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THURSDAY
31 13
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29 11
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26 14

SUNDAY
38 21

MONDAY
42 25
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43 26
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45 25
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Mix of clouds and sun.

Mix of clouds and sun.

Partly cloudy skies.

Mostly sunny.

Partly cloudy.

Partly cloudy.

Merry Christmas!

Chamber Coffee Friday
Friday’s Chamber Coffee will be 

hosted by McKeever Ride Share Ser-
vice and will be held at the Northeast 
Nebraska Senior Center, located at 
1501 West 29th Street.

Coffee will be served at 9:30 a.m., 
with the program beginning at 10 a.m.

County Board to meet
The Dakota County Board of Com-

missioners will hold its next meeting 
on Monday, April 14 at 3 p.m. in the 
Dakota County Courthouse.

An agenda is available at dako-
tacounty.ne.gov.

City Council meeting
The City Council of South Sioux 

City will hold its next meeting on Mon-
day, April 14 at 5 p.m. in the Council 
chambers at City Hall.

An agenda is available at south-
siouxcity.org.

Board of Education meeting
The South Sioux City Commuinity 

Schools Board of Education will hold 
its next meeting on Monday, April 14 
at 5 p.m. in the high school library.

An agenda is available at ssccardi-
nals.org.

Special Olympics 
fundraiser April 12

A special Bingo Night fundraiser for 
Special Olympics of Nebraska will be 
held Saturday, April 12 at The Don’s, 
located at 801 West 13th St.

The event runs from 6-8:30 p.m.. 
Hosting the event will be Luke the In-
tern from Q-102 radio.

Got an event?
If your school, church or nonprofit 

has an upcoming event that you’d like 
to promote, send the information to the 
Dakota County Star at least two weeks 
ahead of time.

Information can be sent to news@
dakcostar.com or call (402) 494-4264.

Subscribe to the Star
Update or start your subscription 

to the Dakota County Star by calling 
Laury at (402) 494-4264, Mondays 
through Thursdays from 9 a.m.-4:30 
p.m.

One-year and two-year subscriptions 
are available.

FIRST GOAL, FIRST WIN
Lady Cards earn home win. Page 1B

Providing evidence key to a conviction

KINDERGARTEN TEACHER RECEIVES GOLDEN APPLE Chamber
banquet

a success
By MICHAEL CARNES
Star Publisher

The saying “what’s old is new again” cer-
tainly was appropriate when it came to the 
South Sioux City Area Chamber of Com-
merce banquet.

Held in the newly-refurbished Mariott 
Event Center after a five-year hiatus, the 
250 attendees who attended Friday night’s 
gala certainly enjoyed themselves as the 
Chamber resurrected its annual showcase.

Just getting the banquet back on peoples’ 
calendar was a goal in and of itself, said, 
Chamber president Lori Warner.

“The whole thing was, after the hiatus 
we were thrilled to launch it back up again 
and that was the big thing, to get it off the 
ground,” she said. “We knew it wasn’t go-
ing to be as big as it’s been in the past, but 
just to be able to get it back on peoples’ cal-
endars was the goal for us.”

Getting the local business community 
together was also important for Mike LaC-
roix, the chamber’s executive board chair, 
who helped emcee Friday’s event.

“I think it was really important for us to 
show that we can give back to local busi-
nesses that support us and have been going 
through a lot of change,” he said.

The last time the Chamber held its an-
nual banquet was in January of 2020, two 
months before the worldwide pandemic hit 
and forced a lot of change on the business 
community, LaCroix said.

“We all kind of went through it together 
in our own ways,” he said. “Some people 
closed their businesses and some had to 
change the way they operated. So I think 
this was definitely a needed event that we 
hadn’t had in a long time.”

Friday’s banquet had a musical theme 
to it and was highlighted by the Dueling 
Pianos program that capped Friday night’s 
event. 

Warner said she was happy with the work 
that was done by the Chamber staff, as well 
as the Marriott event staff.

“They were so accommodating to us be-
cause we had some last-minute changes, 
and they did an exceptional job of helping 
us and making sure it went well,” she said. 
“It was also Chelsea’s (membership coordi-
nator Chelsea Easterling) first banquet and 

By MICHAEL CARNES
Star Publisher

More often than not, a successful convic-
tion of a sexual assault comes down to a 
victim’s willingness to not only report the 
crime, but provide the evidence.

Sometimes, though, the process of report-
ing a crime can be as traumatic as the event 
itself, which is why local law enforcement 
tries to work with those who are assaulted to 

make sure they have what they need to help 
the justice system do its job and bring their 
attacker to justice.

Lt. Jeanette McFee, an investigator for the 
South Sioux City Police Department, said 
that the sooner a report is filed, the better the 
chances are of getting the evidence needed to 
secure a conviction.

“Depending on how fresh an assault was, 
less than 72 hours, we’ll request that they go 
to a hospital,” she said, noting that hospitals 
are able to collect evidence via what is called 
a “rape kit” that helps medical personnel 
collect DNA samples from a victim’s body, 

(PHOTO BY AMY BUSTER)
Longtime Cardinal Elementary kindergarten teacher Amy Shultz had many people to thank after receiving the Golden Apple Award during 
Friday’s South Sioux City Area Chamber of Commerce banquet, held at the Marriott Convention Center. With her on stage is Wayne State 
College president Dr. Marsyz Rames and South Sioux City Community Schools superintendent Dr. Rony Ortega.

Cardinal Elementary kindergarten 
teacher earns Golden Apple Award

SEE CHAMBER, 2A

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Emerson-Hubbard FFA members (from left) Ava Lueber, Emily Stamm, Rylinn 
Mitchell, Makayla Horak, Rachael Bousquet and Emilia Harral were state 
champions in the Ag Issues competition at last week’s Nebraska FFA State 
Convention in Lincoln.

By AMY BUSTER
For The Star

Cardinal Elementary Kindergarten school 
teacher Amy Shultz was awarded the Golden 
Apple during Friday’s annual South Sioux 
City Area Chamber of Commerce Banquet at 
the Marriott Event Center. 

“It’s a little overwhelming to win. I was 
honored just to be nominated. It’s very grati-
fying to know that people appreciate the work 
that teachers do. It’s very fulfilling,” com-
mented Shultz.

“The winner this year is a standout educa-
tor whose passion for teaching is evident in 
every moment of the school day,” Dr. Ortega 
stated. “Her classroom is a place where learn-
ing never stops — whether during a morning 

meeting, lining up, or transitioning between 
activities — she seizes every moment as a 
teachable one. Her students often don’t even 
realize they’re learning, thanks to her seam-
less, conversational approach.”

The South Sioux City Chamber of Com-
merce has recognized exceptional teachers 
in the South Sioux community with the rec-
ognition of the Golden Apple since 1992. To 
be considered for the award, the teacher must 
have positively and significantly impacted the 
lives of students whom they have taught and 
mentored and the community in which they 
live.

Shultz has been teaching for 33 years. She 
has been teaching in the South Sioux School 
District for 31 years and has taught kindergar-

ten for 26 years and second grade for seven 
years.

“They’re all at different levels in kindergar-
ten. It takes a lot of planning and hard work 
to bring everyone up to the same spot,” com-
mented Shultz.

An issue shared by Dr. Ortega.
“She takes immense pride in student 

achievement, especially in reading and math. 
No matter where her kindergarten students 
start, they’re performing at the top of the 
grade level district-wide by the end of the 
year,” he said. “She dives deep into data to 
understand exactly what each child needs and 
differentiates instruction accordingly, ensur-

SEE GOLDEN APPLE, 2A

SEE EVIDENCE, 2A

Emerson-Hubbard FFA team
brings home state championship
Emerson-Hubbard’s FFA pro-

gram brought home a state champi-
onship from last week’s Nebraska 
State FFA Convention in Lincoln.

The six-girl team of Rylinn 
Mitchell, Rachael Bousquet, Ava 
Luber, Makayla Horak, Emelia 
Harral and Emily Stamm put to-
gether an award-winning effort in 
the Ag Issues Forum competition, 
using crickets as part of their pre-
sentation on Solving Food Insecu-
rity with Insect Protein. The group 
actually ate crickets as part of the 
demonstration, which was judged 
as the best in the state.

Prior to state, this team had to 
complete a two page portfolio, sum-
marizing their ag issue. After put-
ting that together, they held forums 
locally to make their presentation. 

Their forums were held before 
several groups, including Emer-
son Grocery Cooperative Board, 
the Nebraska School Nutrition As-
sociation Board, Michael Foods, 
Dakota and Thurston County Ag 
Societies and the community. 

During the state competition, 
they gave a 10-minute presentation 
and answered oral questions from 
the judges.

By winning the state competi-
tion, the group qualifies for the 
97th annual National FFA Conven-
tion and Expo, set for Oct. 29-Nov. 
1 in Indianapolis, Ind.

The state championship high-
lighted the locals’ weekend in Lin-
coln as 12 Emerson-Hubbard FFA 
members participated.

The team of Ally Belt, Logan 
Morgan, Maddie Franzluebbers 
and Chloe Peters placed 38th out 
of 133 teams in the Agriscience 
competition, where they com-
pleted a pre-state career analysis 

SEE STATE CHAMPS, 2A

Reporting sex assault 
tough, but necessary
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Northeast Nebraska Senior Center Menu

Thursday, April 10 — Swiss steak, green/red peppers, onion, scal-
loped potatoes, corn, vanilla pudding

Friday, April 11 — Taco salad, Spanish rice, refried beans, tomato 
juice, fruit cocktail, lettuce

Monday, April 14 (Evening meal) — Roast beef, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, corn, glazed carrots, cranberry salad, sliced tomato

Tuesday, April 15 — Tuna salad, five-bean salad, spring salad, fruit 
salad, tomato juice, mandarin oranges

Wednesday, April 16 — Meat loaf, mashed potatoes and gravy, 
stewed tomatoes, carrots, pineapple

1501 W. 29th St.
Luncheon meals served 

Mondays through Fridays, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Coffee and socializing will be served Mondays from 9-11 a.m.
Please call the day before to reserve a lunch — (402) 494-1500

Dakota County’s 
news leader

Call (402) 494-4264

Phone 833-800-5643

If you have a disability, you still have 
a right to live and work in your com-
munity, like anyone else.
The staff at the League of Human 
Dignity is skilled at helping you de-
velop a program of services tailored 
to meet your 
unique needs. 
Call us today 
to see how we 
can help.

DISABILITY:
Live Independently

DON’T GET DON’T GET 
FFOOMMOO
DON’T GET DON’T GET 
FFOOMMOO

DoTheFAFSA.org

DO THE FAFSA DO THE FAFSA 
AND GET MONEY AND GET MONEY 
FOR COLLEGE.FOR COLLEGE.

DO THE FAFSA DO THE FAFSA 
AND GET MONEY AND GET MONEY 
FOR COLLEGE.FOR COLLEGE.

Most applicants 
receive financial aid.

ing that every student, regardless of 
background or ability, has the sup-
port to thrive.”

But her greatest reward in teaching 
was shared and shown many times 
during the Friday night celebrations. 

“My greatest reward is when for-
mer students return and share their 
school memories with me. I’m at the 
point now, too, where I’m teaching 
former students’ children now. It’s 
just great to make those lasting rela-
tionships,” Shultz said.

GOLDEN APPLE
from Page 1A

report prior to completing a test and 
dissection of a fish and fetal pig.

Team members Rylinn Mitchell, 
Myleah Mackling, Kim Ahlers and 
Leighton Gentrup all received their 
State FFA degrees and the chapter 
received a Gold rating on their Na-
tional Chapter Application, which 
will be reviewed at the National 
level.

One of the team members also fin-
ished her year as a state officer. Calie 
Cockburn was the State Vice Presi-
dent this past year and spent the state 
event chairing sessions, handing out 
awards and recognitions, and giving 
her retiring address — Discipline 
Wins the Race — to FFA members. 
She recognized her parents, Chad 
and Marce Cockburn, E-H FFA ad-
visor Dylan Hurber and supporters 
Jacob Sebade and Scout Ashburn for 
their support.

STATE CHAMPS
from Page 1A

she got to see what the expectations 
are for that and she did a great job.”

“The Marriott people had a lot on 
their plate that weekend,” Warner 
added. “They had something like 
eight events going on this weekend, 
so it was a lot with so much going on 
that weekend.”

LaCroix said that it was impor-
tant for the Chamber to bring back 
the annual banquet, which is usually 
held in January, just to help the busi-
ness community understand that the 

Chamber is working for the commu-
nity.

“I think it was definitely a needed 
event,” he said. “It was a great chance 
for people to get back together and 
reconnect, and I want the Chamber 
to continue to stay engaged with the 
various businesses and organizations 
in the community and let them know 
that we’re here for them.”

Warner said that the Chamber is 
going to be working with county and 
city officials to help deal with hous-
ing and workforce issues that the 
community is facing.

“Housing is a big topic right now 

and workforce is always a chal-
lenge,” she said. “And this all kind 
of goes hand-in-hand with the school 
district, and if the school bond issue 
passes we’ll be getting more teachers 
here and we’ll need housing they can 
afford.”

The incoming casino is also some-
thing Warner is excited about, and 
she said she will want the Chamber 
to be able to help address the growth 
potential that will come once the ca-
sino is completed in the next 18-24 
months.

She said the Chamber will also be 
gearing up for next year’s banquet, 
which will return to its usual January 
slot on the calendar.

CHAMBER: Banquet reutrns from hiatus as a success
from Page 1A

clothing or other items that may have 
been used during the crime.

Interviews with the victim are 
sometimes the hardest part of the 
process, as they will be asked for 
details about what happened, which 
can be as traumatic to tell as it was to 
experience the event.

“Sometimes people go to the hos-
pital to report it but don’t want law 
enforcement involved. A lot of times, 
they just want to move past it and not 
drag it out,” McFee said.

Dakota County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Lt. Penny Epting said that hospitals 
have SAFE (Sexual Assault Nurse 
Expert) nurses who are specifically 
trained to deal with sexual assaults, 
including the gathering of evidence, 
documentation and counseling, and 
the county also has a Victim’s As-

sistance program that offers servic-
es to victims, from assistance with 
court updates and protection orders 
to counseling and other community 
services.

Once law enforcement gathers 
the evidence, it is turned over to the 
County Attorney to determine if a 
case can be made for a potential con-
viction.

“There are cases where we do not 
have enough evidence to file charges 
because we cannot prove every ele-
ment of a crime,” Dakota County 
Attorney Kim Watson said. “When 
we receive the reports from law en-
forcement on a sexual assault case, 
like any other case, we review the 
information and the Nebraska stat-
utes to determine which crime(s) to 
charge, if any. We must have a good 
faith belief that we are able to prove 
the charge(s) we file, and we must 

also consider the Rules of Evidence, 
witnesses and all of the surrounding 
circumstances.”

Having evidence of the crime is a 
key in getting a successful prosecu-
tion, South Sioux City Police Chief 
Ed Mahon said.

“There are certain things (a victim) 
needs to do and not do that keeps the 
evidence available,” he said. Victims 
should avoid showering after the in-
cident and make sure not to launder 
clothes, bedsheets or other items that 
may have come in contact with a per-
petrator’s DNA during the crime.

Many times, that DNA evidence 
is the key in a successful conviction, 
and advanced technology has helped 
solve some cases that would other-
wise have gone “cold.”

“DNA evidence has been huge and 
has helped solve cold cases that are 
years old, because now they can say 

EVIDENCE: Early reporting of a sexual assault key to getting needed info
from Page 1A with certainty whether or not a DNA 

sample belongs to a certain person,” 
he said.

Still, sometimes a sexual assault 
comes down to whose side a jury 
ultimately believes, and that can be 
frustrating for law enforcement who 
work hard to try to prove a victim’s 
case.

“It is frustrating, but you also 
need to understand the prosecution’s 
side and it is difficult,” McFee said. 
“Sometimes it comes down to a he 
said-she said situation and they go 
through the process and the jury 
comes back with a not guilty verdict. 
It can be frustrating and you feel bad 
for the victims because they want 
justice and it’s sometimes hard to 
give that to them.”

Whether or not justice ultimately 
comes, officials say it is still impor-
tant for a victim to report when they 
have been sexually assaulted as soon 
as possible.

“There are so many services out 
there for them and it can be a trau-
matic experience, and we want peo-
ple to get the help that they need,” 
McFee added.

“We stress early reporting, be-
cause it’s the best chance to get 
evidence of a sexual assault,” Epting 
said. “We have a Vctim’s Assistance 
that offers services as well and they 
can help out with a variety of things, 
including counseling and providing 
community services.”

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SEXUALLY ASSAULTED

Who To Contact
South Sioux City 

Police Department
(402) 494-7512

Dakota County 
Sheriff’s Office
(402) 987-2182

Haven House 
Family Service Center

(402) 494-7592



Nebraska is the Beef State. Agri-
culture is the heart and soul of what 
we do. One in four jobs in Nebraska 
is related to agriculture. Beef is es-
sential to our state’s economy. 

Recently, we celebrated a major 
win for our state and our beef in-
dustry. I joined over 1,000 people in 
North Platte for the ribbon-cutting 
of the new Sustainable Beef pro-
cessing plant. It will process about 
1,500 head of cattle per day when 
fully operational. It will create 850 
good-paying jobs. It will also add 
$1 billion to the local economy each 
year. This is the power of Nebraskans 
coming together to solve problems.

The journey to this day started 
years ago. When I was Governor, 
I led a trade mission to Japan and 
Vietnam. On that trip, I spoke with 
Nebraska cattle producers about the 
challenges they faced. They shared 
concerns about the prices cow-calf 
operators were receiving. I told them 
the answer was competition. That 
conversation led a group of Nebraska 
ranchers to come together and launch 
Sustainable Beef. Now, their vision 
is a reality.

Sustainable Beef is a huge win for 
North Platte, for Nebraska, and for 
the entire beef industry. Local busi-
nesses are expanding. More families 
are moving in. This is what happens 
when we invest in agriculture. This 
is what value-added agriculture looks 
like. It’s taking our products and pro-
cessing them to capture more of the 
economics.

This new plant is also proof that 
we can grow our economy while pro-
tecting our land and resources. Ne-
braska ranchers already lead the way 
in sustainability. They know how to 
care for their cattle and their land. 
Sustainable Beef will continue that 
tradition by focusing on responsible 
production practices that respect our 

environment.
Beef is essential to our state. Last 

year, Nebraska led the nation with 
over $2 billion in beef exports. We 
also led the nation in commercial cat-
tle slaughter, with nearly 6.9 million 
head processed. Nebraska ranchers 
help feed the world. Our beef indus-
try is not just part of our economy. It 
is our way of life.

Despite our success, there are 
threats to our industry. Radical ac-
tivists want to push anti-beef poli-
cies that ignore science and common 
sense. Some want to take beef off the 
menu and replace it with plant-based 
substitutes. As Senator, I’m fighting 
against those radical policies. I’m 
pushing back against burdensome 
regulations. I will always stand up 
for Nebraska agriculture and our 
ranchers.

Standing up for producers also 
means passing a strong Farm Bill. 
Ranchers need the certainty of a full, 
five-year bill. A strong Farm Bill will 
protect risk management tools like 
Price Loss Coverage and Livestock 

Risk Protection. It will secure fund-
ing for the USDA Vaccine Bank. It 
will support working lands-based 
conservation programs that protect 
our resources while respecting pri-
vate property rights. That’s why I’m 
working with my colleagues to get it 
done this year.

Food security is national security. 
The COVID-19 pandemic showed 
us how dangerous it is to depend on 
Communist China for critical sup-
ply chains. Without our farmers and 
ranchers, America would depend on 
other countries for the food we eat. 
That’s why facilities like Sustainable 
Beef are so important. They strength-
en our economy, defend our way of 
life, and protect our domestic food 
supply chain. With the dedication of 
Nebraska’s producers, the future of 
our beef industry is bright.

My team and I are here to serve 
you. Contact us anytime by phone at 
(202) 224-4224. You can also view 
my website at www.ricketts.senate.
gov/contact.

Last week was Meat Week in the 
Nebraska Legislature. I call it Meat 
Week because two important bills 
advanced in the Legislature regard-
ing meat. The first was LB 246, a 
bill to prohibit the manufacture, 
distribution and sale of lab-grown 
protein, and the other was LB 646, 
a bill which exempts feedlots from 
the Livestock Brand Act. Last week I 
wrote on lab-grown protein, so today 
I would like to address the feedlot 
problem.

All of the counties which comprise 
Legislative District 17 lie outside of 
the brand inspection area. In 1941, 
the Nebraska Legislature established 
the Nebraska Brand Committee and 
the brand inspection area. The Secre-
tary of State kept record of all brands 
until the Legislature transferred that 
authority over to the Nebraska Brand 
Committee in 1975. The brand in-
spection area comprises the western 
two-thirds of the State. 

LB 646 would allow a feedlot 
operating anywhere in Nebraska to 
apply to become an exempt feedlot, 
free from brand inspections and au-
dits. Currently, anyone sending their 
cattle to a feedlot in the brand in-
spection area must have their cattle 
inspected. LB 646 would exempt 
feedlots from the Live Stock Brand 
Act, effectively creating a uniform 
voluntary policy for cattle inspec-
tions across the whole state.

The Nebraska Brand Committee 
is responsible for determining own-
ership of livestock. When cattle go 
astray, it becomes the responsibility 
of the Nebraska Brand Committee 
to determine who owns the cattle. 
Furthermore, the Nebraska Brand 
Committee also investigates the theft 
of livestock. To give you some idea 
of the magnitude of their role, con-

sider that during the 2016-2017 fiscal 
year the Nebraska Brand Committee 
had 33,598 brands on file, inspected 
3,787,707 cattle, and recovered 969 
stray cattle.

Reforming Nebraska’s brand in-
spection laws has proven to be a con-
troversial hot topic for many years. 
Former State Sen. Tom Brewer, who 
represented the prime cattle ranch-
ing area of the Sandhills of Legisla-
tive District 43, once remarked how 
he would rather navigate through a 
mine field than debate another brand 
inspection bill on the floor of the 
Nebraska State Legislature. LB 646 
advanced to Select File last Wednes-
day; however, I voted against the 
advancement of the bill for three pri-
mary reasons.

First, brand inspections are neces-
sary to prevent theft and to protect 
livestock owners. Cattle theft con-
tinues to happen in Nebraska. For 
example, Jordan Marx was convicted 
down in Richardson County as re-
cently as 2023 for selling a total of 19 
head of his employer’s cattle in Kan-
sas. Because Richardson County lies 
outside of the brand inspection area, 
Marx never had to have the cattle in-
spected.

Second, those representing the 
cattle ranching industry all opposed 
LB 646 at the public hearing. The 
Independent Cattlemen of Nebras-
ka, Nebraska Cattlemen, Nebraska 

Farm Bureau, and Nebraska Farmers 
Union all opposed the bill at the pub-
lic hearing. Because Legislative Dis-
trict 17 lies outside of the brand in-
spection area, I felt it was important 
to listen to what the cattle ranching 
industry as a whole had to say about 
this bill, and it was easy to discern 
that they don’t want it.

Third, LB 646 is just bad for small 
cattle ranchers. The Agriculture 
Committee’s amendment to the bill, 
AM 638, raises the brand inspec-
tion fee from $1 per head of cattle to 
$1.50 per head of cattle. While larger 
ranchers may be able to absorb these 
additional costs, smaller ranchers 
cannot. Nebraska currently ranks as 
the third highest state in the Union 
for farm and ranch bankruptcies, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. Raising brand inspec-
tion fees is no different than raising 
taxes for our cattle ranchers, many 
of whom already are facing the chal-
lenges of profitability. 

Sen. Teresa Ibach of Legislative 
District 44 is the state senator who 
introduced LB 646. Sen. Ibach stat-
ed during Wednesday’s floor debate 
that she would work with Sen. Tanya 
Storer of Legislative District 43 to 
fix the bill. Sen. Ibach said she may 
pull the bill if a compromise is not 
reached. I will continue to oppose the 
bill unless an acceptable compromise 
is reached.

There are more than 5,000 children 
living in the Dakota County Star’s 
coverage area.

If you look at the number of stu-
dents registered at the four area 
public schools (South Sioux City, 
Homer, Emerson-Hubbard, Ponca) 
and St. Michael’s Elementary, 5,133 
school-age children are a part of our 
communities.

Would it blow your mind if you 
knew that almost 1 in 5 of those 
5,000-plus kids have been sexually 
assaulted?

If you were to take ratios gleaned 
from government studies about child 
sexual assault, almost 1,000 of our 
children have experienced the trau-
ma and horror of being sexually as-
saulted.

Studies by the Centers for Disease 
Control have shown that 1 in 4 girls 
and 1 in 6 boys report being sexually 
assaulted before their 18th birthday. 
With more than 367,000 children 
currently enrolled in our state’s pub-
lic and private school systems, you 
could almost fill up the 90,000-seat 
capacity of Memorial Stadium in 
Lincoln with every child in Nebraska 
who has experienced this horror. This 
doesn’t include the number of unre-
ported cases (as many as 3 in 10, de-
pending on the report), which would 
more than fill up the empty seats and 
any standing-room-only space in the 
stadium.

Bringing this back to the local 
level, applying the 1-in-4/1-in-6 ra-
tios to the enrollment numbers in the 
area districts, we’d find the following 
numbers:

— South Sioux City: 807 students
— Homer: 96 students
— Ponca: 92 students
— Emerson-Hubbard: 44 students
— St. Michael’s Elementary: 33 

students
That’s 1,072 children in our reader-

ship area who (if those ratios are ac-
curate) have reported being sexually 
assaulted. (Kick in another 150 or so 
for unreported cases if that number 
isn’t shocking enough for you.)

Child sexual assault is probably 
one of the biggest issues NOT be-
ing discussed by those who claim to 
be acting in the best interests of the 
young people in our communities. 
It’s simply too uncomfortable an is-
sue to discuss in board rooms and 
administrative meetings where deci-
sions about our children are being 

made.
And yet, if these numbers are any-

where near accurate, it’s a problem 
that is not only impacting our chil-
dren right now, but is going to have 
a permanent, long-term say in their 
futures. Many of these children are 
going to grow up never having ad-
dressed these issues in their lives, 
and then what?

Ninety percent of child sexual as-
sault cases involve situations where 
the survivor (remember, I don’t refer 
to them as “victims” in this space) 
knows his or her perpetrator. It’s a 
family member, a neighbor, a coach, 
a teacher, a minister, or even a school 
administrator. It’s somebody who has 
some position of authority over the 
survivor, and many times that power 
is abused to the point where the psy-
chological damage is carried on into 
adulthood.

There are numerous cases (none 
of which I can back with statistics) 
of individuals who are assaulted, and 
then that trauma is passed on when 
they assault someone years down the 
road. It’s a horrible circle-of-life kind 
of situation where the crime becomes 
perpetual as it is passed on down the 
line to the next generation. 

Forty-nine years ago last month, 
I became one of those survivors. I 
was sexually assaulted by the older 
brother of a classmate. The trauma 
of that experience, even to this day, 
still haunts me and shows up when 
I least expect it (it has stopped the 
writing of this column several times 
since I started putting fingers to key-
board on this last week). Thankfully, 
I’ve chosen to use my experience to 
help others, rather than hurt them, us-
ing my forum and my experience to 
inform, educate and be an advocate 
for some real change in this world 
when it comes to how sexual assault 
is dealt with in our schools and in our 
communities.

Talking about this crime is some-
thing the NEEDS to happen, and I’ve 

been putting myself out there to not 
only be a voice, but to be a listener 
for those who are going through what 
I’ve been through. And not only that, 
but I want our state’s “leadership” to 
take some real action in making sure 
that not only are survivors taken care 
of, but perpetrators see a long, cease-
less trip to hell for their actions.

Those who think nothing of steal-
ing the innocence and dignity of our 
children (or anyone, for that matter) 
through sexual assault are not worthy 
of another day’s freedom in our soci-
ety. The recidivism for this criminal 
activity is significant enough that the 
state has set up a Sex Offender Reg-
istry (available on the web at sor.ne-
braska.gov) where convicted perpe-
trators must register and update their 
current address so that the public 
knows that such an individual lives 
in their neighborhood (a recent check 
found 49 registered sex offenders 
in Dakota County and another 11 
in Dixon County, in case you were 
wondering).

If your child has been traumatized 
by this crime, please contact the au-
thorities (if you haven’t done so al-
ready) and also contact Haven House 
Family Services Center, a non-profit 
with an office here in South Sioux 
City that specializes in helping those 
deal with the trauma of sexual assault 
and domestic violence. They provide 
a variety of services and have con-
nections with counselors who can 
help children come to grips with the 
experience.

For me, the idea that even one 
child, never mind 1,000, in our com-
munity is dealing with this crime is 
sad. Our children are the future for 
our communities and we owe it to 
them to make sure they are protected 
from the evil scumbags who would 
sexually assault that little boy or little 
girl in your life. 

And if you’re a survivor, know that 
you always have a chance to share 
your experience. Young or old — my 
ears and my heart are always open.
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Meat-related bills advance

By Michael J. Carnes
Star Publisher

Don’t Get 
Me Started

Sexual assault needs  to be discussed

A look back in the
Star’s history files

10 YEARS AGO
APRIL 9, 2015

Raff earns fine arts award
The Iowa-Nebraska State Bank/

Dakota County Star Fine Arts Stu-
dent of the Week is Shyanne Raff, a 
junior at Homer Community School. 
Shyanne is the daughter of Wendy 
and David Raff. She is a four-year 
member of the National Honor Soci-
ety and High Ability Learners. Shy-
anne is a three-year member of art, 
speech and One Act. She has been 
involved in cheer for the past two 
years. she is also involved in choir, 
dance volleyball and school musi-
cal. She received third place at Con-
ference Speech. Shyanne was also 
awarded first place at Conference Art 
for both of her art pieces. 

20 YEARS AGO
APRIL 7, 2005

Rice finally lands in jail cell 
Apparently, Melvin Rice’s record 

of drunk driving wasn’t enough to 
warrant a jail sentence from District 
Court Judge Maurice Redmond. The 
67 year-old Sioux City, Iowa man 
had been arrested a dozen times since 
1977 for DUI, but showing up to the 
judge’s courtroom under the influ-
ence of alcohol was enough as Red-
mond sentenced Rice to 60 days in 
jail last Wednesday. 

30 YEARS AGO
APRIL 6, 1995

School district hits jackpot
Van Phillips, on behalf of the South 

Sioux City School District, receives 
a check in the amount of $57,000 
from Vince Kramper of Dakota City. 
Kramper, a member of the Environ-
mental Trust Fund Board, presented 
Phillips and Rick Feauto the check 
on behalf of the Environmental Trust 
Fund, which is supported by the Ne-
braska State Lottery. The presenta-
tion was made at the South Sioux 
City Chamber of Commerce Coffee 
Hour held at the Middle School in 
honor of the students Invention Con-
vention.

40 YEARS AGO
APRIL 11, 1985

Jackson Marina denied beer 
license

During a tense meeting Monday 
afternoon, the Dakota County Board 
of Commissioners voted 3-2 to deny 
a liquor license application for the 
Jackson Marina. A motion by Com-
missioner Charles Rush, seconded 
by Commissioner Daniel Rohde, to 
grant the application was defeated by 
three negative votes cast by Commis-
sioners Gretchen Hirschbach, Bill 
Stone and Leo “Pat” Engel. Ernest D. 
Harrigfeld and his wife, Paula, were 
represented by South Sioux City at-
torney Norris Leamer.

50 YEARS AGO
APRIL 10, 1975

$1 Million office building to 
be built

Joe Morten is displaying an archi-
tect’s drawing of the new $1 million 
office building for Joe Morten & son, 
Inc and Greast West Casualty Co., on 
which construction will begin this 
spring. The addition would extend 
to the south of the existing Morten 
business operation at 2607-2609 
Dakota Avenue. The 55-by-110 foot 
concrete and block wing will include 
a full basement and two floors. Con-
struction is expected to be completed 
in early 1976. The building site is a 
parking lot at present. The insurance 
co is the largest writer of truck insur-
ance in the Midwest.

Thacker named to federal 
water panel

A.E. (Al) Thacker, Jr. has been 
named a participant on the “Water 
and The Environment and Outdoor 
Recreation” of the National Confer-
ence on Water in Washington, D.C. 
April 22-24. The appointment was 
made by Rogers C.B. Morton, Chair-
man of the United States Water Re-
source Council. Mr. Thacker is presi-
dent of Thacker Marine & Supply, 
Inc. of South Sioux City and Chair-
man of the Missouri River Preserva-
tion.

US. Sen. Pete Ricketts
(R) Nebraska

Washington Report

State Sen. Glen Meyer
District 17

Legislative Report

A celebration of Nebraska Beef

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Kudos to firemen

We would like to say a big thank 
you to the local fire departments 
and our neighboring farmers who 
responded to the field fire near our 

farm on Friday, March 14. We are so 
very grateful for your service to us 
and the wider community.

Anna and Pete Speiser
Susie and Ted Rudberg

rural Emerson

Subscribe Today!
Call (402) 494-4264



By MICHAEL CARNES
Star Publisher

A recently-opened center in South 
Sioux City hopes to address the needs 
of families with autistic children with 
a unique approach to therapy.

Lighthouse Autism Center cut the 
ribbon on their new center Monday 
at 3309 Daniels Lane and gave local 
business leaders a quick tour of the 
new center, which offers a variety of 
therapy options for kids aged 2-18.

Madeline Jenkins, a board-certified 
behavior analyst at Lighthouse, said 
the facility is a medically-based ther-
apy practice that is funded through 
insurance, so kids who are accepted 
to receive services have been diag-
nosed with autism.

“Our work is geared toward 
younger learners, but we have the 
ability to get different equipment to 
serve older learners, depending on 
who reaches out to us for services,” 
she said.

Lighthouse provides a unique 
combination of speech therapy and 
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
therapy, combining speech therapy 
directly into a child’s daily program-
ming.

The center, which has 50 locations 
throughout the midwest and south 
(including five in Nebraska), got its 
start more than 20 years ago when 
Indiana residents Gregg and Sandy 

Maggioli’s son, Victor, was diag-
nosed with autism. They discovered 
ABA therapy and experienced first-
hand the transformative impact it had 
on their son and their family. From 
that, they started the Lighthouse Fu-
sion model that includes 30 minutes 
of speech therapy as part of their 
ABA goals.

Greta Rogers, a clinical adminis-
trators at the South Sioux office, said 
that a growing need for autism-relat-
ed services in the area led to Light-
house’s arrival here.

“We looked throughout the mid-
west to see where there was a need 
and saw one here,” she said. “Right 
now these kids are on a two or three-
year waiting list, and that’s some-
thing you can’t have when there are 
kids with these needs.”

When a child comes into the Light-

house program, the staff works with 
the family to set up transition and 
discharge goals. The amount of time 
needed to reach those goals is differ-
ent with each child, she said.

“We see what they need to work on, 
whether it’s communication skills or 
other things, and we set a goal where 
if they meet that, then we can look 
at discharging them back into school 
full-time,” she said.

They also work with parents to 
help educate them on how to deal 
with certain autism-related behaviors 
to help both them and their children 
be successful.

“Nebraska has parent education 
goals that are part of the insurance, 
so we have to have these goals and 
talk about what they need to work on 
and how to respond to certain behav-
iors so they can be as successful as 
possible,” Jenkins added.

For more information about Light-
house Autism Center’s services, call 
(402) 534-1486.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This week’s 
column was written by Lisa Fran-
zen Castle and contributed by Julie 
Boyle)

April is National Stress Aware-
ness month. While most of us have 
felt “stressed out” at some point, it’s 
when this feeling of stress persists 
that it can have negative impacts on 
our bodies, quality of life, and ca-
reers. 

To manage stress, the first step is 
to pinpoint your stressors. To identi-
fy true sources of stress, look closely 
at your habits, attitude, and excuses. 
Pinpointing stressors may be difficult 
because some of them may be very 
subtle. Sometimes we fail to notice 
our own stress-inducing thoughts, 
feelings, and behaviors.

Tips to help manage stress:
— Pinpoint stressors:  Try start-

ing a stress journal. Each time you 
feel stressed, keep track of it. You 
will start to see patterns and themes. 
Things to write down include: the 
cause of stress, how you felt (physi-
cally and emotionally), your reac-
tion, and what you did to make 
yourself feel better. Think about how 
you currently manage and cope with 
stress. Are your strategies healthy or 
unhealthy?

— Know your limits:  It may be 
surprising to discover the number of 
stressors that can be reduced and/or 
eliminated. Learning to say no is an 
important part of knowing your lim-
its and sticking to them. Whether it is 
for personal or professional reasons, 
taking on more than one can handle 
is a guaranteed recipe for stress. Be 
mindful of your current schedule and 
commitments.

— Alter stressful situations: If it’s 
not possible to avoid a stressful situ-
ation, try to alter it. Deal with prob-
lems head on and do your best to an-
ticipate and prevent them. Poor time 
management can cause stress. When 
you’re stretched too thin and behind, 
it’s hard to stay calm and focused. 

Plan ahead and make sure you don’t 
overextend yourself.

— Try changing the reaction: If 
changing a stressor is not probable, 
try changing the reaction to it. Adapt-
ing to stressful situations can help 
regain a sense of control by alter-
ing expectations and attitude. Try to 
view stressful situations from a more 
positive standpoint. Take perspective 
of the situation. Ask yourself how 
important it will be in the long run.

— Nurture yourself for improved 
health: Beyond a take-charge ap-
proach and a positive attitude, stress 
levels can be reduced by nurturing 
yourself. Set aside time to relax in 
your daily schedule. Do something 
enjoyable every day, whether it is 
playing the piano, dancing, sing-
ing, going for a walk, calling a good 
friend, working on crossword puz-
zles, or reading a book. Everyone is 
different, so it’s important to discov-
er what is relaxing for you.

— Increase your resistance to 
stress: Regular physical activity and 
healthy eating patterns can help com-
bat stress. Make time for at least 30 
minutes of activity every day. Find 
activities that are enjoyable and that 
can be done with a friend or group 
to increase accountability. Start your 
day off with a healthy breakfast and 
keep your energy up and your mind 
clear with balanced, nutritious meals 
and snacks throughout the day.

Stress is defined as mental, emo-
tional, or physical tension or strain 
and too much can negatively impact 
health. Some ways to lower stress are 
to make a conscious effort to spend 
more time in a lower gear, take time 
in between bursts to rest and recu-
perate, or learn how to change your 
point of view and look at the posi-
tive rather than the negative aspect 
of a situation. For more information 
about stress and wellness resources, 
check out https://ruralwellness.unl.
edu/resources.
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  90.26 Acres M/L of Farmland in Dakota County, Nebraska 
OFFERED IN TWO TRACTS 

Sections 19 & 20, Covington Township, Dakota County, NE 
(Per Original Government Survey)  

 PUBLIC AUCTION - LIVE AND ONLINE BIDDING   
Online Bidding @ BrockAuction.com & Click on HiBid 

Friday, April 25th, 2025 @ 10:00 AM  
Sale to be held at The Don’$ - 801 W 13th St. South Sioux City, NE 68776 

For complete Details, Photos and Video go to www.BrockAuction.com 
 DOUGLAS GODDARD REVOCABLE TRUST  

BRUCE R. BROCK - BROKER 
BRUCE R. BROCK RE L.L.C. 
World Champion Auctioneer 
Licensed in IA, MO, NE & SD 
1321 Hawkeye Ave SW, Le Mars, IA 
(712) 548-4634   
 "The Midwest's Largest and Fastest Growing Auction Company with 4 Generations Serving The Midwest Since 1919" 

LAND LOCATION - From South Sioux City, NE: Go Southwest 1 mile on Highway 77, 
West ½ mile on College Way, then continue West ½ mile on Golf Road.             
From Dakota City, NE: Go North 4 miles on Highway 75/77, West ½ mile on College 
Way, then continue West ½ mile on Golf Road. From Sioux City, IA: Go South on 
Wesley Parkway into Nebraska on the Siouxland Veterans Memorial Bridge onto 
Business Highway 20, Southwest 1 mile on Highway 77, West ½ mile on College 
Way, then continue West ½ mile on Golf Road. 

TROY DONNELLY 
Broker/Auctioneer 

Licensed in: NE, IA & SD 
Elk Point, SD 

712-899-3748 
 

“The Land Marketing Professionals for Over 105 Years” 
Is Offering 

Extension Update
JULIE

BOYLE
Food, Nutrition, & Health

Extension Educator
Dakota County

Tips on how to 
deal with stress

(PHOTO BY MICHAEL CARNES)
Madeline Jenkins, board-certified behavior analyst, cuts the ribbon to mark the grand opening of the Lighthouse 
Autism Center, located at 3309 Daniels Lane in South Sioux City. With her (center) are Greta Rogers, clinical admin-
istrator; and Makenzie Bates, clinical apprentice.

New autism center helps out 
with therapy services

“We see what they need 
to work on . . . and we set 
a goal where if they meet 
that, they we can look at 
discharging them back into 
school full-time.”

– Madeline Jenkins
Board-certified behavior analyst
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From The
Bleachers

By
Michael
Carnes

Streaky 
Muskies look 

to get hot
On a day when Alex Ovechkin 

broke Wayne Gretzky’s all-time 
record for goals scored, it would 
have seemed only fitting for long-
time Washington Capitals fan Jason 
Kersner to see his Sioux City Mus-
keteers extend their late-season win 
streak to eight games Sunday after-
noon.

Unfortunately, the Muskies laid an 
egg in their home finale, a 5-2 dud 
against Tri-City that seemed only 
fitting considering the roller-coaster 
ride this team has taken Kersner and 
Musketeers fans on this season.

Sioux City started the year smok-
ing hot, winning their first five games 
before losing four of their next five, 
setting the wheels in motion for what 
has been a challenging year for the 
Muskies’ mentor.

“We had a big win Friday against 
a very good Dubuque team that got 
us to six in a row, and we’ve played 
like dog water ever since,” he said 
after Sunday’s loss. “I don’t know 
what it was, but once we clinched 
fourth we took our foot off the gas.”

Sioux City managed a 2-1 home 
win over Ce-
dar Rapids on 
Sunday night 
and got off to 
a good start 
against the 
visiting Storm 
when Gia-
como Mar-
tino found the 
back of the net 
6 1/2 minutes into the first period.

Tri-City lit the lamp twice in the 
second period and had 33 shots on 
goal after the first 40 minutes to 
take control of the game. Nicholas 
Sykora scored on a late second-
period power play to tie the match, 
but the Musketeers mailed in the fi-
nal period to bring their seven-game 
winning streak to a quiet end, tak-
ing a 31-22-3-4 mark into the final 
weekend.

“We’ve just been a streaky team 
this year,” Kersner said. “We started 
5-0, then went 4-12, and then we 
came back and went 11-1 before go-
ing 3-9, and then we won seven be-
fore today. Maybe we need to lose 
these last two to end the season and 
that would mean we’re ready to get 
hot again.”

With games at Waterloo and Des 
Moines this weekend, the only thing 
Kersner and the green-and-gold are 
waiting on is who they will face in 
the first round of the USHL Western 
Confernece playoffs that start next 
week. As the fourth seed in the six-
team West bracket, Sioux City will 
be at home. 

Fargo and Tri-City will occupy the 
fifth and sixth spots, with one play-
ing at No. 3 Waterloo and the other 
facing the No. 4 Musketeers. (Top-
seeded Lincoln and No. 2 Sioux 
Falls both have first-round byes.)

The question is — who would 
Kersner rather face?

The Force are a long way from 
last year’s 102-point juggernaut that 
claimed the Clark Cup, and Sioux 
City has beaten Fargo like a rented 
mule, winning seven of eight match-
ups this season.

On the other hand, Sunday’s win 
was the Storm’s fifth in six tries 
against the Muskies.

Either way, Kersner insists it 
won’t be easy come playoff time.

“It’s outside our control and 
comes down to this weekend,” he 
said. “Tri-City has dominated us 
and we’ve been able to beat Fargo, 
so maybe Fargo is the better match-
up. But nothing comes easy in this 
league and we’ll have to be ready to 
play no matter who it is.”

If the Musketeers can flip the 
script on this topsy-turvy season, 
who knows how far this team can 
go?

“This is the streakiest team I’ve 
been associated with in 25 years, 
but I’m going to stay optimistic,” 
the coach said. “I feel like if we get 
hot at the right time, we can beat 
anybody. If we’re fortunate enough 
to get out of this first round against 
whoever finishes fifth, we’ll turn the 
page and see if we can get ready for 
whoever is next.”

Search on 
for coaches 

at SSC
South Sioux City athletic director 

Jeff Squier confirmed to the Dakota 
County Star Tuesday that the school 
is looking for new head coaches for 
football and boys wrestling for the 
2025-26 school year.

Both football coach Jackson Dick-
erson and boys wrestling coach Ja-
cob Renken will not 
be returning to the 
school next year. A 
reason for their step-
ping down was not 
given by Squier.

Dickerson, who was 
the Cardinals’ head 
coach the past three 
seasons, led South 
Sioux to back-to-back 
5-4 campaigns after 
a 2-7 finish in 2022. 
The Cardinals just 
missed the Class A 
playoffs in 2024, fin-
ishing 18th in the wild 
card point standings.

Renken was the 
Cardinals’ wrestling 
coach for four sea-
sons. The Cardinal grapplers placed 
13th in Class a and were led by two-
time state champion Tony Palmer, 
who won the Class A 215-pound 
state title. South Sioux had two state 
medalists in the 2024-25 winter sea-
son, including fifth-place medalist 
Adrian Curiel at 190 pounds.

Dickerson

Renken

(PHOTO BY MICHAEL CARNES)
South SIoux City senior Tiffany Nicholas-Trochez passes the ball upfield during the Lady Cardinals’ 1-0 win over Sioux City West in action Thursday at the 
Cardinal Athletic Complex.

Lady Cards get first goal, win of season
After suffering a pair of shutouts to start the 

season, the South Sioux City girls soccer team 
put a mark on the board and in the win column 
Thursday.

Helen Nicholas-Trochez put a shot toward goal 
that bounced past the Sioux City West goalkeep-

er and rolled into the net with about 15 minutes 
left to give the Lady Cards the 1-0 win over the 
Lady Wolverines in action at the Cardinal Athletic 
Complex.

Both teams were winless and scoreless com-
ing into Thursday’s game and neither team could 

find the net in the first half, but South Sioux City’s 
offense pressed the issue in the second half and 
Nicholas-Trochez found the goal for the game’s 
lone goal.

Athziry Mojica-Garcia kept a clean scoresheet 
for the Lady Cardinals.

(PHOTO BY MICHAEL CARNES)
Morgan Blake returns a volley for the South Sioux City girls tennis team during a home dual Tuesday against Sioux 
City West. 

Girls tennis team drop road duals
South Sioux City’s girls tennis team saw some im-

provement despite losing a pair of road duals last week.
On Tuesday, the Lady Cards fell 7-2 to Blair, getting 

wins in singles with Stephanie Amaya and Lula Garvey. 
Amaya won 8-6 at No. 1 singles while Garvey was a 9-7 
winners at No. 2 singles.

Morgan Blake, Gabrielle Ruff, Claudia Rualcava and 
Thuy Nguyen all lost in singles play. The Lady Bears 
swept SSC in the three doubles matches.

On Thursday, SSC lost in a River Cities Conference 
battle with Omaha Gross, 7-2. Garvey picked up SSC’s 
only win in singles action, and the tandem of Rubalcava 
and Nguyen were winners at No. 3 doubles.

SSC hosted Sioux City West on Tuesday and will be on 
the road next Tuesday at Omaha Skutt.

Dual Results
Blair 7, SSC 2

Singles — 1. Stephanie Amaya, SSC, def. Hadyn Ferguson, 
8-6; 2. Lula Garvey, SSC, def. Angela Roehrs, 9-7; 3. Ally Sullivan, 
Blair, def. Morgan Blake, 8-2; 4. Roslyn Solano, Blair, def. Gabrielle 
Ruff, 8-3; 5. Lissy Spangler, Blair, def. Claudia Rubalcava, 8-1; 6. 
Kayleia Chesson, Blair, def. Thuy Nguyen, 8-1.

Doubles — 1. Sullivan/Abby Leggott, Blair, def. Amaya/Ruff, 
8-3; 2. Chesson/Inget, Blair, def. Garvey/Blake, 8-2; 3. Spangler/
Hannah Huetson, Blair, def. Rubalcava/Nguyen, 8-3. 

Omaha Gross 7, SSC 2
Singles — 1. Molly Exline, Gross, def. Stephanie Amaya, 8-4; 

2. Lula Garvey, SSC, def. Lauren Kosse, 8-6; 32. Kali Wonderlich, 
Gross, def. Morgan Blake, 8-6; 4. Ava Puentes, Gross, def. Gabrielle 
Ruff, 8-5; 5. Dezirae Hunter, Gross, def. Claudia Rubalcava, 9-8; 6. 
Olivia Goodwin, Gross, def. Thuy Nguyen, 8-6.

Doubles — 1. Puentes/Wonderlich, Gross, def. Amaya/Ruff, 
8-1; 2. Hunter/Sofia Gomez, Gross, def. Garvey/Blake, 8-3; 3. 
Rubalcava/Nguyen, SSC, def. Joslyn Kristi/Miley Morrisey, 8-4.

Baseballers
fall to 2-3

The South Sioux City baseball 
team dropped two games last 
week to fall to 2-3 on the young 
season.

The Cardinal nine let one get 
away in West Point last Friday, 
March 28, dropping a 7-4 deci-
sion.

Both teams had 10 hits in the 
game, but a six-run fifth inning 
helped the home tem overcome 
a 3-1 deficit to come away with 
the win.

Four Cardinals had two hits 
in the game, including Jonas 
Jensen, Darrius Helms, Jack-
son Jensen and Alejandro Ro-
driguez. Keaton Ross had two 
RBI’s and the Jensen, Carlo 
Meraz and Colten Burns all 
scored runs in the losing effort.

On Thursday, SSC traveled to 
Wayne and were shut out by the 
Class C state-rated Blue Devils, 
11-0.

South Sioux City was limited 
to a pair of hits in the loss, sin-
gles by Helms and Reece Stock-
ton. 

The Cardinals are home for a 
triangular on Saturday.

Cardinals hit the track at Platteview Invitational
South Sioux City’s track and field 

teams competed outdoors for the first 
time on Friday, participating in the 
Platteview Invitational.

The SSC boys were sixth overall 
with seven medalists, while the Lady 
Cardinals finished 10th and brought 
back six medals.

In the boys division, Luke Mc-
Ginty led the way with a first-place 

effort in the 800-meter run. he also 
fan on the 1,600 and 3200 relays that 
finished fifth and second, respec-
tively.

Avan Salas was fourth in the 200 
and the 400-meter relay tandem also 
finished fourth. Sixth-place med-
als went to Nathan Robles in the 
3,200-meter run and Jared Munoz in 
the pole vault.

In girls action, Zulema Godinez-
Ponce won the shot put to pad the 
Lady Cards’ medal haul.

Fourths went to Khyah Vaughn 
in the 100 and the 400-meter relay 
teams. Vaughn was fifth in the 200 
and Melanie Magana (3,200) and 
Madelynn Bohnet (pole vault) both 
earned sixth-place finishes.

SSC’s tracksters head to Vermil-
lion on Thursday for the USD Invite 
and will be in the Sioux City Relays 
this weekend.

Platteview Invitational
Girls Team Standings

Wahoo 74, Fort Calhoun 66, Plattsmouth 
64, Omaha Roncalli 64, York 57, Lincoln 
Christian 48, Malcolm 41, Platteview 38, 
Milford 24, South Sioux City 22, Nebraska 
City 12, Douglas County West 9, Louisville 
6, Omaha Gross 2.

SSC Medalists

100: 4. Khyah Vaughn, 13.61. 200. 
5. Vaughn, 28.01. 3,200: 6. Melanie 
Magana, 13:09.16. Pole vault: 6. Madelynn 
Bohne, 8-6. Shot put: 1. Zulema Godinez-
Ponce, 38-1. 400 relay: 4. SSC (Tranmer, 
DeRochie, Davis, Vaughn), 65.15. 

Boys Team Standings
Wahoo 104, Fort Calhoun 77, Platteview 

75, Milford 55, Omaha Roncalli 32, South 
Sioux City 30, Mount Michael 28, Malcolm 
24, Omaha Gross 22, York 20, Plattsmouth 
19, Douglas County West 19, Lincoln 
Christian 12, Louisville 10.

SSC Medalists
200: 4. Avan Salas, 23.17. 800: 1. Luke 

McGinty, 2:04.72. 3,200: 6. Nathan Robles, 
11:00.22. Pole vault: 6. Jared Munoz, 9-6. 
400 relay: 4. SSC (Baker, Turner, Torres, 
Salas), 46.31. 1,600 relay: 5. SSC (Ibrahim, 
Munzambi, Ngeleka, McGinty), 3:49.91. 
3,200 relay: 2. SSC (Munzambi, Magana, 
Ngeleka, McGinty), 8:31.44.

Boys soccer getting into 
the groove with wins

After stumbling to a 1-3 start, it ap-
pears the South Sioux City boys soc-
cer team is starting to find its groove.

The Cardinals lost an overtime 
thriller at Lexington on March 29, 
but ran off wins over Omaha Gross 
and Gretna before winning two 
games for first-place honors at the 
Norfolk Invitational on Saturday.

After the 3-1 overtime loss to the 
Minutemen, SSC bounced back last 
Tuesday and peppered the Omaha 
Gross net with a 10-0 blowout win.

South Sioux scored seven times in 
the first 40 minutes to put the game 
out of reach early, highlighted by 
Lazaro Hernandez’ hat trick. The ju-
nior also added an assist for a seven-

point day for the Cardinals.
Gustavo Garcia had two goals and 

two assists in the win and Victor Le-
mus added a pair of scores. Also find-
ing the net were Michigan Ngoma, 
Cesar Alferez and Luis Munguia.

On Thursday, the Cardinals broke 
a scoreless first half with a pair of 
goals and came home with a 2-1 win 
at Gretna. Hernandez was named the 
team’s Outstanding Player for the 
game.

South Sioux handled Lincoln Pius 
2-1 and shut out Norfolk 3-0 on Sat-
urday to claim the championship at 
the Norfolk Invitational. Individual 
statistics were not available at press 
time.

Ponca second at Doerr Inv.
Ponca’s track and field teams both 

claimed runner-up honors at last 
week’s Ray Doerr Invitational held 
at Plainview High School.

The Lady Indians won three 
events, led by distance runner Ava 
Brennan, who claimed first in the 
1,600 and 3,200-meter runs. Ellesyn 
Hrouda led a 1-3-6 finish for Ponca 
with a win in the 800, folloed by 
Jaelen Templeman and Ashtyn Pick, 
respectively.

Alexa Mcghee (400) and Elsie 
Keller (discus) both earned runner-
up honors. Ponca also finished sec-
ond in the 1,600 and 3,200-meter 
relays. Laken Pfister rounded out the 
Ponca girls’ effort with a fourth in the 
1,600.

On the boys’ end, Zyan Conrad and 
Gannon Pfister both won individual 
races and teamed up for a win in the. 
1,600-meter relay, joined by Caden 
Cleveland and Casey Chadwick.

Conrad also had a second in the 
400, as did Zach Luze (shot put) and 
the 3,200-meter relay.

Chadwick was third in the 800 and 
Cleveland finished fourth in the 400 
to round out the Indians’ day.

Plainview Ray Doerr Invitational

Girls Team Standings
Pierce 117, Ponca 81, Norfolk Catholic 62, 

Wausa 61, Stanton 44, LCC 36, Lutheran 
High NE 28, Plainview 23, St. Mary’s 20, 
Ainsworth 17, Creihgton 6, Randolph 1.

Ponca Medalists
400: 2. Alexa Mcghee, 1:04.42. 800: 

1. Ellesyn Hrouda, 2:38.67; 3. Jaelen 
Templeman, 2:44.27; 6. Ashtyn Pick, 
2:47.45. 1,600: 1. Ava Brennan, 5:51.20; 4. 
Laken Pfister, 6:10.17. 3,200: 1. Brennan, 
12:37.19; 2. Pfister, 13:23.92. Discus: 2. 
Elsie Keller, 102-2. 1,600 relay: 2. Ponca 
(Taylor, Hrouda, McAfee, Mcghee), 4:32.43. 
3,200 relay: 2. Ponca (Hrouda, Brennan, 
Pick, McAfee), 10:44.31. 

Boys Team Standings
Pierce 116, Ponca 64, Norfolk Catholic 

61, Plainview 46, Stanton 39, Creeighton 
37, Wausa 36, St. Mary’s 32, Lutheran 
High NE 24, CWC 11, LCC 10, Ainsworth 8, 
Osmond 6, Santee 6.

Ponca Medalists
200: 1. Zyan Conrad, 23.97. 400: 2. 

Conrad, 53.81; 4. Caden Cleveland, 55.11. 
800: 3. Casey Chadwick, 2:17.41. 3,200: 1. 
Gannon Pfister, 10:33.21. Shot put: 2. Zach 
Luze, 48-0. 1,600 relay: 1. Ponca (Conrad, 
Cleveland, Pfister, Chadwick), 3:43.95. 
3,200 relay: 2. Ponca (Chadwick, Hogan, 
Coughlin, Pfister), 9:22.94.
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OBITUARIES

Gloria Jean Bligh, 73
Gloria Jean Bligh, 73 of South Sioux City, passed 

away on Friday, April 4, 2025 at her home after a 
long illness. Abiding by family wishes, 
cremation has taken place and a Celebra-
tion of Life Service will be held at a later 
date. Mohr & Becker-Hunt Funeral Home 
has assisted the family with arrangements. 

Gloria was born to Perry and Marie 
Tompkins, raised in Walthill. She gradu-
ated from Walthill High School in 1969. 
That same year, she married Ronald Frank 
and they had two beautiful daughters from 
this union. They later divorced. Gloria 
moved to South Sioux City in 1971.

In 1994, Gloria married Dennis Bligh 
and combined a family of her two daugh-
ters and Denny’s four sons. Her dedica-
tion to her family and friends will forever be cher-
ished. Her children and grandchildren brought her 
many happy memories to live on.

She was manager at Lazy M Liquor for 25 years. 
Gloria enjoyed traveling across the U.S. for work and 

pleasure with her husband, Denny.
Gloria was preceded in death by her 

parents and her sister, Judi Belt.
Gloria is survived by her husband Den-

ny, two daughters Shannon (Ryan) Lias 
and Deanna (Tony) Haukap, and four 
stepsons Joe Bligh, Rod (Tiffini) Bligh, 
David (Judy) Bligh, and Danny (Sarah) 
Bligh. 

Grandchildren were most important 
to her. They include Cole Lias, Macken-
zie Haukap, Kobe Haukap, Meah Bligh, 
Bodey Bligh, Bianca Bligh, Noah Bligh, 
Iris Bligh, and Jemma Bligh.

Her siblings include Fred Tompkins, 
Elaine Rasmussen, Bonnie Schmitz, Bill Tompkins, 
Perry Tompkins Jr. and Jane Kinman. Also left to 
cherish her memories are many nieces and nephews.

Bligh

Theresa Anne Miller, 83
It is with deep sorrow that we announce the pass-

ing of Theresa Miller (83), a cherished wife, mother, 
grandmother, and friend. Theresa was the 
heart of her family — a true matriarch 
whose life was defined by unwavering 
love, quiet strength, and boundless gen-
erosity.

Theresa Hough was born in Minden, 
Iowa to parents John and Blanche Hough. 
Growing up, her family moved around 
a lot until settling in Homer, Nebraska, 
where she met her husband, Roger Mill-
er, while in high school. They married in 
1961 and went on to have three children, 
14 grandchildren, and 27 great-grandchil-
dren. Theresa also had the opportunity 
to host a foreign exchange student from 
Brazil, Claudia Olivera. To this day, Claudia lovingly 
calls Theresa and Roger “mom and dad,” and has vis-
ited and kept in touch with them throughout her life. 
Theresa spent her career working at First Community 
Bank in Homer and retired after 45 years of service. 
During her retirement, she moved to the family farm 
outside of Homer, where her husband, Roger, spent 
his childhood. The last few years of her life were 
spent at Holy Spirit Retirement Home in Sioux City, 
Iowa. She was quite fond of the staff who cared for 
her and very much enjoyed visits from their babies 
and young children.

Throughout her life, Theresa was a devoted wife, 
mother, and grandmother whose greatest joy came 
from caring for those she loved. She was a constant 
and unwavering presence in the lives of her grand-
children — cheering them on at every sporting event, 
supporting their hobbies, and even lending a helping 
hand with their part-time jobs. Her home was a place 
of comfort and joy, where sleepovers were frequent 
and laughter was always present. Her grandchildren 
hold dear countless cherished memories: camping 
at Snyder’s Bend, trips to the farm, sledding adven-
tures, hunting excursions, staying up late to watch 

comets and meteor showers, and day-after-Thanks-
giving shopping trips. Theresa’s love wove its way 

into every moment, creating a lifetime 
of treasured experiences her family will 
carry with them forever.

Theresa’s kindness extended beyond 
her family. She had a special affection for 
dogs, and any furry friend who crossed 
her path could expect a treat — whether 
tucked in her pocket or stashed in her 
trusty minivan. Her love for animals was 
just one example of her generous heart. 
She had a quiet way of making everyone 
feel valued, offering comfort through sim-
ple acts of love — a warm meal, a kind 
word, or a welcoming smile. Theresa’s 
compassion touched many lives, and her 

legacy of love and care will never be forgotten.
Theresa is survived by her loving family, which 

includes her husband Roger Miller, her daughters 
Christy (Tony) Josta, Jody Wingert, Kathy (Todd) 
Rosener, Claudia (Marcos) Olivera, her grandchil-
dren Andrew (Riley) Stolze, Abbie (Adam) Uhl, Jen-
ny (Matt) Handlos, Abbigail (Luis) Escobedo, Aaron 
(Dena) Wingert, Sara (Jared) Fouts, Taylor (Brian) 
Kenagy, Samantha (Chance) Bernstrauch, Garrett 
(Jax) Holgate, Alex (Kelly) Holgate, Jacob (Kaitlyn) 
Luiken, Maddie Rosener, Ayden Rosener, along with 
27 great grandchildren, and countless cousins and 
friends who will forever carry her memory in their 
hearts. She leaves behind a legacy of love and kind-
ness.

She was preceded in death by her mother and fa-
ther, Blanche and John Hough, sister Gloria Burlison, 
brothers Fred and Tom Hough, and two grandchil-
dren April and Anthony Josta.

A celebration of life will be held on Monday, April 
7 at Mohr & Becker-Hunt Funeral Home, 1431 W. 
29th St., South Sioux City,. Visitation will be at 10 
a.m., services will begin at 10:30 a.m. Lunch will be 
served following the ceremony.

Miller

TCNE girls third, boys sixth at Hartington
The Tri County Northeast girls 

and boys track and field teams fin-
ished third and sixth, respectively, in 
the Cedar Catholic Invitational held 
Thursday at the Hartington Commu-
nity Complex.

The Lady Wolfpack won four 
events, led by Kiya Tornez and 
Bre Millard. Both medaled in the 
100 and 200, with Tornez winning 
both events and Millard finishing 
sixth and second, respectively. Mil-
lard won the 300-meter hurdles 
and Tornez claimed first in the long 
jump.

Millard also placed fifth in the 
100-meter hurdles. Alejandra Her-
mosillo was third in the 3,200-meter 
run and led off the 3,200-meter relay 
that finished fifth, joined by Hailey 
Millard, Samantha Rastede and Jen-
ni Olson.

In boys competition, Bryan Isom 

had a hand in four medals and won 
the 300-meter hurdles race in a time 
of 42.74 seconds. He was third in 
both the 110 hurdles and the triple 
jump and was joined by Jackson 
Belt, Devin Reinert and Tucker An-
derson in a sixth-place time of 48.53 
seconds in the 400-meter relay.

Thatcher Lamp was sixth in the 
110 hurdles and third in the 300 
hurdles. The 3,200-meter relay of 
Jude Ridenour, Alex Snyder, Devon 
Lewellen and Aidan Isom finished 
fifth.

Girls Team Scoring
Battle Creek 163, Bloomfield 72, Tri 

County NE 59, Niobrara/Verdigre 58, 
Hartington CC 58, Hartington-Newcastle 
49, St. Mary’s 22, Crofton 17, Wynot 12, 
Crofton JV 12, Battle Creek JV 2.

TCNE Medalists
100: 1. Kiya Tornez, 13.25; 6. Bre Millard, 

13.88. 200: 1. Tornez, 28.46; 2. Millard, 

29.19. 3,200: 3. Alejandra Hermosillo, 
14:46.59. 100 hurdles: 5. Millard, 18.36. 
300 hurdles: 1. Millard, 49.19. 3,200 relay: 
5. TCNE (Hermosillo, Hailey Millard, 
Samantha Rastede, Jenni Olson), 15:37.96. 
Long jump: 1. Tornez, 16-0 1/2. 

Boys Team Scoring
Battle Creek 174, Hartington CC 82, 

Hartington-Newcastle 54, St. Mary’s 43, 
Bloomfield 34, Tri County NE 32, Crofton 
25, Battle Creek JV 18, Crofton JV 15, 
Wynot 10, Niobrara/Verdigre 4, Hartington 
CC JV 4.

TCNE Medalists
110 hurdles: 3. Bryan Isom, 16.86; 6. 

Thatcher Lamp, 19.18. 300 hurdles: 1. 
Isom, 42.74; 3. Lamp 44.94. 400 relay: 6. 
TCNE (Isom, Jackson Belt, Devin Reinert, 
Tucker Anderson), 48.53. 3,200 relay: 5. 
TCNE (Jude Ridenour, Alex Snyder, Devon 
Lewellen, Aidan Isom), 13:57.93. Triple 
jump: 3. B. Isom, 39-3 1/2.

REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS

DAKOTA COUNTY COURT NEWS
Leonnis R Barthelemy Duran, 26, South Sioux City; 

no proof of insurance, fine $50
Rayniel Fonseca, 39, South Sioux City; truck parking, 

fine $100
Juan D Franco, 35, South Sioux City; no operator’s 

license, fine $150; fail to yield row-entering roadway, fine 
$25

Branden R Kuebelbeck, 33, St. Paul, Minn.; defendant 
failed to appear

Maria C Morales Martin, 27, South Sioux City; defen-
dant failed to appear

Amanda M Phommavong, 43, South Sioux City; no 
proof of insurance, fine $50

Julio Ramon Juan, 53, Sioux City, Iowa; defendant 
failed to appear

Traven D Richardson, 23, Onawa, Iowa; no proof of 
insurance, fine $300

German B Rodriguez Quetchel, 27, South Sioux City; 
no operator’s license, fine $150

Guadalupe L Garcia-Chavez, 34, South Sioux City; no 
proof of insurance, fine $50

Angel E Infante, 32, South Sioux City; speeding 11-15 
mph, fine $75; no proof of insurance, fine $150

Victor J Gutierrez, 18, Dakota City; no valid registra-
tion, fine $50

Thairy Hamadou, 27, Sioux City, Iowa; nonresident 
violate 30-day immunity, fine $50; fail to signal before 
100 feet, fine $25

Eldon Lepis, 27, Sioux City, Iowa; nonresident violate 
30-day immunity, fine $200; improper/defective vehicle 
lighting, fine $25

Randolph S Robinson, 71, Walthill; pedestrian on 
highway, fine $100

Patrick J Steinhauer, 31, South Sioux City; no valid 
registration, fine $200; fail to appear or comply with cita-
tion, fine $150

Davonta L Brown, 22, Sioux City, Iowa; DUI-alcohol 
-1st offense, fine $500, probation 6 months, revoked 
license 60 days 

Christopher A Clay, 36, Walthill; DUI-.15+, fine $500, 
revoked license 1 year, jail 7 days; no proof of insurance, 
fine $150

Robbie D Lovejoy, 24, Walhill; DUI.15+, fine $500, 
probation 9 months, community service 120 hours, re-
voked license 1 year

Chris A Saltman, 63, Fort Myers, Fla., resist arrest -1st 
offense, fine $1,000; nonresident violate 30-day immunity 
fine $150; fail to appear, jail 7 days

Jonathan Zavala, 20, South Sioux City; waiver of 
extradition (Iowa) fugitive from justice

Jose Hernandez-Bran, 23, South Sioux City; DUI.15+ 
fine $500, jail 14 days, revoked license 1 year; drive under 
suspension, fine $150; no operator’s license, jail 7 days

Aileen G Deleon, 25, Dakota City; drive under sus-
pension/before reinstated, fine $100; no operator’s license, 
fine $500

Sandy E Gil, Rodriguez, 34, South Sioux City; drive 
under suspension/before reinstated, fine $100; no opera-
tor’s license, fine $500

Faith L Niebaum, 31, South Sioux City; assault-threat-
en, fine $500, jail 45 days, probation 11 months; commit 
child abuse negligently, jail 14 days, probation 11 months.

Liberty National Bank, to Schlotman Brenda L, Lot 14 
in block 39, Joy Place Addition of South Sioux City

Eriksen Catherine M, TKR Trucking Inc, Lot 10,11,12 
in block 23, Hubbard of Hubbard

Apolonio Judith, to Tinajero Javier, Tinajero Daniela, 
Lot 3,4,5,6 in block 29, Covington Addition of South 
Sioux City

Akins Richard, Akins Peggy, to Akins Richard J Co-
Trustee, Akins Peggy A Co-Trustee, Dick & Peggy Akins 
Revocable Trust, S-T-R 27-29-9 E PT NW 1/4 NW 1/4, 
S-T-R 27-29-9 E PT NW 1/4 NW 1/4

Lieber Daniel D, Lieber Deborah J, to Suarez Javier 
Maldonado, Lot 12,13,14 in block 4, Original Addition 
South Sioux City, Lot 15,16 in block 4, Original Addition 
South Sioux City

Douangkeo Bounkeuth, Douangkeo Jhone, to Lee 
Thang, Lee Se Xiong, Lot 12 and Pt Lot 11 in block 65, 

Dakota City
Char-Rae 2 LLC, to Snuttjer Eugene P Co-Trustee, 

Snuttjer Wanda L Co-Trustee, Joint Revocable Trust of 
Eugene P & Wanda L Snuttjer, Lot 6 and PT Lot 5 in 
block 35, Covington Addition of South Sioux City

Lutt Michael A, Lutt Rhonda R, Cooke Brian A, to 
JCO Holdings LLC, LMO Holdings LLC, Olson Gary, 
Olson Victoria, S-T-R 27-27-9 E PT SE 1/4 NW 1/4

Boltz Todd, to Becerra Victor M, Becerra Karen, S-T-
R 7-28-7 E PT NW 1/4, S-T-R 7-28-7 E PT SW 1/4

Barclay Beau J, to Valdivia Jan Carlos Nuno, Lopez 
Yajaira Perez, Lot 6 in block Replat 9, Dakota City

Hurtado Maria FKA Maria Concepcion Benitez De 
La Lu, Hurtado Alberto to Magana Jose J Magana, Cisne-
ros Reveca, Lot 13,14 in block 16, First Railway of South 
Sioux City

Child Abuse Prevention Month recognized
Nebraska Governor Jim Pillen 

signed a proclamation recently de-
claring April as Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month.

“Child abuse and neglect can be 
reduced by ensuring families have 
the necessary resources available 
to them to ensure their children can 
grow in a safe, stable environment,” 
Gov. Pillen said. “Meaningful child 
abuse prevention efforts take all of 
us.”

Representatives from the Nebraska 
Department of Health and Human 
Services’ (DHHS) Division of Chil-
dren and Family Services (CFS), 
Nebraska Children and Families 
Foundation (NCFF), and Nebraska 
Child Abuse Prevention Fund Board 
(NCAPF) were in attendance, wear-
ing blue in honor of the month.

“It’s through strong collaborations 
between these groups and many oth-
ers in the communities throughout 
our state that we’re able to lay the 

groundwork of prevention and sup-
port for families to be safe,” said Dr. 
Alyssa Bish, Director of CFS.

Child Abuse Prevention Month 
has been celebrated nationally since 
1983. For more than 40 years, or-
ganizations across the country have 
recognized the month, providing 
important information regarding 
the prevention of child abuse and 
neglect. In 2008, the blue pinwheel 
became the national symbol for the 
month.

“We believe that families and 
communities are the critical com-
ponent to the success of our state,” 
Bish said. “When a community sup-
ports parents and children, it is easier 
for families to thrive. When families 
thrive, communities thrive.”

This year’s theme is “Powered by 
Hope, Strengthened by Prevention.” 
Through building healthy communi-
ties, strong supports are able to be 
put in place for children. To connect 

with your local area community col-
laborative for additional resources 
and support, visit bringupnebraska.
org.

Information on how to recognize 
signs of child abuse can be found at 
dhhs.ne.gov/pages/child-abuse.aspx. 
If you suspect a chils is being abused 
or neglected, please report the case to 
the Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline 
at 800-652-1999 or visit neabusehot-
line-dhhs.ne.gov.

“Knowing how to report child 
abuse after recognizing the signs is 
vitally important, but we also want to 
make sure we’re supporting the chil-
dren who are affected and their fami-
lies,” Bish said. “Preventing child 
abuse begins with all of us. Being 
engaged in our communities helps us 
all support children and families. We 
can help build a hopeful future to-
gether for all children, families, and 
communities.”
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CHURCH  DIRECTORYCHURCH  DIRECTORY
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
21st & A Street, South Sioux City

402-494-1868

Worship .................................. 10:00 a.m.

Rev. Beth Hamilton

GLAD TIDINGS 
LIGHTHOUSE

410 East 10th Street
402-494-2185

Sunday Worship Services: 
10:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.

Wed. Night Family Night: 7:00  p.m.

Pastor Michael R. Ring

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
218 West 18th Street

402-494-1847

Sunday Worship ..........................9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class  
and Fellowship Hour..................10:30 a.m.

 

Rev. Michael Awe

DAKOTA COUNTY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH
2003 A Street • 402-494-4138

Facebook @ dakotacountyumparish

RIVER HILLS CHURCH
1101 5th Avenue

402-494-1852
Sundays
Sunday School .......................... 9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ..................... 10:15 a.m.
Evening Worship ........................ 6:00 p.m.
Wednesdays
Family Ministries ........................ 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Kevin Roach

Sunday Services
St Paul UMC ..........................................11:00 a.m.
Dakota City UMC .....................................9:30 a.m.
Homer UMC .............................................8:00 a.m. 

Rev. Julie Raridan

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA

3601 Dakota Avenue
402-494-5461

Sunday School ............................... 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship ........................ 9:30 a.m.

 

Pastor Patti Meyer

SIOUXLAND COMMUNITY 
BIBLE CHURCH

17th & B Street          402-241-0744
www.scbible.org

Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m.
Worship Service............................10:35 a.m.
Wed. Prayer/Bible Study ................6:30 p.m.

“Reformed by His Grace”
“Reforming for His Glory”
Pastor Richard Peralez

OUR AUDIENCE 

IS YOUR 
SUPER POWER

Print | Digital | Email | And More

Learn more at 
www.onepressne.com 
or call (402)476-2851

By Stacie Johnson

Homer NEWS Submitted By Patti Trevett

LAURITSEN 
INSURANCE402-698-2584 • Homer, Nebraska

“For All Your Crop Insurance Needs” Johnson honored during 
Teacher Education event

The 225 University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln undergraduate students 
who have officially been admitted 
to teacher education programs in 
the College of Education and Hu-
man Sciences during the 2024-25 
academic year were recognized at 
the second annual Teacher Educa-
tion Convocation April 4 at Caro-
lyn Pope Edwards Hall.

Students were formally recog-

nized during the ceremony and 
presented with a commemorative 
pin symbolizing that they are one 
step closer to entering the profes-
sional life of an educator.

Included among the 225 stu-
dents was South Sioux City junior 
Bradie Johnson, who is a second-
ary education major specializing 
in English language arts.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Last week, Ms. Huisenga’s meteorology class 
invited preschoolers into the science room 
to make a cloud in a jar. Fun was had by all. 
“The littles were a bit nervous at first, but the 
time together was ending with high-fives and 
fist bumps,” Ms. Huisenga said. Pictured is 
senior Isaac Barclay with his little helpers 
Charlie and Lanie.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
King Dawson Kollars and Queen Rylie Harris were crowned at Homer’s prom 
on Saturday at the school. 

Holiday ham bingo 
Saturday

American Legion Riders are host-
ing a Holiday Ham Bingo fundraiser 
this Saturday, April 12 from 5-9 p.m. 

Thirty games with a prize of either 
a turkey, ham, or bacon are planned. 
A 50/50 raffle and bake sale are also 
in the works for the evening event. 
Hot dogs, taverns and chips will be 
served and the bar will be open.

Everyone is welcome. Proceeds 
will go to help local veterans.

Homer’s 150th update
The next meeting for organizers 

– and you are invited – will be held 
Sunday, April 13 at Good Roots at 3 
p.m.

Committee members are excited 
to announce their next fundraising 
event, a Cornhole Tournament to be 
held on Saturday, May 3, at the Hom-
er Fire Hall.

Cost per team is $40 with sign-up 
at 11 a.m. that day, and bags fly at 
noon. Cash prizes, an airmail chal-
lenge, concessions, and a cash bar 
are in the works for the day.

Email homercelebration@gmail.
com with any questions.

Egg hunt upcoming
The Homer Community Club is 

again hosting the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt at the Homer Park on Saturday, 
April 19.

Children age 4 and under will be 
egg hunting on the T-ball field, ages 
5-8 will be on the playground, and 
those 9-12 will be in the outfield.  All 
age groups start at 3 p.m.

More egg-citing news
Let the Homer Community Club 

help YOU with your own fam-
ily Easter celebration. Back again is 
their successful Egg Fundraiser.

Save yourself the work and “hire” 
the HCC to hide eggs in your yard. 
For $20 you will get 30 filled eggs. 

Orders must be place by Wednes-
day, April 16. This can be done on 
the HCC Facebook page.

Ribs instead of fish
Homer Volunteer folks say 

“thanks” to everyone who came 
out for their Friday Fish Fry events 
during Lent. While they take a little 
break from fish, make sure to put 
Ribs for Rescue on your calendar.

Saturday, April 26 at the fire hall 
is the planned date from 5-8 p.m. or 
until sold out. Price is $15 for a half 
rack of ribs and two sides.

Curbside pickup will be available.

Landmand documentary 
airs this month

An original film “Anything But 
Little – The Story of Landmand Golf 
Club” will premier on @golfchannel 
on April 21 at 6:30 p.m.

Don’t miss the sights, sounds, and 
story of Homer’s gem of a club.

Magical Memories at prom
Homer juniors and seniors and 

their dates enjoyed a rite of spring 
passage this past weekend at their 
2025 Prom.

For the second year in a row, a 
prom king and queen were crowned. 
The royalty were chosen through 
nominations and votes from the fac-
ulty of Homer Community School

Prom King Dawson Kollars, son of 
Aaron and Laura Sasges, and Queen 
Rylie Harris, daughter of Ryan and 
Angie Harris, reigned over the night, 
aptly themed “Magical Memories.”

After Grand March and the dance 
itself, prom-goers ended the evening 
bowling and winning prizes. Kudos 
to out to the junior class and to prom 
sponsor Alisha Rohde for providing 
the beautiful event.

School activities
Thursday, April 10 – NSBA State Jazz 

Festival.
Friday, April 11 – Ivan Krumwiede Track 

Meet; Title I Read In, 10 a.m.
Saturday, April 12 – TeamMates trip to 

Omaha Zoo, 9 a.m. departure; TR at Sioux 
City Relays, times TBA.

Monday, April 14 – Golf at Crofton, 10 
a.m.

Tuesday, April 15 – Dance Team Spring 

Show, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 16 – JH TR at Ponca, 

1 p.m.
Thursday, April 17 – No School – PD; 

Golf at Laurel, 10 a.m.; TR – Homer 

Invitational, 12 p.m. field events/ 1:30 p.m. 
running events.

Friday, April 18 – No School – Easter 
Break.

First baby safely surrendered under Safe Haven Law
Late Wednesday, the first child since the expan-

sion of Nebraska’s Safe Haven law, Nebraska Re-
vised Statute § 43-4903, was surrendered.

A healthy baby was surrendered to a safe haven 
location in the Northeastern part of the state and 
is under the care of the Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS). Due to HIPAA laws, no 
further details can be provided. 

Effective July 19, 2024, Nebraska Revised Stat-
ute § 43-4903 which allows a baby up to 90 days 

old to be left with an employee on duty at one of 
the following locations:

— A hospital licensed by the State of Nebraska;
— A staffed fire station;
— A staffed law enforcement agency; or
— An emergency care provider.
Individuals are protected from prosecution for 

any crime based solely on the act of surrendering a 
baby under the law.

To speak to someone about a safe surrender, call 

or text the National Safe Haven Alliance crisis line 
at (888) 510-2229.

If you or a loved one need assistance, please 
reach out to:

— The Suicide and Crisis Lifeline: Call, text, 
or chat 988.

— Nebraska Family Helpline – Any question, 
any time. (888) 866-8660.

— Rural Response Hotline, (800) 464-0258.
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STATEWIDES
ANNOUNCEMENT

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING in over 150 
newspapers. Reach thousands of readers 
for $225/25 word ad. Contact your local 
newspaper or call 1-800-369-2850.

HELLO NEBRASKA! Introducing www.
nepublicnotices.com, a new public notice 
website presented as a public service by 
all Nebraska newspapers. Free access, 
fully searchable – because democracy 
depends upon open government and your 
right to know. 

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop Creditor 
Harassment, Collection Calls, Repossession 
and Legal Actions! Speak to a Professional 
Attorney and Get the Help You NEED! Call 
NOW 844-215-3629

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release service. 
Send your message to 155 newspapers 
across Nebraska for one low price! Call 
1-800-369-2850 or www.nebpress.com for 
more details.

FOR SALE – CELL PHONE

SWITCH AND save up to $250/year on your 
talk, text and data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer service. For 
more information, call 1-877-768-5892

FOR SALE - SENIORS

SAFE STEP. North America s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-877-933-0188

PORTABLE OXYGEN Concentrator? May 
be covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 855-385-3580.

FOR SALE - SATELLITE

GET DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-877-
688-4784

HOME SERVICES

DOES YOUR basement or crawl space need 
some attention? Call Thrasher Foundation 
Repair! A permanent solution for waterproof-
ing, failing foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty crawl spaces. FREE Inspection 
& Same Day Estimate. $250 off ANY project 
with code GET250. Call 1-844-958-3431

WANTED TO BUY

WE BUY 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with no hoops, haggles 
or headaches. Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-910-0760

WE BUY Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-855-714-0010

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
The following described prop-

erty will be sold at public auction to 
the highest bidder for cash or certi-
fied funds at the south front door 
of the Dakota County Courthouse, 
1601 Broadway Street, Dakota City, 
Nebraska, on the 29th day of April, 
2025, at 10:00 a.m.:

Lot 6 Replat of Block 9, City of Da-
kota City, Dakota County, Nebraska.

This sale is being held pursuant to 
the power of sale granted in a certain 
Trust Deed filed of record on January 
20, 2023, as Instrument No. 2023-
55097, with the Register of Deeds of 
Dakota County, Nebraska.

The property is being sold “as is” 
and this sale is made without warran-
ties as to the title or condition of the 
property and is subject to any and 
all (1) real estate taxes, (2) special 
assessments, (3) easements, cove-
nants, restrictions of record, (4) prior 
mortgages and trust deeds of record, 
and (5) ground leases of record.  The 
highest bidder is required to deposit 
a minimum of Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00) of the successful bid at the 
time of the sale in the form of cash 
or certified funds, which shall be non-
refundable, and is further required to 
deliver cash or certified funds for the 
balance of the bid to the undersigned 
by the close of business on the day 
of the sale, except this requirement 
is waived when the highest bidder 
is the beneficiary.  The purchaser is 
responsible for all fees and taxes, in-
cluding the documentary stamp tax.  

DATED this 14th day of March, 
2025.

By: /s/ Marci L. Iseminger
Marci L. Iseminger, 
Successor Trustee

CRARY HUFF LAW FIRM, P.C.
329 Pierce St., Ste. 200
P.O. Box 27
Sioux City, Iowa 51101
712-277-4561
712-277-4605 Fax

Publish in the Dakota County Star 
Thursday, March 20 and 27, 2025 
and April 3, 10 and 17, 2025 - ZNEZ

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF 

CUSTODY PROCEEDING
CI 25-10

TO: Wilfrido Gonzalez Perez, 
whose whereabouts are unknown 
upon whom personal service of sum-
mons cannot be had, and is the de-
fendant in said proceedings: You are 
notified that on January 22, 2025, the 
plaintiff, Sandy Cabrera Mendez filed 
a Complaint against you in the Dis-
trict Court of Dakota County, Nebras-
ka, at case no CI-25-10, the object of 
which is to obtain a Decree determin-
ing the custody of your minor child, 
among other things.

You are required to answer said 
complaint on or before 30 days after 
the last date of publication or said 
complaint against you will be taken 
as true.

Sandy Cabrera Mendez, Plaintiff
Prepared and submitted by: 
Alexander McAtee #24618, 
VandenBosch Law, LLC,
1905 Harney St #503,
Omaha NE 68102
Phone: 402-916-5858
Email: alex@vb-lawoffice.com
Publish in the Dakota County Star 
Thursday, March 27, 2025 and April 
3 and 10, 2025 - ZNEZ

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF HEARING

CITY OF SOUTH SIOUX 
CITY, NEBRASKA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
a public hearing before the Planning 
Commission of the City of South 
Sioux City, Nebraska, will be held 
on Wednesday, April 23, 2025, at 4 
p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 
1615 1st Ave, South Sioux City, NE 
68776, to receive public comment, 
consider, and possibly take action on 
a redevelopment plan amendment 
entitled: “Amendment to the General 
Redevelopment Plan for the North-
east Redevelopment Area (Second 
Amendment to the Hovey Construc-
tion Redevelopment Project),” for 
redevelopment pursuant to the Com-
munity Development Law, Nebraska 
Revised Statutes, sections 18-2101, 
et seq., within a blighted and sub-
standard area of South Sioux City, 
Nebraska, approximately located to 
the southeast of the intersection of 
East 17th Street and Missouri View 
Lane.  

A map of the proposed area(s) to 
be redeveloped and the cost-benefit 
analysis for the redevelopment proj-
ect set forth in the redevelopment 
plan is available for review at the of-
fice of the City Clerk at 1615 1st Ave, 
South Sioux City, NE 68776, tele-
phone number 402-494-7504.

At said time and place, all inter-
ested parties may appear and be 
heard. 

Dated this 31st day of March, 
2025.

City of South Sioux 
City, Nebraska

Nanci Walsh, City Clerk
Publish in the Dakota County 

Star Thursday, April 3 and 10, 2025 
- ZNEZ

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
The following described prop-

erty will be sold at public auction to 
the highest bidder for cash or certi-
fied funds at the south front door 
of the Dakota County Courthouse, 
1601 Broadway Street, Dakota City, 
Nebraska, on the 29th day of April, 
2025, at 10:00 a.m.:

Lot 6 Replat of Block 9, City of Da-
kota City, Dakota County, Nebraska.

This sale is being held pursuant to 
the power of sale granted in a certain 
Trust Deed filed of record on January 
20, 2023, as Instrument No. 2023-
55097, with the Register of Deeds of 
Dakota County, Nebraska.

The property is being sold “as is” 
and this sale is made without warran-
ties as to the title or condition of the 
property and is subject to any and 
all (1) real estate taxes, (2) special 
assessments, (3) easements, cove-
nants, restrictions of record, (4) prior 
mortgages and trust deeds of record, 
and (5) ground leases of record.  The 
highest bidder is required to deposit 
a minimum of Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00) of the successful bid at the 
time of the sale in the form of cash 
or certified funds, which shall be non-
refundable, and is further required to 
deliver cash or certified funds for the 
balance of the bid to the undersigned 
by the close of business on the day 
of the sale, except this requirement 
is waived when the highest bidder 
is the beneficiary.  The purchaser is 
responsible for all fees and taxes, in-
cluding the documentary stamp tax.  

DATED this 14th day of March, 
2025.

By /s/ Marci L. Iseminger
Marci L. Iseminger,  
Successor Trustee

CRARY HUFF LAW FIRM, P.C.
329 Pierce St., Ste. 200
P.O. Box 27
Sioux City, Iowa 51101
(712) 277-4561
(712) 277-4605 Fax
Please Publish: March 20 and 27, 

and April 3, 10 and 17, 2025

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the 

Dakota County Board of Equalization 
will hold a regular meeting on Mon-
day, April 14, 2025, at 2:45 PM at the 
Dakota County Courthouse, 1601 
Broadway Street, Dakota City, which 
said meeting is open to the public.  
The agendas for these meetings will 
be kept current and available to the 
public at the County Clerk’s Office.

Cherie Conley, County Clerk

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Da-

kota County Board of Commission-
ers will hold their regular scheduled 
meeting on Monday, April 14, 2025, 
at 3:00 p.m. at the Dakota County 
Courthouse, 1601 Broadway Street, 
Dakota City, and which said meeting 
is open to the public.  The agenda for 
this meeting will be kept continually 
current and available to the public at 
the County Clerk’s Office.

Cherie Conley, County Clerk

Legal Notice
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

DAKOTA COUNTY, NEBRASKA 
CASE NO. CI 25-45 

IN RE: NAME CHANGE OF 
GLENDA JULIANA DIAZ 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
TAKE NOTICE that Glenda Juli-

ana Diaz, Petitioner, has filed a Peti-
tion for Name Change, which Petition 
requests their name be changed to 
Glenda Juliana Perez. The hearing 
on said Petition has been scheduled 
before the Honorable Judge Meis-
mer, Dakota County District Court 
Judge, District Courtroom of the 
Dakota County Courthouse, 1601 
Broadway Street, Dakota City, Ne-
braska on May 13, 2025 at 1:00pm. 

Ryan D. Caldwell 
CALDWELL LAW, LLC 

233 S. 13th Street, Suite 1100 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

(402) 957-2750 
Attorney for Petitioner.

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF MEETING

PRESCHOOL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

HOMER COMMUNITY SCHOOL
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, the 

Preschool Advisory Committee of the 
Homer Community School will meet 
for regular session on Thursday, April 
17, 2025, at 8:30 a.m. in the Library 
at the Homer Community School, 
Homer, Nebraska. An agenda for the 
meeting and public hearings, which 
shall be kept continually current, is 
readily available for public inspection 
at the Superintendent’s office dur-
ing normal business hours; however, 
the agenda may be modified at such 
meeting.

Amy M. Brand, 
School Secretary

Legal Notice
SECTION 00 10 00
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed Proposals for the con-
struction of “Hubbard Street Improve-
ments for the village of Hubbard,

Nebraska,” JEO Project No. 
232016.00, QuestCDN No. 9590687, 
will be received by JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. at 1909 Dakota Avenue, 
South Sioux City, NE 68776 un-
til 10:00 AM on the 1st day of May 
2025, and thereafter will be read 
aloud.

The work is generally described 
as follows: concrete paving, storm 
sewer construction.

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$1,150,000

Proposals will be taken for said 
construction work listed above by 
unit prices, as an aggregate bid for 
the entire project.

All Proposals for said construc-
tion work must be made on blanks 
furnished by the Engineer and must 
be accompanied by Bid Security of 
not less than 5% of the amount bid. 
Bid Security to be made payable to 
the Treasurer of the village of Hub-
bard as liquidated damages in case 
the bid is accepted and the bidder 
neglects or refuses, to enter into con-
tract and furnish bond in accordance 
herewith.

Copies of the contract documents 
are on file with the village of Hubbard 
for examination by bidders.

Complete digital project bidding 
documents are available at JEO’s 
website at jeo.com for $30.00. An op-
tional paper set of project documents 
is available for a non-refundable 
price of $100.00 per set. Please con-
tact Sandy Walker at 402.371.6416 
to coordinate your request and send 
your check to: 404 S 25th

Street, Ste. B, Norfolk, NE 68701. 
In order to bid the project, the con-
tract documents must be issued di-
rectly by JEO Consulting Group, Inc. 
or QuestCDN to the bidder.

VILLAGE OF 
HUBBARD, NEBRASKA

Jason Martineck, Chairperson
ATTEST: Lisa Bousquet, Clerk

PUBLISHED: Dakota County 
Star, April 10, 17 and 24, 2025

Dakota City Council 
Meeting Minutes

The Dakota City City Council met 
in a regular session on April 3, 2025. 
Notice of the meeting had been post-
ed at three separate locations, sent 
out to various media outlets and was 
shared with the Mayor and the City 
Council. Notices included information 
that an agenda was available from 
the Office of the City Clerk.

Mayor Jerry Yacevich called the 
meeting to order at 5:05 p.m.

The following members were 
present: Rasmussen, Carson, Lane. 

Following the Pledge of Alle-
giance, Mayor Jerry Yacevich an-
nounced the availability of the Open 
Meetings Act.

Public Comment Period: None.
Motion by Rasmussen, second-

ed by Lane, to excuse Councilman 
Korthuis from the meeting. Roll call 
vote: Voting Aye: Rasmussen, Lane, 
Groetken. Nay: None. Absent: Kor-
thuis. Motion carried.

Moved by Rasmussen, second-
ed by Lane, to approve the consent 
agenda for April 3, 2025. Said motion 
includes approval of minutes from 
March 13, 2025 meeting, acknowl-
edgement of reception of financial 
statements, and approval of bills and 
payroll to date as written. Roll call 
vote: Voting Aye: Groetken, Rasmus-
sen, Lane. Nay: None. Absent: Kor-
thuis. Motion carried.

AFLAC / REMITTANCE/ PROC 
SERVICES - 146.52, 68.04, AJ PHIL-
IPS PUBLISHING CO. INC. -

250.00, AT&T - 68.41, Ameritas 
Life Ins-RP - 925.54, 368.10, 641.78, 
769.74, Ameritas-Dent/Vis - 328.14, 
109.36, BARNES & NOBLE - 36.56, 
BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF 
NE - 2368.87, 997.42, BOK FINAN-
CIAL/CHAD SHIRK - 11073.75, 
BOMGAARS - 406.42, BOUND 
TREE MEDICAL - 839.50, BRUNO 
GALVAN - 50.00, CANON FINAN-
CIAL SERVICES - 72.32, CEN-
TURY LINK - 97.03, 104.28, CITY 
OF SOUTH SIOUX CITY - 50.00, 
CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT - 
47.94, COMBINED UTILITIES FUND 
100.00, DAKOTA COUNTY TREA-
SURER - 6193.93, DAY’S DOOR 
COMPANY - 1585.00, DRAIN SPE-
CIALISTS INC - 925.00, DSG DAKO-
TA SUPPLY GROUP - 413.47, Da-
kota City Sales Tax Fund - 9835.36, 
Dakota County Public Safety Servic-
es Ag. - 9835.37, ELECTRIC PUMP 
- 7070.00, EMC INSURANCE COM-
PANY - 5151.78, 3005.20, 429.31, 
Eakes - 98.86, Farmers & Merchants 
Bank - 4871.78, GILL HAULING, INC 
- 294.07, 11565.28, GREG WARREN 
- 50.00, H-1 SERVICES - 300.00, 
HAWKINS INC - 3005.89, 4426.38, 
J PHONEPHACKDY - 54.28, JASON 
KLEIDER - 50.00, JEO CONSULT-
ING GROUP - 3163.75, Kayla Logan 
- 58.62, L.F. NOLL, INC - 229.99, 
MATHESON-LINDWELD - 5095.32, 
MAX I WALKER - 97.64, 49.74, 
Midlands Credit Management Inc - 
76.90, NE Department of Revenue 
- 3087.33, NE PUBLIC HEALTH EN-
VIRONMENTAL LAB - 308.00, NICK 
LAKES - 50.00, O’Reilly Automotive, 
Inc. - 301.18, 37.98, PEOPLE SER-
VICE,  INC - 4213.00, PowerManager 
- 703.54, Principal Life Insurance 
Company - 79.01, 29.26, Quick Med 
Claims – 651.24, ROBERT KRAT-
KY - 100.00, RP CONSTRUCTORS 
LLC - 1230.00, Robertson Implement 
- 133.08, Roto-Rooter - 1550.00, 
STEPHAN WELDING INC - 107.00, 
Sargent Drilling - 900.00, Sooland 
Bobcat - 2275.53, Sparklight/Cable 

One - 166.55, 161.60, Swanson Sep-
tic & Excavation - 18200.00, THOMP-
SON SOLUTIONS GROUP - 935.00, 
1265.50, 230.01, 268.00, 168.00, 
84.00, USA Blue Book - 4010.89, VI-
SA-CITY CARD – 1541.10, 603.51, 
Verizon Wireless - 40.01, Williams 
& Company, Inc. - 786.00, 524.00, 
Wilmes Hardware Hank - 92.56, 
455.39, ZACKERY RASMUSSEN - 
50.00,  Total – 143,190.91

Communication: Mayor an-
nounced April 25, 2025 as Arbor Day 
in the Arbor Day Proclamation.

Well and Pump test letter and re-
sults from Sargent Drilling.

Moved by Groetken seconded by 
Lane, to approve Resolution 2025-4 
authorizing Cottonwood Cove Camp-
ground Agreement authorizing Greg 
and Susan Baker to be campground 
hosts as independent contractors for 
the 2025 camping season. Roll call 
vote: Voting Aye: Rasmussen, Lane, 
Groetken. Nay: None. Absent: Kor-
thuis. Motion carried.

Chris Kemmitz from Olsson ex-
plained the Winnebago Broadband 
Project to the council. No action taken 
on Winnebago Broadband Project.

Moved by Lane seconded by Ras-
mussen, to approve the garbage and 
refuse pickup contract with Gill Haul-
ing for city wide garbage, refuse and 
recycling pick up including the roll off 
dumpster. Roll call vote: Voting Aye: 
Rasmussen, Lane, Groetken. Nay: 
None. Absent: Korthuis. Motion car-
ried.

Mayor, City Administrator and 
JEO Consulting gave the council an 
update on the water treatment plant 
repairs.

Moved by Rasmussen seconded 
by Lane, to approve Payment Ap-
plication No. 7 for the drinking water 
well in the amount of $44,557.00. 
Roll call vote: Voting Aye: Rasmus-
sen, Lane, Groetken. Nay: None. Ab-
sent: Korthuis. Motion carried.

Moved by Rasmussen seconded 
by Lane, to approve Payment Ap-
plication No. 8 for the drinking water 
well in the amount of $56,566.92. 
Roll call vote: Voting Aye: Lane, 
Groetken, Rasmussen. Nay: None. 
Absent: Korthuis. Motion carried.

Moved by Rasmussen seconded 
by Groetken to approve the storm 
water management plan 2025 with 
the City of South Sioux City and Da-
kota County. Roll call vote: Voting 
Aye: Rasmussen, Lane, Groetken. 
Nay: None. Absent: Korthuis. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Groetken, second by 
Rasmussen to go into close session 
Under Section 84-1410 to discuss 
potential land acquisition at 5:39pm. 
Roll call vote: Voting Aye: Lane, 
Groetken, Rasmussen. Nay: None. 
Absent: Korthuis. Motion carried.

Moved by Groetken second 
by Lane to enter open session at 
6:04pm. Roll call vote: Voting Aye: 
Rasmussen, Lane, Groetken. Nay: 
None. Absent: Korthuis. Motion car-
ried.

City Staff provided comments con-
cerning City Departments, Current 
Projects, Ordinances, and Statutes.

Council Members provided com-
ments concerning City Departments, 
Current Projects, Ordinances, and 
Statutes.

There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned by Mayor 
Jerry Yacevich at 6:12 p.m.

/s/ Robert Kratky
City Administrator

/Clerk/Treasurer

Dakota City Council

Stay informed.
Read the Public Notices
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NOXIOUS WEEDS MUST BE CONTROLLED

You are required to control noxious weeds on your property.

The noxious weeds are: Musk Thistle, Plumeless Thistle, Canada This-
tle, Leafy Spurge, Knapweed (spotted and diffuse), Purple Loosestrife, 
Salt cedar, Phragmites, Knotweed (Japanese, and Giant), and Sericea 
Lespedeza.  Notice is hereby given this 10th day of April 2025, pursuant 
to the Noxious Weed Control Act, section 2-955, subsection 1(a), to ev-
ery person who owns or controls land in Dakota County, Nebraska, that 
noxious weeds being grown or growing on, such land shall be controlled 
at such frequency as to prevent establishment, provide eradication, or 
reduce further propagation or dissemination of such weeds.

Upon failure to observe this notice, the county weed superintendent 
is required to:

• Proceed pursuant to the law and issue legal notice to the landowner 
of property infested with noxious weeds giving such landowner 15 days 
to control the noxious weed infestation. Conviction for noncompliance 
may result in a $100 per day fine to the landowner with a maximum fine 
of $1,500; or

• Should more immediate control be required, proceed pursuant to 
the law and have the weeds controlled by such method as he/she finds 
necessary, the expense of which shall constitute a lien and be entered 
as a tax against the land, and be collected as other real estate taxes are 
collected, or by other means, as provided by law.

Also, the public is notified that noxious weed seed and propagative 
parts may be disseminated through the movement of machinery and 
equipment, trucks, grain and seed, hay, straw, nursery stock, fencing ma-
terials, sod, manure, and soil as well as articles of similar nature.  Meth-
ods of treatment have been prescribed by the Director of Agriculture and 
may be obtained from the county weed control authority.

BY ORDER OF DAKOTA COUNTY WEED CONTROL AUTHORITY 

Publish 04-10-2025

Dakota County Board of Commissioners
Dakota County Board 

of Commissioners
Monday, March 31, 2025

3:00 p.m. Regular 
Business Meeting

County Board  
Meeting Room, First Floor

Dakota County Courthouse, 
Dakota City, Nebraska

Legal Abbreviations for this ad: the 
title Commissioner has been omitted 
before each Commissioner’s name, 
“-“  = moved, seconded by; Roll Call 
Vote Unanimous Motion Carried = 
RCVUMC. Full minutes on county 
website.

   Chair Hohenstein called the 
meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Present at Roll Call:  Hohenstein, 
Rodriguez, Van Berkum, Bousquet, 
Reed. Absent:  None. Also present 
was Kim Watson, County Attorney 
and Cherie Conley, County Clerk, act-
ing as Board Secretary. The location 
of the Open Meetings Act was noted. 

   Van Berkum “-“ Reed to approve 
the consent agenda a) Approval of the 
previous meeting minutes – March 17 
2025; b) Approval of payroll claims 
for March 16-29, 2025; c) Approval 
of payroll accounts payable claims; 
and d) Approval of accounts payable 
claims(if any). RCVUMC.

   Payroll: General Fund Em-
ployer: Gross Salaries-$183,099.56; 
Net Pay-$131,809.07; Total Re-
tirement-$13,155.94; Total FICA-
$13,535.31; Health Plan-$44,240.00; 
Dental Plan-$1,600.00; Life Insur-
ance-$212.30; Road Fund Employer: 
Gross Salaries-$16,889.33; Net Pay-
$12,712.44; Retirement-$1,140.01; 
Total FICA-$1,285.27; Health Plan-
$4,480.00; Dental Plan-$160.00; Life 
Insurance-$19.51; Health Planning 
Grant Employer 2502: Gross Sala-
ries-$1,622.40; Net Pay-$1,222.38; 
Retirement-$109.51; Total FICA-
$120.29; Health Plan-$560.00; Life 
Insurance-$2.55; Health Program 
Grant Employer 2504: Gross Sala-
ries-$1,756.80; Net Pay-$1,362.24; 
Retirement-$118.58; Total FICA-
$131.59; Health Plan-$560.00; Dental 
Plan-$20.00; Life Insurance-$2.55; 
Juvenile Services Aid Employer 2507: 
Gross Salaries-$1,647.00; Net Pay-

$1,365.18; Retirement-$111.17; Total 
FICA-$123.19; Dental Plan-$20.00; 
Life Insurance-$2.55; 

   Payroll Accounts Payable: 
General Fund: Collection Service 
Center, garnishment-$564.45; Co-
lonial Life & Accident, life insurance 
premium-$248.73;  Dental Account, 
premium-$2,104.00; FSA Dep Care 
- $208.33; FSA Medical - $1,073.08; 
Health Plan, premium-$47,790.00; 
Fraternal Order of Police #49, union 
dues-$850.00; Federal Withhold-
ing, federal taxes-$12,211.87; Globe 
Life Liberty, premium-$154.01; Le-
galshield, premium-$128.61; Life 
Insurance, premium-$212.30; Na-
tionwide Retirement Solutions, con-
tributions-$1542.00; Nebraska Child 
Support, garnishments-$766.61; 
Neb Dept of Revenue, state tax-
es-$6,332.64; Point C DOE-Flex 
admin fees-$77.00; Principal Life-
premiums-$2717.99; Ameritas Re-
tirement, contributions-$22,252.35; 
Social Security, FICA & MEDI-
$27,070.62; VSP, premium-$523.44. 
Road Fund:  Colonial Life & Accident, 
life insurance premium-$38.23; Den-
tal Account, premium-$160.00; Health 
Plan, premium-$4,480.00; Federal 
Withholding, federal taxes-$1,263.18; 
Globe Life Liberty, premium-$6.50; 
Legalshield, premium-$38.89; Life In-
surance, premium-$19.51; Neb Dept 
of Revenue, state taxes-$576.41; 
Nebraska Public Empl Local 251, 
union dues-$165.00; Ameritas Retire-
ment, contributions-$1,900.04; Social 
Security, FICA & MEDI-$2,570.54; 
VSP, premium-$43.38; Insurance 
Fund 1275: Mid-American Benefits-
medical claims $43,453.12; Point C 
FSA-withdrawals-$2880.91; PointC-
administrative fees, $26,803.74; VSP 
– Cobra - $19.17; Health Fund 2502: 
DC FSA–medical claims-$50.00; 
Medical Account, premium-$560.00; 
Federal Withholding, federal tax-
es-$101.52; Life Insurance, pre-
mium-$2.55; Neb Dept of Revenue, 
state taxes-$55.20; Principal Life-
premium-$23.90; Ameritas Retire-
ment, contributions-$182.52; Social 
Security, FICA & MEDI-$240.58; 
Health Fund 2504:  Dental Account, 
premium-$41.00; Health Plan, pre-
mium-$560.00; Federal Withholding, 

federal taxes-$98.68; Life Insurance, 
premium-$2.55; Neb Dept of Rev-
enue, state taxes-$48.57; Principal 
Life, premium-$25.88; Ameritas Re-
tirement, contributions-$197.64; So-
cial Security, FICA & MEDI-$263.18; 
VSP, premium-$15.66; Juvenile Ser-
vices Fund 2507: Dental Account, 
premium-$41.00; Life Insurance, pre-
mium-$2.55; Neb Dept of Revenue, 
state taxes-$47.85; Principal Life, 
premium-$23.87; Ameritas Retire-
ment, contributions-$185.29; Social 
Security, FICA & MEDI-$246.38; VSP, 
premium-$15.66.

   Chair Hohenstein opened the 
public hearing at 3:02 p.m. for the 
purpose of giving citizens the oppor-
tunity to offer support, opposition or 
make neutral comment regarding the 
addition of Solar Energy (Solar Farm) 
Overlay District (SOD) regulations to 
Section 600.7 Agricultural (AG) Dis-
trict of the Dakota County zoning or-
dinances. Ethan Frazier with Mission 
Clean Energy spoke in favor of the 
proposed changes to the zoning or-
dinance and explained the proposed 
changes of adding batter energy 
storage and clarifying the 250 foot 
setback. Joe O’Neill, Planning and 
Zoning Administrator did confirm that 
he had spoke with the Planning and 
Zoning commissioner and they were 
all in favor of the proposed changes 
and the “Solar Farm.” He informed 
they had been working on this project 
since December of 2023 and have 
put a lot of work into this. There was 
no opposition or neutral comments. 
Chair Hohenstein closed the public 
hearing at 3:07 p.m.

   Bousquet “-“ Rodriquez to ap-
prove Resolution 25C-006 Dakota 
County Zoning Ordinances Addition 
to Section 600.7 - Solar Energy (Solar 
Farm) Overlay District. RCVUMC

   Van Berkum “-“ Reed to approve 
Resolution 25C-007 Grievance Board 
and list of members for 2025 as set 
forth in the Employee Handbook ap-
proved 1-22-2024. RCVUMC.

   Reed “-“ Rodriguez to approve 
Resolution 25C-008 Authorizing the 
Application for the Victims of Crime 
Act Grant (VOCA) under the Dakota 
County Victim Assistance Program 
(DCVAP). RCVUMC. 

   Reed “-“ Bousquet to recognize 
the Emergency Declaration by Chair 
as authorized under 81-829-50 on 
behalf of Dakota County and approve 
Resolution 25C-009 Disaster Decla-
ration due to blizzard and high winds 
in Dakota County on March 19, 2025 
causing severe damage to power 
poles, disruption of utility service and 
causing endangerment of health and 
safety of the citizens of Dakota Coun-
ty within the disaster area. The Decla-
ration also committed the expenditure 
of emergency funds, invoking mutual 
aid agreements and applying for as-
sistance from Governor’s Emergency 
Fund. RCVUMC.

   Stephanie Gatzemeyer, County 
Treasurer, presented the Tax Sale re-
port. There were 129 parcels sold for 
$236,399.37, 48 parcels remain for 
$2,146,004.80 of unpaid taxes.

   Hohenstein “-“ Van Berkum to 
award the project to Thrasher Foun-
dation Repair to have the concrete 
lifted for $1,544.84 to be paid out of 
the Building and Grounds budget. 
RCVUMC.

   Bousquet “-“ Van Berkum to ap-
prove a Change Order for the M Av-
enue Road project from Cooney Con-
struction for the gravel embedment to 
be paid for using Federal Aid Road 
Funds. RCVUMC.

   Hohenstein “-“ Bousquet to ap-
point Dean Pallas to the Road Fore-
man position. RCVUMC.

   Van Berkum “-“ Reed to approve 
the gravel bid from Boyer Sand & 
Rock out of Hawarden, IA from March 
17, 2025 through March 2, 2026. RC-
VUMC.

   Jolene Gubbels, Highway Super-
intendent, presented the Bi-weekly 
Road Report for March 16 to March 
29, 2025. 

   Van Berkum “-“ Bousquet, to ad-
journ the meeting. All in favor. Chair 
Hohenstein adjourned the Board of 
Commissioners meeting of March 31, 
2025, at 3:57 p.m.

Dakota County Board 
of Commissioners

Martin Hohenstein Chair                 
Cherie Conley, 

County Clerk/Secretary

Legal Notice
SECTION 00 10 00  ——  INVITATION TO BID

Sealed Proposals for the construction of “2023 Wastewater Treatment 
Facility Expansion Project – Bid Package 3 for the City of South Sioux 
City, SRF Project No. D318077,” JEO Project No. 191093.01, QuestCDN 
No. 8833539, will be received by the Clerk at 1615 1st Ave, South Sioux 
City, NE 68776, until 2:00 PM on the 24th day of April 2025, and thereafter 
will be read aloud.

The work is generally described as follows: Construction of a new suction 
lift station including building structure, self-priming pumps, odor control, influ-
ent grinder, electrical, controls, interior piping, and fittings. Satellite lift station 
improvements including wet well rehab, 16” pigging station, crane pedestal 
work, HVAC and electrical improvements, and pipe painting and modifica-
tions. Pipeline installation to include approximately 15,500 LF of 16” PVC 
Forcemain, 2,300 LF of 24” PVC Forcemain, 5,700 LF of 10” HDPE biogas 
transmission main, and 3,600 LF of 2” Fiber Optic Conduit. Installation meth-
ods to include both trenchless and open cut methods. Other ancillary gravity 
sewer, storm sewer, and lift station site improvements are also included.

Opinion of Probable Cost $10,500,000
A pre-bid conference for the Project will be held on March 26, 2025 at 2:00 

PM at City Hall, 1615 1st Ave, South Sioux City, NE 68776. Attendance at the 
pre-bid conference is encouraged but not required. A Site visit is scheduled 
following the pre-bid conference. Maps to the Site will be available at the pre-
Bid conference.

Proposals will be taken for said construction work listed above by unit 
prices, as an aggregate bid for the entire project.

All Proposals for said construction work must be made on blanks furnished 
by the Engineer and must be accompanied by Bid Security of not less than 
5% of the amount bid. Bid Security to be made payable to the Treasurer of 
the City of South Sioux City as liquidated damages in case the bid is accepted 
and the bidder neglects or refuses, to enter into contract and furnish bond in 
accordance herewith.

Copies of the contract documents are on file with the City of South Sioux 
City for examination by bidders. Complete digital project bidding documents 
are available at JEO’s website at jeo.com for $30. An optional paper set of 
project documents is available for a non-refundable price of $150 per set. 
Please contact Lyndsey Kasl at lkasl@jeo.com or 402.474.8745 to coordinate 
your request and send your check to: 2000 Q St, Ste 500, Lincoln, NE 68503. 
In order to bid the project, the contract documents must be issued directly by 
JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or QuestCDN to the bidder. 

The project is financed in whole or in part by the State Revolving Fund 
(SRF) and Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) pro-
grams.

Contractors and subcontractors on USEPA federally assisted construction 
projects are required to pay their laborers and mechanics wages not less than 
those established by the U.S. Department of Labor. A current wage decision 
containing the appropriate building and/or heavy type rates is included in the 
specifications for bidding purposes.

The prospective participants must certify by submittal of EPA Form 5700-
49, Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension and Other Responsibility 
Matters, that to the best of its knowledge and belief that it and its principals 
are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared 
ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any federal 
department or agency.

Bidders on this work will be required to comply with the President’s Execu-
tive Order No. 11246. Requirements for bidders and contractors under this 
order are explained in the specifications.

Each bidder must fully comply with the requirements, terms and condi-
tions of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (DBE) requirements, including the fair share objectives for disad-
vantaged business participation during the performance of this contract. The 
bidder commits itself to the fair share objective for disadvantaged business 
participation contained herein and all other requirements, terms and condi-
tions of these bid conditions by submitting a properly signed bid.

On January 17, 2014, H.R. 3547, “Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014,” 
was enacted. Section 436 of the Act requires that none of the appropriated 
funds may be used for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of 
a public water system or treatment works unless all of the iron and steel prod-
ucts used in the project are produced in the United States, unless a waiver is 
provided to the recipient by EPA. Conditions for the waiver are found under 
the Information for Bidders. The term “iron and steel products” means the fol-
lowing products made primarily of iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes and fit-
tings, manhole covers and other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks, flanges, 
pipe clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel, reinforced precast con-
crete, and construction materials.

The Owner reserves the right to waive informalities and irregularities and 
to make awards on bids which furnish the materials and construction that will, 
in their opinion, serve the best interests of the Owner, and also reserves the 
right to reject any and/or all bids.

CITY OF SOUTH SIOUX CITY
Rod Koch, Mayor

ATTEST: Nanci Walsh, Clerk 
Publish in the Dakota County Star April 3, 2025. 

Publish in the Dakota County Star Thursday, March 13, 20 and 27, 2025 
and April 3, 10, 17, 2025.-ZNEZ

Look for us online @Look for us online @
www.dakcostar.comwww.dakcostar.com
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Legal Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Village of Pender
Pender, Nebraska

Village of Pender (Owner) is 
requesting Bids for the construc-

tion of the following Project:
Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Improvements
Pender, NE - 2025

Bids for the construction of the 
Project will be received at the Vil-
lage Hall located at 614 Main Street, 
Pender, NE, 68047 until Wednesday, 
April 23, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. local 
time. At that time the Bids received 
will be publicly opened and read.

Guidance Notes
— The basis of each Bid may 

vary, and may even include alternate 
bids. This should be made clear in 
the Bid Form. Edit to suit the Project 
and Owner’s requirements. Choose 
paragraphs as appropriate for the 
Project and delete paragraphs not 
used.

— Descriptions of the Work should 
be brief, but provide adequate detail 
for prospective Bidders to be able to 
determine if the Work is the type of 
project they can pursue.

— Providing the Owner’s Budget 
may be required by local Laws and 
Regulations. Providing the budget 
number gives prospective bidders 
ready information needed to deter-
mine if they have the bonding capac-
ity to Bid the project, or if the project 
is within the Bidder’s capability. Edit 
to comply with local Laws and Regu-
lations. Delete if budget information 
is not required and Owner does not 
elect to share it in the advertisement.

Notes to User—The advertise-
ment may be for a single contract, 
or for several contracts being bid 
concurrently where multi-prime con-
tracts are used. For a single contract, 
delete the “[Or],” the wording that 
introduces the table, and the table 
itself. For multiple contracts, delete 
the sentence beginning “Bids are 
requested for the following…” and 
the “[Or”], and retain the table and 
introductory wording. Revise the for-
mat if a table is not practical for print 
publication. For additional guidance, 
see EJCDC® C001, Commentary on 
the 2018 EJCDC Construction Docu-
ments (2018).

Olsson Guidance Notes: Olsson 
typically does not include Owner’s 
Budget info in bid requests so any 
reference to it have been struck-out 
and hidden in this document. If the 
project manager wants to include it, 
remove the hidden text and strike out 
marks. 

The Project includes the following 
Work:

Select demolition, influent chan-
nel and grinder equipment, associ-
ated site concrete and/or structures, 
grating, stairs, associated piping, 
valves, and controls; miscellaneous 
mechanical/electrical equipment, 
and site modifications.  Construc-
tion of two final clarifiers and instal-
lation of final clarification equipment. 
Influent pump station replacement 
of pumps and piping, installation of 
open channel equipment and struc-
tural modifications.

This project involves STATE RE-
VOLVING FUND PROGRAM/FED-
ERAL AND STATE REQUIREMENT 
SECTION

1. DAVIS-BACON ACT WAGE 
DETERMINATIONS

“Contractors and subcontractors 
on USEPA federally assisted con-
struction projects are required to pay 
their laborers and mechanics wages 
not less than those established by 
the U.S. Department of Labor. A cur-
rent wage decision containing the 
appropriate building and/or heavy 
type rates is included in the specifi-
cations for bidding purposes.” 

2. DEBARMENT AND SUSPEN-
SION

“The prospective participants 
must certify by submittal of EPA Form 
5700-49, Certification Regarding 
Debarment, Suspension and Other 
Responsibility Matters, that to the 
best of its knowledge and belief that 
it and its principals are not presently 
debarred, suspended, proposed for 
debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from covered 
transactions by any federal depart-
ment or agency.” 

3. NONDISCRIMINATION IN EM-
PLOYMENT

“Bidders on this work will be re-
quired to comply with the President’s 
Executive Order No. 11246. Require-
ments for bidders and contractors 
under this order are explained in the 
specifications.” 

4. DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS 
ENTERPRISE (DBE)

“Each bidder must fully comply 
with the requirements, terms and 
conditions of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise (DBE) require-
ments, including the fair share ob-
jectives for disadvantaged business 
participation during the performance 
of this contract. The bidder commits 
itself to the fair share objective for 
disadvantaged business participa-
tion contained herein and all other 
requirements, terms and conditions 
of these bid conditions by submitting 
a properly signed bid.” 

5. AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL 
PRODUCTS

“On January 17, 2014, H.R. 3547, 
“Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2014,” was enacted. Section 436 
of the Act requires that none of the 
appropriated funds may be used for 
the construction, alteration, main-
tenance, or repair of a public water 
system or treatment works unless all 
of the iron and steel products used 
in the project are produced in the 
United States, unless a waiver is pro-
vided to the recipient by EPA. Condi-
tions for the waiver are found under 
the Information for Bidders. The term 
“iron and steel products” means the 
following products made primarily of 
iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes 
and fittings, manhole covers and 
other municipal castings, hydrants, 
tanks, flanges, pipe clamps and re-
straints, valves, structural steel, re-
inforced precast concrete, and con-
struction materials.”  

For more information on AIS, 
please visit: https://www.epa.gov/
cwsrf/state-revolving-fund-ameri-
can-iron-and-steel-ais-requirement.
Owner anticipates that the Project’s 
total bid price will be approximately 
$[insert amount]. The Project has an 
expected duration of [insert number] 
days. 

6. BUILD AMERICA, BUY AMER-
ICA

“On November 15, 2021, the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) 
(also known as the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)) was 
passed. Section 70901 of Public Law 
117-58, et seq., as amended, and 
Section 70914(a) of the IIJA require 
that Federal funding for infrastruc-
ture, including Wastewater Treat-
ment and Public Water System proj-
ects, complies with the Build America 
Buy America (BABA) Act. Absent a 
waiver, all iron, steel manufactured 
products, and construction materi-
als permanently incorporated into an 
infrastructure project receiving BIL 
funding or are an SRF Equivalency 
project as match for Federal fund-
ing, are subject to the BABA require-
ments and must be produced in the 
United States. 

This project is subject to the Build 
America, Buy America Act (BABAA) 
requirements under Title IX of the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act (IIJA), Pub. L. 117-58, §§ 70901-
70953. 

The following waivers apply to this 
Contract: BABAA De Minimis, Small 
Grants, and Minor Components

Bidder shall be registered on 
Sam.gov in order to submit a bid.

A pre-bid conference for the 
Project will be held on Wednesday, 
March 12, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. on 
site, in Pender, Nebraska. Atten-
dance at the pre-bid conference is 
encouraged but not required.

Engineer’s Estimate: $2.8 million 
dollars

Obtaining the Bidding Documents
Guidance Notes—Bidding Docu-

ments may be made available to 
prospective Bidders using a variety 
of methods ranging from providing 
printed documents to allowing them 
to be downloaded from a website. If 
the Bidding Documents will be made 
available in an electronic format, 
then the following standard para-
graphs assume that the documents 
will be distributed as PDF files. If oth-
er types of files, such as native CAD 
files or building information models 

(BIM), will be made available to Bid-
ders, then edit the advertisement 
accordingly, and review Guidance 
Note 9 accompanying Article 2 of the 
Instructions to Bidders for Construc-
tion Contract (2018), and the provi-
sions of EJCDC® C001, Commen-
tary on 2018 Construction Series 
(2018), regarding file formats other 
than PDFs.

Notes to User—Use the follow-
ing paragraphs for distribution of Bid 
Documents using a Bidding Docu-
ments website established for the 
Project. Delete if not used.

Olsson Guidance Note: Since bid-
ding document websites are typically 
not used for Olsson projects, the fol-
lowing paragraphs have been struck 
out and hidden. If Project Manager 
decides to use the following para-
graph in the invite, remove the strike 
out and unhide the text.

Information and Bidding Docu-
ments for the Project can be found 
at the following designated website:

[URL for designated document 
website]

Bidding Documents may be 
downloaded from the designated 
website. Prospective Bidders are 
urged to register with the designat-
ed website as a plan holder, even 
if Bidding Documents are obtained 
from a plan room or source other 
than the designated website in ei-
ther electronic or paper format. The 
designated website will be updated 
periodically with addenda, lists of 
registered plan holders, reports, and 
other information relevant to submit-
ting a Bid for the Project. All official 
notifications, addenda, and other 
Bidding Documents will be offered 
only through the designated website. 
Neither Owner nor Engineer will be 
responsible for Bidding Documents, 
including addenda, if any, obtained 
from sources other than the desig-
nated website.

A complete set of plans, specifica-
tions, contract documents and pro-
posal form MUST be obtained from 
either: 1) www.questcdn.com for a 
fee of $22 (nonrefundable). Once 
logged into the site, insert eBidDoc 
project number 9519495 Pender, 
NE, Wastewater Treatment Plant Im-
provements, Pender, NE - 2025; OR 
2) Olsson at 1707 Dakota Avenue, 
South Sioux City, NE, for viewable 
only.

Notes to User—Use the following 
paragraphs for distribution of Bid-
ding Documents through an Issuing 
Office (See Instructions to Bidders). 
Delete if not used.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding 
Documents is:

Olsson
1707 Dakota Avenue
South Sioux City, Nebraska 68776
Notes to User—Owner should 

determine if it is desirable to require 
attendance (mandatory) at the Pre-
Bid Conference. Coordinate with the 
Instructions to Bidders. Choose the 
appropriate following paragraph and 
delete the paragraph not used.

Bid security shall be furnished in 
accordance with the Instruction to 
Bidders.  The check(s) or bond(s) 
shall be made payable to Owner as 
security that the bidder(s) to whom 
the award(s) are made will enter into 
contract to build the improvements 
bid upon and furnish the required 
bonds and insurance.  

The Owner reserves the right to 
accept any bid which it deems most 
advantageous to the Owner, and to 
reject any or all bids submitted and 
to hold as many bids as it desires 
for consideration for a period of sixty 
days after the bids are open.

For all further requirements re-
garding bid submittal, qualifications, 
procedures, and contract award, re-
fer to the Instructions to Bidders that 
are included in the Bidding Docu-
ments.

This Advertisement is issued by:
Owner: Village of 

Pender, Nebraska
By: Glen Gralheer
Title: Administrator

Date: Published in the Dakota 
County STAR on February 27th, 
March 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th, 2025 
and April 10th and April 17th

Published in the Pender Times on 
February 27th, March 6th, 13th, 20th 
and 27th, 2025 and April 10th and 
April 17th 

Legal Notice
AMENDED DAKOTA COUNTY 

ZONING REGULATIONS 
The Dakota County Board of 

Commissioners passed Resolution 
25C-006 and approved and adopted 
the following amended zoning regula-
tions effective March 31, 2025 – Ad-
dition of Solor Energy Overlay District 
600.7

Section 600.7 SOLAR  
ENERGY (SOLAR FARM) 

OVERLAY DISTRICT (SOD) 
Purpose 

The purpose of the SOLAR EN-
ERGY OVERLAY DISTRICT (SOD) 
is to promote the use of solar energy 
and accompanying infrastructure 
such as battery energy storage sys-
tems, transmission lines, collector 
substations, etc., as an alternative to 
fossil fuels and thereby promote the 
public health, safety and welfare by 
protecting the environment and pre-
serving our nonrenewable resources 
while at the same time mitigating any 
negative impact on wildlife, natural 
vegetation and aesthetics. A SOD 
permits a private developer to apply 
for and subsequently construct, op-
erate, and maintain a Solar Energy 
Facility and its equipment, such as 
panels, battery storage systems, 
transmission lines, and other appur-
tenances to gather, store, and trans-
fer solar energy to the electrical grid. 
Furthermore, the SOLAR ENERGY 
OVERLAY DISTRICT implements the 
following goals and policies of Dakota 
County. 

Master Plan: 
1. Solar Energy Facilities involve 

development costs which are exclu-
sively the Responsibility of private 
ownership which advances the ob-
jective of having developers in rural 
areas pay their own way. 

2. Balances the needs of the gen-
eral public for lower cost and clean 
energy with the goal of preserving 
prime agricultural land. 

3. Solar Energy helps create busi-
ness opportunities without noise, air 
or ground pollution and without im-
pacting traffic flow in Dakota County. 

4. Promotes effective wildlife and 
natural vegetation management 
while  minimizing the impact on wet-
lands and minimizes erosion. 

5. Preserves the underlying zoning 
classification of the property which is 
subject to the Overlay District. 

6. Balances the needs of the pub-
lic with the rights of private ownership 
of land. 
Section 600.7.100 APPLICABILITY 

 1. These Regulations are appli-
cable to all tracts of real estate which 
have been designated as part of a 
SOD    by the Dakota County Com-
mission and to any application filed 
by real property owner, or their des-
ignee,   who desires that one or more 
parcels of real estate be designated 
as a SOD. 

2. All SODs must be reflected as 
such on the Dakota County Official 
Zoning Map or designated as such 
by a registered engineer or surveyor 
on a topographical map which is to be 
attached as an Appendix to the   Of-
ficial Zoning Map of Dakota County. 

3. Although the Dakota County 
Commission has the inherent author-
ity to rezone property and designate 
which areas are to be part of a given 
overlay district, it is the policy of Da-
kota County that no land will  be des-
ignated as a SOD without the written 
consent of or at the request of the 
owner or owners of the subject prop-
erty. 

4. Applicants seeking to apply for 
a rezone to an SOD to allow for a 
utility-scale solar project in  unincor-
porated Dakota County may apply for 
a rezone in conjunction with a condi-
tional use permit. 

Section 600.7.101  
OVERLAY DISTRICT MAP

The OVERLAY DISTRICT MAP 
will consist of the Official Zoning Map 
of Dakota County which has been 
annotated in clear and unambiguous 
markings to reflect the boundaries of 
the SODs which have been approved 
by the Dakota County Commission.  
The Official Zoning Map will be up-
dated on an annual basis, if needed 
because of the addition of parcels to 
existing SODs or the creation of new 
ones, so that the Zoning Map accu-
rately reflects the SOD Boundaries.  

Between the date that any new area 
is designated as a SOD and the date 
that the Official Zoning Map is up-
dated, all SODs shall be designated 
by an Appendix attached to the Zon-
ing Map as required in Section II. B. 
hereof. 

Section 600.7.102 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
1.   General Standards 
a. SODs can only be established 

in areas which are zoned as Agricul-
tural.

b. The boundaries of any SOD 
must adhere to the minimum princi-
pal setback standards for the Agricul-
tural zoning district. Additionally, solar 
panels within a SOD shall be set back 
at least two hundred (250) feet from 
non-participating residences, unless 
non-participating landowners and 
the Applicant mutually agree upon a 
shorter distance. 

c. In order to be designated as a 
SOD, the area to be designated must 
consist of a minimum of 50 contigu-
ous acres.  

2. Development Standards: All de-
velopment within a SOD must comply 
with the following standards in addi-
tion to the applicable requirements 
of the underlying zoning district.  In 
the event of a conflict  between these 
Development Standards and the re-
quirements of the underlying zoning 
district, these Development Stan-
dards shall control. 

a. Setbacks from any area which 
has been designated as a “wetland” 
by the Nebraska Department of Natu-
ral Resources shall be subject to their 
regulations.

b. An area requested to be des-
ignated as a SOD must adjoin or be 
able to be accessed by at least one 
publicly owned and maintained road 
or a privately-owned road which has 
been dedicated to public use and 
which meets Dakota County road-
way standards.  The primary means 
of ingress and egress must meet the 
applicable site line requirements of 
either the Dakota County Highway 
Department or the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Transportation.  Access must 
be suitable for entry by emergency 
response vehicles. 

c. All project infrastructure must be 
depicted on a topographical map of 
the subject area.

d. A security fence at least six 
(6) feet in height must encircle the 
boundaries of a solar Facility  within 
the proposed SOD.  

e. A screen buffer of appropriate 
vegetation, trees and shrubs must be 
planted on any boundary of  a Solar 
Overlay District which adjoins a coun-
ty, state or federal roadway or which 
is within 250 feet of a residence which 
is not located within the District.  All 
other buffer requirements shall be as 
required by the regulations of the un-
derlying zoning district.  The screen 
buffer  requirements required by this 
Section are the minimum necessary 
in order to obtain a designation as a 
SOD.  Any requirements to obtain an 
operating permit which are more  re-
strictive than the requirements hereof 
shall control. 

f. Only Photovoltaic Solar Panels 
or other panels which do not contain 
liquids within the panels shall be per-
mitted. 

g. To preclude unacceptable noise 
pollution beyond the boundaries of 
the SOD, the inverters which are nec-
essary to convert DC to AC so that 
power can be transferred to the “grid” 
must be located at least 100 feet from 
all boundaries of the SOD. 

Section 600.7.103 
SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
The following information must be 

included in all applications to estab-
lish a SOD: 

1. Name, address, email address 
and phone number of the applicant.  
If the applicant is a corporation, a  
Certificate of Authority to do business 
in Nebraska must be submitted. 

2. Name and address of all own-
ers of the property which is proposed 
to be designated as a SOD, and  evi-
dence of the applicant’s authority to 
proceed on behalf of the owners. 

3. The exact legal description and 
parcel number of each tract which is 
the subject of the application. 

4. Twelve (12) copies of a topo-
graphical map which contains the 
boundaries of the proposed SOD, all  
associated infrastructure, proposed 
points of ingress and egress, names 
of all public and private roads which 

provide access to the proposed SOD, 
and any occupied non-participating 
residence, existing and occupied as 
of the date the application for the 
SOD is filed, within 250 feet of all 
SOD boundaries. 

5. The names and mailing ad-
dresses on file with the Dakota Coun-
ty Assessor of all owners of property 
within 1000 feet of any boundary of 
the proposed SOD.  If any such prop-
erty is owned by a corporation or lim-
ited liability company then the name 
and address of the registered agent 
shall be provided. 

6. A statement as to the total num-
ber of acres contained within the pro-
posed SOD. 

7. Zoning classification of the un-
derlying property. 

8. Zoning classifications of all par-
cels which abut the proposed SOD.

9. Requests to establish a SOD 
submitted by private property own-
ers shall include any memorandum of 
lease or another document which has 
been entered into between the prop-
erty owner and a solar power energy 
company or business.

10. Fees for the cost of County 
processing, publication of notices of 
hearings and etc. shall be paid prior 
to the County Commission issuing its 
final decision. 

Section 600.7.104 
REVIEW PROCEDURE

The review procedure for the es-
tablishment of a SOD shall be the 
same as required for any other pro-
posed amendment to the Dakota 
County Zoning Regulations.  The 
process of deciding whether or not 
to establish a SOD is entirely sepa-
rate from the process required for an 
entity to obtain a permit necessary to 
operate a Solar Energy Farm.  The 
procedure is as follows: 

1. The applicant shall submit a re-
quest to the Zoning Administrator to 
establish a SOD.  The request may 
either be submitted in narrative form 
or an application form   prepared and 
maintained by the Planning and Zon-
ing Department.

2. The Zoning Administrator and 
the Zoning Administrator’s staff and 
other necessary County officials shall 
review the application for complete-
ness. If the application is found to 
be incomplete, it shall be returned 
to the applicant.  Once it has been 
confirmed that the application is com-
plete, the Zoning Administrator shall 
prepare a report and recommenda-
tion to be provided to the Planning 
and Zoning Commission.

3. The Zoning Administrator shall 
schedule the matter to be heard by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission 
at a public hearing and shall mail out 
and publish notice as required by Ne-
braska law. 

4. The Planning and Zoning Com-
mission shall hold a public hearing 
and after hearing and viewing the 
testimony and evidence submitted, 
the Planning and Zoning Commission 
shall make its recommendation to ap-
prove, deny or modify the request 
and submit its recommendations to 
the County Commission.

5. Upon the receipt of the Planning 
and Zoning Commission’s recom-
mendations, the County Commission 
shall schedule and conduct a mini-
mum of one (1) public hearing   with 
notice and publication of each being 
made as required by Nebraska law. 

6. The procedure at the pub-
lic hearing or hearings shall be the 
same as that employed for any other  
amendment to the Zoning Regula-
tions. 

7. At such time as all scheduled 
public hearings have been conclud-
ed, the County Commission shall       
schedule a deliberative session at 
which the County Commissioners 
shall discuss the evidence and testi-
mony between themselves and shall 
have the right to ask questions of 
County staff for clarification purpos-
es. Although the deliberative session 
shall be an “open meeting”, no testi-
mony or evidence shall be received 
unless requested by the County 
Commissioners.

8. At the conclusion of the delib-
erative session, the County Com-
mission shall issue its findings and 
may approve the request, deny the 
request or amend the request.  

9. Appeals from the decision of the 
County Commission shall be as pro-
vided for by Nebraska law.  

Publish: 4-10-25
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Legal Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

City of South Sioux City
South Sioux City, Nebraska

Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion
General Notice
City of South Sioux City (Owner) is requesting Bids for the construction of 

the following Project:
Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion 

Bids for the construction of the Project will be received at the South Sioux 
City Hall located at 1615 1st Avenue, South Sioux City, NE 68776 , until April 
24th at 2:00 PM local time. At that time the Bids received will be  “publicly”  
opened and read.

The Project includes the following Work:
 Expansion of the current wastewater treatment facility to accommodate 

domestic wastewater flows. Improvements include the addition of a new 
headworks building with fine screening and grit removal; addition of addi-
tional aerobic granular sludge influent pumps; addition of another train of 
four aerobic granular sludge tanks, blower building, pipe gallery; addition of 
a thickening and tertiary filter building; addition of additional ultraviolet disin-
fection modules; addition of biogas hydrogen sulfide scrubber system (pre-
procured); addition of a dewatering belt filter press and associated site/civil/
mechanical/electrical/instrumentation/plumbing improvements.

Bids are requested for the following Contract: Wastewater Treatment Fa-
cility Expansion 

Obtaining the Bidding Documents
Information and Bidding Documents for the Project can be obtained at the 

following designated website:
https://www.questcdn.com/
eBidDoc/Project # 9456482

Bidding Documents may be downloaded from the designated website. 
Prospective Bidders are urged to register with the designated website as a 
Bidding Documents holder, even if Bidding Documents are obtained from a 
third-party plan room or source other than the designated website in either 
electronic or paper format.  The designated website will be updated periodi-
cally with Addenda, lists of registered Bidding Documents holders, reports on 
the Site, and other information relevant to submitting a Bid for the Project.  All 
official notifications, Addenda, and other Bidding Documents will be offered 
only through the designated website. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be re-
sponsible for Bidding Documents, including Addenda, if any, obtained from 
sources other than the designated website.

Due to many changes in the federal laws specific to Municipal Govern-
ment and Federal and State funding, it will now be required that beginning 
January 1, 2016, all entities who elect to submit sealed bids, proposals or 
quotes to the City must provide proof that they are not only registered with the 
Federal website www.sam.gov, but that they are also active in their system 
and eligible to participate in Municipally funded projects. It is strongly recom-
mended all entities provide their UEI (Unique Entity Identifier) number to the 
City in their submissions as well and demonstrate compliance with the e-ver-
ification. Such proof must be provided and will be verified prior to any award 
of contract.  Finally, all entities who submit must not appear on the debarred 
list under www.sam.gov in order to be eligible and considered.  Debarment 
automatically results in ineligibility to participate in the selection process

Pre-bid Conference
A pre-bid conference for the Project will be held on March 26th at 2:00 PM 

at South Sioux City Hall 1651 1st Avenue, South Sioux City, NE 68776.  At-
tendance at the pre-bid conference is encouraged but not required.

DAVIS-BACON ACT WAGE DETERMINATIONS
“Contractors and subcontractors on USEPA federally assisted construc-

tion projects are required to pay their laborers and mechanics wages not less 
than those established by the U.S. Department of Labor. A current wage deci-
sion containing the appropriate building and/or heavy type rates is included in 
the specifications for bidding purposes.”

DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION
“The prospective participants must certify by submittal of EPA Form 5700-

49, Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension and Other Responsibility 
Matters, that to the best of its knowledge and belief that it and its principals 
are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared 
ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any federal 
department or agency.”

NONDISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOYMENT
“Bidders on this work will be required to comply with the President’s Ex-

ecutive Order No. 11246. Requirements for bidders and contractors under 
this order are explained in the specifications.”

DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE (DBE)
“Each bidder must fully comply with the requirements, terms and condi-

tions of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (DBE) requirements, including the fair share objectives for disad-
vantaged business participation during the performance of this contract. The 
bidder commits itself to the fair share objective for disadvantaged business 
participation contained herein and all other requirements, terms and condi-
tions of these bid conditions by submitting a properly signed bid.”

AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTS
“On January 17, 2014, H.R. 3547, “Consolidated Appropriations Act, 

2014,” was enacted. Section 436 of the Act requires that none of the appro-
priated funds may be used for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or 
repair of a public water system or treatment works unless all of the iron and 
steel products used in the project are produced in the United States, unless 
a waiver is provided to the recipient by EPA. Conditions for the waiver are 
found under the Information for Bidders. The term “iron and steel products” 
means the following products made primarily of iron or steel: lined or unlined 
pipes and fittings, manhole covers and other municipal castings, hydrants, 
tanks, flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel, reinforced 
precast concrete, and construction materials.”

For more information on AIS, please visit: https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/
state-revolving-fund-american-iron-and-steel-ais-requirement.

Instructions to Bidders
For all further requirements regarding bid submittal, qualifications, pro-

cedures, and contract award, refer to the Instructions to Bidders that are in-
cluded in the Bidding Documents.

This Advertisement is issued by:
Owner: South Sioux City
By: Nanci Walsh
Title: City Clerk
Date: March 13, 2025
Publish in the Dakota County Star April 3, 2025. 
Publish in the Dakota County Star Thursday, March 13, 20 and 27, 2025 

and April 3, 10, 17, 2025.-ZNEZ

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF 

SCHOOL BOND ELECTION
SOUTH SIOUX CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 0011

IN THE STATE OF NEBRASKA
TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025

Notice is hereby given to the qualified electors of the South Sioux City 
School District 0011 in the State of Nebraska (the “District”) that at a special 
election to be held in said District on Tuesday, May 13, 2025, there shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the District the following proposition:

“Shall Dakota County School District 0011 (South Sioux City Community 
Schools) in the State of Nebraska issue its general obligation bonds to pro-
vide funds to pay the costs of (a) facility upgrades related to improving safety 
and security, eliminating overcrowding, making buildings accessible to those 
with disabilities, enhancing educational programs; (b) replacing schools that 
cannot be cost-effectively renovated, including any necessary land acquisi-
tion, site improvements and public improvements on or related to property 
owned by the District, and any necessary demolition of existing buildings; (c) 
construction and acquisition of a new elementary school building, new fifth 
and sixth grade building, and new preschool building; (d) additions, renova-
tions and improvements to existing elementary schools, middle school, and 
high school facilities; and (e) providing for the necessary equipment and ap-
paratus for such school buildings, facilities, renovations and improvements; 
with such bonds to be issued in an aggregate stated principal amount not to 
exceed One Hundred Twenty-Seven Million Dollars ($127,000,000), in one or 
more series, at such time or times, to bear interest at such rate or rates, to be 
sold at such prices and to become due at such time or times as may be fixed 
by, or determined at the direction of, the Board of Education; and  

“Shall the School District cause to be levied and collected annually a spe-
cial levy of taxes against all the taxable property in the School District suf-
ficient in rate and amount to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds 
as the same become due?”

FOR such Bonds and tax

AGAINST such Bonds and tax

Electors voting in favor of the proposition shall blacken the oval opposite 
the words “FOR such Bonds and tax” following such proposition, and electors 
voting against such proposition shall blacken the oval opposite the words 
“AGAINST such Bonds and tax” following the proposition.

Voter Registration Deadlines
•April 25, 2025 is the deadline for registering to vote for this election online 

or through mail, agencies, or via delivered registrations.
•May 2, 2025 at 6 p.m. is the deadline for in-person voter registration at the 

Dakota County Clerk’s Office.
By-Mail Election –
This election will be an election by mail. Ballots will be mailed to registered 

voters of the District between April 21, 2025 and May 2, 2025.
Registered voters wishing to vote in the special election who will be ab-

sent from their residence between April 13, 2025 and May 13, 2025, or who 
request the use of a ballot-marking device, may contact the Dakota County 
Clerk’s office at 402-987-2130.

All ballots must be returned to the Clerk’s Office by May 13, 2025, at 
5 P.M. to be counted.

BY ORDER OF THE SOUTH SIOUX SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE STATE 
OF NEBRASKA
Cherie Conley, Dakota County Clerk

Publish in the Dakota Star Thursday, March 27, 2025 - ZNEZ

Dakota City Public Library
Book Club will be reading “Reconstructing Amelia” by Kimberly Mc-

Creight. This story is a story of secrets and lies, friends, and bullies. It’s 
about how well any parent really knows their child and how far one mother 
will go to vindicate the memory of a daughter whose life she could not save.

It will be Slime Time at the library’s April Story Hour! This will be the 
last program for the school year until Summer Reading Program begins. The 
library has several slime related books available. Check out our Facebook 
page for a list of all the new titles. Staff have planned several slime and Eas-
ter  themed activities for the day.

Books are being stocked in the Little Free Library. Please enjoy the selec-
tions and participate in the “Take One; Leave One” opportunity of sharing 
good reading materials. We try to include both Children and Adult materials, 
along with magazines.

Friends of the Library will meet on Monday, April 14 at 6 p.m. The group 
meets every three months (Jan, April, July, and Oct) and would love to have 
new members join their group.

New items added; “The Perfect Slime” by Saffia Abdul-Haqq, “The Book 
of Slime,” How to Make Slime, Putty, & Liquid Rainbows” by Denise Clark, 
“Stink and the Attack of the Slime Mold” by Megan McDonald, “So Much 
Slime” by Jason Lefebvre, “Too Much Slime” by Frances Gilbert, “Fran-
kenslime” by Joy Keller, “Super Gross Icky, Sticky Slime” by Ximeria Wat-
kins, “Agent Stitch; Studying Slime” by Steve Behling, “Geronimo Stilten; 
Slime for Dinner,” My Pet Slime” by Courtney Sheinmel, and “How to Win 
a Slime War” by Mae Respicio.

 

City News
Spring Clean-Up will be April 30 and May 1.
Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Dakota City Community Foundation 

will be held on Saturday, April 19 at 11 a.m. in the Lundberg Field.
“Egg My Yard” Easter Egg Fundraiser to help cover costs for the Save the 

Kitties will be selling candy-filled eggs. Notices with more information are 
posted through-out town.

All School Family Fun Night will be held at the Dakota City Elementary 
School on Friday, May 2 from 5-7 p.m.

By Lulene Sebade

By Laura Sullivan

Garbage Pickup Day change
The garbage pickup day will 

change to Monday beginning April 
1. The new schedule will begin with 
pick up on Monday, April 7 and con-
tinue every Monday thereafter.

Harty-McNally Legion  
and Auxiliary 

The Legion and Auxiliary next 
meeting will be on Thursday, April 
10 at 7 p.m. in our Legion Hall. Pop-
py posters will be judged by Auxil-
iary members. This is always a fun 
meeting, so all members are encour-
aged to give their opinion. First place 
winners will be sent to The State 
Americanism Chairman. Girls State 
will be June 1-7 and our Auxiliary 
will be sponsoring Jenna Allyn, who 
is a Junior at Homer High School. 
This program teaches students about 
local, county, and state government. 
Save the date for the Soup and Pie 
Supper to be held in our Legion Hall 

on Saturday, April 26. This will in-
clude a Bake Sale and Quilt raffle.

Jackson Easter Egg Hunt
The annual Jackson Easter Egg 

hunt is scheduled for Saturday, April 
19 at 10 a.m. at Magirl Park in Jack-
son. Everyone is welcome. The Eas-
ter Bunny and Chick will be there for 
pictures. An egg toss after the hunt 
for older kids.

Rockin’ Breakfast 
Fundraiser

Join us for a rockin’ breakfast fea-
turing Joan O’Neill’s cinnamon rolls 
at Providence Hall on April 13 at 
10:45 a.m. Father Joyce and other lo-
cal musicians will provide entertain-
ment and delicious homemade cinna-
mon rolls will be available. This is a 
free will donation to raise funds for 
the Widows retreat scheduled at Casa 
de Paz in Newcastle. There will also 
be themed gift baskets to be raffled. 

A retreat for widows is being orga-
nized for Northeast Nebraska on Fri-
day, April 25 (evening) to Saturday, 
April 26. If you are interested in par-
ticipating in or supporting this event 
please contact Trudy Jepsen (712) 
490-0950. The retreat will be hosted 
by Father Jim Kramper of Casa De 
Paz. Come on April 13 for good en-
tertainment and socializing.

Library closed
Thursdays, April 3 and April 10, 

Jackson Library will be closed due to 
scheduling conflicts with Kindergar-
ten and pre school open houses.

Pickleball
Jackson Pickleball is now using 

Playtime Scheduler to schedule pick-
leball. Log in and see when everyone 
is meeting. The group is still meeting 
on Mondays but using Scheduler to 
ensure there are games scheduled.

Book Club 
April selections are “Salvage the 

Bones” by Jesmyn Ward and “The 
Chain” by Adrian McKinty. May 
books are “The Road” by Cormac 
McCarthey and “The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe” by C.S. Lewis. 
The big book selection is “Paradise 
Lost” by John Milton.

Jackson Elementary School
Mondays – One hour late start for 

teacher in service
Kindergarten Round Up – April 

10, 6 p.m.
Early dismissals – Thursday April 

17 – Jackson, 1:10 p.m.

No school – Easter Break – Friday, 
April 18 and Monday, April 21

Jackson Elementary School lunch 
menu for the week April 14-18:

Monday – Pancakes, sausage bites, 
hasbrown, yogurt, fruit

Tuesday – Taco in a bag, corn, 
churro, fruit

Wednesday – Grilled chicken, 
corn, mashed potato bowl, pudding, 
fruit

Thursday – Early Dismissal, 1:10 
p.m. – PB&J, carrots, gogurt, crack-
ers, fruit

Friday – No school – Easter break

Hours of Operation
Bank of Dixon County — Monday 

through Thursday, drive-through 7:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m., Friday 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.; Lobby is 
open 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and 2-4 p.m.

Lunch Box – Tuesday through Saturday 
– 7:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Northeast Nebraska Telephone 
Company — Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.

United States Postal Services — 
Monday through Friday 12-4p.m., Saturday 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Pump and Pantry - Daily 4:30 a.m.-10 
p.m.

Morrow’s House Moving — 402-632-
4555 - for estimates and appointments.

Bridal Sweet - by appointment
AA Meetings – Providence Hall, 

Mondays 7-8 p.m.
Jackson Public Library open Mondays 

and Thursdays from 6-8 p.m.
St. Patrick’s — Sunday 9:15a.m. services
MC Salon – Men’s day every Thursday. 

No appointment necessary.  Call 632-2011 
for appointments.

Palermo Italian Cuisine and Bar – 
Monday closed, Tuesday through Thursday 
4-9 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 4-10 p.m.

Holy Week services 
are scheduled

Holy Week services at St. Luke and 
St. Paul’s Lutheran churches. Maun-
dy Thursday service at St. Luke with 
Holy Communion and fifth-grade 
First Communion at 6:30 p.m. Kathy 
Becker is the worship leader. Good 
Friday service at St. Paul’s at 6:30 
p.m. with Scott Albrecht as worship 
leader. Easter Sunday sunrise service 
at 7 a.m. at St. Paul’s with Scott Al-
brecht as worship leader; breakfast at 
8 a.m. at St. Paul’s. Easter Service at 
St. Luke at 9 a.m. with Holy Com-
munion and Kathy Becker worship 
leader.

Wednesday all at St. Paul’s: 
Friends after school, supper at 5 
p.m., confirmation and Bible study at 
6:30 p.m., book club at 6:45 p.m.

Community Coffee April 18
St. Luke Lutheran Church will 

host the April Community Coffee on 
Wednesday, April 18 at 10 a.m.

Book Blast was a blast
The Emerson-Hubbard Elementa-

ry School had 83 percent of the stu-
dents participate in the recent Book 
Blast and received a total of $9,036 
to get 589 books for students. Mrs. 
Nelson’s preschool, Mrs. Heiner’s 
Kindergarten and Mrs. Sebade’s first 
grade had 90-100 percent participa-
tion and earned a $200 shopping 
spree for their classroom. All other 
grades had 68-83 percent participa-
tion and earned a $100 shopping 
spree for their classroom. An ad-
ditional $600 for books for the Em-

erson-Hubbard Elementary school 
library was earned.

Easter Break next week
No school at Emerson-Hubbard 

Schools April 18-21 for Spring 
Break.

Wolfpack Awards Night
The TCNE Wolfpack Athletic 

Awards night will be held Monday, 
April 28 at Allen High School.

L&C Honorees
Congratulations to the following 

TCNE Wolfpack basketball players 
who have been selected to the 2024-
25 Lewis and Clark Conference post-
season honors. Second-team honor-
ees were Ben Jorgensen and Briley 
Anderson and honorable mention to 
Thatcher Lamp and Joslyn Mackling.

Easter Egg Hunt
Emerson’s Easter Egg Hunt will 

be held Saturday, April 19 at 1 p.m. 
at Emerson Park. Meet at the north 
shelter.

Cleanup Days
Emerson’s Cleanup Days will be 

Friday, April 18 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
and Friday, April 19 from 8 a.m.-12 
p.m.

Minimum wage repeal 
advances in Legislature

By MARK MORAN
Nebraska News Connection

The Nebraska Legislature is 
considering a bill to roll back a 
2022 voter approved initiative 
that would raise the minimum 
wage in the state. 

Business groups say the bill 
would create hardships for small 
companies. 

Legislative Bill 258 would undo 
the voter-passed measure, which 
would raise the hourly minimum 
wage by a $1.50 until it reaches 
$15 in 2026. 

LB 258 would also create a 
lower minimum wage for 14 and 
15-year-old workers. 

Nebraska Appleseed Economic 
Justice Director Ken Smith said 
the bill would make it harder for 
Nebraska working families al-
ready struggling to make ends 
meet. 

“This is coming from a group 
of business interests who did not 
oppose the initiative when they 
had the chance to oppose the ini-
tiative,” said Smith, “and instead 
of doing that are trying to use the 

Legislature as a means of rolling 
back these increases.”

The bill was sponsored by state 
Sen. Jane Raybould, D-Lincoln, 
whose family owns a series of 
small grocery and convenience 
stores. 

Raybould resigned her post as 
company vice president the day 
debate began on LB 258. She filed 
a conflict of interest statement 
earlier this session. 

Supporters of the bill say in-
creasing the minimum wage 
makes it harder on their bottom 
line, but Smith countered that 
higher minimum wages in other 
states have proven benefits out-
weigh those concerns. 

“There are business benefits to 
having a more productive work-
force,” said Smith. “There are 
business benefits to having lower 
employee turnover, and there are 
benefits to having consumers with 
more buying power.”

Three hundred businesses 
across the state approved the 2022 
initiative to raise the minimum 
wage.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Emerson-Hubbard FFA members receiving their FFA State Degrees at last 
week’s Nebraska FFA State Convention were (second from left) Rylinn Mitchell, 
Kimberly Ahlers and Myleah Mackling.
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The Dakota County Star
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Brought to you by the Dakota County STAR and our wonderful sponsors
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2501 Cornhusker Dr.
South Sioux City, NE
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SOUTH SIOUX CITY
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BIG
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www.gravely.com

ROBERTSON IMPLEMENT
3735 DAKOTA AVENUE

SO. SIOUX CITY, NE
402-494-4234

1001 W. 29th St.• South Sioux City, NE • 402-494-2001

WIND DOWN,
CATCH UP.

1000 W. 29th St., Ste. 212 • South Sioux City, NE • 402-494-4264

You may have worked with the rest

www.cardinalcityrealty.com • 402-494-5444

Now Fly With the Best!Now Fly With the Best!

• Alicia Larson • Alma Salcido • Deb Larson 
• Cheri Bracht • Gina Anderson • Emily Magdanz

WIND DOWN,
CATCH UP.

1000 W. 29th St., Ste. 212 • South Sioux City, NE • 402-494-4264

WIND DOWN,
CATCH UP.

1000 W. 29th St., Ste. 212 • South Sioux City, NE • 402-494-4264

“We have Siouxland Pride”
YES! We do Mortgage Loans

Chamber banquet
makes a comeback

More than 250 attend SSC Area 
Chamber’s first banquet since 2020

Photos by Michael Carnes
Executive board chairman Mike LaCroix entertains the crowd during Friday’s banquet at the Marriott Event Center.

Cardinal Elementary kindergarten teacher Amy Shultz receives the 
Golden Apple Award from SSC Schools superintendent Dr. Rony 
Ortega as Dr. Marsyz Rames from Wayne State College looks on.

Dueling Pianos kept the crowd entertained during 
Friday’s Chamber Banquet at the Marriott Event Center.

Chris Rich does her best Vanna White 
impersonation as she shows off a pair 
of diamond earrings that were auctioned 
off during Friday’s Chamber Banquet.

SSC Area Chamber executive board chairman Mike LaCroix said he 
was happy to see local businesses come together and enjoy Friday’s 
Chamber Banquet, the first for the group since right before the Covid 
pandemic in 2020.


