-
dates were provided, along with infor-
mation on building and grounds proj-
ects. A legislative update was shared, 
covering developments relevant to 
the district. Discussion also included 
6th grade student placement and 
adjustments to scheduling, including 
study hall planning and the creation 
of a back area designated for middle 
school use.

Discussion Items
ELL Program
The district has entered into a 

Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with ESU 7 for the 2025-2026 
school year. Districts with EL expen-
ditures under $10,000 are required 
to join a consortium. The district is in 
the process of revamping its EL inter-
ventions in alignment with ongoing 
improvements to the MTSS (Multi-
Tiered System of Supports) frame-
work.

Academic Content Standards for 
reading, writing, mathematics, sci-
ence, and social studies

The board reviewed academic 
content standards in reading, writ-
ing, mathematics, science, and so-
cial studies for Rule 10 requirements. 
These standards outline what stu-
dents should know and be able to do 
at each grade level. Districts must re-
view these standards annually to en-
sure they remain current, aligned with 
state expectations, and effectively 
support student learning.

Action Items
Consider, discuss, and take action 

to approve the Homer Emergency 
Operations Plan

The board reviewed the Emer-
gency Operations Plan last month 
approved the plan this month.

Motion was made by Byron Hall and 
seconded by Samantha Johnson to 
approve the Homer Emergency Oper-
ations Plan. On roll call vote the Board 
voted as follows: The motion carried 
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: 
Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, 
Tyler Kirkholm: Absent, Dr. Kris-
tina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Consider, discuss, and take action 
to approve the Superintendent’s con-
tract for Dr. Joseph Lefdal.

Motion was made by Ryan 

Harris and seconded by Dr. Kris-
tina Nelsen to approve the Super-
intendent’s contract for Dr. Joseph 
Lefdal. On roll call vote the Board 
voted as follows: The motion carried 
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: 
Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, 
Tyler Kirkholm: Absent, Dr. Kris-
tina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Consider, discuss, and take action 
to approve the Class of 2025 Gradu-
ation List

Motion was made by Saman-
tha Johnson and seconded by Dr. 
Kristina Nelsen to approve the 
Class of 2025 Graduation List. 
On roll call vote the Board voted 
as follows: The motion carried 
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: 
Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, 
Tyler Kirkholm: Absent, Dr. Kris-
tina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Consider, discuss, and take action 
to accept contract renewals for certifi-
cated staff

Motion was made by Dr. Kristina 
Nelsen and seconded by Ryan Harris 
to accept contract renewals for certifi-
cated staff. On roll call vote the Board 
voted as follows: The motion carried 
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: 
Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, 
Tyler Kirkholm: Absent, Dr. Kris-
tina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be Wednes-

day, May 14th at 7:00p.m.
Adjournment
Motion was made by Dr. Kristina 

Nelsen and seconded by Samantha 
Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 
8:21 p.m. On roll call vote the Board 
voted as follows: The motion carried 
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: 
Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, 
Tyler Kirkholm: Absent, Dr. Kris-
tina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Dated this Monday, April 14, 2025.
ATTEST:
Dakota County School District 

#31R
Dr. Kristina Nelsen

a/k/a Homer Community School
Secretary

BY: Paul Tighe, President

Table 1

Appeara 184.45
Arianna Rave 76.35
AT&T 108.27
Bird, Darrian 311.22
Blick Art Materials 1,457.55
Bomgaars 60.97
Capital One Bank 15.65
Century Link 325.48
Comfort Inn Kearney 507.00
Committee for Children 2,778.00
Creighton Community Schools 161.00
Dakota County Star 120.32
Eakes Office Solutions 4,855.54
Electronic Engineering 80.00
Embassy Suites - Lincoln 8,256.90
Esu #1 100.00
EZ Flex Sport Mats 3,994.44
Fastwyre Broadband 10.45
First National Bank Omaha 8,740.91
First Student, Inc. 29,058.71
Foulk Brothers Plumbing & 
Heating

269.21
Fran Sharpback 72.67
Gill Hauling 876.20
Hometown Leasing 1,610.70
Humphrey Public Schools 168.00
Instrumentalist Awards, LLC 64.50
J & J Pronto 1,021.02
JC Roofing and Insulating 300.00
Joseph Lefdal 300.00
Jostens, Inc. 1,243.50
Karsyn Monk 65.00
Laurel-Concord-Coleridge 
Schools

192.00
Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc. 59.89
Menards 332.39
Mindy Blackfish 53.17
NASSP/NHS/NJHS 770.00
Ncsa 180.00
Nebraska Public Power District 3,460.56
Nohava Roofing 2,269.20
Perry Guthery Haase & 
Gessfor

576.00
Roto-rooter 340.00
Schuyler Central High School 311.88
Setia Blackfish 100.00
Sioux City Winnelson Co. 96.34
Siouxland Lock & Key 239.45
South Sioux City Public 
Schools

575.00
Staples Advantage 413.35
Time Management Systems 85.00
Trenna Launsby 680.00
Troy's Auto World 500.00
Village Of Homer 513.50
Washington Pavilion of Arts & 
Science

167.84
Wilmes Hardware Hank 13.49
Wisner-Pilger High School 333.00
WoodRiver Energy, LLC 2,597.37
Fund Number 1 82,053.44

1

Homer School Board

Village of Homer
Regular Public Meeting

April 10, 2025
A public meeting consisting of the Chairman and members of the Village 

Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer, Nebraska was called to order by 
Village Board Chairman Jarod Barclay on Thursday, April 10, 2025 at 6:01 PM 
at the Homer Village Offices.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance by 
being posted in three (3) public places as shown by the Certificate of Posting 
Notice on file at the Village Office.  Notice of the meeting was given to the 
Chairman and Trustees, and a copy of their Acknowledgement of Receipt 
and the agenda are on file at the Village Office.  Availability of the agenda 
was communicated in advance notice.  All proceedings hereafter shown were 
taken while the convened meeting was open and at the attendance of the 
public.  The Chairman informed the public of the Open Meetings Act as posted 
on the west wall of the meeting room. 

Roll call was taken.  Members present: Chairman Barclay and Trustees A. 
Barclay, Cain, Eriksen, and Utemark. 

Moved by Cain and seconded by Utemark to approve the February 13, 
2025 regular board meeting minutes.  All members present voted Aye.  Mo-
tion carried.  

Moved by Eriksen and seconded by A. Barclay to approve financial state-
ments.  All members present voted Aye.  Motion carried. 

Moved by A. Barclay and seconded by Cain to approve the following pay-
ables:

3/21/2025 ELVIN VAVRA 1,741.25
3/21/2025 BRUCE R UBBINGA 439.00
3/21/2025 JENNIFER ALBRECHT 94.32
3/21/2025 SAMANTHA J JOHNSON 1,475.57
3/24/2025 BEST BUY 208.63
4/4/2025 ELVIN VAVRA 1,865.24
4/4/2025 BRUCE R UBBINGA 668.34
4/4/2025 JENNIFER ALBRECHT 148.91
4/4/2025 SAMANTHA J JOHNSON 1,863.52
4/4/2025 LEVI VAVRA 14.32

4/10/2025 BLACK HILLS 508.95
4/10/2025 CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES 42.89
4/10/2025 COMFORT INN 235.90
4/10/2025 COUNTRY COMPUTERS 150.00
4/10/2025 CRARY HUFF LAW FIRM 337.50
4/10/2025 DAKOTA COUNTY TREASURER 656.54
4/10/2025 DAKOTA COUNTY TREASURER 3,093.00
4/10/2025 DP CONTRACTING 800.00
4/10/2025 ELVIN VAVRA 663.60
4/10/2025 EMC-NORTHEAST NEBRASKA INS 

AGENCY
3,408.63

4/10/2025 FIRSTNET AT&T 51.50
4/2/2025 Fun Services 420.00

4/10/2025 GILL HAULING 3,485.47
4/10/2025 HAWKINS 101.34
4/10/2025 HAWKINS 160.93
4/10/2025 HOMER AMERICAN LEGION 51.86
3/21/2025 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 586.74
3/21/2025 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 137.22
3/21/2025 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 363.62
4/4/2025 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 719.00
4/4/2025 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 168.14
4/4/2025 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 481.12

4/10/2025 INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY CENTER 63.00
4/10/2025 J AND J’S PRONTO 425.11
4/10/2025 LUX BROS INC. 502.60
4/10/2025 MIDWEST ALARM 400.00
4/10/2025 MUNICIPAL SUPPLY INC OF OMAHA 1200.00
3/21/2025 NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 185.25
4/4/2025 NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 236.43

4/10/2025 NEBRASKA PUBLIC HEALTH ENV LAB 314.00
4/10/2025 NEBRASKA RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION 445.00
4/10/2025 NPPD 1,203.32
4/10/2025 NPPD 843.64
4/10/2025 ONE CALL CONCEPTS, INC 7.34

4/10/2025 ROBERTSON IMPLEMENT COMPANY INC 169.37
4/10/2025 SMITH FARM SERVICES INC 181.87
All members present voted Aye.  Motion carried.  
Moved by Eriksen and seconded by Utemark to approve a camera in the 

village office and the interior of the fire hall, with an upgraded exterior camera 
on the west side of the building, and an upgraded recording system with UPS, 
not to exceed $10,000.  All members present voted Aye.  Motion carried.  

The discussion and possible motion to approve the purchase of a backup 
generator for the village office and fire hall was tabled. 

Moved by Cain and seconded by J. Barclay to approve $1,500 to the fire 
department for fire school. All members present voted Aye.  Motion carried.

Moved by Utemark and seconded by A. Barclay to approve ordinance No. 
597 per NE DOT request. All members present voted Aye.  Motion carried.

Discussion and possible motion to upgrade the trail camera’s to surveil-
lance cameras at the village maintenance shop/dump and move the trail cam-
era’s to the village park was tabled. 

Moved by A. Barclay and seconded by Eriksen to adjust one customer’s 
sewer rate to calculate the average for the months of October 2024, Novem-
ber 2024, and March 2025, instead of the normal December, January, and 
February 3month average, due to excessive usage caused by an unknown 
leak. All members present voted Aye.  Motion carried.

Discussion and possible motion regarding the bill for customer sewer 
backup, resulting in jetting the sewer lines was tabled.

Moved by Eriksen and seconded by J. Barclay to approve limited board 
approval for 150th celebration expenses. All members present voted Aye.  
Motion carried.

Moved by Cain and seconded by Eriksen to accept Lacey Oldenburg to the 
Homer VFD.  All members present voted Aye.  Motion carried.

There were citizen concerns regarding access to the fire department office, 
and the access door between the fire hall and village office. These concerned 
citizens would like to change out the locks on the previously mentioned doors. 
These concerns will be added to the May agenda. 

Board Report –There have been more complaints regarding parking on 
John St. in front of businesses. Elvin was tasked with contacting the business 
owner in regards to parking vehicles in the street at last month’s meeting. A 
board member will now be contacting the owner of the business that is violat-
ing the parking ordinance. 

There was not a maintenance report. 
Clerk Report- Samantha Johnson gave an update on obtaining a notary 

surety bond. There was also a call regarding stockpiling milling 
Moved by Utemark and seconded by A. Barclay at 7:20PM to move in to 

Executive Session for Elvin Vavra’s annual employee review.  All members 
present voted Aye.  Motion carried.   

Moved by Eriksen and seconded by Utemark to adjourn at 7:53PM. All 
members present voted Aye. Motion carried.

Jarod Barclay – Village Board Chair
I, the undersigned Interim Village Clerk/Treasurer for the Village of Homer, 

Nebraska hereby certify that the above and foregoing minutes are a true and 
correct copy of the official actions taken by the Chairman and Village Board 
of Trustees on April 10, 2025; that the subjects included in the foregoing pro-
ceedings were continually current and available for public inspection at the 
Homer Village Office; that subjects were contained in said agenda for at least 
24 hours prior to said meeting; that the said minutes of actions of the Chair-
man and Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer, Nebraska from which 
the foregoing proceedings have been extracted were in written form within 
ten (10) working days and prior to the next convened meeting.  IN WITNESS 
WHERETO, I have hereunto set my hand on April 11, 2025.  

Samantha Johnson- Village Clerk

Village of Homer
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Dakota City Public Library
Book Club will continue reading  “Reconstructing Amelia” by Kimberly 

McGreight. New books will be passed out at the next meeting, Monday, May 
5. 

The Little Free Library is full of new books! Check out what your neigh-
bors are willing to share. This is a wonderful opportunity to pass around 
books that you are done reading and think someone else may enjoy. Take 
advantage of the “Take One; Leave One” policy. The Library continues to 
fill the Little Free Library with new selections of magazines and reading 
materials for both children and adults. You will find the Little Free Library at 
Cottonwood Park, near the playground.

New items added this week; “Dice Games for Beginners” by Jon Tre-
maine, “Juniaa, the Book Mule of Troublesome Creek” by Kim Michelle 
Richardson, “Kenny and the Cookie Lady” by Pen Ken, “Three Silly Chick-
ens” by Tanya Fenton, “Under His Wings” by Emily Compagno, “Assassin’s 
Betrayal” by Austin King, and “Don’t Know Jack” by Diane Capri.

City News
Dakota City Fire Department Home Style Breakfast- Sunday, April 27 

from 7 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Spring Cleanup-April 30 and May 1.

D(PHOTO BY LAURA SULLIVAN)
Jackson had more than 100 kids help pick up the eggs at this year’s Easter Egg Hunt. What a great turnout.  Perfect 
weather helped.

Harty-McNally Legion and 
Auxiliary Soup/Pie Supper

Saturday, April 26, the Jackson/
Hubbard American Legion & Auxil-
iary will have a soup and pie supper 
with Vegetable Beef and Chicken 
Noodle soups being served. Come 
join us at the Harty-McNaly Legion 
Hall in Jackson from 5-7:30 p.m. 
Don’t forget to check out the Bake 
Sale and Quilt Raffle.

Northeast Nebraska 
Widow’s Retreat

A retreat for widows is being orga-
nized for northeast Nebraska, on Fri-
day, April 25 (evening) to Saturday, 
April 26. We are seeking monetary 
and spiritual support. To help sup-
port the retreat or to be a participant 
in the retreat, contact Trudy Jepsen 

(PHOTO BY LULENE SEBADE)
Easter Egg Hunt winners — Age 0-3: (from left) Blakely Hansen, 1st, Brecken Hansen, 2nd; Lillian Frey, 3rd.

(PHOTO BY LULENE SEBADE)
Easter Egg Hunt winners — Age 7-9: (from left) Cooper Victor, 1st; Wyatt Nielsen, 2nd; and Miles Beacom, 3rd.

(PHOTO BY LULENE SEBADE)
Fifth Grade First Communion class received Holy communion at Maundy 
Thursday services at St. Luke/St. Paul’s   Lutheran Church. Pictured from 
left to right (parents’ names in parenthesis) include: Kyler Rachey (Kristen 
Rohde and Chad Rachey), Jack Steele (Dustin and Jessica), Isaac Albrecht 
(Scott and Lisa), Benton Anderson (Marc and Betsy), Weston Lacy (Jon and 
Ashley), Inga Speiser (Pete and Anna), and Haleigh Victor (Brandon and Katie). 
Not pictured is Anya Stark (Justin and Kaylynn).

Clean up grass clippings
Emerson residents are reminded 

to clean up grass clippings from the 
street when you are mowing. If the 
clippings get into the sewer system 
they can plug it up. 

Licenses are past due
Pet, ATV/UTV and golf cart li-

censes are past due. Please contact 
the Emerson Police Department to 
get your current license.

Village Board meeting
The Emerson Village board met 

April 9. Board members present 
were Trustees Tarry Daum, Rob 
Bose, Mark Graf and Ryan Beacom. 
Lisa Harral was absent.

The public hearing was opened for 
the Downtown Revitalization Plan. 
Bose read the summary of the DTR 
Plan. There were no public com-
ments. At 6:57 p.m. a motion was 
made to close the public hearing.

Utility Superintendent Dick Mc-
Cabe gave an update on the solar 
farm project and Mark Graf gave 
an update on the water improve-
ment project. A motion was  made to 
deny the Pay Application to RP Con-
structors, LLC and JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. Motion passed. It was 
moved to approve all the bids that 
were presented as part of the Pool 
Refurbishment and the City Park 
Restroom projects. Motion passed.

A motion was made to award the 
Blight Study Project to SIMPCO. 
Motion passed. McCabe gave an up-
date on the flood plain property.

it was moved to approve Resolu-
tion 2025-04, relating to the tem-
porary use of the State Highway 
System for the Tri County Parade 
on June 7, 2025 at 11 a.m.. Motion 
passed.

Motion to close Nebraska Street  
between East First and East Second 

Street and East Second between Ne-
braska and Maple during events dur-
ing Tri County Days. Motion passed.

A motion was made to approve a 
special designated liquor license on 
June 7, 2025 to the Emerson Better-
ment Committee for a cornhole tour-
nament and a street dance. Motion 
passed.

Updates to the Rosehill Cemetery 
were presented.

Police Chief Chinn updated the 
Board on the status of amending the 
animal ordinances. 

Prom coming Saturday
The Emerson-Hubbard Jr.-Sr. 

Prom is Saturday evening at the 
Hubbard Community Center.

The TCNE athletic banquet will be 
held at Allen Monday, April 28. 

Athletic and activity awards at 
Emerson Tuesday at 2:30 p.m.

Emerson-Hubbard Schools
Friday: District Music Contest at South 

Sioux City.
Saturday; L&C Track at Creighton; Prom 

at Hubbard.
Monday: Athletic banquet.
Tuesday: Track at Ponca, 3 p.m.; Boys 

Golf at Homer 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday: Boys Golf at Niobrara; 

Academic awards 2:30 p.m.

St.Luke/St. Paul’s Church
Sunday: Worship at St. Luke, 9 a.m.; 

Sunday school, 10 a.m.
Wednesday: Friends, 3:45 p.m.; supper 

at 5 p.m.; Confirmation and BIble study at 
6:30 p.m.

Dakota County Board of Equalization
Monday, April 14, 2025

2:45 p.m. Regular Meeting
County Board Meeting Room, First Floor
Dakota County Courthouse, Dakota City, 

Nebraska
Legal Abbreviations for this ad: the title Board 
Member has been omitted before each Board 
Member’s name, “-“  = moved, seconded by; Roll 
Call Vote Unanimous Motion Carried = RCVUMC
   Chair Van Berkum called the meeting to order 
at 2:45 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. Present:  Van Berkum, Reed, Hohenstein, 
Rodriguez.  Absent: Bousquet. Also present was 
Kim Watson, County Attorney, and Cherie Conley, 
County Clerk as Board Secretary. The Open 
Meetings Act location was noted for all citizens 
present. 
   Reed “-“ Rodriquez to excuse Board Member 
Bousquet from the meeting. RCVUMC.

   Reed”-“ Hohenstein to approve the minutes of the 
March 3, 2025 meeting. RCVUMC.
   Reed “-“ Rodriguez to approve the Application 
for Exemption of motor vehicle taxes on motor 
vehicles (1) 2015 Dodge Grand Caravan 
2C4RDGBG6FR531393, (2) 2005 Ford F150 Truck 
1FTPX14525FA59836 and (3) 2012 Dodge Grand 
Caravan 2C4RDGBG8CR377443 for VSL Emerson 
LLC. RCVUMC.
   Van Berkum “-“ Hohenstein to approve the Contract 
for Property Review with Cardinal Assessment 
Group, LLC for residential properties in the towns of 
Homer, Jackson, Hubbard and Emerson. RCVUMC.
    Van Berkum “-“ Reed to adjourn the meeting. Chair 
Van Berkum adjourned the April 14, 2025 Board of 
Equalization meeting at 2:50 p.m.

County Board of Equalization
Brian Van Berkum, Chair                    

Cherie Conley, County Clerk             

Dakota County
Board of Equalization

Legal Notice
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF 
DAKOTA COUNTY, NEBRASKA

Estate of Alfredo Coss, Deceased
Estate No. PR 24-40
Notice is hereby given that a Pe-

tition for Authority to Sell Personal 
Property has been filed on April 15, 
2025 and is set for hearing in the 
County Court of Dakota County, Ne-
braska, located at 1601 Broadway 
Street, Dakota City, NE 68731, at 
10:30 a.m. on May 16, 2025.

Kerri L. Weise
Clerk of Dakota County Court

Robert N. Stewart, #24759
Crary Huff, P.C.
329 Pierce Street, Suite 200
Sioux City, IA 51101
(712) 277-4561
ATTORNEYS FOR THE 
PETITIONER

Publish in the Dakota County Star 
April 24, May 1 and May 8. — ZNEZ

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF MEETING

Notice is hereby given of the fol-
lowing meetings located at the CITY 
HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 1615 
– 1ST AVENUE.  All meetings will be 
open to the public.  An agenda for 
such meeting, kept continuously cur-
rent, is available for public inspection 
at the office of the City Clerk at the 
City Hall. /s/ Nanci Walsh, City Clerk

Community Development 
Agency -- 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
May 12th, 20th and 27th, 2025               

Finance Committee – 12:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, May 7th and 21st, 20
25                                    

Public Works Committee -- 5:00 
p.m. on Monday, May 5th and 19th, 
2025                                    

Design Committee – 8:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, May 1st and 15th, 2025

Planning and Zoning – 4:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, May 14th and 
28th, 2025           

Parks Board -- 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday, May 5th, 2025

at (712) 490-0950. The retreat is 
hosted by Fr. Jim Kramper.

St. Patick’s
First communion will be celebrat-

ed for the CCD students on Sunday, 
April 27 mass. The last CCD class is 
April 23 and the students will have 
a roller skating party at Rollerrama.

Pickleball
Pickleball in Jackson is now on 

Tuesday nights from 6-8 p.m. at the 
outdoor courts. Little or no experi-
ence is needed.  All games are pick 
up games – not a league.  Paddles 
available if you don’t have your 
own equipment.  Jackson Pickleball 
is now using Playtime Scheduler to 
schedule pickleball.  Log in and see 
when everyone is meeting.  

Book Club 
April selections are “Salvage the 

Bones” by Jesmyn Ward and “The 
Chain” by Adrian McKinty.  The 
April meeting is Tuesday, April 22 
at the home of Phyllis Birkley.  May 
books are “The Road” by Cormac 
McCarthey and “The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe” by C.S. Lewis.  
The big book selection is “Paradise 
Lost” by John Milton.

Jackson Elementary School
Mondays – One hour late start for 

teacher in service
April 22 – 2nd grade field trip – 

sheep sheering
May 9 – Elementary school track 

meet – 1 p.m. at the Ponca sports 
complex

May 23 – tentative last day of 
school

Jackson Elementary School lunch 
menu for the week April 28-May 2:

Monday – Turkey/ham/cheese 
hoagie, carrots and ranch dip, pickle, 
fruit

Tuesday – Corn dog, baked beans, 
French fries, fruit

Wednesday – French toast sticks, 
sausage, hashbrowns, fuir

Thursday – Sloppy joe on a bun, 
tater tots, pickle, fruit

Friday – Eggs, breakfast potatoes, 
muffin, fruit

Hours of Operation
Bank of Dixon County — Monday 

through Thursday, drive-through 7:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m., Friday 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.; Lobby is 
open 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and 2-4 p.m.

Lunch Box – Tuesday through Saturday 
– 7:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Northeast Nebraska Telephone 
Company — Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.

United States Postal Services — 
Monday through Friday 12-4p.m., Saturday 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Pump and Pantry - Daily 4:30 a.m.-10 
p.m.

Morrow’s House Moving — 402-632-
4555 - for estimates and appointments.

Bridal Sweet - by appointment
AA Meetings – Providence Hall, 

Mondays 7-8 p.m.
Jackson Public Library open Mondays 

and Thursdays from 6-8 p.m.
St. Patrick’s — Sunday 9:15a.m. services
MC Salon – Men’s day every Thursday. 

No appointment necessary.  Call 632-2011 
for appointments.

Palermo Italian Cuisine and Bar –  
Monday closed, Tuesday through Thursday 
4-9 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 4-10 p.m.

Stay informed.Stay informed.
Read the Public NoticesRead the Public Notices

Look for us online!
www.dakcostar.com
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papionrd.org

BOARD OFFICERS
Kevyn Sopinski.......................................Chairperson
Tim McCormick..............................Vice Chairperson
Tim Fowler.................................................. Treasurer
Patrick Bonnett............................Assistant Treasurer
John G. Winkler..............................General Manager
Amanda Grint..................Assistant General Manager

PAPIO MISSOURI RIVER NRD
Natural Resources Conservation Service Staff

Mahkenna Koinzan...................... Program Specialist
Kaden Kneifl..............................Field Representative
Jason McCauley............... Resource Conservationist
Jordan Smith................................................ Forester

DAKOTA COUNTY
Rural Water System Employees

Lance Olerich..............Water System Superintendent
Kevin Schoepf........................ Water Supply Operator

Visit the Dakota City Field Office
at 1505 Broadway, P.O. Box 480

Dakota City, NE 68731
Phone (402) 494-4949

SEED
FERTILIZER
CHEMICALS

CUSTOM APPLICATION
LAWN & GARDEN

FERTILIZER

SALES STAFF
Stan Copple
John Crees

Nick Dorcey
Tom Dirks

MANAGER: 
Marty Vohs

4505 Dakota Avenue
South Sioux City, NE 68776

402-494-4261 
or 

800-322-4261

Proud Supporter of the area’s Ag Industry!
Serving Your Agricultural Needs!

And now . . . a Joke  
with Jorden Smith
Q: What is a pirate’s favorite 

holiday?

A: AHRRRRRR-bor Day

If you would like another tree joke 
or have a question about a tree, ask 
Jorden Smith, our local Forester, at 
the Dakota City office 1505 Broadway, 
Dakota City or call (402) 494-4949.

USDA’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) is now 
accepting applications for the Ag-
ricultural Conservation Easement 
Program-Wetland Reserve Easement 
Partnership (ACEP-WREP). This 
voluntary program, authorized in 
the 2018 Farm Bill, provides fund-
ing for the purchase of conservation 
easements to help with restoration of 
critical wetlands and surrounding up-
land buffers.

“Conservation easements are a 
great tool to ensure natural resources 
are conserved and protected for all 
Nebraskans,” Nebraska NRCS State 
Conservationist Robert Lawson said. 
“We encourage Indian tribes, local 
governments, non-governmental or-
ganizations and private landowners 
to contact their local NRCS office to 
find out how to apply.”

The main goal of ACEP-WREP 
is to restore as well as protect wet-
lands and wildlife habitat. Cropland, 
rangeland, grassland, pastureland 

and nonindustrial private forestland 
are eligible.

Applications can be submitted at 
any time, but to be considered for fis-
cal year 2025 funding opportunities, 
applications in Nebraska must be re-
ceived by May 30, 2025.

For ACEP-WREP, NRCS is pri-
oritizing the four playa wetland 
complexes located in Nebraska (see 
map) known for their importance for 
millions of waterfowl during spring 
migration. ACEP-WREP allows for 
pivots to pass through protected wet-
land easements with modifications, 
maximizing crop production and 
water efficiency on the adjacent crop 
ground.

NRCS provides technical and fi-
nancial assistance directly to private 
and tribal landowners to restore, pro-
tect, and enhance wetlands through 
the purchase of conservation ease-
ments. Applications are currently 
being accepted for ACEP-WREP 
easements. Eligible landowners may 

choose to enroll in a permanent or 
30-year ACEP-WREP easement. 
Tribal landowners have the option of 
enrolling in 30-year contracts.

“NRCS staff will work with all 
interested applicants to help them 
through the application process and 
provide one-on-one assistance to cre-
ate the conservation easement option 
that works best for their farming op-
eration,” Lawson said.

All ACEP-WREP applications 
will be ranked according to the 
easement’s potential for protecting 
and enhancing habitat for migra-
tory birds and fish along with other 
wildlife habitat. Eligible applicants 
will be compensated with a payment 
rate comparable to the local land use 
value. Applicants will need to pro-
vide accurate records of ownership 
and ensure they have established fis-
cal year 2025 ownership eligibility 
with USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA). Application information is 
available at your local USDA Ser-

vice Center and at www.nrcs.usda.
gov/GetStarted. 

For more information about the 
USDA Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service and the programs and 
services it provides, visit your local 
USDA in Dakota City at 1505 Broad-
way Street or call (402) 494-4949.

USDA providing funds to protect, restore 
Playa Wetlands across Nebraska

Remember 
Arbor Day

The U.S. Forest Service wants you to remember the last time 
you lay on the grass and looked up and were inspired by tree 
branches swaying in the breeze — or when you sat under an old 
oak tree feeling the rough bark of its trunk against your back. 
If you can’t remember, or you’ve never done these things you 
should because according to the Arbor Day Foundation, Ameri-
ca has the “grandest trees on earth — the largest, the oldest and 
some of the most magnificent.”

April 22, is National Arbor Day. Take a moment to celebrate 
trees and all they provide for us.

There are so many things most of us don’t know about trees 
and Arbor Day is a great time to learn a thing or two. For in-
stance, did you know the mighty oak tree is America’s national 
tree?

In fact, each state celebrates their own Arbor Day and has 
designated a tree to represent them. Our nation’s capital hon-
ors the scarlet oak. Alaska’s Sitka spruce, Maine’s eastern white 
pine, Florida’s  cabbage palmetto, Washington state’s western 
hemlock  and California’s mighty  sequoias  all paint the land-
scapes of our lives.

Our urban forests, the trees that line our streets and shade our 
parks and yards, not only add beauty but their shade can help 
reduce our utility bills. Trees soften the harsh angles of a city’s 
brick and mortar skyline and add a touch of color; for a moment 
we can envision what it must have looked like before there was 
a city.

But, you may still be asking yourself:  What else do trees do 
for me? They also absorb as much as 13 percent of carbon emis-
sions thus cleaning the air that we breathe and reducing the ef-
fects of climate change. In short, they make our planet a safer 
place to live. Forests also help filter nearly half of all the drink-
ing water we need to sustain our lives and they provide the lum-
ber we need to build our homes, make furniture and, in some 
cases, provide sources of bio-energy to whole communities.

So, since trees and our forests do so much for us, why not use 
Arbor Day as the perfect opportunity to give back by planting 
trees — lots of them — so that future generations will look back 
with gratitude for all that we did to help protect and restore our 
forested lands.

A message from 
Program Specialist 
Mahkenna Koinzan

Good afternoon! This April felt like we were running a marathon with 
how busy we all were! 

If you haven’t seen it already, we will be having an Electronics Re-
cycling Collection on Thursday, May 22, from 2-5 p.m. in Dakota City. 
This is a great opportunity to dispose of any computers, monitors, print-
ers, keyboards, office equipment, TVs, DVD and VHS players, and au-
dio and video equipment free of charge. A big thank you to our partners 
at the Nebraska Loess Hills RC&D Board.

If you’re like me and can’t shake the spring planting bug but aren’t 
sure what to plant, the Papio Missouri River NRD will be handing out 
trees at our next coffee hour on April 25 from 9:30-10:30 a.m. at the 
Dakota City Elementary School. Come see us!

Until next time — get out and plant some trees for Arbor Day, don’t 
start any fires, and thank you to you and all our farmers!

Mahkenna Koinzan, Program Specialist
Dakota City Field Office

(402)494-4949


