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Caleb and Leanne Ragland of LaRue 

County won a top honor during the Ameri-

can Farm Bureau Federation virtual con-

vention, being named winners of 

the Young Farmers and Ranchers 

“Achievement Award.”  After winning 

Kentucky Farm Bureau’s  “2020 Outstand-

ing Young Farm Family” honor, they were 

entered to compete with young farm fami-

lies from across the country and were ulti-

mately awarded the top prize. 

 The award recognizes young farmers 

and ranchers who have excelled in their 

farming or ranching operations and have 

exhibited superior leadership abilities. Ap-

plicants are evaluated on a combination of 

their agricultural operation’s growth and 

financial progress, Farm Bureau leader-

ship and leadership outside of Farm Bu-

reau. 

 The Raglands have a hog, corn, wheat, 

and soybean farm and employ a team of 

13. Caleb handles a variety of business 

and marketing work while Leanne home-

schools their three young boys and man-

ages daily office work and social media for 

the farm.  

 “We are humbled by this honor,” said 

Caleb. “We owe so much to the support of 

our Farm Bureau family and to the many 

others who have encouraged and sup-

ported us on our journey.” 

 As winners of the award the Raglands 

will receive a new Ford truck, courtesy of 

Ford. They will also receive paid registra-

tion to the 2021 AFBF FUSION confer-

ence. 

 For more information about the Ameri-

can Farm Bureau Federation Virtual Con-

vention, visit annualconvention.fb.org. 

Kentucky family wins top honor from 
American Farm Bureau Federation

Caleb and Leanne Ragland of LaRue County received the top honor at AFBF’s virtual convention. As winners of the Young 
Farmers and Ranchers achievement award, the family will receive a new Ford pickup truck. Pictured is the family receiving a 
new Kubota RTV as the prize from Kentucky Farm Bureau when they won the 2020 Outstanding Young Farm Family.

The maple tree, both sugar and red, is val-

ued statewide for its spectacular fall foliage 

and its beautiful furniture wood. But 

landowners across the state, especially in 

eastern Kentucky, are learning these trees 

have a natural resource worth tapping into – 

the sap. 

Kentucky is at the southern limit for tap-

ping maple trees due to the critical rise and 

fall of winter temperatures. In Vermont, a 

leading state in maple syrup production, 

temperatures average 10-15 degrees lower 

than Kentucky, which provides a more ex-

tended flow season. 

Shad Baker, Letcher County Extension 

Agent for Agriculture and Natural Re-

sources, realized Kentucky maple trees 

could be tapped when he attended a 2012 

demonstration in neighboring Virginia. 

Along with Harlan County Agent Jeremy 

Williams, Baker has been a leader in bring-

ing “sugaring” to eastern Kentucky. 

In 2015 Baker and Williams offered the 

first maple syrup school, and the Letcher 

County Extension Office meeting room was 

packed with people wanting to learn more. 

Attending the program were six sugar pro-

Sugaring in 
Kentucky

Ben McKenney of Grandpa Joe’s Sugar House 
in Maine demonstrates value-added maple 
syrup products during a video presentation.
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ducers who thought they were the “only 

ones.”  This first meeting led to the de-

velopment of the Kentucky Maple Syrup 

Association. Current president Seth 

Long says the association is there to 

work together, learn new techniques 

and mentor new producers. 

Using Kentucky timber survey maps, 

Long estimated Kentucky has 42 million 

red and sugar maple trees the size for 

tapping and 6.9 million trees in the six 

counties around Floyd.  

“That’s a lot of untapped potential,” he 

said. 

It’s important to note that the trees are 

not on tillable land.  

“This is a crop that takes advantage of 

land that, for the most part, people con-

sider to be wasted land, hillside land 

that has not historically been used for 

agriculture, or at least not in the past 

100 years,” Baker said. 

The 2020 maple school was held Nov. 

7 and was a virtual education session 

with 90 participants from across Ken-

tucky. Moderator Billy Thomas, UK Ex-

tension Forester, said the school was de-

signed to start conversations and not 

teach people how to tap trees. The 

school showed various aspects of syrup 

production, including tapping walnut 

trees.  

The keynote speaker was one of the 

leading national maple syrup producers, 

Glenn Goodrich from Vermont, who 

began tapping in his back yard and now 

has 125,000 taps. Attendees also learned 

about value-added products from Ben 

McKenney of Grandpa Joe’s Sugar 

House in Maine. 

As more and more people began to 

look at sugaring, it became apparent 

that research about Kentucky produc-

tion doesn’t exist.  

“There is plenty of research for north-

eastern producers, but nothing specific 

to Kentucky conditions,” Thomas noted. 

In response, the forestry department es-

tablished a maple syrup research group 

to focus on key challenges and opportu-

nities in maple syrup production. 

U.K., the maple syrup association, and 

the Kentucky Center of Agriculture and 

Rural Development are now partnering 

with new and experienced maple syrup 

producers in a citizen science research 

study. Using information from produc-

ers, these agencies plan to develop best 

management practices distinctive for 

Kentucky.  

Another research project will provide 

an economic analysis of syrup produc-

tion and determine the number of poten-

tially tappable trees, climate trends, 

on-farm cost benefits and a study of the 

types and costs of energy used in sap de-

hydration.   

A third study will look at the maple 

tree itself, particularly the red maple, 

which is more common in Kentucky.  

Sap samples will be taken from various 

trees across the state and compare local 

climate, site conditions, maple species, 

tree size, growing space as well as vol-

ume production and sugar content. 

With the increased interest in maple 

syrup, will there be a glut on the mar-

ket?  

Long answers that question with an 

emphatic no.  

“I don’t believe we are reaching 5 per-

cent of the available market,” Long said. 

“Producers sell out, and we haven’t 

looked at more value-added products 

and wholesale markets such as bakeries 

and restaurants.” 

The Department of Forestry provides 

a wealth of information about maple 

syrup production on the Kentucky 

Maple Syrup web page, ky-

maplesyrup.ca.uky.edu. The weekly Into 

the Woods Today Episode 29 featured 

maple syrup and can be seen at 

forestry.ca.uky.edu/woods-today. 

As interest in maple syrup production 

increases, the Kentucky Maple Syrup 

Association is holding its second annual 

Kentucky Maple Day. On Feb. 6, during 

the peak of sap production, producers 

across the state will open their wood-

lands to visitors who want to learn more 

about production. A list of locations is 

also available on the UK maple syrup 

page. 

 

By Toni Riley 

Field Reporter 

FROM PAGE 1

Sugar maple trees has untapped potential in Kentucky

Kentucky Maple Day is a celebration 

and educational event all rolled into one. 

The event will take place on Feb. 6 dur-

ing the peak of the Kentucky maple sug-

aring season.   

Producers from across the state open 

their sugarhouses and operations for the 

public to learn about maple sugaring 

and purchase pure Kentucky maple 

syrup.  

Attendees typically get an up close 

look at how maple sap is collected and 

then turned into syrup. Each maple 

syrup producer is different, so careful 

planning can allow visitors to attend sev-

eral sugarhouses to enjoy a variety of 

how sap becomes syrup.   

The biggest part of the tour will be 

around the evaporator. This is where the 

maple sap is boiled, and the sugar in the 

sap is concentrated, thus resulting in a 

golden maple syrup for the table.  

At this point, visitors will learn how 

maple syrup is made and bottled for re-

tail.   

During Maple Day, operations may 

also offer tours of their sugar bush, the 

location where the trees are tapped and 

the sap is collected. Also, some sugar 

makers will have product for sale when 

the tour is complete.  

Check with your local county exten-

sion agent to find a participating pro-

ducer in your area. Participants come 

from across Kentucky. More informa-

tion can be found at ky-

maplesyrup.ca.uky.edu/ky-maple-day.

Kentucky Maple Day
Feb. 6 – maplesyrup.ca.ky.edu/ky-maple-day

FARMERS REGIONAL LIVESTOCK MARKET OF GLAGOW, LLC
I-65 & U.S. 68 Exit • Smiths Grove, Ky.

Dairy Sale Every Tuesday at Noon
Mike Hatcher 

1-800-563-2131 • 270-384-6376 • 270-378-0512

MARKET REPORT: WEEK OF Jan. 12, 2021 
Farmers Regional Livestock Market of Glasgow, LLC

Cattle: 535  Supply included 14% feeder cattle (100% dairy steers),  59% slaughter cat-

tle (79% cows, 21% bulls); 27% replacement dairy cattle (23% fresh/milking cows, 5% 

bred heifers, 8% springer heifers, 11% open heifers 43% baby bull calves, 11% baby 

heifer calves). Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs. was 10%.

Fresh Milking Cows: Supreme 1500.00, Approved 1125.00-1425.00, 
Medium 1275.00, Common 75.00-1000.00. 
Bred Heifers: Medium 925.00-950.00, Common 775.00, Common 675.00-
725.00. 
Springer Heifers: Medium 900.00-1025.00, Common 675.00-850.00. 
Open Heifers: Approved 625# 500.00, Approved 725# 635.00, Medium 
250# 150.00, Medium 300-375# 160.00-220.00, Medium 400# 190.00. 
Baby Bull calves: 40 head 10.00-100.00, 9 head 130.00-230.00 Beef Cross, 
13 head 50.00-110.00 Crossbred, , 2 head 20.00-60.00 Jersey. 
Baby Heifer calves: 9 head 20.00-70.00, 5 head 120.00-220.00 Beef Cross, 
2 head 80.00-90.00 Crossbred. 
Slaughter Cows: Breaker 75-80 percent lean 1460-1905# 47.00-55.00, 
H.Dr. 1455-1845# 56.00-58.00, Boner 80-85 percent lean 1090-1480# 46.00-
55.00, H.Dr. 1140-1420# 56.00-64.00, L.Dr. 1070-1590# 35.00-45.00, Lean 
85-90 percent lean 840-1270# 36.00-45.00, H.Dr. 830-1045# 46.00-54.00, 
L.Dr. 760-1240# 27.00-35.00.  
Bulls: Y.G. 1-2 1360-2310# 85.00-92.00, H.Dr. 1670-2110# 93.00-113.00, 
L.Dr. 1490-1660# 70.00-80.00.
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As broadband expansion continues to 
be a need, now more than ever, Ken-
tucky Farm Bureau continues to keep its 
eye on the funding ball. 

The General Assembly wrapped up 
the first part of its 2021 session on Jan. 
13 and is due to reconvene on Feb. 2. 
KFB is staying focused on its long-term 
initiative, something that’s stood out as 
an imperative need now more than ever: 
getting broadband coverage extended 
into rural Kentucky.  

Mark Haney, KFB president, who is 
also an executive committee member for 
the American Farm Bureau Federation, 
said they are very pleased that Gov. 
Andy Beshear announced he allocated 
$50 million for the implementation of 
broadband expansion into his budget.  

“Our agenda is pretty much the same 
that we’ve had for the last couple of 
years,” Haney said.  “We’re going to 
focus on broadband – trying to get fund-
ing into the bill that we got passed last 
year.”  

Haney was referring to HB 362, which 
established the Broadband Deployment 
Fund, providing grants to government 

agencies and private sectors to con-
struct infrastructure for broadband serv-
ice in underserved areas.  

“That was sort of a placeholder, with-
out funding. Now we’re trying to secure 
that funding … to have a broadband way 
for people to cost-share if they need to, a 
place to go where they can invest in 
their own infrastructure,” Haney said.  

KFB will also continue to support the 
rural secondary and county road aid 
programs. The rural road fund gets 22.2 
percent of the excise tax, which will help 
fund those infrastructure projects in 
rural areas.  

“It’s well needed, of course,” he said. 
“Now is the time we have to take our 
game up in Kentucky and do the ‘last 
mile’ we’ve been talking about …” refer-
ring to finishing where Kentucky Wired 
left off, a state-run project aiming to con-
struct more than 3,000 miles of high-
speed fiber optic cable in every county.  

“We need coverage for farmers, for 
business people in rural Kentucky and 
absolutely in homes for students to be 

Farm Bureau continues push for 
legislature to fund ‘the last mile’

SEE KFB, PAGE 12
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We all rolled 

our eyes when 

Gov. Beshear 

insisted that 

the office now 

be called the 

“Governor Andy 

Beshear’s 

Office of 

Agricultural 

Policy.”

ONE 
VOICE 
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Burton 

 SEE KDDC,  PAGE 6
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Barlow

P
redictions have proven to be totally unreliable, and 
so, we start 2021 with an uncertain future when it 
comes to specifics, when it comes to all areas of 

dairying.  However, today, I stand with the poet, Alexander 
Pope, who said “Hope springs eternal.” 

2020 is behind us and we mustn’t start 2021 by complain-

ing about our past.  I’ve personally been dairy farming my 

entire life and I have never experienced anything like 2020.  

The four big takeaways for me were 1) both the highest and 

lowest milk prices in the same year in modern history, 2) 

huge government payments sent directly to farmers, 3) mas-

sive amounts of dairy products given to food banks and citi-

zens, 4) most importantly, the resilience and adaptability of 

dairy producers, processors and support personnel, e.g. 

truckers, feed companies, supply companies, and most of all, 

our hired labor force that never quit working, never shut 

down, and always did the job put before them.  All of us owe 

our labor force a debt of gratitude. 

There are many unknowns in 2021. The administration of 

CFAP-3, which just passed in December, does not have any 

specific guidelines yet. Also, president elect Biden is propos-

ing another round of stimulus that I am confident will have 

an agriculture aspect, which will include dairy.  This govern-

ment involvement in our lives is unprecedented.  The pay-

ments in 2020 were a lifesaver to many of us milking cows, 

but I don’t think we can plan our futures around continued 

government payments. 

Dairymen’s greatest challenge in 2021 will be high feed 

prices. At this writing, feed commodity prices are increasing 

rapidly. 

2021 more than ever will prove that we live in a global 

economy.  We’re watching grain harvest in South America, 

weather conditions in New Zealand and pandemic conditions 

all across the globe.  All these factors will have a significant 

impact on dairy farmer’s economic health. 

The potential for exports looks positive, and if we can get 

the U.S. economy to open up, with restaurants and schools 

returning to normal, dairy product demand will be strong.  

Dairy economist Mark Stevenson, of Wisconsin, says, “We 

expect smoother sailing in 2021, but there are warning signs 

all around.” 

As for Kentucky’s dairy industry, I’m pleased to announce 

Dairymen’s 

greatest 

challenge in 

2021 will be 

high feed 

prices. At this 

writing, feed 

commodity 

prices are 

increasing 

rapidly.

2021 DAIRY – moving forward
A

s a journalist, I’ve always known that the conversations 
in the hall were just as important as covering the meet-
ing in the adjoining room. Most meetings are designed 

to be informative, but the information is more controlled while 
the conversation in the hallway provides the rest of the story. 

The hallway conversation may not be something that will 

even go into print, but it helps a journalist understand details 

and provide more in-depth coverage. It’s also where journalists 

develop relationships and earn trust.  

I miss having in-person meetings as the pandemic has caused 

most of our annual winter gatherings to go online. Everyone 

has found a way to continue to conduct business, but I sure 

wish I could shake a few hands, grab a few hugs, and hear 

some hallway tales. 

I would love to have some hallway conversations right now to 

help me understand some recent legislation moving in the legis-

lature. 

Agriculture’s home team has done a complete 180 on moving 

the Agricultural Development Fund from the Governor’s Office 

of Agricultural Policy into the Department of Agriculture. 

That bill has been proposed in the past but never managed to 

get a foothold. Now, Sen. Paul Hornback, a leader in pro-agri-

culture causes, is sponsoring the bill, and the list of pro-ag co-

sponsors is long. 

I really need a hallway conversation or two to help me under-

stand why this suddenly became a good idea.  

We all rolled our eyes when Gov. Beshear insisted that the of-

fice now be called the “Governor Andy Beshear’s Office of Agri-

cultural Policy.” Geez, like we don’t know who that guy is who 

shut down our businesses, told us to stay home, and gives us al-

most daily updates on a deadly virus while encouraging us to be 

part of Team Kentucky. 

Beshear is not known for being a friend of agriculture, but 

then rural communities did not get him elected. He listens to 

people who spend their days on concrete, not on combines. 

That’s no secret. It’s no secret he appointed an ag committee 

without involving the ag community. 

Thankfully, governors come and go (I wish we could say the 

same for members of Congress, but that’s a whole other arti-

cle). The Ag Development Fund has remained intact because of 

bipartisan support from the legislature. It helps tremendously 

that the governor gets credit for investing millions of dollars 

into our ag economy for diversification. Those funds reach 

every county and people in those counties know those funds 

The meetings in the hall

SEE MEETINGS, PAGE 6
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Only heartache will be remembered

With ending 

stocks of 

soybeans at 

140 million 

bushels, we are 

looking at the 

smallest 

stockpile since 

2013.

L
ike any schoolboy, I was 

both giddy and awed when I 

walked into the U.S. Capitol 

for the first time. Here Abraham Lin-

coln walked and John Kennedy laid. 

This is where Henry Clay and Daniel 

Webster debated, where wars were 

declared, peace was cherished, and 

democracy watered. 

Only I wasn’t a schoolboy; I was 

nearly 30 years old and I was playing 

hooky from covering dull farm bill 

hearings in the House Ag Commit-

tee. My press pass, I discovered, was 

a passkey to almost every room on 

Capitol Hill. 

The U.S. Capitol was the first star 

attraction I explored. It was as solid 

as the government it housed and as 

breathtaking as the ideals it repre-

sented. I was unprepared, however, 

for its solemnity. I heard whispers, 

not words; saw directions gestured, 

not spoken; and encountered guards 

with folded hands, not crossed arms. 

The Capitol seemed more a 

church than citadel, a place where 

the voices of American saints, our 

patriots, prayed for us, the living. My 

heart heard them. No public build-

ing, before or since, ever affected 

me like it. 

When news broke on Jan. 6 that an 

anger-fueled mob was kicking in its 

doors and windows and attacking its 

police, employees, and members of 

Congress, I was sure the building 

would endure. The Capitol, after all, 

had seen its share of thugs (Sen. 

Joseph McCarthy), despots (Presi-

dent Richard M. Nixon…), and 

crooks (take your pick) come and 

go. 

Nor was I surprised that the mob 

mobilized after given what sounded 

to it like orders by the White House. 

After four years of lies upon lies – 

“The pandemic will be gone by 

Easter.” “This is the best economy 

ever.” “We won the election by a 

landslide.” – there simply wasn’t 

enough oxygen left on either end of 

Pennsylvania Avenue for fact or 

truth to have a fighting chance in 

any debate, let alone a riot. 

What was shocking, however, was 

the pure hatred the attackers carried 

from the White House to the Capitol. 

They believed that killing Vice Presi-

dent Mike Pence and murdering 

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi 

would somehow keep Donald 

Trump in office after Jan. 20. 

Where did they get such a crazy 

idea? Had they never been to the 

U.S. Capitol before that day? 

Had they not heard how its statues 

still call every American to defend 

both liberty and the rule of law? 

Had they never read the words – 

some given as last words – of Ameri-

cans who believed so deeply in free 

elections that they died so even fools 

and traitors could walk in their shad-

ows as free people? 

Did they not see the pall their riot-

ing cast on the honored dead of Con-

cord, Gettysburg, Iwo Jima, Khe 

Sanh, or Fallujah? 

If not, that’s truly tragic because 

their first visit to the U.S. Capitol 

came as pawns in service of soulless 

demagogues and accomplished liars 

who used them to make a grab for 

power American citizens had not 

given them through either vote or 

voice. 

But many of the mob will pay for 

that mistake with the loss of the very 

thing they were told was at stake: 

their freedom. That, too, was a lie. 

The real mobsters, the elected offi-

cials who planted, then fueled, what 

they clearly knew were lies about 

“voting irregularities,” now want to 

deflect attention from their treason 

with calls for unity and bipartisan-

ship.  

These are lies, too. They don’t 

want unity; they want cover. They 

want America to see them as peace-

makers when, in fact, they’re the 

soulless demagogues powered by 

only ambition and lies. They’re 

phonies. 

But the Capitol riot was real; so are 

its shattered windows, splintered 

wood, and bloodstained floors. All 

will be swept, scrubbed and re-

paired. 

The stain left by the public ser-

vants too cowardly to tell the truth to 

the mob they inflamed, however, can 

best be purged at the ballot box in 

the next fair and free election. 

  

FOOD 
& 
FARM 
FILE 

 

Alan 
Guebert 

Had they never 

read the words 

– some given 

as last words – 

of Americans 

who believed so 

deeply in free 

elections that 

they died so 

even fools and 

traitors could 

walk in their 

shadows as 

free people?

Blood washes away; lies will be remembered

E
  njoy the ride while it lasts! The USDA gave 

the bulls another portion of grain when they 

lowered their ending stocks estimate of 

corn to 1.552 billion bushels in their latest report and 

world stocks to 283.8 million tons. This is the small-

est global stockpile since 2016. While  

China’s imports rose 1 million tons, U.S. exports 

were lowered 100 million bushels with feed usage 

and ethanol down 50 million bushels and 100 million 

bushels respectively. Exports may fall further as the 

dollar is attempting to post an important bottom. 

While inspections were a marketing year high last 

week at 44.5 million bushels, they must average 57.9 

million bushels to reach USDA’s target of 2.55 billion 

bushels.  

Right now, the traditional funds are sporting a 

record long position in corn of 1.98 billion bushels. 

Meanwhile, the index, or institutional funds, are long 

2.045 billion bushels, their largest position since 

2014. Although the funds can take the grains to un-

precedented heights, only the heartache is remem-

bered when they depart.        

With ending stocks of soybeans at 140 million 

bushels, we are looking at the smallest stockpile 

since 2013. World stocks at 84.3 million tons are their 

lowest since 2014.  In their latest report, the USDA 

increased their export estimate 30 million bushels to 

2.23 billion bushels which was expected. Meanwhile, 

no increases were noted for imports by China. Last 

week, export inspections rebounded to 65.5 million 

bushels.  

However, since mid-November, the pace has fallen 

25.5 percent. In the meantime, the pace of shipments 

to China has declined 40.6 percent. This suggests 

that the USDA may be reluctant to make additional 

increases in subsequent reports. While all eyes have 

been on South America’s weather, conditions are im-

proving from recent moisture and more is in the fore-

cast.  

In their recent report, the USDA left Brazils’ pro-

duction unchanged at 133.0 million tons but lowered 

Argentina’s crop 2 million to 48 million tons. Right 

now, the funds are long 825 million bushels of soy-

beans. With the record of 2.225 billion bushels set in 

2012, they have a bit of wiggle room in tacking on ad-

ditional longs.      

While the USDA pegs global wheat stocks falling 

3.3 million tons to 313.2 million, it is still the second 

largest on record. This means that it will have to be 

pulled higher by gains in corn and soybeans. Mean-

while, there is a bright spot in that Russia’s exports 

are forecast to fall 1 million tons. In addition, there 

are rumors that they will increase exports quotas fur-

ther. Last week, export inspections were scraping the 

barrel at 10.2 million bushels and must average 21.1 

million bushels to reach USDA’s projection of 985 

million bushels.      

     DEWEY STRICKLER is president of Ag Watch Market Advi-

sors, LLC. Email Strickler at agwatchdls@comcast.net or 

go online at www.agwatch.biz.

 ALAN GUEBERT publishes a weekly column Farm and Food File through 
the U.S. and Canada. Past columns, events and contact information are 
posted at farmandfoodfile.com. Contact Alan Guebert by email at ag-
comm@farmandfoodfile.com.
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we’ve had very few dairies cease opera-
tion.  I refer again to the resilience of 
Kentucky dairy producers.  Another 
positive in 2021 is, I’m confident we 
won’t have the upheaval in dairy mar-
kets experienced by the bankruptcies of 
Dean and Borden.  In addition, more 
Kentucky farms are participating in 
Dairy Margin Coverage Insurance, 
which puts a floor under our milk price.  
Price risk management will be a vital 
part of economic strategy every year 
from now on. 

The Kentucky Dairy Development 
Council is remaining active and true to 
our mission of promoting and represent-
ing dairy producers and fostering an en-
vironment of growth and sustainability 
of the Kentucky dairy industry. 

KDDC is implementing a totally new 
program named MILK 4.0 that incen-
tivizes dairy producers to improve prof-
itability through genetics, genomics, 
improved pregnancy rates, lower so-
matic cell counts, financial analysis and 
exploring dairy beef opportunities. 

I’m confident KDDC will be able to, 
once again, hold educational meetings 

that provide an environment for our pro-
ducers to learn new technology, share 
ideas for increasing profits, and most of 
all, to interact with one another on a per-
sonal and social basis.  Most of the 2020 
meetings have been cancelled and we 
are eager to provide these meetings in 
2021.  Dairy farmers are a relatively 
small fraternity compared to most other 
ag commodities, so it is vital for our suc-
cess that we stay connected. 

I am proud to announce a shortened 
one-day Dairy Partner Conference Feb-
ruary 24 with a virtual option.  In addi-
tion, we have planned a road show in 
Hopkinsville, Campbellsville and Glas-
gow, to kick off our new programs on 
March 27-29.  We invite everyone to 
come and see the exciting things 
planned for dairy in 2021. 

Thank you, Farmer’s Pride, for giving 
us this forum and we encourage all your 
readers to raise a glass of milk and eat 
plenty of cheese, butter, yogurt and ice 
cream for your good health and helping 
your neighborhood Kentucky dairy 
farmers.

FROM PAGE 4

HH BARLOW is executive director of Kentucky Dairy 

Development Council.

KDDC implements new program

KENTUCKY  

SOYBEAN  

ASSOCIATION 

COMMUNICATION 

DIRECTOR 

 

Rae 

Wagoner

As with so many events over the past year, the 
Kentucky Commodity Conference transitioned 
to a virtual event. It was held on the Confer-
ence’s regular date, January 14, on the Zoom 
platform.  

I have heard a number of people, both farmers 
and industry partners alike, say that they’re just 
“Zoomed out,” and I understand. Zoom fatigue is 
a very real thing, and it affects folks from the 
boardroom to the classroom.  

I have to say that while I am a “people person” 
and am looking forward to a time that we can all 
get together safely, I am also extremely thankful 
for the technology that allows us to continue to 
do business during the pandemic. The Kentucky 
Soybean Association and Board have utilized 
this virtual platform for individual board and 
committee meetings, but the Conference has far 
more moving parts.  

We didn’t get to shake hands in the hallway, 
but we got to wave at friends on the screen. 
Farmers didn’t get to visit the trade show, but 
our Platinum sponsors (Bayer, Farm Credit Mid-
America, H&R Agri-Power, and Pioneer) and our 
Gold sponsors (Agri-Gold, Corteva, and Syn-
genta) supported this conference just as if it 

were live and in-person. We appreciate that.  
Those who tuned in were able to participate in 

the annual meetings for the Kentucky Small 
Grain Growers Association, the Kentucky Soy-
bean Association, and the Kentucky Corn Grow-
ers Association from the comfort of their shop, 
recliner, or truck. Michele Payn delivered a 
keynote address on mental health that we all 
needed to hear, and we celebrated wins in the 
production contests.  

KSA recognized Brent Gatton with the Eddie 
Voils Leadership Award, Becky Thomas as our 
Top Recruiter, and Mr. Agriculture himself, War-
ren Beeler, with the KSA Distinguished Service 
Award.  

I know that we are all looking forward to “get-
ting back to normal,” whatever that looks like. I 
just think it’s important to be thankful for the 
technology that enables us to gather, even virtu-
ally, to celebrate accomplishments and honor 
people for a job well done.  

Farmers are the most adaptive and resilient 
people that I know, and where there’s a will, 
there’s a way. We were able to record the Zoom 
meeting of the conference’s general session, and 
by the time this issue of The Pride reaches your 

mailbox, you should be able to watch it on the 
Conference website, www.kycommodityconfer-
ence.org.  

Finally, I’d like to send a shout out to our 2020 
KSA President, Fred L. Sipes. Many of our presi-
dents serve for two years, but as our bylaws in-
clude a nine-year term limit, his eligibility to 
serve as a director precluded him from a two-
year presidency. The year started out great with 
last year’s conference, followed by a trip to Com-
modity Classic and our annual BBQ lunch at the 
state Capitol. Then travel restrictions were put in 
place, and Fred’s presidency became a virtual 
one.  

He was a champ, adapting to the new technol-
ogy and making Hill visits via conference call. 
He talked to biodiesel technicians with his mask 
firmly in place and never missed a beat. I am 
sure this presidency was nothing like he ex-
pected, but he rose to the occasion and contin-
ued to conduct business on behalf of Kentucky’s 
soybean farmers – just in a different way.  

That, my friends, is a testimony to the re-
silience and determination of those of us in agri-
culture, and it’s surely something to be proud of. 

First (and hopefully only) virtual Commodity Conference a success

Dear Editor, 
The Kentucky legislature is consider-

ing  a fast-track bill, Senate  Bill 3,  spon-
sored by Sen. Paul Hornback.  

SB 3 moves the Agriculture Develop-
ment Fund  from the Governor’s Office 
of Agricultural Policy to the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture.  

While to some that might seem to 
have some logic, it certainly does NOT.  

The history of elected ag commission-

ers is littered with “clowns to the left 
and jokers to the right.”   

Can anyone in Kentucky ag think that 
past commissioners Richie Farmer or 
Ward “Butch” Burnette or Alben 
Barkley II could administer this fund 
($40+ million per year currently) with-
out getting their hand in the cookie  jar? 

s/Hoppy Henton.    
Full time farmer   
Woodford County 

LETTER TO EDITOR

Keep Ag fund in GOAP

come from “the governor’s office.” 
Maybe we see the well running dry 

and the real reason leaders now want it 
moved into KDA is to keep control over 
the millions that have been converted 
into the Ag Finance Corporation. That 
pot provides low interest loans and will 
be a way to assist farmers for years to 
come even if new tobacco settlement 
money is gone.  

That’s a hallway conversation I haven’t 

had, so I’m not sure why this has be-
come such a good idea. I do hope it’s not 
part of the Republican response to what 
many people consider the governor’s 
overreach during the pandemic. One 
has nothing to do with the other. 

There are pros and cons to housing 
these funds in either office, but if it’s not 
broke, why fix it? So I have to ask, is it 
broke? I am not convinced that it is.

FROM PAGE 4

Meetings in the hall

 SHARON BURTON  is the Editor of The Farmer’s Pride. 
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LEXINGTON – During challenging times, producers 

may worry about changing farming practices or find it 

hard to maintain new ones. Yet, soil health and good 

stewardship practices are as important during times of 

stress and uncertainty as they are under more settled 

circumstances.  

Virtual Shop Talks for Farmers is an opportunity for 

farmers across the Midwest and Mid-South to have 

meaningful conversations with other farmers and ex-

perts about practical ideas and programs that can help 

them weather hard times and succeed with stewardship 

practices on their farms.  

Registration is now open for the free series, which will 

take place through the social conferencing platform 

Zoom on four Wednesdays in February and March 

from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. EST.  

In each session, participants will hear about solutions 

from specialists and direct experiences from farmers 

during a 40-minute panel discussion, after which every-

one will break out into conversation rooms, where they 

can chat farmer-to-farmer about their experiences, chal-

lenges and solutions related to that particular topic.  

“I am very excited about this opportunity for farmers 

to talk to other farmers about how they are using prac-

tices to protect soil, water and farming legacies, particu-

larly during challenging times, such as we’ve been 

experiencing lately,” said Amanda Gumbert, water qual-

ity extension specialist in the University of Kentucky 

College of Agriculture, Food and Environment. Gum-

bert is one of the organizers of the event, which is 

being arranged by an alliance of land-grant universities 

in Mississippi River Basin states. Collaborating univer-

sities include UK, Mississippi State University, Univer-

sity of Wisconsin-Madison, University of Arkansas and 

University of Illinois. The series is funded by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency.  

The series will include the following sessions:  

– Making Conservation Make Cents, Feb.3. Panelists 

Paul Dietmann of Compeer Financial, farmer Steve 

Stierwalt of the Illinois STAR program and Arkansas 

farmer Adam Chappell will lead an economics discus-

sion focused on ways to finance conservation practices.  

– Re-Thinking How We Manage On-Farm Nutrients, 

Feb. 17. Panelists Josh McGrath, UK soil management 

specialist, and Wisconsin farmers Tony Peirick and 

Dale Macheel will discuss how to maximize the benefits 

of nutrient resources through manure utilization and 

cover crop management.  

– Making Progress through On-Farm Trials, March 3. 

Participants will engage with farmers who are embrac-

ing innovative approaches and stressful conditions to 

improve their own operations. Panelists to be an-

nounced.  

– Farmer-to-Farmer Perspectives to Help You Nail 

Down Your Next Steps, March 17. A discussion about 

the economics, practicality and reality of conservation 

practices in times of farm stress. This session will be 

an all-farmer panel.  

“We invite you to connect with like-minded farmers 

who share your interest in having a profitable opera-

tion, productive soils and clean water,” Gumbert said.  

To find more information or to register for the se-

ries, go to northcentralwater.org/farmer-to-farmer-

conservation-learning-and-leadership/virtual-farmer-s

hop-talks/.  

By Carol Lea Spence 

University of Kentucky

Free series focuses on stewarding resources in hard times 
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1 tablespoon olive oil, or as 
needed 
1 onion, diced 
½ red bell pepper, diced 
½ green bell pepper, diced 
1 clove garlic, minced, or to taste 
salt and ground black pepper to 
taste 
1 pound ground turkey 
1 pound lean ground beef 
2 cups cooked quinoa, or more 
to taste 
½ cup milk 

2 eggs, beaten 
2 tablespoons Worcestershire 
sauce 
2 tablespoons sweet chili sauce 
¾ teaspoon ground ginger 
¼ cup bread crumbs, or as 
needed (Optional)  
 
Glaze: 
¼ cup brown sugar 
¼ cup ketchup 
1 tablespoon Worcestershire 
sauce 

Make-ahead Mashed Potatoes

We live in a busy world. Days are 

crowded with more things to do 

than time allows. Instant texting 

and rapid responses to anything 

and everything, whether accurate 

or not, crown every moment of our 

lives. Everyone seems to have an 

opinion we need to hear on every 

subject – from the mundane to the 

insane, from the very important to 

“stuff” that does not matter. We 

have become conditioned to listen 

for something to listen to whether it 

matters or not. 

Psalm 75 explodes with an impor-

tant reminder. “We give thanks to 

You, O God, we give thanks for 

Your Name is near! Men tell of your 

wondrous works!” The fact that the 

word thanks appears twice in one 

sentence makes it intense and dra-

matic. But we should not be sur-

prised. We are to thank God not 

only for His wondrous works but 

because He is near! God Himself, 

our God Who created everything 

and is in everything and sustains 

everything is close by. 

Jesus once commanded Peter to 

cast his net into the water to catch 

some fish. He did and was amazed 

at the results. The disciple falls at 

His feet in fear and wonder. What a 

miracle! Jesus spoke and things 

happened. God’s presence and 

power came to life instantly. 

The same is true for us today. 

While we may not see many ex-

treme displays of His power, 

nonetheless He is at work. The little 

gifts in our lives as well as the im-

mense miracles in our lives prove 

that He is near us and caring for us. 

We must always be aware of His 

presence. 

 

Visit us at SowerMinistries.org 

Be aware of God

Perfect Healthy Meatloaf

Corn Casserole  
with Crackers

5 pounds Yukon Gold pota-

toes, cubed 

2 (3 ounce) packages cream 

cheese 

8 ounces sour cream 

½ cup milk 

2 teaspoons onion salt 

ground black pepper to taste 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 

Line a baking sheet with alu-

minum foil. 

Heat olive oil in a large skillet 

over medium-high heat. Saute 

onion, red bell pepper, and green 

bell pepper in hot oil until soft 

and translucent, about 5 minutes. 

Add garlic to vegetable mixture; 

saute until fragrant, about 1 

minute more. Season with salt 

and black pepper; remove from 

heat to cool. 

Mix turkey, beef, quinoa, milk, 

eggs, 2 tablespoons Worcester-

shire sauce, sweet chili sauce, 

and ground ginger together in a 

bowl until well-combined. Add 

sauteed vegetable mixture; stir 

until completely incorporated. 

Gradually add bread crumbs to 

meat mixture until mixture is 

moist and holds together. Form 

into 6 mini loves and place loaves 

on prepared baking sheet. 

Whisk brown sugar, ketchup, 

and 1 tablespoon Worcestershire 

sauce together in a bowl until 

sugar is dissolved and glaze is 

smooth. 

Bake meat loaves in the pre-

heated oven for 30 minutes. 

Spread glaze over each loaf and 

continue baking until no loaves 

are longer pink in the center, 10 

to 15 minutes more. An instant-

read thermometer inserted into 

the center should read at least 

160 degrees F.

1 tablespoon vegetable oil 

½ large onion, chopped 

2 ribs celery, chopped 

1 pinch salt and ground black pepper to taste 

(Optional) 

3 (15.25 ounce) cans sweet whole-kernel 

corn, drained 

2 (15 ounce) cans creamed corn 

1 (4 ounce) packet saltine crackers, crushed 

2 eggs 

2 tablespoons milk 

4 tablespoons melted butter 

¼ teaspoon ground black pepper 

salt to taste (Optional) 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.  Grease a 

9x13-inch baking dish. 

Heat oil in a skillet over medium heat; stir in 

onion and celery. Saute until the onion has soft-

ened and turned translucent, about 5 minutes. Sea-

son with salt and pepper, if desired. Transfer to a 

large bowl with whole-kernel corn, creamed corn, 

and crushed crackers. 

Whisk together eggs and milk in a small bowl 

and add to the corn mixture. Add butter, pepper, 

and salt; mix until all ingredients are incorporated. 

Pour into the prepared baking dish. 

Bake in the preheated oven until edges are 

golden brown, 45 to 60 minutes. Let cool for 5 to 10 

minutes before serving. Recipes courtesy of allrecipes.com

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C). 

Place potatoes in a large pot of lightly salted water. Bring to a boil, and 

cook until tender, about 15 minutes. Drain, and mash. 

In a large bowl, mix mashed potatoes, cream cheese, sour cream, milk, 

onion salt, and pepper. Transfer to a large casserole dish. 

Cover, and bake for 50 minutes in the preheated oven. 
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The Forage 
Doctor

By Jimmy Henning
Baleage (round bale silage) is a bene-

ficial option for making high quality 

stored forage in Kentucky. Baleage tech-

nology is well proven but not without 

challenges. Most of these challenges re-

volve around achieving a moisture con-

tent (MC) in the target range of 40 to 60 

percent. Getting a fermentation report 

and fully understanding its terms will 

provide a great deal of information 

about how well the forage ensiled.  

Interpreting the terms on a fer-

mentation report 

Moisture/Dry Matter – The mois-

ture content of the forage as tested. The 

MC of baleage should fall between 40 

and 60 percent to be conducive to good 

fermentation and to inhibit the growth 

of clostridial bacterial. Fermentation re-

sults are better when MC are between 

50 and 60 percent. Baleage with MC 

below 50 percent will have limited lactic 

acid production and pH values usually 

above 5.  

Crude Protein – The estimate of the 

protein value of baleage, calculated by 

measuring nitrogen (N) content and 

multiplying by 6.25. Higher crude pro-

tein values are associated with early-cut 

forages (vegetative to early reproductive 

stage) and often indicate a higher level 

of readily-fermentable carbohydrates. 

Lactic Acid – The product of anaero-

bic fermentation of soluble sugars and 

carbohydrates by lactic acid bacteria. 

Lactic acid values of 3 percent or greater 

are desired in baleage (DM basis). Lac-

tic acid values are frequently below 3 

percent in baleage and are generally 

lower than in chopped haylages because 

the fermenting bacteria (on the plant 

surface) have limited access to the fer-

mentable, soluble carbohydrates inside 

plant cells. Lactic acid should be the 

dominant acid in well-fermented 

baleage, present in greater quantities 

than acetic, propionic and butyric acid. 

Acetic Acid – Acetic acid inhibits 

yeast and mold growth and helps keep 

baleage from spoiling during feeding. 

Concentrations of acetic acid should be 

between 1 and 4 percent (DM basis) 

and ideally no more than half of the lac-

tic acid present. High acetic acid (>4 

percent) can be caused by very high 

moisture (>75 percent), slow fermenta-

tion (possibly due to high protein con-

tent which buffers pH change) or 

loosely packed baleage. Some clostridial 

fermentations can produce acetic acid. 

Propionic Acid – Propionic acid levels 

should be less than .5 to 1 percent (DM 

basis). High levels indicate that insuffi-

cient sugar was available for fermenta-

tion. 

Butyric Acid – Butyric acid should 

be no more than .5 percent  (DM basis) 

and ideally less. Cattle intake has been 

shown to be depressed by as little as .3 

percent butyric acid. Elevated butyric 

Knowing the quality of your baleage starts with a good sample using a core sample, such 
as demonstrated here by Brandon Sears, University of Kentucky Extension Agent for 
Agriculture and Natural Resources. If you make baleage, you need a fermentation report. 
Fully benefiting from those tests requires understanding the key terms.

Making sense of baleage tests

acid means the baleage has undergone 

secondary fermentation by clostridial 

bacteria. High butyric acid levels are as-

sociated with very wet forages, forages 

contaminated with dirt and manure, and 

mature forages that do not undergo a 

quick pH drop.  

pH – The acidity of the baleage. Fer-

mentation of forage leads to a drop in 

pH due to the production of acetic and 

lactic acids. Ideally baleage should have 

a pH of 5 or below to inhibit secondary 

fermentation by clostridial bacteria. 

However, the pH necessary to inhibit 

clostridial fermentation depends on the 

type of forage (grass vs legume) and the 

moisture content of the baleage (Figure 

1). Legumes do not need to be as acidic 

as grasses to inhibit clostridial growth. 

Clostridial bacteria are inhibited by MC 

below 60 percent.   

Ammonia, Crude Protein Equivalent – 

The amount of ammonia (NH3) present 

in baleage expressed as crude protein. 

Some ammonia in baleage is acceptable. 

Excessive amounts indicate that 

clostridial fermentation has taken place. 

Ammonia-N, Percent of Total N – 

The proportion of the total nitrogen 

present in a forage that is ammonia. Am-

monia-N levels above 15 percent are as-

sociated with high butyric acid content 

and indicate clostridial fermentation has 

occurred.  

Ash – Ash is the fraction of the forage 

that is inorganic minerals. Standing for-

age is about 8 to 10 percent ash (DM 

basis). Elevated ash content (>11 per-

cent) indicates that the baleage has 

been contaminated with dirt. Dirt is the 

primary way clostridial bacteria get into 

baleage. 

 

OBSERVATIONS MATTER 

To assess the quality of baleage fer-

mentation, observations can tell you a 

lot. Good baleage will have a pleasant 

odor, while butyric acid baleage can 

have a very putrid odor. Squatting bales 

and seeping effluent are indications of 

overly wet forage which has likely un-

dergone undesirable fermentation. Fi-

nally, bales that with large holes formed 

soon after baling will lead to poor fer-

mentation in that area and in extreme 

cases, botulism.  

If you make baleage, you need a fer-

mentation report. Armed with the defini-

tions above, understanding that report 

may be a little easier. 

 

Happy foraging.  

The effect of DM concentration and forage type on the minimum pH to inhibit the growth 
of Clostridium tyrobutyricum. At 40 percent DM (400g DM per kg of baleage), the pH re-
quired to inhibit the growth of C. tyrobutyricum is around 5 for grasses and 5.7 for 
legumes, as indicated by the red arrows. 
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TThhaannkkss  ttoo  oouurr  PPrriiddee  iinn  AAgg  ssppoonnssoorrss,,  

ssttuuddeennttss  iinn  aaggrriiccuullttuurree  ccllaassssrroooommss  

aaccrroossss  KKeennttuucckkyy    

rreecceeiivvee  TThhee  FFaarrmmeerr’’ss  PPrriiddee
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Roeder Auction 

Office 270-962-7273

Cell 270-881-2610

Owner: Delbert Roeder

Hopkinsville, KY 42240
1010 Skyline Dr.

Company
Mark Haney                    Drew Graham 

President         Executive Vice President

Need to Refinance Your Farm or Ranch Loan?

CONTACT US TODAY!

H.H. Barlow, III, director

KENTUCKY AG SERVICES DIRECTORY

2248 University Station • Murray, KY 42071

FRANKFORT – Agriculture Commis-
sioner Dr. Ryan Quarles invites Ken-
tucky’s youth to participate in the 
Kentucky Pollinator Stakeholders Art 
Contest. The contest is designed to edu-
cate the public on the benefits of pollina-
tors and encourage behaviors that 
promote pollinator habitats across Ken-
tucky. 

“In agriculture, we know the impor-
tance of pollinators,” Commissioner 
Quarles said. “This contest will allow 

children from across the commonwealth 
to spread that message in the most color-
ful, vibrant and artistic ways 
imaginable.”  

With the theme, “Pollinators and Their 
Floral Hosts in Kentucky,” the contest 
will focus on the state’s wide variety of 
flowers and plants and the pollinators 
that visit them. Youth ages 5-18 are in-
vited to participate “Managed bees and 
native pollinators are necessary to U.S. 
agriculture,” Tammy Potter, Kentucky 

State Apiarist, said. “More than 90 crops 
in the U. S., including many fruits and 
vegetables grown here in Kentucky such 
as apples, strawberries, peaches, pump-
kins, melons, and canola, are dependent 
on insect pollinators such as bees for re-
production.” 

These pollinators are necessary for the 
Earth’s ecosystem and the art contest al-
lows youth to celebrate that relationship 
between pollinator and plant. 

Contest participants are divided into 

age categories with prizes awarded for 
first, second and third place in each cate-
gory. First-place winners will receive a 
$100 prize, second-place a $50 prize and 
third-place winner will receive a $25 
prize. The prizes are sponsored by 
NiSource Charitable Foundation / Co-
lumbia Gas.  

For more contest information or an 
entry form, kyagr.com/statevet/honey-
bees.html. Contest entries must be post-
marked by Friday, Feb. 26. 

Kentucky art contest increases pollinator awareness



able to continue school.”  
And he doesn’t think the increased vir-

tual needs will be lessened any time 
soon. 

Although the COVID-19 pandemic ob-
viously highlighted that need over the 
last year, Haney said, “we don’t think 
this is a one-time thing. Virtual work will 
continue, whether it’s inclement 
weather, flu season; we’ll see more of 
this. And we have to be prepared. So, it’s 
a high priority for us.”  

Kentucky Wired has “gotten it out to 
those 16 locations, already hot and 
ready to go,” Haney said. According to 
the Kentucky Communications Network 
Authority, 99 percent of the construction 
is now complete.  

“Now the job is to connect those and 
push it on out to the far reaches of the 
state. So we’re going to continue to ask 
for funding to do that.” Haney said this 
will be an ongoing initiative; it would be 
impossible to ask for enough funding to 
do it all at one time.  

Estimated costs of the full project are 
anywhere from $45-$65 billion, to lay 
fiber to all the rural areas that are cur-
rently without any service.  

Haney also touched on other items 
contained in the proposed budget that 
pertain to KFB’s funding priorities. The 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture 
was budgeted $18.1 million.  

 “We want to seek good funding for the 
Department of Ag. We work with them 
on a daily basis, and we want to see that 
well-funded, where programs can con-
tinue,” Haney says.  

“We also want to focus on if there’s 
any movement on wildlife management 
– that becomes a real issue,” Haney 
says, although it’s not included as a 
budget request for funding.  

Issues include the size or population of 
deer herds, wild turkeys, coyotes, black 
buzzards and others.  

“All that takes a toll on the industry, ei-
ther competing for food supply or killing 
our animals,” he said.  

Other funding included is almost $35 
million proposed for Ag Development 

FROM PAGE 3
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1-800-353-6108 
500 Main St. • Shelbyville, KY 40065 

shelbyinsuranceagency.com • sia@iglou.com 

Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Designed to insure against declining market 

prices. Beef producers may choose from a 

variety of coverage levels and insurance 

periods that correspond with the time their 

feeder cattle would normally be marketed 

(ownership may be retained). 

 

Insurance can be bought throughout the 

year. Beef producer may choose coverage 

prices ranging from 70 to 100 percent of the 

expected ending value. At the end of the in-

surance period, if the actual ending value is 

below the coverage price, the producer may 

receive an indemnity for the difference be-

tween the coverage price and actual ending 

value.   

 

A LRP insurance policy application must be 

submitted. Once accepted, it is considered 

a continuous policy.  

The specific coverage endorsements (SCE) 

are not continuous and are only effective for 

the period stated. The SCE must be com-

pleted annually or multiple times per year in 

order for coverage to be maintained.  

 

Coverage is available for calves, steers, 

heifers, predominantly Brahman cattle and 

predominantly dairy cattle. The producer 

may also choose from two weight ranges: 

under 600 pounds or 600 - 900 pounds.  

LRP-Feeder Cattle is a federally 

subsidized product. Current subsidy 

levels are:  

 

Coverage level        Subsidy 

70% – 79.99%            35% 

80% – 89.99%            35%  

90% – 94.99%            30% 

95% – 100%            25% 

Protect your  

income ...  
contact David 

Mathis today  
for more  

information!

Funds, with $14.4 million of that allo-
cated to county funds.  

Another $2.5 million is proposed for 
the Environmental Stewardship Pro-
gram and $907,300 marked for Conser-
vation District Local Aid.  

“We want to see the budget finished 
out here. They’re going to do a one-year 
budget, which is a big deal for us – that’s 
where programs get funded, so that’s 
where we’re always interested, of 
course,” Haney said. 

By Bobbie Curd 

Field Reporter

KFB continues push for broadband funding

CONGRATS

for receiving top honor at  
American Farm Bureau  
Federation convention 

 
 

YOUNG FARMERS  
AND RANCHERS 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Caleb & Leanne 
Ragland

from your friends at
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Hemp trays and soil mix.   
Tobacco trays and soil mix.   
From Greenhouse Green,   
the new guys with a long history.

HEMP MIXES AND TRAYS 

GGH101 for germination 

and transplant product. 

Coarse perlite for extra air 

space and drainage in 

larger cells.

HEMP TRAYS 

BW - 128 

R - 162 

BW - 200 

R - 242

TOBACCO MIXES AND TRAYS 

The Gold mix — the long stan-

dard for tobacco. 

TOBACCO TRAYS 

BW - 288 LD & SHD 

BW - 338 LD & SHD 

R - 242

Call for availability and dealer locations. 

Chuck at 813-334-2628

• Planter inspection, updates and meter calibration! 

• Value added crop opportunities –– NonGMO, white corn, 

wheat and rape/canola crops 

• Marketing plans for 2021-2022 

• Corn and soybean seed and trait options 

• NuTech, Stewart and Partners Brands 

excellent genetics and technology   

Riceagrimarketing@att.net or call 

270-314-4317 • 270-314-3075 • 270-302-7138

January is planning time

Rice Agri-Marketing

““FFoorr  II  kknnooww  tthhee  ppllaannss  II  hhaavvee  ffoorr  yyoouu,,””    
ddeeccllaarreess  tthhee  LLoorrdd,,  ““ppllaannss  ttoo  pprroossppeerr    

yyoouu  aanndd  nnoott  ttoo  hhaarrmm  yyoouu,,  ppllaannss    
ttoo  ggiivvee  yyoouu  aa  hhooppee  aanndd  aa  ffuuttuurree..””      

 

 

~~  JJeerreemmiiaahh  2299::1111~~

Call us! We want to help you plan for success in 2021!

HHaappppyy    

NNeeww  YYeeaarr!!

FRANKFORT  – Nominations are now being accepted 
for the 2021 Kentucky Leopold Conservation Award. 

“Contrary to popular perception, farmers are some of our 
greatest conservationists and stewards of the land,” Agri-
culture Commissioner Dr. Ryan Quarles said. “Every year, 
the Kentucky Department of Agriculture is honored to 
work with the Sand County Foundation to present the 
Leopold Conservation Award to a Kentucky farm family 
who goes above and beyond in the care and management 
of natural resources. The nominees support our proud tra-
dition of conserving important resources while keeping 
farmland productive and sustainable.” 

Sand County Foundation, the nation’s leading voice for 
conservation of private land, presents the Leopold Conser-
vation Award to private landowners in 21 states for extraor-
dinary achievement in voluntary conservation. In 
Kentucky, the $10,000 award is presented with the Ken-
tucky Agricultural Council and the Kentucky Association of 
Conservation Districts. 

Given in honor of renowned conservationist Aldo 
Leopold, the award recognizes landowners who inspire 
others with their dedication to land, water, and wildlife 
habitat management on private working land. In his influ-
ential 1949 book, “A Sand County Almanac,” Leopold called 
for an ethical relationship between people and the land 
they own and manage. 

Nominations may be submitted on behalf of a landowner, 
or landowners may nominate themselves. The application 
can be found 
at sandcountyfoundation.org/uploads/Kentucky-CFN-
2019WEB.pdf. 

 

Nominations sought for Kentucky Leopold Conservation award
The application deadline is April 1. The committee 

prefers application materials to be sent electronically 
to colemansteve51@gmail.com. 

Materials may be also be mailed with a postmark of 
April 1.  

Mail applications to: 
Leopold Conservation Award 
c/o Franklin County Conservation District 
103 Lakeview Court 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
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Commodities for feeder cattle are spiking. What if you could sustain a reasonable rate of gain   

with feeding less corn and other inputs? What could that do to your bottom line? 
 

 

From a nutritionist standpoint, it’s not protein but energy that packs on the pounds. Grow   

your own digestible energy and save the cost of those expensive protein inputs.   
 

 

We’ll show you how to grow your own energy this summer. Take control of your bottom line today!

Craig Cohron 

855-897-9010 
ccohron@hotmail.com

    Grow your own energy. 

    Cut those expensive inputs. 

    Keep the same rate of gain. 

    Impact your bottom line.

AACCHHIIEEVVEE  PPRROOFFIITTAABBLLEE  GGAAIINNSS  WWHHIILLEE  

FFEEEEDDIINNGG  LLEESSSS  PPUURRCCHHAASSEEDD  FFEEEEDDSS

The University of Kentucky College of 

Agriculture, Food and Environment has 

been offering online education for many 

years, but even more so during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Faculty in the UK 

Department of Animal and Food Sciences 

are using a variety of methods to teach 

beef producers. 

“We’ve had to get really creative to reach 

producers in the past year,” said Les An-

derson, UK beef specialist. “Many of our 

programs are traditionally hands-on, but 

we’ve had to pivot and come up with differ-

ent ways to reach our clientele such as 

podcasts, videos and webinars.” 

The BeefBits podcast began in August 

and has served as a way for UK specialists 

to address clients in an educational, but 

less formal manner. Since then, topics 

have included from calf value, current 

market news and choosing a butcher to re-

productive management, fishing and foot-

ball. 

“BeefBits has been a great opportunity 

for us to share information and create a 

way to collaborate with our colleagues 

while we are apart,” said Jeff Lehmkuhler, 

UK beef extension specialist and podcast 

host. “We’ve talked about doing this be-

fore, but the pandemic pushed us to dive 

in.” 

The podcast offers new episodes twice a 

month at beefbits.podbean.com. 

At the beginning of the pandemic, when 

many businesses and universities were de-

veloping plans to comply with healthy-at-

home guidelines, the UK beef group 

decided to start a weekly series for beef 

producers called Reaching Out While 

Locked In. 

“Our plan was to provide this to replace 

our normal in-person county meetings, 

until we could get back to normal in a few 

weeks,” said Darrh Bullock, beef exten-

sion specialist. “When it appeared that the 

pandemic might last longer than we ini-

tially expected, we expanded the program 

and invited some of our colleagues in the 

department and college to participate in-

cluding forages, health and economic top-

ics for additional sessions.” 

 The series has reached more than 300 

people from more than 70 counties for the 

program via Zoom and Facebook Live and 

archived recordings on the Animal and 

Food Sciences website. 

The link for Reaching Out While Locked 

In is afs.ca.uky.edu/beef/videos/beef-

management-webinar-series. 

Producers now have an opportunity to 

complete the Weaning 101 workshop on-

line. The workshop consists of eight 

weekly sessions and is approved by the 

Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy to 

fulfill the educational requirements for the 

County Agricultural Improvement Pro-

gram. Producers should contact their 

county extension agent to ensure their 

local CAIP committee will accept the pro-

gram. The workshop requires registration. 

More information is available at 

afs.ca.uky.edu/beef/extension/virtual-

workshops. 

Beef Minutes is a weekly video series 

that began in summer 2020, in which UK 

extension specialists cover topics impor-

tant to beef production. 

“The Beef Minutes videos address 

timely topics for beef producers,” said 

Katie VanValin, UK beef specialist. “We 

want Kentucky producers to have the re-

search-based information they need for 

each season of production. Episodes thus 

far have included topics such as calving, 

genomics testing, nutrition and feed effi-

ciency.” 

Beef Minutes episodes are available on-

line at afs.ca.uky.edu/beef/videos/beef-

minutes. 

Another opportunity is the online Beef 

Quality and Care Assurance program. This 

program enables beef and dairy producers 

to enhance their product, maximize mar-

ketability and strengthen consumer confi-

dence. Producers can now become BQCA 

certified through the online program. For 

more information, 

visit afs.ca.uky.edu/beef/irm. 

In the past, in-person field days allowed 

producers to see firsthand what goes on in 

the unit. The UK Animal and Food Sci-

ences department now offers a virtual tour 

of its beef unit at afs.ca.uky.edu/beef/beef-

tour. 

“There’s no reason that the pandemic 

should stop us from relaying information 

to beef producers,” Anderson said. “In fact, 

it has just made us see how important it is 

to reach them in a variety of ways. In pre-

pandemic times, we were sometimes lim-

ited as to how many we could host at 

in-person events. I am sure we will always 

offer virtual options to reach out to more 

people. Specialists and agents are continu-

ing to be more innovative and use social 

media and online platforms to reach our 

audiences.” 

 

By Aimee Nielson  

University of Kentucky

UK offers numerous online beef education opportunities
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3460 Old Franklin Rd. • Scottsville, KY 42164
270-622-9337 • amosuh60a@nctc.com

KY Dealer
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Angus Bulls

udy RankinuJ
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y | 859-319-1400Jerr

18 — 20 month
Purebred A

y & JryJerr

ARMSFARANKIN FRANKIN FFAARMS
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, KY

jmsvictordomino.com

270-465-6984 • 270-566-2694 • 270-566-2000

Danny Miller 

and

Trent Miller

BULLS FOR SALE

LIVESTOCK BREEDER DIRECTORY

Isaacs Angus

270-528-5486 • 270-528-1946
809 Glen Logsdon Rd. • Horse Cave, KY 42749

Tim & Ann Marie Isaacs

Quality Alfalfa Hay 

Registered Angus Cows For Sale 

Registered Angus Bulls –  Service Age

Matt Isaacs – 270-774-5486

Call Mindy at 270-384-9454 

 or email  

pride316@duo-county.com  

to get your ad in the directory.

5966 State Route 138 
Slaughters, KY 42456

Angus Bulls &  

Females For Sale

Johnson Farms

Keith: 270-635-0723 
Reese: 270-635-1137270-469-5517

St. Clair Farms 
Registered Angus

Eric & Sherry St. Clair 

Cell 270-617-1079

13433 Falls of Rough Rd. 

Falls of Rough, KY 40119 

stclairangus.com
Harrodsburg, KY 

covellcattle@gmail.com

Functional and stylish Registrered Angus and Simangus. 

Breeding and show cattle for sale.

Diana 301-606-0867 Ann 301-639-0554
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Livestock Marketing Group

®

www.kysoy.org

The articles and information in Pride in Agriculture Education 

page are provided by the Kentucky Agriculture and Environment 

in the Classroom. KyAEC and its members partner to bring agri-

culture learning to Kentucky schools and youth organizations 

through educational programs, workshops, and curriculum  

development.  

Learn more by visiting teachkyag.org or kyfoodandfarm.com

Article from 

BestFoodFacts.org  

Mention GMOs – genetically 

modified organisms – and you’ll 

likely hear a wide range of opin-

ions. Some believe these plants 

and animals have great benefits to 

produce food and protect the envi-

ronment. Others believe they hold 

potential risks and should be 

avoided. GMOs have been in use 

for many years. Despite the broad 

scientific consensus that they are 

safe to eat and safe for the environ-

ment, their use has generated 

plenty of public dialogue, ques-

tions and curiosity about the tech-

nology. 

Genetically engineered plants or 

animals, often called GMOs, were 

developed through biotechnology 

and often carry genes from a bac-

teria or virus. Biotechnology has 

been used to help crops better 

withstand drought, be resistant to 

insects or be better suited to con-

trol weeds. Genetic modifications 

can help animals to better utilize 

the feed they eat.  

To learn more about biotechnol-

ogy, we reached out to Dr. Pamela 

Ronald, a distinguished professor 

in the Department of Plant Pathol-

ogy at the University of California-

Davis. She has gained worldwide 

recognition for her work in geneti-

cally engineering rice to better 

withstand plant diseases and flood-

ing. 

“Rice is an important staple food 

crop for more than half the world’s 

people, so it’s really important to 

work with,” Dr. Ronald said. “Even 

a small change that you can make 

in the ability of the plant to survive 

stress or resist disease can have 

an impact on millions of people.” 

Are GMOs good or bad? 

That depends. 

First, Dr. Ronald said the biotech 

foods are safe to grow and to eat. 

“There’s no question about that. 

They’ve been planted for 25 years 

now,” she said. “They have re-

duced the use of chemical insecti-

cide, and I think that’s really 

important for people to know.” 

Dr. Ronald also explained that 

biotechnology is just one of the 

tools farmers can use to help pro-

duce food. When farmers have ac-

cess to a variety of tools or 

techniques, they can choose the 

ones that work best for each crop, 

for each location and for each situ-

ation. 

“All farmers rely on seeds to 

grow their crops, and farmers are 

looking for seeds that help make 

agriculture more productive and 

sustainable,” Dr. Ronald said. 

“They want to use less land, use 

water more efficiently, use soil 

more efficiently. They want to re-

duce the use of harmful inputs. 

Every type of contribution can be 

really important for farmers.” 

 

Dr. Ronald’s husband is an or-

ganic farmer. She noted that every 

type of farming has tradeoffs. As 

an example, in order to grow a 

crop, the soil must be disturbed, 

and native plants are removed. 

The key is weighing the impacts, 

tradeoffs, and benefits, and then 

making an informed choice.  

“We farm because we have to 

eat,” she noted. “It’s a huge trade-

off. How do we farm more sustain-

ably and try to minimize our 

impact on the environment?” 

Some farmers have found that 

GMOs can contribute to making 

Are GMOs good or bad?
farming more sustainable. Dr. Ronald 

gave an example of farmers 

in Bangladesh growing eggplant. Pre-

viously, farmers needed to spray in-

secticide several times a week during 

the growing season to save the crop 

from destructive insects. In recent 

years, they have planted a genetically 

modified eggplant seed that contains 

a gene from a bacteria that prevents 

the insects from reproducing. As a 

result, the farmers use much less in-

secticide spray, the crops have 

yielded more eggplant from the same 

amount of land and families have a 

better income.  

Because there is a lot of misunder-

standing and incorrect information 

about GMOs, Dr. Ronald encourages 

those with questions to explore rep-

utable sources of information, such 

as the National Academy of Sciences 

or the USDA. 

“I think it’s important to realize that 

all farmers rely on seeds that have 

been genetically altered in some 

manner. The method is not impor-

tant. What matters is what kind of 

trait that’s being imparted to the 

plant,” she said. 

“It’s always good to just think about 

the challenges faced by farmers. 

Floods come through, which is pre-

dicted to occur more frequently with 

climate change. Then some farmers 

can’t grow their crops because 

there’s not enough water. Some farm-

ers’ crops are devastated by insect 

pests. So anytime you can develop 

crops that are resistant to insects, it can have 

a massive benefit to farmers.” 

To further investigate the benefits and trade-

offs to GMOs and biotechnology, visit 

www.kyfoodandfarm.com and click on Engage 

in the top menu. 
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800-241-7036

KT 209 LC
Medium Maturity – Good Red Color 

Resistant to both strains of Black Shank 

Works in Bottom Land

Carrollton Greenhouse
Tobacco Supplies, Inc.

TTrraayyss  ••  SSooiill    

TToobbaaccccoo  SSeeeedd  

MMeecchhaanniiccaall  TTrraannssppllaanntteerrss  &&  PPaarrttss  

GGrreeeennhhoouussee  PPllaassttiicc  &&  SSiiddee  CCuurrttiiaannss

502-732-9365
P.O. Box 527 • 3356 Hwy. 42 East • Carrollton, KY

John Rothenburger                                                                       Tommy Williams

Carrollton Greenhouse
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TRAYS
128, 242, 253, 288, 338

– SPECIAL TRUCK LOAD PRICES –

Call 502-463-2412 or 

859-743-1447

Authorized L.B. White 
dealer. If we don’t have 

it we CAN get it.

Seeding Systems • Greenhouse Covers • HydroFilm 

Tobacco Seed • Greenhouse Supplies • Heating Systems • Fans • And More!

Custom greenhouses and parts to fit YOUR needs!

Sungro Redi-Earth Soil for tobacco 

Sungro Sunshine #4 or MM852 bark mix for Hemp

N. KY Tobacco  

Greenhouses & Supplies 

1490 Hwy. 35 • Sparta, KY 41086 

502-463-2412 • Fax 502-463-2416 

kitty.nkygreenhouses@gmail.com

SOIL Loretto Grain

Buying and Contracting Grain

Current bids are on our website 

at peterson-farms.com

Deborah Gillis  

270-699-0792 

Brent Hupman 

502-827-3344

 

Corn:  

Feb. 21    $5.31 

March 21  $5.34 

 

Basis 

.00 

.00

as of 1-15-2021

CZ0 

CH1

 

Wheat:  

June/July 2021  $6.42 

Aug. 2021   $6.42 

June/July 2022  $6.05 

 

Basis 

-0.15 

-0.15 

-0.30

WN1  

WU1  

WN2 

Option Month Futures

$6.570 

$6.570 

$6.350

$5.31 

$5.34
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Second and 4th Monday of 
each month at 1 p.m.
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RED ANGUS COMMER-

CIAL HERD DISPERSAL: 

15-20 head of commercial 
Red Angus females, including 
7 first calve heifers, all bred to 
a calving ease reg. Red 
Angus bull. Excellent body 
condition and vaccinated with 
Scour Bos 9. Call 270-307-
7344. Sonora, Ky.             2/4  

FOR SALE: Registered 
polled Hereford bulls and Gel-
bvieh bulls. Call Clifford 
Farms at 859-234-6956. TFN 
FOR SALE: Registered 
Angus cows, calves and 
heifers for sale. Call Ridge 
View Angus at 606-787-
7307.    Kings Mountain, Ky.

CLASSIFIEDS

Beef

FOR SALE: 3430 Spray-
Coupe, 5-spd., diesel, 3358 
hrs., 60 ft. booms, $14,000 
OBO. Call 859-583-9900. 
Perryville, Ky.            2/4

Farm Equipment

Timber

MONEY GROWS ON 

TREES: Looking for walnut, 
white oak and red oak trees. 
Will also harvest other 
species. Certified logger, ref-
erences available. Will travel. 
Call Eli Miller Logging at 270-
524-2967 and leave a mes-
sage. Member of the Better 
Business Bureau     12/16/21

Call 1-800-489-9454 

to get your classified in 

The Pride! 

2 issues for $20
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For Sale

Hauling

Timber

Randy Smoot

270-789-9317

FOR SALE
HEIFERS • BULLS • HAY

Call

Hay

FOR SALE: Quality square 
bale hay and straw. Call or 
text 270-849-5000. Camp-
bellsville, Ky.          1/21

CLASSIFIED 

ORDER FORM

NAME: _______________________ 

ADDRESS: ___________________ 

_____________________________ 

PHONE: _____________________

20 words or less  
(50¢ per word after 20 words)

$20 for 2 issues

Mail form to:  
The Farmer’s Pride  

P.O. Box 159 
 Columbia, KY 42728

Call 270-384-9454 

 to subscribe today! 

1 year for $25  •  2 years for $40

Tell them 

“I saw it in 

the Pride!”

Farm Equipment

Hauling Rice Hulls for Poultry Houses

Lewis Farms
John Lewis

Call 606-307-4430 Serving Kentucky & Tennessee

Call Charlie 859-608-9745 
Red Barn & Associates 
www.RedBarnandAssociates.com

WINTER 2021 SPECIALS
Meyer 510 TMR mixers  In STOCK 

Cloverdale 500 T -TMR mixers  IN STOCK 

Stoltzfus 10 ton Litter spreader $28,500 

Gehl R150 skid loader $19,500 

Caterpillar 242B skid loade- $17,500 

New Holland 790 choppers @$7,500 

John Deere 8200 drill $5,500 

John Deere 566 baler $7,350 

Gehl 8285 feeder wagon $6,000 

New Idea 363- manure spreader $8,500 

Artex SB 200- vertical beater- FOR RENTAL 

Kemco Bale Wrapper new $29,000 

Stoltzfus lime - litter- fert cu 50 $18,500 

JD 5085E- loader - 4wd- canopy $33,500 

Farmco feeder wagons-15 in stock – CALL
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CLASSIFIEDS

Farm Equipment

Serving Kentucky and Surrounding States Since 1951

Call 859-254-7022

Pipes, sprinklers,

guns, travelers,

center pivots & drip

Pumps, reels,

drag hose

systems

www.kentuckyirrigation.comMade in the U.S.A.

COWHERD EQUIPMENT, INC.
1483 Old Summersville Rd. • Campbellsville • cowerdequipment.com

Office: 270-465-2679 � Fax: 270-465-8239 � Mobile: 270-469-0398

Silage Bags • Bunker Covers • Hay Covers 
Stretch Film • Net Wrap • Twine

Silage Baggers & Hay Wrappers for Sale or Rent
Parts & Services Offered!

Come See Us For All 
Your Mixer Wagon Parts, 

Services & Repairs!

Russell County Stockyards

Have livestock questions? 
Need information?

Farm Visits � Consultation on when to sell

Call Mike Loy at 

270-250-3554

32x72     You Build: $5,250 – We Build: $8,500

32x96       You Build: $6,950 – We Build: $10,995

Home Phone: 270-692-6730

Cell Phone: 270-699-1499

Joe Paul Mattingly
830 Sally Ray Pike
Raywick, KY 40060

*Includes everything except concrete around post.
*Includes everything except concrete around post and 
metal on the sides.

Services

32x72  You Build: $5,750 – We Build: $8,750 

32x96  You Build: $7,500 – We Build: $11,500

Farmers Serving Farmers

Services

Hillside Acres
Eubank, Ky.

Custom Silage Bagger Rental 
7 ft., 8 ft., & 9 ft. Bags 
Plastic Sheeting

25’x100’ 
up to 60’x200’ 
30” Flavor Seal  
       Bale Wrap 
48” Hybrid Netwrap 

51” Hybrid Netwrap 
67” Hybrid Netwrap 
48” Blue Magic     
       Netwrap 
Sisal and Plastic Twine

Call for prices 
606-423-4271 • 606-802-5748
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Call Charlie  
today for details!

2015 John Deere 5085E

WE CAN FINANCE!  —> WE WANT YOUR TRADES! 

– 1750 hours 

– 85 hp 

– Loader 

– 12 speed with reverser

Mower is available  

$7,500

$33,000 Services

Farm Equipment

Timber

Services

Services
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