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RUSSELLVILLE, Ky. – As the door opens at O’Brother’s 
Maple Farm, the aroma immediately brings to mind stacks 
of pancakes. Everyone should smell this sweet, silky, 
caramelly scent as it bubbles toward syrup. And on Feb. 6, 
that’s just what the second annual Kentucky Maple Syrup 
Day provided. 

As an educational and celebration event, 11 maple syrup 
farms across the state opened their doors to show visitors 
the production of one of nature’s sweeteners. 

O’Brother’s Maple Farm’s story starts 10 miles away 
from their sugar house located at 4919 Stevenson Mill Rd. 
in Russellville. Blue hoses weave through the 20 acres of 
woodland, connecting 1,600 taps on the sugar and red 
maple trees. Some trees can have as many as four taps. 
Aided by a vacuum pump, the clear sap travels by gravity 
flow to a collecting tank.  

The 30-gallon collecting tank takes about three minutes 
to fill and empty into a repurposed 1,000 gallon milk tank 
on a good run. This year it takes six minutes to fill. A trail 
camera carefully positioned on the tank lets family son, 
Wes, know via Wi-Fi when it’s time to collect the sap and 
bring it to the sugar house. Again, on a good year, he will 
make the trip three times per day. This year it’s been closer 
to two. 

“This year has been a good flow, but the temperatures 
have been too warm for an exceptional sap flow,” the family 
matriarch, Rose Overholt, explained,   

Sap flow, which begins around Jan. 1, is best when tem-
peratures are not much above 36 degrees, and lows go into 
the 20s, providing the essential freeze and thaw.  While the 

Kentucky celebrates maple syrup

SEE FAMILY, PAGE 2

An image of O’ Brother’s sugar house is part of their logo. They are Kentucky Proud and located in Logan County.

Photo by Toni Riley

As the Environmental Protection Agency 
uses new methods to evaluate pesticide ef-
fects on endangered species, Kentucky Corn 
Growers Association asked its members to 
speak up about flawed models used and the 
lack of science and research behind atrazine’s 
biological evaluation.   

Last September, the herbicide atrazine was 
re-registered by the EPA, meaning it was ap-
proved for usage for another 15 years. Two 
months later, EPA released its first-ever bio-
logical evaluation of the product, a new re-
quirement of the Endangered Species Act.  

The evaluation states that atrazine is likely 
to harm 1,013 protected species – or 56 per-
cent of all endangered plants and animals in 
the country.  

The evaluation, and the data used to back it 
up, has groups like the Kentucky Corn Grow-
ers Association worried.  

“It has been in use safely for over 60 years,” 
says Laura Knoth, the association’s executive 
director. “It’s a very important product for our 
farmers.”  

Knoth says the product has been found to 
be non-carcinogen and safe. If farmers are 
forced to switch to a different, less effective 
product, it would amount to $30 more an acre 

The fight  
for atrazine

SEE KyCORN, PAGE 9

Farmers write letters to EPA on atrazine at a past 
National Farm Machinery Show.
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Continental Industries, Inc.

• Continental Float, Plant & Garden Ag Covers

• Continental Mud & Erosion Control Fabric

• Continental Straw Blankets and Sod Staples

• Bridon/Fabpro Plastic Baler Twine and Bale-Lok Plus Net Wrap

Jim Hamilton
P.O. Box 865 • Shepherdsville, Ky. 40165

(502) 543-2600 • jchamilton@windstream.net

For Further Information on Distribution, contact:

• Drexel Chemical Company

Sucker Stuff HC

Super Sucker Stuff

Sucker Plucker

Leven-38

Drexalin Plus

Plucker Plus

Transplanter Moly

commonwealth was preparing for frigid temperatures in the 

coming week, Rose Overholt said, “Oh. We are looking for-

ward to it.” 

By late February, the sap is rising and not falling back and is 

“bud” sap,  nourishing the tree and not usable for syrup. With 

a longitude and longitude of 36.9 and -86.9, O’Brother’s is at 

the very southern tip of sap flow. In comparison, Montpelier, 

Vt., in prime maple syrup country, is 44.72 and -72.6.  

Once the sap arrives at the sugar house it goes through a re-

verse osmosis machine, which removes 50 percent of the 

water and, as expected, dramatically decreases the evapora-

tion time. It stays in a cooling tank until time to go into the 

wood-fueled evaporator.  

As younger brother, Carson, stoked the crackling evapora-

tor fire, Wes couldn’t predict exactly how long it took sap to 

reach the syrup stage, but he estimated an hour to an hour 

and a half. The sap cooks, and water evaporates as it moves 

through a series of kettles. When it reaches the last kettle, the 

sap is denser, and the temperature increases. At 218 degrees, 

it is the rich mahogany color of syrup and is automatically 

drawn off, about a quart at a time. It takes 55 gallons of sap to 

make one gallon of syrup. 

The syrup is filtered and “canned” in food-grade five-gallon 

buckets until inventory is low. It is then filtered again, re-

FROM PAGE 1

SEE MAPLE, PAGE 3

Sap is turned into syrup through evaporation and 
“cooking.” The large cooker is heated with wood.

Photo by Toni Riley

Family shares maple syrup process

FARMERS REGIONAL LIVESTOCK MARKET OF GLAGOW, LLC
I-65 & U.S. 68 Exit • Smiths Grove, Ky.

Dairy Sale Every Tuesday at Noon
Mike Hatcher 

1-800-563-2131 • 270-384-6376 • 270-378-0512

MARKET REPORT: WEEK OF Feb. 9, 2021 
Farmers Regional Livestock Market of Glasgow, LLC

Supply included 12% feeder cattle (8% steers, 50% dairy steers, 35% heifers, 6% bulls),   

64% slaughter calttle (81% cows, 19% bulls), 24% replacement dairy cattle (27% 

fresh/milking cows, 1% bred heifers, 5% springer heifers, 36 percent baby bull calves, 

12% baby heifer calves.) Feeder cattle supply over 600# was 52%.

Fresh Milking Cows: Supreme 1575.00-1975.00, Approved 1425.00-1500.00, 

Medium 1125.00-1250.00, Common 700.00-1025.00, Common 850.00 Jersey. 

Bred Heifers: Common 675.00. 

Springer Heifers: Medium 875.00-950.00, Common 725.00-825.00, Common 

700.00 Jersey. 

Steers: Medium and Large 1-2: 270# 158.00, 335# 148.00, 695# 121.00, Large 2-3: 

670# 115.00. Dairy Steers Large 3: 560# 84.00, 635# 80.00, 798# 85.00, 916# 85.00, 

1298# 74.00. 

Heifers: Medium and Large 1-2: 375# 127.00. 

Open Heifers: Approved 450# 375.00, Approved 500-575# 400.00-410.00, Medium 

435.00-475.00. 

Baby Bull calves: 22 head 10.00-60.00, 9 head 140.00-250.00 Beef Cross, 4 head 

80.00-110.00 Crossbred, 7 head 20.00-100.00 Jersey. 

Baby Heifer calves: 6 head 30.00-60.00, 3 head 200.00-230.00 Beef Cross, 4 head 

90.00-110.00 Crossbred, 1 head 90.00 Jersey. 

Slaughter Cows: Breaker 75-80 percent lean 1450-1745# 54.00-63.00, H.Dr. 1445-

1810# 65.00-75.00, Boner 80-85 percent lean 1085-1460# 53.00-63.00, H.Dr. 1140-

1445# 64.00-75.00, L.Dr. 1105-1445# 45.00-51.00, Lean 85-90 percent lean 

700-1085# 43.00-52.00, H.Dr. 855-1060# 54.00-60.00, L.Dr. 830-1270# 30.00-41.00. 

Bulls: Y.G. 1-2 1510-2135# 90.00-100.00, H.Dr. 1735-2170# 101.00-107.00.
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Whole-Farm Revenue Protection policy targets diversified 

farms and farmers selling multiple commodities,  

including specialty crops to wholesale markets. The policy 

is also designed to meet the risk management needs of  

diversified crop or livestock producers including those 

growing specialty crops and/or selling to local and  

regional markets, farm identity preserved markets, or 

 direct markets.  

• Coverage levels are available with a range of 50%-85% in 5% increments. 

Premium subsidy levels vary by coverage level.  

• Three commodities are required for 80% and 85% levels of coverage. 

• All agricultural commodities generating income for the entity on the 

grower’s Schedule F federal tax document must be included to determine 

coverage.  

• Animal or Animal Products are limited to a cap of $2 million per entity. 

• Nursery and Greenhouse Products are limited to a cap of $2 million per 

entity. 

 • The liability limit for this program is $8.5 million per entity. 

• Other MPCI policies may continue coverage alongside  

the WFRP policy. 

• Beginning farmer and Veteran discounts available.  

• Hemp coverage available.

1-800-353-6108 
500 Main St. • Shelbyville, KY 40065 

shelbyinsuranceagency.com • sia@iglou.com 

Contact David Mathis for ALL of your crop insurance needs.

WHOLE-FARM  

REVENUE PROTECTION

Equal Opportunity Provider.

We think this is a great policy for commercial hay growers.

heated to 180 degrees and canned in 

recognizable decorative bottles. 

The Overholt family has been “sugar-

ing” for nine years and, like most pro-

ducers, started small.  They tapped a 

nearby woodland, cooked in an outdoor 

kettle, and as Wes noted, had a lot of 

“trial and error.”  

When seven years ago the family lost 

the use of the woodland, they decided to 

continue and bought the acreage they 

now tap. After a couple of years of col-

lecting 1,600 buckets on a muddy hill-

side, they added the vacuum lines. The 

outdoor kettle gave way to the efficient 

evaporator. 

In the cozy sugar house built by patri-

arch Nate Overholt and the sons, Wes 

explained the different grades and flavor 

profiles of maple syrup.  But the visitors 

didn’t get to just see and smell the syrup 

process – Rose asked if anyone would 

like a waffle and syrup.  

As the waffles cooked, Wes pointed 

out the four grades; delicate, rich, ro-

bust, and strong. 

 “Delicate is the first sap that is har-

vested beginning in January and is a 

very clear light amber,”he said.  As the 

season progresses and the evaporator 

develops a patina from cooked sap, the 

flavor intensifies, the color darkens, and 

by late in the season, the syrup can be 

graded strong, which Wes likened to 

more of a molasses taste with a bit of a 

bite.  

“Would anyone like to taste right out 

the evaporator?” Wes asked. Hands im-

mediately shot up.  

Maple Syrup Day is held every year 

on the first Saturday in February.  It’s 

worth a spot on every calendar, if only 

for the opportunity to taste maple syrup 

that just a few hours earlier was clear 

sap running down a hillside through a 

blue hose and is now warm, rich, and 

“robust” right out of the evaporator.  

 

By Toni Riley 

Field Reporter

FROM PAGE 2

Maple Syrup Day ends with tasty treat

There are no buckets at O’Brother’s Maple Day Farm, rather small plastic tubing brings 
the sap down the hill by way of gravity and a vacuum pump.

Photo by Toni Riley
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Most often, an 

older person 

would simply 

hear a younger 

person say 

something 

naïve and think 

to himself or 

herself, “I was 

young once, 

too.” 

ONE 
VOICE 

 

Sharon 
Burton 

T
he Kentucky adverse wage rate has finally been 
released for the growing season, and once again 
tobacco farmers will need to budget more for 

labor.  This year the rate has gone up to $12.96 an hour, a 
4.5 percent increase over the 2020 rate of $12.40. 

Over the last five years, the Kentucky adverse wage 
rate has increased 19 percent and in the burley belt states 
the increase ranges from 17 percent to 19 percent, ac-
cording to the USDA Farm Labor survey.   

The increase in a major production expense is challeng-
ing for farmers in good times, but these increases in 
labor costs have only been made worse by the fact that 
producers have seen stagnant and in some cases decreas-
ing prices per pound for their product. Stagnant pricing 
and labor increases have been devastating for our burley 
producers, especially those who depend on H-2A labor. 

In January when we met with Altria to discuss the up-
coming season, the increase cost of labor was a major 
issue on the table. In anticipation of a potential increase in 
the adverse wage rate, we told Altria that farmers cannot 
be expected to meet GAP certification requirements and 
the increased costs in labor if our price remains flat.  

Altria said they  are committed to work with growers as 
we all navigate the marketing season, especially in light 
of the fact they are the first company requiring all con-
tract growers be GAP certified this season.  

The Council plans to engage with other tobacco compa-
nies in the coming months to address the concerns we 
have on labor, certification and other issues facing the in-
dustry.  As growers we cannot continue to incur these 
cost increases if companies are not willing to step up to 
discuss improvements to contract prices. 

While Altria may be the first company to require GAP 
certification for contract growers, they will not be the 
last. At this time Reynolds is planning to require all grow-
ers be GAP certified by the 2022 growing season, and we 
anticipate that to meet social responsibility expectations 
of stockholder others will not be far behind.  

This year with continued concerns surrounding 
COVID-19, growers will have options for completing their 
requirements for annual GAP Training online or by mail. 
The online training is through the grower dashboard on 

The Council 

plans to engage 

with other 

tobacco 

companies in 

the coming 

months to 

address the 

concerns we 

have on labor, 

certification 

and other 

issues facing 

the industry.

GAP certification this season

A
 s conspiracy theories go, I believe I’ve come up with one 
that is pretty solid. I’m pretty sure the evil internet trolls 
have moved beyond trying to destroy society through a po-

litical divide and are now working on a generational divide. 
I’ve noticed a lot of criticism from the “younger generation” aimed 

at older generations but lately it’s really gotten out of hand. For 
some, it’s shallow things like what emoji we use or where we part our 
hair. 

Those things are harmless by themselves, but they reflect the 
same, “I’m superior to you” attitude that comes from the political di-
vide, racial divide, and the urban/rural divide. 

Older generations have always thought themselves smarter than 
younger generations, but that belief has been based on having years 
of experience and learning from mistakes. Most often, an older per-
son would simply hear a younger person say something naïve and 
think to himself or herself, “I was young once, too.”  

In other words, “You don’t know what you are talking about, but I 
won’t hold it against you.” 

Now it seems that everyone is holding everything against every-
body. 

For the most part, older generations have always hoped that the 
next generation would have a better life and accomplish even more 
than they did. It was a “pay it forward” attitude.  

I’m concerned we are losing that. 
Some of it, of course, is our own fault. We have now raised a gener-

ation of Americans who grew up with a financially strong middle 
class and we celebrated that by making it easy on them. We may 
have talked about walking to school through the snow (that would be 
my parents, not me), but we made sure our children had stylish snow 
clothes to wear to school while we let them drive the nice vehicle we 
paid for. Not everyone did this, of course, but a lot did. 

We also have been the generation that kicked the can down the 
road a lot. A whole lot. 

While we enjoyed our financial successes, our governments were 
busy overspending. We kept building the federal deficit for social pro-
grams so people would get re-elected, but we neglected our roads, 
our bridges, our waterways, and our utility infrastructures.  We used 
band-aids to repair our health care system while we knew a huge 
population of our citizens was reaching the age where affordable 
health care would be vital. 

We negotiated environmental regulations like a tug-of-war based on 
which party held control in Washington. At the same time, however, 
to ease our guilt, we were adding curriculum to our schools to make 

I was young once, too

COUNCIL 

FOR BURLEY 

TOBACCO 

PRESIDENT 

Darrell 

Varner

 SEE I,  PAGE 6
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Grains biggest risk

Ending stocks of 

soybeans at 

their lowest 

since 2013 is 

the major factor 

supporting the 

market.

A
fter Collin Peterson, the former 

chairman of the House Ag Com-

mittee, lost his November 2020 

reelection bid to Republican challenger 

Michelle Fischbach, the 15-term con-

gressman packed 194 boxes with office 

material and Capitol Hill memories and 

returned to his native Minnesota. 

The memorabilia included stacks of 

paper, piles of walnut plaques, one well-

used office desk, and an impressively 

large elk head mount. 

Peterson also brought home a couple 

of chips on his shoulder. 

In a recent long and reflective inter-

view with Duluth News Tribune, the 76-

year-old veteran of farm bill battles 

related that he had counseled his Demo-

cratic successor, David Scott of suburban 

Atlanta, not to expand the ag committee 

from its longstanding 47 members to a 

bigger, more unruly 53 members. 

After Peterson’s departure, however, 

Davis did just that – mostly to accommo-

date Fischbach, Peterson believes. 

Whatever the reason, Davis opened a 

can of worms Peterson says he spent 10 

years keeping a tight lid on. It’s political 

math, explained the one-time accountant 

to News Tribune readers. 

During his 40 years in politics and 30 

years in Congress, Peterson watched as 

rural Democratic district after district – 

some that had sent powerhouses like 

Tom Daschle, Dan Glickman, Tom 

Harkin, and Tom Foley to the ag commit-

tee – go Republican. So much so that 

today, relates Peterson, almost every 

rural district across the U.S. is Republi-

can. 

That means Peterson had an increas-

ingly tough time finding enough rural 

Dems to fill his party’s share of the 47-

member ag committee. Now, however, 

with 53 total members, there are, in fact, 

too many Dem seats for Chairman Scott 

to fill and at least two majority ag seats 

remain empty. 

Scott’s committee expansion, explains 

Peterson, creates two other problems. 

First, it gives bona fide rural Republicans 

more credibility to challenge the now 

more-urban, majority Democrats on farm 

programs. “‘This is bad,’” he told 

the News Tribune, “‘I was able to hold 

things together, keep things bipartisan. 

But I’m worried about what’s going to 

happen.’” 

Bipartisan, Peterson’s progressive crit-

ics might say, in that he was able to de-

flect every attempt by fellow Dems to 

limit farm program payments to, ironi-

cally, the utter delight of his Republican 

committee foes. 

But it was less about committee politics 

and more about political philosophy, he 

now says. “‘You’re picking winners and 

losers for no good policy reason, other 

than size.’” 

Exactly, Peterson critics often replied; 

government shouldn’t shower big bene-

fits on Big Ag that it then uses to become 

even bigger. 

New Chairman Scott made one other 

move that irritates his predecessor: He 

added “‘one of the most liberal members 

of Congress’” to the committee, Rep. Ro 

Khanna, who, Peterson explains, “‘has 

been agitating me for the last two terms 

to get on the committee because he has 

an agenda to change agriculture and get 

rid of what we have.’” 

Well, maybe not “get rid of” but at least 

reform parts of “what we have.” Last 

May, Khanna offered legislation that 

echoed Sen. Cory Booker’s efforts to re-

shape the Packers & Stockyards Act to 

pare meatpacker influence in U.S. live-

stock and poultry markets. 

Peterson, however, sees the California 

congressman very differently. Khanna, 

he explains, shouldn’t even be in ag pol-

icy because he represents the high tech 

Silicon Valley and “‘not one inch of his 

district has anything but concrete on it.’” 

Maybe so, but Khanna, a Phi Beta 

Kappa scholar in economics from the 

University of Chicago and a Yale Law 

School graduate, is what U.S. agriculture 

and Congress might need to meet the 

challenges of today’s new farm and food 

environment – climate change, market 

resiliency, alternative energy, pending 

water shortages, and increasingly power-

ful food buyers here and abroad. 

If anything, the clear difference be-

tween old bulls like Peterson and rising 

roosters like Khanna is the difference to 

where a farm-centered ag policy often 

went and where a food-centered ag pol-

icy needs to go. 

House Ag Chairman Scott has signaled 

his willingness to sort through those dif-

ferences. Meanwhile, in Minnesota, Pe-

terson will sort through his memories. 

FOOD 
& 
FARM 
FILE 
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Whatever the 

reason, Davis 

opened a can of 

worms 

Peterson says 

he spent 10 

years keeping a 

tight lid on.

Letting go now that you’re gone

C
hina remains the topic of discus-

sion in ag circles, but the acreage 

debate is beginning to gain promi-

nence.  The Ag Outlook Forum will lend in-

sight as to what producers will plant this 

spring, but many will stay on the fence in 

their decision until the guaranteed crop in-

surance price is set at the end of the month.   

Meanwhile, traders are optimistic that 

China will continue to purchase large quan-

tities of corn to feed their hog population. I 

show that they could buy an additional 150 

million bushels.  

Last week, export inspections were 52 

million bushels with the pace of shipments 

having risen for 13 consecutive weeks. We 

must ship 60.8 million bushels each week 

to reach USDA’s projection of 2.6 billion 

bushels.  Currently, shipments are on track 

for 2.38 billion bushels. While the funda-

mentals in corn are positive, the biggest 

risk is that everyone is bullish.      

Ending stocks of soybeans at their lowest 

since 2013 is the major factor supporting 

the market. However, there are some yel-

low flags, namely declining exports. Last 

week, export inspections were a marketing 

year low of 29.7 million bushels.   

The pace of shipments rose for three 

straight weeks but declined this past week. 

China took 14.8 million bushels which was 

a marketing year low for them as well.  

Since the first week of November, ship-

ments to them have fallen 47.7 percent. 

Even though harvest in Brazil has been 

slow because of wet conditions delaying 

their exports, it is apparent that China’s in-

terest in U.S. soybeans has peaked.      

Recent frigid temperatures in the Mid-

west and Plains have raised concerns of 

winterkill and is offering support to wheat. 

However, record global stocks, in addition 

to Russia’s production the highest since 

2017, and Australia the highest since 2016, 

will limit gains.   

Meanwhile, exports are not winning any 

awards. Inspections last week were 14.4 

million bushels and must average 23 mil-

lion bushels each week to reach USDA’s 

target of 985 million bushels. While ship-

ments have risen for 4 consecutive weeks, 

they are on track for 913 million bushels.           

DEWEY STRICKLER is president of Ag Watch Market Advisors, 

LLC. Email Strickler at agwatchdls@comcast.net or go online at 

www.agwatch.biz.  ALAN GUEBERT publishes a weekly column Farm and Food File through the U.S. 
and Canada. Past columns, events and contact information are posted at farmand-
foodfile.com. Contact Alan Guebert by email at agcomm@farmandfoodfile.com.
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Need to Refinance Your Farm or Ranch Loan?

CONTACT US TODAY!

H.H. Barlow, III, director

KENTUCKY AG SERVICES DIRECTORY

2248 University Station • Murray, KY 42071

FORT WAYNE, Ind. – Tradexpos Inc. has decided to 

cancel the 32nd annual Fort Wayne Farm Show sched-

uled to be held at the Allen County War Memorial Coli-

seum in Fort Wayne, Ind., March 9, 10 and 11.  

Thousands of people from Indiana and the surround-

ing states, including Kentucky, attend the Fort Wayne 

Farm Show each year to learn about, compare, and 

purchase products from leaders in the agricultural in-

dustry.  

After reviewing the COVID-19 regulations for events 

set by the state of Indiana, and current rates of infec-

tion, Tradexpos Inc. consulted with the Allen County 

War Memorial Coliseum about alternative options to 

proceed. There was not an option that would satisfy 

both Tradexpos’ high standard for the Fort Wayne 

Farm Show and the state regulations.  

Show director Dan Slowinski comments, “We ex-

hausted multiple safety precautions in order to pro-

duce the iconic Fort Wayne Farm Show including: 

moving the show to March, modifying the floor plan, 

and providing extra masks and sanitizer.  

In the end, although canceling the show was a tough 

decision, I feel we are taking the best course of action 

for everyone involved. I have no doubt the Fort Wayne 

Farm Show will return stronger than ever in 2022.”  

The Fort Wayne Farm Show is scheduled to resume 

Jan. 18-20, 2022.

Fort Wayne Farm 

show cancels

the 

GAP Connections website, and the mail option re-

quires growers to request the 2021 Tobacco Informa-

tion Booklet and mail in the quiz covering information 

in the booklet.  

Growers who need more information for the online 

training or for those who would like to request the 

2021 Tobacco Information Booklet and quiz by mail 

can contact GAP Connections at 865-622-4606 or email 

info@gapconnections.com.  All GAP training must be 

completed by June 30 for this growing season.  

While we have been unable to meet in person since 

fall, the Council for Burley Tobacco has continued to 

engage with tobacco company leaders, work with our 

legislators and do our best to be an advocate for our 

burley producers.  We plan to have our annual meeting 

this March in person on a farm in southern Kentucky. 

As details are finalized for the annual meeting we will 

post them on our website, Facebook, and here in The 

Farmer’s Pride. 

I encourage all growers to visit the website at 

www.councilforburleytobacco.com and update your 

membership and share your concerns for the upcom-

ing season.  You can also follow us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/CouncilForBurleyTobacco to get 

up-to-date information on all burley issues.

FROM PAGE 4

Companies pushing for GAP certification

DARRELL VARNER is president of Council for Burley Tobacco.

sure the next generation cared about the environment. 

Now they are adults and they are angry at us about 

that can we kept kicking. 

We can tell these young people they need to grow up 

and get a job like we did, but in reality, we created the 

“I shouldn’t have to pay my tuition – it’s not fair” gener-

ation.  

We are leaving them a nation that has a lot of good 

things going for it, but we are also leaving them a na-

tion that needs its people to sacrifice in order to right 

some wrongs. For the most part, we did not teach 

them to honor sacrifice, neither by our words nor our 

deeds. 

I don’t know where this conversation causing the 

generational divide will go, but I hope it’s about some-

thing more substantial than a laughing emoji. I really 

don’t think this is something to laugh about. We need 

to be preparing the next generation to do better than 

us, to take pride in their country while sacrificing to 

make it better. Sadly, I think some of what we are say-

ing is, “Do as I say, not as I do.” 

Instead of telling them, we must show them the glory 

in the Red, White and Blue while understanding her 

imperfections and working to make her better. Only 

then will they successfully become the next generation 

that can listen to a younger person and think, “I was 

young once, too.”

FROM PAGE 4

I was young once, too

 SHARON BURTON  is editor of The Farmer’s Pride.
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ANGUS 
Show: 10 a.m. March 5 
Sale: 12 p.m. March 6 
Kris Lynn, 573-721-6663 
BEEFALO 
Show: 4 p.m. March 5 
Sale: 9:30 a.m. March 6 
Kyle Skidmore, 502-641-7878 
CHAROLAIS 
Show: 12 p.m. March 6 
Sale: 4 p.m. March 6 
Jeff Harrod,  
502-330-6745 
GELBVIEH 
Show: 1 p.m. March 5 
Sale: 11:30 a.m. March 6 
David Slaughter, 270-556-4259 
LIMOUSIN 
Show: 10 a.m. March 6 
Sale: 2:30 p.m. March 6 
Joey Massey, 606-682-2126 
PEN HEIFER 
Show: 2 p.m. March 5 
Sale: 2 p.m. March 6 
Logan Goggin, 859-516-3199 

HEREFORD 
Show: 1 p.m. March 5 
Sale: 1 p.m. March 6 
Earlene Thomas, 859-623-5734 
RED ANGUS 
Show: 10 a.m. March 5 
Sale: 10 a.m. March 6 
Johnnie Cundiff, 606-871-7438 
606-636-6896, work 
RED POLL 
Show: 2:30 p.m. March 5 
Sale: 9:30 a.m. March 6 
Kyle Young, 502-321-9892 
SHORTHORN 
Show: 10 a.m. March 5 
Sale: 1 p.m. March 6 
Cindy Cagwin Johnston,  
217-370-6034 
SIMMENTAL 
Show: 4 p.m. March 5 
Sale: 11 a.m. March 6 
Doug Parke, 859-987-5758 
859-421-6100, cell 
 
 

BLACK HEREFORD 
Show: noon, March 6 
Sale: 4 p.m., March 6 
Tim Tarter, 606-305-2289 
 
OTHER EVENTS 
• YOUTH JUDGING CONTEST 
Canceled for 2021 
• TRADE SHOW 
Canceled for 2021 
 
• KY JUNIOR HEIFER SHOW 
Saturday, March 6, Show 4:30 
p.m. *Kentucky heifer exhibitors 
will show separately Saturday at 
4:30 p.m. and may choose to 
show in the open junior heifer 
show Sunday at 8 a.m. 
 
• JUNIOR HEIFER SHOW 
Sunday, March 7 at 8 a.m.  
 
• JUNIOR STEER SHOW 
Sunday, March 7 at 8 a.m. 

SHOWS & SALES

March 5 – 7
Located at the Kentucky Fair & Expo Center • Louisville

Major Co-Sponsored by: 

Kentucky Farm Bureau and  

Kentucky Dept. of Agriculture,  

Ryan Quarles, Commissioner 

For more information, visit kybeefexpo.com

LEXINGTON – The University of Ken-

tucky Cooperative Extension Service is 

finding alternative ways in the midst of 

COVID-19 to help the state’s private pes-

ticide applicators get the education they 

need to farm this spring. 

 Kentucky has around 13,000 private 

pesticide applicators. This certification 

allows them to apply chemicals to crops 

on their farm. As is the case in many 

states, the land-grant university is in 

charge of the training, testing and certi-

fications for this group. Without this cer-

tification, producers cannot purchase 

restricted-use pesticides for their opera-

tions. 

“We want them to be safe when they 

use pesticides and to protect them-

selves, their families, local wildlife and 

the environment,” said Ric Bessin, UK 

Pesticide Safety Education Program co-

ordinator and entomologist in the Col-

lege of Agriculture, Food and 

Environment. 

Private pesticide applicators must un-

dergo training every three years to keep 

their certification and stay updated on 

changes to U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency’s core competency areas. 

Typically, most of the private pesticide 

applicator training is done in person at 

county extension offices during the late 

winter and early spring with February 

being National Pesticide Safety Educa-

tion Month. When the pandemic began 

at the same time as the 2020 trainings, 

UK extended the expired certifications 

until the end of the year and helped 

those needing first-time training get the 

required education to farm in 2020. 

“We found ways to help a couple hun-

dred producers farm last year,” Bessin 

said. 

But due to the backlog of expired cer-

tifications, half of the state’s applicators 

need training before the 2021 growing 

season begins. To safely meet this need, 

Bessin worked with Michael Williams 

from the Kentucky Department of Agri-

culture and Jessica Rishel and Jeff Lud-

wig from UK Agricultural 

Communications Services to offer exten-

sion agents the option to host local train-

ings and manage applicator 

certifications online. 

“Delivering private pesticide applicator 

training is an important part of the work 

that goes on in our extension office,” 

Extension helps pesticide applicators prepare for growing season

The University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service is helping private pesticide ap-
plicators get the training they need so they can purchase pesticides and farm during the 
upcoming growing season.  

said Greg Drake, Butler County agricul-

ture and natural resources extension 

agent. “Applicators want and need to 

stay up to date on the latest application 

technology and current on the rules and 

regulations that affect pesticide applica-

tion. We are working to find ways to de-

liver the training our applicators need in 

a safe and effective way.” 

Extension agents can choose from a 

variety of online pesticide education 

videos developed by UK specialists and 

tailor them to their clients based on the 

crop they produce and their interests. 

Ben Rudy, Fulton County agriculture 

and natural resources extension agent, 

said pesticide applicators are the largest 

group he trains each year. With only a 

small meeting space at the extension of-

fice and social distancing requirements, 

he would have had to triple the number 

of trainings he offered, if they had not 

been able to offer it online. 

“By offering online trainings via Zoom, 

we are able to train these producers 

without any possible exposures, and 

Photo by Ric Bessin, UK entomologist

SEE IN-PERSON, PAGE 15
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THE FARMER’S PRIDE 

1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 pound skinless, boneless chicken 
breast halves, cut into 1/2-inch cubes 
1 onion, chopped 
2 cloves garlic, chopped 
2 (15.5 ounce) cans great Northern 
beans, rinsed and drained 
1 (14.5 ounce) can chicken broth 
2 (4 ounce) cans chopped green chiles 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon ground cumin 
1 teaspoon dried oregano 
½ teaspoon ground black pepper 
¼ teaspoon cayenne pepper 
1 cup sour cream 
½ cup heavy whipping cream  

 

Heat olive oil in a large saucepan 

over medium heat; cook and stir 

chicken, onion, and garlic into the hot 

oil until chicken is no longer pink in 

the center and the juices run clear, 10 

to 15 minutes. 

Mix Great Northern beans, chicken 

broth, green chiles, salt, cumin, 

oregano, black pepper, and cayenne 

pepper into chicken mixture; bring to a 

boil. Reduce heat and simmer until fla-

Creamy white chili

Air Fryer coconut shrimp

Chocolate 
Eclair 

Dessert
2 individual packages graham crackers 
2 (3 ounce) packages instant vanilla pudding 
mix 
3 cups milk 
1 (8 ounce) container frozen whipped topping, 
thawed 
1 (16 ounce) package prepared chocolate frost-
ing  

 

Line the bottom of a 9x13-inch pan with gra-

ham crackers. 

In a large bowl, combine pudding mix and 

milk; stir well. Mix whipped topping into pud-

ding mixture. Spread half of mixture over gra-

ham cracker layer. Top with another layer of 

graham crackers and the remaining pudding. 

Top all with a final layer of graham crackers 

and frost with chocolate frosting. Refrigerate 

at least two hours before serving to allow the 

graham crackers to soften. 

 

Throughout Scripture the “heart” is used as the 
center of a person’s being. It describes the heart as 
the personality or character of a person 257 times. 
It states that the heart is the center of a person’s 
emotional state or consciousness 166 times. It 
presents the heart as the source of intellectual ac-
tivities 204 times and this includes what we pay at-
tention to or reflect on during our quiet moments 
or what makes sense to us as we consider the 
things that cross our paths or what enters our 
minds. It also speaks of the heart as the source 
that gives us purpose or direction in life 195 times.  

We must never overlook the importance of “the 
heart.” 

Certainly the author of Psalm 78 had this in 
mind. As he reflected on the trials and tragedies of 
the Israelites, he called attention to the fact that 
the preceding generations did not put their trust in 
God and forgot the gracious gifts He gave them. 
He encouraged them to obey God’s laws and not 
be like their forefathers. 

And how were they to do this? What was his 
“prescription” for them? They were to have “hearts 
that were loyal to God and spirits that were faithful 
to Him.” 

Wisely, this psalmist gave a warning to his lis-
teners.  And, thankfully, God passed it on to us in 
His Word. 

Someone once said to me, “Larry, learn from 
what sin has done in the lives of others. If you do, 
you will be blessed of God and able to enjoy the 
best He has to offer.” 

Surely this is the right moment for each of us to 
look deep within our “hearts” and be sure we are 
loyal to God. 

The heart

All recipes are courtesy of AllRecipes.com Visit us at SowerMinistries.com

½ cup all-purpose flour 
1 ½ teaspoons ground black pepper 
2 large eggs 
⅔ cup unsweetened flaked coconut 
⅓ cup panko bread crumbs 
12 ounces uncooked medium 
shrimp, peeled and deveined 

cooking spray 
½ teaspoon kosher salt, divided 
¼ cup honey 
¼ cup lime juice 
1 serrano chile, thinly sliced 
2 teaspoons chopped fresh cilantro 

vors have blended, about 30 min-

utes. 

Remove chili from heat; stir in 

sour cream and whipping cream 

until incorporated. 

 

Stir together flour and pepper in 

shallow dish. Lightly beat eggs in 

a second shallow dish. Stir to-

gether coconut and panko in a 

third shallow dish. Hold each 

shrimp by the tail, dredge in flour 

mixture, and shake off excess. 

Then dip floured shrimp in egg, 

and allow any excess to drip off. 

Finally, dredge in coconut mixture, 

pressing to adhere. Place on a 

plate. Coat shrimp well with cook-

ing spray. 

Preheat air fryer to 400 degrees 

F (200 degrees C). Place 1/2 the 

shrimp in the air fryer and cook 

about 3 minutes. Turn shrimp over 

and continue cooking until golden, 

about 3 minutes more. Season with 

1/4 teaspoon salt. Repeat with re-

maining shrimp. 

Meanwhile, whisk together 

honey, lime juice, and serrano 

chile in small bowl for the dip. 

Sprinkle fried shrimp with 

cilantro and serve with dip. 

Cook’s Note: 

You can substitute the serrano 

chile with 2 teaspoons crushed red 

pepper. 

This recipe calls for about 24 

shrimp. 
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TRAYS
128, 242, 253, 288, 338

– SPECIAL TRUCK LOAD PRICES –

Call 502-463-2412 or 

859-743-1447

Authorized L.B. White 
dealer. If we don’t have 

it we CAN get it.

Seeding Systems • Greenhouse Covers • HydroFilm 

Tobacco Seed • Greenhouse Supplies • Heating Systems • Fans • And More!

Custom greenhouses and parts to fit YOUR needs!

Sungro Redi-Earth Soil for tobacco 

Sungro Sunshine #4 or MM852 bark mix for Hemp

N. KY Tobacco  

Greenhouses & Supplies 

1490 Hwy. 35 • Sparta, KY 41086 

502-463-2412 • Fax 502-463-2416 

kitty.nkygreenhouses@gmail.com

SOIL

in cost difference, Knoth said. 

“When you’re looking at what we aver-

age – about 1.4 to 1.5 million acres in 

Kentucky, and such a high usage of con-

servation tillage... It’s a wonderful thing 

that protects our soil and water, but we 

have to kill the weeds somehow. Our 

farmers prefer not to disturb the soil.”  

Knoth said EPA said it’s a safe and ef-

fective product but didn’t continue to do 

the assessments on impact to species – 

instead, that responsibility has been 

handed over to the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service and the National Ma-

rine Fisheries Service.  

According to EPA, it is working collab-

oratively with those services and USDA 

to further develop scientific methods 

used to evaluate risks to federally listed, 

threatened and endangered species 

from pesticide use.  

“Instead of actual research, they used 

a model, like a formula. We don’t con-

sider it to be very useful,” Knoth said.  

Knoth said the amounts used to treat 

are way off, as well as the rate of treat-

ment. “It assumes that all areas in every 

endangered species’ habitat are 

treated...that we are treating areas we 

may have not. And what they used does-

n’t represent the typical use of atrazine 

by farmers on a typical basis.”  

Knoth said the EPA “just returned a 

report that states it can affect ‘all of it,’” 

meaning the endangered species list, 

“but didn’t go through the process of 

doing the actual review. They trans-

ferred the responsibility. And a flawed 

model was used. It can greatly affect 

farmers.”  

Hank Campbell, founder of the non-

profit Science 2.0, published a letter on 

his site he sent to EPA. He points out 

there were no ecological toxicity and ex-

posure studies accompanying the evalu-

ation, and that “since this is the 

benchmark of regulatory approval, this 

is confusing.”  

He also notes the biological evaluation 

failed to “obey its own quantitative 

weight of evidence guidelines,” and that 

the agency is making a dangerous 

precedent by turning over responsibility 

to Fish and Wildlife and the National 

Marine Fisheries Service.  

His argument is that those agencies 

hire government contractors who are 

exempt from the Freedom of Informa-

tion Act and never have to show method-

ology for making rulings, “only rows of 

data to independent investigators.”  

Campbell also points out that recent 

claims blamed atrazine for the extinction 

of the southern acornshell in 1973, al-

though the Obama administration had 

two extra assessments completed after 

atrazine was re-registered and found no 

evidence of any extinctions. Those as-

sessments also backed up the prior 

NOELs –  or no observable effect level, 

referring to toxicity – with atrazine, stat-

ing that the “real-world usages were five 

orders of magnitude below levels that 

could cause any impact on amphibians, 

and no impact on humans.”  

EPA was contacted and asked about 

the science behind the biological evalua-

tion and the other two agencies’ roles as 

part of the new methods being devel-

oped. 

The Farmer’s Pride contacted an EPA 

press officer, who asked that the re-

sponse only be attributed to “an EPA 

spokesperson,” and returned a link re-

garding the pesticide registration 

process. 

“EPA will follow the science and law in 

accordance with the Biden-Harris Ad-

ministration’s executive orders and 

other directives in reviewing all of the 

agency’s actions issued under the previ-

ous Administration to ensure that they 

protect public health and the environ-

ment,” the spokesperson wrote. He said 

the agency will keep stakeholders up-

dated as decisions are made and next 

steps are determined.  

Campbell suggests that something 

more sinister is going on. 

“Farming has kept the country going 

during the pandemic, and we should not 

allow agriculture to be exploited for the 

politicization of science. Yet that is what 

the EPA is doing,” Campbell said. He’s 

KyCorn questions EPA method to assess atrazine
FROM PAGE 1

SEE FARMERS, PAGE 14
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3460 Old Franklin Rd. • Scottsville, KY 42164
270-622-9337 • amosuh60a@nctc.com

KY Dealer
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jmsvictordomino.com

270-465-6984 • 270-566-2694 • 270-566-2000

Danny Miller 

and

Trent Miller

BULLS FOR SALE

LIVESTOCK BREEDER DIRECTORY

Isaacs Angus

270-528-5486 • 270-528-1946
809 Glen Logsdon Rd. • Horse Cave, KY 42749

Tim & Ann Marie Isaacs

Quality Alfalfa Hay 

Registered Angus Cows For Sale 

Registered Angus Bulls –  Service Age

Matt Isaacs – 270-774-5486

270-469-5517

St. Clair Farms 
Registered Angus

Eric & Sherry St. Clair 

Cell 270-617-1079

13433 Falls of Rough Rd. 

Falls of Rough, KY 40119 

stclairangus.com

CCaallll  HHaaiilleeyy  HHaarree  aatt  227700--338844--99445544  oorr    
227700--663344--44116644  ttoo  ppllaaccee  yyoouurr  aadd  iinn  tthhee    
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2nd Annual Black 
Hereford Sale

Proudly sponsored by the Kentucky Black Hereford Association

Approximately 25 lots 
Open haltered heifers and show prospects 

Bred heifers   •   Bred cows

Saturday, March 6 at 4 p.m. est

Visit DVAuction.com and register today!

 
For more information or catalog contact:  Tim Tarter, Sales Manager  

606-305-2289 or tripletblackherefords@gmail.com 
 

Digital catalog can be viewed www.tripletblackcattle.com 
 

Juniors that purchase a heifer at the sale will receive a $100 discount. 

Premiums paid for junior show and ABHA junior national champions for animals purchased at sale. 

Washington, D.C. – The American Soybean Associ-

ation has filed joint comments to the U.S. Interna-

tional Trade Commission regarding a petition by the 

Mosaic Company to enforce countervailing duties on 

Russian and Moroccan imports of phosphate fertil-

izer. 

 Kevin Scott, ASA president and soybean farmer 

from Valley Springs, South Dakota, said, “We believe 

countervailing duties on these imports will have a 

negative impact on the availability of phosphate fertil-

izer in the United States and, in turn, adversely affect 

crop production and farmer livelihoods.” 

 Phosphorus is one of several main macronutrients 

necessary for plant growth and is vital to crop pro-

duction. Adequate levels of phosphorus in the soil 

benefit early season root development and help pro-

vide the energy crops need to maximize growth and 

production. Phosphate fertilizers are widely used by 

soybean, corn, cotton and other crop producers 

throughout the United States. 

 Mosaic’s petition in support of countervailing du-

ties is not in the best interest of a healthy U.S. agri-

culture marketplace, jeopardizing domestic 

Soy farmers seek to protect phosphate choices
availability of phosphate fertilizer and reducing the 

competition and choices available to farmers. 

 ASA joined National Corn Growers Association and 

National Cotton Council of America in filing the com-

ments to USITC Feb. 17.
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an award-winning science writer and 

best-selling author who started Science 

2.0, which has become the world’s 

largest independent science communica-

tions site with 300 million readers.   

Campbell said EPA is mandated with 

creating biological opinions, so it is in vi-

olation of their own reason to exist if 

they abdicate it to the other services.  

“Their own summation states, ‘If EPA 

determines a pesticide may affect a 

listed species or its critical habitat, the 

agency will consult with the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service and the National 

Marine Fisheries Service as appropriate. 

The services will then issue a biological 

opinion to determine if the population of 

a species would be adversely impacted 

and, if so, propose ways to reduce risks.”  

Campbell said the word “affect” can 

mean anything, especially when applied 

to not only a species but its habitat.  

“If I introduce more water to a habitat, 

it is a risk. Yet we can’t declare rain a 

pollutant. This new statement says EPA 

doesn’t need to see any harm, they only 

need to say a habitat may be at risk, and 

they can send it to one of the services, 

who will hand it to their contractors.”  

He said this is where a dangerous 

precedent could be set, since contrac-

tors are exempt from FOIA and public 

scrutiny.  

“And they parrot the results their sole 

client – government agencies – tell them 

to create. That is a terrible thing for sci-

ence, but especially agriculture.”  

Campbell said even if they narrow the 

definition of “critical affects,” the other 

two services cannot be involved because 

they lack the expertise.  

“Scientists consider a species is in the 

extinction zone if ‘a significant portion of 

its range’ – meaning 30 percent – has 

been eliminated. While employees in 

those two services under the Obama ad-

ministration began to claim that it 

should be 5 percent over the next 100 

years. How can they know what will hap-

pen in 100 years?”  

Campbell says, “An estimate. That is 

not science, and should not be used to 

dictate policy to farmers and the public.”  

By Bobbie Curd 

Field reporter 

Farmers fight to keep atrazine
FROM PAGE 9



Commodities for feeder cattle are spiking. What if you could sustain a reasonable rate of gain   

with feeding less corn and other inputs? What could that do to your bottom line? 
 

 

From a nutritionist standpoint, it’s not protein but energy that packs on the pounds. Grow   

your own digestible energy and save the cost of those expensive protein inputs.   
 

 

We’ll show you how to grow your own energy this summer. Take control of your bottom line today!

CALL 

855-897-9010

    Grow your own energy. 

    Cut those expensive inputs. 

    Keep the same rate of gain. 

    Impact your bottom line.

AACCHHIIEEVVEE  PPRROOFFIITTAABBLLEE  GGAAIINNSS  WWHHIILLEE  

FFEEEEDDIINNGG  LLEESSSS  PPUURRCCHHAASSEEDD  FFEEEEDDSS

they can receive the education from the 
comfort of their home, office or shop,” 
he said. 

While online trainings are safer and 
convenient, they do not always work for 
all extension clients. Chris Schalk, Bar-
ren County agriculture and natural re-
source agent, said producers have the 
option to receive the education in person 
or online. 

“I’ve had producers choose both op-
tions,” he said. “I did have one person 
thank me for the in-person training, be-
cause ‘he just doesn’t do the Zoom thing 
well.’” 

When in-person trainings occur, 
agents and their clients follow all of the 
state and local guidelines to protect each 
other including social distancing and 
mask wearing. 

Curt Judy, Todd County extension 
agent, said he continues to do a lot of in-
person trainings, as his southern Ken-
tucky county has many rural areas that 
lack reliable internet access. 

“To comply with COVID-19 guidelines, 
attendance is limited to nine producers 

per training. Due to the attendance limi-
tation, I have scheduled more trainings 
to train all the producers that need certi-
fication this year,” he said. 

There is value in private pesticide ap-
plicator training beyond purchasing and 
applying restricted-use pesticides. A 
Washington State University study re-
ported the trainings earned first time ap-
plicators between $8,966 and $13,156 in 
net monetary returns. Returning appli-
cators reported annual profit increases 
ranging from $6,787 to $13,366. 

“Private pesticide applicators are able 
to use products that can help them in-
crease crop quality and yield, which in-
creases profits, and they save money by 
not having to pay a commercial pesticide 
applicator to spray their crops,” Bessin 
said. 

More information about the University 
of Kentucky Pesticide Safety Education 
Program is available at http://entomol-
ogy.ca.uky.edu/uk-pesticide-safety-edu-
cation-program-psep. 

 

By Katie Pratt 

University of Kentucky

FROM PAGE 7

In-person training available
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Like it or not, Kentucky weather is a 

fickle beast. As I type this, we are in ar-

guably the worst snow and ice we have 

seen in quite a few years, both in quan-

tity and duration. For year-round live-

stock operations, the cold presents 

practical challenges of keeping animals 

fed and water points flowing. But what is 

this doing to the forages under the 

snow. 

Actually, snow cover is a good insula-

tor. A layer of snow traps the moisture 

from the soil and insulates the soil and 

forage from extreme swings in tempera-

ture. Snow cover also reduces the depth 

of the freeze layer in the soil, which 

helps reduce the expansion of water 

present. This expansion of water is what 

causes heaving, especially of tap rooted 

forages like alfalfa and red clover. The 

water literally squeezes the crowns out 

of the soil as it freezes around them. 

Present conditions also keep a plant dor-

mant and are less damaging than very 

warm conditions that lead to breaking 

dormancy prematurely.  

Frozen ground keeps livestock, trac-

tors and you from sinking into the mud. 

Often called cheap concrete, frozen 

ground actually reduces damage to for-

age stands and soil structure that occur 

during mild and wet winters.  

Don’t get me wrong, I am as ready for 

68 and sunny as anybody. I guess the 

thing to remember about our current 

conditions is that you have much more 

important things to worry about than 

forages right now. Calves are being born 

into some very stressful conditions, and 

sadly deaths have occurred. For now, 

the forage crops under snow are doing a 

lot better than the rest of us. 

Ice is a wild card in the assessment of 

forage conditions. In general, ice around 
Snow and ice and sub-freezing temperatures are tough on livestock and those that care 
for them. Snow and ice can be a mixed blessing, insulating from extremes in tempera-
tures in some cases and damaging stands in others.

The Forage 
Doctor

By Jimmy Henning

Snow, ice and forages

SEE ICE, PAGE 17
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the leaves or stems of residual forages 

also acts as an insulator. However, these 

tissues are already dead or nearly so. 

Ice is a better conductor of cold than 

snow because snow has a lot of trapped 

air, which is a poor conductor of cold. 

Many fields were first coated with a 

layer of ice, but most of these had addi-

tional snow cover so cold temperatures 

should not be a concern. 

The real concern of ice is if it forms 

into an ice sheet. Unlike snow, ice 

sheets can be damaging to forage crops 

because it disrupts oxygen supply. For-

ages differ in their tolerance to ice 

sheeting, with timothy being very toler-

ant and orchardgrass less so. 

Predicting and assessing damage 

Until now, I have avoided the tough 

question: ‘So what?’ Here is how I would 

assess risk to stand damage or loss due 

to our present conditions. Factors that 

increase the risk of cold/ice damage to 

forages include: 

• Poorly drained fields. Soils in these 

fields were probably saturated going 

into the cold and will be more prone to 

heaving of our tap rooted forages and 

damage due to ice sheeting. 

• Overgrazed grass fields. Pastures 

with little residual going into winter will 

have less stored carbohydrates in the 

crowns to support the plant. Exceptions 

to this would include stockpiled tall fes-

cue fields that were not grazed until No-

vember. Closely grazed sods will tend to 

trap less snow and crowns/stem bases 

will experience larger temperature 

swings that taller swards. 

• Low potassium status. Potassium is 

a key element in the winter hardiness of 

forage crops. I have written much about 

the prevalence of low soil test potassium 

in our pastures and hayfields. Low 

potassium puts them at risk to win-

terkill. Fortunately, winterkill is pretty 

rare for our major cool season grasses 

(tall fescue, bluegrass and orchard-

grass).  Winterkill is real for crops like 

alfalfa which have high needs for potas-

sium.  

Unfortunately, you cannot know you 

have experienced stand damage until 

forage greenup in late March or April. 

Keep observing fields for normal 

greenup. If you have experienced stand 

loss, you may be able to interseed more 

grass or clover by no-till drills or you 

may need to consider a complete reno-

vation. Hopefully, we will soon get past 

the worst of this icy weather. Stay safe. 

Happy foraging.

Ice can act like an insulator

The program will feature presenta-

tions on forage quality, marketing hay, 

drying rates of alfalfa, adjusting hay 

equipment to minimize losses, what to 

do with thin stands of alfalfa and a 

farmer panel on what to do when 

weather does not cooperate with mak-

ing hay. 

FROM PAGE 16

Snow and ice can be a mixed blessing, insulating from extremes in temperatures in some 
cases and damaging stands in others.

Virtual Alfalfa and 

Stored Forage  

Conference

March 2, 3, 4  
at 7 p.m. EST each evening

This is a free event but you must register at 

kyalfalfa2021.eventbrite.com 
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Roeder Auction 

Office 270-962-7273

Cell 270-881-2610

Owner: Delbert Roeder

Hopkinsville, KY 42240
1010 Skyline Dr.

Company

888-631-2746 • 502-633-2746 
88 Brunerstown Rd. • Shelbyville, KY 

shawn@hbarrysmith.com 

Your full service auction company!
GOLDEN RULE–WILSON

www.GoldenRuleAuction.com

Real Estate & Auction #1, LLC

270-384-1111 • 1-800-854-9992

Visit us for current REAL ESTATE  

listings & upcoming AUCTION events!

CCOONNDDUUCCTTIINNGG  LLIIVVEE,,  HHYYBBRRIIDD  &&  OONNLLIINNEE  OONNLLYY  AAUUCCTTIIOONNSS.. 
Call for a FREE Consultation!

Alex Popplewell, Auctioneer 

Todd Robertson, App. Auctioneer   

Danny Mouser, Agent & Auctioneer  

Troy Coffey, Agent & App. Auctioneer

Chris Wilson, Broker & Auctioneer 



800-489-9454 THE FARMER’S PRIDE FEBRUARY 25, 2021    |    19

Livestock Marketing Group

®

www.kysoy.org

The articles and informa-

tion in Pride in Agriculture 

Education page are provided 

by the Kentucky Agriculture 

and Environment in the 

Classroom. KyAEC and its 

members partner to bring 

agriculture learning to Ken-

tucky schools and youth organizations through educational 

programs, workshops, and curriculum  

development.  

Learn more by visiting teachkyag.org or kyfoodandfarm.com

SIX THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT EATING MEAT
5. Producing meat can be sustainable for the environ‐

ment.  

Concern about greenhouse gases has prompted interest 

in plant‐based proteins. Learning more about modern 

farming can help you make a more informed decision. 

Dobbins: “While all types of agriculture, not just animal 

agriculture, have an impact on the environment, it’s 

much lower than is often portrayed by celebrities and 

other groups. According to 2018 EPA data, beef cattle 

directly account for 2 percent of greenhouse gas emis‐

sions, and all of agriculture (crop and animal) accounts 

for 10 percent of greenhouse gas emissions compared 

to much higher emissions from transportation (28 per‐

cent), electricity (27 percent) and other sources.” 

6. Variety in your diet is important for several reasons.  

A balanced diet includes animal protein, as well as 

fruits, vegetables, grains and dairy.  

Kirchherr: “Consider meals from a visual and taste per‐

spective. Menus that include a variety of food groups 

during the day are interesting to look at and provide the 

chance to include different textures and temperatures, 

too, which can make meals more fun. The nutrition 

bonus? Different foods often help each other out in 

terms of nutrition absorption. Vitamin C helps with iron 

absorption, and fat helps with fat‐soluble vitamins. 

From a digestion and availability perspective, there is a 

great amount of work that happens in our digestive 

tracts. From a meal planning and taste perspective, all 

we need to remember to get this done is to eat and 

enjoy a variety of foods. 

“No matter your budget or personal taste preferences, 

planning meals that include variety will help deliver the 

nutrients we need and the different flavors we crave.”

From BestFoodFacts.org 

Protein comes in many forms, with plant‐based options now 

widely available. Some people choose meat for the flavor, 

texture or nutrition profile, while others are interested in al‐

ternatives. 

Is eating meat healthy? What is the best form of protein?  

Two dietitians helped answer our questions. Melissa Joy 

Dobbins, MS, RDN, CDE, is the host of the Sound Bites pod‐

cast and Kim Kirchherr, MS, RDN, LDN (IL), FAND, ACSM‐

CPT, President of K2 Outcomes LLC, specializes in the 

connection of agriculture, food, nutrition and health. 

Here are some surprising things they shared about eating 

meat.  

1. Meat is more than protein.  

The terms “meat” and “protein” are often used inter‐

changeably, but meat provides many other nutrients.  

Dobbins: “Beef is a nutrient‐rich food that provides high‐

quality protein, iron, zinc, choline and B vitamins, which 

helps people avoid nutrient shortfalls throughout the lifes‐

pan, support healthy pregnancies and growth and develop‐

ment throughout childhood, maintain strength, energy and 

vitality into adulthood, and age vibrantly and independ‐

ently.” 

Kirchherr: “Meat is part of the protein group. It is a choice 

that provides a specific, wonderful matrix of nutrients. This 

includes bioavailable (easily absorbed) iron, zinc and Vita‐

min B12, to name a few.” 

2. Animal protein is different than plant‐based protein.  

You can order a burger made from plants or a burger made 

from beef. They are not the same thing.  

Kirchherr: “In a most basic and fundamental comparison, 

animal sources of protein are considered a high‐quality pro‐

tein because they provide all the essential amino acids we 

need in one food. Plant proteins need to be specifically cho‐

sen to ensure that you cover all the essential amino acids, 

because a majority of them do not have all of them in one 

food. 

“Another consideration is that plant sources of protein can 

be a source of fiber, while protein from meat offers iron 

that is more readily available to us and vitamin B12. Plant 

foods typically contain carbohydrates, while animal proteins 

do not. Type and amount of fat can vary in both, as can 

sodium – especially when we consider the preparation and 

cooking techniques of prepared and fresh choices.” 

3. You’re probably not eating too much protein.  

We sometimes hear that Americans have too much protein in their diet. 

For most of us, that’s not a concern.  

Dobbins: “On average, people are eating about the same amount of pro‐

tein recommended in the Dietary Guidelines for Americans. The guidelines 

recommend 5.5 ounces of lean protein per day and the average intake, ac‐

cording to CDC data, is around 4.6 ounces per day, which includes about 

1.5 ounces of beef per day.” 

4. Lean meat options abound.  

Concerns about fat or cholesterol have caused some people to cut down 

on animal protein. Good news for meat lovers is that healthy options con‐

tinue to increase. 

Dobbins: “Beef is leaner today than ever before, making it easier for Amer‐

icans to include lean beef in a variety of healthy diet patterns. More than 

65 percent of beef cuts available at the grocery store are considered ‘lean’ 

based on USDA standards. In addition, 17 of the top 25 most popular beef 

cuts sold are ‘lean.’” 

Kirchherr: “One of my favorite tips for efficient, informed shopping is to 

look for the word ‘loin’ or ‘round’ in the name to choose a leaner cut of 

meat. Pork tenderloin, for example, is an easy to cook, flavorful choice to 

make.”



FOR SALE: Registered 
polled Hereford bulls and Gel-
bvieh bulls. Call Clifford 
Farms at 859-234-6956. TFN 
FOR SALE: Registered 
Angus cows, calves and 
heifers for sale. Call Ridge 
View Angus at 606-787-
7307.    Kings Mountain, Ky.

CLASSIFIEDS

Beef

FOR SALE: 2013 Mahindra 
55 HP diesel tractor, 500 
hrs., bought new, have book 
sale paper. $12,000. Call 
606-662-4882 Hazel Green, 
Ky.             3/4 
FOR SALE: Mira Fount au-
tomatic waterer, 4 hole, 
model 3354-S, bought new, 
never used, $500 OBO. Call 
859-583-7788. Stanford, Ky.    
3/4 

FOR SALE: 3430 Spray-
Coupe, 5-spd., diesel, 3358 
hrs., 60 ft. booms, $14,000 
OBO. Call 859-583-9900. 
Perryville, Ky.            2/11

Farm Equipment

Timber

MONEY GROWS ON 

TREES: Looking for walnut, 
white oak and red oak trees. 
Will also harvest other 
species. Certified logger, ref-
erences available. Will travel. 
Call Eli Miller Logging at 270-
524-2967 and leave a mes-
sage. Member of the Better 
Business Bureau     12/16/21

Call 270-384-9454 

to get your classified in 

The Pride! 

2 issues for $20
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Services

Timber

CLASSIFIED 

ORDER FORM
NAME: _______________________ 

ADDRESS: ___________________ 

_____________________________ 

PHONE: _____________________

20 words or less  
(50¢ per word after 20 words)

$20 for 2 issues

Mail form to:  
The Farmer’s Pride  

P.O. Box 159 
 Columbia, KY 42728

Hauling Rice Hulls for Poultry Houses

Lewis Farms
John Lewis

Call 606-307-4430 Serving Kentucky & Tennessee

FARM LOANS
We have lower 

rates available. 

5-30 year terms. 

Delta Ag Financial 
Buddy Reeves 
573-683-0583 

Charleston, MO 
breevesjr@yahoo.com

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Beauregard • O’Henry 

Bunch Porto Rico • Covington 

Georgia Jets • Murasaki  •  White Bonita 

Averre • Orleans

Visit our website to place your order 

www.sweetpotatoesky.com

Kentucky’s only certified sweet potato plant producer!

Internet prices include shipping; please contact us for local pickup prices.

VARIETIES AVAILABLE

Plants are shipped according to recommended planting 

dates for your area; see the FAQ tab on our website. 

Contact us for more information! 

twinoakacres.ky@gmail.com 

606-219-6520

- FOR SALE - 

SWEET POTATO PLANTS

Jonathan & Angie Dye • 606-219-6570 
P.O. Box 201 • Nancy, Ky. 42544 • www.sweetpotatoesky.com

Harvey Mitchell 859-612-7326 

harvey@kyprimerealty.com 

Matt Mitchell, Principal Broker 502-758-4226 

matt@kyprimerealty.com 

Greg Robey, Sales Associate 859-265-0373 

greg@kyprimerealty.com

KyPrimeRealty.com

YYoouurr  KKeennttuucckkyy  FFaarrmm  
BBrrookkeerraaggee  EExxppeerrttss

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn  tthhee  ssaallee  ooff  aallll  
ttyyppeess  ooff  ffaarrmmss  aanndd  llaanndd..

Call 859-608-9745 

www.RedBarnandAssociates.com

• EZ digit star  

monitor 

• Working condition 

• 4 auger mixer 

wagon

Call Charlie for details today!

Gehl 8335 Mixer

$7,500
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CLASSIFIEDS

Farm Equipment

Serving Kentucky and Surrounding States Since 1951

Call 859-254-7022

Pipes, sprinklers,

guns, travelers,

center pivots & drip

Pumps, reels,

drag hose

systems

www.kentuckyirrigation.comMade in the U.S.A.

COWHERD EQUIPMENT, INC.
1483 Old Summersville Rd. • Campbellsville • cowerdequipment.com

Office: 270-465-2679 � Fax: 270-465-8239 � Mobile: 270-469-0398

Silage Bags • Bunker Covers • Hay Covers 
Stretch Film • Net Wrap • Twine

Silage Baggers & Hay Wrappers for Sale or Rent
Parts & Services Offered!

Come See Us For All 
Your Mixer Wagon Parts, 

Services & Repairs!

Russell County Stockyards

Have livestock questions? 
Need information?

Farm Visits � Consultation on when to sell

Call Mike Loy at 

270-250-3554

32x72     You Build: $5,250 – We Build: $8,500

32x96       You Build: $6,950 – We Build: $10,995

Home Phone: 270-692-6730

Cell Phone: 270-699-1499

Joe Paul Mattingly
830 Sally Ray Pike
Raywick, KY 40060

*Includes everything except concrete around post.
*Includes everything except concrete around post and 
metal on the sides.

Tell them 

“I saw it in the Pride!”

Services

32x72  You Build: $5,750 – We Build: $8,750 

32x96  You Build: $7,500 – We Build: $11,995

Farmers Serving Farmers

Services

Hillside Acres
Eubank, Ky.

Custom Silage Bagger Rental 
7 ft., 8 ft., & 9 ft. Bags 
Plastic Sheeting

25’x100’ 
up to 60’x200’ 
30” Flavor Seal  
       Bale Wrap 
48” Hybrid Netwrap 

51” Hybrid Netwrap 
67” Hybrid Netwrap 
48” Blue Magic     
       Netwrap 
Sisal and Plastic Twine

Call for prices 
606-423-4271 • 606-802-5748
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Services

Farm Equipment

Timber

Services

For Sale

Call 859-608-9745 

RedBarnandAssociates.com

Call Charlie  
today for details!

2015 John Deere 5085E

WE CAN FINANCE!  —> WE WANT YOUR TRADES! 

– 1750 hours 

– 85 hp 

– Loader 

– 12 speed with reverser

Mower is available  

$7,500

$34,000
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Hemp trays and soil mix.   
Tobacco trays and soil mix.   
From Greenhouse Green,   
the new guys with a long history.

HEMP MIXES AND TRAYS 

GGH101 for germination 

and transplant product. 

Coarse perlite for extra air 

space and drainage in 

larger cells.

HEMP TRAYS 
BW - 128 
R - 162 

BW - 200 
R - 242

TOBACCO MIXES AND TRAYS 

The Gold mix — the long stan-

dard for tobacco. 

TOBACCO TRAYS 

BW - 288 LD & SHD 

BW - 338 LD & SHD 

R - 242

Call for availability and dealer locations. 

Chuck at 813-334-2628

 

 

 

 • 882 (Plug)

• 338

• 253

• 242

Cell Count Available

 

 

 

 

• 72

 88

• 288

 253

859-262

 

 

 

 

eg)e2 (Fruit & V

82 (Plug)

2-6105

Email Hailey at pridemarketing@duo-county.com  

to get the spring advertising schedule.
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Carrollton Greenhouse
Tobacco Supplies, Inc.

TTrraayyss  ••  SSooiill    

TToobbaaccccoo  SSeeeedd  

MMeecchhaanniiccaall  TTrraannssppllaanntteerrss  &&  PPaarrttss  

GGrreeeennhhoouussee  PPllaassttiicc  &&  SSiiddee  CCuurrttiiaannss

502-732-9365
P.O. Box 527 • 3356 Hwy. 42 East • Carrollton, KY

John Rothenburger                                                                       Tommy Williams

Carrollton Greenhouse
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Excellent Quality 
Great Price 

Northern KY Tobacco  
Greenhouses & Supplies 

1490 Hwy. 35 • Sparta, KY 41086 

502-463-2412 • Fax 502-463-2416 

kitty.nkygreenhouses@gmail.com

Hemp Clones available!

SUPPLIES: Styrofoam trays, 

soil mix, bark mix, drip tape, 

irrigation supplies, plastic 

mulch (3’ & 4’ 1.25 mil)  

and MORE!

varieties to choose from: 

BaOx • Cherry Citrus • Sweetened  •  T1 • Stout

Reserve yours today!

CCBBDD  cclloonneess  

CCBBGG  cclloonneess

Loretto Grain

Buying and Contracting Grain

Current bids are on our website 

at peterson-farms.com

Deborah Gillis  

270-699-0792 

Brent Hupman 

502-827-3344

 

Corn:  

March 21  $5.45 

April   21  $5.45 

 

Basis 

.00 

.00

as of 2-19-2021

CZ0 

CH1

 

Wheat:  

June/July 2021  $6.49 

Aug. 2021   $6.49 

June/July 2022  $6.32 

 

Basis 

-0.15 

-0.15 

-0.30

WN1  

WU1  

WN2 

Option Month Futures

$6.570 

$6.570 

$6.350

$5.31 

$5.34
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28th Annual Casey Co. Community 

Spring Consignment Auction
Saturday, April 17, 2021 @ 9 a.m. EDT 

Located 7 miles south of Liberty on U.S. 127 at KY 910-501 junction

EQUIPMENT: we will accept tractors – 
HORSE DRAWN VEHICLES – FARM MIS-

CELLANEOUS – BUILDING MATERIALS – 

PORTABLE BUILDINGS – HORSE & LIVE-

STOCK: all horses required negative coggins 
test and health (CVI) papers. There will be a 
vet on premises Saturday mornings to issue 
coggins test and health papers.  

POULTRY, RABBITS & SMALL ANIMALS: 
all caged poultry and small animals sell by 
piece along with the cage. TACK & MISCEL-

LANEOUS – HAY & STRAW – YARD, GAR-

DEN, NURSERY STOCK & PLANTS – 

HOUSEHOLD – FURNITURE – ANTIQUES 

– ITEMS OF ALL KINDS WELCOME! 

Accepting consignments for the following items:

To consign or for questions call 606-787-7894.

Auctioneers: David Schrock, 625 Coleman Ln., Orchard, KY 40419 Lic# 2839 
Samuel Girod, Rueben Girod, Atlee Raber, Nelson Weaver, Wesley Dobston & more

Commission: Minimum $1; $7-100 = 15%; %101-500 = 10%; $501 - over = 8% 
Lot charge of $1 / lot; Maximum/item = $300 

Terms: Cash or good check paid in full sale day. Not responsible for accidents or theft.  
All items sell as-is with no warranties implied by the auction or its staff. 

Consignments accepted: Wednesday, April 14; Thursday, April 15; Friday, April 16  
and sale day until time of sale. Please consign early!

Or mail in to: 634 Jody Thomas Rd., Dunnville, KY 42528Second and 4th Monday of 
each month at 1 p.m.
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Farmers serving Farmers

www.superioragins.com
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