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 Bestin Glestorn Counly \

Best Charity: Carl Perkins Center for the Prevention of
Child Abuse

Best Gossip Spot: Jack’s

Best Public Utility: STEMC

Best School: Jacks Creek Elementary

Best Church: Friendship Baptist Church

P

Best Businesses
Assisted Living Center: Southern Oaks
Auto Body Shop: Quality Body Works
New Auto Dealer: Lonnie Cobb
Used Auto Dealer: Lofton’s
Auto Parts: The Parts House
Auto Repair: Greene’s Garage
Bakery: Cash Saver
Bank: First Bank
Beauty Salon: Hillari’s Hair Service
Beer Store: Oden’s Marathon
Building Supplies/Lumber: Simmon’s Lumber
Cable/Satellite Provider: Spectrum
Cash Advance Service:
Catering: Hunt’s TN BBQ
Clothing: MiMi’s Boutique
Convenience Store: Corner Express
Day Care/Preschool: Noah’s Ark Preschool
Dental Clinic: Knoell Family Dentistry
Embroidery/Screen Printing: Alliance
Event Venue: JL Acres
Eye Clinic: Henderson Eye Clinic
Finance Company: Edward Jones
Fitness Center/Gym: No Xcuse Fitness
Flower Shop: Henderson Florist
Funeral Home; Shackelford-Casey’s
Gift Shop: Southern Chic Spatique
Grocery Store: Piggly Wiggly
Heating/Air: Lecornu Heating and Air
Home Décor: Duck’s Market
Industry/Factory: Henderson Stamping
Insurance Agency: State Farm
Internet Provider: Spectrum
Investment Firm: Edward Jones
Landscape/Lawn Service: Turf Obsession
Liquor Store: Oden’s
Manicure/Pedicure: Southern Chic Spatique
Medical Clinic: Main St. Family Medicine
Mini Storage: C & R Mini Storage
Newspaper: CCI

Nursery/Gardening: Duck’s Market

Nursing Home/Rehab Center: Henderson Health &
Rehab

Office Supplies: Dollar Tree

Party Supplies: Dollar Tree

Pediatric Clinic: Christian Family Medicine
Pest Control: Mack’s

Pharmacy: City Drug

Physical Therapy: STAR
Plumbing/Electrical: Buck’s Building Supply
Real Estate Firm: Crye Lieke Realty
Restaurant/Café’: Jacks Creek Grill
Restaurant/Fast Food: Wendy’s

Senior Living Apartments: Heritage Towers
Tire Store: The Tire Shop
Vitamins/Supplements: City Drug

Wrecker Service: Hi-Way Wrecker

Best People
Mr. Chester County: Stacey Smith
Ms. Chester County: Sherry Hutcherson
Attorney: Lloyd Tatum
Baker: Linda Watson
Bank Executive: Chasity Burns
Bank Teller: Kim Phelps
Barber: Jerry Beshires
Bookkeeper: Alex Lofton
Boss: Kermit Lofton
New Car Salesman: Drew Lofton
Used Car Salesman: Clint Ross
Cashier: Johnathan Sweeney
Chiropractor: Dr. Ron Burns
Coach: Jason Judd
Cook: Linda Watson
Contractor/Carpenter: Tim Wooley
Dentist: Alexander & Sara Knoell
Doctor/Nurse Practitioner: Dr. Brian McCarver
Elected City Official: Terry Bell
Elected County/State Official: Al McKinnon
Electrician: Steve Haskins
Eye Doctor: Karen Johnson
Eye Technician: Karen Johnson
Financial Planner: Edward Jones
Firefighter: Al McKinnon
Florist: Henderson Florist & Gifts
Funeral Director/Assistant: Tony Hysmith
Hair Stylist: Hillari Hurst

LISt of Winners

Handyman: Anthony Reddin
Industry/Factory Worker: Pierre McKnight
Insurance Agent: Barry Smith

Landscaper: Trevor Burns

Law Enforcement Officer: Tim Crowe
Mechanic: Greene’s Garage Mechanics
Minister: Glenn Harris

Nurse: Jennifer Stevens

Office Manager: David Sweeney
Paralegal/Lawyer: Jay Johnson
Pharmacist: Robert Spain

Photographer: Audrey Stone

Physical Therapist: Vicki Stout

Plumber: Rob Cunningham

Postal Employee: Don Crews

Principal: Paydan Buckley

Real Estate Agent: Destiny Burns
Salesman: Jeff Clark

School Bus Driver: Larry Smith
Secretary/Receptionist: Johnathan Sweeney
Teacher: Melissa Greenway

School Employee (Non Teacher): Renee’ Webb
Veterinarian: Heather Jacobs

Community Volunteer: Mendi Moore
Waiter/Waitress: Chloe Jones

Barbeque: Siler’s

Biscuits: Jack’s

Breakfast: Wendy’s

Buffet: Brenda’s Kitchen

Coffee: McDonald’s

Catfish: Mifflin Store

Desserts: Mifflin Store

Donuts: U.S. Donuts

French Fries: McDonald’s

Fried Chicken: Brenda’s Kitchen
Hamburgers: Jacks Creek Grill
Home Cooking: Brenda’s Kitchen
Mexican: El Ranchitos

Pizza: Pizza Hut

Salads: Snookum’s

Sandwiches: Jacks Creek Grill
Steaks: Snookum’s

Tea: Snookum’s
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~I=Best Secretary/Receptionist: Johnathon Sweeney =Z~Best Boss: Kermit Lofton
=~Best Office Manager: David Sweeney ~vBest Bookkeeper: Alex Lofton
=r~Best Used Car Salesman: Clint Ross ~I/Best Cashier: Johnathon Sweeney

We would like to thank Chester County for the vote of
support! It is an honor to serve this community!
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~ Jeff Clark

f | w Best Salesman

y Drew Lofton :
I/ BestNew Car Salesman / Awg
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Chester County Clerk Stacy Smith was born
in 1965. He attended Chester County Schools
Class of 1983 and then continued his education
at UT Martin. “It was great; we left our doors
unlocked, and keys in our car growing up. Of
course, times have changed since then,” stated
Smith. After attending UT Martin and getting
married to his wife Casey Smith, they spent
seven years living in Selmer. He has two daugh-
ters, Taylor and Rylee.

Smith has been involved in the Chester
County community since 1990 where he started
at Chester County Bank. In 1994 he started as
the Finance Manager for Loften Chevrolet and
stayed there for 20 years.

He currently works at the Chester County
Clerk’s office since September of 2014, which
offers services such as:

* Car Renewals

* Car Titles

* Business Tax

* Sales Tax

* Beer License

* Notaries

* Hotel/Motel Tax

* Hunting & Fishing License

* Sales Tax Exemption Forms

* Driver’s License Renewals

* Marriage License

* Mobile Home Decals

“It’s an honor to be chosen. I try to stay very
active and busy in the community, helping folks
as best as I can,” said Smith on being chosen as
Mr. Chester County this year. Smith is involved
with the Chester County Seniors Center, Quin-
co Mental Health board and Chester County
Department of Emergency Services board and
serves as the Director of the Lions Club.
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Smith was a panelist for Chester County’s
UT Extension first-ever Family and Consumer
Sciences Community Wellness forum that took
place on Wednesday, May 22, 2024, in Hender-
son. Panelists sat before the community of more
than 50 members to discuss the different dimen-
sions of wellness, including physical, spiritual,
financial and emotional wellness. The goal was
to learn information and resources from the
community to benefit overall health.

When asked about a favorite moment of get-
ting involved with the community, he stated his
favorite would be one that happened recently.
“It was on the Senior Center board; you spend
some time with folks that are more elderly,
more experienced, and you get to learn some
things. They love being around people, talking
to people and they need that. Not everybody has
family, but if they go to the Senior Center that is
their family. That is very rewarding, and I enjoy
it,” stated Smith.

What Smith loves most about this communi-
ty is the people. “You can build those relation-
ships. You know their family, you know their
parents, and you end up getting to know their
kids and everybody along the way. When you
drive down the road, people wave at you, and
it’s a great feeling.”

When asked about what he is excited for
when it comes to the future of Chester County,
Smith stated, “Growth is good, but too much
growth is not good.” He enjoys the small-town
atmosphere over the big-city lights, explaining
Jackson would be the biggest he would like to
live next to or around.

“T like the fact that we are a small commu-
nity, I enjoy the way it is now... not a Metro-
politan area.”

VOTED BEST
CONVENIENCE STORE

g 9893003
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By Holly Roeder

“I don’t feel worthy at all,” said Sherry
Hutcherson upon hearing she has been named
“Mrs. Chester County” in the Chester Coun-
ty Independent Reader’s Choice awards.
While Hutcherson challenges her inclusion
among those who would qualify for the title,
she says she is humbled by the nominations
and feels honored. “Thank you to those that
thought enough of me to vote,” she said. “It’s
something I never expected.”

Hutcherson is a true native of Chester
County. Born in their Montezuma home, the
daughter of Buel and Betty Ruth Maness, sis-
ter to Dennis. Growing up in Chester County,
Hutcherson attended school at Jacks Creek
Christian School and was Salutatorian for her
small graduating class of four.

As one chapter concluded, the next had
already begun. A cute boy she had seen in
Chow Wagon one afternoon became her hus-
band the December before she graduated.
Forty years later, she and Barry are still to-
gether. She stated that it was the second most
important decision she has made for her life.
“I feel like I made a really good choice when
I chose my life partner,” she said. “Other than
your salvation - choosing to follow Christ -
the next thing would be who you choose to
share your life with...and fortunately, I made
a good choice.” While opposites in many
ways, Hutcherson says she and her husband
share the same moral compass and align on
the big things.

The two have carried different roles over
the years. Barry has been a plumber, electri-

_*'*'*.
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cian and cook and has been Chester County
Mayor since 2018; she has held a variety of
roles, and rolls - quite literally. In addition to
her greatest accomplishments of being a wife
and mother, Hutcherson began her working
career babysitting her Aunt Joan’s children,
Michael and Angie. She worked briefly at
Chester County Sportswear and then began
waiting tables at Catfish Galley. She enjoyed
working in the food service industry, com-
menting on the change of pace, the variety
of tasks and people in any given shift. She
credits her table philosophy to advice from
a Western Sizzlin’ manager, to go above and
beyond, providing more to customers than
what they expect. The advice served her well
at Western Sizzlin’ (south) and then when
her family opened Snookum’s steakhouse in
1994. In 1997, Hutcherson also began work-
ing in the cafeteria at the new Chester Coun-
ty High School. She said the role of “lunch
lady” brought new avenues of service as she
got to know the students. Students opened
up to Hutcherson, and she met them with en-
couragement and support.

Through all of the different hats they have
each worn, Hutcherson said she and Barry
are each still the same people they have al-
ways been. A title does not change the inward
compass or the outer goals, she explained,
recalling the love and compassion she has
observed Barry exhibit in whatever capacity
he stood. “He’s good all the way thorough.”
She was grateful to be able to work and also
be with their two girls, Jennifer and Hayley,
while they were young. She worked two jobs
for the majority of her adult life until she had

Thursday - Saturday
4:30-9:00

SHERRY HUTCHERSON

emergency heart surgery in 2010. She lost her
mother to heart disease in 2008. Today, she
continues to spend evenings at Snookum’s
overseeing customer satisfaction and occa-
sionally waiting tables while Barry mans the
grill, and both set aside time to be present for
their family, including their grandchildren,
Khloe and Karson (Jennifer and Karl) and
Palmer and Piper (Hayley and Clint).

Hutcherson’s faith has carried her through,
seeing God’s work in her life and in the com-
munity. She said her family has always relied
heavily on prayer, trusting that things will
work out for the best, whether or not it works
out the way you want.

“People are good, especially here in Ches-
ter County,” she said. “We’re blessed. We
have good people that come together — when
something happens people jump to help...it
doesn’t matter what side of the aisle you’re
on or what; they help each other.”

“My momma always taught me to treat
others how I want to be treated, and I’ve tried
to live by that; I taught my kids to live by
that.”

More of the same is what Hutcherson
hopes for the future of Chester County, for
the community to continue working together,
as a community.

To support each other in local business.

“Our own people that are trying to make
something in Chester County - we need to
want each other to succeed.”

To continue seeing the need, and meeting
that need where each is able.

“There’s people in Chester County that
don’t have food...people that don’t have a
place to sleep at night,” she said. “We don’t
know what somebody’s fighting. We may be
the only smiling face they see all day.”

“We don’t realize how blessed we are until
we go someplace else.”
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By Holly Roeder

One in every 10 children living
in Chester County will be sexually
abused before their 18th birthday,
says Carl Perkins Director Kirby
Fahs. It is a startling statistic, one
4 that is true not just for Chester County,
¥ but nationally. A child is abused or
\, neglected every 47 seconds in the
5 United States, according to the Ex-
= change Club-Carl Perkins Center
for Child Abuse Prevention. Of the

children who are sexually abused,
90% are abused by someone they know and
trust. Seventy percent of children who are sex-
ually abused are abused by a peer. Fewer than
5% of child abuse/neglect reports are false
When considering that these statistics are
based on abuse which is actually re- &
ported, the need to protect the nation’s
children becomes clear. )

The Carl Perkins Center is the §
boots-on-the-ground support for West
Tennessee’s children. With 20 locations in West
Tennessee, the center provides services for chil-
dren who have experienced sexual abuse or se-
vere physical abuse while spreading awareness
of the battle all Tennesseans face on behalf of
our kids. The Chester County center provided
services for 96 local children in the 2023-24
fiscal year, as well as 68 adults, for a total of
164. Services are extensive and multi-faceted,
providing each child their best chance at over-
coming their experience.

Services offered by the center include fo-
rensic interviews; trauma focused cognitive
ioral therapy (once per week,
) lasting 12 weeks to one
year, depending on
Al each child’s progres-
sion); victim advoca-
cy (advocate begins
) the journey with the
child at the forensic

met in home and checks in monthly to update
on progress, make sure the child/family/care
giver knows what to expect); nurturing parent-
ing classes — weekly for six to eight weeks (in-
cludes topics such as communicating with re-
spect, dealing with stress, dealing with feelings,
expectation and brain development)t; Stew-
ards of children community education classes
— Darkness to Light program on child sexual
abuse prevention, 2.5 hour free training, meets
criteria for schools/agencies/etc., learning facts/
statistics, minimizing opportunity (Child sexual
abuse occurs 80% of the time in isolated situa-
tions) how to minimize, how to create a safer
space, how to talk to kids about boundaries,
policies within agencies and how to recognize
signs. Additionally, the center offers resources

such as a food pantry and diapers/
Q @ wipes/personal hygiene products
¥ and a 24-hour hotline with on-call
staff answering after hours. All services
, offered at no charge to families and
guardians.

A Child Protective Investigative
Team (CPIT) composed of 14 members evalu-
ates all aspects of the child’s case to determine
every need and service. “We have an amazing
team,” Fahs said. “They come in, and we spend
a lot of time on every kid to make sure that ev-
ery single discipline that is involved has the
opportunity to talk about where they are, what
they see, what they think, what they need; so at
the end of the day we’re not missing anything,
the kiddo’s not falling through the cracks.”

With all of the inside help, the center re-
ceives a large amount of assistance from the
community as well. The center operates strict-
ly from donations, every dollar raised stays in
the county where it is raised, and every dollar
makes a difference. Fahs said that people often
call to ask what the center’s needs are. While
she sometimes suggests staples such as tuna or
peanut butter, or therapy supplies such as can-
vases, paint and journals, she says she is always
open to ideas. Often, someone will call wanting
to donate the exact thing that has just been or
will soon be identified as a need for the cen-
ter’s families. “It is amazing how, if we’ve got
. a need in one of our families, it’s met — and
\ quickly,” Fahs smiled.

The center hosts several fundraising
events throughout the year. The larger ones
include the Daddy Daughter Dance

Freed-Hardeman’s 5K for the i

VA4l

\ ) P - - - - ’ -

‘.A‘ I

change Club-Carl Perkins Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse, at 195 Record Dr.
in Henderson. The Center is decorated in a variety of colors and textures, giving visi-
tors something new and interesting to see in every corner, as well as providing props
for the children to use in telling their story. Items such as those pictued here provide

{ on Church Ave. before moving into

whimsy and wonder during difficult days.

children, the wrestling event sponsored by
NEO and Dinner and Auction. Wrestling will be
March 14 this year with Dinner and Auction fol-
lowing the next day, March 15. Dinner and Auc-
tion will be held at First Methodist Church and
will feature a “Dancing with the Stars” theme.
Items are now being accepted for the auction
portion of the event, and may include any ser-
vices, products or experiences anyone would

like to donate. See the story in this week’s edi-

tion of the Independent for more infor-
mation on these upcoming events.

The Carl Perkins Center has been vot-
ed “Best Charity” in the Reader’s Choice
awards time and time again. “Thank you to
our amazing community for showing your
support to us each and every day,” Fahs said.
“We counld not do what we do without you!”

The Carl Perkins Center has been pro-
viding services in Chester County since
the mid-late 1980s, as one of the first
counties provided services by Madi-

Center operated from a spare room in
Southwest Human Resource Agency

most recent move was to Record Drive,
a location which offers a substantial
increase in space, storage and some
unexpected perks due to the privacy
of location.

One of the hardest things about sharing the
center’s needs and successes is related to pri-
vacy, according to Fahs. She said it is difficult
to tell the community what good is being done,
when only the briefest of details can be shared.
“Being able to see so many people do some-
thing they don’t have to do, for people they
don’t know that they might know, is amazing,”
she said.

Fahs began working at the local center

in 2007, spending some time in Hardeman
County as well and serving the last nine
years as director in Chester County. “It’s
been a really amazing 18 years. This is just
W\ a good county.”
While the work is challenging and
ya | can be heartbreaking, Fahs said that she
I\ is glad to be able to offer the services
| to the children and families who need
them. Each report increases
awareness, which decreas-
es the number of children
who will experience abuse
in the future. Prevention is key.
The center offers a safe place for
the children to heal and succeed.

“It’s been cool to see our families’
needs met; its been amazing to see how
. people have supported us to make sure
that we have what we need to be able
' to meet these families at the front door
and say ‘I’m so glad you’re here.””
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STEAKHOUSE
3 408 E. MAIN ST. | HENDERSON, TN
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VOTED BEST
NEWSPAPER ==

THANK YOU TO ALL
OF OUR READERS AND
'ADVERTISERS FOR
-~ YOUR CONTINUED

SUPPORT !

CHESTER
COUNTY (9‘

731 -989-4B R4 e o et
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oo\ VOTED BEST BUFFET, BEST HOME
(=22« COOKING, BEST FRIED CHICKEN &
f?“”W/' BEST WAITRESS: CHLOE JONES

M%m 7 ﬂllojom cudlomerd
/m youwr conlinued W@ﬂ

BRENDA'S KITCHEN

CZ%%%%Z&%(Sku»édggpfﬁZvﬁquQ&Lt

SHI HWY 45 N.
HENDERSON, TN 38340
73435141

Thank you for voting
Chasity Burns Best of the
Best Bank Executlve'

J ”2na4 A
Wl READER’S YN

CENTENNIAL
BANK

224 W Mam St | Henderson | (731) 989-4684
www.mycentennial.bank | Member FDIC

”;)“

We wuuld |I|(E tu thunk our cummunlty fur uII uf yuurz,\;a’,ggs;;;
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g—, VOTED BEST 4o\, Voted Best Building
@y 2024 REAL ESTATEFIRM | | ¥ -.oews§  Supplies/Lumber!

Thank you to those @\\g\\(@\\@ES b
who voted! It’s an N AWIARD Gy L
AWARDS honor serving the ) Betin e 4

Chester County e services!

! Bestie leston oy ||
community!

CRYE*LEIKE. ..A‘:-..SIMMO S
ELITE REALTORS LUMBER COMPANY

668 West Main St.

READER’S

CHOICE Thank you for this

expression of trust
in our products &

John Sweeney, Agent
Cell: 731-608-2589

Office: 731-435-1155 Henderson, TN
johndavidsweeney@gmail.com
www.johnsweeney.crye-leike.com 73 1-98 9-2 99 1

A

797/%3 VOTED BEST HOME DECOR
MARKET &

(STA* AREA RUGS | BEST NURSERY/GARDENING!
- FIREWORKS |
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VOTED BEST
sARTGn 5&2’@{7@?5’

ODEN'S ~
MARATHON READER’S W

375 Church St. ® Henderson, TN CHOICE

989-0032 AT

Beatin Gleston 4
American OQwned and Operated =
Thanrks to our great customers andeveryone who voted!
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VOTED BEST
MEDICAL CLINIC

We would like to
thank Chester
County for trusting
us with your

028 N

y 2,,\@@ - healthcare needs!
e OICE. It’s an honor serving

AWARDS this community!
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VOATED BEST
WRELKER SERVICE!

» lll WAY

THANKS
Ta
ALL
WHO

VAOTED.
WE
ARE

9 WRECKER SERVICE

SERVE 5593 5. Church 5t. | Hendersan, TN 38340

uur 7 31-989-5775

Y A
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(;\”\©\\CE
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COMMUNITY.

THE TIRE SHOP

VOTED BEST TIRE STORE

Thank you te eur loyal
~ customers and those
who veted!

By 2024

-l READER’S
‘Al CHoicE

AWARDS

« New & Used Tires
e Oil Changes/Brakes
e Batteries/Wipers

731-989-3844

S88 HWY 4S5 N.|Henderson, TN 38340

BEST aAmuacs s y
& BEST SANDWICHES

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK

OUR CUSTOMERS FOR THE
CONTINUED SUPPORT! WE
ARE HONORED TO SERVE

CDDPERTIRES

THE CHESTER COUN‘I’V




Chester County Independent * Thursday, February 20, 2025

Page 13

VOTED BEST
HEATING/AIR
BUSINESS!

THANK YOU TO CUR COMMUNITY!

MIKE LECORNU HEATING AND AIR
"Trwr Homelrun }&ﬂx/&r Sénce 7285
731-989-5256 | Henderson, TN 38340
Email: mikelecornu@bellsouth.net
www.americanstandardair.com

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

#2020 N

Voted Best N\
MQchan FOOd W croice

AWARDS
<

We want to thank the Chester County
community for voting us the best!

(|l Rancitlo’s
ResTAurRANT

AVA AVL AVL AVL AV ANV,

361 E. Main St. | Henderson, TN 38340
731-989-5159 .
“Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”

Thank you
for selecting
us as Best
Insurance
Agency! It is
an honor to
serve this
community’!

VOTED BEST DENTAL CLINIC &
BEST DENTISTS: ALEXANDER
& SARA KNOELL

It’s an honor to receive this
/ recognition. We’re proud to
serve this community!

Knoell Family Dentistry

136 S. Washington Ave.
Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00
Some Saturday Appointments Available
Dr. Sara Knoell Dr. Alex Knoell

731-435-1253

FRIENDLY, COMFORTABLE DENTAL CARE
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VOTED BEST PHARMACIST

ROBERT SPAIN

g 2024
-l rEADER'S |
W eHoice
W\ AWARDS

THANK
YOU
TO THE
CHESTER
. COUNTY

SUITED

hecomerstonspharmacy.com COMMUNITYY
www.thecornerstonepharmacy.com

Voted Best Nursing AT
Home/Rehab Center & Best | Wy
Physical Therapist: Vicki Stout  pihtlly =<y

HENDERSON

REHABILITATION ((o. |
CENTER &\%

12 s
Juam'ta Drive Hen ers?

We want to thank our community for voting us the best!
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101 East Main Street 425 East Main Street
731-989-2161 731-989-5109

www.FirstBankOnline.com

VOTED BEST BANK & BEST
BANK TELLER-KIM PHELPS

Thawnks to the Chester Counfy
Communify for minkény of Us!

I"’?E?A\E;QS SPA T | Q U E
e VOTED BEST MANI/PEDI, BEST

AWARDS

| g GIFT SHOP & BEST CLOTHING

Thank you to our
amazing customers
& clients for votin
for SCS! We work g@ts
hard to be the best W™
& we thank you for T

'ecoﬂgmgy}’s in
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. VOTED BEST PHARMACY
‘ & BEST VITAMIN &"

SUPPLEMENT BUSINESS

Thank you to our friends for the vote of
confidence. It is OUR pleasure to serve you!

Gity Drug Store
PO. Box 224
118 East Main Street
Henderson, TN 38340

stor64@bellsouth.net
H ea lt h M T

131-989-2106 CHARMASY, e
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