
Look up in downtown Buffalo

By Joy Beamer
joyb@buffaloreflex.com

T
he Lofts on Maple 
are open for rent 
to experience a 
get-a-way close to 
home or accom-

modate the wedding venues’ 
guests, tourists, friends or 
family. 

Thomas and Kelli Mathews 
bought the old Maple Street 
Grill property in August 
2021 and wrapped up reno-
vations on the first two lofts 
in February 2022. The long 
climb to the second floor 
leads to beautiful spaces 
accommodating four people 
each. Vacationers can rent 
the lofts together or sepa-
rately.

Reviewers are comment-
ing, including the following:

This is the absolute best 
place to stay! The unit is 
beautiful! Bed and pillows 
are soft and comfortable. 
If you want somewhere 
quiet… this is it! I stayed 
during the winter storm, 
my car got plowed in, the 
owners were extremely 
helpful and shoveled my 
car out. You don’t get that 
from just anyone. The 
snacks were perfect after a 
long day at work. I highly 
recommend here, and will 
be staying in the future!
Christy
February 2022

My husband and I loved 
our stay at the Lofts on 
Maple (unit 1)! It is beau-
tifully decorated and has 
everything you could need 
for a night’s stay. There 
was even a couple of dif-
ferent breakfast options for 
us in the morning along 
with some other snacks 
and water in the fridge! 
All of our communication 
with Kelli and Thomas was 
polite and effective. Would 
highly recommended for 
anyone staying in Buffalo!
Elizabeth
December 2021

The couple and volunteer 
family and friends helped in 
the renovation work. After 
several months of clean-up, 
restoration and interior de-
sign, the space is shaping up. 
The rental studios will leave 
a good impression on all who 
visit Buffalo. The Mathews 
did most of the work them-
selves and hired profession-
als for electrical and plumb-
ing.

The couple wants to shop 
locally as much as possible. 
Joe’s Hardware was vital in 
keeping them stocked with 
items they needed for the 
renovation. Kelli said they 
would send a photo of what 
they required to fit and that 
Joe’s would have it ready. 
Even the paint supply short-
age was not a problem be-
cause Joe’s kept stocked with 
all their needed supplies. 

Sweaney Refrigeration cus-
tom-built vents to appear like 
the original ductwork in the 
exposed ceilings.

The words slat and plaster 

make most people cringe. 
The volunteer work crews 
dealt with cleaning up and 
repairing any damaged walls 
working around the ole’ slat 
plaster nightmare.

They wanted a pull-out 
couch in the first suite to 
accommodate two more vis-
itors. A short walk across 
the street to Chapman’s Fur-
niture enabled them to shop 
local and Chapman’s deliver. 
Delivery of large items is 
no small task. If anyone has 
moved a sofa sleeper, know-

ing the extreme weight and 
awkwardness of moving is 
exasperating even for the 
strong and young. Yet, Chap-
man’s came through and car-
ried the couch up the steep, 
long staircase up to the lofts.

The couple rents the spaces 
on Airbnb with a clear warn-
ing that accessibility is lim-
ited because of the stairs and 
there is no elevator. Howev-
er, the unique climb lends 
itself to the feeling you’ve 
entered an enchanted get-a-
way from the hustle and bus-

tle of life.
As they finished the second 

room, they needed another 
couch. So, yet again, Chap-
man’s hoisted up the second 
couch to finish the second 
room. That’s hard-core shop-
ping local and service. 

Both spaces have a queen-
size bed and the sofa sleep-
ers accommodate four peo-
ple. Children are welcomed, 
too. Each room has a large 
television and WiFi with Net-
flix. In addition, each space 
has a kitchenette providing a 

Keurig, microwave, mini-re-
frigerator with coffee, tea 
and snacks. Each suite is 
self-contained and secure 
or a family can rent both 
spaces. Entry to the units is 
keyless.

The first studio is an open 
floor plan decorated in black 
and white. The stark con-
trast of the black and white 
against the original brick 
walls and exposed ceilings 
gives an industrial flair to 

of Dallas County friends and neighbors

A special edition to the

The owners pulled down old ceilings and have exposed the rafters 
for an industrial motif.  REFLEX PHOTOS BY JOY BEAMERApril 6, 2022

to find vacation rental lofts

The Buffalo Missouri mural is a unique touch added to the second suite. Rooms can be rented by the hour 
for professional photographers and many graduating seniors are adding this wall to their collection.

See LOFTS, Page 2

The Lofts on Maple
417-733-4238
www.airbnb.com
(Search The Lofts on Maple)

It took four strong men to move this bank door 
into position. The door was found when renovat-
ing, which led to the original bank building next 
door, now OakStar Bank.

The decor is black and white against the industrial backdrop of original brick and 
exposed framed ceiling. The queen-size bed and pull-out couch accommodate four 
guests.
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the space. Many doors have 
the original crank window 
above the doors for fresh 
air and circulation. A mural 
is painted on the south wall 
brick that reads BUFFA-
LO, MISSOURI. The words 
appear as if painted on the 
walls in the past, lending a 
historical feel to the space.

Original baseboards and 
fixtures are used when pos-
sible. The owners considered 
updates and renovations 
carefully at each planning 
stage.

The second studio is pastel 
pink and white creating a 
light and airy feel. They dis-
covered the room was initial-
ly pink and wanted to keep 
the original theme. Many of 
the fixtures in this room are 
original. 

The bathroom boasts a 
huge tub for soaking and 
restoring the soul. The glass 
block window allows the 
morning light to drift in and 
makes a relaxing space for a 
morning bubble bath. 

The third space will be 
renovated next and will hold 
eight overnight guests. The 
larger area is more like an 
apartment. Although it is 
now covered in dust and 
work is in progress, it is easy 
to imagine the kitchen and 
living space and the bed-
rooms fitting in with the rest 
of The Lofts on Maple.

Many want to know what is 
going in on the bottom floor. 
Easy answer: The Mathews 
don’t know yet. They don’t 
want to act hastily and want 
to plan something that would 
enhance the downtown and 
be profitable.

Kelli tells us that she has 
some bookings into Novem-
ber 2022 and receives inqui-
ries frequently. They’ve been 
open a month and believe 
they’ve found their niche. 

While Thomas works at 
Walmart and BOSS Detail-
ing, Kelli is a stay-at-home-
mom with five children aged 
three to 21. The lofts and the 
renovations are a family af-
fair. They all work together 
and spend many nights above 
the downtown square. All 
the children love the project, 
help with the work and are 
excited about the business.

The couple loves to rent 
spaces like The Lofts on Ma-
ple as they vacation. So when 
she saw that the building 
was for sale, they fell in love 
with the building and started 
to plan on making a dream 
come true. They thought the 
space above the old restau-
rant would make for a unique 
vacation experience in rural 
Missouri. With a shortage of 
hotel space for the wedding 
industry in Buffalo, they felt 
clients would naturally seek 
an Airbnb property. 

The spaces can be used for 
bridal showers, the weekend 
for wedding parties, over-
night stays, or a romantic 
get-a-way for couples. Pho-
tographers rent the area by 
the hour because the decor 
and original walls lend 
themselves to unique photos. 
Regional photographers rent 
out the space for photoshoots. 

The tub has been used for 
boudoir shots for brides to 
their fiancee. Baby photos 
and senior photographs have 
been taken in the lofts too.

Studio rentals are avail-
able during the day when the 
rooms are not rented out. To 
book, call 417-733-4238 or 
message the owners on Face-
book.

Kelli’s favorite part is 
making the bookings and 
working with the clients. She 
has the gift of hospitality and 
is a natural encourager. She 
might have been an interior 
designer if she had not been 
a home school mother. Kelli 
has an excellent eye for de-
tails and impactful spaces.

When she saw the bold sky-
light in the upstairs of the 
building, she claimed that 
space for her office immedi-
ately. The skylight brightens 
the room even on a cloudy 
day. There is no light fixture 
added in her office.

The next project is to fin-
ish the outside. They painted 
the awning copper last fall 
and planned to finish paint-
ing and clean up the alley 
behind the property. After 
that, the outside of the build-
ing will look fresh and match 
the splendor of the studios 
above.

Later in the year, the cou-
ple plans to host an open 
house so that local people 
can view the real estate. 
They are happy to show the 
lofts to anyone who wants 
to see them. Anyone can in-
quire by sending a note on 
Facebook Messenger or by 
calling 417-733-4238.

LOFTS 
Continued from Page 1

Suite 1 offers a huge tub with a unique faucet having a shower spray attached. The relaxation from a soak in a luxury tub is a great way to 
celebrate a vacation. REFLEX PHOTOS BY JOY BEAMER

The light from the tall windows only enhances the original fixtures and molding to Suite 1. They 
found the pink walls and wanted to keep them close to the original. The owners matched the paint 
and accessories to the actual color when the renovation started.

The queen bed and pull-out couch will accommodate up to four guests.

Any questions call Rick Wright at 417-733-2693 or Richard Beavers at 903-277-2786

Name ___________________________________
Address: _________________________________
Phone: __________________________________

Bricks can have three lines of 17 characters each. Please 
complete as you would like the brick inscribed. One character 
per block, spaces, periods, dashes, etc., count as a character.

Line 1: Veteran’s Name

Line 2: Title/branch of service

Line 3: Conflict/years of 
             service

RT EN I  R   H RK CF    SA VS EO  Y BO DU A

Bricks for the Veterans Memorial Wall
Buffalo Downtown Association

The wall is on the south side of the courthouse lawn. Bricks Cost = $30 each
Any honorably discharged veteran may have a brick on the wall.

In Memory or In Honor
Please complete application and return to Katrina’s Flowers. Mailing address: PO Box 528, Buffalo, MO 65622 

Make check payable to Buffalo Downtown Association.
Because of the Privacy Act, it is up to the family to provide a copy of the Veteran’s DD214 at time of order. No bricks can be ordered 

without verification of the DD214. Pick up forms at: Katrina’s and Nimmo Insurance.

Now taking 
new orders. 
Deadline is 
August 5.

646105cb
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Put our 
expertise 
to work 
for you.

COME BY, CALL, OR MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT TODAY.
314 S HICKORY
Across from D A Mallory Elem
BUFFALO, MO 65622
417-345-2226

When it comes to taxes, Block 
has your back. And that means 
getting you every credit and 
deduction you deserve.

By Neva O. Crane
(Excerpt from ”A Concise History 

of South Benton Township by Thelma 
“Tess” Kurtz)

L
ong before the white ex-
plorers and trappers dis-
covered the Ozarks, there 
were roving tribes of 
Indians fishing the clear 

sparkling streams, hunting the wood-
ed hills for wild game and waterfowl, 
and camping in villages or caves 
along the Niangua and Osage Rivers.

According to Otto E. Rayborn, his-
torian, there were 15 different tribes 
living in the Ozarks during the peri-
od between 1541 and 1831. Two of the 
tribes were called legal landowners.

The Osage, who claimed ownership 
of all the Ozarks between the Missou-
ri River on the north and the Arkan-
sas River on the south, and the Cher-
okees who claimed all the south-
ern Ozarks from the Arkansas 
River on the north to the Gulf 
of Mexico and eastward to the 
Carolinas and Georgia.

The Cherokees were forc-
ibly removed from their 
eastern claims and the Trail 
of Tears crossed our area in 
1838. According to the “Her-
itage of the Cherokee” by 
Mark Miller, the trail ended 
at a sheltered valley near 
the Illinois River at what is 
now Tahlequah, Okla., where 
they have reconstructed a 17th cen-
tury village called Tsa La Gi (Trail 
of Tears).They were escorted by 
Federal troops armed with guns and 

bayonets while their belongings were 
hauled by government-employed wag-
on masters.

Their belongings were lost, stolen 
or discarded along the way. Hun-
dreds died along the trail, but there 
were no accounts of conflict between 
Indians and settlers along the way. 
It is interesting to note the Yunger 

River (now known as Niangua) was 
referred to by the Cherokees as 

Ne-on-guah which translates to 
mean “I won’t go.”

The Osage Indians were 
described by early set-

tlers as the tallest of all 
the Indians, between 
six and seven feet. They 
were handsome, fearless, 
athletic and very proud. 
This description would fit 
the Osage chieftain who, 

dressed in tribal regalia, 
attended the dedication of 

the Ha Ha Tonka State Park on June 
10, 1979. He made a speech at that 
time and said, “The land you dedicate 
today is Osage land. It was purchased 

from a country having no right to sell 
it (France) which had taken it from 
a country having no right to give it 
(Spain), and no treaty nor sale had 
ever been made with the rightful 
owners, the Osage.”

According to Dr. Clark Chapman 
in his book “Indian and Archaeolo-
gy of Missouri,” there were three 
tribes of the Osage Nation living 
along the Niangua and Osage 
Rivers (1803). They were: The 
Great Osage (500 warriors), the 
Little Osage (250 warriors), 
and the Arkansas band (600 
warriors) led by Chief Big 
Foot and ranging into Arkan-
sas. These Indians lived in 
villages, farmed land and 
were less warlike than many 
others.

Many artifacts have been plowed 
up where Indian villages once stood 
and crops were planted. Indian 
names still identify rivers, parks, 
maps, townsites and areas.

Many Indian Customs continued 
after the Indians were gone, such 

as marking a trail or a sign pointing 
toward water or salt or herbs. A sign 
would be a thing of nature with no 

words, such as the “water-tree” 
also called “thong tree” because 
of the way it was made. The ba-
sic steps were to force a forked 
limb into splint in a young sap-
ling and force it to bend in the 
desired direction. A thong-
tree took several years to 
make.

Even though the Osage In-
dians vacated the land, they 
left many traces of their 
occupation. Thousands of 
fine arrowheads of every 
shape and size have been 
found along streams, in 
caves, in sinks, and in 
sheltered places where 

tribes wintered while they repaired or 
made new tools. 

Today after countless scout groups, 
school groups, conservationists, vis-
itors hiking along trails and over a 
century and a half has passed, there 
are still arrowheads to be found.

Early Dallas County residents
were people of the Osage tribe

Do you know where this picture was taken? If so, call the Buffalo Reflex office at 
417-345-2224 or email news@buffaloreflex.com to correctly “Mark the Spot.” In 
next week’s paper, the names of those who correctly guess will be featured. The 
weekly deadline to guess is 11 a.m. Monday.  PHOTO COURTESY OF RICK ROSE

DEADLINE: 11 A.M. MONDAY

Complete Automotive Machine Shop
1235 RECYCLE Drive, Buffalo 

(417) 345-8532

D I S C O V E R I N G   D A L L A S   C O U N T Y
SP   T

THEMark Mark

Do you know where this is? 
Call 417-345-2224 

to guess or email joyb@buffaloreflex.com

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

EAGLE  
MACHINE

63
87
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ma
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CARWASH
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Proud To Be Part Of Dallas County!
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OCHC Urbana Medical/Behavioral Health Office
OCHC offers a full-service medical clinic in Urbana, MO.

Find Us at 406 S. Dallas, Urbana, MO 65767.
Phone: 417-993-1002 • Fax: 417-993-1006 64

39
13
ch

Services At The OCHC Urbana 
Medical Clinic Include:

Diagnosing And Treating Illness
Minor Procedures

Routine Physical Exams
Laboratory Services

Immunizations
X-Rays

Behavioral Health Counseling

Spring 
is Here!

Your Downtown Florist Since 2001

345-4671
1 block south of square  

209 S. Maple, Buffalo

60
76

14
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Dallas County census stats
Dallas County has 540.8 

square miles of land area 
and is the seventieth largest 
county in  Missouri  by 
total area. 

Dallas County is bordered 
by  Webster County, 
Missouri,  Greene County, 
Missouri, Camden County, 
Missouri,  Laclede County, 
Missouri,  Polk County, 
Missouri and  Hickory 
County, Missouri.

Total Population
17,071

Median Household Income
$43,542

Bachelor’s 
Degree or Higher

12.9%

Employment Rate
47.6%

Total Housing Units
7,588

Total Households
6,209

Without Health 
Care Coverage

15.7%

Total Employer 
Establishments

293

Median Age in Missouri
44.0

Veterans 
11.3% 

Median Household Income
$43,542 

Race and Ethnicity
American Indian and 

Alaska Native, 100
Asian, 25
Black or African 

American, 46
Hispanic or Latino, 320
Native Hawaiian and 

Pacific Islander, 19
White alone, 15,696
Some Other Race 

alone, 104
Two or More Races, 934

School Enrollment K to 12 
80.2 percent

Education
Bachelor’s Degree or 

Higher, 12.9 percent
High School or equivalent 

degree, 44.5 percent
Some college, no degree, 

21.3 percent.
Associate’s degree, 

4.7 percent.
Bachelor’s degree, 

7.0 percent.
Graduate or professional 

degree, 5.9 percent.

Employment
Employee of private 

compa ny workers , 
64.1 percent.

Self-employed in own 
incorporated business 
workers, 4.0 percent.

Private not-for-profit 
wage and salary workers, 
10.3 percent.

Local, state, and federal 
government workers, 
9.4 percent.

Self-employed in own 
not incorporated business 
workers and unpaid family 
workers, 12.1 percent.

Commuting
Average travel time to 

work, 30.2 minutes
Drove alone, 80.5 percent.
Carpool, 9.2 percent.
Public transportation, 

0.2 percent.
Walked, 1.6 percent.
Other means, 3.1 percent.
Worked at home, 

5.3 percent.

Employment Sectors
Agriculture, Forestry, 

Fishing and Hunting, and 
Mining, 4.2 percent.

Construction, 8.4 percent.
M a n u f a c t u r i n g , 

13.5 percent. 
Wholesale Trade, 

1.8 percent.
Retail Trade, 13.8 percent.

Transportation and 
warehousing, and utilities, 
11.0 percent.

Information, 0.2 percent.
Finance and insurance, 

and real estate and rental 
and leasing, 4.9 percent.

Professional, scientific, 
and management, and 
administrative and waste 
management services, 
8.1 percent.

Educational services, 
and health care and social 
assistance, 19.9 percent.

Arts, entertainment, 
and recreation, and 
accommodation and food 
services, 6.4 percent.

Other services, except 
public administration, 
4.6 percent.

Public administration, 
3.2 percent.

Workforce
Male, 43.1 percent.
Female, 37.4 percent.

Housing
Median Gross Rent
$724

Housing Units
7,588

Bedrooms in Occupied 
Housing Units

No Bedroom, 0.4 percent.
1 Bedroom, 8.1 percent.

2 or 3 Bedrooms, 
72.6 percent.

4 or More Bedrooms, 
19.0 percent.

Disabled Population
24.0 percent
Hearing difficulty, 

7.5 percent.
Vision d ifficulty, 

5.0 percent.
Cognitive difficulty, 

10.2 percent.
Ambulatory difficulty, 

14.3 percent.
Self-care difficulty, 

4.7 percent.
Independent living 

difficulty, 10.5 percent.

Average Family Size
3.29
Married-couple family 

household, 54.5 percent.
Male householder, no 

spouse present, family 
household, 18.1 percent.

Female householder, no 
spouse present, family 
household, 22.7 percent.

Now Married (except 
separated), 53.7 percent.

Widowed, 7.6 percent.
Divorced, 17.3 percent.
Separated, 1.2 percent.
Neve r  M a r r i e d , 

20.2 percent.
DATA FROM U.S. CENSUS

Key Takeaways 
From 2020 
Census 
Information

• As of 2020 the region’s 
population increased 
by 5.2% since 2015, 
growing by 857.

• From 2015 to 2020, 
jobs increased by 3.7% 
in Dallas County, MO 
from 3,208 to 3,326. This 
change outpaced the 
national growth rate of 
0.0% by 3.7%.

• As the number of 
jobs increased, the labor 
force participation rate 
decreased from 70.2% 
to 69.3% between 
2015 and 2020.

• Concerning educational 
attainment, 6.6% of Dallas 
County, MO residents 
possess a Bachelor’s 
Degree (13.4% below the 
national average), and 
4.6% hold an Associate’s 
Degree (4.0% below the 
national average).

• The top three industries 
in 2020 are Education 
and Hospitals (Local 
Government), Restaurants 
and Other Eating Places, 
and Local Government, 
Excluding Education and 
Hospitals.
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Looking for Storytellers! If you like to tell stories 
we are looking for you! We would like to have 
storytellers sharing some of the colorful portions 
of Buffalo's past. Contact Carrie @

 417-414-3003

Buffalo Art 
Walk and 
Craft Fair

May 7, 2022
Showcasing regional artists, crafters, food.

Theme for the May 7, 2022 Art Walk & Craft Fair! 
#showmebuffalomo
Focus on all things good about Buffalo. 
Celebrate our history, our community and all 
things Buffalo, MO. 

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
Find an application to show or sell handcrafted 
items:
https://form.jotform.com/211235504451040

For information contact:
(417) 414-3003 • buffalomoartwalk@gmail.com
Sponsored by the Buffalo Downtown 
Association

646096cb

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Midway between 
south and southeast
 4. Celebrations
 9. Pulpits
14. Pin
15. Rare laughing
16. Parts of the circula-
tory system
17. Financial term
18. Pearl Jam frontman
20. Cores of vascular 
plants
22. Strong sharp smell 
or taste
23. City in S. Korea
24. One from Damascus
28. Short message at the 
end of an email
29. It cools your home
30. Towards the mouth 
or oral region
31. Intestinal pouches
33. Boys and men
37. The 12th letter of the 
Greek alphabet
38. Former CIA
39. A way to arrange
41. Body cavity
42. The Great Lake State
43. A type of seal
44. Stop for a moment
46. Ancient kingdom
49. Of I
50. White clerical 
vestment
51. Songs to a lover
55. Prices
58. Sun-dried brick
59. Where to park a boat
60. One who values 

reason and knowledge
64. Partner to feather
65. Sailboats
66. Actress Zellweger
67. Type of screen
68. Country singer 
Haggard
69. Puts together in time
70. When you hope to 
arrive

CLUES DOWN
 1. An involuntary mus-
cular contraction
 2. PA transit system
 3. Leaves a place
 4. Sweet greenish fruit
 5. Lends support to
 6. Chap
 7. Singer Di Franco
 8. Water at boiling 
temperature diffused in 
the atmosphere
 9. Asserts to be the 
case
10. Doctor (Spanish)
11. Auction attendee
12. Characterized by 
unity
13. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
19. Way to analyze video 
(abbr.)
21. Nonclerical
24. Tree resin
25. The academic world
26. Khoikhoi peoples
27. Infer from data
31. Arrives
32. Apart
34. Takes on cargo

35. Beloved 
Hollywood 
alien
36. Takes 
apart
40. Dorm 
official
41. Secondary 
or explanatory 
descriptor
45. Relating 
to wings
47. Speaker
48. Situated in 
the middle
52. Loop with a running 
knot
53. Alaska nursing group 
(abbr.)
54. Beloveds
56. Establish by law or 
with authority
57. Border river between 

India and Nepal
59. Millisecond
60. Revolutions per 
minute
61. They __
62. ESPN broadcaster 
Bob
63. A place to stay

646098hb

645512cb

Free Rabies Vaccination Clinic 
coming in June

In June, Chris Twitchel, Buffalo police 
chief, is planning a free rabies vaccination 
clinic and microchip event for animals. 

In Buffalo, animals must register with 
the city during June each year. The vac-
cination clinic will make registration 
easy during the four-hour program. In 
addition, free vaccines will be offered to 
animals and microchipping to help pro-
mote responsible pet ownership. 

Twitchel wants to provide everything 
he can to give people the opportunity to 
take care of their animals. He has started 

lining up donations and the program costs 
will not be the city’s responsibility. 

Currently, there is an animal nuisance 
in the city with stray animals in almost 
every neighborhood and owners who are 
not taking care of the animals; after the 
first warning to the pet owner, tickets for 
ordinance violations are written to control 
strays. Steps are underway to control 
the problem.

More details will follow in the news-
paper from Twitchel as the event 
draws nearer. 

The first ‘Coffee with the Cop’ 
is from 8 to 10 a.m., April 13, at 
Expresso No. 825 for a meet and 
greet. Police Chief Chris Twitchel 
will buy you a coffee and listen to 
your concerns. 

The plan is to rotate the meet 
and greet coffee time at other 
restaurants and get to know all 
business owners. He wants a com-
munity-driven police department 
to find out where the department’s 
failings exist and when they are 
succeeding. He is looking to build 
community trust and be mindful 
of improving the department and 
being a progressive department. 

The public is invited for these 
discussions.

Coffee with a Cop serves  Coffee with a Cop serves  
up hot coffee on April 13up hot coffee on April 13
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Tracy Strickland
Strickland Insurance Agency LLC
Woods Shopping Center • Buffalo
Office 417-345-2608
Fax 417-345-7001
Cell 417-840-2867

643290ef566854b

Donut Race
String donuts, enough for one for each player, on 

a long rope and attach between two trees or two 
people holding the ends. The competitors’ race to 
see who can eat and swallow their donut first. Even 
if a person loses, they still win a donut.

Pillowcase Races
Try a pillowcase instead because households 

may not have potato sacks to play a favorite family 
game. Also, Easter egg hunt races can use up energy 
from all the candy the children will find hidden in 
the eggs.

Easter Egg Walk
Instead of the walking race with an egg on a 

spoon, try a plastic plate instead and watch the 
race get wild.

Rain, Rain, Go Away
Buy disposable shower caps and cheap shaving 

cream. Pair contestants up. Then, one will wear the 
shower cap and apply shaving cream all over their 
head. Next, separate the pairs giving the uncapped 
player a bowl of popcorn or Cheetos and toss on 
the cap of shaving cream. The one with the most 
on the cap wins.

Easter Egg Skyscrapers
After the egg hunt is over, opened and treats eat-

en, have a race to see which child can stack the half 
shells on top of each other to the highest point before 
it falls over. You may want to set a time on this one.

New books at the library
Fiction

“Gwendy’s Final Task” 
by Stephen King. When 
Gwendy Peterson was 
twelve, a mysteri-
ous stranger named 
Richard Farris gave 
her a mysterious 
box for safekeeping. 
It offered treats and 
vintage coins, but it was 
dangerous. Pushing any of 
its seven colored buttons promised death and de-
struction. Years later, she’s a successful novelist 
and a rising political star and evil forces seek to 
possess the button box.

“Along the Rio Grande” by Tracy Peterson. 
Recently widowed Susanna Jenkins has decided 
to follow her family to San Marcial, New Mexico, 
for a fresh start and to aid in her family’s sudden 
change in fortune. They are tasked with managing 
her uncle’s new Grand Hotel, and it takes all her 
patience to try to help her

parents see the good of their circumstances and 
relinquish their sense of entitlement.

“Woman on Fire” by Lisa Barr. After talking 
her way into a job with Dan Mansfield, the leading 
investigative reporter in Chicago, rising young 
journalist Jules Roth is given an unusual—and 
very secret—assignment. To locate Ernst Engel’s 
famous work, “Woman of Fire” that was stolen by 
Nazis years earlier. World-renowned shoe designer 
Ellis Baum wants this portrait of a beautiful, mys-
terious woman for deeply personal reasons, and 
has enlisted Dan’s help to find it. But Jules doesn’t 
have much time; the famous designer is dying.

“The Darkest Place” by Phillip Margolin. Robin 
Lockwood is an increasingly prominent defense at-
torney in the Portland community. A Yale graduate 
and former MMA fighter, she’s becoming known 
for her string of innovative and successful defense 
strategies. As a favor to a judge, Robin takes on 
the pro bono defense of a reprehensible defendant 
charged with even more reprehensible crimes. But 
what she doesn’t know—what she can’t know—is 
how this one decision, this one case, will wreak 
complete devastation on her life and plans.

For a complete list of books go to our online cat-
alog at dallascountylibrary.missouri.org.

Easter Easter 
Family Family 
GamesGames
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MID MISSOURI 
STOCKYARDS

Barn: 417-532-9292  
17505 Route 66, Exit 123 off I-44Phillipsburg, MO 65722 

FOR FARM VISITS, MARKET UPDATES, OR TRUCKING CALL
Zach Cox 417-777-1320  

or Dan Romine at 573-578-4939.

We’re Here For Your Livestock Needs

Competitive Buyers! Competitive Commission! Competitive Market!
SALE EVERY THURSDAY AT 11AM

60
47
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s

www.midmostockyards.com 

I 
wish I had a nickel for ev-
ery time I heard a Dallas 
Countian say, “There’s 
nuthin’ to do here.” I call 
it -- ‘BULL.’

While Buffalo does not offer 
as much as a large Missouri 
city, there is a significant event 
or program every month on the 
calendar. By following along 
with the news in the Buffalo 
Reflex, we cover and announce 
most of the events. Dallas 
County offers much more than 
it did a decade ago.

There is a cooperative spirit 
among the businesses, city and 
county government and the 
school. This spirit is a substan-
tial motivator to the community 
pulling together to try new 
things, opening new companies 
and instilling community pride.

Let’s look at how citizens can 
attend, be involved as a partici-
pant or become a leader.

Events
• The Buffalo Downtown As-

sociation sponsors the annual 
Buffalo Art Walk and Craft 
Fair, free and open to the pub-
lic, on May 7. Artists and craft-
ers can participate for a small 
fee for a booth space.

• The Mom Prom is a fund-
raiser that raises funds for 
school supplies for the Dallas 
County R-1 students. The Beau 
Fournier Memorial Fund pro-
vides every student’s school 
supply needs.

• The Dallas County Fair 
happens yearly at the end of 

June. There are several days of 
opportunities for the agricul-
ture families to shine as chil-
dren show their animals and 
compete for the top listing.

• The Louisburg Picnic, also 
known as The Old Settler’s 
Reunion, enjoys a big crowd 
every year. Attendees world-
wide come home to enjoy fish 
sandwiches and old-fashioned 
carnival.

• Old Home Place Concert 
Series offers up well-known 
coffee house/folk singers in a 
live performance at Maple and 
Main coffee house each month.

• SWMO Celtic Festival is 
one of the region’s best Celtic 
festivals and Highland Game 
events held each September.

• Hillbilly and Hot Rods have 
been a weekend on the square 
throwback event. Eagle Ma-
chine organizes the event sev-
eral times throughout the warm 
season and car enthusiasts at-
tend from across the region.

• HarFest is a new fall event 
that celebrates Dallas County’s 
people and heritage sponsored 
by New Hope Baptist Church.

• The Dallas County Alum-
ni holds the Dallas County 
pageants for all ages of young 
women and sponsors class re-
unions each year.

• Holiday Open Houses is an 
event that happens the first Fri-
day of Nov. to kick off holiday 
shopping and shop local first.

• The Christmas Parade 
sponsored by the Buffalo Area 
Chamber of Commerce brings 

the community together to cele-
brate the holiday season. 

• Urbana also assembles a 
Christmas parade and various 
community events.

• There are year around 
sporting events to watch at all 
area schools.

Recreation
How many rural towns can 

claim an ax-throwing venue, 
Axtreme? Buffalo Bowl has 
leagues and open bowl. In addi-
tion, student sporting leagues 
are organized by the YMCA, 
city and private clubs through-
out the year. 

The YMCA and Iron Knights 
Gym offers exercise classes 
and equipment to strengthen 
and improve health. In addition, 
the walking trails, swimming 
pool, multiple playgrounds for 
children, frisbee golf, a pick-
le-ball court, skateboard park 
and ball fields are available to 
keep the family busy all the 
time.

Agriculture enthusiasts enjoy 
the Kropf Feed toy museum 
inside the feed store featuring 
tractors and farm implements, 
all brands—most years.

Those who like a slower pace 
can use Dallas County Library 
and read and research their in-
terests. Genealogists can go to 
the Buffalo Head Prairie His-
torical Park and use the library 
for family research.

Shopping
Boutiques, collectives, flea 

markets, Amish/Mennonite re-
tail stores, agriculture stores, 
various styles of restaurants, 
grocery and discount stores 
make it hard to need to go out 
of town for general shopping.

The wedding industry is 
booming in Buffalo, with multi-
ple venues to accommodate all 
sizes of weddings and similar 
events. AirBnB’s are popping 
up also to enhance accommoda-
tions for this wedding industry 
growth. With plush accommo-
dations, there is more reason 
to invite friends and family to 
experience rural life in Dallas 
County.

Organizations
The school offers a club or 

sport for every interest. Teen-
agers have no excuse to be 
bored with the wide variety of 
sponsored clubs.

Adults have the opportunity 
to join many civic organiza-
tions, including the Buffalo 
Garden Club, Kiwanis, Rotary, 

DIVAS, Buffalo Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Buffalo Down-
town Association, Habitat for 
Humanity, Buffalo and Urbana 
Saddle Clubs, Dallas County 
Cattlemen, Long Lane and 
Louisburg Lions Clubs, Dallas 
County Shriners, Sheriff’s pos-
se, Gideon Camp and the Dallas 
County Historical Society, 

Volunteer opportunities 
abound, from reading to ele-
mentary students at school to 
working at New to You Resale 
Shop or the Engles Resale Shop.

The Montgomery Senior 
Center serves meals during 
the week and prepares the food 
for Meals on Wheels. In addi-
tion, a variety of activities are 
planned each week and special 
occasion events for seniors.

Veterans can participate in 
several organizations, including 
the DAV, VFW, American Le-
gion and AMVETS. In addition, 
each year, the town honors the 
veterans with a parade and the 
schools hold special assemblies.

Churches are established 
throughout the county in al-
most every denomination. 
Many churches have the doors 
open throughout the week 
serving their community and 
worship.

Yep, there is nuthin’ to do in 
Dallas County—if nuthin’ means 
everything under the sun.

Joy Beamer is senior staff at the 
Buffalo Reflex. Her column appears 
every week in the Buffalo Reflex on 

the commentary page.

JOY BEAMER
SENIOR STAFF

EnJOYable  JOURNEY

Nuthin’ to do! — I beg your pardon.

I 
thought I would 
write this column 
to welcome and 
inform any new 
readers that re-

ceived this partial copy 
of the Reflex in your 
mailbox and to remind 
our subscribers and 
weekly readers that we 
strive to make your com-
munity newspaper some-
thing you appreciate and 
look forward to weekly, 

One long time sub-
scriber once told me 
that she always went to 
her mailbox on Wednes-
days to get her copy of 
the Reflex, even in the 
snow and rain. Other 
mail on other inclement 
days could wait until 
the weather cleared up, 
but not on Wednesdays. 
We love to hear such 
positive comments, 
but we also welcome 
criticism.  That is an in-
dication that there are 
things we can improve 
on.

Another subscriber 
told us that she reads 
“every word” from the 
front of the newspaper 
to the last page except 
the sports section. And 
then I know readers 

who get the paper for 
their favorite part — 
you guessed it — the 
sports section. In my 
opinion, no one covers 
high school sports, or 
any sporting event, like 
our former editor and 
longtime sports enthu-
siast, Paul Campbell. 
We’re so fortunate he 
chose to only semi-re-
tire and continue his 
superior job of sports 
commentary. He may 
be getting older (just 
like all of us) but he 
isn’t getting rusty. If 
anything, he still shines 
like he just came off 
the assembly line.

For those of you who 
like the behind the 
scenes in the special 
features, Andrew Jen-
kins, our copy editor, 
is also ace number one. 
That young man is an 
expert at proofreading. 
If you ever find a mis-
take in the paper, I’m 
sure it’s my fault be-
cause he combs articles 
and page layout with a 
fine-tooth comb. He is 
also our go-to man for 
editorial composition 
questions. He has a 
Masters of Arts degree 

in journalism from the 
University of Missouri, 
and he really knows 
his stuff. I rely heavily 
upon him to fill up the 
paper with interesting 
content from outside 
sources.

Every week when 
the paper comes out, 
we like to bring some 
“Joy” into your life. Joy 
Beamer has been a sub-
stantial part of the Re-
flex for nearly 30 years. 
She has performed 
every aspect of the 
community newspaper 
business from custom-
er service to layout to 
ad building to writing 
features. There have 
been many readers who 
have told me they were 

so glad she finally 
stepped out from be-
hind the office’s cleri-
cal desk and into cov-
ering the happenings 
of Buffalo and Dallas 
County, because she 
does it with empathy 
and integrity.

So when Joy left her 
duties of office man-
ager and Kim Gronni-
ger retired, we need-
ed someone to greet 
our customers in the 

front office and on the 
phone. Of course that is 
not all Jessica Climer 
does at the Reflex, but 
whatever she does, she 
does it with the utmost 
pleasant attitude. Jessi-
ca adds a little sunshine 
to everybody’s day, and 
she feels a special duty 
to offer the best cus-
tomer service she can. 

Our advertising man-
ager Monica Stewart 
will assist businesses 
and individuals with 

advertising needs. She 
can help you determine 
an advertising plan that 
will fit your advertis-
ing budget. Discussing 
with Monica your best 
approach to draw new 
customers or how ad-
vertising in the paper 
can boost business, she 
can share with you tac-
tics that have worked 
well for others. Hard 
copy advertising in 
small communities is 
still beneficial and a 
good way to appeal to a 
target audience. 

Another Phillips 
Media employee is 
Mary Ritter. Shoppers 
at grocery stores and 
attendees at public 
events might get a 
chance to visit with 
Mary about the benefits 
of being a Buffalo Re-
flex subscriber. News 
and events, sports and 
entertainment, infor-
mation, opinions and 

classified ads are all 
weekly features in the 
Reflex. Special sections 
and name brand cou-
pons are often inserted. 
Mary will give you a 
sample and talk to you 
about hard copy and on-
line subscriptions.

Last but not least, we 
have a new publisher. 
Deanna Moore takes 
the lead position, com-
ing to us from 20 plus 
years in the advertis-
ing department at the 
Bolivar Herald Free 
Press. She has the in-
sight to lead the Reflex 
in a direction that will 
please our subscribers 
and readers and we look 
forward to the future 
with new and exciting 
content. We hope you 
like this sample.

Thanks for reading 
our newspaper.

This has all come to 
you from an unbiased 
editor . . . LOL.

STEVE JOHNSON
EDITOR

Why am I getting this Reflex in the mail

ESTATE OF BILL AND ANN HARMON 
Saturday, April 9th - 10am • 73 Center Point Road, Elkland, MO

There is so much merchandise at this auction it is a must see to believe. Some items include but are not limited to... 

Cub Cadet XT1 riding mower, Stihl chainsaws, Stihl trimmer, Stihl leave blower, extension ladder, dropleaf dining 
table and chairs, various chairs, shelves, mirrors, crosscut saws, 4000 lb floor jack, bar stools, desk, small tables, 
stereo, RR lantern - Warsaw NY USA, metal trunk, chest deepfreeze, old Frigidaire refrigerator, wooden step 
ladder, wood ladder, axe, hoe, shovel, clamps, pipe wrench, grease guns, levels, mallets, wood rule, canning 
jars, wood Coke tray cart, old metal fire extinguisher, wagon, Weed Eater push mower, wheel barrow, steel 
barrels, large mailbox, air tank, whiskey barrel, pitch fork, brush axe, scythe, ‘91 Chevy S10 needs clutch, sprayer, 
old bottles, Christmas items, tarps, baskets, totes, 6 round bales of hay, Craftsman reciprocating saw, lots of 
corral panels, gates, t-posts, landscaping timbers, lots of 8” block, cattle panels, scrap, steel well pipe, old tin, 
6’ box blade, 3 pt bale spike, carry all, tilt lawn mower trailer - no title, plant stands, pots, DVDS, wicker shelves, 
school desk, various pieces of metal for barn or roof, post hole diggers, maul, fence post driver, crow bars, misc. 
dry lumber, Victor Sewing machine, Dressmaker Special sewing machine, other sewing machines, reel type 
lawn mower, John Deere LX 266 mower - non-working, cream cans, log chains, galvanized bucket, Orschelin 
thermometer, Antique hutch, Wizard wrenches, fence wire, rugs, square wash tubs, Shepherds hooks, bird bath, 
steel wagon wheels, washer tub used as planter, flag pole, concrete lawn ornaments, church pew, 110 AC units, 
wood park bench, wooden rockers, metal patio table, metal and glass patio table and chairs, plastic chairs, 
cookie jar, vases, insulators, emasculator, fountain, Gulbranson organ, Technic organ, big jewelry box, Frigidaire 
stove, Magnavox cassette player, white cabinet, oak dining table with leaf and 5 chairs, china hutch, Grandfather 
clock, pair of upholstered chairs, radio cabinet, wood tater box, bedroom set, old phone, bedding, home 
decor, curtains, towels, wash cloths, old suitcases, costume jewelry, hall tree, 3 flat screen TVs, lamps, pots and 

pans, dishes, Daniel Dakota Quartz Clock, microwave, silverware, utensils, 
Sterling Silver tea set, pitcher and bowl, 2 recliners, couch, cane, VCR, Lots 
of material, sewing supplies, patterns, ribbons, buttons, zippers, bobbins, 
NIB Blender, NIB Mixer, NIB toaster oven, Black and Decker Quick and Easy 
Plus food processor, new dishes, plastic storage trays, Dolls - rag, porcelain, 
Coke stuff, lots of afghans, crochet yarn, receiving blankets, quilts, snowplow 
for pickup, Wood DS 96 bush hog used very little new blades, several old 
bicycles including Western Flyer, Schwinn, Red Baron, chest of drawers, 
Topsy Turvy Red Riding Hood doll, beaded purse, old baby brush and comb 
set, Old baby rattle, C & H Sugar sack, Niangua Yearbooks from 1960’s, CD’s, 
Old pictures and frames, Bissell carpet shampooer, 4’ bush hog, tilt trailer 
with wooden side racks, 90hp 3 cylinder motor Jet boat - no title, 3 pt. forks, 
2 discs, 2 bottom plow, 4’ Big Bee finish mower, car dolly, big vise, player 
piano rolls, pipe threaders and stand, tanks of Freon, new electric motor, Skil 
cordless drill and so much more too numerous to mention.

View online at www.rrauctionservice.com

64
59
15

(417) 345-4140 or (417) 576-7357
Auctions & Appraisals
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Local wedding venues trade ownership 
during the pandemic
By Joy Beamer
joyb@buffaloreflex.com

T
ara Rigger 
and her 
family are 
becoming 
the new wed-

ding moguls for Dallas 
County. In March 2020, 
Rigger and her family 
purchased Timber Line 
Barn from Chad and 
Nichole Bryan, the start 
of COVID-19 and the na-
tionwide business shut-
down. Unfortunately, the 
first wedding was not 
until May 2020, but they 
finished the first year 
out with 35 marriages. 

The Bryans offered 
the industrial venue 
to Rigger for a second 
wedding venue last year. 
Rigger felt it was not 
good timing in 2021, but 
the couple said yes with 
confidence in 2022. So 
the Rigger family decid-
ed to take the leap and 
purchase the Market 
116 Industrial Wedding 
Venue and the Gathering 
Place. 

The Bryans changed 
the first Market 116 
storefront to an event 
meeting space after the 
store moved to the old 
Woods building. The 
Gathering Room serves 
smaller events, parties, 
showers and small gath-
erings, seating up to 125 
people. The Gathering 
Place sits on the square 
where the original Mar-
ket 116 opened before 
moving to the Woods 
building. The three wed-
ding/event spaces are 
available for all sizes of 
weddings and gather-
ings. 

The most significant 
change the public will 
see is the name change 
to the downtown wed-
ding venue. The new 
name is The James In-
dustrial Wedding Venue.

The big question 
around town is why “The 
James?” Hearts will 
melt after reading this 
heartwarming story.

James Junior Rigger 
is Tara’s grandfather, 
who is 95 years old. He 
is a respected icon in his 
hometown, West Plains. 

His life has many 
twists and turns. First, 
he lost his mother to the 
childbirth of his last 
brother. Also, his father 
died suddenly, leaving 
the 14-year-old to care 
for his younger broth-
ers. After about a year, 
social services found 
out about the situation 
and came and placed the 
boys in separate homes. 

At 15, he left to find 
his way in the world, 
working odd jobs along 
the way. He grew up 
through the depression 
and the war had begun 
in Europe.

He knew if he joined 
the army, he would have 
food and shelter. Also, 
the army had to be eas-
ier than trying to live 
independently with odd 
jobs at a young age. He 
was not afraid of work, 

but stability was look-
ing pretty good. So to 
become a World War II 
veteran, James changed 
his last name and lied 

about his birthday to 
join in the war. He de-
ployed and fought, land-
ing on the beach in Ger-
many. Later, he served 

in the Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS), where 
confidential information 
is still under wraps.

He came home and 

found his wife, to whom 
he was married for 
over 60 years before 
her death in 2013. Tara 
comes from a family 
with long-term, healthy 
marital relationships. 
She has seen marriages 
thrive. Now having wed-
ding venues, she can en-
courage her brides and 
grooms at the start of 
their marriages to build 
lives like her ancestors.

The entire family 
thinks the world of 
James. He is a big fam-
ily person putting them 
first. As the elder in the 
family, he has demon-
strated sacrifice, hard 
work, compassion for his 
children and grandchil-
dren. The incredible life 
was met with a humble 
attitude while building a 
committed relationship 
with his wife and he was 
deeply grateful for his 
family. His desire is for 
his family to be success-
ful and happy together.

James is the person 
who always says grace 
at family meals. He al-
ways prays, “grateful 
for family, for his life.” 

Tara’s been able to see 
many great marriage 
examples. For example, 
her grandparents were 
married for over 60 
years on both sides of 

Tara’s family. Plus, her 
parents have been mar-
ried for 52 years. 

“So, it’s fitting to own 
a wedding venue,” com-
mented Rigger.

She has been commit-
ted to her husband, Al-
len, for 20 years. His job 
takes him on the road, 
so the wedding venues 
are often a one-woman 
show. He has contribut-
ed to maintenance and 
project completions, but 
Tara handles the day-to-
day. 

They have two teenage 
children: a son, Kesler 
Gibson and a daugh-
ter, Surelle Gibson. 
Since they moved here 
in March of 2020, the 
children never started 
school in the first school 
year. The entire support 
system changed when 
they bought the barn. 
New friends and com-
munity under the guise 
of a pandemic were 
daunting. 

The children take part 
in the family business 
by mowing and weed 
eating. They help with 
the trash and ceremony 
flips, changing the seat-
ing from the ceremony 
to the reception.

Tara began to meet lo-
cal women with the help 

James Rigger has lived a humble life and leads his family in values and heart. Picture in the frame is James and 
wife, Phyllis Rigger on their wedding day, July 28, 1947. They were married for 66 years when Phyllis passed away 
in 2013.  CONTRIBUTED

646428cb

1-800-459-8510 • 417-345-6114
One Block north of the Square on Hwy. 73, Buffalo, MO

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. • www.holtmonument.com

We’re taking every precaution to 
keep our customers healthy. 

Serving Your 
Monument Needs 

Since 1927

64
32
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“Those who preserve their integrity 

remain unshaken by the storms of daily 

life. They do not stir like leaves on a tree 

for follow the herd where it runs... it is a 

strength that exists deep within them.” 

ANONYMOUS NATIVE AMERICAN

INTEGRITY

DEDICATION

COURAGE

RESPECT

HONESTY

HONOR

SERVICE

FAMILY

B U F FA L O  ( 4 1 7 )  3 4 5 - 2 2 1 1   •   U R B A N A   ( 4 1 7 )  9 9 3 - 5 1 3 3

581996b

Cantlon-Otterness & 
Viets

Tara Rigger honors her grandfather by naming their newest wedding venue The 
James.  PHOTOGRAPH BY LACI HOLLAND

Wedding /  
Event Venues
(417) 299-3597

TIMBERLINE BARN
38 Rainbow Rd, Buffalo

THE JAMES 
INDUSTRIAL
WEDDING VENUE
203 E Commercial St, 
Buffalo

THE GATHERING 
PLACE
116 Market St., Buffalo

See VENUES, Page 9
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of Sammie McCleary and the Mom 
Prom fundraiser for school supplies 
for the Beau Fournier Memorial Fund. 
She said she was grateful for these 
new friends. They are already plan-
ning next year’s Mom Prom switching 
it up to use The James in 2023.

The couple wanted to move out of 
Greene County and switch gears to a 
smaller community. Then, she read 
that Timberline Barn was on the mar-
ket. Tingling with anticipation, she 
contacted the Bryans and negotiations 
began to develop.

Previously, Tara was a massage 
therapist for 15 years. Her body start-
ed to break down from giving multiple 
deep tissue massages and she was 
looking for an exit plan. Tara wanted 
to cultivate the needs of her family 
while praying for a new career path. 
The wedding barn was the answer she 
had been waiting on. Then when keys 
changed hands on March 20, 2020, 
COVID-19 restrictions started hitting 
the nation and the shutdown began.

In May 2020, the first wedding 
occurred after the shutdown lifted. 
During the pandemic, the wedding 
parties became smaller, and most 
were careful to protect the elderly and 
high-risk family members. In addi-
tion, they made sure to talk with each 
couple to work with them during the 
craziness of 2020. Despite the rough 
start, they hosted 35 weddings in 
2020. In 2021 the barn hosted 72 wed-
dings. Thus far, in 2022, 63 weddings 
are booked for Timber Line Barn 
Wedding Venue.

Since the purchase of Timber Line 
Barn, they added a pergola, benches, 
an arbor, a new entry sign, landscap-
ing and a lot of maintenance. Chad 
Bryan had explained about areas in 
the barn that needed maintenance 
work for the structure. Tara wanted 
to make these improvements and up-
grades to improve couples’ wedding 
experience on their special day. 

One change to Timber Line was tak-
ing out the honeymoon suite to trans-
form the space into the bridal suite to 
help brides prepare in a larger area. 

The Gathering Room is a contem-
porary, open space with a welcoming 
room and natural lights suited for all 
types of uses. Clients share what they 
need and want for their event. Tara 
will set up the space and help design 
the flow. The room is a blank slate and 
clients decorate any way they want. 

Both spaces have parking just a 
few steps from the door. In addition, 

evening events enjoy having parking 
throughout the downtown area.

The family keeps busy year-round 
between giving tours, practices, wed-
dings, and cleaning up. In 2020, they 
sacrificed a lot while building their 
wedding business. They have help 
from Melissa Barker, who supports 
the efforts and cleans the venues. 

Tara hopes to have time with the 
family, enjoy life, and become a part 
of community events and friendships. 
They love the outdoors and Buffalo is 
close to many outdoor recreation ac-
cesses. 

They are excited to have booked 
six weddings since taking over The 
James a few short weeks ago. In 
addition, the Buffalo and Half Way 
proms will be at The James.

For additional information, go on-
line to ww.timberlinebarnweddings.
com or jamesweddingvenue.com for 
details about the venue to inquire 
about date availability. Also, search 
the venue names on Facebook for 
more photos or message the owners.

There are no hidden fees. The 
event is transparent with all charges 
known upfront, all-inclusive, clean-

ing rental set up and break down. At 
an additional cost, linens are avail-
able to rent. If alcohol is served, 
there is an additional alcohol fee to 
pay for the extra work alcohol brings 

to the venue.
Tara encourages organizations to 

contact her to donate space for com-
munity-driven events. Reach out to 
them and discuss a donation.

VENUES 
Continued from Page 8

Actual Ad Sizes Pictured! 

2022 Graduation Commemorative Special Section May 11
Congratulate Your Special Seniors • Deadline April 25

Call Monica for more information 417-345-2224
monicas@buffaloreflex.com

Please submit payment with photo(s) and this form to 
Buffalo Reflex, 114 E. Lincoln or mail to: 

Buffalo Reflex, PO Box 770, Buffalo, MO 65622
or drop in our door slot 24/7 or email to news@buffaloreflex.com
Graduate Name:_____________________________________
Parents:___________________________________________
Personal Message:____________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Color Charge  
$50 additional

Your Name:___________________________________________

Phone:________________ Address:_______________________

City:______________________ State:_________ Zip:_________

Amount Enclosed $__________ Cash, Check or debit/credit card accepted.

1/16 page $15  
(2.437” x 2.375”) 

1/8 page $30  
(5.042” x 2.375”)

1/4 page $60 
(5.042” x 4.917”)

1/2 page $110 
(5.042” x 10”)

We love you and are so proud of the young man you have 
become, we wish you the best, each for the star. 
Love, Mom, Dad, Brent, Sadie, Nana & Poppy 2020

Class 
of

Taylor Ann
Shepperly
Daughter of 
Jason & Karissa Shepperly,  
Keith & Melissa Maddux

Behind you, all your memories. Before you, all 
your dreams. Around you, all who love you. 
Within you, all you need. 

58
26

3s 1/4
Page

64
67

81
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We love you and are so proud of the young man you have become, we wish you the best, each for the star. Love, Mom, Dad, Brent, Sadie, Nana & Poppy

2020

Class 
of

Mathew 
Huntsman
Son of Kelle & Mark (Stringbean) Huntsman

We’re so proud of you.  
You finally did it good job. 
We love you! 
Love Mom, Dad, Kahlyn, 
Cole, Granny & Papa58

42
62

s

2020
Class 
of

Rabecca  

LaFave
Daughter of 
Myron and
Marsha LaFave

We are so proud of you! 

We love you! Dad, Mom, 

Jacob, Conner

1/16
Page

1/8
Page

2022

The tables can be arranged in any formation the renter prefers. Weddings, meetings, trainings, proms and special dinners can 
booked at The James. PHOTOGRAPH BY LACI HOLLAND

Brides and their parties can choose between the outdoor courtyard or the inside of 
The James for their special day. PHOTOGRAPH BY LACI HOLLAND
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2022 Buffalo Art Walk Exhibition and Gallery will be expanded
The 2022 Buffalo Art 

Walk on May 7 at the 
square will feature an 
Art Exhibition and Gal-
lery area again this year. 
Instead of only paintings, 
drawings and photogra-
phy, the exhibition area 
has been expanded for 
2022. This will be an area 
where artists who do not 
want to have a vendor 
space can exhibit a few 
paintings, drawings, pho-
tographs, pottery piec-
es, wood carvings, fiber 
art pieces, woven pieces 
(due to display space, 
nothing really large) and 
creative jewelry pieces. 
Exhibitors may enter up 
to three pieces of art.

Artwork in the exhi-
bition area may be any 
medium, including oil 
on canvas, watercolors, 
chalk, pencil, pen and 
ink, as well as photogra-
phy. Exhibitors will have 
about 3 to 5 feet of dis-
play space.

Photography must be 
matted, framed or un-
framed, and at least 8-by-
10-inches. Photos may be 
color, black and white, or 
digitally enhanced (de-
scribe what was done and 
the process).

Artwork will not be 
hung, but will be dis-

played on easels. Exhi-
bition organizer Dean-
na Akers Stuckey has 
a source to borrow 
easels, but exhibitors 
are encouraged to use 
their own, if they have 
them. There will be ta-
ble easels for display-

ing smaller artwork and 
photography.

Artwork cannot dis-
play prices, but business 
cards or other contact 
information is allowed. 
Artwork must be the 
work of the artist but 
does not have to be new.

To keep this a quali-
ty exhibit, the commit-
tee reserves the right 
to accept or reject art-
work. Remember, this 
is a public exhibit and 
families with small chil-
dren will be viewing the 
art, so the choice of the 

subject matter should 
be G-rated.

For those who have 
more artwork, they are 
welcome to fill out an 
application for a vendor 
booth. The goal of this 
exhibition is to let the 
public know how talent-
ed the artists are in this 
community.

A r twork c a n be 
brought to Buffalo City 
Hall on Friday, May 6, 
during business hours. If 
these times are not con-
venient, let Stuckey know 
at 417-345-6358. Stuckey 
plans to set up the dis-
play Friday, May 6.

Anyone who plans to 
participate should let 

Stuckey know what they 
plan to bring. This will 
help her decide how to 
arrange the exhibit and 
to make information dis-
play cards. She can be 
reached at 417-345-6358.

Stuckey encourages 
readers to pass this exhi-
bition information along 
to area artists or send 
her the names and ad-
dresses for area artists, 
so she can send them 
information. For more 
information, she can be 
reached at 417-345-6358 
or dstuckey000@centu-
rytel.net. She can also 
be reached by private 
message on Facebook at 
Deanna Akers Stuckey.

Buffalo Art Walk and Craft Fair 
applications are available online

Artisans, storytellers are sought

A
pplications for the 2022 
Buffalo Art Walk and 
Craft Fair are available 
online, on the Buffalo 
Art Walk and Craft Fair 

Facebook page.
This year’s event is scheduled 

for Saturday, May 7, on the Buffalo 
square. The theme of the 2022 art walk 
is “Show Me Buffalo!” The goal is to 
celebrate all things Buffalo and Dallas 
County, promoting pride in both the ar-
ea’s history and future trajectory.

The art walk committee is seeking 
artisans, such as those who create 
paintings, pottery, fabric arts and pho-
tographs, to apply.

The committee also is seeking sto-
rytellers who can relate tales about 
historical happenings in Buffalo and 
Dallas County. History and folklore 
all would be topics of interest. People 
are encouraged to tell their stories 
live during the event, or for those 
who would prefer another option, they 
could record their stories beforehand. 
Home videos that show Buffalo and 
Dallas County sights from yesteryear 

also are sought, to be displayed at the 
event. For more information, contact 
Carrie Hulsey, art walk committee 
chairwoman, at thehavenmaternity-
home@thehavenofrestministries.com 

or 417-414-3003.
Thus far, vendors who have filled out 

applications to attend include a vari-
ety of art forms and crafts, including 
resin, earrings, T-shirts, wood signs, 

key chains, woodworking, paintings, 
sewn items, crocheted items, vinyl 
items, tumblers, quilts, jewelry and 
beaded roses, upcycle crafts, fresh-
ies, loom knitting crafts, children’s 
activities, sugar scrubs, hats, bags, 
garden crafts, leather, wind chimes, 
gun racks, soaps, bath bombs, lotion 
bars, lip balms, candles and polymer 
clay jewelry.

Food vendors include those with 
sweets, carnival and fair foods, bake 
sale items, shaved ice, shakes, cot-
ton candy, caramel apples, nachos 
and pickles.

Dance Sensations students also are 
scheduled to perform at the event.

For more information, contact Car-
rie Hulsey, art walk committee chair-
woman, at thehavenmaternityhome@
thehavenofrestministries.com or 
417-414-3003.

58
23
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NEW & USED TIRES & AUTO REPAIR

Our showroom is filled  
with great ideas!

Furniture to Make You 
  Feel Right at Home
Bring home comfort, style and quality with our 
handpicked furniture selections in every price range.

Stop in today.

101 E. Main - PO Box 1068 • Buffalo, MO 65622
417-345-2127 • 800-743-7923

chapmansfurnitureinc@gmail.com
www.chapmansfurnitureinc.com

Furniture • Bedding • Appliances
Chapman’s

58
24
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P.O. Box 709 • 701 N. Maple • Buffalo, Missouri 65622
For Appointment Dial: 417-345-2272

Christopher L. Dugas, D.C. 
Chiropractic Physician

The power that made the body, heals the body!

Dugas Chiropractic Clinic
Buffalo, MO

55
39

78
b

www.dugaschiropractic.com
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2000 South Ash (Old HWY 65) Buffalo Mo.
Call for information

Monday - Saturday 8 am-5 pm

Clara’s Storage Auction
417-733-8081

• Canned Vegetables  
• Nature’s Own Bread $1.25  
• Juice  

Clara’s Discount Grocery
Wholesale Prices 417-733-7591

• Frozen Foods
• Meat
• Produce

• Health & Beauty Aids
• Debit/Credit Cards &   
      EBT Accepted 

60
66
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"Established 1937"
Southwest corner of the Square • Buffalo

345-2103

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
NIMMO

60
64

74
J

Lower Your Insurance Rate.
Quality coverage and great rates are the reasons 
more and more people are switching to us for the 

insurance protection they need.
Choose from a variety of coverage options.

BY STEVE JOHNSON
stevej@buffaloreflex.com

I
nternationally 
recognized band 
Lindley Creek has 
just released their 
latest single “Too 

Bad You’re no Good” 
from their upcoming 
sophomore album. It’s 
just a taste of what 
fans of the fast-rising 
Missouri natives have 
in store on their upcom-
ing Pinecastle Records 
effort. Needless to say, 
there are plenty more 
surprises in store and 
the future is certainly 
looking bright!

Since the release 
of their debut album 
Freedom, Love and The 
Open Road, Lindley 
Creek quickly burst 
onto the national Blue-
grass scene. The entire 
record was produced by 
Jim VanCleve. Along the 
way, they’ve turned sev-
eral heads and charted 
multiple songs includ-
ing a No. 2 debut on the 
Bluegrass Today chart 
with their lead single 
“I Gotta Go,” while also 
being selected as an 
official showcase artist 
at the IBMA World of 
Bluegrass event in 2021. 
They were also a final-
ist for the IBMA Award 
for “Momentum Band 
of the Year,” while lead 
singer Katie Greer was 
a nominee up for “Mo-
mentum Vocalist of the 
Year.”

The busy Dallas Coun-
ty resident family blue-
grass music group is a 
regular feature at Silver 
Dollar City’s The Gaze-
bo on the town square. 
It is at the Silver Dollar 
Saloon where the “Too 
Bad You’re No Good” 
video was filmed with 
local talented SDC ac-
tors playing roles in the 
melodramatic Spaghetti 
Western action that ac-
companies the band’s 

stage performance. 
Buffalo’s Southwest-

ern Missouri Celtic 
Festival attendees were 
the first to hear the song 
debut at live stage per-
formances by Lindley 
Creek. 

“The song is some-
what of a drawback to 
the Country Music of 
the 90s,” said Lindley 
Creek guitarist and 
vocalist Kathie Greer. 
“The tune is a departure 
from our regular mix 
of songs and is slightly 
reminiscent of the songs 
from “O Brother Where 
Art Thou. It is ‘rootsy’ 

country meet blue-
grass.I think it will even 

appeal to the Outlaw 
Country market.”

Kathie Greer said 
the song has been per-
formed at their live 
performances since the 
Celtic Festival, and it 
goes over well with the 
audiences. When they 
got to planning the vid-
eo for the song, she said 
they felt it needed to be 
a Western. 

Luke Hoover a.k.a. 
“Shorty Hatfield” be-
cause he says he is “6 
foot 12 inches tall” plays 
the villain who gets a 
surprise at the end from 
his real life wife, Toni 
Hoover, who plays his 
saloon sweetie in the 
reel. Musician D.A. Cal-
loway, a former member 
of the original River 
Rats Dixieland Jazz 
Band, plays the bar-
tender and has a short 
ragtime piano solo at 

the end. It was Calloway 
who first hired Lind-
ley Creek to perform 
at SDC in 2004, three 
years after the music 
group began performing 
and recording.

The costumes and 
lighting were supplied 
by SDC and with the 
saloon being closed to 
performances over the 
past year because of 
COVID 19, it was the 
perfect time to shoot the 
video. The video also 
holds another surprise. 
Family member and 
former Lindley Creek 
banjo player, Tate Greer 
makes a cameo perfor-
mance wearing a han-
dle-bar mustache.

As with any Western 
romantic comedy, Love 
has its ups and downs 
and in this music video, 
there’s more downs than 
ups. The colorful cos-
tumes and sultry vocals 
of Katie Greer make 
this video a real plea-
sure to watch and listen.

The single “Too Bad 
You’re No Good” is 
bound to be a hit. It was 
written by songwriters 
Paul Craft and Cadillac 
Holmes. The album is 
yet to be released but 
plans are for sometime 
in 2022.

Lindley Creek is John 
Rob Greer (bass and 
vocals) and wife, Kath-
ie (guitar and vocals), 
along with their chil-
dren Jase (violin and 
vocals) and Katie (lead 
vocals and mandolin). 
You can learn more 
about the group by visit-
ing their website at lind-
leycreek.com or watch 
more videos at YouTube 
- Lindley Creek Band.

Lindley Creek hits the trail with  
a new Spaghetti Western music video
Dallas County 
Bluegrass band 
releases new  
single and video

Lindley Creek Band takes a moment from the busy performance schedule to pose in 
front of The Gazebo sign where they perform at Silver Dollar City.  From left are: Car-
oline Greer, Jase Greer, Katie Greer, Nathaniel Hutson, Kathie Greer and John Greer.

Lindley Creek as they appear in the “Too Bad You’re no Good” video filmed in the Silver Dollar Saloon at Silver 
Dollar City. From left are: Jase Greer, Kathie Greer, Katie Greer, John Rob Greer and guest star, Tate Greer.

101 S. Maple  
417.345.2022

Featuring the old home  
place concert seriesBROUGHT  

TO YOU BY THESE  
GREAT SPONSORS

63
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643234ch



12  |  Wednesday, April 6, 2022 Buffalo ReflexLOCAL INSIGHTS

SUBSCRIPTIONS

NAME:                                                                                        
ADDRESS:                                                                                 
CITY, STATE, ZIP:                                                                      
PHONE:                                                                                      
EMAIL:                                                                                       

Order by Phone or Mail

LOCAL
RATE
$5632

P.O. Box 770
Buffalo, MO
65622

417-345-2224

646110cb

includes tax

Mary Coursey-Ritter
Aquistion Manager 
(The person who promotes the Reflex and other 
Phillips Media newspapers at local businesses).

BROUGHT  
TO YOU BY 

»»

What is your favorite thing to do on 
your day off from work?
Anything outside in the sun, in the 
water, and with my family. Kayaking is 
my latest love.

What words of wisdom would you 
share with your childhood self?
Trust yourself and love yourself more 
or no one else will either.

What would you say are the major 
values or principles you live by?
Be still and let God be God. Leave 
others feeling better than when you 
greeted them.

What is the best thing about your 
job? 
I get to give people a great discount 
for something they already love.

What’s the most daring thing 
you’ve ever done? 
Jump off cliff or zip line.

How are you like your mom? Like 
your dad? 
Caring like my mom and always up for 
an adventure like my dad.

What are some little things that 
make your day better?
Jesus & sunshine & coffee & worship 
music.

If people came with warning labels, 
what would yours say?
I may start talking about Jesus at 
anytime.

If you had intro music every time 
you entered a room, what would 
the song be?
“My Jesus” by Anne Wilson.

What famous person would you like 
to meet for coffee and conversa-
tion? Why?

Jesus. To know for sure my sole pur-
pose and to thank Him for dying for 
me.

What is something you have done 
that you are very proud of?
Leading people to Jesus.

Where is the most awe inspiring 
place you have been?
Up until this last spring break I would 
say the ocean, however, the Smoky 
Mountains are definitely breathtaking.

What do you do for stress relief?
Take a hot bath surrounded by can-
dles.

Are you afraid of anything (one of 
your fears)?
Faith > fear.

Do you recall any particular mentor 
and what did they help you learn?
Life lessons is my greatest teacher. 
Everything is either a lesson or a 
blessing.

Do you have any pets? What are 
their names and breed?
 None at this time, but once we buy a 
house, a dog or two is a must.

What’s something most people 
don’t know about you?
I love to dance and put peanut butter 
in my coffee.

If you could have one superpower, 
what would you choose and how 
would you use it?
Healing people would definitely be 
my super power, not just physically 
but mentally as well.

Name three of your favorite movies.
“Footloose,” “Dirty Dancing” and “Sister 
Act.” Offering storage in Buffalo, Pomme De Terre/Pittsburg,

Lebanon, Warsaw, Bolivar

Locally Owned & Operated.

624389c

646808ma


