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CROFTON, Ky. – Keith Shepherd scouts his crop, 

checks growth, and looks for disease and insect damage. 

He checks market prices and uses USDA Farm Agency 

programs. He worries about weather conditions that affect 

his crop, which will be harvested over the next 30 years. 

Thirty years? Shepherd is a Master Tree Farmer and 

manages Burdoc Tree Farm.  

“I’m just like any other farmer when it comes to produc-

ing an agriculture commodity. I have the same pressures; 

my harvest schedule is just different,” Shepherd said. 

In 1982, fresh from the University of Kentucky with a 

bachelor’s degree in forestry science, Shepherd received 

his parents’ blessing to turn their 1,200 acre north Chris-

tian County farm into a tree farm. Shepherd’s parents, his 

mother a Hopkinsville doctor and his father an insurance 

fraud attorney, purchased the abandoned acreage in 1954, 

naming the farm Burdoc, a combination of their name Bur-

well and Doctor.  

They set about bringing the farm back to a crop and live-

stock operation, but the farm was predominately woodland. 

While Shepherd began his tree farm management with the 

entire farm, in 1993 his mother’s estate’s settlement re-

duced his tree farm to 660 acres.  

It is important to note that north Christian County is 

topographically very different than south Christian. South 

Christian hosts some of the largest agriculture acres in the 

state and regularly puts Christian County at the top of 

statewide agriculture statistics.  

While north Christian has many farmers and tillable 

acres, the crop acreages are smaller. There are rolling hills 

and a landscape more akin to the western coalfields in 

neighboring Hopkins and Muhlenberg counties. Shepherd 

acknowledges the difference by pointing out that south 

Christian has Pembroke loam soils, where his farm has 

Zanesville soils. 

Shepherd’s first hurdle in developing the tree farm was 

timber stand improvement. He divided the woodlands into 

30-acre sections that would be managed for certain species 

Tree farmer talks harvesting
Master tree farmer Keith Shepherd stands in front of one of his tree farm management sections that was harvested last fall. 

Cattlemen help 

producers in 

eastern Kentucky

SEE CHRISTIAN, PAGE 3

Kentucky cattlemen, local businesses and 

volunteers have donated hay, fencing, and 

cleaning supplies to offer relief to the flooded 

areas of eastern Kentucky.  

University of Kentucky Cooperative Exten-

sion agents in those counties are working 

hard to help their communities. Kentucky 

Cattlemen’s Association is also involved and 

has set up a donation button on the organiza-

tion’s website. Money raised will be used to 

replace fencing or meet other needs. 

There is need for hay due to pasture dam-

age and need for restoring pasture fields. 

Some fields had as much as a foot or more 

sand deposited on top of the field. 

Anyone wishing to help may contact their 

local extension service or KCA at 859-278-

0899. 

Donations may be made at kycattle.org or 

write a check to KCA, 176 Pasadena Dr., Lex-

ington, Ky. 40503. Add to the memo line, 

“Eastern Ky. Flood relief fund.” 

To donate supplies to farmers in eastern Ken-
tucky, contact your local extension office or KCA 
at 859-278-0899.
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FARMERS REGIONAL LIVESTOCK MARKET OF GLAGOW, LLC
I-65 & U.S. 68 Exit • Smiths Grove, Ky.

Dairy Sale Every Tuesday at Noon
Mike Hatcher 

1-800-563-2131 • 270-384-6376 • 270-378-0512

MARKET REPORT: WEEK OF March 9, 2021 
Farmers Regional Livestock Market of Glasgow, LLC
Total Receipts: 757. Supply included 11% feeder cattle (8% steers, 92% dairy steers),  

62% slaughter calttle (82% cows, 18% bulls), 27% replacement dairy cattle (19% 

fresh/milking cows, 5% bred heifers, 13% springer heifers, 25% open heifers, 29% baby 

bull calves, 10% baby heifer calves.) Feeder cattle supply over 600# was 72%.

Fresh Milking Cows: Supreme 1525.00-1800.00, Approved 1300.00-
1425.00, Medium 1125.00-1275.00, Common 775.00-1075.00, Common 
700.00-775.00 Jersey. 
Bred Heifers: Medium 850.00-925.00, Common 675.00-775.00. 
Springer Heifers: Medium 875.00-1025.00, Common 700.00-850.00. 
Open Heifers: Supreme 775# 70.00, Approved 450-475# 310.00-385.00, 
Approved 550-575# 425.00-475.00, Approved 650# 535.00, Medium 300# 
190.00, Medium 425# 240.00-250.00, Common 425# 170.00. 
Steers: 800-810# 110.00-120.00. Dairy Steers: 335# 109.00, 368# 106.00, 
405# 105.00, 597# 94.00, 709# 96.50, 755-771# 85.00-94.00, 860# 85.00, 
1048# 72.00. 
Baby Bull calves: 14 head 20.00-110.00, 11 head 140.00-330.00 Beef 
Cross, 5 head 100.00-130.00 Crossbred, 9 head 10.00-90.00 Jersey. 
Baby Heifer calves: 5 head 60.00-100.00, 6 head 130.00-230.00 Beef 
Cross, 2 head 90.00 Crossbred. 
Slaughter Cows: Breaker 75-80 percent lean 1395-1855# 52.00-59.00, 
H.Dr. 1345-1845# 61.00-66.00, Boner 80-85 percent lean 1090-1475# 50.00-
59.00, H.Dr. 1135-1415# 60.00-73.00, L.Dr. 1140-1395# 40.00-49.00, Lean 
85-90 percent lean 730-1110# 40.00-49.00, H.Dr. 870-1065# 50.00-60.00, 
L.Dr. 735-1240# 31.00-38.00. 
Bulls: Y.G. 1-2 1545-2270# 86.00-95.00, H.Dr. 1770-2045# 96.00-100.00, 
L.Dr. 1400-1880# 82.11.

Continental Industries, Inc.

• Continental Float, Plant & Garden Ag Covers

• Continental Mud & Erosion Control Fabric

• Continental Straw Blankets and Sod Staples

• Bridon/Fabpro Plastic Baler Twine and Bale-Lok Plus Net Wrap

Jim Hamilton
P.O. Box 865 • Shepherdsville, Ky. 40165

(502) 543-2600 • jchamilton@windstream.net

For Further Information on Distribution, contact:

• Drexel Chemical Company
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Super Sucker Stuff

Sucker Plucker

Leven-38

Drexalin Plus

Plucker Plus

Transplanter Moly

LEXINGTON – Spring is on the hori-

zon. Most cattle producers are ready to 

put the cold and snow behind them and 

see the pastures greening up. But Uni-

versity of Kentucky beef specialist 

Katie VanValin urges producers not to 

let the green grass fool them.   

“The growth we see in our pastures in 

the early spring can be deceiving,” she 

said. “From a nutrient standpoint, 

it often just won’t cut it. There’s just not 

yet enough forage available, and what is 

available has a high moisture content. 

When we turn the cows out too early, 

they can exert more energy searching 

for the next bite, and most of that 

mouthful ends up being water.”   

For spring-calving cows, this time is 

especially critical. Most cows are transi-

tioning from late gestation to lactation 

right now, and their nutrient require-

ments are at their highest. VanValin said 

it’s not a time to let cows slip into an en-

ergy deficit and lose body condition. She 

encourages producers to make sure 

cows are in good body condition before 

calving and then maintain their condi-

tion through breeding to ensure opti-

mum performance.   

“Research shows us that cows’ repro-

ductive performance begins to decline 

when cows reach a body condition score 

of 4, so it’s crucial to performance and 

efficiency of the herd for cows to main-

tain a body condition score of 5 to 

6,” VanValin said.  

If producers turn cows out too 

early, it can also cause undue stress on 

forages, ultimately hurting the stand and 

creating an opportunity for weeds to in-

vade. Instead, producers need to evalu-

ate the forages in their pasture and let 

the grass growth dictate when to turn 

cows out as opposed to a date on the cal-

endar.  

Another problem of early green pas-

tures is “grass tetany.” Grass tetany 

most often occurs in older, lactating 

cows consuming a diet of lush green 

grass that is high in potassium and low 

in magnesium. It may also occur in cows 

with insufficient forage available and 

consequently have an insufficient intake 

of magnesium.  

“While grass tetany commonly occurs 

in early spring, we also see it when feed-

ing wheat or rye baleage, since the ce-

real grains are usually high in potassium 

and nitrogen but low in magnesium,” 

said UK College of Agriculture, Food 

and Environment ruminant veterinarian 

Michelle Arnold. “In any case, affected 

cattle have borderline low blood magne-

sium concentration, and then they de-

velop clinical signs of grass tetany when 

triggered by a stressor such a cold 

snap.”  

Producers can prevent it by feeding a 

magnesium supplement during times 

when conditions are right for grass 

tetany to occur.  

“Ideally, producers will begin to sup-

plement with free-choice, high-magne-

sium mineral at least 30 days prior to 

calving,” Arnold added.   

If cattle show signs of grass tetany, 

Arnold emphasized it is a true veteri-

nary emergency, and they need prompt 

treatment. Producers should be very 

careful around cattle suspected of hav-

ing grass tetany, as they may be quite 

aggressive. Prevention of this condition 

is much better than a cure, because sur-

vival rates are low, around 40 percent of 

affected cattle. Soil testing is always a 

good indicator of pasture potassium lev-

els.  

“The bottom line here is, don’t let 

spring fever set in early and turn your 

cows out on a pasture that doesn’t meet 

all the nutritional needs of your 

herd,” VanValin said. “Continue to evalu-

ate body condition score and let that 

guide your management decisions dur-

ing the transition to spring.”  

 

By Aimee Nielson 

University of Kentucky 

Green grass can fool cattle producers
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Excellent Quality 
Great Price 

Northern KY Tobacco  
Greenhouses & Supplies 
1490 Hwy. 35 • Sparta, KY 41086 

502-463-2412 • Fax 502-463-2416 

kitty.nkygreenhouses@gmail.com

Hemp Clones available!

SUPPLIES: Styrofoam trays, 

soil mix, bark mix, drip tape, 

irrigation supplies, plastic 

mulch (3’ & 4’ 1.25 mil)  

and MORE!

varieties to choose from: 

BaOx • Cherry Citrus • Sweetened  •  T1 • Stout

Reserve yours today!

CCBBDD  cclloonneess  

CCBBGG  cclloonneess

of trees. As he walked through his tim-

ber crop, he explained the process.  

“When you manage woods and do any 

type of harvest work, it should always be 

geared toward improving the quality of 

the timber, either by improving the qual-

ity of the stems themselves or the 

species composition.” 

The first consideration in management 

is which species to keep. “White oak, 

red oak, cherry, and walnut were highly 

prized beginning in Colonial American 

and still are today,” Shepherd said. 

White oak, in particular, has many uses, 

from furniture to barrels, cross ties and 

pallets. 

By improving species composition, the 

farmer selects the species with the best 

marketability and removes the less de-

sirable trees. Just like culling a cattle 

herd – keep the best calves. The farmer 

can then manipulate the cover and bring 

back the type of trees they want through 

nature. Or, as he put it, let “God do it.” 

Allowing nature to reforest is less costly 

and less labor-intensive than planting 

trees.  

 But he also pointed out the farmer 

can’t cut everything. One of the true val-

ues of a log is its unbranched length. 

The length develops through competi-

tion for sunlight. Small trees like red-

buds, small hickories, and maples can 

shade and force the canopy of the valu-

able oak to grow taller to reach the nec-

essary sunlight. 

As with any crop, growing conditions 

are an essential consideration. Shepherd 

said that soil type, soil fertility, depth of 

soil, and even the slope’s solar aspect 

are considerations when selecting tree 

species. For instance, red oak grows 

best on a northeast-facing slope, while 

white oak grows best on a southwest 

side.  

As he walked, Shepherd pointed to a 

large white oak with a 15-foot un-

branched log.  

“I really like that tree.  I think that’s a 

really good tree,” he said, taking pride in 

his crop as any farmer would.  

“But I won’t know how good it is until 

it’s cut,” he laughed, also noting that the 

most value of the tree is in the bottom 

log. Shepherd said that defects in a tree 

are not revealed until the tree hits the 

saw. White oaks are prized for their light 

yellow color, a reddish color is a defect. 

A tree could have a defect from being 

burned.  Kentucky does have forest 

fires, but fire damage from errant to-

bacco bed fires is not uncommon. Wind 

damage in young trees can cause 

growth ring separation and this condi-

tion again goes undetected until it’s on 

the saw and the board separates. 

Each of his 30 sections has its own 

management plan, some cut more inten-

sively than others, but all are harvested 

on a rotational basis with a steady in-

come stream. But he doesn’t have all his 

timber income hitched to the sections. 

He has a 40-acre tree plantation of white 

oak and white pine planted in 2000. He 

has also selected small groves of wal-

nuts,  cutting out the parent trees and 

growing the smaller trees to harvest 

size.  

Shepherd’s tree farming philosophy is 

straightforward. “Herd management, 

crop management, woodland manage-

ment – it’s all the same thing. A tree 

farmer needs a little bit of vision of what 

the future will be and what they want it 

to be, and they can be successful.”  

 

By Toni Riley 

Field Reporter

FROM PAGE 1

Shepherd points to burn damage in the center of a tree that goes completely undetected 
until the tree is harvested. 

Christian County farmer markets timber
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 SEE GUN,  PAGE 5

It’s not that gun 

owners in the 

country want to 

see criminals 

get their hands 

on guns; we 

just don’t trust 

our government 

to make laws 

that affect the 

criminals and 

not affect law-

abiding citizens.

ONE 
VOICE 

 

Sharon 

Burton 

U
nless they are teaching future agriculturalists, encourag-
ing teachers to use positive examples of food animals in 
their science curricula is not the easiest task in the world. 

In then walks the horse, the gateway animal.  
Kentucky is well known for its horse industry. The limestone rich 

soils, abundant water and forages, and temperate climate are a per-
fect place to raise the majestic animal that has been vitally impor-
tant to our economy. According to the University of Kentucky 
Equine Survey completed in 2012, our horses and related assets are 
valued at $23.4 billion and support more than 40,000 jobs.  

While it is only one part of Kentucky’s agricultural enterprise, 
horses are an easy way to teach concepts of life sciences, ecosys-
tems, and animal husbandry, and these concepts easily translate to 
other farm animals for comparisons. I remember that it was my in-
volvement with horses and 4-H that led me to study agriculture at 
the University of Kentucky, and a much larger community and job 
opportunities were opened to me. 

We are happy to announce that we will be offering a new Ken-
tucky Academic Standards-aligned curriculum with a horses and 
science theme this summer at the Kentucky Farm Bureau Regional 
Teacher Workshops. Our hope is to hold the workshops in person 
in early June, but seats may be limited due to COVID-19 restric-
tions. 

The curriculum, which meets several third and fourth grade Next 
Generation Science Standards, was written by Kentucky teacher 
and horse enthusiast Jennifer McNulty. Her set of lessons and 
hands-on training are being made available to teachers thanks to a 
partnership with the Kentucky Agriculture and Environment in the 
Classroom, the Kentucky Department of Agriculture, the Kentucky 
Agricultural Development Fund, Kentucky Farm Bureau, the Ken-
tucky Horse Council, and the Kentucky Equine Education Project.  

Our hope is that this new curriculum will entice new teachers to 
attend the KFB teacher workshops, and then they will learn about 
the many other lessons and resources we have to offer that will 
help them teach the required concepts. The curriculum will focus 
on third and fourth grade science standards, but other teachers 
may find them useful. 

For more information about the workshops and curriculum, 
please visit teachkyag.org. We hope to have the exact dates and lo-
cations soon. 

According to 

the University 

of Kentucky 

Equine Survey 

completed in 

2012, our 

horses and 

related assets 

are valued at 

$23.4 billion 

and support 

more than 

40,000 jobs. 

Highlighting the horse is  

a win for animal agricultureT
 he Democrats are now in control of Congress and 
the White House, and bills are already being pro-
posed to increase gun control. 

I always worry about those bills, among many others, be-
cause of the rural/urban divide. Our cultures are diverse in 
this nation, and it seems we no longer work hard to under-
stand one another.   

In the country, guns are respected but not feared. We 
know that it’s important to teach young people to respect 
them, and we know that people die when mistakes are made.  

For people who don’t grow up around guns and hunting or 
sport shooting, they only know of guns by the crimes that 
are committed in their communities. They only know of 
guns when they hear about a tragedy in a school building or 
other mass shootings. 

It’s understandable how those people hate guns and think 
gun ownership is only protected in this nation for the gov-
ernment. I totally disagree, but I am not so pro-gun that I 
think any law about gun control is a bad law. 

In the latest round of gun control proposals, the Democ-
rats have been quick to quote data that states that the major-
ity of Americans support background checks. 

Supporting background checks is one thing; supporting a 
universal background check system that leaves the federal 
government a database of all gun owners is a completely dif-
ferent topic. 

Sure, if you trust your federal government, then there is 
no concern about being on a “list” of gun owners that differ-
ent federal government departments can share amongst 
themselves and who knows who else. 

Did you ever go to a doctor and get asked if you owned a 
gun? 

I did. My answer was not printable. The reason for asking 
that question a couple presidents ago was a move to get gun 
ownership listed as a health crisis, using the data of deaths 
that involved guns.  

See how that works? It’s kind of like sending a mafia king-
pin to prison, not because he was convicted of being a mafia 
kingpin, but for tax evasion. If you can’t stop the sale of 
guns, control the production of ammunition or label every 
home with a gun a health risk. 

It’s not that gun owners in the country want to see crimi-
nals get their hands on guns; we just don’t trust our govern-

Gun laws we can live with

 
TEACH KY 

AG 
 

Jennifer 

Elwell

JENNIFER ELWELL is executive director of the Kentucky Agriculture and Environment in the Classroom, 

Inc. and CEO of Farm Scholar, LLC. She can be reached at 502-921-2625 or jennifer@teachkyag.org.
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T
he tree-lined streets of the University 
of Massachusetts (UMass) and hal-
lowed hallways of Yale University are 

two places most farmers would not expect to 
find a hot debate over soil erosion. 

And, yet, late this winter, staff at both cam-
puses attacked agriculture’s ongoing failure to 
protect farmland. Don’t worry, no ivory tower 
was toppled. The standard Midwestern view of 
soil loss – that it’s a cost of production like seed 
or fertilizer – took a long-overdue hit, though. 

The examination began in mid-February 
when Yale Environment 360, an online maga-
zine published by the university’s School of En-
vironment, highlighted a December UMass 
study that showed “more than a third of farm-
land in the U.S. Corn Belt” – or about 30 million 
acres – “has completely lost its carbon-rich top-
soil due to erosion…” 

To anyone needing to eat a generation from 
now, that’s stop-the-presses news. 

And it was – but not in the corn-and-soybean 
Midwest. Instead, the soil loss numbers caught 
the attention of one-time Iowa farmboy, Verlyn 
Klinkenborg, a lecturer at Yale and, from 1997 
to 2013, a member of the New York Times edito-
rial board. 

In a March 1 essay titled “How the Loss of 
Soil Is Sacrificing America’s Natural Heritage,” 
Klinkenborg politely chided the UMass geosci-
entists for narrowing the research’s shattering 
news on “catastrophic” topsoil loss into the mol-
lifying language of ag economics: soil loss is 
about  today’s dollars, not tomorrow’s lives. 

 “Inevitably, the paper goes on to calculate the 
economic implications of these findings,” he 
writes. “And that’s how the agricultural press 
(which has barely noticed this study so far) has 
read it: The loss of topsoil on 30 million acres 
may result in a possible $3 billion loss to ‘Mid-
western farmers.’” 

It’s what we do in agriculture, isn’t it: we put 
prices on priceless items like topsoil, clean 
water, and clean air so we can continue to abuse 
these “irreplaceable resources” until we’re 
forced to change. 

Besides, $3 billion isn’t that much, right? 
If we can do that to “an essential part of our 

common heritage,” topsoil,  then it’s no sur-
prise that “(t)he narrowness of these assump-
tions… has made it possible to farm in a way 
that is little more than slow strip-mining.” 

In fact, today’s obsessive devotion to econom-
ics – money – has flipped an “old – and in big 
ag circles, forgotten – maxim that good farmers 
don’t really think about raising crops: they 
think about improving soil.” 

It’s also led to industrial farming and “Indus-
trial farming is like holding up the grocer at 
gunpoint for a head of lettuce – ‘efficient’ in the 
short term, but eventually disastrous,” says 
Klinkenborg. 

And disaster is where we now are in topsoil, 
explain UMass researchers. To measure 
today’s soil status, the researchers used high-
definition satellite imagery, “soil spectral data,” 
and recent soil carbon indexing to measure 
how much “A-horizon” soil, topsoil, has been 

lost on intensely-farmed Midwestern land. 
What they found, says Klinkenborg, was 

“shocking:” that “the A-horizon (soil) has been 
completely removed from 35 percent,” plus or 
minus 11 percent, “of the cultivated area of the 
Corn Belt.” 

Plus or minus “11 percent is a large range of 
uncertainty,” he admits. “But its meaning is 
plain. At best, 24 percent of the topsoil in the 
Corn Belt has been completely removed by 
farming. At worst, 46 percent has been lost.” 

Both numbers are terrible and both point to 
how “modern” farming must change to remain 
viable and, simultaneously, regenerative as cli-
mate change – not “efficiency” – impacts all 
farmers. The hopeful part is that we already 
know what we must do and we know how to do 
it. 

First, however, we’ll waste precious time on 
the blame game. 

 “It’s easy to blame the old farmers,” writes 
Klinkenborg, “ – the ones who broke the prairie 
and their immediate descendants – for not 
farming in a way that conforms to what we 
know now. But we ourselves aren’t farming the 
way we now know we should. Who do we 
blame for that?” 

Who, indeed.

FOOD 

& 

FARM 

FILE 
 

Alan 

Guebert 

Besides, $3 

billion isn’t that 

much, right?

WHO DO WE BLAME

 ALAN GUEBERT publishes a weekly column Farm and Food 
File through the U.S. and Canada. Past columns, events and 
contact information are posted at farmandfoodfile.com. Contact 
Alan Guebert by email at agcomm@farmandfoodfile.com.

For not farming the way we now know we should?

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor are welcomed. Letters 
must include the author’s name, address and 
phone number for verification purposes. Let-
ters should be no longer than 500 words and 
will be edited for clarity.

Send letters to: 

 Letter to the Editor  

The Farmer’s Pride 

 P.O. Box 159  

Columbia, Ky. 42728

Gov. Andy Beshear has made 
two appointments to the Ken-
tucky Board of Agriculture. 

Hampton Henton of Versailles, 
the owner of Henton Farms and 
former state director of the Ken-
tucky Farm Service Agency, re-
places Billy Turpin, whose term 

has expired.  
Ramel Bradley, of Morehead, 

who is the community director 
for AppHarvest, replaces Louie 
Rivers, whose term has expired.  

Henton and Bradley will serve 
terms expiring Aug. 1, 2024. 

Beshear makes appointments 
to State Board of Agriculture

ment to make laws that affect the crimi-
nals and not affect law-abiding citizens. 

I hope gun owners in Kentucky are open 
to the idea of approving sound legislation 
that would reduce or eliminate the ability 
of criminals to get their hands on guns. I 
hope we all listen when we hear the horri-
fying stories of loved ones lost at the 
hands of killers who turned a firearm into 
a deadly weapon. 

I hope we understand that some people 
who want gun control really believe they 
are trying to make this nation safer.  

I hope those people listen as we try to 

explain why we own guns and why we 
think our right to do so is protected and 
must be protected. I hope they will listen 
when we break down the proposed laws 
and explain what would work and what 
wouldn’t.  

I value my right as a gun owner, but I 
know their use can be deadly. We can’t ig-
nore that, but I don’t think we will ever 
come to an agreement in this nation that 
would result in logical legislation to pro-
tect everyone. That’s sad, because I think 
there are some good gun laws we could 
live with and some good things we could 
do. 

FROM PAGE 4

Gun laws we can live with

 SHARON BURTON  is editor of The Farmer’s Pride.
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call or text Hailey at 
270-634-4164

Call Hailey Hare to get your  

ad in the Directory.  

270-384-9454 or 270-634-4164

Carrollton Greenhouse
Tobacco Supplies, Inc.

TTrraayyss  ••  SSooiill  ••  TToobbaaccccoo  SSeeeedd  

MMeecchhaanniiccaall  TTrraannssppllaanntteerrss  &&  PPaarrttss  

GGrreeeennhhoouussee  PPllaassttiicc  &&  SSiiddee  CCuurrttiiaannss

502-732-9365
P.O. Box 527 • 3356 Hwy. 42 East • Carrollton, KY

John Rothenburger                            Tommy Williams

Carrollton Greenhouse

LEXINGTON – University of Ken-

tucky Forestry and Natural Resources 

Extension’s weekly online program, 

“From the Woods Today,” delves into a 

wide range of topics in March, offering 

relevant and interesting information 

about woodlands and wildlife each 

Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET.  

The program streams on the online, 

social conferencing platform Zoom and 

on Facebook Live. Hosts Billy Thomas 

and Reneé Williams, UK extension 

forester and information specialist, re-

spectively, welcome UK specialists who 

share their vast knowledge of Ken-

tucky’s forests and the creatures that 

call them home.  

March’s episodes include:  

March 24: Pesticide safety and herbi-

cide use.  

March 31: The economic contribution 

of Kentucky’s forest industry.  

All episodes include the Tree of the 

Week section.  

The link to the Zoom sessions, a list of 

topics and archived episodes are avail-

able at FromTheWoodsToday.com. Par-

ticipants will receive a prompt to install 

Zoom, if they haven’t already done it. 

When asked for an identification num-

ber, sign in as a guest. Anyone can join a 

session, regardless of their location. The 

episodes are also available on Facebook 

Live at facebook.com/ForestryExten-

sion.  

The UK Cooperative Extension Serv-

ice is part of the College of Agriculture, 

Food and Environment. With its land-

grant partner, Kentucky State Univer-

sity, UK Cooperative Extension brings 

the university to the people in their local 

communities, addressing issues of im-

portance to all Kentuckians.  

 

By Carol Lea Spence  

University of Kentucky 

Online program highlights ice damage, forestry industry
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PRINCETON, Ky. – Registration is 

now open for the University of Ken-

tucky’s 2021 High School Crop Scouting 

Competition.  

Organizers are planning an in-person 

event July 22 at the UK Research and 

Education Center in Princeton. How-

ever, they will follow COVID-19 proto-

cols and host the event online if 

necessary.   

Participating teams should consist of 

four to six high school students and an 

adult leader. Agriculture educators, FFA 

leaders, 4-H adult volunteers, industry 

representatives and extension agents 

can field a team. The students will com-

pete in hands-on, interactive field scout-

ing exercises in corn, soybeans and 

tobacco. They will display their knowl-

edge and decision-making abilities in 

basic agronomics, pest identification and 

big-picture crop production questions. 

All teams receive immediate feedback 

on their answers from UK College of 

Agriculture, Food and Environment spe-

cialists and graduate students.  

“These competitions are a great oppor-

tunity for the state’s high school stu-

dents to get hands-on experience in 

agriculture and practice their crop scout-

ing skills,” said Kiersten Wise, UK ex-

tension plant pathologist and event 

organizer. “Through these events, 

young people gain knowledge about the 

challenges that farmers and the agricul-

ture industry face each year.”  

The registration deadline is April 1, 

and registration is limited to the first 

nine teams. Once registered, teams will 

receive study materials to help them pre-

pare for the competition.  

The top three teams will receive mone-

tary prizes. First and second-place 

teams will be eligible to compete in the 

Regional Crop Scouting Competition 

later this year.  

Teams can register for the competition 

at https://forms.gle/MXagpu5vWSMKP

KVs6 or by emailing Wise 

at kiersten.wise@uky.edu.   

Katie Pratt 

University of Kentucky 

 Photo by Katie Pratt, UK agricultural communications

Registration open for UK high school crop scouting competition

Kiersten Wise, UK extension plant pathologist, shows a team from Livingston Central an 
example of issues they might find in the adjoining soybean plot during the 2019 UK High 
School Crop Scouting Competition.
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1 (5 pound) bone-in ham 
⅓ cup prepared yellow mustard 
⅓ cup maple syrup 
2 tablespoons brown sugar 
2 teaspoons onion powder  

 

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees F 

(165 degrees C). Rinse the ham and 

pat dry with paper towels. 

Place the ham in a shallow roasting 

pan. In a small bowl, mix together the 

mustard, maple syrup, brown sugar 

and onion powder. Coat the ham en-

tirely with the glaze using a spoon or 

brush. 

Roast the ham uncovered for 2 

hours in the preheated oven, or until 

heated through. Let it rest for about 

15 minutes before carving to keep it 

from drying out. 

Roasted Easter Ham

Ramen Slaw

Broccoli 

salad with 

bacon
1 pound bacon 
1 bunch broccoli, finely chopped 
½ cup sunflower seeds 
½ cup diced red onion 
¾ cup mayonnaise 
¼ cup white sugar 
2 tablespoons white vinegar  

 

Place bacon in a large skillet and cook over 

medium-high heat, turning occasionally, until 

evenly browned, about 10 minutes. Drain 

bacon slices on paper towels and let cool 

enough to handle, 5 to 10 minutes. Crumble. 

Combine crumbled bacon with broccoli, 

sunflower seeds, and red onion in a large 

bowl. 

Mix mayonnaise, sugar, and vinegar to-

gether in a separate bowl. Pour over broccoli 

mixture and mix together. Refrigerate for at 

least 20 minutes before serving.

Recently there was an article tucked away in a 
newspaper about a young girl in Georgia who feels 
no pain. She suffers from a rare congenital disease 
that affects the nervous system. She and other in-
dividuals who are born with congenital insensitiv-
ity must be carefully guarded. They must be 
taught that fire burns or that if they fall a bone 
might be broken or if they are struck in the head it 
may result in a concussion. It is frightening to 
think of having to live with no warning system to 
alert us to pain or sickness. It requires them to be 
under constant surveillance for their own protec-
tion. 

  There is another insensitivity, however, that is 
more serious – it is becoming insensitive to sin. 
Our minds become numb to the dangers of sin as 
we see degrading pictures of people improperly ex-
posing themselves to attract attention to their sen-
suality. Or the constant stories of the happiness 
and pleasures that come from drinking alcoholic 
beverages. Then there are the endless stories 
about children being born out of wedlock to fa-
mous Hollywood celebrities and attractive pictures 
of them being praised and celebrated. Children, 
not old enough to understand God’s plan for mar-
riage, are taught that it is appropriate for families 
to have two moms or two dads. What was once 
identified as wrong is now right. 

  But thank God that His Spirit is alive and anx-
ious to convict hearts and change lives. “Deliver us 
and forgive us our sins for Your name’s sake,” said 
the psalmist. If we awaken to the danger of sin and 
confess, God will forgive us. 

 

Insensitive

All recipes are courtesy of AllRecipes.com 
Visit us at SowerMinistries.com

1 (12 ounce) package broccoli 
coleslaw mix 
½ cup sunflower seeds 
½ cup slivered almonds 
1 (3 ounce) package Oriental-fla-
vored ramen noodles, broken into 
small pieces 
½ cup canola oil 
¼ cup white sugar 
¼ cup white wine vinegar 
4 green onions, chopped 

Combine broccoli coleslaw mix, sunflower 

seeds, almonds, and ramen noodles together 

in a bowl. Whisk canola oil, sugar, ramen noo-

dle seasoning packet, and vinegar together in 

a separate bowl; pour over slaw mixture. Fold 

in green onions. Chill in refrigerator for 1 1/2 

hours before serving.

Easter Nest
1 (15.25 ounce) package choco-
late cake mix 
1 ¼ cups water 
½ cup vegetable oil 
3 eggs 
1 (10 ounce) package sweetened 
flaked coconut 
1 (16 ounce) can prepared choco-
late frosting 
1 cup egg-shaped chocolate can-
dies (such as peanut M&Ms®), or 
as needed 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F 

(175 degrees C). Line 24 cupcake 

cups with paper liners. 

Beat cake mix, water, vegetable 

oil, and eggs in a mixing bowl 

using an electric mixer, on low 

speed until mixture is moistened, 

30 seconds. Increase speed to 

medium and beat until batter is 

smooth, 2 more minutes. Fill pre-

pared cupcake cups about 2/3 full 

with batter. 

Bake cupcakes in the preheated 

oven until a toothpick inserted into 

a cupcake comes out clean, 18 to 

23 minutes. Remove cupcakes 

from oven and turn oven heat up 

to 400 degrees F (205 degrees C). 

Let cupcakes cool. 

Spread coconut into a large, shal-

low baking pan or onto a baking 

sheet; toast in the hot oven until 

coconut is golden brown, about 7 

minutes. Cool. 

Cut a piece out of the top of each 

cupcake to leave a hollow depres-

sion about 1/2 inch deep and 1 1/2 

inches across. Discard cut-out por-

tions. Frost cupcakes with choco-

late frosting and cover frosting 

with toasted coconut. Place 3 egg-

shaped candies in the small de-

pression on top of each cupcake. 
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TRAYS
128, 242, 253, 288, 338

– SPECIAL TRUCK LOAD PRICES –

Call 502-463-2412 or 

859-743-1447

Authorized L.B. White 
dealer. If we don’t have 

it we CAN get it.

Seeding Systems • Greenhouse Covers • HydroFilm 

Tobacco Seed • Greenhouse Supplies • Heating Systems • Fans • And More!

Custom greenhouses and parts to fit YOUR needs!

Sungro Redi-Earth Soil for tobacco 

Sungro Sunshine #4 or MM852 bark mix for Hemp

N. KY Tobacco  

Greenhouses & Supplies 
1490 Hwy. 35 • Sparta, KY 41086 

502-463-2412 • Fax 502-463-2416 

kitty.nkygreenhouses@gmail.com

SOIL

As the Kentucky General Assembly 
continues its session, which ends March 
30, bills affecting the state’s agricultural 
industry are seeing movement.  

Probably the most talked about ag leg-
islation – Senate Bill 3 – has now be-
come a law, which means the Kentucky 
Agricultural Development Fund will be 
moved from the governor’s office to the 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture, 
something Commissioner Ryan Quarles 
says has been a longtime need.  

The House and Senate passed the bill 
but Gov. Andy Beshear followed up with 
a veto on March 5. Beshear said that re-
moving the governor’s appointing au-
thority and giving it to an inferior officer 

under the Kentucky Constitution was 
unconstitutional.  

The Senate and House were able to 
easily override his veto due to the 3-1 
majority held in both by Republicans.   

Now that the back and forth is over, 
Quarles says it’s time for a “smooth and 
steady transition” of the department to 
KDA. The new law will abolish the Ken-
tucky Council on Agriculture and the 
Kentucky Tobacco Settlement Trust 
Corporation, with the Ag Development 
Board and Finance Corporation going to 
KDA.  

The board was created more than two 
decades ago to distribute half of the 
monies the state receives from the To-
bacco Master Settlement Agreement, 
which is used for ag diversification. It 
had been under the purview of the Gov-
ernor’s Office of Agricultural Policy 
since then.  

Quarles calls the move a “reform 
whose time had come,” and has main-
tained the idea has been a discussion in 
ag circles for years.  

“With hundreds of millions of dollars 
invested over the lifetime of the fund, 
Kentucky agriculture has been trans-
formed and it is more important than 
ever we continue to work together to 
make life better for Kentucky’s farm 
families,” Quarles said in a release.  

He said his office is “committed to en-
suring these changes are done in a way 
that does not disrupt the function of the 
boards,” or any of the services staff has 
provided for past decades.  

Sen. Paul Hornback, R-Shelbyville, 
was lead sponsor on the bill. Although 
the governor’s office previously said the 
bill was “a political move,” KDA says it 
had first been proposed during the 
Bevin Administration.  

Kentucky Farm Bureau made its 
stance clear last year by adopting policy 
supporting the bill during its annual 
meeting.  

 “We support administration of Ag De-
velopment Funds be moved to the Ken-
tucky Department of Agriculture and 
those funds be protected for use for pro-

grams that directly impact farm in-
come,” KFB’s policy states.  

 
Connecting broadband service 
House Bill 320, an act relating to the 

provision of broadband services and set-
ting up a $250 million appropriation to 
support the deployment fund, passed 
the House 91-4 in early March and is 
awaiting passage by the Senate.   

KFB, along with USDA Rural Develop-
ment, has worked behind the scenes 
pushing the initiative, which will also 
create a new section of KRS Chapter 278 
to allow a distribution cooperative to fa-
cilitate the operation of an affiliate exclu-
sively engaged in getting broadband 
service to unserved and underserved 
areas.  

The move received even more atten-
tion over the last year, as the global 
COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the 
need for reliable internet.  

Jeff Harper, KFB’s director of public 

Ag Development Fund moves to KDA

SEE BROADBAND, PAGE 11

Broadband bill 

awaits vote in 

Senate
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Danny Miller 

and

Trent Miller

BULLS FOR SALE

LIVESTOCK BREEDER DIRECTORY

Isaacs Angus

270-528-5486 • 270-528-1946
809 Glen Logsdon Rd. • Horse Cave, KY 42749

Tim & Ann Marie Isaacs

Quality Alfalfa Hay 

Registered Angus Cows For Sale 

Registered Angus Bulls –  Service Age

Matt Isaacs – 270-774-5486

270-469-5517

St. Clair Farms 
Registered Angus

Eric & Sherry St. Clair 

Cell 270-617-1079

13433 Falls of Rough Rd. 

Falls of Rough, KY 40119 

stclairangus.com
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Broadband bill closer to passage 

affairs, previously said that spotty inter-
net coverage had already greatly af-
fected those in rural areas, from farmers 
to merchants and school students. A 
coalition was put together which origi-
nally resulted in the 2020 session’s pas-
sage of HB 362, an act relating to the 
broadband deployment. The coalition in-
cludes telecom providers and rural elec-
tric cooperatives, along with county 
governments and city municipalities.   

 
Last August, Harper said that the Gen-

eral Assembly “wisely chose” to do the 
one-year state budget instead of a tradi-
tional two-year plan, but said “we’ll be 
back in January for some dollars to put 
into this deployment,” which is outlined 
in the $250 million appropriation bill.  

Any funding that will be provided will 
be offered as a 50/50 cost share, some-
thing Harper said is critically important.  

“Because, quite frankly, if you don’t 
have some skin in the game … it’s 
harder to walk away from a project if 
you have 50 percent responsibility,” 
Harper said last summer.  

 
Other ag-related bills:   
• SB 93 – The bill  relates to the State 

Board of Agriculture and declaring an 
emergency. The bill would authorize the 
agriculture commissioner to appointed 
members to the State Board of Agricul-
ture. The bill passed the Senate and 
House and has been sent to governor.  

 
• HR 45 and SR 103 – The resolution 

recognizes the establishment of the 
Kentucky Farm Bureau Generation 

Bridge Program. Both have been 
adopted.    

 
• HB 229 – The act relates to the pro-

tection of livestock. The bill would 
change the word “cattle” to “livestock” 
in the definition of property for the pur-
pose of criminal damage to property of-
fenses. The bill has passed and headed 
to governor.    

 
• HB 518 – The bill  relates to the 

State Fair Board, making an appropria-
tion and declaring an emergency. The 
bill would change board makeup from 
18 to 21 members, with 15 voting mem-
bers and six ex-officio, non-voting mem-
bers. It would also establish corporate 
powers to the state board, procurement 
procedures, and hiring and manage-
ment procedures; and also authorize ad-

ministrative regulations for operation, 
maintenance and use of property. The 
bill passed and is headed to governor.  

 
• HRJ 60 – The  joint resolution di-

rects the Department of Revenue and 
the University of Kentucky’s Forestry 
and Natural Resources Department to 
recommend equitable property tax as-
sessment procedures for well-managed 
forests.  It would direct both depart-
ments to submit a report to the Legisla-
tive Research Committee no later than 
Dec. 1 detailing their recommendations. 
It was introduced in the House on Feb. 
10 with no further action reported.   

 
 
By Bobbie Curd 

Field reporter 

FROM PAGE 1
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Livestock Marketing Group

®

www.kysoy.org

The articles and informa-

tion in Pride in Agriculture 

Education page are provided 

by the Kentucky Agriculture 

and Environment in the 

Classroom. KyAEC and its 

members partner to bring 

agriculture learning to Ken-

tucky schools and youth organizations through educational 

programs, workshops, and curriculum  

development.  

Learn more by visiting teachkyag.org or kyfoodandfarm.com

Why are there heavy metals in my food?
An extension publication from Oregon State 

University specifically addressed how to control 
lead in produce, reporting that high concentra-
tions would be limited to surfaces of leafy vegeta-
bles and root crops from soil residue. They said 
that growers should always wash their leafy veg-
etables, and consumers should always wash 
their produce before eating or cooking.  

In providing specific information for safer prac-
tices, it is important to note that not all plants 
and food crops absorb heavy metals in the same 
way. 

How will heavy metals be regulated in the 
future?  

Heavy metal presence in baby foods is of par-
ticular concern because of their effects on babies 
and children. Due to the subcommittee’s find-
ings, they have made the following recommenda-
tions: 

Require mandatory testing of finished baby 
food for toxic heavy metals. 

Require manufacturers to report levels of toxic 
heavy metals on food labels. 

Ask manufacturers to find substitutes for ingre-
dients or phase out products that frequently test 
high for toxic heavy metals. 

FDA should set maximum levels of toxic heavy 
metals permitted in baby foods.  

Parents/caregivers should avoid baby foods 
that contain ingredients testing high in toxic 
heavy metals. Instituting the first four recom-
mendations will give parents the information 
they need to make informed decisions.  

What are your thoughts?  
In attempt to simplify the aspects of this issue, 

there is no doubt heavy metals in the food supply 
is complex. In class or with your peers discuss 
the issues and list other questions you have. Do 
you agree with the regulations presented? What 
additional information do you think is needed for 
regulations to be created? Which entities should 
be responsible for solving the problem? Addi-
tional reading resources have been provided at 
www.kyfoodandfarm.com/engage.  

In February, a subcommittee of the U.S. House of 
Representatives Committee on Oversight and Re-
form released a staff report that confirmed several 
baby food companies had knowingly used food in-
gredients that contained “high” levels of toxic heavy 
metals in their products. The Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic and Consumer Policy requested internal doc-
uments and test results from seven of the largest 
manufacturers of baby food in the United States in 
November 2019 following reports of alleged high 
levels of heavy metals. Four of those companies re-
sponded.  

This report led to many media stories alerting the 
public to this food issue. Arsenic, lead, cadmium, 
and mercury in varying levels were found in either 
the ingredients or the finished product, if the test 
had been performed. The primary concern was that 
some of the results were multiple times higher than 
what the Food and Drug Administration allows for 
drinking water. 

Aside from drinking water, the FDA has set only 
one standard in baby food products. Infant rice ce-
real may not exceed 100 parts per billion of arsenic. 
Since no other standards exist, companies may set 
internal standards for different products. Heavy 
metal amounts may vary depending upon how they 
will be mixed/diluted with other ingredients for the 
final product. Additional concern came from the fact 
that there were instances the responding companies 
used ingredients that exceeded their own internal 
standards. 

While farmers have no control on what happens to 
ingredients once they leave the farm, EngAGe Ken-
tucky, a food production education program of the 
Kentucky Agriculture and Environment in the Class-
room and the Kentucky Livestock Coalition, wanted 
to shed light on how heavy metals may enter foods 
as they are being grown and how it may be con-
trolled. We talked with Dr. Mark Coyne, professor of 
plant and soil sciences and soil microbiology special-
ist, at the University of Kentucky to learn more. 

What is the source of heavy metals? 
Heavy metals naturally occur in our environment 

and they enter our food supply because plants take 
them up as they grow.  

According to Coyne, heavy metals can also build 
over time in food production systems from certain 
soil amendments. He said phosphorus fertilizers 
that are produced from rock, typically contain cad-
mium.  

Coyne also explained that soil amendments, such 
as animal waste and biosolids from wastewater treat-
ment, may have high levels of heavy metals as well. 
Nutrition supplements and metals in both animal 
feed and human diets are often secreted from the 

body. Municipal waste can have additional heavy metal levels 
because they are mixed with untreated water runoff from 
streets. Engine oils and metal residues from automobiles and 
other equipment can easily add to heavy metal content. 

Another factor reported by the Food and Drug Administration 
was chemical residue from industrial mining and manufacturing 
can enter soils and water.  

Can heavy metals be reduced in foods? 
Coyne said that regulation and testing for heavy metals can be 

done at both the farm and the processing plant, but it is ulti-
mately up to the food manufacturer to manage the farm-to-prod-
uct process.  

“Companies can ensure that their food ingredients are being 
grown in soils with a minimum concentration of heavy metals,” 
explained Coyne. “In Kentucky, an advanced soil test for heavy 
metals can be requested. If levels are high, the issue can be ad-
dressed by growing those ingredients in a different location.” 

According to the Hazardous Substance Research Center, 
other methods of reducing heavy metals include physical re-
moval of the soil, stabilization of the heavy metals through 
chemical means so it is much less harmful, or by using plants to 
extract the heavy metals. This last method is known as phytore-
mediation. It is the most cost efficient method but may take sev-
eral years.    

Coyne said farmers can have some control of addressing 
heavy metal contamination by requesting the more advanced 
soil tests and learning what they can about the soil amendments 
they use. Fertilizer and soil amendment companies may test 
their products for heavy metal content and having a trusted sup-
plier of those products may be a good practice.  

Food purchasing and consumption decisions can also be im-
portant. Since rice cereals have historically had higher arsenic 
levels since it absorbs it more readily than other crops, Gerber 
suggests on their website that parents provide their babies and 
children a varied diet to reduce overall exposure. They stress 
that this issue is not limited to commercial foods. Heavy metals 
may be present in food ingredients that are also grown organi-
cally and in backyard gardens.  



The Forage 
Doctor

By Jimmy Henning
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Hemp trays and soil mix.   
Tobacco trays and soil mix.   
From Greenhouse Green,   
the new guys with a long history.

HEMP MIXES AND TRAYS 

GGH101 for germination 

and transplant product. 

Coarse perlite for extra air 

space and drainage in 

larger cells.

HEMP TRAYS 

BW - 128 

R - 162 

BW - 200 

R - 242

TOBACCO MIXES AND TRAYS 

The Gold mix — the long stan-

dard for tobacco. 

TOBACCO TRAYS 

BW - 288 LD & SHD 

BW - 338 LD & SHD 

R - 242

Call for availability and dealer locations. 

Chuck at 813-334-2628

Devastating flooding has damaged pastures and hay-

fields in many areas of Kentucky. Damages range from 

dirt and silt to inches of sand left behind by the flood-

waters. Debris such as limbs and trash are common. 

What are the forage options for situations like this? 

Here are a few ideas. 

First, tall fescue and white clover are very tolerant of 

short flooding events and often come back 100 percent 

after these events. Watch fields closely to see if leaves 

are visible and to see how fast plants bounce back. 

Some fields have been buried in sand along creeks 

and rivers; forages in these areas are often buried too 

deep to recover. Some cash hay growers are pushing 

the sand back to the field edges and using it to rebuild 

the protective berms along stream banks. 

If removing the sand overburden is not possible, re-

planting will be necessary. For these situations, tall fes-

cue is the practical solution. Tall fescue is the most 

widely adapted pasture grass in Kentucky and will 

grow well on sandy soils. Other short term options in-

clude annual ryegrass, spring oats and summer annu-

als. These options are outlined below. 

Overseed tall fescue now with or without clover. Tall 

fescue will emerge better with some type of seed cov-

erage, such as with a chain drag. Another option is to 

lightly disk prior to broadcasting the seed and then 

chain drag.  

If soils are firm enough, a no till drill will also work. 

Regardless of method, make sure that seed is covered 

but not over ½ inch. If soils are really sandy then emer-

gence from ¾ inch will likely be fine. The long term 

success of newly seeded fescue will depend on moder-

ate temperatures and timely rains, at least until it gets a 

good root system. Orchardgrass can also be added this 

way.  

For quick and guaranteed cover, choose annual rye-

grass or spring oats or a mixture of the two. These for-

ages will come up for sure though you will only get 

about 2 to 2.5 months from the oats and only about 3 to 

4 months maximum from the annual ryegrass. Don’t 

Forages for flooded areas
plant annual ryegrass anywhere that might be used to 

grow wheat for grain. Spring oats is the best bet for 

hay and will produce 1.5 to 2 tons per acre in 60 days. 

Oats are also good for grazing. Higher yields come 

White clover and fescue are tolerant of flooding. Silting can 
make first cuttings of hay dusty.

SEE FORAGES, PAGE 15
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Forages for 
flooded areas

from early (mid-March) seedings. If you choose annual 

ryegrass, use an Italian type if possible.  

Italian ryegrasses will produce few if any seedheads 

this summer; if the summer is mild then they can con-

tinue to grow into the fall.  Feast II, Meroa and 

Tetraprime are Italian ryegrasses currently in UK vari-

ety tests. A good listing of Italian ryegrasses can be 

found in the 2020 Annual and Perennial Ryegrass and 

Festulolium report (Google ‘PR786 UKY’ then see 

Table 12). Marshall annual ryegrass is commonly avail-

able but will only provide cover until late May or early 

June at the latest because it makes a seed head and 

then dies. 

Wait until May and seed a summer annual like 

sorghum sudangrass or crabgrass. Both will provide 

good summer growth. Crabgrass needs to be planted 

at ¼ inch because of its small seed size. Sorghum su-

dangrass should be planted ½ to 1 inch deep.  

These summer annuals could be followed with a 

perennial cool season grass in the fall. For more infor-

mation on sorghum sudangrass or crabgrass see the 

following links: 

http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR2

34/AGR234.pdf Sorghum sudangrass and sudangrass 

http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR2

32/AGR232.pdf  crabgrass  

Whatever grass you seed, adding a moderate amount 

of nitrogen (40 to 60 lb of nitrogen per acre) will make 

a big difference. There is likely very little nitrogen 

available in these flooded fields.  

In short, observe flooded fields for stand loss and re-

plant cool season species as soon as possible to allow 

root development before the high temperatures of 

summer. Debris will need to be removed as well. Silt 

and dirt left by receding waters can lead to dusty hay.  

If these fields are harvested as baleage, make sure to 

allow them to wilt to less than 60 percent moisture, 

bale tightly and wrap in six layers of plastic for best re-

sults. These practices will prevent secondary fermenta-

tion from the clostridial bacteria known to be in soil. 

Happy foraging. 

 

Recent flooding has introduced silt and debris onto bottomland hay and pasture fields. Reclaiming these fields will take a variety of approaches.

FROM PAGE 13



The Official Publication of the Kentucky Poultry Federation and The Farmer’s Pride Advertising Supplement                                               March 18, 2021

Thank you to those of you who have 

either renewed or, for the first time, 

joined the Kentucky Poultry Federa-

tion.  We appreciate the support you 

give the Kentucky Poultry Federation 

and Kentucky’s poultry industry.   

 

Be looking in the mail for your 2021 

Membership Directory. They will be 

mailed out in May. If you do not  

receive your directory please call  

the Kentucky Poultry Federation  

at 270-404-2277 or  

e-mail jguffey@kypoultry.org.  

 

If you would still like to join the  

Kentucky Poultry Federation you can 

download a membership application 

at our website www.kypoultry.org, 

from the homepage click on  

“2021 Membership Drive.”

The Kentucky Poultry Federation is looking for 

graduating high school seniors (spring 2021) or stu-

dents who are currently attending a college, univer-

sity or technical training program to be recipients of 

the KPF scholarships.  These students must have 

good character and determination to succeed.   

Through the generosity of our membership, schol-

arships have been established to assist graduating 

high school students or students currently attending 

a college or university to continue their education.   

These scholarships were created to benefit the 

children and grandchildren of our poultry complex 

employees, growers and allied members.   

The Kentucky Poultry Federation board of direc-

tors and members established this fund to help 

young students continue their academic careers or 

receive additional training in another area beyond 

high school.  The Kentucky Poultry Federation will 

award four students $2,000 scholarships each.   

 

For consideration in the scholarship competition 

all application packets must be electronically submit-

ted by June 30.  No exceptions will be made. The ap-

plication can be found online at www.kypoultry.org 

or you can email to receive a copy at jguffey@ky-

poultry.org.

Kentucky Poultry Federation scholarship

WHERE DO EGGS COME FROM? 
America’s egg farmers in-

vite you to learn more about 
where eggs come from and 
the efforts they make to 
take care of our communi-
ties, hens, and the planet. 

 
 

MEET THE FARMERS 
As America’s egg farmers, we are committed to de-

livering high-quality eggs and following the highest 
standards for caring for our animals and the land we 
farm. See the egg production process first-hand and 
get to know us better! 

 

For more information go to:  

incredibleegg.org/ 

where-eggs-come-from/#meet-our-farmers 

2021 Ky. 4-H poultry contests
We are hoping the Kentucky 4-H Poultry program 

will be in full swing this summer.  Different competi-
tions will be held with the senior division winners rep-
resenting Kentucky at the National 4-H Poultry and 
Egg Conference in November at the Kentucky State 
Fairgrounds in Louisville. The wide variety of activities 
provides opportunities for youth, no matter what their 
interest or ability.   

The Kentucky 4-H Egg Demonstration Contest will 
be held on Saturday, July 31.  The Egg Demonstration 
Contest will be held at the Madison County Extension 
Office in Richmond.   

The first and second place individuals from each dis-
trict competition are eligible to participate in the State 
competition. The competitors will prepare an egg dish 
while discussing the nutrition, functionality, and gen-
eral knowledge of eggs. 

 The first place winner in the Junior Division will re-
ceive a blue ribbon and a $25 check. The first place 
winner in the Senior Division will receive a blue rib-
bon, a $50 check, and a $300 scholarship to attend the 
national competition in November.  

All prizes are sponsored by the Kentucky Egg Coun-
cil. Registration is through your local county 4-H exten-

sion office. 
The 4-H Turkey Barbecue contest and the 4-H 

Chicken Barbecue contest will be held July 31 at the 
Madison County Extension Office.  There are junior 
and senior divisions in both the turkey and chicken 
barbecue contests.  

The contestants are judged on their skill in starting 
and maintaining a fire, food safety, cooking skills, and 
of course, their finished product.  The senior division 
winners in both contests will receive a $300 scholar-
ship from the Kentucky Poultry Federation to attend 
the National Competition in Louisville in November. 

The Kentucky 4-H Poultry Judging Contest, T-shirt 
and Avian Bowl Contests will be held on the first Fri-
day of the Kentucky State Fair, Aug. 20. Contestants 
can register online at the Kentucky State Fair website.  
Rules for both contests are posted on the 4-H website 
(www.ca.uky.edu/Agcollege/4H/projects_events/state
fair). Check with your local 4-H agent for the registra-
tion deadline and additional information.   

For additional information on all poultry contest con-
tact your local extension office or Dr. Tony Pescatore 
at 859-257-7529 or via e-mail at 
apescato@email.uky.edu.



270-384-9454 THE FARMER’S PRIDE MARCH 18, 2021    |    17

Easter egg craft

•Glue gun and glue 

•Glitter, glitter pens 

•Small seashells 

•Stickers 

•Sequins and beads 

•Felt and fabric scraps 

•Raffia 

•Buttons 

•Ribbons 

•Silk flowers 

•Coloring gels 

•Novelty items from a 

craft store 

Use wood, paper, or Styrofoam eggs 

from a craft store. Or blow the insides 

out of raw eggs. 

To make blown eggshells for decorat-

ing, poke small holes in the top and bot-

tom of a raw egg with a needle. Poke a 

long needle or thin skewer inside to 

break the yolk. Hold the egg over a bowl 

and blow gently on the top hole until the 

raw egg drains into the bowl, or use an 

egg blower. Let the shells dry, and then 

decorate. 



Garlic-Herb  
Roasted Chicken

3 garlic cloves, minced. 

2 teaspoons chopped fresh thyme. 

2 teaspoons chopped fresh rosemary. 

2 teaspoons chopped fresh parsley. 

1 teaspoon chopped fresh sage. 

1 teaspoon salt 

3/4 teaspoon freshly ground pepper 

1 (4- to 5-lb.) whole chicken 

Preheat oven to 450°. Stir together 

first 7 ingredients. 

If applicable, remove giblets from 

chicken, and reserve for another use. 

Rinse chicken, and pat dry. Gently 

loosen and lift skin from breast and 

drumsticks with fingers. (Do not totally 

detach skin.) Rub herb mixture evenly 

underneath skin. Carefully replace skin. 

Place chicken, breast side up, on a 

lightly greased wire rack in a lightly 

greased shallow roasting pan. 

Bake at 450° for 30 minutes. Reduce 

heat to 350° and bake 45 minutes or 

until a meat thermometer inserted in 

thigh registers 180°, covering loosely 

with aluminum foil to prevent excessive 

browning, if necessary. Let chicken 

stand, covered, 10 minutes before slic-

ing. 
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To hard-boil eggs: 

Place eggs in saucepan large enough 

to hold them in single layer. Add cold 

water to cover eggs by 1 inch. heat over 

high heat just to boiling. 

Remove from burner. Cover pan.  Let 

eggs stand in hot water about 15 min-

utes for large eggs (12 minutes for 

medium eggs; 18 minutes for extra-large 

eggs). 

Drain immediately. Cool completely 

under cold running water or in bowl of 

ice water, then refrigerate. 

Hard-boiled eggs are easiest to peel 

right after cooling. Cooling causes the 

egg to contract slightly in the shell.

If you want to try something different than the traditional Easter ham, 

this chicken dish makes a beautiful presentation. It’s also a great dish to 

serve for Sunday supper.

Easy Bunny 
dressed eggs

 1 doz. hard cooked eggs 

 4 oz. (1/2 of 8-oz. pkg.) PHILADEL-

PHIA Cream Cheese, softened  

1/2 cup KRAFT Real Mayo Mayon-

naise 

 1 Tbsp. HEINZ Yellow Mustard 

 1/8 tsp. onion powder 

 4 large radishes 

 3 pitted black olives, each cut into 16 

small pieces.  

12 fresh chives, cut into 1-inch 

lengths. 

Cut eggs lengthwise in half. Remove 

yolks, place in medium bowl. Add cream 

cheese, mayo, mustard, and onion pow-

der; beat with mixer until blended. 

Spoon yolk mixture into egg whites. Cut 

both ends off each radish; cut into 24 

small pieces for the bunnies' noses. Cut 

each of the trimmed radishes into 6 

lengthwise slices, then cut each slice 

crosswise in half for the bunnies' ears. 

Decorate eggs with radishes, olives and 

chives as shown in photo.

Create these adorable Easy Bunny Dressed Eggs for your next Easter or 

spring-themed gathering! Enjoy decorating with radishes, olives and chives 

for the cutest Easy Bunny Dressed Eggs you’ve ever seen. Make these in 

only 30 minutes and enjoy to the max.
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Nominations open 

for next Family Farm 

Excellence Award
The Kentucky Poultry Federation and U.S. POULTRY & EGG ASSO-

CIATION are looking for the next Family Farm Environmental Excel-
lence award winner. This could be you! Start working on your 
application today. Winners will receive $500 and overnight accommoda-
tions during the Kentucky Poultry Federation festival that will be held in 
Lexington in October.  

 
APPLICATION RULES AND INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Entries by Aug. 31, 2021. 
 
2. A family farm may be selected as an award recipient from up to 

six regions. Although states are typically divided into various regions 
as indicated below, regional divisions may be adjusted slightly to ac-
commodate for a disparity in number of applications received on a 
state-by-state basis. Southeast: Kentucky 

 
3. Previous winners must wait three years before resubmitting an 

application. (e.g., If a family farm wins the award in 2020, the family 
farm can apply again for the 2023 award.)   

 
4. Application and should be submitted to: Jamie Guffey, KY Poultry 

Federation, jguffey@kypoultry.org 
 
5. Award winners must be willing to allow the KY Poultry Federa-

tion and US POULTRY to feature the award winner on its web site 
and publicize the winning entry in the local/regional/national media. 
Award winners will have the opportunity to review any publicity re-
lease. 

 
6. The application package consists of two parts. The first part con-

sists of a general information questionnaire about the family farm and 
its environmental management techniques. The second part consists 
of a series of essay questions to which the applicant should respond in 
a report type format. Photographs, tables, etc., supporting answers to 
the essay questions should be incorporated directly into the report. 
Additionally, a facility may include, in an appendix, up to 10 additional 
pages of pertinent information. 

 
7. Questions? Please contact Jamie Guffey at 270-404-2277, email at 

jguffey@kypoultry.org or Dr. Tony Pescatore 859-257- 7529 email at 
apescato@uky.edu 

From your friends at the  
Kentucky Poultry Federation
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TThhaannkkss  ttoo  oouurr  PPrriiddee  iinn  AAgg  ssppoonnssoorrss,,  

ssttuuddeennttss  iinn  aaggrriiccuullttuurree  ccllaassssrroooommss  

aaccrroossss  KKeennttuucckkyy    

rreecceeiivvee  TThhee  FFaarrmmeerr’’ss  PPrriiddee
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AUCTIONEER  

DIRECTORY
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Roeder Auction 

Office 270-962-7273

Cell 270-881-2610

Owner: Delbert Roeder

Hopkinsville, KY 42240
1010 Skyline Dr.

Company

888-631-2746 • 502-633-2746 
88 Brunerstown Rd. • Shelbyville, KY 

shawn@hbarrysmith.com 

Your full service auction company!
GOLDEN RULE–WILSON

www.GoldenRuleAuction.com

Real Estate & Auction #1, LLC

270-384-1111 • 1-800-854-9992

Visit us for current REAL ESTATE  

listings & upcoming AUCTION events!

CCOONNDDUUCCTTIINNGG  LLIIVVEE,,  HHYYBBRRIIDD  &&  OONNLLIINNEE  OONNLLYY  AAUUCCTTIIOONNSS.. 
Call for a FREE Consultation!

Alex Popplewell, Auctioneer 

Todd Robertson, App. Auctioneer   

Danny Mouser, Agent & Auctioneer  

Troy Coffey, Agent & App. Auctioneer

Chris Wilson, Broker & Auctioneer 

Call Hailey Hare at  

270-384-9454 or  

text 270-634-4164 to  

get your ad in the  

Auctioneer Directory
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ABSOLUTE LIVE/ONLINE AUCTION
134 ACRES IN TRACTS & FARM MACHINERY

SATURDAY, APRIL 3RD @ 10:30 A.M.
2175 HWY. 590 • STANFORD, KY

PREVIEW: Thursday, March 18 from 3-6 p.m.  

and Saturday, March 27 from 10 a.m – 1p.m.

For more information and to bid: fordbrothersinc.com
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Second and 4th Monday of 
each month at 1 p.m.

Loretto Grain

Buying and Contracting Grain

Current bids are on our website  

at peterson-farms.com

Deborah Gillis  

270-699-0792 

Brent Hupman 

502-827-3344

 

Corn:  

April 21    $5.39 

May 21     $5.29 

June 21  $5.29    .00

Basis 

.00 

.00

as of 3-19-2021

CZ0 

CH1 

CH1

 

Wheat:  

June/July 2021  $6.32 

Aug. 2021   $6.32 

June/July 2022  $6.23 

 

Basis 

-0.15 

-0.15 

-0.30

WN1  

WU1  

WN1 

Option Month Futures

$6.170 

$6.170 

$5.930

$5.39 

$5.29 

$5.29
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Call Charlie 859-608-9745 

Red Barn & Associates 

www.RedBarnandAssociates.com

MARCH 2021 SPECIALS
Artex SB600 IN STOCK 

Meyer 510 TMR mixers  IN STOCK 

Cloverdale 500 T -TMR mixers  IN STOCK 

Stoltzfus 10 ton Litter spreader $30,000 

Gehl R150 skid loader $19,500 

Caterpillar 242B skid loadeR- $17,500 

New Holland 790 choppers @$7,500 

John Deere 8200 drill $6,000 

Gehl 7210 feeder wagon $7,500 

New Idea 363- manure spreader $8,500 

Artex SB 200- vertical beater- FOR RENTAL 

Kemco Bale Wrapper new $29,000 

Stoltzfus lime - litter- fert cu 50 $18,500 

JD 5085E- loader - 4wd- canopy $34,000 

Farmco feeder wagons-15 in stock – CALL 

JD 467 – 468 – 566 Round Balers IN STOCK

FARM LOANS
We have lower 

rates available. 

5-30 year terms. 

Delta Ag Financial 

Buddy Reeves 

573-683-0583 

Charleston, MO 

breevesjr@yahoo.com



FOR SALE: Registered 

polled Hereford bulls and Gel-

bvieh bulls. Call Clifford 

Farms at 859-234-6956. TFN 

FOR SALE: Registered 

Angus cows, calves and 

heifers for sale. Call Ridge 

View Angus at 606-787-

7307.    Kings Mountain, Ky. 

FOR SALE: Beef crossed 

calves, bulls and heifers, 7-

21 days old; Holstein calves 

and Jersey calves. Can de-

liver. Call 270-991-3727. 

Cave City, Ky.          6/17

CLASSIFIEDS

Beef

FOR SALE: Holstein bulls 

ready for service. Call John 

Keugel at 270-316-0351. 4/1

Dairy

Timber

MONEY GROWS ON 

TREES: Looking for walnut, 

white oak and red oak trees. 

Will also harvest other 

species. Certified logger, ref-

erences available. Will travel. 

Call Eli Miller Logging at 270-

524-2967 and leave a mes-

sage. Member of the Better 

Business Bureau     12/16/21

Call 270-384-9454 

to get your classified in 

The Pride! 

2 issues for $20
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Services

Timber

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Beauregard • O’Henry 

Bunch Porto Rico • Covington 

Georgia Jets • Murasaki  •  White Bonita 

Averre • Orleans

Visit our website to place your order 

www.sweetpotatoesky.com

Kentucky’s only certified sweet potato plant producer!

Internet prices include shipping; please contact us for local pickup prices.

VARIETIES AVAILABLE

Plants are shipped according to recommended planting 

dates for your area; see the FAQ tab on our website. 

Contact us for more information! 

twinoakacres.ky@gmail.com 

606-219-6520

- FOR SALE - 

SWEET POTATO PLANTS

Jonathan & Angie Dye • 606-219-6570 
P.O. Box 201 • Nancy, Ky. 42544 • www.sweetpotatoesky.com

Harvey Mitchell 859-612-7326 

harvey@kyprimerealty.com 

Matt Mitchell, Principal Broker 502-758-4226 

matt@kyprimerealty.com 

Greg Robey, Sales Associate 859-265-0373 

greg@kyprimerealty.com

KyPrimeRealty.com

YYoouurr  KKeennttuucckkyy  FFaarrmm  
BBrrookkeerraaggee  EExxppeerrttss

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn  tthhee  ssaallee  ooff  aallll  
ttyyppeess  ooff  ffaarrmmss  aanndd  llaanndd..

FOR SALE: TR combine 

w/630 cornhead; 30 ft. 

header Unverth header 

wagon; NH BR780 roller; 8 

wheel rake; 9 ft. Kuhn disc 

mower; JD 336 square baler; 

2500 BPH grain leg 50 ft. w/6 

hole distributer (can install); 

numerous 9-25 ton feed 

bins; poultry equipment from 

4 40x400 ft. poultry barns 

w/feeders and lubing 

drinkers; McCormick X7 680 

tractor 4x4, cab (less than 

700 hrs.) Call 270-779-5454. 

Russellville, Ky.             4/1

Farm Equipment

Farm For Sale

FOR SALE: 138 acre farm 

(50+ acres crop land bal-

ance pasture and timber 

w/300 gal. per minute well; 3 

bedroom home w/out build-

ing; excellent hunting and 

fishing, borders Mud River in 

Logan County. Call 270-779-

5454 or 940-255-7307. Rus-

sellville, Ky.            4/1

Real Estate
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CLASSIFIEDS

Farm Equipment

Serving Kentucky and Surrounding States Since 1951

Call 859-254-7022

Pipes, sprinklers,

guns, travelers,

center pivots & drip

Pumps, reels,

drag hose

systems

www.kentuckyirrigation.comMade in the U.S.A.

COWHERD EQUIPMENT, INC.
1483 Old Summersville Rd. • Campbellsville • cowerdequipment.com

Office: 270-465-2679 � Fax: 270-465-8239 � Mobile: 270-469-0398

Silage Bags • Bunker Covers • Hay Covers 
Stretch Film • Net Wrap • Twine

Silage Baggers & Hay Wrappers for Sale or Rent
Parts & Services Offered!

Come See Us For All 
Your Mixer Wagon Parts, 

Services & Repairs!

Russell County Stockyards

Have livestock questions? 
Need information?

Farm Visits � Consultation on when to sell

Call Mike Loy at 

270-250-3554

32x72     You Build: $5,250 – We Build: $8,500

32x96       You Build: $6,950 – We Build: $10,995

Home Phone: 270-692-6730

Cell Phone: 270-699-1499

Joe Paul Mattingly
830 Sally Ray Pike
Raywick, KY 40060

*Includes everything except concrete around post.
*Includes everything except concrete around post and 
metal on the sides.

Services

32x72  You Build: $5,750 – We Build: $8,750 

32x96  You Build: $7,500 – We Build: $11,995

Farmers Serving Farmers

Services

Hillside Acres
Eubank, Ky.

Custom Silage Bagger Rental 
7 ft., 8 ft., & 9 ft. Bags 
Plastic Sheeting

25’x100’ 
up to 60’x200’ 
30” Flavor Seal  
       Bale Wrap 
48” Hybrid Netwrap 

51” Hybrid Netwrap 
67” Hybrid Netwrap 
48” Blue Magic     
       Netwrap 
Sisal and Plastic Twine

Call for prices 
606-423-4271 • 606-802-5748
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Farm Equipment

Timber

Services

OPEN POLLINATED SEED CORN
Outproduces hybrids for silage.  

Leafy and sweet stalks for grazing.  
High feed value grain. 

$67 / bushel + shipping

217-857-3377

Services
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Visit bryantbid.com to view more pictures and videos


