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As the Kentucky Center 

for Agriculture and Rural 

Development celebrates 

its 20th anniversary, its ex-

ecutive director explains 

how the needs of farmers 

and rural businesses have 

changed over the years.  

KCARD, a non-profit 

aimed at facilitating agri-

cultural and rural business 

development in Kentucky, 

is in its 20th year of opera-

tion. And although Execu-

tive Director Aleta Botts 

says its mission of helping 

farmers stays the same, 

the organization continues 

working to change as ag 

needs continue to change.    

“We are definitely seeing new demands,” Botts says, in 

her eighth year as director. For instance, over the past 

year, after riding the wave of changes forced on the indus-

try by the COVID-19 pandemic, KCARD worked to help 

producers reach customers in new ways.  

Supported primarily through grants from the USDA 

Rural Cooperative Development Program and the Ken-

tucky Agricultural Development Board, KCARD provides 

multiple opportunities for businesses — educational and 

technical assistance – for instance, and support services 

to agribusinesses.  

“Now, we have these tools that allow customers to find 

farmers, buy directly from producers. But, customers are 

also very demanding now — they really want products 

the way they want them and when they want them,” Botts 

said. “Part of our role has really changed to helping pro-

ducers fulfill those needs and how they serve the cus-

tomers, and in ways that are still going to meet their 

bottom line, keeping them a sustainable business.”  

KCARD has also had to become more of a full-service 

Non-profit leads as  

resource to farmers 

Executive Director of Ken-
tucky Center for Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
Aleta Botts.

THEY’RE HERE!  

After seventeen long years of growth in 

the soil, Brood X – or the Great Eastern 

Brood – is emerging.  

This periodic cicada is making itself 

known in several states, from Indiana to 

New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  By mid- 

May Brood X began their Kentucky ap-

pearance predominately in northern Ken-

tucky, along the Ohio River, in the 

Frankfort area, and a few scattered coun-

ties in eastern Kentucky. 

University of Kentucky Extension Ento-

mologist Dr. Jonathan Larson discussed 

this noisy bug he describes as his favorite 

insect. 

“Once the soil temperature reaches 64 

degrees, the insects start to emerge in the 

nymph stage. They climb a nearby vertical 

structure, go through a metamorphosis, 

shed their skins, and molt into adult ci-

cadas, leaving behind their empty shells. 

The approximately 2 inch long insects’ 

wings will unfurl, their exoskeleton will 

harden, and their new yellow-white skins 

will darken to amber,” Larson said. 

 After three or four days, the cicadas 

have matured and do the only thing they 

are born to do – reproduce. With tongue 

firmly in cheek, Dr. Larson described why 

we hear so much racket from cicadas. 

“The males have a call that attracts males 

to come together; there can be hundreds or even 

thousands in a tree. It’s like they are saying, ‘come 

on over guys, let’s make a band and get the girls to 

stop by.’”  

Another call for mating attracts the female ci-

cadas. The females note their acceptance by click-

ing their wings. The insects mate, and the males 

die soon afterward. 

Larson noted that cicadas have four different 

calls emitted from tymbals, two rigid drum-like 

membranes on the undersides of their hollow ab-

domen. Cicada volume can reach as high as 100 

decibels, but most noise is that of a lawnmower. 

Females do not have tymbals and therefore don’t 

make any noise, except for the wing clicking. Lar-

son also pointed out three different species in 

Brood X, the Pharoh, Periodic Dwarf, and Periodic 

Little, all with different calls. Each species can 

emerge simultaneously but they don’t like each 

other’s songs and aren’t attracted, therefore elimi-

nating the chance of cross-mating. 

Once mated, the females look for a place to lay 

their eggs, and this is where any significant dam-

age from cicadas might occur. Laden with up to 

600 eggs, she uses her ovipositor, a tube-like organ 

on the underside of her abdomen, to cut a very 

thin slice about a half-inch long in a small tree 

branch, and there she deposits around 24 eggs. 

She does this repeatedly until all her eggs are 

SEE CICADAS, PAGE 6

A mature cicada at the Alexandria Farm of Owen Prim. 

Photo by Owen Prim, Campbell County 4-H Youth De-
velopment Agent.

SEE KCARD, PAGE 2

KCARD CELEBRATES 20TH YEAR Noisy insect emerges in parts of Ky.



to KCARD. Botts said what began as a 

cooperative development center now has 

evolved into a nonprofit that assists all 

different types of agricultural and rural 

businesses with development, grant fa-

cilitation and more.  

Without the vision and founding 

board, she says, and the leadership they 

set in place, the organization wouldn’t be 

where it is today. She encourages those 

interested in the history of the organiza-

tion to visit the website and read a trib-

ute to Snell, in order to understand the 

work behind KCARD.   

“We are also looking ahead to what do 

we need to be doing, how to approach 

challenges, are there things out there 

we can do a better job with,” Botts says. 

“We treat this organization like a busi-

ness — how can we improve, how can 

we do better jobs for our customers. And 

KCARD’s customers are Kentucky farm-

ers.”  

To learn more about KCARD, which is 

based in Elizabethtown, visit kcard.info, 

call 859-550-3972; or email kcard@ 

kcard.info.  
 

By Bobbie Curd 

Field reporter 

organization, she said.  

“In that we’re helping folks with busi-

ness plans, their financials, helping them 

look at that customer base and how to 

reach it, but also using what knowledge 

we have of those lenders and programs 

to help those farmers find what funding 

is out there that can help them grow.”  

A lot of the grants KCARD works on 

are very competitive, Botts said, and 

Kentucky farmers are competing nation-

wide for them.  

“The good news is that there’s a lot of 

funding out there right now for ag proj-

ects, due to Covid-related funding for is-

sues in the food supply chain — a lot of 

recognition there that was needed.” 

 The challenge for farmers in compet-

ing for these grants is “how do you 

demonstrate what you’re doing in a way 

that others understand, can see the vi-

sion of and how do you demonstrate you 

are a good investment for the funder.”  

Botts said many people are under the 

impression that “because it’s a grant and 

you don’t have to pay it back, you don’t 

have to demonstrate that. But it’s more 

important now than ever, because it’s 

more competitive.”  

The USDA Agricultural Marketing 

Service has three levels of grants it is ac-

cepting applications for now, Botts said, 

which are at record levels due to the 

COVID stimulus money. 

 “The deadline is June 21, so if anyone 

needs help or wants more information, 

they can go to our website to find out 

more about those,” she said.  

Grant opportunity currently includes 

the Farmers Market Promotion Pro-

gram; Local Food Promotion Program; 

and Regional Food Systems Partnership 

Program.  

“We expect more programs to be an-

nounced in the next few months,” in-

cluding a new federal program expected 

to be aimed at meat processing.  

Anyone can sign up for KCARD’s 

newsletter, which Botts said includes a 

running list of what funding is available.  

“The diversity of projects we’re seeing 

is so much greater now. We’ve been un-

dergoing the tobacco transition for 

decades now, so I think what we’re see-

ing are new ideas coming from farmers, 

a lot more on-farm sales are happening 

now than ever before,” she says.  

As far as the biggest change she be-

lieves the organization has seen over the 

last 20 years, Botts said the “different 

types of sales channels and just the over-

all diversity of what people are doing on 

their farms.”  

 

Diversification brings new chal-

lenges 

With diversification, Botts said market-

ing become more complicated.  

“If you’re selling to multiple marketing 

channels, it is hectic. You could have a 

farm that’s selling a product wholesale, 

some direct-to-consumer, some online or 

through an online store, stores on the 

farm — they could be doing all of those 

things.”  

She says this can be both good and 

bad for farmers.  

“You do reduce your risk being de-

pendent on one marketing channel, but 

that’s a lot of management — the pro-

ducer who is selling will have to manage 

it all,” she said.  

For KCARD’s 20th-year mark, Botts 

says it will be “looking back and for-

ward.”  

It’s an opportunity to revel in the past, 

“and say here are the great things we’ve 

been able to do, and how Larry Snell 

was involved and how critical he was to 

KCARD,” she said. 

Snell served as director of the Ken-

tucky Center for Cooperative Develop-

ment from 2002 to 2013, the predecessor 
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FARMERS REGIONAL LIVESTOCK MARKET OF GLASGOW, LLC
I-65 & U.S. 68 Exit • Smiths Grove, Ky.

Dairy Sale Every Tuesday at Noon
Mike Hatcher 

1-800-563-2131 • 270-384-6376 • 270-378-0512

MARKET REPORT: WEEK OF May 25, 2021 
Farmers Regional Livestock Market of Glasgow, LLC

Total Receipts: 434. Supply included: 11% Feeder Cattle (14% Dairy Steers, 29% Heifers, 57% Bulls); 

63% Slaughter Cattle (72% Cows, 28% Bulls); 26% 

Replacement Dairy Cattle (15% Fresh/Milking Cows, 10% Bred Heifers, 20% Springer Heifers, 13% 

Open Heifers, 23% Baby Bull Calves, 20% Baby Heifer Calves). 

Dairy Steers: Large 3: 445# 90.00 
Heifers: Medium and Large 1-2: 510# 121.00; Medium and Large 2-3: 540# 
108.00 
Bulls: Medium and Large 1-2: 240# 165.00, 250# 151.00; Medium and Large 
2-3: 375# 122.00, 515# 112.00 
Slaughter Cattle: Cows Breaker 75-80%: 1420-1820# 63.00-72.00; 1420-
1835# 1541; Boner 80-85%: 1100-1430# 62.00-72.00, 1085-1410# 73.00-
84.00, 1140-1325# 54.00-61.00; Lean 85-90%: 760-1090# 54.00-62.00, 
845-1065# 63.00-71.00, 790-1010# 41.00-50.00; Bulls 1-2: 1315-2540 90.00-
99.00, 1630-2250# 102.00-120.00, 1280-1455# 84.00-89.00.  
Fresh/Milking Cows: Approved 1381.25, Medium 1225.00, Common 
837.50. 
Bred Heifers: Approved T1 850.00, Medium T1-2 825.00, Common T1 
716.67, Common T2 775.00. 
Springer Heifers: Approved T3 1150.00, Medium T3 939.29, Common 
741.67 
Open Heifers: Supreme 7 Head 425# 400.00, Approved 1 Head 450# 
330.00, Medium 1 Head 275# 190.00, Medium 2 Head 525# 330.00. 
Baby Bull Calves: 5 Head 20.00-15.00; 7 Head 240.00-320.00 Beef Cross; 
7 Head 30.00-90.00 Jersey. 
Baby Heifer Calves: 7 Head 40.00-110.00; 6 Head 150.00-260.00 Beef 
Cross; 1 Head 130.00 Crossbred; 2 Head 20.00-50.00 Jersey. 
 

FROM PAGE 1

KCARD: Grants now available for producers 

Larry Snell

“ The good news is that 

there’s a lot of funding 

out there right now for 

ag projects, due to 

Covid-related funding 

for issues in the food 

supply chain — a lot of 

recognition there that 

was needed. 

 

 Aleta Botts, Executive Director 
KCARD
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Need to Refinance Your Farm or Ranch Loan?

CONTACT US TODAY!

H.H. Barlow, III, director

KENTUCKY AG  

SERVICES DIRECTORY

2248 University Station • Murray, KY 42071

1510 Newtown Pike, Ste. 110 • Lexington, KY 40511

Mark Haney                    Drew Graham 

President         Executive Vice President

IT’S DAIRY MONTH! 
  

Read about Kentucky’s dairy industry and all  
Kentucky agriculture news by subscribing  

to The Farmer’s Pride. 
  

Call 270-384-9454  

to subscribe or go online  

at thefarmerspride.com

“The Covid-19 outbreak at Smithfield Foods’ Milan, 
Missouri, plant — the focus of a worker safety lawsuit 
that garnered national attention last year — resulted in 
two worker deaths and was worse than previously 
thought,” according to newly obtained documents 
from the Occupational Safety and Health Administra-
tion, Madison McVan reports for the Midwest Center 
for Investigative Reporting. 

It’s been difficult to get clear numbers about infec-
tions at the plant. Early on, the Sullivan County Health 
Department told a local TV station that there were 14 
cases, and later a local hospital told the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch there were 35 cases tied to the plant, but 
since then the news media hasn’t been given updates, 
McVan reports. A health department administrator 
told the Midwest Center that it doesn’t track coron-
avirus cases by employer.  

OSHA “found the total number of cases was likely 
more than double what has been previously reported. 
By the end of May 2020, at least 77 workers were pre-
sumed to be positive for the virus, and more than 300 
were either suspected to have the virus or had been in 
close contact with a positive case. Also, at least two 
workers at the plant died from the virus last year, ac-
cording to the OSHA inspections obtained by the Mid-
west Center for Investigative Reporting,” McVan 
reports. “Smithfield, which employs about 1,100 peo-
ple at its Milan facility, told OSHA inspectors the com-
pany determined that the employees who died had 
contracted the virus from close contacts outside of 
work, rather than in the plant.” 

Smithfield Chief Administrative Officer Keira Lom-
bardo said in a statement that the company has spent 
more than $800 million to respond to the coronavirus 
pandemic and has seen a “sustained period of ex-
tremely low reported cases across our employee work-
force.”  

The real case numbers are likely much higher than 
even the OSHA reports found, said Axel Fuentes, ex-
ecutive director of the Rural Community Workers Al-
liance. The group advocates for better working 
conditions for Smithfield employees and has been in 
contact with Milan plant workers during the pandemic. 
The group sued Smithfield last spring, claiming the 

Two workers died

company’s pandemic safety measures were inadequate.  
“The judge dismissed the case, ruling that it was 

OSHA’s job, not the court’s, to ensure that Smithfield 
was adequately protecting its employees,” McVan re-
ports. “OSHA inspectors found few issues with the 
virus mitigation measures at the plant during in-person 
inspections that took place in May and November 
2020. OSHA closed the investigations without issuing 
any penalties.” 

Some workers told the Midwest Center they thought 
Smithfield’s safety measures didn’t go far enough, and 
said the production line moved so quickly that they 
couldn’t step away to cough or sneeze. But “Smithfield 
didn’t start distributing masks to its employees in 
Milan until mid-April 2020, after hundreds of employ-
ees at its Sioux Falls plant had already tested positive,” 
McVan reports. 

There are no federal emergency standards to protect 

meatpackers during a pandemic, which Fuentes said 
makes it harder to hold employers accountable. The 
day after his inauguration, President Biden ordered 
OSHA and other federal agencies to come up with 
emergency standards by March 15, but the agency has 
yet to publish one.  

“On April 26, OSHA said in a press release that it had 
sent a draft of the standard to the White House for re-
view. It’s unclear how long that process could take,” 
McVan reports. 

The Midwest Center has covered several aspects of 
the meatpacking industry during the pandemic. Go on-
line at investigatemidwest.org/2021/04/08/meat-
packingandcovid/ for a recent package that looks back 
on how the pandemic has affected workers, what’s hap-
pening now, and what they predict for the future. 

The Rural Blog 

irjci.blogspot.com 

Virus outbreak at Smithfield plant was worse than known
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We appear to 

be ready to get 

back to work, 

however, and 

the proof can 

be found in the 

abundance of 

help wanted 

signs and ads 

in all of our 

communities. 

ONE 
VOICE 

 

Sharon 

Burton 

I am excited to 

get out in the 

state this 

summer and 

meet with 

producers, 

extension 

agents, and our 

other partners 

to see the 

investments  

in action. 

KOAP kicks off at full speed aheadThe stimulus pools

M
 y husband and I have had more than one 
conversation about a couple of swimming 
pools we have named “stimulus pools.” 

They both popped up last year in the yards of nearby 
rental properties just as a round of stimulus checks 
were making their way across the nation.  

I guess I should be ashamed to say it, but we both 
questioned how long those pools would last. I admit we 
have some bias about certain lifestyles, and the care of 
these particular properties led us to believe that the 
people living there did not value the things they own.  

Bias or not, we were correct in our guess that the 
pools would not last to be enjoyed a second year. Nei-
ther were covered during the winter, and one stayed 
filled with tall floats as the weather turned to snow and 
freezing temperatures. They are now gone. 

I don’t begrudge anyone a stimulus check or any 
other assistance they might receive during hard times. 
There is no question that 2020 was a difficult year and a 
lot of people and businesses were able to survive finan-
cially because of federal aid. 

Still, those stimulus pools were a reminder to me that 
you do not fix everything with a handful of cash. Some 
people do not have either the skill set or the ethics to 
seize opportunity and benefit from it. It’s just wasted 
money. 

Our nation was close to panic during the pandemic 
and federal investment appears to have been successful 
in preventing an economic crisis. 

We appear to be ready to get back to work, however, 
and the proof can be found in the abundance of help 
wanted signs and ads in all of our communities. 

I hope we don’t see another round of stimulus pools 
this summer. I think for the most part, Americans are 
ready to rely on their own ingenuity to determine if 
they sink or swim.  

Some targeted assistance may still be warranted, and 
we need to support hardworking Americans as we 
hopefully see the end of this pandemic and the ramifi-
cations from closing for business. 

Targeted assistance is different from throwing out a 
bunch of money and seeing how and where it sticks, 
however. Plugging holes keeps the pool around for an-
other year and so does strategic maintenance. That’s all 
our government should be offering now. 

I
 was honored to be asked by Commissioner of Agriculture Dr. Ryan 
Quarles to serve as the executive director of the new Kentucky Of-
fice of Agricultural Policy. While the name of the office might have 

changed with the passage of Senate Bill 3, the mission and commitment 
this team has to our Kentucky agricultural community has only grown 
stronger with the move to the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. 

I have had the opportunity to work with this team in different roles 
through my career in Kentucky agriculture.  In the early years of the 
Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund, I administered programs at 
the county level and saw the impact the county funds had in improving 
farm infrastructure and helping growers diversify their farming opera-
tions away from tobacco.  As my career path changed, I was afforded the 
opportunity to work with the Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corporation 
team on loans in western Kentucky.  Serving as the Kentucky Farm 
Service Agency director these past few years, I have worked with our 
agriculture leadership and the staff at KOAP on issues impacting all of 
Kentucky.   

I knew from working in agriculture the Kentucky Agricultural Develop-
ment Fund investments played an important role in growing and diversi-
fying our agricultural economy over the past 20 years. However, it wasn’t 
until I joined the KOAP team I began to truly understand the far reach-
ing impact of these investments in Kentucky. 

Since the creation of the KADF, Kentucky has grown its agricultural 
economy from $3.4 billion a year in 2000 to nearly $5.5 billion in 2020.  
We have successfully reduced our rural economy’s dependency on to-
bacco production, going from 24 percent of our agriculture economy 
coming from tobacco to now less than 4 percent of our total income de-
rived from that source.  While reducing this dependency, we have also 
diversified and grown that pie that makes up our agriculture economy 
with investments in all 120 Kentucky counties. Today, across the com-
monwealth, we see new endeavors in agritourism and horticulture, farm-
ers’ markets in almost every county, expansion of our grain production, 
and improved forages for our thriving livestock industries. 

I am excited to get out in the state this summer and meet with produc-
ers, extension agents, and our other partners to see the investments in 
action.  I want to learn what has been successful in their communities 
and to hear suggestions on how we can build on the programs available 
through KOAP.  

I am also excited to work with an amazing staff and the dedicated 
board members of the Kentucky Agricultural Development Board and 
the Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corporation.  They all give tirelessly 
of their time and share their extensive knowledge of the agriculture in-
dustry to guide the investments in Kentucky agriculture. We have 
tremendous opportunity to strengthen and diversify our agricultural 
economy, and I am excited to hit the ground running with this amazing 
team and our partners in agriculture. 

KENTUCKY 
OFFICE OF 
AGRICUL-

TURAL 
POLICY 

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 

 

Brian 

Lacefield
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Strickler 

At the current 

pace, exports 

may struggle to 

reach USDA’s 

target of 2.28 

billion bushels.

FOOD 
& 
FARM 
FILE 
 

Alan 
Guebert 

 In it, “Gates 

argued that 

higher-income 

societies should 

completely 

replace their 

consumption of 

cattle-derived 

beef with 

‘synthetic’ 

alternatives.” 

 

 ALAN GUEBERT 
publishes a weekly 
column Farm and 
Food File through the 
U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, events 
and contact informa-
tion are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com. 
Contact Alan Guebert 
by email at ag-
comm@farmandfood-
file.com.

S
  hortly after America’s largest 
private farmland owners, Mi-
crosoft billionaires Bill and 

Melinda Gates, acknowledged their 
pending divorce, some wag on Twitter 
wondered what might be the appropriate 
time to wait before he approached the 
soon-to-be-former missus to ask about 
renting some of her farmland. 

While he was joking, it’s no joke that 
the about-to-split pair owns the largest 
amount of working farmland in the na-
tion. According to the Winter 2020 issue 
of The Land Report, a quarterly maga-
zine that tracks U.S. land sales, Bill and 
Melinda Gates now own 242,000 acres of 
farmland worth “more than $690 mil-
lion.” 

If their “transitional” and “recre-
ational” acres are added in, the Gateses 
own 268,984 acres. 

According to the article, most of it was 
acquired through Cascade Investments 
LLC, a private, Washington State-based 
firm that handles both the Gates family’s 
personal investments and those of the 
$50-billion Gates Foundation, a global 
philanthropic effort dedicated to fight 
“poverty, disease, and inequity.” 

Much of the land, mostly purchased in 
the last decade, lies in the South: 69,071 
acres in Louisiana, 47,927 acres in 
Arkansas, 16,963 acres in Mississippi, 
and 14,828 in Florida.          

When asked on the social media plat-
form Reddit in late March why farmland 
and why now, Bill Gates first deflected: 
“My investment group,” presumably 
Cascade, “chose to do this. It is not con-
nected to climate.” But he quickly piv-
oted to what sounded more like Gates 
Foundation strategy than a Gates family 
farm plan. 

“The agriculture sector is important,” 
he explained. “With more productive 
seeds we can avoid deforestation and 
help Africa deal with the climate diffi-
culty they already face. It is unclear how 
cheap biofuels can be but if they are 
cheap it can solve the aviation and truck 
emissions.” 

Fighting climate change in Africa and 
solving “the aviation and truck emis-
sions” thing aren’t the focus of many 
American farmers or any American poli-
cymakers. 

Still, if your net worth exceeds $140 
billion and you own 378 square miles of 
farmland, reality tends to be what you 
say it is. 

Cascade Investments did tell The Land 
Report that it is “very supportive of sus-

tainable agriculture” and it has invested 
Gates’ money in “plant-based protein 
companies Beyond Meat and Impossible 
Foods…” 

The two companies make no bones 
about their zeal to, as Beyond Meat 
touts on its website, shift “from animal 
to plant-based meat” so “we can posi-
tively impact four growing global issues: 
human health, climate change, con-
straints on natural resources, and animal 
welfare.” 

Gates himself went even further about 
his views on plant-based meats in a Feb-
ruary interview with MIT Technology 
Review, according to the website Ag 
Funder News. In it, “Gates argued that 
higher-income societies should com-
pletely replace their consumption of cat-
tle-derived beef with ‘synthetic’ 
alternatives.” 

He did add that he “doesn’t think poor-
est… countries will be eating synthetic 
meat.” Even so, “…all rich countries 
should move to 100 percent synthetic 
beef.” 

From an agronomic point of view, how-
ever, most regenerative or sustainable 
farming systems require a livestock 
component—oftentimes cattle—as a key 
element in most farm’s successful and 
profitable multi-year, multi-crop rota-
tions. 

Livestock or not, Gates believes he’s 
backing a winner.  “…(P)lant-based pro-
tein makers like Impossible Foods and 
Beyond Meat ‘have [a] quality road map 
and cost road map that makes them to-
tally competitive’” with animal protein, 
he told the Reddit audience. 

His family’s fabulous personal wealth, 
the Gates Foundation’s commitment to 
funding research into seed, plant, and 
food technology, and now its immense 
landholdings will make this self-anointed 
philosopher king a player in the future of 
farming and food. 

That power, however, should worry 
farmers everywhere, noted Nick Estes, 
an assistant professor at the University 
of New Mexico, in an April 5 column 
in The Guardian. 

“The principal danger of private farm-
land owners like Bill Gates,” explained 
Estes, “is not their professed support of 
sustainable agriculture often found in 
philanthropic work—it’s the monopolis-
tic role they play in determining our 
food systems and land use patterns.” 

Just ask Microsoft competitors about 
“monopolistic” roles in computer soft-
ware—if you can find any.

C
orn futures are meeting a headwind 
from China’s intentions to curb com-
modity speculation as well as green-

house type conditions that are forecast 
through the first week of June.   

The long range forecast for June-July-Au-
gust shows no threatening conditions other 
than the far western sections of the Corn 
Belt might see below normal moisture.   

In the meantime, planting is winding down 
at 90 percent done and emergence is 10 per-
cent ahead of the average.  Looking at ex-
ports, inspections last week were below the 
previous week at 68 million bushels with 
China taking the lion’s share of shipments.   

Meanwhile, there was a downtick in the 
overall pace of shipments, which needs to be 
monitored for signs of a peak. Right now, the 
funds are in a liquidation mode and pulling in 
their horns as they have trimmed 580 million 
bushels of their long position since mid-
April.  Long story short, too many bulls have 
been listening to hype stoking fears about in-
flation. 

Not much has developed in soybeans of 
late other than planting is progressing at a 
rapid pace, and there are no threatening con-
ditions in the forecast for the next couple of 
weeks.   

As of last week, 75 percent of the crop was 
in the ground compared to 63 percent  a year 
ago and 54 percent for the average.  The 
crop is ahead in development with 41 per-
cent having emerged versus the average of 
25 percent.   

Meanwhile, exports are lethargic.  Inspec-
tions last week were 7.1 million bushels, the 
third lowest of the season.  Shipments to 
China were barely noticeable.  At the current 
pace, exports may struggle to reach USDA’s 
target of 2.28 billion bushels.  In the mean-
time, the bulls are losing enthusiasm as they 
have liquidated 170 million bushels of their 
long position over the past three weeks.  The 
bottom line is that if soybean stocks were not 
tight, prices would not be at these levels.       

Wheat has been facing a headwind from 
the approaching harvest and improving con-
ditions in Europe and Australia.  Meanwhile, 
the rating for the winter crop dropped one 
notch last week to 47 percent  in good-to-ex-
cellent condition and compares to 54 percent 
a year ago.   

In other developments, exports have no 
bragging rights as inspections last week 
were below the previous week at 21 million 
bushel.  With only a couple of weeks left in 
the marketing year, it could be a photo finish 
in reaching USDA’s target of 965 million 
bushels.      

Too many bulls Beware of philosopher kings and 
prophets of ‘synthetic alternatives’
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placed, then she dies, her work com-

plete. 

“This can wreak havoc in an orchard 

with young trees or a nursery opera-

tion.”  Larson said.  

All these little slices damage the tree, 

but the worst damage is when the eggs 

hatch, the extra weight from the 

nymphs causes the small branch to snap 

and fall to the ground. When the branch 

falls to the ground, the nymphs can bur-

row into the ground to begin their 17-

year transformation.  

While this process is damaging for 

young trees, it acts as a nature pruning 

in mature forests, Larson noted.  He 

also pointed out the burrowing nymphs 

aerate the soil and help water filtration.  

Larson said there are reasons why ci-

cadas will be heard for six to eight 

weeks this summer. By some natural in-

stinct, cicadas have “periodic staggered 

emerge,” which provides predator satia-

tion. 

In layman terms, the first emerging ci-

cadas are quickly picked off by preda-

tors: wild turkey, snakes, dogs, 

squirrels, and of course, birds. Once 

these predators have had enough of 

these quick protein snacks, they leave 

those coming out later alone. 

Emergence can also depend on how 

deep the nymphs’ ground has burrowed 

and if the soil temperature warms at a 

different rate.  

“The first X’s were sighted in Mary-

land in late March because a family had 

warmed the ground around a hot tub,” 

Larson said. 

While most people living in the range 

of Brood X are cringing at the noise 

they produce, researchers are giddy 

with the opportunity to study the habits 

of this true insect. Over the last 100 

years, cicadas are a significant research 

subject. Researchers study why there 

are “early risers” and is climate change 

contributing factor.  

Is there localized extinction when ter-

rible flooding washes away soil where 

cicadas burrow? Why are there 17-year 

cycles and 13-year cycles and maybe 15-

year cycles? And the list goes on.  

This research is why Larson calls the 

cicada his favorite insect. 

“I just love the prolonged lifecycles 

they go through. It’s their periodic living 

and the historical connection for current 

entomologists to the great pioneers of 

entomology research. Brood maps are 

ways we discuss the long chain of sci-

ence and feel very connected to its 

roots.” 

For those living in the state that are 

missing out on the excitement over 

Brood X, they just have to wait until 

2024 when the 13 year Brood XIX 

emerges. 
 

By Toni Riley 

Field reporter

There are two ways that Kentuckians who are sighting cicadas can help docu-

ment the areas where the insects are emerging and mating, according to entomol-

ogy Dr. Jonathan Larson. 

The University of Kentucky entomology department hosts a Facebook page en-

titled Kentucky Bugs. The page will post photos submitted via messager. 

 Another way is through Cicada Safari, a mapping project of the emergence of 

the Brood X. Download the free app and then go on a safari to find periodic ci-

cadas. Submitted photos will be verified and posted on the live map. For more in-

formation:go to cicadasafari.org. 

FROM PAGE 1

Be a part of Cicada  

Citizen Science Projects

CICADAS:  

The 17-year bug is back

Newly morphed cicadas 
leaving their cases be-
hind. Photo provided by 
Dr. Jonathan Larson.
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Kentucky Commissioner of Agricul-
ture Dr. Ryan Quarles is renewing his 
call for Gov. Beshear to immediately end 
Kentucky’s participation in the federal 
pandemic unemployment assistance 
program and instead offer a “back-to-
work” bonus to encourage Kentuckians 
to reenter the workforce. 

 “As I travel the state and speak with 
employers, I hear about the immense 
labor shortage facing our businesses,” 
Quarles said. “While pandemic unem-
ployment assistance was needed tem-
porarily to help Kentuckians put 
out-of-work by the governor’s executive 
orders, we now have employers compet-
ing with government checks. There are 
plenty of jobs in Kentucky. If the gover-

nor is serious about getting back to nor-
mal and fully reopening our economy, 
he should encourage people to reenter 
the labor force.” 

 According to a report from the Ken-
tucky Chamber of Commerce and the 
University of Kentucky’s Gatton College 
of Business and Economics, Kentucky’s 
labor force participation rate in March 
“remained well below pre-pandemic lev-
els” and is nearly 5 percent lower than 
the national average and Kentucky’s 
border states. The report states the dif-
ference in labor force participation “sug-
gests that a larger share of workers who 
lost jobs…are not looking for work in 
Kentucky compared to the rest of the 
nation.” 

 “While we continue to encourage peo-
ple to take the vaccine, like I did, we 
should also encourage people to get 
back to work,” Quarles said. “Governor 
Beshear should follow the example of 
many other governors around the na-
tion who have offered back-to-work 
bonuses. This would be a great way to 
get people back to work, especially in 
our hospitality sector, which has 19 per-
cent fewer workers employed in it as 
compared to January 2020.” 

 Commissioner Quarles first called on 
Governor Beshear to end the pandemic 
unemployment bonus after hearing from 
restaurant and other small business 
owners during his “Restaurant Round-
table” tour.

Quarles: Halt federal pandemic  
unemployment bonus

Commissioner of Agriculture Dr. Ryan 
Quarles

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
quarterly agricultural trade forecast, re-
leased May 26, projects fiscal year 2021 
U.S. farm exports at $164 billion – the 
highest total on record. This represents 
an increase of $28 billion, or 21 percent, 
from last fiscal year’s total, and a $7-bil-
lion increase from USDA’s previous fis-
cal year 2021 forecast published in 
February. The annual export record of 
$152.3 billion was set in fiscal year 2014. 

“U.S. agricultural trade has proven ex-
traordinarily resilient in the face of a 
global pandemic and economic contrac-
tion. This strength is reflected in today’s 
USDA export forecast,” said Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack. “As we conclude 
World Trade Month, it’s clear that trade 
remains a critical engine powering the 

agricultural economy and the U.S. econ-
omy as a whole. Today’s estimate shows 
that our agricultural trading partners are 
responding to a return to certainty and 
reliability from the United States. Yester-
day’s action regarding the United States-
Mexico-Canada Agreement also made it 
clear that our trading partners must play 
by the rules. Ensuring that all U.S. pro-
ducers and exporters have access to 
global markets is a key to building back 
better and ensuring the continued 
strength and resiliency of rural Amer-
ica.” 

Key drivers of the surge in exports in-
clude a record outlook for China, record 
export volumes and values for a number 
of key products, sharply higher com-
modity prices, and reduced foreign com-

USDA forecasts record farm exports in 2021
petition. 

China is poised to be back on top as 
the United States’ number one cus-
tomer, with U.S. exports forecast at $35 
billion, eclipsing the previous record of 
$29.6 billion set in FY 2014. This growth 
is led by Chinese demand for soybeans 
and corn. Other top markets, in order, 
are Canada, Mexico, Japan, the Euro-
pean Union, and South Korea, with de-
mand remaining strong across the 

board. 
USDA projects that total exports of 

bulk commodities and meat will reach 
record levels for both volume and value 
in fiscal year 2021. On the bulk commod-
ity side, this is true for both corn and 
soybeans exports, with sorghum export 
value also at a record. On the meat side, 
beef and pork export values and vol-
umes are projected at an all-time high, 
as is broiler meat volume. 

Don’t miss a single 
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THE FARMER’S PRIDE 

Bourbon Steak

Recipe courtesy of Kentucky Proud Kitchen

 Why Does God Do  
What He Does For Us?

Visit us at SowerMinistries.com

Kentucky livestock producers encourage 

grilling this summer

Want to share your  
favorite recipe on 

Homeline? 
Send it to  

toni@farmlandpub.com, mail it to 
P.O. Box 159 or call 

 270-384-9454 and ask for Toni.  

 

Memorial Day weekend is widely known as the tradi-

tional kickoff to summer, and Kentucky’s livestock and 

poultry producers are looking forward to grilling season 

being in full swing. Whether you choose hamburgers and 

hot dogs, steak and ribs, or something more adventurous 

for your holiday weekend, we want you to know that our 

families stay busy year-round, raising safe, nutritious, and 

affordable protein for families like yours.  

Fresh, lean beef is rich in vitamins and minerals, espe-

cially iron – which helps your body use oxygen – and 

zinc, which helps maintain a healthy immune system. In 

just one three-ounce serving, you’ll get ten essential nutri-

ents, including about half of your daily value of protein.   

Have a preference for pork? Pork has many beneficial 

qualities that make it easy to incorporate into a balanced 

diet and diverse menu. The variety of options range from 

decadent and flavorful to lean and nutrient-rich cuts that 

are affordable, easy to make, and enjoyable to people of 

all ages. Pork is naturally low in sodium and an excellent 

source of potassium — two nutrients that, together, can 

help regulate blood pressure. 

Chicken is also a versatile protein source that goes 

great on the grill. From a whole smoked bird to chicken 

breast kabobs, there’s a wide variety of ways to prepare 

this economical meat. A three-ounce serving of chicken 

breast has 26 grams of protein and only 2.7 grams of fat, 

with only 128 calories.  

If you’re looking to try something different on your 

plate, Kentucky has a thriving lamb and goat industry. 

With 122 calories, less than 3 grams of fat and less than 

65 mg of cholesterol per serving, 3 ounces of goat can 

easily fit within the Dietary Guidelines for Americans set 

by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Whatever your choice of protein for the holiday week-

end, we hope that you have a safe and enjoyable time 

gathered around the grill.  

Rae Wagoner, Communication Director 

rwagoner@kysoy.org 

The Kentucky Livestock Coalition is composed of 10 member or-

ganizations that have an interest in promoting poultry and live-

stock in the commonwealth. For more information on livestock 

and poultry in Kentucky, visit www.kylivestockcoalition.org. 

Everything we do in life is the result of a 

choice or decision we make. Every choice 

has its consequence or outcome. There are 

times when we make a choice, and we are 

pleased with the outcome or result. Other 

times we make decisions that hurt or haunt 

us; bring results that embarrass us or bring 

our lives or our goals to a grinding halt. 

Sometimes the results of the choices we 

make force us to look carefully at what we 

have done with our lives. Every choice, how-

ever, contributes to the legacy that we will 

leave behind us. 

David made some especially important de-

cisions that caused him pain and suffering, 

grief and fear. He knew that he was often dis-

obedient to the promises he made to God and 

knew that he had to face the consequences of 

his choices. With deep humility he recog-

nized the poor decisions he made and said, “I 

am under vows to You, O God!” Making a 

commitment or decision to honor and serve 

God is serious. It is not to be made without 

considering the implications it will have on 

our lives and the lives of others. A vow to God 

can be the beginning of a chapter of right-

eous living. 

We all know of the tragedies in David’s life 

because he consciously broke his vows to 

God. With careful planning and deliberate 

choices, he committed crimes against both 

God and man. He knew what he deserved but 

went to God and repented, asked for and then 

received His forgiveness. The result? “You 

have delivered me from death...that I may 

walk before You in the light of life.”

1 1/2-Lb Top Round Steak (cut 1-1/2 inches thick 
3 Tbsp Olive Oil 
2 Tbsp Dijon Mustard 
1/4 Cup Kentucky Bourbon 
1/3 Cup Soy Sauce 
2 Tbsp Red Wine Vinegar 
1 Tbsp Worcestershire Sauce 
1/4 Cup Brown Sugar (packed) 
2 Tbsp Garlic Cloves (minced) 
1 Tsp Salt 
2 Tsp Pepper  

 

Combine all ingredients except steak in a bowl. 

Mix well to produce marinade. Place steak in a seal-

able plastic bag. Pour the marinade over the steak 

and seal the bag. Marinate in the refrigerator for 6 

to 12 hours.  

Drain the steak, discarding the marinade. Place 

the steak on a grill rack. Grill, uncovered, over medium-hot coals for 25 to 30 minutes for medium rare to medium.  

Remove the steak to a cutting board. Let stand for 3 to 5 minutes. Cut diagonally across the grain into thin strips.  

Serve with roasted potatoes.
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The Paycheck Protection Program is 
meant to help small businesses and em-
ployees hurt by the pandemic, but the 
program has been criticized for empha-
sizing loans to large businesses at the 
expense of smaller and rural businesses. 
Now ProPublica has found that nearly 
400 PPP loans worth $7 million were 
given last summer to fake companies, 
mostly farms. 

“All of these loans to nonexistent busi-
nesses came through Kabbage, an on-
line lending platform that processed 
nearly 300,000 PPP loans before the first 
round of funds ran out in August 2020, 
second only to Bank of America,” Lydia 
DePillis and Derek Willis report. “ProP-
ublica found 378 small loans totaling $7 
million to fake business entities, all of 
which were structured as single-person 
operations and received close to the 
largest loan for which such micro-busi-
nesses were eligible. The overwhelming 
majority of them are categorized as 
farms, even in the unlikeliest of locales, 
from potato fields in Palm Beach to or-
ange groves in Minnesota.” 

The Kabbage loans are only part of “a 
sprawling fraud problem that has suf-

fused the Paycheck Protection Program 
from its creation in March 2020 as an at-
tempt to keep small businesses on life 
support while they were forced to shut 
down. With speed as its strongest imper-
ative, the effort run by the federal Small 
Business Administration initially lacked 
even the most basic safeguards to pre-
vent opportunists from submitting fabri-
cated documentation, government 
watchdogs have said,” DePillis and 
Willis report. “While that may have al-
lowed millions of businesses to keep 
their doors open, it has also required a 
massive cleanup operation on the back-
end. The SBA’s inspector general esti-
mated in January that the agency 
approved loans for 55,000 potentially in-
eligible businesses, and that 43,000 ob-
tained more money than their reported 
payrolls would justify. The Department 
of Justice, relying on special agents from 
across the government to investigate, 
has brought charges against hundreds 
of individuals accused of gaming pan-
demic response programs.” 

By Heather Chapman 

The Rural Blog 

irjci.blogspot.com 

Forgivable PPP loans went to fake farms

The average American farmer is 58 
years old, presaging a crisis in agricul-
ture if younger farmers don’t take their 
place. But only 8 percent of farmers are 
under age 35. 

 “The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
has made concerted efforts to help 
young and beginning farmers, particu-
larly with access to farmland, credit and 
marketing skills. But focusing on the 
technical side of farming misses a funda-
mental fact about farms: They are inher-
ently social entities, and their success 
depends upon social infrastructure as 
much as biophysical or financial infra-
structures. Bolstering food systems’ re-
silience means supporting individuals so 
they can grow food,” Ohio State Univer-
sity professors Shoshanah Inwood, An-
drea Rissing and Florence Becot report 
for The Conversation, a site for journal-
ism by academic researchers. 

 “Our research indicates that health 
care and child care are two crucial in-
gredients for a successful food system.” 

Two-thirds of farmers have underlying 
health conditions, and one in three farm-

ers have a family member whose health 
problems make farming difficult.  

Though more than 90 percent of farm-
ers have health insurance, that number 
“hides details that plague the entire U.S. 
health care system, Inwood, Rissing and 
Becot write. “In addition to farming, half 
of all farm families have at least one 
adult working an additional full-time job, 
often primarily to get health insurance 
coverage. It’s an affordable option, but 
pulls time and energy away from farm 
work.” 

Health care expenses remain a big 
worry for farmers. Half of farmers said 
they worried they would have to sell 
farm assets to pay health expenses, and 
many told the researchers they had 
gone to great lengths to stay eligible for 
public health insurance, including tac-
tics such as keeping marriages secret. 
Some said they feel trapped because too 
much income can disqualify them for 
public benefits.  

Child care is also a big concern for 
younger farmers. 

 “In a national study of farm parents 

Family farms struggle with health insurance, child care 
before the pandemic, we found that 

two-thirds had struggled with the cost, 
availability and quality of child care. Sur-
veying farm parents during the early 
months of Covid-19, we found 58 per-
cent reported that taking care of chil-
dren became harder during the 
pandemic – especially for women farm-
ers and those with children under age 
6,” Inwood, Rissing and Becot report. 
“Women are one of the fastest-growing 
groups of farmers, and their role as pri-
mary caregivers influences a farm’s suc-
cess. In our research, women 
were almost twice as likely as men to re-
port that child care was an important 
factor in farm decisions, 44 percent com-
pared to 24 percent among men.” 

 The researchers also found that most 
female farmers with child-care problems 
operated small or medium farms and 
were much more likely to sell directly to 
consumers through avenues such as 

farmers’ markets. 
“Over the last 10 years, farm families 

have told us that public insurance op-
tions, making insurance easier for self-
employed people to access, universal 
health insurance, and affordable rural 
child care would help them grow better 
food and stronger businesses,” Inwood, 
Rissing and Becot write. “The Depart-
ment of Agriculture announced on April 
21, 2021, that it was beginning an effort 
to ‘improve and reimagine’ the supply 
chains for food production – including 
meeting the need of agriculture workers 
and addressing the needs of mid- to 
small-size farms. This an opportunity to 
integrate health insurance and child 
care as core infrastructure that supports 
the future of farmers and rural commu-
nities, along with the U.S. food supply.” 

 
By Heather Chapman 

The Rural Blog 

irjci.blogspot.com 

Subscribe Online at thefarmerspride.com 

Call 270-384-9454 
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The Wendell Berry Farming Program, 
a tuition-free college degree program 
named for the author, poet, farmer and 
conservationist, graduated its first co-
hort of 12 students in Kentucky May 15. 

Berry gave the graduates “a stirring 
assessment of the consequences to our 
country when millions of people have 
moved from farms to urban areas in a 
single lifetime,” a news release reports. 
“Sharing his belief in the fundamental 
laws of nature and human nature,” 
Berry said, “If the land is to be used by 
people, then it must be used by people 
who love it. Who are culturally prepared 
and instructed to use it lovingly. And 
whose cultures, therefore, are sustained 
economically.” 

Speaking at Henry County High 
School, Berry, 86, told the graduates, “I 
believe that you, along with all the rest 
of us, are called to take good care of our 
country. Which in the foreseeable future 
will mean both using it well and, so far 
as we can, healing the wounds we have 
given it.”  

“The graduates plan to follow Berry’s 
advice: Some will return to family farms 

to revitalize the land, manage forests, 
grow crops and raise livestock using 
sustainable methods,” the release re-
ports. “Others will apply their education 
to establish new enterprises that focus 
on connecting people with food and 
farms.” 

The Berry program “is a partnership 
between The Berry Center of New Cas-
tle and Vermont’s Sterling College, a 
small liberal arts college committed to 
using education as a force to advance 
ecological thinking and action,” the re-
lease says. Graduates earn a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in sustainable agriculture 
and food systems. Tuition is replaced by 
grant support from the NoVo Founda-
tion, co-founded by Peter Buffett 
(youngest son of billionaire Warren Buf-
fett) and his  wife Jennifer, and gifts 
from other foundations and individuals. 
Students pay room, board and fees. 

Sterling President Matthew Derr said 
in the release, “The Berry Center’s gen-
erational, local understanding of this 
place and its people has been critical to 
the success of this program. It’s so clear 
that we share a sense of trust, friend-

Wendell Berry Farming Program graduates first class

Berry Farming Program graduates and faculty members (Photo provided)

ship, and commitment to community 
with all of those here in Kentucky.”  

Graduate Lizzie Camfield, of Camp-
bellsburg, said her graduation plans in-
clude starting her own family farm and 
continuing the small-batch fermented 
hot sauce business she established as 
her capstone senior project.  

“Without this program, I would never 
have felt empowered enough to pursue 

farming as a career,” Camfield said. “I 
love Kentucky, but I didn’t consider it a 
place where I could make a life and a liv-
ing, especially farming. Now I have a 
whole different perspective and I treas-
ure it more than ever.”     

By Al Cross 
The Rural Blog 

irjci.blogspot.com 

Corn, soybeans and wheat were all 
selling at or near the highest prices in 
eight years. Last week, the market fell, 
“with virtually no change in fundamen-
tals except some improvement in soil 
moisture levels in the western Corn 
Belt,” Ray Grabanski reports for Suc-
cessful Farming.  

“However, the market rallied $1 to $2 
from March 30 to May 12 with no 
change in fundamentals, so it’s likely to 
drop $1 to $2 by the time we are done, 
too, with virtually no change in funda-
mentals. That is simply what market 
tops look like and how they behave, and 
this most certainly now can be called a 
market top in all three major grains: 
wheat, corn, and soybeans. If a major 
crop problem develops this summer yet 
(like a drought), we could rally back up 
to new highs or the old highs.”  

There’s no sign of any major crop 
problems right now, especially since re-
cent rainfall has reduced drought-af-
fected areas of the Corn Belt and the 
forecast continues to call for normal or 
above-normal precipitation and cooler 
temperatures across the Midwest, Gra-
bankski reports. 

“Crop conditions yesterday continue 

to show an early planted crop (corn 90 
percent planted, 10 percent ahead of 
normal), with winter wheat continuing 
to improve with above-normal yield po-
tential. However, the first ratings of the 
year show a hard red spring wheat crop 
that is the lowest rated ever (even lower 
than 1988) at only 45 percent rated 
good/excellent,” Grabanski reported 
last week. “Barley is also poorly rated at 
only 47 percent rated G/E (vs. 67 per-
cent last year), mostly due to a lack of 
soil moisture in the west resulting in 
poor germination. Soybeans are 75 per-
cent planted (21 percent ahead of nor-
mal), oats 95 percent planted (5 percent 
ahead), barley 91 percent planted (4 per-
cent ahead), and HRS wheat is 94 per-
cent planted (9 percent ahead). Yet, 
while HRS/barley is poorly rated now, 
recent rains will likely improve those 
ratings as it has already in pasture con-
ditions (28 percent rated G/E this week, 
an improvement of 3 percent).”  

 

 
By Heather Chapman 

The Rural Blog 

irjci.blogspot.com 

Crop prices seem to hit ‘market top’



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Cowherd Dairy

pCampbellsville Location

1483 Old Summersville Rd. 

Campbellsville, KY 42718 

270-465-2679
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3 Ensminger Dr. 

asgow, KY 42141 

270-651-2643
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our appreciation to our dairy  

s, BouMatic Chemicals will be

  

  

  

  

producers, BouMatic Chemicals will be  

2% OFF for June Dairy Month.

For chemicals, supplies and more.

From our dairy to yours, 
Cowherd’s has all of  

your dairy needs. 
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Call Hailey today to get your ad in the next issue 

 of The Farmer’s Pride! 

Call 270-384-9454 or Text 270-634-4164

There’s toxic and then there’s toxic

I don’t know about you, but when I 

consult a list of all of the Kentucky pas-

ture plants that are potentially toxic, it 

amazes me that livestock ever survive.  

Buttercup is one of those weeds. But-

tercup contains the toxin ranunculin, 

which is a blistering agent. Ingested in 

large quantities, it can be fatal. We can 

find four species of buttercup in Ken-

tucky, but species differ in their toxicity. 

I can almost hear you say ‘What? But-

tercup is toxic? But it is everywhere!’ It 

does seem to be everywhere, especially 

in fields that have been grazed closely 

during the fall and winter. This low 

growing pasture weed is very visible 

right now due to its bright yellow flow-

ers.  

Livestock will avoid buttercup in pas-

ture, even when it seems to dominate 

the stand. Buttercup is not a problem in 

hay because the ranunculin is detoxified 

by the curing process. This spring, we 

received questions from multiple 

sources about the toxicity of buttercup 

in small grain silage in round bales. At 

first, this seemed to be one of those 

questions for which there was no good 

answer. 

Logically, it would seem that if ranun-

culin was detoxified by the curing 

process, the wilting required before 

making baleage (round bale silage) 

would also detoxify the buttercup.  

There are no documented cases of 

buttercup poisoning at the UK Veteri-

nary Diagnostic Laboratory, indirect evi-

dence that buttercup toxicity is not a 

problem in our stored forage. However, 

neither provide the firm evidence that 

we needed to say that buttercup was not 

a problem in silage.  

Dr. Ray Smith, my fellow UK forage 

extension specialist in Lexington, made 

contact with researchers in Switzerland 

who remembered an old paper on but-

tercup detoxification in silage. The 1992 

research paper (written in German) 

The Forage 
Doctor

By Jimmy Henning

The emergence of the showy yellow flowers of buttercup is a sure sign of spring in 
Kentucky. Buttercup can be toxic to livestock when grazed, but is detoxified in hay or 
silage. 

 SEE THERE’S,  PAGE 15
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PURCHASED NEW  |  STORED INSIDE  |  OWNER OPERATED
(5) DEERE & FORD Farm Tractors � (5) DEERE, SCAG & Other Mowers � CAT 304C Mini 

Excavator � CAT D4C Track Dozer � GENIE S-40 4X4 Boom Lift � BOBCAT 843 Skid Steer

(2) DEERE 460M & 467 MW Round Hay Balers � DEERE 328 Square Baler � (2) DEERE 946 & 

530 Moco & (1) ROWSE 10' Hay Cutter � (3) Tedders - New as 2015 � AERWAY 10' & DEERE 

8250 Cultivators � DEERE HX20 & BUSH HOG 2615 Bat Wing Rotary Cutters � VERMEER 

VR1224 Bat Wing Rake � Farm Implements & Attachments

(10+/-) Trailers to 26' x 7', New As 2018 - Gooseneck, Dump Bed, Round Bale, Horse Trailer 

(FEATHERLITE, MORITZ, TRAIL BOSS, LAMAR & Other) � (5) Hay Wagons

(3) DEERE Gators - (2019) XUV865R, (2018) XUV825M S4, (2018) XUV855M � 2012 

POLARIS RZR 800 � (7) Round Bale Feeders � CAT Generator � Lawn Maintenance

2013 CHEVROLET LTZ Suburban � 2002 BORGET Fat Daddy Chopper � 2012 HD Screamin 

Eagle Dresser Motorcycle � 1900’s Carriage Wagon (restored) & Much More! 

LIVE AUCTION & WEBCAST

JOHN LYNCH FARM
572 CLYDESDALE DRIVE in GRAYSON, KENTUCKY 41143

TUESDAY, JUNE 29th AT 10AM ET
INSPECTION: DAY PRIOR TO AUCTION FROM 9AM - 4PM

513/738-3311 | myronbowling.com

Buyer's Premium: 15% Onsite, 18% Online with bidspotter.com or proxibid.com

Myron C. Bowling, Principal Auctioneer - Lic. #255705

PU
BL

IC
 A

UC
TI

ON

More than 40 national farm groups 

joined together in a letter directed at 

congressional leaders voicing concern 

about legislative proposals that could 

had an adverse affect on agricultural op-

erations. 

The letter, dated, May 10, states that 

some current proposals “would jeopard-

ize the viability of the family-owned 

businesses that make up our respective 

industries.” 

The industry is calling for Congress to 

not “ alter or eliminate long-standing tax 

code provisions that are fundamental to 

the financial health of production agri-

culture and the businesses that supply 

its inputs, transport its products, and 

market its commodities.” 

Several proposals are causing concern 

about the ability for farms to handed 

down to a new generation, and the letter 

points out that, “(t)here are more than 

four times as many farmers and ranch-

ers aged 65 and older as there are those 

under the age of 35, and these individu-

als own more than 40 percent of agricul-

tural land in the United States.” 

As a result, the organizations call for 

the current estate tax exclusion limits to 

be maintained. 

Federal policy should help facilitate 

the transfer of agricultural land to fam-

ily-owned operations, the organizations 

write. 

“As currently outlined, we remain op-

posed to repealing the step up in  

basis and to imposing new capital 

gains taxes on family farms and ranches 

when there is a death in the family.” 

The groups also cites Sec. 199A busi-

ness income deduction as a key compo-

nent to keeping tax liabilities affordable 

for producers.  

The letter was signed by commodity 

organizations and ag-related groups and 

was delivered to majority and minority 

leadership in the U.S. Senate and House 

of Representatives. 

Federal tax proposals could affect  
farm transition to new generation
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EXPERIENCE

De Jonge Hoof Trimming, LLC
James De Jonge

Cell 606-303-2169 • Office 931-268-3660
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June is Dairy Month

Thank you to Kentucky 
Dairy Producers for your 

hard work every day! 



found that ranuncilin levels were re-

duced by 90 percent in silage compared 

to fresh forage. The most toxic species 

of buttercup in this study was not one 

commonly found in Kentucky.  

Dr. Smith is currently the chair of the 

International Grassland Congress, 

which is a worldwide gathering of lead-

ing scientists, students, industry, exten-

sion and primary producers that meet 

every 3-5 years to share their research 

results and their experiences. The next 

IGC will be in Nairobi, Kenya in Octo-

ber.  

The Congress will be coming to 

Cincinnati, Ohio in May of 2023, the first 

time in the U.S. since Kentucky hosted it 

back in 1981. Dr. Smith’s involvement 

within this international group of forage 

workers was instrumental in making the 

connections to find this key piece of re-

search on buttercup. 

 If you want to know more about the 

IGC, please see their website interna-

tionalgrasslands.org. 

Although it is good to know that but-

tercup is not toxic in silage, it is still not 

a desirable plant in pastures or hayfields. 

Buttercup emerges from seed in the fall 

or late winter and can be controlled by 

numerous broadleaf herbicides. Control 

is more effective in February through 

April when buttercup is small but before 

the yellow flowers emerge.  

For more information on weed control 

in grass pastures, see Weed Manage-

ment in Grass Pastures, Hayfields, and 

Other Farmstead Sites www2.ca.uky.edu 

/agcomm/pubs/agr/agr172/agr172.pdf 

or Broadleaf Weeds of Kentucky Pas-

tures www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/ 

pubs/agr/agr207/agr207.pdf.  

So buttercup is still potentially toxic 

and a problematic weed in pastures and 

hayfields. But at least we now have solid 

evidence that it is detoxified in both hay 

and silage. 

Happy foraging.  
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There’s toxic and then there’s toxic
FROM PAGE 12

Riceagrimarketing@att.net or call 

270-314-4317 • 270-314-3075 • 270-302-7138

Rice Agri-Marketing

We want to help you and your family, the stewards of Kentucky, 
to be productive, profitable and sustainable for future.  

SUMMER SPECIAL ON PRECISION PLANTING PRODUCTS AND FINANCING 

Every Bushel of Yield Counts Make your planter  

more productive and profitable with:  

• Delta Force Down Pressure • V Drive • Speed Tubes • Smart Firmers 

-CALL John 270.302.7138 or Ethan 270.999.5344 TODAY   

Ready to serve in helping you with scouting/testing your crops, plant/soil 

analysis and recommendations for Maximizing Your Crops Yields 

EARLY ORDER AGRIMAXX AND STEWARTS WHEAT VARIETIES Best yields and 

discounts for planting this fall and also cover crops planning for this fall 
 

          RSVP for Customer Appreciation and Fall/Carbon/

Cover Crops Meeting on July 2nd at Livermore, KY

NNooww  tthhee  LLoorrdd  iiss  tthhee  SSppiirriitt,,  

aanndd  wwhheerree  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  tthhee  

LLoorrdd  iiss,,  tthheerree  iiss  ffrreeeeddoomm..    

22  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  33::1177

Ask about our 
KY Proud and 
farmer grown 
hand sanitizer

Commissioner of Agriculture Dr. 

Ryan Quarles will lead five in-per-

son forums across the common-

wealth to strengthen ties between 

agriculture and manufacturing in an 

effort to increase income and cre-

ate jobs. 

The fifth annual series of LAND 

(Linking Agriculture for Network-

ing and Development) forums will 

open July 14 and continue through 

Sept. 14. The forums are sponsored 

by the Kentucky Department of 

Agriculture, Kentucky Association 

of Manufacturers, and financed in 

part by a grant from the Kentucky 

Agricultural Development Fund. 

“Kentucky’s agriculture and man-

ufacturing sectors collaborate al-

ready in many ways. The LAND 

forums are intended to strengthen 

this for the benefit of both,” Quarles 

said. “The goal of these forums is to 

make sure our manufacturers are 

aware of the plentiful raw agricul-

tural resources available in their 

own backyard before they consider 

importing foreign goods. Our de-

partment, along with the entire 

KAM team, works to make sure 

these forums are beneficial to both 

sides of these two important indus-

tries.” 

“Manufacturers come in all 

shapes and sizes, and many Ken-

tuckians don’t realize that Ken-

tucky’s manufacturing industry is 

tied directly to our agricultural in-

dustry,” said Lee Lingo, KAM exec-

utive director. “If an agricultural 

product is transformed or 

processed in any way, it becomes a 

product of the manufacturing indus-

try.  

The partnership between KDA 

and KAM is designed to bolster col-

laboration between agriculture and 

manufacturing to develop and ex-

pand upon the existing supply chain 

for agricultural product to the man-

ufacturing sector. The LAND fo-

rums are intended for 

manufacturers, agricultural leaders, 

economic development profession-

als, local and state officials, acade-

mia, and other stakeholders. 

The onsite forums will begin at 

10:30 a.m. local time and include a 

Kentucky Proud lunch for those 

pre-registered. 

For more information about the 

LAND forums, or to register, go to 

kam.us.com/land-forums. 

Fifth year of LAND forums announced

The emergence of the showy yellow flowers of buttercup is a sure sign of spring in 
Kentucky. Buttercup can be toxic to livestock when grazed but is detoxified in hay or 
silage. 

Send your news items  
to newsroom@thefarmerspride.com 

Dates and locations of the 2021 LAND forums

• July 14 – Western Kentucky University Agricultural Exposition 

Center, 406 Elrod Road, Bowling Green  

• Aug. 5 – Beck’s Hybrid’s, 5741 Airline Road, Henderson  

• Aug. 12 – Maysville Community and Technical College, 1755 

U.S. 68 Business, Maysville  

• Sept. 9 – Robinson Center for Appalachian Resource Sustainabil-

ity, 130 Robinson Road, Jackson  

• Sept. 14 – Gallrein Farms, 1029 Vigo Road, Shelbyville. 
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Roeder Auction 

Office 270-962-7273

Cell 270-881-2610

Owner: Delbert Roeder

Hopkinsville, KY 42240
1010 Skyline Dr.

Company

888-631-2746 • 502-633-2746 
88 Brunerstown Rd. • Shelbyville, KY 

shawn@hbarrysmith.com 

Your full service auction company!
GOLDEN RULE–WILSON

www.GoldenRuleAuction.com

Real Estate & Auction #1, LLC

270-384-1111 • 1-800-854-9992

Visit us for current REAL ESTATE  

listings & upcoming AUCTION events!

CCOONNDDUUCCTTIINNGG  LLIIVVEE,,  HHYYBBRRIIDD  &&  OONNLLIINNEE  OONNLLYY  AAUUCCTTIIOONNSS.. 
Call for a FREE Consultation!

Alex Popplewell, Auctioneer 

Todd Robertson, App. Auctioneer   

Danny Mouser, Agent & Auctioneer  

Troy Coffey, Agent & App. Auctioneer

Chris Wilson, Broker & Auctioneer 

Call Hailey Hare at  

270-384-9454 or  

text 270-634-4164 to  

get your ad in the  

Auctioneer Directory

TTAARRTTEERR 

REAL ESTATE & AUCTION CO.

504 31-W BYPASS • BOWLING GREEN 

DDaavviidd  TTaarrtteerr

Office: 270-781-0001 
Cell: 270-791-8601

auct1@aol.com 
www.tarteronline.com
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As  we  take  a  moment  to  reflect    

on  the  last  32  years,    

we  want  to  say  THANK  YOU  to  our  

loyal  readers,  advertisers,  

 

 

supporters  and  friends.  
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Second and 4th Monday of 
each month at 1 p.m.
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227700--338844--99445544  

oorr  eemmaaiill  

mmaarrkkeettiinngg@@dduuoo--ccoouunnttyy..ccoomm  

oorr  tteexxtt  227700--663344--44116644  

ttoo  ggeett  yyoouurr  aadd  iinn  

TThhee  FFaarrmmeerr’’ss  PPrriiddee

CCaallll    
HHaaiilleeyy  aatt  

Loretto Grain

Currently Contracting Fall Grain 

Current bids are on our website  

at peterson-farms.com
Sales and Marketing call: Deborah Gillis  

270-699-0792 

Deliveries call: Brent Hupman 

502-827-3344
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CLASSIFIEDS

Call Charlie 859-608-9745 

Red Barn & Associates 

www.RedBarnandAssociates.com

MAY 2021 SPECIALS
1402/1403 Horning heads - IN STOCK 

John Deere 3975/3955 - IN STOCK 
New Holland 790/900/230/240 - IN STOCK 
IH Tractors - 1566, 1086, 966, 766, 140 - IN STOCK 
Artex SB600 IN STOCK 
Meyer 510 TMR mixers  IN STOCK 
Cloverdale 500 T -TMR mixers  IN STOCK 
Stoltzfus 10 ton Litter spreader $30,000 
Gehl R150 skid loader $19,500 
Caterpillar 242B skid loader- $17,500 
New Holland 790 choppers @ $7,500 
John Deere 8200 drill $6,000 
Gehl 7210 feeder wagon $7,500 
New Idea 363- manure spreader $8,500 
Artex SB 200- vertical beater- FOR RENTAL 
Kemco Bale Wrapper new $30,000 
Stoltzfus lime - litter- fert cu 50 $19,500 
JD 556 and JD 567 string roll balers CALL 
Farmco feeder wagons-15 in stock – CALL 

JD  468 – net and twine Round Baler $16,500 

Esch hay tedders, 18 and 22 ft IN STOCK

CLASSIFIED  

ORDER FORM

20 words or less  
(50¢ per word after 20 words)

$20 for 2 issues

Mail form to:  
The Farmer’s Pride  

P.O. Box 159 
 Columbia, KY 42728



FOR SALE: Registered 
polled Hereford bulls and Gel-
bvieh bulls. Call Clifford 
Farms at 859-234-6956. TFN 
FOR SALE: Registered 
Angus cows, calves and 
heifers for sale. Call Ridge 
View Angus at 606-787-
7307.    Kings Mountain, Ky. 
FOR SALE: Beef crossed 
calves, bulls and heifers, 7-
21 days old; Holstein calves 
and Jersey calves. Can de-
liver. Call 270-991-3727. 
Cave City, Ky.          6/17 
FOR SALE: 28 Jersey Milk 
Cows - 502-548-5467, leave 
message if no answer. 5/20 
FOR SALE: 2 and half year 
old registered Jersey bull. 
Good disposition, $100, 
Paris, Tn., Charles Steer, 
731-782-3463.            6/3 
FOR SALE:Four basket 
KUHN tedder, caller 502-
867-9562 or 859-333-0807. 

          6/3 
 

CLASSIFIEDS

Beef Timber

MONEY GROWS ON 

TREES: Looking for walnut, 
white oak and red oak trees. 
Will also harvest other 
species. Certified logger, ref-
erences available. Will travel. 
Call Eli Miller Logging at 270-
524-2967 and leave a mes-
sage. Member of the Better 
Business Bureau     12/16/21

Farm Equipment
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in  

!”

Services

Timber

CLASSIFIED 

ORDER FORM
NAME: _______________________ 

ADDRESS: ___________________ 

_____________________________ 

PHONE: _____________________

20 words or less  
(50¢ per word after 20 words)

$20 for 2 issues

Mail form to:  
The Farmer’s Pride  

P.O. Box 159 
 Columbia, KY 42728

Hauling Rice Hulls for Poultry Houses

Lewis Farms
John Lewis

Call 606-307-4430 Serving Kentucky & Tennessee

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Beauregard • O’Henry 

Bunch Porto Rico • Covington 

Georgia Jets • Murasaki  •  White Bonita 

Averre • Orleans

Visit our website to place your order 

www.sweetpotatoesky.com

Kentucky’s only certified sweet potato plant producer!

Internet prices include shipping; please contact us for local pickup prices.

VARIETIES AVAILABLE

Plants are shipped according to recommended planting 

dates for your area; see the FAQ tab on our website. 

Contact us for more information! 

twinoakacres.ky@gmail.com 

606-219-6570

- FOR SALE - 

SWEET POTATO PLANTS

Jonathan & Angie Dye • 606-219-6570 
P.O. Box 201 • Nancy, Ky. 42544 • www.sweetpotatoesky.com

Harvey Mitchell 859-612-7326 

harvey@kyprimerealty.com 

Matt Mitchell, Principal Broker 502-758-4226 

matt@kyprimerealty.com 

Greg Robey, Sales Associate 859-265-0373 

greg@kyprimerealty.com

KyPrimeRealty.com

YYoouurr  KKeennttuucckkyy  FFaarrmm  
BBrrookkeerraaggee  EExxppeerrttss

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn  tthhee  ssaallee  ooff  aallll  
ttyyppeess  ooff  ffaarrmmss  aanndd  llaanndd..FOR SALE

FOR SALE: BEAN, 

TOMATO, and TOBACCO 

STICKS - kiln dried oak. 
Lebanon Oak Flooring Co 
LLC, Lebanon, Ky. PH: 270-
692-2128.         9/16 
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270-524-000

Marketing In

Service and Quality Are

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

UCE AUCTION
UNTY

n Hwy. • Munfordville, Ky.

05

fo: 270-524-0008

e Our Highest Priority

FOR SALE: Allis-Chalmers 
four row, no-till, corn planter 
and carousel mechanical to-
bacco transplanter. Call 
Chester Philpot at 502-741-
8685, Shepherdsville. 6/3/21
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CLASSIFIEDS

Farm Equipment

Serving Kentucky and Surrounding States Since 1951

Call 859-254-7022

Pipes, sprinklers,

guns, travelers,

center pivots & drip

Pumps, reels,

drag hose

systems

www.kentuckyirrigation.comMade in the U.S.A.

COWHERD EQUIPMENT, INC.
1483 Old Summersville Rd. • Campbellsville • cowerdequipment.com

Office: 270-465-2679 � Fax: 270-465-8239 � Mobile: 270-469-0398

Silage Bags • Bunker Covers • Hay Covers 
Stretch Film • Net Wrap • Twine

Silage Baggers & Hay Wrappers for Sale or Rent
Parts & Services Offered!

Come See Us For All 
Your Mixer Wagon Parts, 

Services & Repairs!

Russell County Stockyards

Have livestock questions? 
Need information?

Farm Visits � Consultation on when to sell

Call Mike Loy at 

270-250-3554

32x72     You Build: $5,250 – We Build: $8,500

32x96       You Build: $6,950 – We Build: $10,995

Home Phone: 270-692-6730

Cell Phone: 270-699-1499

Joe Paul Mattingly
830 Sally Ray Pike
Raywick, KY 40060

*Includes everything except concrete around post.
*Includes everything except concrete around post and 
metal on the sides.

Call 270-384-9454  

to advertise your  

business in The Pride!

Services

32x72  You Build: $5,750 – We Build: $8,750 

32x96  You Build: $7,500 – We Build: $11,995

Farmers Serving Farmers

Services

Hillside Acres
Eubank, Ky.

Custom Silage Bagger Rental 
7 ft., 8 ft., & 9 ft. Bags 
Plastic Sheeting

25’x100’ 
up to 60’x200’ 
30” Flavor Seal  
       Bale Wrap 
48” Hybrid Netwrap 

51” Hybrid Netwrap 
67” Hybrid Netwrap 
48” Blue Magic     
       Netwrap 
Sisal and Plastic Twine

Call for prices 
606-423-4271 • 606-802-5748

Farm Equipment

Timber

Services

Services

MATTINGLY SILOS
502-252-7300

All Sizes of Silage Bags & Bunker Covers

Ag Bag & Kelly Ryan Baggers 

For Sale or Rent � Stretch Film � Silo Doors

� Parts Available for Hanson, Valmetal, Badger®, 

Silo Matic, P & D, Van Dale, Starline, James Way 

� Valmetal Vertical Mixers 250-1100CF

SHAVINGS, INC.

1001 New Columbia Rd.  

Campbellsville, Ky. 42718

Phone 270-789-9611 • Fax 270-789-4901

WOOD SHAVINGS FOR  

ANIMAL BEDDING

Clean • Natural 

Absorbent • Baled or Bulk

SEE YOU AT THE FARM SHOW! 

WEST WING #3093

Buyers of Red Cedar and Pine Logs
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SATURDAY,, JUNE 19 H - 10
HWY 127 & Damron Creek Rd, Russ
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OVERLAND PARK, Kan. – On Mon-

day, May 10, member leaders of Ameri-

can Farm Bureau Federation, National 

Cattlemen’s Beef Association, National 

Farmers Union, R-CALF USA, and the 

United States Cattlemen’s Association 

met in Phoenix, Arizona. 

These groups convened at the request 

of Livestock Marketing Association to 

discuss challenges involved in the mar-

keting of finished cattle with the ulti-

mate goal of bringing about a more 

financially sustainable situation for cattle 

feeders and cow-calf producers. 

The group talked candidly about is-

sues facing the industry today, including 

discussions on packer concentration, 

price transparency and discovery, 

packer oversight, Packers and Stock-

yards Act enforcement, level of captive 

supply, and packer capacity. 

The group also agreed to take to their 

respective organizations for considera-

tion these action items: 

– Expedite the renewal of USDA’s 

Livestock Mandatory Reporting (LMR), 

including formula base prices subject to 

the same reporting requirements as ne-

gotiated cash and the creation of a con-

tract library. 

– Demand the Department of Justice 

issue a public investigation status report 

and as warranted, conduct joint DOJ and 

USDA oversight of packer activity mov-

ing forward. 

– Encourage investment in, and devel-

opment of, new independent, local, and 

regional packers. 

The meeting brought together diverse 

producer organizations to identify issues 

and discuss potential solutions. These is-

sues and action item lists are not com-

prehensive, due to time constraints of 

this meeting. Attending organization 

representatives issued a news release 

and reported that they were pleased to 

have reached consensus on many issues 

and are committed to the ultimate goal 

of achieving a fair and transparent fin-

ished cattle marketing system. 

Farm groups outline 
 livestock marketing issues 


