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The big dairy shift

Although National Dairy Month is seen as a celebra-
tion of the industry, it'’s hard not to talk about the over-
all decline in Kentucky dairies and the many reasons
Jor it. And as these trends continue, dairy farmers find
themselves shifting their focus beyond milk production,,
moving into processing, direct marketing and agri-
tourism. A dairy marketing specialist and the executive
director of the state’s dairy council talk about the his-
tory of milk in the state, what the plans are to change
the decline in dairies and what help is available to
those in the industry, or those who want to enter it.

According to the International Dairy Foods Associ-
ation, dairy month began in 1937 as “National Milk
Month,” a way to promote drinking milk — initially
created to stabilize the dairy demand when produc-
tion was at a surplus.

Eunice Schlappi says when she began as Kentucky
Department of Agriculture’s dairy marketing special-
ist 21 years ago, “I think we had 2,500 dairies then.”

Fast-forward to today, she says that number is now
421.

The number of cows has not seen such a dramatic
change, and there are still 48,000 milk cows in the
state.

“The cow numbers haven’t dropped as much as the
dairy farms have,” Schlappi said.

Schlappi doesn’t believe everything is bad news for
the dairy industry, and when she hears someone say
that the dairy industry in Kentucky “is dying,” she
doesn’t buy into it.

“I cannot agree with that. It's changing. As the
smaller farms go out, the ones remaining get bigger,
more efficient. They’re doing a better job at manag-
ing it as a business, which is what they have to do to
survive.”

Schlappi said the history of the industry in Ken-
tucky closely follows what has happened in the last
20-30 years throughout the country.

“Smaller farms are exiting and the average herd
size is increasing,” she said.

But she added that Kentucky has been “a little
slower in the progression of smaller herds disburs-
ing and being absorbed into larger in-state herds.”
Schlappi says the state hasn’t seen the influx of large
dairies moving in like California, Utah, South Dakota

SEE THE, PAGE 3
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The 2021-22 Kentucky FFA Officer Team is (front row, from left) Elijah Brock, Lynn Camp, Kentucky River State
Vice President; Tristann Burks, Barren County, Sentinel; Morgynne Lunsford, Harrison County, Northern Ken-
tucky State Vice President; Sarah Lyell, Graves County, Purchase State Vice President; Brady Lawson, Morgan
County, Secretary; (back row, from left) Austin Randolph, Muhlenberg County, Treasurer; Lindsey Phillips, Lin-
coln County, Lake Cumberland State Vice President; Phillip Caldbeck, Daviess County, Green River State Vice
President; Kelly Baird, Spencer County, Vice President; Jonathan Pinkston, Mercer County, President; Rickalyn
Rayburn, West Carter, Big Sandy State Vice President; Isaiah Pruitt, LaRue County, Reporter.

2021-22

Ky. FFA Officer Team

The 92nd annual Kentucky FFA
convention was held a little differ-
ent than normal this year as it
took on a “hybrid” model due to
COVID-19 restrictions.

Leadership Development Events
and Career Development Events
were conducted virtually in late
May. Award finalists were notified
and then invited to attend sessions

Years

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

in person.

Four convention sessions were
held June 8-10 in Lexington and
were broadcast live through
YouTube. Due to social distanc-
ing, attendance was limited to
state FFA officers, award winners
and other invited guest.

Last year’s FFA convention was

COVID-19 so this was the first
time FFA members from across
the state had the opportunity to
come together since the begin-
ning of the pandemic.

A recording of this years session
can be found at

held completely virtual due to youtube.com/FFAKentucky.
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Agriculture Commissioner marks June as dairy month

When the COVID-19 pandemic shut-
tered workplaces and left many people
out of a job, farmers’ roles became even
more pivotal. While navigating hard-
ships and uncertainty of their own, dairy
farmers across the state partnered with
local food banks and other agencies to
donate milk and dairy products to offset
hunger in their communities.

To honor this service and the every-
day work of the dairy farmer, Kentucky
Commissioner of Agriculture Dr. Ryan
Quarles joined Kentucky dairymen and
women in celebrating June as Dairy
Month earlier this month at the Ken-
tucky Department of Agriculture.

“When much of the world’s workforce
was on hold last year, Kentucky’s agri-
culture producers never stopped. Our
dairy farms still milked every day and
continued to provide residents with
fresh, affordable and delicious dairy
products,” Quarles said. “Kentucky’s
dairy farms adapted to the changing en-
vironment and kept products on the
shelves. Kentucky’s dairy farmers do so
much for Kentucky families and honor-
ing them with their own month is one
small way we can acknowledge their in-
genuity and dependability.”

“Kentucky’s dairy farmers continue to
work diligently every day in producing
high quality milk for the consumer and
we're excited about June Dairy Month
and the attention it brings to our indus-
try,” said H.H. Barlow, executive direc-
tor of the Kentucky Dairy Development
Council. “We truly appreciate every con-
sumer and encourage them to drink and
eat up great tasting nutritious milk and
milk products.”

The dairy month celebration at the
KDA was open to the public and spon-
sored by the Kentucky Dairy Develop-
ment Council, which provided ice cream

to attendees.

With more than 47,000 dairy cows in
the state, dairy farmers not only pro-
duce the official beverage of Kentucky —
milk — but also everything from ice
cream to artisan cheese, providing Ken-
tucky families with the calcium, protein,
vitamins and minerals they need to lead
an active and healthy lifestyle.

On average, each of those dairy cows
produce 7.2 gallons of milk a day. With
more than 90 percent of milk produced
consumed in liquid milk form, that’s 109
million gallons each year for the state.

Among all agricultural products, milk
ranks eighth in its value in the state.
Kentucky producers received more than
$175,406,000 in cash receipts from sales
of dairy products in 2020. Barren
County was the top county in the state in
the number of dairy cows with 6,500, fol-
lowed by Adair, Logan, Christian, and
Todd counties.

In October 2020, Commissioner Quar-
les helped launch “Kentucky Cheese
Cares” in Kroger stores with Kentucky
dairy farmers, The Dairy Alliance, Ken-
tucky Center for Agriculture and Rural
Development, Feeding America, and
Feeding Kentucky. Kentucky Cheese
Cares lets consumers join the fight
against hunger by purchasing award-
winning Kentucky specialty cheese
products at participating Kroger loca-
tions. Fifty cents from each unit sold are
used to distribute Kentucky dairy prod-
ucts through the Feeding Kentucky food
bank network.

The Kentucky Department of Agricul-
ture helps Kentucky dairy farmers and
processors find new markets for their
products and conducts dairy cattle
shows across the state. For more about
the department’s services to the dairy
industry, go to www.kyagr.com.

Call Halley or Toni today to gel
In the next issue of
The Farmer’s Pride!
Call - 270-384-9454 ox
Text 270-634-4164
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June is Dairy Month in Kentucky. Commissioner of Agriculture Dr. Ryan Quarles signed
a proclamation declaring the month in honor of dairy producers and their products.
Joining the commissioner were dairy producers and members of the Kentucky Dairy
Development Council and The Dairy Alliance.

FARMERS REGIONAL LIVESTOCK MARKET OF GLASGOW, LLC

I-65 & U.S. 68 Exit - Smiths Grove, Ky.

Dairy Sale Every Tuesday at Noon

Mike Hatcher
1-800-563-2131 « 270-384-6376  270-378-0512

MARKET REPORT: WEEK OF June 8, 2021
Farmers Regional Livestock Market of Glasgow, LL.C

Total Receipts: 645 Supply included: 9% Feeder Cattle (86% Dairy Steers, 14% Bulls); 73% Slaughter
Cattle (80% Cows, 20% Bulls); 19% Replacement Dairy Cattle (7% Fresh/Milking Cows, 2% Bred
Heifers, 17% Springer Heifers, 5% Open Heifers, 40% Baby Bull Calves, 29% Baby Heifer Calves).
Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 0%.

Dairy Steers: Large 3: 355# 90.00; Large 4: 385# 78.00

Bulls: Medium and Large 2-3: 370# 134.00

Slaughter Cattle: Cows Breaker 75-80%: 1440-1780# 63.00-71.00;
1345-1855# 72.00-85.00. Boner 80-85% 1080-1410# 62.00-71.00;
1085-1410# 72.00-84.00; 745-1440# 51.00-60.00; Lean 85-90% 740-
1070# 53.00-61.00; 730-1065# 62.00-76.00; 735-1250# 40.00-48.00;
Bulls 1-2: 1260-2330# 93.00-104.00; 1265-2090# 105.00-120.00; 1150-
2430# 75.00-92.00.

Fresh/Milking Cows: Approved 1400.00; Medium 1200.00; Com-
mon 750.00-1050.00; Common 775.00.

Bred Heifers: Common T1 710.00; Common T2 825.00.

Springer Heifers: Approved T3 1100.00-1225.00; Medium T3
900.00-1050.00; Common T3 700.00-750.00; Common T3 650.00.
Open Heifers: Approved 475# 330.00; Medium 450# 300.00;
Medium 525# 375.00; Medium 625# 420.00.

Baby Bull Calves: 14 Head 40.00-80.00; 11 Head 150.00-270.00
Beef Cross; 5 Head 50.00-140.00 Crossbred; 3 Head 50.00-60.00 Jer-
sey.

Baby Heifer Calves: 7 Head 30.00-130.00; 10 Head 140.00-260.00
Beef Cross; 6 Head 80.00-120.00 Crossbred; 1 Head 60.00 Jersey.
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and Indiana have.

“Kentucky lost one third of its |
dairy herds and cattle in the dairy| [
buyout in the mid 1980s,” she
said, with that decline continuing
rapidly through the late 90s, at a
rate of almost 200 per year. “

From ’02-’12, the losses slowed
to about 100 farms per year.” In
her report from January 2019,
Schlappi said that decline had
slowed to about 50 a year since
2014.

Statistics at that time showed
that as the farms exited, the num-
ber of cows didn’t decrease at the |,
same rate — many were still being
absorbed by existing dairies that
were expanding. ;

“The producers that exited weref
young producers who had re-
cently entered the business and
were carrying very large debt
loads during the low milk prices,”
Schlappi said. The other segment
that decreased was the older pro- |
ducers who were borderline re- 3
tirement and had no one to carry [E5% s
on the dairy business.

A chart she completed for the
2019 report also shows that pro-
duction per cow is rising, which
she says is due to operations becoming more efficient
in management.

“The value of milk produced is every-changing due
to the fluctuation of milk prices,” she said.

Milk prices have reached as high as $28 in the last 10
years, but have gone as low as $12-$13.

“The unfortunate fact is that many of our dairies are
only functioning at break-even or below, due to in-
creased fuel costs and feed.”

Schlappi says she sent 13 years working with the or-
ganic program, but just recently stepped out of the
role. She still works in tandem with the Kentucky
Dairy Development Council and with dairy regulators
on the national level.

She explains that to her, “value-added is anything
that can bring a producer more income from a product
that they would normally sell another way. I look at it
as the folks who are organic - they’re doing something
that they get more from their milk than everybody else
does. Cheese makers, milk bottlers, things like that.”

H.H. Barlow, KDDC’s director, said the council is dili-
gently working on some serious concerns with the in-
dustry.

“Milk price volatility is a huge issue. We are in
weekly conversations with other state organizations,
the Farm Bureau, USDA, legislators ...”

But Barlow said feed cost is definitely the biggest
challenge facing all dairies.

“Our feed costs are up 25 percent compared to a year
ago. COVID may have a small part in that, but it’s a va-
riety of things ...”

The availability of container ships going overseas is a

Eunice Schlappi, dairy marketing specialist at the Kentucky Department of Agri-
culture, is an advocate for Kentucky’s dairy producers.

'y
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challenge, too he said.

On a positive note, Barlow said KDDC is staring a
MILK 4.0 program, which he explains has four main
initiatives.

“Those include improved genetics through genomic
testing, improved reproduction through major empha-
sis on pregnancy rate, a continued emphasis on milk
quality, and specific dairy financial analysis,” he said.

If dairy farms meet a “certain performance matrix,”
they can sign up for the program, with cost share avail-
able for genomic testing.

Another is a brand new and a multi-state program, a
collaboration between Kentucky, Tennessee and North
Carolina.

“It’s to be used for people who want to move on to on-
the-farm processing for milk. It can be bottled, they
can make cheese, ice cream, butter. It's got some
money available for start-up if a person wants to start a
new dairy,” he said. The program is just beginning, and
interested parties can contact KDDC, which is oversee-
ing the federal grant.

“It has a lot of education parts to it. There are value-
added conferences, evaluations — it’s pretty involved,
actually,” Barlow said.

Coming up at the end of the month, the KDDC Beef
on Dairy Summer Tour begins, which Barlow explains
is a national initiative.

“As we've gotten into genomics and ‘sexing’ (sex-spe-
cific recombination), most farmers have raised more
heifers than they need ...” The initiative is to encour-
age dairy farmers to only breed the top-half of their
herd.

The conference will be June 29-30 at Bluegrass
Stockyards in Lexington.

“We'’re going to do all we can,” Barlow said. “I love
the business and fooling with cows. Someone’s going
to produce milk; you just have to be professional at it
and have an excellent manager.”

Schlappi said she believes the industry will “sustain.”

“Dairy is an ever-changing landscape, from the buy-
ers to the farmers, to the price of milk. Our guys have
had to adapt, and we do still have people coming into
the industry,” she said.

Schlappi says she’s not downplaying the fact the state
lost a lot of dairies — she knows it’s “devastating having
to sell the cows. The biggest lesson is that there’s life
after a dairy farm. It may not be what they’ve pictured
themselves doing, but they have to be able to change.”

She says many are critical of the KDDC, of co-ops,
“of me — why aren’t we doing more to help the dairy in-
dustry. There’s only so much we can do — alot of the
prices are controlled on the federal levels. We have to
work to help them enhance their quality, with educa-
tion and other resources — that’s not all we can do, but
that’s a big part of it.”

To find out more about programs available through
KDDC, visit kydairy.org.

By Bobbie Curd

Field reporter

‘complete Hoof Trimming and Al

WallaceHoolCare!iS
Relocating to'Kentucky:
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Growing up with Pride

GUEST
EDITORIAL

Toni
(Burton)
Humphress
....but inmy
heart and mind
The Farmer’s
Pride is one of
the only
constants in my
life for as long
as | can
remember.

s someone who grew up with The
A Farmer’s Pride, and the newest hire
within the company, it feels fitting to step
outside my normal role as general manager and
say hello to some of my dearest friends.

It’s always been so hard to explain to people the
love I have for Kentucky agriculture and my “fam-
ily” that is spread out throughout the state. Ex-
plaining it to an outsider probably never fully
makes sense, but in my heart and mind The
Farmer’s Pride is one of the only constants in my
life for as long as I can remember.

You see, a few months after my birthday each
year, the Pride also celebrates its birthday. It’s
probably the only company on the planet that I can
keep up with the year its celebrating since four
months after I was born, The Farmer’s Pride was
born - and the rest is history.

Probably my first “embarrassing memory”
stored within my brain, which if 'm honest still
sometimes keeps me awake at night, is almost
throwing up on the governor of Kentucky while
surrounded by reporters standing in the middle of
the state Capitol.

Yep, you read that right; had YouTube been a
thing then, I assure you I would have been a viral
sensation.

Breaking news doesn’t stop, even for a stomach
virus, and in Mom’s defense I was feeling better
when we left Columbia that morning, but those TV
lights were just so hot that I wasn’t sure the small
amount of food I kept down that day was going to
stay there much longer. It’s okay though, Mom
threw elbows and grabbed me out of there before I
became the girl to go down in history as the one
who took the spotlight away from the tobacco buy-
out.

Field days were always my favorite. I remember
one in Princeton where I probably bugged (ha) the
heck out of the UK entomologist all day because
all I wanted to do was hold the bugs and learn all
about them. I even held a tarantula and a giant cen-
tipede, which looking back on it now he had to
have been good looking or extremely charming

SEE GROWING, PAGE 6
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Death tax and WOTUS Dégja vu

ing in the Bill Murray film Groundhog Day, in which the comedian

has to live out Feb. 2 over and over again. With having to teach kids
and work from home for an extended period, many folks felt like their days
or weeks were like that movie. As I've watched policy discussions coming out
of Washington, D.C. lately, I must admit I feel a bit like Bill Murray on ac-
count of the amount of déja vu I've experienced watching two policy debates
come back to the forefront over my years in office: the Death Tax and the wa-
ters of the United States rule.

If you haven’t heard, some members of Congress are talking with the
Biden Administration about a significant change to the tax code involving
stepped up basis. Stepped up basis allows people who inherit property and
other wealth to be exempt from paying tax on the increased value of the in-
herited property, not the increase in value since the date it was originally pur-
chased. If you are a family farmer or small business owner who wants to pass
your operation on to your Kids, this is a good thing: it means that your kids
won’t be hit with a huge tax bill when the good Lord calls you home. These
people in Washington, D.C. would do away with this provision of the tax code
and tax those inheritances. Sure sounds like a new Death Tax to me.

Now, I am all for eliminating tax loopholes and making sure we have an
even playing field for everybody. However, stepped up basis allows families to
pass along farms and businesses to the next generation without being bur-
dened with crushing tax bills. Isn’t that what we, as an agriculture commu-
nity, want? Note, too, that this policy change wouldn’t just affect farmers, it
would affect small business owners who hope to pass their business onto the
next generation as well. With inheritances occurring when family members
pass away, the last thing government should do is show up to the funeral with
a tax bill.

The second policy to come back for debate involves the regulation of
ponds, streams, rivers, and other waters by the Environmental Protection
Agency. If you'll recall a few years ago, the farm community successfully de-
feated the Obama-era “Waters of the United States,” or WOTUS, rule, which
would have significantly expanded the authority of EPA over waters on farms
across the nation. I worked with President Trump’s EPA administrators to
explain why that rule needed to be withdrawn, and once it was, worked with
them on a revised “Navigable Waters Protection” rule that was much more
pro-farmer than the previous version. But now, President Biden’s administra-
tor has said they are going to withdraw that rule and start the process over
again to get something closer to the Obama-era rules. You have my promise
that I will monitor this process and vigorously fight for pro-farmer solutions.

What's the best thing you can do to make sure we don’t end up like Bill
Murray in Groundhog Day? Contact the members of Congress to let them
know that we don’t need to repeat these old debates about the Death Tax and
WOTUS. Let’s move on, and leave our farmers alone so they can do what
they do best: produce the food and fiber that everyone else relies on.

D uring the pandemic, a lot of people said they felt like they were liv-

KENTUCKY
DEPARTMENT
OF

AGRICULTURE
COMMISSIONER

Ryan
Quarles

However,
stepped up
basis allows
families to pass
along farms
and businesses
to the next
generation
without being
burdened with
crushing tax
bills.
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Hardly a peep

Strickler

are forecast to

DEWEY STRICKLER is
president of Ag Watch
Market Advisors, LLC.
Email Strickler at ag-

ardly a peep was made by traders
H about the June Crop Report as their
focus is squarely on weather.
There were some isolated showers mid-
week, but the forecast for the next two
weeks is for hot, dry weather in most of the
Midwest, which is keeping traders on pins
and needles.
Last week, the rating for corn fell 4 points

! i .l to 72 percent in good-to-excellent condition.

According to Ag Watch'’s yield model, this
M AR KE-I- equates to a national yield of 170.4 bushels
per acre versus 172.0 bushels per acre a year
Dewey

ago. Meanwhile, USDA projects 2021-22
ending stocks at 1.357 billion bushels, down
150 million bushels from May. This was
below the trade estimate. Global stockpiles
are forecast to fall 900,000 tons to 289.4 mil-
lion. Overall, the report is considered
friendly.

Soybean planting is nearly done with 67
percent of the crop rated in good-to-excellent
condition compared to 72 percent a year ago.
According to Ag Watch’s yield model, the na-
tional yield is 49.2 bushels per acre versus

Global stocks

be up 1.5  50.2 bushels per acre last year. With stocks
. extremely tight, each weather forecast will
million tons t0  be scrutinized under a microscope. In the
- June Crop Report, USDA projects 2021-22
92.6 million. ke o

ending stocks of soybeans at 155 million
bushel, an increase of 15 million bushels
from last month. This was above the trade
guess. Global stocks are forecast to be up
1.5 million tons to 92.6 million. While the re-
port may be slightly disappointing to the
bulls, weather holds the trump card.

Wheat is being supported from strength in
corn, but gains will be limited because of the
approaching harvest. In the June Crop Re-
port, USDA projects 2021-22 ending stocks
to fall 4 million bushels to 770 million
bushels which was slightly below the trade
guess. Meanwhile, global stockpiles are

watchdis@comcast.net  forecast to rise 1.8 million tons to 296.8 mil-
orgo online atwww.ag- lion. All wheat production is up 16 million
watch.biz. bushels to 1.898 billion bushels while winter

wheat is projected to rise 1.8 million tons to
296.8 million. The report is negative for
wheat, but the market will likely be sup-
ported by corn.

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor are
welcomed. Letters must in-
clude the author’s name,
address and phone number
for verification purposes.
Letters should be no longer
than 500 words and will be
edited for clarity.

Send letters to:
Letter to the Editor
The Farmer’s Pride

P.O. Box 159
Columbia, Ky. 42728
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Truth in labeling is opposite of ‘branding

makes sense then that organic

food - especially food that carries
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
treasured “USDA Organic” label—is or-
ganic, right?

Not all the time, maintains Francis
Thicke, an Iowa organic dairy farmer
introduced here last month. In fact,
Thicke and hundreds of other long-time
organic farmers maintain that large por-
tions, maybe even a majority, of USDA-
labeled “organic” milk, eggs, and
hydroponically-grown fruit and vegeta-
bles are not truly organic.

At least not organic by USDA stan-
dards in place before Big Ag’s powerful
influence swept into the marketplace a
decade ago. After that, farming prac-
tices specifically not allowed by the Na-
tional Organic Standards Board - like
hydroponic production of any kind—
have taken root.

As noted earlier, established organic
farmers fought the moves every step of
the way. Thicke and others fought from
the inside; he served on the NOSB
from 2012 through 2017 when hydro-
ponic peddlers succeeded in winning
USDA’s approval just seven years after
NOSB banned “soilless” organic food
production or hydroponics, now often —
and, according to him, deceptively - la-
beled “container grown.”

That’s the rub, according to the Iowa
dairy farmer: “If you’re going to change
the rules — and, just as importantly, not
enforce other rules - to benefit the big-
ger, corporate farms, then ‘real’ organic
farmers don’t stand a chance” in this
new game.

To fight the changes, Thicke and
nearly 1,000 other organic producers
have formed their own “real” organic
project called, cleverly, the Real Or-
ganic Project, or ROP. It will “certify”
that its members follow long-estab-
lished rules for organic production that
hasn’t — and won’t — bend or break
farming rules like food pasture require-
ments for livestock.

Equally important, since most of
ROP’s leadership helped to write and
implement USDA organic standards, it
knows its way around the USDA bu-
reaucracy. That means these hardwork-
ing, deeply informed leaders are not
going quietly.

Indeed, Thicke and his ROP col-
league, Dave Chapman, recently shared
a 45-minute conference call with Secre-
tary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack to dis-

I fup is up and down is down, it

cuss USDA’s weakening organic stan-
dards and its failure to enforce required
rules for “mega-producers” of organic
milk, egg, poultry, fruit and vegetable
production.

“The Secretary knew the issues very
well,” relates Thicke in an early June
telephone interview, “and he knew that
many organic farmers have real prob-
lems with how USDA is administering
the program.”

Vilsack’s biggest concern, however,
wasn’t what could be done about
USDA’s increased accommodation of
“big operators,” relates Thicke. Instead
it was how the rise of the Real Organic
Project would “confuse consumers in
the marketplace.”

Vilsack told the farmers that organics
needed “one brand” and that the rise of

the Real Organic Project and its own élanb
label will lead to the rise of the “Real uebert
Real Organic Project and then the Real

Real Real Organic Project.” To fight the

“And he might be right,” concedes

Thicke.

changes, Thicke
“But what he (Vilsack) gets wrong is g

that organic is not a ‘brand’ to most and nearly
farmers. It’s a philosophy, a life, a way

to farm that hopes to leave everyone 1,000 other
and everything better off—the soil, our .
health, the animals, our surrounding organic

communities.”

That belief, that vision “...can’t just be
a ‘USDA brand’ if much of today’s
‘USDA Organic’ milk and eggs and
chicken comes from what are, essen-
tially, CAFOs,” concentrated animal
feeding operations, says Thicke.

Sure, he points out, changes to
USDA'’s organic production standards
have “gotten us more food on the shelf
that is certified as organic, the big goal
of Big Ag. What it hasn’t gotten us,
however, is better food on the shelf or
more organic farmers putting it there.”

Thicke and Chapman are hopeful that
ROP can gain enough membership to
challenge USDA as the go-to source for
“real” organic food. It will be a long,
tough uphill slog, though.

Still, organic food isn’t about “brand-
ing” or politics, he says. “It’s about how
we grow our food. That’s as important
as what we eat.”

producers have
formed their
own “real’
organic project
called, cleverly,
the Real
Organic
Project, or ROP.

ALAN GUEBERT publishes a weekly column Farm
and Food File through the U.S. and Canada. Past
columns, events and contact information are posted
at farmandfoodfile.com. Contact Alan Guebert by
email at agcomm@farmandfoodfile.com.
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June I1s a time to recognize the dairy cow and producer

nce again, we have the
O honor of celebrating June
Dairy Month, an event that
started in 1939. While we have
fewer dairymen in Kentucky than in
the past, our dairy farmers still pro-
duced 940 million pounds of milk
worth $175 million in 2020.
Dairymen work every day to pro-

raised on a dairy farm and have
worked with milk cows my entire
life. I cannot put a dollar figure on
all that I owe a cow. Dairy cows are
a tremendous asset to the human
race. Think about a 12-to 1,400-
pound animal who eats 120 pounds
of feed per day, drinks 40-50 gallons
of water per day, maintains her
body, grows a baby calf inside her
and above all else, produces 10 gal-
lons of milk every day. I consider
her amazing, and she does this by
eating feeds that we humans cannot
eat and digest.

Needless to say, I love milk prod-
ucts and cows, but today, I want to
also highlight the people who bring
us this wonderful food product.

Dairy people are producers.
Thank goodness for all the folks in
the service world, but we are pro-
ducers, and our profession is one
we should always be proud of. 1
used to meet people who would say,
I am just a dairyman, but the truth
is they are a professional food pro-
ducer, using the latest technology,

science and management practices.
We not only manage the check-
book, furnish jobs, contribute in a
big way to the local economy, but
we have to be a husbandry expert
in taking care of our cows and
heifers. People often ask me why I
love cows so much and I have an
easy answer... They respond to the
care you give them and best of all,
they do not talk back to you, they
just do their job.

The cow is special, but dairy farm-
ers are more special. Just think
about Covid last year when every-
thing shut down, the dairyman
never stopped working. We went to
the barn every day and did our
chores. Our offices never closed.
No stopping for holidays, no
weather interruptions, just good
clean hard work 24/7, 365.

I would be remiss if I did not
show my appreciation for the people
who work alongside us. This in-
cludes our farm help, milk truck
drivers, feed company employees,
the veterinarian, the Al technician

and all other support industries who
worked every day as well.

Lastly, I must thank our con-
sumers. Thank you to the milk
processors, the grocers, restaurants
and everyone who brings our prod-
ucts to the consumer. We must
have folks buy our products, so it is
a circle that involves so many. Dur-
ing this June Dairy Month, we are
proud of our profession, producing
a wonderfully nutritious food. The
times are challenging. We face low
milk prices, constant price volatility,
high feed costs, lack of competition
among available markets to buy our
milk, farm to market hauling issues,
capital expense and labor issues.
We face these issues, but through it
all, dairy farmers persevere and de-
serve our support, honor and re-
spect.

Once again, thank you con-
sumers. We will continue this wor-
thy endeavor of producing milk.
Join me in raising a glass of milk to
celebrate June Dairy Month.

Growing up with Pride

KENTUCKY 4., e the delicious, nutritious milk
DEVELIIPII::EIII\;# that we consider nature’s most com-
coungl,  Pete food: .
EXECUTIVE Just think about it — where else
DIRECTOR ~ Can you find a food that tastes so
good in a glass or on your cereal
and also can be made into cheese,
HH cottage cheese, butter, sour cream,
Barlow coffee creamer, yogurt and best of
all, ice cream. Furthermore, we ex-
port milk powder to underdevel-
oped countries all over the world for
infant formula and whole milk pow-
der for their protein needs. Even
baby pigs need milk that is made
into whey powder for their starter
feeds.
Let us take a moment to acknowl-
edge the dairy cow. I was born and
FROM PAGE 4

because I'm not sure adult me would
EVER.

I missed my first National Farm Ma-
chinery Show this year because of
Covid. I refuse to count it as being
missed though, because it didn’t occur,
so therefore, I can proudly claim I
haven’t missed a Farm Show since birth.
Some girls look forward to spring break
or summer vacation, this girl looks for-
ward to Farm Show and tractor pulls
(and let’s be honest, that fact hasn’t
changed).

There is Rae Wagoner, who likes to re-
mind my mother she (Mom) didn’t like
her when she first met her (Rae — Mom
loves her now!), and anyone who is
going to give my Mom as hard a time
about things as I do is always going to
be one of my favorites.

Thanks for always picking up right
where we left off, sister, thanks for the
hilarious Facebook posts that make me
smile on rough days and for the encour-
aging ones you always seem to post on
days when I'm down. And let’s not forget
our shared love of Dachshunds. Anyone

who loves those dogs as much as me is
good people in my book.

There is Allison Shepherd, who some-
times feels like a second mom when she
is reminding me to behave while out at
places. It’s okay though, I probably need
the reminder and she always gives the
very best hugs. Thank you for my very
first tractor pull tickets ever. If not for
you and Doug I wouldn’t have known
just what I was missing.

And of course, last but certainly not
least, is Dale Dobson. Imagine my first
impression when he said, “Is this the kid
I'm going to be throwing under a tractor
and getting bloody?”

Turns out Mom failed to tell me she
had volunteered me for a Dobson proj-
ect, so he made quite the first impres-
sion. Now I proudly claim the title
“rent-a-kid” and wouldn’t trade my time
with Dale for the world. It shaped me; it
gave me more experiences than I can
ever begin to explain and led me down a
career path I will forever be thankful for.

It’s crazy to think of the ways The
Farmer’s Pride has impacted my life
choices. After the first time Dale threw

me under a tractor I caught a bug that
led me to becoming an EMT. After be-
coming an EMT I decided to get a part-
time job as a 911 dispatcher and
eventually decided to do that full time. I
became a supervisor of a neighboring
911 center and put my heart and soul
into my job, but life changes came and it
was time to come home.

That’s what The Farmer’s Pride has al-
ways been to me — home. It's where my
friends are, it’s where my family is, it’s
what I know. And it is so very nice to be
home.

Happy 32nd birthday to The Farmer’s
Pride. Thank you for always being there,
thank you for the experiences, thank
you for the love shown and felt growing
up.

And to all of the supporters I have met
along the way, thank you. You shaped
my childhood, you gave me experiences
that most will never be able to claim. I
love each and every one of you. I look
forward to seeing you at trade shows
and catching up when it’s been a year. I
love hearing about your families and
seeing all of the changes that have oc-

Dale Dobson and me at my first “rent-a-
kid” endeavor.

curred since the last time we met.

I have cried with you over family
dairies being shut down, I have smiled
with you over new babies and grandba-
bies, I have mourned the loss of your
family members when I hear they have
gone and I have celebrated weddings
and anniversaries.

I will never be able to fully thank you
for the impact you have had and I will
never be able to fully explain what each
and everyone of you mean, so all I can
say, is thank you.
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Dream bhlossoms with strong strawherrv season

Ever since Brandt Roddy received a
red tricycle peddle tractor from his
grandmother, he has wanted to farm.
Growing up, his parents talked about
“buying some land,” but it never hap-
pened. As a teenager, he worked on
farms, which fueled his passion for farm-
ing.

Roddy went to college in engineering
and became a road and bridge construc-
tion inspector for the state of Kentucky.
He settled in his hometown of Frankfort
and started his family.

But as his wife, Debbie noted, “His de-
sire to farm was always present.”

In 2004, he and Debbie bought 75
acres of a dairy farm on Benson Pike in
Shelby County and named it Morgan
Rae after their daughters. They raised
one crop of tobacco.

“We finally settled on strawberries,”
Brandt explained, “because no one else
had strawberries.”

The Morgan Rae farming operation is
a shared passion. Debbie doesn’t have a
farm background either but explained
their strawberry operation in tandem
with her husband. Their philosophy is
doing and learning.

The Roddys didn’t know anything
about raising strawberries but read a
great deal and joined the Kentucky
Strawberry Growers Association. They
learned about commercial strawberry
production and made lifelong friends.

They sold their first strawberry har-
vest at a Frankfort farmers’ market in
2006 and soon learned from other grow-
ers there were better production meth-
ods.

They quickly moved away from grow-
ing “matted strawberries,” allowing run-
ners to branch out and fill the rows,
which made weed control virtually im-
possible. They moved to plastic culture
with a drip irrigation system and in-
creased their plants from 500 to 1500.

Brandt and Debbie and their daugh-
ters commuted 17 miles to the farm
every afternoon. They found it challeng-
ing to farm long distance and considered
moving to the farm, but because their
daughters were in middle and high
school at the time, they didn’t want to re-
locate them to new schools.

“See those rows of strawberries?” Deb-
bie said as she pointed to the current
strawberry patch. “That’s where our
house was to be built.”

Brandt and Debbie realized they
couldn’t “get it done” on the farm and

work full time, and both retired in 2016.
Debbie was a civil engineer. As Brandt
put it, the farm became their “full-time
job,” and they concentrated on produc-
ing for the Frankfort farmers’ market.

Since 2016 they have increased their
plants from 1500 to 3000. In 2020, cus-
tomers wanted more strawberries than
Morgan Rae could produce.

“I said okay, and we planted more, and
this has been the best season ever,”
Brandt said, as they increased their
plants to 5000 for the 2021 season.

Why has this year been so much bet-
ter?

“We don’t do things perfectly but have
just done a lot of things right,” Debbie
said.

That “doing things right” begins in the
fall. Commercial producers do not use
current beds a second year. Around the
second week of September, new plants
are set using a commercial planter, not
unlike a tobacco setter.

Next comes what some might call “just
knowing when” management. The
strawberries must be covered when they
go dormant in the winter. As Debbie
pointed out, last fall was warm and dry,
and they didn’t want to cover in Novem-
ber, which is typical. Waiting until later
proved to be an excellent management
decision.

“Of course, when we did decide to
cover in December, it was cold with 30
miles per hour wind,” she laughed.

Strawberries are very temperature
sensitive and when to uncover is another
one of those management decisions.

Debbie said strawberry plants them-
selves could withstand temperatures as
low as zero degrees, but buds, blooms,
and berries each have a different low
temperature, critical to the production.

“Blooms are the most delicate and can
only survive at 30 degrees, while berries
at okay at 28 degrees, and buds survive
at a much colder temperature. In early
spring, plants may have blooms and
buds at the same time,” Debbie said.

Once the beds are uncovered in early
spring, a spring cold snap brings the row
covers back over the rows. The 2021
row cover investment provides 3-5 de-
grees above outside temperatures.

Bird netting was another 2021 invest-
ment that proved to be a good decision.
Brandt said that predominately Robins
were sitting on the fence licking their
chops just waiting to peck one hole in a
ripe berry.

Roddy famlly members f||| buckets that are going to the Frankfort Farmers Market the

next day.

While Morgan Rae Farm has had a
bumper crop of large juicy strawberries,
their biggest management issue has
been labor.

“No one wants to work,” Debbie said.
“It's been very hard for three people to
pick the 5000 plants, and some have
gone to waste because we can’t get them
picked as fast as we need to.”

As Brandt rounded up his picking
crew made up of family members, he

showed off a huge ripe strawberry. He
remarked again about the successful
year they were completing, harvesting
at least a quart of berries per plant.

‘While good management practices are
important, Brandt emphasized the
farm’s soil.

“This is great soil. We have never fer-
tilized — things grow,” he said.

By Toni Riley

Field Reporter

Leven-38
Drexalin Plus
Plucker Plus

Continental Industries, Inc.

® Drexel Chemical Company
Sucker Stuff HC
Super Sucker Stuff
Sucker Plucker

Transplanter Moly

¢ Continental Float, Plant & Garden Ag Covers

¢ Continental Mud & Erosion Control Fabric

¢ Continental Straw Blankets and Sod Staples

¢ Bridon/Fabpro Plastic Baler Twine and Bale-Lok Plus Net Wrap

For Further Information on Distribution, contact:

Jim Hamilton

P.O. Box 865 ¢ Shepherdsville, Ky. 40165
(502) 543-2600 ¢ jchamilton@windstream.net
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The Triumphant Tongue

A Greek philosopher asked his attendant to
prepare a dinner for his closest friends. He
advised him to “prepare your best meal for
my distinguished guests.”

On the day before the banquet, he asked,
“What are you going to serve my friends?”

“Tongue,” he replied.

With curiosity he asked, “Why tongue?”

“Well, my lord, tongue is my best meal.
With it we may bring happiness, dispel sor-
row, remove despair and inspire others,” he
said quietly.

A few days later the philosopher went
again to his attendant and said, “I want you to
prepare your worst meal for my guests next
week.”

On the day before the banquet, he asked
the same question, “What are you going to
serve my guests?”

“Tongue,” was the reply.

“Tongue?” he asked in amazement. “You
said that tongue was your best meal. Now it’s
your worst.”

“Yes,” said the attendant. “With the tongue
we break hearts, destroy reputations, pro-
mote discord and begin wars.”

David said, “The righteous will ‘use their
tongues’ to rejoice in the Lord and take
refuge in Him. All the upright in heart will
glory in Him.”

James said, “No human being can tame the
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poi-

”»

son.

The tongue: It can be used to honor, praise,
and glorify God or used to destroy others.

Visit us at SowerMinistries.com

Want to share your
favorite recipe on

Homeline?

Send it to

toni@farmlandpub.com, mail it to
P.O. Box 159 or call

270-384-9454 and ask for Toni.
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Birthday Cake Batter Ice Cream

2 cups heavy whipping cream

1 cup whole milk

1 (14-ounce) can sweetened condensed milk
1 1/2 tablespoons cake batter extract

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1/4 cup sprinkles of choice '45\* o A
4 store bought vanilla cupcakes, frosting removed and T ﬁ, -
crumbled o SN s
¥ R -
J 5 -..}-.I.I-
Whisk heavy whipping cream, milk and sweetened con- o R f.ﬁ Y
densed milk, stirring until well combined. Stir in extracts. ‘ RN

Pour mixture into freezer canister of ice cream maker ac-
cording to your ice maker’s instructions. Before transfer-
ring out of freezer canister, pour in sprinkles and let mix
for another 2 minutes. Transfer the ice cream to a freezer-
safe container with lid, gently stir in crumbled cupcakes.
Cover, place in freezer and allow it to harden for at least 4 .
hours or overnight. = -

Summer Berry Cobbler

A

4 cups mixed berries

2 tablespoon lemon juice

4 1 tablespoon lemon zest

1 cup milk

1/2 cup butter, melted

1 1/2 cups sugar, divided

1 cup all-purpose flour

2 teaspoons baking powder

1/2 teaspoon salt

2 cups heavy whipping cream

1 tablespoon confectioners’ sugar
1 tablespoon ground cardamom

Preheat oven to 350°F.

| Place berries in a large mixing bowl. Add 1/2 cup sugar,
[lemon juice and zest. Stir until well combined. Set aside to
- rest for about 5 minutes.

Meanwhile, place milk and butter in a microwave-safe
container and cook on HIGH just until butter is melted, about 1 minute. Stir until well combined. In a medium mixing
bowl, whisk together flour, remaining 1 cup sugar, baking powder and salt. Gradually pour in milk and butter mixture,
whisking until smooth.

Pour batter into a 13-x 9-inch baking dish, then spoon berries evenly on top. If desired, sprinkle top with about 2 table-
spoons of sugar. Bake at 350° for 45-50 minutes or until crust is golden brown. While cobbler is baking, pour the heavy
cream into a non-reactive metal or glass bowl. Add confectioners’ sugar and whip on medium speed with electric mixer
until soft peaks form. Sprinkle in cardamom and whip again until stiff peaks form. Cover and refrigerate until ready to
serve. Serve cobbler warm or at room temperature with the spiced whipped cream.

Recipes courtesy of The Dairy Alliance

%EW Thank o Dairy Farmer!
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Barry Alexander, farm manager for Cundiff Farms,
showed off many of his conservation and energy-effi-
cient practices. Cabinet for Energy and the Environment
Secretary Rebecca Goodman was particularly impressed
with Alexander’s use of solar panels to power his grain
handling system, as well as employee housing and sell-
ing excess power back to the grid.

Farmers are the original conservationists. They are
stewards of the land, striving for continuous improve-
ment and endeavoring to leave the land better than
they found it.

Unfortunately, farmers are also some of the most
modest people around. They go about their chosen
path without a great deal of fanfare, and some might
say that, in doing so, the agriculture community
doesn’t always do a great job of telling its story.

Farmers representing the Kentucky Soybean Board
and Association, Kentucky Corn Growers and the Ken-
tucky Small Grain Growers Association hosted a two-
day “show and tell” farm tour for guests from the
Kentucky Cabinet for Energy and the Environment
earlier this week. Cabinet Secretary Rebecca Good-
man was accompanied on the tour by Deputy Secre-
tary John Lyons, Deputy Commissioner of the
Department for Environmental Protection Amanda
Lefever, and Executive Advisor Anne Marie Franklin.

Tour stop hosts included Commonwealth Agri-En-
ergy, which manufactures ethanol in Hopkinsville,
Joseph Sisk of Sisk Farms in Hopkinsville, Barry
Alexander of Cundiff Farms in Cadiz, Josh Lancaster of
Hust Farms in Sebree, Ryan Bivens of Fresh Start
Farms in Hodgenville, Caleb Ragland of Shady Rest
Farms in Magnolia, and Richard Preston of Preston
Farms in Glendale. Numerous other farmer-leaders
joined the group at the various stops.

The Secretary and her traveling companions were
impressed by the in-depth understanding and imple-
mentation of complex conservation best management
practices used by the farmers. The advanced technol-
ogy employed by farmers was also of great interest.
While Secretary Goodman was raised on a small farm
in Scott County, she said that she now realizes that her
family farmed to feed the children, and “what I saw
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today was on a completely different scale, and it bog-
gles the mind.”

“The people I met today are smart, they are commit-
ted, and they are doing a good job,” she said, in com-
ments made to numerous University of Kentucky
research and extension personnel during an evening
meeting at the Hardin County Extension Office. “We
learned a lot today, and our minds are blown.”

Secretary Goodman said that she heard a lot about
water, runoff, water quality, and sustainability, and that
it was easy to see that the agriculture organizations
work very well together.

Deputy Secretary Lyons was just as impressed with
the farmers themselves as he was with the massive
equipment and advanced precision ag technology.

“Hearing terms like carbon sequestration, steward-
ship and sustainability being talked about by these
farmers in everyday conversation was exciting to me,”
Lyons said.

He has been with the Cabinet for more than 30 years
and said that he didn’t know if those terms were even
being talked about at the farm level 15 years ago.

JUNE17,2021 | S

grain farmers host environmental tour

From “show and tell” about water quality sampling
projects to solar panels powering grain systems to nu-
trient management of manure from a large-scale com-
mercial hog operation, the secretary and her team
were able to see for themselves not only the science
but the personal stories behind these farming opera-
tions and their practices.

Secretary Goodman said that her takeaway from the
tour was that, “our goals are the same. We have
learned so much, and we appreciate this behind-the-
scenes look at what you do, and we know that what we
do in Frankfort affects real people.”

The host organizations were pleased with the results
of the tour, and especially with the relationships that
were established. Relationships open doors to conver-
sations, and having the Secretary of Energy and the
Environment on these family farms, seeing the prac-
tices and technology that are being used to raise food,
feed, and fuel in environmentally responsible ways is
one of the best conversations that could result from
such an event.

KENTUCKY AG

SERVICES DIRECTORY

Need to Refinance Your Farm or Ranch Loan?
GONTACT US TODAY!

(888) 398-4119 » www.ffb1.com
@ FIRST FINANCIAL BANK

Farm and Ranch Division

MEMBER

n u FDIC uuuuu

Kentucky Aquaculture
Association

502-782-4104

111 Corporate Dr.
Frankfort, KY 40601

Denise Jones

Farmear Asla

i
tll rn---
djonesEthadalryall

THE DAIRY
ALLIANCE

Drew Graham
Executive Vice President

Mark Haney
President

9201 Bunsen Parkway - Louisville, KY 40220
502-495-5000
kyfb com

Ky. Poultry Federation/

Ky. Egg Council
2248 University Station + Murray, KY 42071 ¢
Ph. 270-404-2277 ; -F:?

jouffey @ kypoultry.org o ?l_‘r'
“Poultry & Eggs - #1 Ag Commodiyy” 2 J!

Wrepportorg Kesibuoky 5 Sone fndestrg™

Kentucky Pork Producers
Association

Bonnie Jolly
1110 Hawkins Drive
Elizabaethtown, KY 42701
270-737-5665

KEN"Q&E%*\
Fron) \
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POEK PRODUCERS

KDDC

Kentucky Dairy
Development Council
176 Pasadena Drive - Lexinglon, KY 40503
H.H. Barlow, III, director
Phone: (859) 516-1128 - Fax: (859) 260-2060

Email: kddo@ kydalr.org - wwwaw kvdaing org

AWMP<

AGRICULTURE WORKFORCE
PMAMNAGEMENT AsSsOClATION

Phone: B58-233-7845 = email: h2Za@awmalabor.com
www.awmalabaor.com
1510 Newtown Pike, Ste. 110 - Lexington, KY 40511
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LIVESTOCK BREEDER DIRECTORY
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REGISTERED ANGUS

CAMPBELLSVILLE, KENTUCKY
Ben T. Cox, D.V.M.

270-469-5517

r A AR A A

SAFETY ZONE

C ALF CHERS
F.-",.-’J..A

The Cattlemens Friend
Harry Rogers

3460 Old Franklin Rd. * Scottsville, KY 42164
270-622-9337 * amosuh60a@nctc.com

S$t. Clair Farms
Registered Angus
Eric & Sherry St. Clair

Registered Angus Cell 270-617-1079

13433 Falls of Rough Rd.
Falls of Rough, KY 40119

stclairangus.com

DI AMOND F oundation
S MIKF Gienctics
= Bulls:

Registered Angus, Chiangus & Chimaine Cattle
BREEDING STOCK & YOUTH CATTLE
719 Qil Field Rd. « Horse Cave, KY 42749

270-786-2020 - 270-404-5304
Joe & Mary Kete Kerdes Fim & Wondse Quigping

KY Dealer

I facetmak:

Jerry & Judy Rank/n

Purebred Angus Bulls
18 — 20 months e fertilty tested

Jerry | 859-319-1400 « Judy | 859-583-1400
Danville, KY

Isaacs Angus

Tim & Ann Marie Isaacs
809 Glen Logsdon Rd. * Horse Cave, KY 42749
270-528-5486 - 270-528-1946

Matt Isaacs - 270-774-5486

Quality Alfalfa Hay
Registered Angus Cows For Sale
Registered Angus Bulls - Service Age

STAR ﬁ FARM

Black Simmental Callle

Juoes . Covoger Jell Ui Jamoes Ceoamer
H205 Tompzinavillz R 120 Sourcs Fak Rd. BE] 2Tk A
I.::l:lxglm.'. EY 4%121 il I, R TEl T S0, Tt 30520
ATU-AET-2M I"I}-"!Jlkl.l,a G- M- B8 T

e-mail: jenomerEserte.com

Ll 1509
Srchachoh, Kentucky

REGISTERED HOLSTEIN CATTLE

EHA 28300m 1056F 868p
Fegistarad Yearling Bulls Always Available

Chris Robey
270-726-5543

Adam Robey
270-726-0494

Danny Miller

and
Polled Herefords Trent Miller

LINEERED VICTOR DOMING CATTLE

¥ BULLS FOR SALE

jmsvictordomino.com

270-465-6984 * 270-566-2694  270-566-2000
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The Forage g
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By Jimmy Henning

Recently I had the chance to learn
from one of the best hay producers in
Kentucky when I spent a morning on
the Geralds Farm, owned and operated
by Clayton Geralds, his son Chris and
their family. Clayton started farming
with a few dairy cows after growing up
on a dairy and tobacco farm. After some
tough years (‘nearly starving to death’
Clayton says), he started growing and
marketing high quality hay.

Success was not instantaneous. Ini-
tially, Clayton sold hay that would work
for nearby dairies. “They were the peo-
ple I knew,” he said. After making some
particularly good hay one year, Clayton
decided he wanted to ‘go to Lexington’
and try his hand at marketing to horse
farms. So he took four of his best bales
and made stops at different horse farms.
After a few stops, he saw that he was not
producing the kind of hay that would
work in the horse market. So he took
his bales back home and started doing
homework on how to ‘do things better.’
Which is a phrase Clayton uses a lot.

Clayton is a quick study. He started
going to the Kentucky Alfalfa Confer-
ence in 1983 and has missed few since.
He has been on hay farms in almost
every western state and has been a long-
time member of the National Hay Asso-
ciation and the Kentucky and American
Forage and Grassland Councils.

Clayton sure makes growing hay seem
easy. The more you know about all he
does to harvest high quality hay in Ken-
tucky’s variable weather you realize it is
anything but easy. In all Clayton has
about 1000 acres of alfalfa, alfalfa-or-
chardgrass and timothy, all for hay pro-
duction. Last year (a bad year), Clayton
and his family put up 137,000 square
bales of hay, all targeted to the South-
eastern horse market. And they almost
never touch a bale.

You read that right, they almost never
touch a bale. When Clayton tells you
that, you start to realize that he has
taken hay production to a level like few
others. Here are a few examples of his
systemic approach to hay making. Clay-
tons family and crew run seven balers,
which he calls the most important part

THE FARMER’S PRIDE

of his operation. Each baler has a differ-
ent color twine so if they start having
problems with bales, they know immedi-
ately which baler needs attention. Run-
ning a baler is the top job on the Geralds
Farm.

Clayton has the bale process down to a
science. Actually more like a mathemati-
cal equation. Clayton makes his bales 35
inches long plus or minus one inch. To
do this, he adjusts his baler speed and
windrow density so that there are 14 to
16 plunger strokes per bale.

Because each bale is nearly identical
in size, each bale wagon load of hay has
identical dimensions and they stand up
well in the barn. Even better, those bale
wagon loads of 108 bales fit perfectly in
a homemade pusher/loader that scoots
six stacks into enclosed van trailers for
shipping.

Clayton’s system for trailer loading is
so refined that for the last 300 loads they
have shipped, they put exactly 648 bales
on the trailer. That is six stacks of 108
bales. 648. Exactly. 300 times in a row.
And they did not touch a bale. I just find
that amazing.

Clayton is open about his past mis-
takes.

“In 2020 we did not cut the first field
until June” Clayton said, “because it was
raining every day.”

He admits that what he should have
done was to cut anyway, and roll it and
wrap it for round bale silage. Cutting
anyway would have set have set up a bet-
ter second cutting. Instead Clayton says
they made a lot of hay that was ‘just not
very good.’

This year, he cut down 150 acres in
April and rolled it and wrapped it to set
up a good (and early) cutting. He was
even able to square bale some of that
April cutting, and it would compare well
to almost anybody’s best. And those
early cut fields looked great when I was
on the farm in late May and should
make a great second cutting.

Clayton is quick to help others. He is
helping his son Chris grow his own
farming operation. He hires locally, both
young and old. He helps young produc-
ers get started in the hay business. I
wanted to know more about this, so I
challenged him that what he was doing
(helping others get started etc.) did not
advance Geralds Farms. Clayton was
quick to disagree.

“I think we are all in this together, and
we should help each other,” Clayton
said. And that is what he does.
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Taking hay to a new Ievel
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Two balers making alfalfa hay on the Geralds Farm in Hart County. Clayton and hIS
family have developed a highly mechanized haying operation that focuses on produc-
ing high quality alfalfa and alfalfa-orchardgrass hay for the horse market.

Clayton answers most questions with a
story. Clayton is a big believer in good
soil fertility, applying 60 pounds of nitro-
gen, 80 pounds of phosphorus and 300
pounds of potassium annually for a cost
of $150 per acre. When asked about how
he could afford to fertilize his hay fields
so much, he says at his level of fertiliza-
tion he only needs 25 extra bales to pay

for the fertilizer. “You can’t make me be-
lieve that fertilizer won’t make me a
whole lot more than 25 extra bales per
acre,” he says.

Clayton makes haymaking look decep-
tively easy. Maybe, if I really work at it,
could land a spot on his hay crew and
work my way up to ‘baler.” Maybe.

Happy Foraging.

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS GET

s500 BONUS CASH “#

Don't forget about the Bullt Ford Tough Sweepstakes!™
Text the word SWEEPS to 46786 to enter!
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Wanted: Blue ribbon winners

for Kentucky State Fair

The Kentucky State Fair welcomes Deadlines for Entries to the Fair

competitors of all ages to submit entries General July 8

and compete for cash prizes and the General (with late fee) July 10

more than 5,000 blue ribbons awarded Open and 4-H/

at the annual festival August 19-29. FFA Youth Livestock July 10
Competitors can choose from 31 de- Pigeon and Poultry July 19

partments — including culinary, an- Rabbit July 19

tiques, livestock, homebrew beer,
photography and textiles — which are
further divided into 7,000 total classes of
competition.

Extra Late Open Livestock

(with late fee) Aug. 3

For additional information about en-
tries, fees, categories, prizes and more,
refer to the Kentucky State Fair pre-
mium book online atkystatefair.org/par-
ticipate/compete.

1AGRONOMY

ONE.

Nutrient Management Planning in Kentucky

J CAP* 102 - Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan
for confined livestock operations

CAP* 104 - Nutrient Management for cropland

J CAP* 114 - Integrated Pest Management
* Canservation Activity Plan practice, as part of N.A.C.S. EQIP program

Ronan Cummins
Technical Service Provider to
Kentucky N.R.C.S. since 2004
* 21 years of experience in service to Kentucky agriculture ®
(270) 313-1101 * ronan@agronomyone.com

Owensboro, KY

Call Hailey today to get in the next issue of The

Farmer’s Pride!

Call - 270-384-9454

Open Livestock (with late fee) July 25

HUNT AUCTION

SATURDAY, JUNE 19™ - 10:03am
HWY 127 & Damron Creek Rd, Russell Springs
SELLING ABSOLUTE - ONLINE AND ON SITE

40.13*- ACRES - 7 TRACTS
THOMAS R. HUNT
HUNT

AUCTIONEERS

Aesthetically pleasing
rolling hillsides
offering forever views
and outstanding
small acreage
building tracts for
anyone desiring a
little extra elbow
room, enough space
"2 for the kids to roam,
or a garden or a
small farm.

This property is an
excellent investment
opportunity and is
extremely promising
for the savvy investor
or entrepreneur.

Terms- 10% buyers premium will be
added to bid price to determine contract
sale price. A $3000 down payment will be
required for each parcel upon signing of
the sales and purchase agreement upon
conclusion of the sale with the balance
due on or before 30 days at closing.

Tommy Hunt
270-745-9900
SELLWITHHUNT.COM
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New state laws go
into effect June 29

Most new laws approved during the
Kentucky General Assembly’s 2021 ses-
sion will go into effect on Tuesday, June
29.

The Kentucky Constitution specifies
that new laws take effect 90 days after
the adjournment of the legislature un-
less they have a special effective date,
are general appropriations measures, or
include an emergency clause that makes
them effective immediately upon becom-
ing law. Final adjournment of the 2021
Regular Session occurred on March 30,
making June 29 the effective date for
most bills.

Laws taking effect that day include
measures on the following topics:

Kentucky-grown products. Senate Bill
102 will include Asian Carp, paddlefish,
or sturgeon in the definition of “Ken-
tucky-grown agricultural product”.

¢ Livestock. House Bill 229 will
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make someone guilty of criminal mis-
chief for intentionally or wantonly caus-
ing damage to livestock.

e Illegal dumping. Senate Bill 86 will
designate 100 percent of a new open
dumping fine to be paid to the county
where the violation occurred.

e U.S. Senators. Senate Bill 228 will
change the way vacancies are filled for a
U.S. senator from Kentucky. The bill will
require the governor to select a replace-
ment from a list of three nominees se-
lected by the same political party of the
departing senator.

e Worker safety regulations. House
Bill 475 will prohibit, starting on July 1,
the Kentucky Occupational Safety and
Health Standards Board from adopting
or enforcing occupational safety and
health administrative regulations that

SEE NEW, PAGE 14

LIVE AUCTION & WEBCAST

JOHN LYNCH FARM

972 CLYDESDALE DRIVE in GRAYSON, KENTUCKY 41143

TUESDAY, JUNE 29™ AT 10AM ET

INSPECTION: DAY PRIOR TO AUCTION FROM 9AM - 4PM
PURCHASED NEW | STORED INSIDE | OWNER OPERATED

(5) DEERE & FORD Farm Tractors * (5) DEERE, SCAG & Other Mowers ¢« CAT 304C Mini
Excavator « CAT D4C Track Dozer « GENIE S-40 4X4 Boom Lift « BOBCAT 843 Skid Steer

(2) DEERE 460M & 467 MW Round Hay Balers « DEERE 328 Square Baler « (2) DEERE 946 &
530 Moco & (1) ROWSE 10' Hay Cutter ¢ (3) Tedders - New as 2015 - AERWAY 10' & DEERE
8250 Cultivators « DEERE HX20 & BUSH HOG 2615 Bat Wing Rotary Cutters - VERMEER
VR1224 Bat Wing Rake « Farm Implements & Attachments

(10+/-) Trailers to 26' x 7', New As 2018 - Gooseneck, Dump Bed, Round Bale, Horse Trailer
(FEATHERLITE, MORITZ, TRAIL BOSS, LAMAR & Other) ¢ (5) Hay Wagons

(3) DEERE Gators - (2019) XUV865R, (2018) XUV825M S4, (2018) XUV855M « 2012
POLARIS RZR 800 « (7) Round Bale Feeders ¢« CAT Generator + Lawn Maintenance

2013 CHEVROLET LTZ Suburban * 2002 BORGET Fat Daddy Chopper + 2012 HD Screamin
Eagle Dresser Motorcycle « 1900's Carriage Wagon (restored) & Much More!

Buyer's Premium: 15% Onsite, 18% Online with bidspotter.com or proxibid.com
Myron C. Bowling, Principal Auctioneer - Lic. #255705

== |MYRON BOWLING
'—AUCTIONEERS, INC.

913/138-3311 | myronbowling.com

=
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¥ BANE-WELKER
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. Hard Work. Innova

For nearly 55 years, we have served our communities,
partnered with customers, farmed our own land and helped
you farm yours.

Like all farmers, we've celebrated, suffered, rejoiced, had
good years and bad, and we remain steadfast with our
efforts.

We are farmers, friends, family, innovators. We are young,
older and everything in between. We are real. We are honest,
hard-working, committed, & transparent,

We value our people, hard work, and our customers. In every
sense, we are 100% employee-owned and 100%
customer-focused.

Together, we will make a positive impact on our customers,
our communities and ourselves. We are Bane-Welker.

With over 300 employees ready to serve you. Come see us at
any of our 15 locations. We are Bane-Welker, your partner in
Agriculture.

Circleville, OH Crawfordsville, IN Eaton, OH Georgetown, OH La Crosse, IN
(T40) 4742181 (765) 866,0253 [937) 4566381 [937) 378 4880 [219) 754.2423
Lebanon, IN Pendleton, IN Plain City, OH Plymouth, IN Remington, IN
[T65) 4812303 (765 77815991 [740) 3631341 (574) 936.2523 [219) 261.4221
Terre Haute, IN Uitica, OH Wilmington, OH Winimac, IN Wingate, IN
(BYZ) 234 2677 74 B32.2831 [937) 382.0941 (574) 46 6188 [7&5) 375.237T0
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into effect June 29

New state laws go

FROM PAGE 13

are more stringent than the correspon-
ding federal provisions.

e Elections. House Bill 574 will make
permanent some of the election proce-
dures implemented last year to accom-
modate voting during the pandemic. The
measure will offer Kentuckians three
days - including a Saturday - leading up
to an election day for early, in-person
voting. It will allow county clerks to con-
tinue to offer ballot drop boxes for those
who do not wish to send their ballots
back by mail. It will also counties to
offer voting centers where any regis-
tered voter in the county could vote.

¢ Ethics. Senate Bill 6 will create
standards for ethical conduct for transi-
tion team members of all newly elected
statewide officeholders. The standards
include identifying any team member
who is or has been a lobbyist. It will re-
quire disclosure of current employment,
board member appointments and any
non-state sources of money received for
their services. It will also prohibit the re-
ceipt of nonpublic information that could
benefit a transition team member finan-
cially.

¢ Late fees. House Bill 272 will allow
water districts to impose a 10 percent
late fee and cut off service for nonpay-
ment of bills. Customers who receive fi-
nancial assistance for their bills are
exempt.

¢ Adoption. House Bill 210 will en-
sure that employers offer parents adopt-
ing a child under the age of ten the same
amount of time off as birth parents.

e Asthma. Senate Bill 127
encourages schools to keep bron-
chodilator rescue inhalers in at least two
locations and will require schools with
inhalers to have policies regarding their
use.

¢ Child and new mother fatali-
ties. House Bill 212 will require data in
an annual state report on fatalities
among children and new mothers to in-
clude information on demographics,
race, income and geography associated
with the fatalities.

¢ Child protection. House Bill 254
will raise the penalty for possession or
viewing of matter portraying a sexual
performance by a minor under the age
of 12 years to a Class C felony. It will
also raise the penalty for the distribution
of matter portraying a sexual perform-
ance of a minor under the age of 12
years to a Class C felony for the first of-
fense and a Class B felony for each sub-

sequent offense.

¢ Child support. House Bill 402 will
revise child support laws to increase the
amount considered flagrant nonsupport
from $1,000 to $2,500.

¢ Education. House Bill 563 will give
families more options when deciding
where to send kids to school and will as-
sist families with the cost of educational
expenses. The bill will allow the use of
education opportunity accounts, a type
of scholarship, for students to attend
out-of-district public schools or obtain
educational materials and supplies. For
students in some of the state’s largest
counties, the scholarship funds could be
used for private school tuition. Individu-
als or businesses who donate to organi-
zations that issue education opportunity
accounts will be eligible for a tax credit.
The legislation will also require a board
of education to adopt a nonresident pupil
policy by July 1, 2022 to govern terms
under which the district allows enroll-
ment of nonresident pupils and includes
those pupils in calculating the district’s
state funding.

¢ Inmate care. Senate Bill 84 will ban
jails, penitentiaries, local and state cor-
rectional facilities, residential centers
and reentry centers from placing in-
mates who are pregnant or within the
immediate postpartum period in restric-
tive housing, administrative segregation,
or solitary confinement. It will grant an
inmate who gives birth 72 hours with a
newborn before returning to the correc-
tional facility and will offer six weeks of
postpartum care. It also mandates that
incarcerated pregnant women have ac-
cess to social workers and any commu-
nity-based programs to facilitate the
placement and possible reunification of
their child.

e Living organ donors. House Bill
75 will prohibit certain insurance cover-
age determinations based upon the sta-
tus of an individual as a living organ
donor. It will also encourage the Cabinet
for Health and Family Services to de-
velop educational materials relating to
living organ donation.

e Medicaid. Senate Bill 55 will pro-
hibit copays for Medicaid beneficiaries.

e Newborn safety. House Bill 155
will allow the use of a “newborn safety
device” when a newborn is being anony-
mously surrendered by a parent at a par-
ticipating staffed police station, fire
station, or hospital. The device allows a
parent surrendering an infant to do so

safely using a receptacle that triggers an
alarm once a newborn is placed inside
so that medical care providers can im-
mediately respond and provide care to
the child.

e Police standards. Senate Bill 80
expands the number of acts considered
professional wrongdoing by police offi-
cers. Such acts include unjustified use of
excessive or deadly force and engaging
in a sexual relationship with a victim.
The bill also will require an officer to in-
tervene when another officer is engag-
ing in the use of unlawful and unjustified
excessive or deadly force. It will also set
up a system for an officer’s automatic
decertification under certain circum-
stances and will prevent an officer from
avoiding decertification by resigning be-
fore an internal investigation is com-
plete.

e Public records. House Bill 312 will
revise the states open records laws. It
will limit the ability of people who do not
live, work or conduct business in Ken-
tucky to obtain records through open
records laws. These restrictions do not

800-489-9454

apply to out-of-state journalists. The leg-
islation specifies that open records re-
quests can be made via email. It also
calls for a standardized form to be devel-
oped for open records request but does
not require its use. It will allow the leg-
islative branch to make final decisions
that can’t be appealed regarding deci-
sions on open records requests it re-
ceives. The bill will allow government
agencies up to five days to respond to
open records requests.

e Sexual abuse. Senate Bill 52 will
amend third-degree rape, third-degree
sodomy and second-degree sexual
abuse statutes so law enforcement offi-
cers could be charged with those crimes
if they engage in sexual acts with a per-
son under investigation, in custody or
under arrest.

e Theft. House Bill 126 will increase
the threshold of felony theft from $500
to $1,000. It will also allow law enforce-
ment to charge members of organized
shoplifting rings with a felony if a mem-
ber steals a total of $1,000 worth of mer-
chandise over 90 days.
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AMERICAN
WOOD FIBERS

390 Warehouse Road
Lebanon, KY 40033

WANTED: Logs and Standing Timber

American Wood Fibers is a manufacturer of
cedar and pine animal bedding products.

Buyers of Red Cedar, Pine
and Low Grade Poplar Logs
and Standing Timber

Interested Land Owners or
Loggers can contact:

502-488-4020

Gerald Beatty
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Thank you

As we take a moment to reflect
on the last 32 vears,
we want to say THANA YOU fo our
loval readers, advertisers,
supporiers and friends.

The
Farmer’s Pride

Celebraling 32 Years as your
hentucky dgriculture Newspaper
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BRID & ONLINE ONLY AUCTIONS.
IE Consultation!
WWwWWw. GoIdenRuIeAuctlon com

Visit us for current REAL ESTATE
listings & upcoming AUCTION events!

270-384-1111 » 1-800-854-9992

GOLDEN RULE-WILSON
Real Estate & Auction #1, LLC

Danny Mouser, Agent & Auctioneer Alex Popplewell, Auctioneer
Troy Coffey, Agent & App. Auctioneer Todd Robertson, App. Auctioneer
Chris Wilson, Broker & Auctioneer

Call Hailey Hare at
270-384-9454 or
text 270-634-4164 to
get your ad in the
Auctioneer Directory
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%
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H. BARRY SMITH
REALTORS AND AUCTIONEERS, LLC

Your full service auction company!

888-631-2746 - 502-633-2746
88 Brunerstown Rd. * Shelbyville, KY
shawn@hbarrysmith.com

BRYANT

REALTY & RUCTION CO.

110 E. Guardian Streat
Columbla, Kentucky 42728

Mobile 270-634-1401
Office 270-384-2973

DALE HAYES : T,
AUCTIONEER -

ales &z uctions

270-384-9454

=

“TARTER

REAL ESTATE & AUCTION CO.
504 31-W BYPASS « BOWLING GREEN

David Tarl:er

) .....- :..".-.:m
Office: 270-781-0001 auct1@aol.com
Cell: 270-791-8601 www.tarteronline.com

E: _-th-'_

KESSLER

AUCTION & REALTY CO.
HOMES + FARMS  ESTATES - PERSONAL PROPERTY
ANTIQUES - FARM MACHINERY - BUSINESS LIQUIDATIONS

304 E Broadway John M. Kessler
Carmpbellsyille, KY Principal Braker - Auctioneer
270-465T051 John ¥Wayne Hessler
wowrw Hassleraustion.com Associate Broker - Auctionesr

For The Best In Suction & Private Bales = “Successfid Avctians Slnce 29387

Roeder Auction Company

1010 Skyline Dr. e ot
| Hopkinsville, KY 42240 - Sa £

‘ Owner: Delbert Roeder
_ Cell 270-881-2610
Office 270-962-7273

Full Staff of Auctioneers and Professional Ringmen
5" Mobile Office ~ Portable Sale Ring ~ Tent i

Real Estate - Livestock - Equipment Auctions

| HALEY

N
-

UCTIONE

Tirn Hitlesy, Princdgal Auctionear
Iichael Mast, Principal Auctionesr
Adam Haley, Princpal Auchionear

¥elvin DeBermy, Principal Auctioneer
Chiris Hatliald, Principal Auctionaer

X Will Gregary, Apprentice Auctoneer
&REALTY

weieiitell (270) 726-2900

aviassaseroas HalayAuctions AndRealty.com
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USDA announces dates for CRP general and grasslands signups

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
has set a July 23, deadline for agricul-
tural producers and landowners to apply
for the Conservation Reserve Program
General signup 56. Additionally, USDA’s
Farm Service Agency will accept appli-
cations for CRP Grasslands from July 12
to August 20.

This year, USDA updated both signup
options to provide great incentives for
producers and increase its conservation
benefits, including reducing the impacts
of climate change.

Both signups are competitive and will
provide for annual rental payments for
land devoted to conservation purposes.

“We are excited to roll out our new
and improved CRP General and Grass-

lands signups,” said FSA Administrator
Zach Ducheneaux. “Bottom line, CRP

now makes more financial sense for pro-

ducers while also providing a bigger re-
turn on investment in terms of natural
resource benefits. The General and
Grasslands signups are part of a
broader suite of tools available through
CRP to integrate key conservation prac-
tices on our nation’s working lands.”

General Signup

Through CRP, producers and
landowners establish long-term, re-
source-conserving plant species, such
as approved grasses or trees, to control
soil erosion, improve water quality, and
enhance wildlife habitat on cropland.
Lands enrolled in CRP also play a key

KAFC approves
almost $1 in loans

The Kentucky Agricultural Finance
Corporation approved $967,643.50 in
seven agricultural loans for projects
across the commonwealth at its board
meeting June 11.

“The investments made by the KAFC
today cover a wide array of projects as
well as many regions of Kentucky,”
Commissioner of Agriculture Dr. Ryan
Quarles said. “In particular, critical in-
vestments were made for the future of
Kentucky agriculture through the Be-
ginning Farmer Loan Program which
helps build a strong pipeline of agricul-
ture leaders for the Commonwealth. I
appreciate all the work done by KAFC
board members to review these applica-
tions.”

Agricultural Infrastructure Loan Pro-
gram

Two Agricultural Infrastructure loans
totaling $150,000 were approved for re-
cipients in Allen ($100,000) and Laurel
(850,000) counties. KAFC participates
with lenders to provide financing to pro-
ducers making capital expenditures for
agricultural projects through the AILP.
Eligible projects include permanent
farm structures with attached equip-
ment that improves the profitability of
farming operations. Producers may be
eligible for up to $150,000 not to exceed
50 percent of the project.

Agricultural Processing Loan Pro-
gram (APLP)

An Agricultural Processing loan total-
ing $200,000 was approved for an opera-
tion in Caldwell County. APLP is
designed to provide loan opportunities
to companies and individuals in Ken-
tucky interested in adding value to Ken-
tucky-grown agricultural commodities
through further processing. Agricul-
tural processors may qualify for financ-
ing for acquisition of equipment,
construction of new facilities, renova-
tion/expansion of existing facilities and
permanent working capital up to 50 per-
cent of the project cost.

Beginning Farmer Loan Program
(BFLP)

Four Beginning Farmer loans totaling
$617,643.50 were approved for recipi-
ents in Lincoln ($250,000), Mercer
(8130,000), Warren ($100,000), and
Wayne ($137,643.50) counties. BFLP is
designed to assist individuals with some
farming experience who desire to de-
velop, expand or buy into a farming op-
eration. Beginning farmers may qualify
for financing to purchase livestock,
equipment or agriculture facilities; to se-
cure permanent working capital; for the
purchase of farm real estate; or to invest
in a partnership or LLC.

role in mitigating impacts from climate
change, and FSA has added a new Cli-
mate-Smart Practice Incentive for prac-
tices that sequester carbon and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

FSA is also adding a one-time “infla-
tionary” adjustment for payment rates,
as well as having more flexibility on ad-
justing soil rental rates.

FSA opened the General Signup in Jan-

uary 2021 and extended the original
deadline to July 23, 2021, to enable pro-
ducers to consider FSA’s new improve-
ments to the program.

Grasslands Signup

CRP Grasslands helps landowners and
operators protect grassland, including
rangeland, and pastureland and certain
other lands, while maintaining the areas
as grazing lands. Protecting grasslands
contributes positively to the economy of
many regions, provides biodiversity of

plant and animal populations, and im-
proves environmental quality.

FSA has updated the Grasslands
Signup to establish a minimum rental
rate of $15 per acre, as well as new Na-
tional Grassland Priority Zones.

How to Sign Up

To enroll in the CRP General signup,
producers and landowners should con-
tact their local USDA Service Center by
the July 23 deadline. To enroll in the
CRP Grasslands signup, contact USDA
by the Aug. 20 deadline. While USDA of-
fices may have limited visitors because
of the pandemic, Service Center staff
continue to work with agricultural pro-
ducers via phone, email, and other digi-
tal tools. To work with FSA, producers
and landowners should contact their
local USDA Service Center. Contact in-
formation can be found at
farmers.gov/service-locator.

ABSOLUTE ONLINE AUCTION

BENTON, KY 42025
On I-69 & Purchase Parkway
= "~ 35,859 FT. INDUSTRIAL

BUILDING & 8.59 ACRES
. FORMER MILLER COUNTRY|
¥ HAMS REFRIGERATED

T e —

FACTORY

BIDDING ENDS MONDAY ~ JUNE 28th at 12 noon

OFFICES - CONFERENCE ROOM - RECEPTION AREA - VAUL

& PRODUCTION ROOMS -

AUTO SPRINKLING SYSTEM

8 FACTORY ROOMS - THERM-L-BOND SS DOORS - NIAGRA
NO-FROST AMMONIA SYSTEM - RAIL & TROLLEY TRACKS -

(3) TRAVAGLINI DRYING & SMOKING STYSTEMS -
COMPRESSORS & PUMP ROOM - CLEAVER & BROOKS BOILER

507 STAINLESS HANGING HAM TREES/RACKS - 70,000+/- LBS.
RECTANGLE & CIRCULAR ENDS WITH TROLLIES

Register & Bid at www.alexanderauctions.com
Alexander

AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE SALES

MARYVIN E. ALEXANDER, CAl, Auctioneer ~ TL9 ~ KY 7140
239 University Street, Martin, Tennessee 38237
Office: (731) 587-4244 *

. .. _Email: alexanderauctions@frontiernet.net
Visit Our Website: www.alexanderauctions.com

Gall 270-384-9494 today to
subscribe or advertise!
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AUCTION/MARKET
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Blue Grass South
Stanford, KY
June 3, 2021
Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
40 hd. 808# 134.75 blk-charx
72 hd. 812# 137.90 blk
117 hd. 855# 137.50 blk
61 hd. 876# 132.90 blk
59 hd. 924# 128.70 blk
59 hd. 925# 127.85 blk
59 hd. 926# 128.90 blk
58 hd. 931# 127.20 mixed
113 hd. 970# 126.90 blk
Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 1-2
77 hd. 646# 137.50 blk-charx
78 hd. 697# 131.90 mixed
72 hd. 724# 132.00 blk
56 hd. 779# 129.95 blk-charx
70 hd. 793# 125.75 blk
133 hd. 809# 126.80 blk-charx

KY-TN Livestock Auction

Guthrie, KY

June 3, 2021

Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
30 hd. 526# 165.00 bbwf
32 hd. 630# 148.00 bbwf

Feeder Bulls: Medium & Large 1-2
20 hd. 547# 156.00 bbwf
30 hd. 626# 136.50 bbwf

Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 1-2
34 hd. 551# 141.50 bbwf
20 hd. 626# 125.00 bbwf

Blue Grass of Richmond

Richmond, KY

June 4, 2021

Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 1-2
24 hd. 674# 126.00 blk
74 hd. 724# 131.60 mixed

Mid-KY Livestock Market

Upton, KY

June 1, 2021

Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
20 hd. 692# 137.00 mixed
56 hd. 857# 128.20 blk

Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 1-2
20 hd. 574# 129.50 mixed

Blue Grass of Campbelisville
Campbellsville, KY
June 2 & 5, 2021
Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
75 hd. 671# 147.50 blk
40 hd. 858# 122.50 blk
Holstein Steers: Large 3
131 hd. 496# 120.50
22 hd. 653# 107.50
52 hd. 969# 96.00
Feeder Heifers: Medium & large 1-2
20 hd. 778# 114.00 blk

Blue Grass Stockyards
Lexington, KY
June 1, 2021
Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
43 hd. 616# 159.50 blk
21 hd. 661# 158.50 blk
68 hd. 717# 152.10 blk
68 hd. 771# 140.00 blk
121 hd. 857# 131.75 blk-mixed
129 hd. 892# 128.00 blk
55 hd. 897# 125.80 blk-charx
21 hd. 708# 145.00 blk
47 hd. 923# 124.00 blk
Holstein Steers: Large 3
76 hd. 558# 107.50
25 hd. 647# 106.90
Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 1-2
47 hd. 621# 140.75 blk
62 hd. 882# 116.00 blk-charx
61 hd. 817# 122.00 blk

Paris Stockyards

Paris, KY

June 3, 2021

Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
21 hd. 577# 155.00 blk

Russell County Stockyards

Russell Springs, KY

June 2, 2021

Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 1-2
28 hd. 587# 137.00 blk

Blue Grass East

Mt. Sterling, KY

June 2, 2021

Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
60 hd. 866# 130.00 blk-mixed

Lake Cumberland Livestock
Somerset, KY
June 5, 2021
Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
49 hd. 897# 129.50 blk
24 hd. 971# 122.75 blk
46 hd.1082#118.00 blk
Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 1-2
92 hd. 587# 141.75 mixed
32 hd. 883# 117.50 mixed

United Producers Owenton

Owenton, KY

June 2, 2021

Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
57 hd. 884# 127.75 blk-charx

USDA ESTIMATED DAILY LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER

CATTLE CALVES HOGS SHEEP
Friday 06/04/2021 (est) 119,000 1,000 478,000 6,000
Week Ago (est) 117,000 1,000 425,000 3,000
Year Ago (act) 113,000 2,000 443,000 6,000
Week to Date (est) 440,000 4,000 1,779,000 31,000
Same Pd Lt Week (est) 595,000 6,000 2,356,000 36,000
Same Pd Lt Yr (act) 566,000 8,000 2,133,000 36,000

Cattle

& prices
Steers:

Heifers

National Daily Direct Slaughter

Negotiated Purchases 06/04/2021
Live Bids- weighed average weights
80%-up Choice 1456.5Ibs 120.09
80%-up Choice 1292.3 Ibs 119.91

each month at1p.m.

Ph. (859) 623-1280

=, Bluegrass Stockyards
” of Richmond, LLC

348 K. Street - Richmond, Ry.

. CATTLE SALE

GOAT SALE

Second and 4th Monday of

For additional information, call Jim Dause at
(859) 623-5167 or (859) 314-7211

BLUEGRASS STOCKYARDS OF RICHMOND, LLC
« Fax (859) 6231258

Every Friday
at 9:30 a.m.
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KENTUCKY GRAIN PRICES Eastern Cornbelt Ethanol
LOUISVILLE AREA: Louisville & Bagdad; PENNYRILE AREA: Allensville, Auburn, Franklin, Hopkinsville & Pembroke; Plant Report
BLUEGRASS AREA: Bardstown, Lexington & Winchester; GREEN RIVER: Caneyville & Livermore; 06/07/2021
NORTHERN KENTUCKY AREA: Silver Grove at Cincinnati; PURCHASE AREA: Clinton & Mayfield. Indiana Ohio lllinois
Opening bids at elevators and processing plants.
Yellow Corn Spot Bid 6.83-8.01
06/04/2021 4:00 pm est Louisville Pennyrile Purchase Bluegrass Green River Northern KY ) L )
Bids for next day Dried Distillers Grain ($/ton)
Cash Bids 10% moisture 202.00-230.00
Corn #2 Yellow - - -
S s ey 7.12-7.24 7.13-7.23 7.073-078.08 717 7.28 7.13 Modified Wet Distillers ($/ton)
Soybeans #1 Y 15.51 15.74-15.89 | 15.99-16.02 15.96 15.96 16.00 50-55% moisture NA
Wheat #2 SRW 6.55 6.53-6.73 6.83-6.98 6.63 6.73 6.97
Barley
Kentucky Weekly Cattle
N Receipts as reported at local
New Crop Delivery Contract markets:
Corn #2 Yellow 5.85 5.87-5.92 5.82-6.02 5.67 6.02 5.89 05/15/21 15,965
Corn #2 White 5.97-6.17
Soybeans #1 ¥ 13.73 13.96-14.26 | 14.36-14.41 13.91 14.16 14.26 05/22/21 17,451
Wheat #2 SRW NA NA NA NA NA NA 05/29/21 11,832
Barley ’
06/05/21 12,790
Weekly Feed Owensboro Commonwealth St. Louis Memphis Corn Belt Daily Direct Hog
Ingredient Price Grain Agri-Energy Weekly Feed Weekly Feed Feedstuffs Prices LM_HG218 FOR DAILY
Wholesale prices, $ per ton Hopkinsyville Prices Report Report 06/07/2021 LIVESTOCK
Rail or Truck FOB Location Barrows & Gilts AND
06/07/2021 06/07/2021 06/01/2021 05/25/2021 06/01/2021 Purchased Swine GRAIN
Receipts: 8,005 MARKET
Base Price: $99.84- REPORTS
Soybean Meal 48% Sol 410.90 —_ 406.00-411.00 406.30-421.30 388.70-422.70 $118.50
Soybean Hulls 200.00 —_— —_ 155.00 —
Corn Distillers Grain Dried — 253.00 — — 192.00-245.00 | wt. Avg. $110.10 CALL
Distillers Grain Modified — 141.00 — — — FARMLOT
Distillers Grain Wet — 87.00 — — — Compared to prior
Corn Condensed Solubles — NA — — — day, wt. avg. base
Corn Gluten Feed 20-21 pct — — 257.00 — 200.00-220.00 prices were 1.50 1-800-327-
Corn Gluten Meal 60 pct — — 665.00 — 598.00-625.00 higher. 6568
Cottonseed Meal 41 pct —_— — 410.00 360.00-370.00 —_—
Whole Cottonseed — — — 385.00 — 5 Day Rolling Aver- | 1-502-573-
Wheat Middlings — — 185.00-200.00 — — age: $109.21 0553

Loretto Grain

Currently Contracting Fall Grain

Current bids are on our website
at peterson-farms.com

- | Sales and Marketing call: Deborah Gillis
270-699-0792

Deliveries call: Brent Hupman
502-827-3344

£ J o

270-384-9454

or email
marketing@duo-county.com
or text 2710-634-4164
togetyour adin
The Farmer's Pride
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STATE AVERAGES WEEKLY 400-600 LB FEEDER STEER M&L 1-2
Steers (M&L 1-2) This Week Prior Week Last Year WEIGHTED AVERAGE PRICE ($/CWT)
350-400 lbs 160.46 165.90 165.54 190.00
400-450 Ibs 163.58 158.85 159.81 170.00
450-500 lbs 160.64 156.13 153.94 150.00 emv
500-550 lbs 156.31 151.31 149.29 130.00
550-600 Ibs 149.82 148.00 144.67 110.00
600-650 1bs 142.44 140.74 137.99 90.00 o o  h s o ns
650-700 lbs 139.78 139.54 135.02
700-750 lbs 130.12 128.37 127.50 —=—2021 ===2020 =5 Year Average
750-800 Ibs 129.06 128.49 123.41
800-850 1bs 125.94 122.49 125.75 WEEKLY 400-600 LB FEEDER HEIFER M&L 1-2
850-900 1bs 128.29 119.58 120.22 WEIGHTED AVERAGE PRICE ($/CWT)
Heifers (M&L 1-2) 165.00
300-350 lbs 143.74 138.51 146.57 145.00
350-400 Ibs 143.35 141.13 142.77 500 Mvw
400-450 Ibs 143.26 139.43 138.07
450-500 Ibs 142.97 139.55 136.96 10500
500-550 lbs 137.25 134.19 129.71 85.00
550-600 Ibs 131.83 129.77 127.96 PEMAMA L AS 0OND
600-650 1bs 125.44 124.23 121.12 ——2021 ——2020 =5 Year Average
650-700 lbs 125.77 121.14 117.28
700-750 1bs 114.18 110.28 114.51 WEEKLY KENTUCKY CATTLE AUCTION RECEIPTS
750-800 Ibs 111.85 108.56 112.65
30 |
WEELKY COW SUMMARY £ 2
Slaughter Cows Average High Low g 10 1\
Breakers 58.00-72.00 62.50-80.00  53.00-61.00 = V
Boners 46.00-73.50 59.00-84.00  46.00-61.00 0
Lean 35.00-69.00 55.50-78.00  20.00-57.50 PEMAMIAS OND
Slaughter Bulls Average mgh LO_W w2021 e=——=2(020 =5 Year Average
Yield Grade 1&2 83.00-103.00 94.00-118.50  67.50-91.00
WEEKLY KENTUCKY CORN BID AVERAGE PRICE
May 27, 2021 Bowling Green, KY e
SLAUGHTER GOATS: 250 8.00 A
Kids-Selection 1 100-115 lbs 325.00-360.00. Selection 1-2 56 lbs 372.50; 67 Ibs || 7 / 7
360.00; 90 1bs 270.00. Selection 2 47 Ibs 300.00; 53 Ibs 367.50; 63 Ibs 290.00-.... 6.00 —
SLAUGHTER SHEEP: 535 >-00
Wooled-Choice and Prime 1-2 54 Ibs 240.00; 71-72 1bs 230.00-260.00; 82 Ibs 4.00 W
240.00; 95 1bs 235.00; 113 1bs 230.00; 160 Ibs 100.00. Choice 2 70 lbs 230.00; 3.00 M AM 1A s oo
122 1bs 110.00. Hair Breeds-Choice and Prime 1 71 lbs 245.00. Choice and
Prime 1-2 53 lbs 240.00; 70 1bs 222.50; 89 Ibs 210.00. T 2021 =—2020 ===>5Year Average
GRAINS This Week Prior Week Last Year USDA-KY Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market News
Corn 6.82-7.39 6.30-7.15 3.26-3.31 odee I o1 502,782,419
Soybeans 15.16-16.34 14.67-15.87 8.01-8.28 Email: Jodee Inman@usda.gov
Red Winter Wheat 6.41-7.14 6.49-6.76 4.71-5.16 USDA Livestock, Poultry, and Grain Market News
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Produce Prices updated 06/04/2021 C LASSI FI E D

Variety Unit Size Price Range Avg. Price 0 R DE R FO R M
Tomato #1 20 Ibs 7.00-27.00 27.00

Tomato #2 20 Ibs 5.00-19.00 10.74

Tomato small/canner 20 Ibs 5.00-13.00 8.02

Asparagus .5 1lbs 1.50-1.75 1.57

Bell Peppers 5 bu 18.00-20.00 19.50

Broccoli .5 bu 8.00-11.00 9.63

Cabbage hd. 0.40-1.20 0.53

Cauliflower hd. 0.50-1.75 1.32

Cucumbers, slicing .5 bu 3.00-24.00 14.47 $ .I: .

Green Beans Sbu 16.00-27.00 20.77 20 Or 2 ISSU eS
Sweet Corn doz. 5.25-6.50 5.75 20 WordS or IeSS
Yellow Squash .5 bu 12.00-27.00 20.72 (50¢ per word after 20 WOde)

Mail form to:
Zucchini .5 bu 11.00-30.00 19.02 The Farmer’s Pride
Prices and Quotes furnished by Wholesale and Retail Markets OIEmObISO})éJ i92728

CLASSIFIEDS Eall 1-800-483-94354

R ——— e —

W, ] SBTEEL Q.OMFAII'I'
_4# o

-._~V§'ﬁlcal Beater + 350 Heaped Bushels

e R t‘jagjrw' | | UIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT PRO - TEC BUILDINGS
' B - Gates - Panels - Waterers - Calving Pens - Hay Feeders - Mineral Feeders - Working Equipment
Call Charlie today for detazls’ ..Y VA Y1 WL E Eacalv 818 I
' . £E. Faga on, Inc.
/\ New & Used Equipment —r T‘j 6858 Hill S.. | PO ng:aoey Miamitown, 0?1 45041
- Rentals & More! 513-353-2150
0 Il S fagalyleed@aolcom
redharnandassociates.com giipe:liage yleec e
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Services Beefr ~ FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Registered FOR  SALE:  BEAN,
polled Hereford bulls and Gel- TOMATO, and TOBACCO
bvieh bulls. Call Cliford STICKS - kiln dried oak.

Haulmgrklce HuIIs for Poultry Houses

Lewis Farms

John Lewis
Call 606-307-4430

Serving Kentucky & Tennessee

Timber

KENTUCKY MASTER LOGGER

NOLIN RIVER LOGGING, LLC.

FREE APPRAISALS - REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Buying Standing Timber on Shares or Outright
ALSD BEUYING TIMBER LAND
I% BUSINESS SINCE 1983
ROEERT D. MILLER
- 5200 Ralder Hollow Ra. « Munfordville, Ky 42
270/531-3751 LETRING  Cell 270/

ﬂ - FOR SALE - ﬂ
SWEET POTATO PLANTS

VARIETIES AVAILABLE

Beauregard - O'Henry
Bunch Porto Rico - Covington
Georgia Jets - Murasaki - White Bonita
Averre - Orleans

Visit our website to place your order
www.sweetpotatoesky.com

Internet prices include shipping; please contact us for local pickup prices.

Kentucky’s only certified sweet potato plant producer!

Plants are shipped according to recommended planting
dates for your area; see the FAQ tab on our website.

Contact us for more information!

twinoakacres.ky @gmail.com e
6062196570  (Ugpuza)
Twin Oak dergs
Jonathan & Angie Dye ¢ 606-219-6570
P.0. Box 201  Nancy, Ky. 42544 ¢ www.sweetpotatoesky.com

Farms at 859-234-6956. TFN
FOR SALE: Registered
Angus cows, calves and
heifers for sale. Call Ridge
View Angus at 606-787-
7307. Kings Mountain, Ky.
FOR SALE: Beef crossed
calves, bulls and heifers, 7-
21 days old; Holstein calves
and Jersey calves. Can de-
liver. Call 270-991-3727.

Cave City, Ky. 6/17
|
Timber
MONEY GROWS ON

TREES: Looking for walnut,
white oak and red oak trees.
Will also harvest other
species. Certified logger, ref-
erences available. Will travel.
Call Eli Miller Logging at 270-
524-2967 and leave a mes-
sage. Member of the Better
Business Bureau 12/16/21

Lebanon Oak Flooring Co
LLC, Lebanon, Ky. PH: 270-
692-2128. 9/16

210-384-9454 B

or text
2710-634-4164
o
subscribe or
place your
classified
today!

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

NAME:

CLASSIFIED
ORDER FORM

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

$20 for 2 issues

20 words or less
(50¢ per word after 20 words)

Mail form to:
The Farmer’s Pride
P.O. Box 159
Columbia, KY 42728

KyPrimeRealty.com

BZSKENTUCKY PRIME REALTY

Harvey Mitchell 859-612-7326
harvey@kyprimerealty.com

Matt Mitchell, Principal Broker 502-758-4226
matt@kyprimerealty.com

Greg Robey, Sales Associate 859-265-0373
greg@kyprimerealty.com

~ WE CAN HELP
YOU MARKET
" YOUR PRODUCE.

Sale is open to
roadside stands,
farmers’ markets,
supermarkets,

- restaurants and
anyone needing
larger quantities
of produce.

TS

IR et AL Fa e L COSLT LT e .t Il

HART COUNTY

m, PRODUCE AUCTION

6880 Cub Run Hwy. * Munfordville, Ky.

270-524-0005
Marketing Info: 270-524-0008

Service and Quality Are Our Highest Priority
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Farm Equipment

THE FARMER’S PRIDE

Farm Equipment

COWHERD EQUIPMENT, INC.

1483 Old Summersville Rd. « Campbellsville « cowerdequipment.com
Office: 270-465-2679 « Fax: 270-465-8239 + Mobile: 270-469-0398

Silage Bags * Bunker Covers * Hay Covers
Stretch Film ¢ Net Wrap ¢ Twine

Silage Baggers & Hay Wrappers for Sale or Rent

Parts & Services Offered!

up North
Plastics

Come See Us For All
Your Mixer Wagon Parts,
Services & Repairs!

Services

Hillside Acres
Eubank, Ky.
Custom Silage Bagger Rental

7 ft., 8 ft., & 9 ft. Bags
Plastic Sheeting

25°x100° 517 Hybrid Netwrap
up to 60°x200° 67" Hybrid Netwrap
30” Flavor Seal 48" Blue Magic
Bale Wrap Netwrap
48” Hybrid Netwrap Sisal and Plastic Twine
Call for prices

606-423-4271 * 606-802-5748

Services

= DAY & DAy =

FreEeEDn Mirr.
= PURINA @ i3 BECK'S
MiraFount
oty by

PROZL
REE

LAY
&'EQUIPMENT
%[LAGHEH ARIAT
I

270-384-2209
1011 Campbellsville Rd.,
Columbia, Ky. 42728

b TWISTED X

DayandDayFeed.com

Kentucky Irrigation Co.

Serving Kentucky and Surrounding States Since 1951

New & Used Manure
Irrigation Equipment
Equipment Pumps, reels,

Pipes, sprinklers, drag hose

guns, travelers, systems

center pivots & drip

Call 859-254-7022

www.kentuckyirrigation.com

Timber

Services

KY HOOP BARNS

32x72 You Build: §5,750 - We Build: $8,750
32x96 You Build: $7,500 - We Build: $11,995

*Includes everything except concrete around post and
metal on the sides.

Joe Paul Mattingly
830 Sally Ray Pike
Raywick, KY 40060

The Best for Less

Farmers Serving Farmers

Cell Phone: 270'699'1 499

(fody (Dlion

Rid your budy of toxins

Technician:
Marie Lemmon

(270) 378-1091
Call for appointment

JUNE 17,2021 | 23

EallF1-800-4839-83454

7 All Sizes of Silage Bags & Bunker Covers N
Ag Bag & Kelly Ryan Baggers
For Sale or Rent « Stretch Film ¢ Silo Doors
» Parts Available for Hanson, Valmetal, Badger®,
Silo Matic, P & D, Van Dale, Starline, James Way
« Valmetal Vertical Mixers 250-1100CF

MATTINGLY SILOS
902-252-7300

A\ 4

Services

Russell County Stockyards

Farm Visits » Consultation on when to sell

Have livestock questions?
Need information?

Call Mike Loy at
270-250-3554

WOOD SHAVINGS FOR
ANIMAL BEDDING

Clean » Natural
Absorbent ® Baled or Bulk

Buyers of Red Cedar and Pine Logs

SHAVINGS, INC.

Phone 270-789-9611 » Fax 270-789-4901

1001 New Columbia Rd.
Campbellsville, Ky. 42718

Call 270-384-9454
to advertise your
business in The Pride!
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News from the Kentucky Corn Growers Association and Kentucky Corn Promotion Council

Kentucky Grain Tour Hosts Kentucky
Energy and Environment Cabinet

For farmers, the importance of
interface with Kentucky’s policy and
regulatory agencies can never be
overstated. And, the impact of having
a personal working relationship with
regulatory officials should never be
underestimated. To enhance these re-
lationships, grain agriculture organiza-
tions came together earlier this month
to host a team from the Kentucky
Energy and Environment Cabinet,
including Secretary Rebecca Good-
man, Deputy Secretary John Lyons,
Deputy Commissioner of the Dept.
of Environmental Protection Amanda
Lefever and Anne Marie Franklin, Ex-
ecutive Advisor to Secretary Goodman
focused on the Kentucky AgriTech
project.

The tour began at Commonwealth
AgriEnergy for a deep discussion on
the environmental benefits of ethanol
and biodiesel, and the economic devel-
opment importance of these products.
Secretary Goodman was intent on
understanding what her cabinet and
others within the Beshear Administra-
tion can do to facilitate the success of
these industries.

Joseph Sisk, KyCorn Board and
Promotion Council member partici-
pated in that discussion. He observed,
“I was grateful for her openness and
willingness to ask and answer ques-
tions of the farmers. She was very
proactive in expressing her desire to
keep honest and open communication
between the ag community and the
Cabinet.”

Joseph was then the first farm
tour stop, providing insight on water
management and irrigation strate-
gies, the importance of winter crops
for soil conservation and the environ-
mental benefits of strip-tillage. The
group caravanned to Cundiff Farms

Secretary Rebecca Goodman and her team visited several western Kentucky grain farms and
businesses. They were amazed with the technology and sustainability demonstrations. Below right:
KyCorn’s Richard Preston presented Sec. Goodman with the US Com Sustainability Report.

for demonstrations from Barry Alex-
ander’s edge-of-field water monitoring
and to see the farm’s system for using
solar energy at their grain handling
facility. Next, Josh Lancaster hosted

at L. Hust Farms for open discussion
on how farmers are preparing to be a
resource in the design of future regu-
latory programs.

Day two of the tour began in Larue
County with Ryan Bivens moderat-
ing a discussion on how regulatory
processes can go off the rails without
appropriate interaction with regula-
tory officials. The points were very
well-received, and Secretary Goodman
explained her efforts to avoid these
occurrences. Family farming was then

center stage with Caleb Ragland at
Shady Rest Farms; he explained his
highly-technical program for respon-
sibly injecting liquid manure for corn
production. Richard Preston and Josh
McGrath wrapped up the event with
their explanation of how land-grant
research enhances conservation by
enabling intensive crop management.

“We are grateful for Secretary
Goodman’s complete attention and
sincere dialogue for two intense days
of travel,” remarked Laura Knoth, Ky-
Corn Executive Director. “There was
tough discussion at some points, but
every discussion was highly productive
and certainly important to the future
of Kentucky’s grain community.”

270-384-9454

NCGA Announces
Sustainability Commitment
and 2030 Goals

National Corn Growers Association
(NCGA) solidified U.S. corn farmers’
commitment to environmental,
economic and social sustainability
with the release of U.S. Corn
Sustainability Goals and the first
U.S. Corn Sustainability Report. The
report documents a long history of
continuous improvement by U.S. corn
farmers and the goals set targets
for further progress over the next
decade.

Farmer-leaders from Kentucky
participated with NCGA to set five
environmental national efficiency
goals to further enhance corn
production sustainability in the United
States by 2030:

1. Increase land use efficiency by
12 percent.

2. Increase irrigation water use
efficiency by 15 percent.

3. Reduce soil erosion by 13
percent.

4. Increase energy efficiency by 13
percent.

5. Reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions by 13 percent.

Richard Preston, KyCorn President,
explains the importance of this report
and goals to ensure continued corn
demand for the crop.

“Consumers’ buying habits, both
foreign and domestic, are evolving.
The need has been developing for
some time for our grain buyers
and corn’s end-users to be able to
show consumers the environmental
footprint throughout their supply
chain. The fact is: consumers want
a verifiable metric, and they want
to see measured improvement over
time. I'm proud we have created this
forward-looking strategy, it is what
our customers need to communicate
with their customers.”



