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Proposed solar farms in numerous counties in Ken-
tucky have recently energized citizens to debate the 
definition of farming as well as the community’s inter-
est in agricultural land use.   

A complicated topic, solar farming has generated 
multiple and often conflicting points of view. 

The farmers’ stake is often not the first priority with 
the solar development company.  A company will 
identify a property that is adjacent to existing trans-
mission lines or substations that have available capac-
ity and has an owner interest in leasing or selling the 
property for solar development.   

The Mercer County Solar Project, proposed by 
Savion for the old Wilkinson Farm along U.S. 127, is a 
case in point. Len Goodpastor, whose land lies adja-
cent to the proposed solar development, attended the 
first reading in fiscal court on Sept. 29 to make a zon-
ing change to allow solar farms. 

“In a state with vast amounts of unpopulated areas 
where the land is not fertile for agriculture, putting 

commercial solar fields around our homes and on 
high-producing farm land is not in our best interest,” 
Goodpastor said. “This amendment will open up all of 
Mercer’s agricultural land to this type of massive 
solar development.” 

In this case, the owner has agreed to lease the 1,800 
acres for 25 years. At the end of the lease, Savion 
claims “the project can be removed and the land re-
stored to farmable conditions.” 

Many farmers from Mercer County take issue with 
the idea that land that has been infused with concrete 
pylons to support panels could become farmable  
(facebook.com/mercercountysolar project).  

Leasing land for solar is attractive, however, be-
cause it pays well. 

“The landowner’s getting three times from solar 
what he would get from corn and soybeans. It’s a no-
brainer financially,” said Kelley Yates, executive direc-

SOLAR FARMING 

Solar panels on farmland is a controversial topic making rounds in Kentucky as sev-
eral projects are being proposed.

HOPKINSVILLE, Ky. – A new expo center is slated to 
open by Jan. 1 and members of the Christian County 
Agribusiness Association were able to see what’s ahead 
during a meeting last week. 

The association held a busy meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 
6 that included a visit from Agriculture Commissioner 
Ryan Quarles and USDA Rural Development State Di-
rector Hilda Legg. 

The meeting adjourned with the tour of the expo cen-
ter, which is being constructed behind the Christian 
County Extension Office. 

The 45,000 sq. ft. building will include a meeting 
room and certified kitchen area, but will also include a 
large indoor arena with a dirt floor to accommodate 
horse shows and other events.  

Jay Stone, county manager for the Christian County 
Cooperative Extension Service, served as host of the 
tour. 

Stone said the property is owned by a non-profit foun-
dation, which saved $500,000 over the years to start the 
project. Farm Credit Mid-America then committed 
$100,000.  Stone said the total project cost is expected 
to be around $1.9 million. 

Local government entities have also contributed and 
Stone said a $250,000 grant through the Kentucky Agri-
cultural Development Fund would put them over con-
struction costs.  

Stone was proud of the fact that the bathrooms will in-
clude showers, and not just because they will be useful 
during equine events.  

Stone said the showers are something that is impor-
tant for a shelter during an emergency. He said they 
volunteered the extension office during an ice storm in 
2009 but were unable to help because the building 
lacked shower facilities. Now, the foundation will be 
ready to serve the community with an emergency shel-
ter during a crisis situation, he noted. 

“When it’s all said and done, with a dirt floor we hope 

Ag business 
group tours new 

expo center

SEE OPINIONS, PAGE 2
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tor of the Kentucky Sheep and Develop-
ment Office. 

Economics and the future of energy 
sources are part of the debate as well.   

“Mercer County is in somewhat of a 
stagnant situation. The solar company is 
an opportunity to move ahead,” said for-
mer county judge executive and farm 
owner John Trisler. 

Trisler said his children moved out of 
the county to get good paying jobs. 

Mercer County already has a function-
ing solar farm at the KU site.  

“The fact that no one mentions the 
solar farm already here shows that it has 
not negatively impacted the county,” 
Drew Gibbons of Savion said during his 
presentation. 

The KU solar farm in Mercer County 
began an experiment last year with 
sheep grazing under its solar panels.  
The goal, according to Aron Patrick, 
who manages the solar farm, is to re-
duce the cost of mowing.   

If sheep can graze and the shepherd – 
in this case Mike Moore, who also man-

ages the livestock at Shaker Village – 
can weed whack between the panels, 
then KU will see a good return on pay-
ing Moore’s management fee. 

KU is experimenting with trying to 
combine forages and pollinator mixes as 
part of its pilot program.  They will con-
tinue to test the number of sheep 
needed per acre and correct the forage 
mix to keep the grasses shorter than 36 
inches.  But the bottom line for KU and 
grazing is that it has to be cheaper than 
mowing. 

Sheep farmers in North Carolina and 
Virginia have been grazing solar farms 
for several years. Troy Givan of Greens-
boro, NC, earns $200 per acre per year 
to graze a solar farm. Joe Hampton in 
southwest Virginia says 50 acres is a 
sweet spot for him.  He lambs three 
times a year and uses the solar acreage 
for dry ewes. He is paid $100 per acre 
per year. 

David Gladem, with Acciona Energy, a 
solar developer with proposed projects 
in Madison and Fleming counties, said 
in a zoom meeting Sept. 14 that he wants 
a “no-cost” farm program.  In other 

words, his company’s perception is that 
the farmer’s reward is “free” grazing 
with the additional responsibility of 
maintenance and mowing.   

In conclusion, it would be wise for de-
velopers to be in discussion with farm-
ers and for each to be open to sharing 
and understanding each others’ fields.   

The loss of productive farmland 
should be a concern for everyone. But 
given the electrical infrastructure 
needed for a solar farm, it is unlikely 
that the countryside will be overrun 

with panels. In addition, the idea that 
soil disturbed by panel construction can 
be easily returned to its productive state 
is something that is yet to be proven.  

Sheep grazing solar farms could be a 
possibility if all the details are worked 
out regarding best forages, water 
sources, and maintenance – if Kentucky 
farmers are paid like the ones in Vir-
ginia and North Carolina.  

 

By Lynn Pruett 

Field Reporter 

FROM PAGE 1

Opinions voiced on solar panel farming

MAMMOTH CAVE DAIRY AUCTION, INC.

I-65 & U.S. 68 Exit • Smiths Grove, Ky.

Dairy Sale Every Tuesday at Noon

Mike Hatcher 

1-800-563-2131 • 270-384-6376 • 270-378-0512

MARKET REPORT: WEEK OF OCT. 6, 2020 

Mammoth Cave Dairy Auction, Inc.

Cattle: 641  Supply included 9% feeder cattle (94% dairy steers, 6% heifers);  

58% slaughter cattle (81% cows, 19% bulls); 33% replacement dairy cattle (10% 

fresh/milking cows, 4% bred heifers, 7% springer heifers, 6% open heifers,  

45% baby bull calves, 28% baby heifer calves). Feeder cattle supply over 600# was 5%.

Dairy Steers: Large 3: 285# 98.00, 300-317# 100.00-104.00, 477# 91.00, 600# 

103.00. 

Dairy Steers: Large 3-4: 375# 84.00, Large 4: 430# 76.00. Heifers – Medium and 

Large 1-2: 265# 127.00.  

Fresh Milking Cows: (2-4 years old) Supreme 1600.00, Approved 1300.00-

1375.00, Medium 1100.00-1275.00, Common 725.00-1075.00, Common 750.00 

Crossbred, Common 700.00 Jersey. 

Bred Heifers: Medium 800.00-885.00, Common 560.00-650.00, Common 660.00. 

Springer Heifers: Approved 1100.00-1250.00, Medium 875.00-1000.00, Common 

675.00. 

Open Heifers: Approved 350-375# 220.00-235.00, Approved 475# 340.00. 

Baby Bull calves: 38 head 30.00-160.00, 16 head beef cross 150.00-320.00, 6 head 

crossbred 60.00-130.00, 11 head Jersey 20.00-50.00.  

Baby Heifer calves: 23 head 30.00-140.00, 6 head beef cross 190.00-220.00, 1 head 

Brown Swiss 130.00, 12 head crossbred 40.00-130.00, 2 head Jersey 50.00-70.00. 

Slaughter Cows: Breaker 75-80 percent lean 1465-1785# 47.00-56.00, H.Dr. 1455-

1560# 57.00-62.00, Boner 80-85 percent lean 1075-1465#  51.60, H.Dr. 1180-1365# 

57.00-62.00, L.Dr. 1100-1325# 44.00-46.00, Lean 85-90 percent lean 760-12005# 

37.00-46.00, H.Dr. 860-1175# 47.00-56.00, L.Dr. 715-980# 27.00-35.00. 

Bulls: Y.G. 1-2 1200-2285# 82.00-91.00, H.Dr. 92.00-101.00, L.Dr. 1370-2580# 77.00-

81.00.
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REGISTER HERE:

ADAPTING TO CHANGE:  

DESIGNING RESILIENT FORAGE-LIVESTOCK SYSTEMS

2020 Virtual Kentucky 

Grazing Conference

Oct. 27 – 29  •  6 – 8 p.m. CDT

PRESENTATIONS INCLUDE:
October 27 • 6 - 8 p.m.

• Managing Soil Fertility in Uncertain Times – Jimmy Henning 
• Selecting Forage Species for a Changing Environment – Jesse Ramer 

• Managing Risk in Forage-Livestock Enterprises – Kenny Burdine

October 28 • 6 - 8 p.m.

• Keynote Speaker •  
Selecting and Managing Livestock for Changing Conditions 

Johnny Rogers, Producer, NCSU Amazing Grazing Coordinator and Past 
President of the Red Angus Association   

• Forage Spokesperson Contest

October 29 • 6 - 8 p.m.

• Using What the Good Lord Gave Us – Chris Teutsch 
• USDA-ARS Forage-Livestock Research Update – Brittany Harlow 
• Fifty Years of Change: Observation of an Old Geezer – Bill Payne

Regis
ter 

Toda
y!

https://2020grazingconference.eventbrite.com

to be able to entertain any type of event 
that would take place on a dirt floor facil-
ity, whether it’s a horse show, or horse 
sale…” he said. “We’ve got no less than 
10 events scheduled for January and 
February.”   

Stone said the dirt floor is roll-packed 
and set up “as good as concrete.” 

“That’s really going to double the type 
of events we can have here,” he said. 

Legg was on hand during the meeting 
to announce $486,000 in Rural Energy 
for America Program grants, eight of 
which went toward recipients to install 
solar systems and three others to help 
producers purchase grain drying sys-
tems. 

Legg encouraged others to be familiar 
with Rural Development programs and 
said those investments can open doors 
for economic development. 

She said values in rural communities 
include a work ethic, taking care of each 
other and producing for and feeding oth-
ers. 

“Those fundamental values are so im-
portant, not just to our rural communi-
ties. I believe the fundamental values of 
rural Kentucky and all of rural America 
are truly what makes America great,” 
she said. 

Quarles said there have been a few 

good moments stemming 
from the trauma of the 
pandemic, including a 
renewed interest in buy-
ing local foods and na-
tional recognition of the 
importance of the nation’s 
food production system. 

The pandemic has put a 
spotlight on the need for every Kentuck-
ian to have high speed internet, and 
Quarles said he will work with whoever 
it takes “to not just be a voice for rural 
Kentucky and the Department of Ag, but 
a voice on rural quality of health issues, 
rural quality of life issues.” 

He called for a regulatory framework 
in Washington that is pro agriculture, 
and said they need to work on that after 
the election regardless of its outcome. 

Quarles said a new trade deal with 
Japan, a Phase 1 China deal, and NAFTA 
USMCA set American farmers up for 
success that was only hindered by 
COVID-19. 

“This would have been the year…we 
would have seen higher prices, more de-
mand and an opportunity for us to really 
export excellence around the world,” he 
said. “Just think how bad it would have 
been had those trade deals not been in-
volved.” 

By Sharon Burton 

snburton@farmlandpub.com

Ag facility set to open

FROM PAGE 1

The Christian County Agribusiness Association meeting adjourned with a tour of a new 
expo center, which is being constructed behind the Christian County Extension Office.

Photo by Sharon Burton
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Regardless of 

the candidates 

we choose, the 

underlying 

objective is to 

participate.

C
an you think of another community of 

professionals who talk about what they do 

with such fervor and positivity? Our so-

cial media streams are filled with photos of the 

farm or what we are doing to help spread the great 

news about agriculture.  

Come to think about it, teachers also proudly dis-

play their triumphs, and rightfully so, especially in 

these interesting times that we did not see coming. 

I think farmers and teachers understand each 

other because they provide an essential service 

and do a great job connecting.  

Producing food was once a hands-on, learned life 

skill that was passed on from those in your family. 

Once schools popped up in the community, agri-

culture was not a necessary subject, because the 

students were almost always involved in producing 

the family’s food.  

It is widely believed that the school summer 

break was observed to ensure families had 

enough help during the peak of the growing/har-

vest season. Even my grandfather told me that it 

was also perfectly acceptable to miss school to 

help with tobacco or hay work. That was in the 

1940s.  

Earlier in the 20th century, Congress passed the 

Smith-Lever Act, which established the Coopera-

tive Extension Service, and then the Smith 

Hughes Act established vocational agriculture edu-

cation. I also learned from the University of Ken-

tucky College of Agriculture, Food and 

Environment web site that 4-H also got it’s start 

about this time, as agents found that young people 

were more receptive to learning new information 

when it came to farming.  

We all know, however, that despite these agricul-

ture education efforts, there are fewer families in-

volved in agriculture than there were 100 years 

ago, thus fewer students exposed to food produc-

tion. Youth organizations like 4-H and FFA are 

doing a wonderful job involving as many young 

I am really 

excited about 

the programs 

they are 

implementing, 

such as 

elementary 

school visits, 

after school 

agriculture 

clubs, and 

family 

agriculture 

nights.  

It takes a village to teach Ky. ag

SEE IT, PAGE 6
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Mark 

Haney

A
 s we draw closer to Election 

Day 2020, I understand the  

anxiety many of us are feel-

ing. The past year has been  tough in 

so many respects, whether we live in 

rural communities on Kentucky’s 

many family farms or we live in urban 

areas.  

The feelings of uncertainty we’ve all 

dealt with have caused us to reflect on 

many things: our families, our jobs, 

our lifestyles, and maybe even our be-

liefs. 

For me, my faith and the love I have 

for my family and friends has gotten 

me through each day. Each of us are 

managing these uncertain times in 

our own way, but the main thing is we 

come out on the other side better for 

having been through it. 

With that in mind, Nov. 3 could be 

the most important date of the year 

for many of us. I’m a firm believer that 

every election, be it for local, state or 

national offices, is of the utmost im-

portance. But this one seems to have 

taken on new meaning.  

It comes at a time that most of us 

have never experienced. It comes at a 

time when divisions seem to run 

deep. It comes at a time when we are 

more anxious than ever about the fu-

ture.  

The main thing, though, is that it 

comes at a time when perhaps we are 

all paying a little more attention to 

what election days are all about.  

I would urge each and every one of 

you to take the time to support the 

candidate of your choice.  Despite a 

pandemic, and because of various 

methods adopted to ensure your vote 

is counted due to COVID-19 restric-

tions, we anticipate a large, perhaps 

historic, voter turnout for the coming 

general election, just as we had for 

the primary held earlier this past 

summer.  

Now more than ever, it is critical to 

be a part of this process of electing 

our leaders. And for those who feel as 

though their single vote doesn’t mat-

ter, I would remind you that many 

elections throughout the history of 

this country have been decided by a 

very few votes, and often it was by 

just one.  

The right to cast our votes is woven 

into the very fabric of this country 

and we should never take it for 

granted. 

Regardless of the candidates we 

choose, the underlying objective is to 

participate. We can argue till the cows 

come home over which person is the 

right one for a particular office, and 

we know not all of us are going to be 

happy once the votes are counted. It’s 

likely we’ll continue to argue over the 

job these leaders are doing once the 

election gets past us, too.  

My hope, regardless of who is on 

the winning side in each of these elec-

toral contests, is that we all decide to 

come together as united communities 

across this state and nation to work 

toward the common goal of getting 

past this time of unrest.  

Despite any differences we may 

have, we can accomplish so much 

more when we work together. The 

agricultural community has known 

this for a long time, and our hope is 

that others will discover that truth 

again, as well. 

Vote, vote, vote

MARK HANEY is president of Kentucky Farm Bureau.
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Emphasis is on China and harvest

 Last week, 

export 

inspections 

were a 

marketing year 

high of 61.2 

million bushels 

with China 

taking 32.3 

million bushels.

S
omewhere in southern Illinois 
there’s a high school year-
book that contains a photo of 

me and another student leaning 
against a classroom wall on either side 
of a 1972 campaign poster of a smiling 
Richard Nixon. The caption writer, an-
other student, notes that my buddy 
and I are “standing” with our man, the 
then-incumbent president. 

And I was because nothing – not 
even the death of a friend’s brother in 
Vietnam or a ballooning White House 
scandal called Watergate – had 
shaken my belief in Nixon. 

In my defense, I was 17 and I had a 
lot of company. A few months later, 
Nixon carried 49 states and demol-
ished his challenger, Sen. George Mc-
Govern, in a 520-to-17 Electoral 
College blowout. Less than two years 
later, however, Nixon was history, 
brought down by his own lies. 

No one was more stung by the re-
versal than my father, a long-time 
Nixon loyalist. Dad stood by him until 
Aug. 8, 1974, the night the president 
told the nation he would resign at 
noon the next day. 

I doubt Dad was angered by Nixon’s 
dirty tricks; after all, Nixon had 
earned the nickname “Tricky Dick” 
long before. Instead, I suspect it was 
Nixon’s endless lying. To Dad, there 
was no excuse to lie. 

In the southern Illinois of my youth, 
petty political corruption came with 
the office. For example, most people 
overlooked a county employee mow-
ing the local judge’s lawn or a police 
chief having a little “city” rock spread 
on his driveway. Each was a small, un-
spoken job benefit. 

What people wouldn’t “cotton to,” 
however, was the beneficiary brag-
ging about it. That was a career-killing 
indiscretion. 

The maestro of this rule bending 
was the county sheriff who also 
owned what most knew was the best 
“Democratic” tavern in the area. In 
local parlance that meant he’d stand 
you the first drink if, as he often 
asked, “You vote right?” in local elec-
tions. 

To no one’s surprise, he had a distin-
guished public career and no one ever 
thought him crooked. 

He was, instead, more of a poster 

child for another political reality of 
those times; the power most local offi-
cials wielded wasn’t through their 
budgets or rich contributors. Instead, 
the real juice was patronage; they con-
trolled lots of good-paying, local jobs. 

If, say, you wanted a job as a county 
deputy, a key qualification was some 
personal or political (both would be 
best) connection to the sheriff. Like-
wise, if you wanted to work at the 
nearby state prison, you needed to 
know a county party boss or, better 
yet, the local state representative. 

And, sure, this system was openly 
corrupt but it was open; everyone 
knew who got what favor and how. As 
such, it had built-in limits that few offi-
cials with an eye toward reelection 
ever broke. 

That can’t be said of today’s million-
aire candidates and billionaire backers 
who, due to their unlimited campaign 
resources, are largely unaccountable 
to voters and mostly unanswerable to 
party leaders. 

Little wonder then that our biggest 
public problems – a rampaging pan-
demic, continued infrastructure fail-
ure, debilitating opioid addiction, the 
lack of adequate medical care, short-
ages of affordable housing… the list is 
as endless as obscene – are rarely 
tackled and never solved. 

This year, agriculture is the perfect 
example of this political inversion. It’s 
impossible to explain why American 
farmers and ranchers will receive 
more than $50 billion in direct federal 
subsidies even as tens of millions of 
their customers struggle to pay hous-
ing costs, car loans and utility bills. 

A year ago I came across the grave 
of that badge-and-a-beer sheriff while 
visiting a bluff-top cemetery that over-
looked the dairy farm of my youth. I 
smiled at the thought of his “Vote 
right?” question. 

Everyone always said they did and 
he always poured even when he knew 
they didn’t because, he once said, they 
might someday. 

I miss that kind of honest dishon-
esty and the characters and compe-
tence it usually fostered. 

  

FOOD 
& 
FARM 
FILE 

 

Alan 
Guebert 

What people 

wouldn’t “cotton 

to,” however, 

was the 

beneficiary 

bragging about 

it. That was a 

career-killing 

indiscretion.

Now would be a good time for some honest dishonesty

T
  he focus in corn remains on harvest 
progress, yield reports, and exports. 
Harvest is progressing at a steady 

clip of 25 percent complete compared to the 
average of 24 percent. Meanwhile, yields vary.  
Areas in Iowa and Nebraska that were im-
pacted by dry conditions and the derecho 
storm that swept through earlier this summer 
are reporting lower than expected yields. This 
is reflected by Iowa’s harvest pace running 15 
percent above its average.  

Looking at exports, inspections last week 
were 34 million bushels and below the aver-
age of 46.3 million bushels that must be 
shipped on a weekly basis to reach USDA’s 
projection of 2.325 billion bushels.  Once the 
door on harvest begins to close, traders will 
focus on planting and conditions in South 
America. With tightening U.S. stocks, any 
threatening conditions in Brazil or Argentina 
will be seized upon by the bulls. 

Soybeans remain underpinned from China’s 
active purchases of U.S. soybeans in addition 
to dryness in northern and central Brazil, cre-
ating planting delays. Last week, export in-
spections were a marketing year high of 61.2 
million bushels with China taking 32.3 million 
bushels. However, their interest will likely 
turn to South America in November. That is 
the time when U.S. exports generally peak. In 
other developments, harvest is running at a 
fast pace of 38 percent complete compared to 
the average of 28 percent.  

Like corn, yields in areas of Iowa and Ne-
braska impacted by dry conditions and the 
derecho storm are disappointing. While the 
fundamentals in soybeans look solid, the fund 
long position is worrisome. They are currently 
long 905 million bushels, their largest position 
since June 2016. This implies that any loss of 
interest from China, or another adverse devel-
opment, could quickly derail the market’s ad-
vance.      

Wheat is being propped up from dryness in 
eastern Europe, Russia, and the central Plains. 
News has circulated recently that Russia will 
impose export quotas, possibly next month. 
Meanwhile, winter wheat planting is progress-
ing smoothly and is 52 percent complete com-
pared to the average of 47 percent.  

While Egypt is passing on U.S. wheat, ex-
ports this season are running 10 percent 
above a year ago. Inspections last week were 
23.6 million bushels and above the average of 
17.9 million bushels that must be shipped 
each week to reach USDA’s target of 975 mil-
lion bushels.     

DEWEY STRICKLER is president of Ag Watch Market Advi-

sors, LLC. Email Strickler at agwatchdls@comcast.net or 

go online at www.agwatch.biz.

 ALAN GUEBERT publishes a weekly column Farm and Food File through 
the U.S. and Canada. Past columns, events and contact information are 
posted at farmandfoodfile.com. Contact Alan Guebert by email at ag-
comm@farmandfoodfile.com.
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 JENNIFER ELWELL is executive director of the Ken-

tucky Agriculture and Environment in the Classroom.

people as possible by broadening their 

program areas, but we know that the 

number one way to provide agriculture 

literacy is in the standard K-12 class-

room.  

Kentucky’s farm organizations have 

made leaps and bounds in this effort the 

past 30 years. The Kentucky Agriculture 

and Environment in the Classroom, a 

coalition of state organizations, agen-

cies, and businesses, was formed in 

1992 to address K-12 education.  

We continue to add programs to meet 

the different needs of the education 

community, but we also know that it is 

working with local Cooperative Exten-

sion, Farm Bureaus, Conservation Dis-

tricts, and FFA chapters that get our 

programs and resources in front of 

teachers and students. There are many 

strong ties between the agriculture and 

education communities, and we cannot 

lose sight of that.  

I was recently humbled to learn that 

so many of our county 4-H agents were 

excited about the new Kentucky Farms 

Feed Me Virtual Field Trip Series and 

digital lessons. Nearly 100 agents joined 

a virtual workshop in August to learn 

more about using this program in the 

classrooms they visit.  

KyAEC, with support from the Ken-

tucky Pork Producers, also made ag lit-

eracy grants available to Kentucky’s 

FFA chapters this fall to help them teach 

agriculture to others in their community. 

I am really excited about the programs 

they are implementing, such as elemen-

tary school visits, after school agricul-

ture clubs, and family agriculture nights.  

These are just a couple examples of 

the ways we all work together to teach 

agriculture to a new generation. We 

have many lessons, resources, and pro-

grams to assist everyone in their efforts.  

If you have been involved in any agri-

culture literacy program, I want to say 

thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

If you are looking for ways to help grow 

agriculture literacy in your community, 

please don’t hesitate to contact me. You 

can find my contact information and all 

our educational goodies at 

teachkyag.org.   

FROM PAGE 4

It takes a village to teach Kentucky ag
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Fundraiser highlights Loy family contribution to cattle industry
RUSSELL SPRINGS, Ky. – The Loy 

family at Russell County Stockyards has 
been instrumental in the success of a 
local feeder calf program, and recently a 
unique fundraiser was held in their 
honor. 

Autic Loy, a co-owner at Russell 
County Stockyards, died July 25 at the 
age of 84. He sold his last calf at the auc-
tion three days earlier, and Adair County 
cattle producer David Burris purchased 
the calf. 

On Thursday, Oct. 1, Burris donated 
that calf and it was sold at auction at the 
stockyards, raising $11,500 to be split 
between J.O.Y. Ministries in Columbia 
and God’s Food Pantry in Russell 
County. Several businesses, individuals 
and organizations joined together to do-
nate toward the event. 

“I wanted to show our appreciation to 
the Loy family for supporting our cattle-
men’s program,” Burris said. “I think 
we’ve got a great program going and 
they have been very supportive, helping 
promote the program.” 

Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner 
Ryan Quarles attended the auction and 
also commended the Loys for their con-
tribution to the state’s livestock industry. 
Quarles has led a hunger initiative 
through the Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture aimed at making sure no 
Kentuckian goes hungry. 

Adair County Extension Agent Nick 
Roy also took part in the event and rec-
ognized Mike Loy, stockyard manager 
and cattle solicitor, who has also sup-
ported the program. Roy said that 11,000 
head of cattle have been sold through 
the feeder calf program since it began. 

The program requires that calves be 
weaned, vaccinated and follow other 
guidelines. Owners sell the cattle on 
their own but are encouraged to market 
together. Calves can bring a premium of 
$5 to $10 per hundred, Roy said. 

Burris, a board member with the cat-
tlemen’s association, said he hoped the 
event would encourage other producers 
to participate in the program. 

“I’d like to see more people do this, 

wean their calves, vaccinate their calves 
– get them ready for the feedlots. And I 
wanted it to go to a good cause,” Burris 

said. 
By Sharon Burton 

snburton@farmlandpup.com

A fundraiser was held at the Russell County Stockyards recently and $11,500 was raised 
for local food pantries in memory of Autic Loy.

Photo by Sharon Burton
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Stir together chili powder, paprika, garlic pow-
der, red pepper flakes and cumin in small bowl. 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Sprinkle chili mix-
ture evenly on both sides of each pork chop, rub-
bing mixture into pork. Heat 1 tablespoon oil in 
cast iron or oven-safe skillet over medium-high 
heat. Place pork chops in hot oil to brown, turn-
ing once after 3 to 5 minutes. Add remaining ta-
blespoon of oil if needed. Remove skillet from 
burner and place skillet in preheated oven. Bake 
pork chops 15 to 20 minutes or until internal tem-
perature on a meat thermometer reads 145 de-
grees F. Remove chops to serving platter. Let 
stand 3 to 5 minutes before slicing.  

Add water to orange juice to measure 3/4 cup. 
Return skillet to range top. Stir flour into pan 

drippings, scrapping any brown bits from bottom 
of skillet. Gradually stir in combined orange juice 
and water, cooking over low heat mixtures thick-
ens. Remove from heat and serve with pork 
chops.  

Serve with stone-ground 
grits, simmered greens or 
fried corn.  

Serves 6  
NOTE: If pork 

chops release any 
juices during 3 to 5 
minutes standing time, 
you can stir the pork juices 
into sauce before serving.

October is National Pork Month

Wrap bacon around the edges of the pork and 
secure with a wooden toothpick.  

Mix together barbecue sauce and beer.  

Prepare a grill to medium-high heat (about 450 
degrees F.).   Grill chops over direct heat until the 
internal temperature reaches between 145 de-
grees F. (medium rare) and 160 degrees F. 
(medium), on a meat thermometer, 4 to 5 min-
utes per side. Brush sauce on the chops the last 5 
minutes of cooking time. 

Remove chops from the grill and let rest for 3 
minutes. Serves 4.

  Forgiveness is the beginning, the foun-
dation of our relationship with God. And it 
is something some of us may need more 
often than others. The call of God’s Word is 
first and foremost the call for us to ask for 
forgiveness and repent of our sins. When 
we repent and confess our sins, the Gospel 
promises us that He will cleanse us and for-
give us. John wrote that “If we freely admit 
and confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
- true to His own nature, faithfulness and 
promises - and will forgive us of our sins 
and continuously cleanse us of all of our 
unrighteousness - everything that separates 
us from Him.” 

  If, in our daily lives, we are not experi-
encing His benefits or blessings, it is be-
cause there is some sin in our life that has 
come between us and the Lord. And if we 
want His blessings to return to our lives, we 
must go to Him in prayer and ask for His 
forgiveness. Forgiveness is not a once-in-a-
lifetime event. It is something we must do 
repeatedly as we do a daily inventory of our 
lives. 

God’s grace

Visit us at SowerMinistries.org

Preheat oven to 425. Spray baking sheet with 
non-stick cooking spray. 

Combine mayonnaise with cheese in medium 
bowl. Arrange pork chops on baking sheet. 
Evenly top each chop with mayonnaise mixture; 
then sprinkle with bread crumbs. 

Bake for 15-20 minutes, or until the internal 
temperature reaches 145 degrees Fahrenheit, fol-
lowed by a 3-minute rest time. Serves 4.

4 New York (Top Loin) Pork Chops 
1/2 Cup Mayonnaise 
1/4 Cup Parmesan Cheese, Grated 
4 Teaspoons Italian-Seasoned Bread Crumbs

In a small bowl, combine olive oil, lemon 
juice, rosemary, garlic, sage, salt, and pepper. 
Transfer to a large resealable bag and add pork. 
Set aside for 30 minutes, turning occasionally.  

Prepare a grill to medium-high heat and lightly 
oil the grate. Remove pork from marinade; dis-
card marinade. Grill pork until internal tempera-

ture reaches 145 degrees F, about 4 minutes per 
side. Remove chops from grill and let rest 3 min-
utes. Serves 4.

Rosemary Lemon Pork Chops
4 Porterhouse (Bone-In Loin) Pork 
Chops, Or Ribeye, Or New York 
Pork Chops, About 3/4-Inch Thick 
1/8 Cup Olive Oil 
Juice From 1/2 Lemon 
1 Teaspoon Rosemary, Dried 
2 Teaspoons Garlic, Minced 
1 Teaspoon Sage, Dried 
1 Teaspoon Salt 
1/2 Teaspoon Pepper

Generously season the chops with salt and 
pepper on both sides. Set aside.  

In a large skillet over medium-high heat, melt 
2 tablespoons of butter. Immediately add the pork 
chops and cook until brown, about 3 minutes per 
side. Transfer to a plate and set aside.  

Return the skillet to medium-high heat and 
melt 1 tablespoon of butter. Immediately add the 
apples and onion and cook, stirring occasionally, 
until the onion is translucent, about 5 minutes. 

Stir in the brown sugar, cinnamon and cayenne. 
Stir in the apple cider and cream. Add the pork 
chops, nestling them into the liquid, and cook 
until the internal temperature of the pork reaches 
between 145 degrees F. (medium rare) and 160 
degrees F. (medium), 3 to 4 minutes per side.  

Serve the chops with the apple mixture 
spooned on top. Serves 4. 

Apple Cinnamon Pork Chops
4 Bone-In Ribeye (Rib) Pork Chops, About 3/4-
Inch Thick 
Salt And Pepper 
3 Tablespoons Butter, Divided 
2 Apples, Peeled, Cored And Thinly Sliced 
1 Large White Onion, Halved And Thinly 
Sliced 
2 Tablespoons Brown Sugar, Packed 
2 Teaspoons Cinnamon 
Pinch Cayenne 
2/3 Cup Apple Cider 
1/3 Cup Heavy Cream

Parmesan-Crusted Pork Chops

We rarely stop and count the many bene-
fits that we have because of God’s grace. 
Perhaps David clearly and carefully listed 
five of them, beginning with what we can 
say is the entrance to the benefits He has in 
store for us: His forgiveness. 

  The word forgiveness here means to 
“deviate” or to “stray” from the expecta-
tions, laws or commandments He estab-
lished from the beginning of time. When we 
do so, we become guilty of sin and need His 
forgiveness for us to have a relationship 
with Him and enjoy His blessings. 

4 New York (Top Loin) Pork Chops, 1-Inch 
Thick (6-Ounce Each) 
4 Slices Bacon, Preferably Maple-Flavored 
4 Tablespoons Barbecue Sauce 
1/2 Cup Lager Beer, Or Non-Alcoholic Beer

Bacon BBQ Pork Chop

6 Boneless Pork Loin Chops, (4 Oz.) 
about 1/2-Inch Thick 
2 Tablespoons Chili Powder 
1/2 Teaspoon Smoked Paprika 
1/2 Teaspoon Garlic Powder 
1/4 Teaspoon Red Pepper Flakes 
1/4 Teaspoon Ground Cumin 
1 To 2 Tablespoons Canola Oil 
1/3 Cup Orange Juice 
Water 
2 Tablespoons Flour

Sizzling Chili Pork Chops
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Livestock Marketing Group

®

www.kysoy.org

The articles and information in Pride in Agriculture Edu-

cation page are provided by the Kentucky Agriculture and 

Environment in the Classroom. KyAEC and its members 

partner to bring agriculture learning to Kentucky schools 

and youth organizations through educational programs, 

workshops, and curriculum development.  

Learn more by visiting teachkyag.org or 

kyfoodandfarm.com

Editor’s Note: This is the second article in 

our series on what influences food choices.  
In September we addressed sustainabil-

ity. This month we are going to tackle ani-
mal welfare issues, specifically 
confinement.  

Cage-free and free-range are marketing 
terms some consider when making pur-
chases of meat, dairy and eggs. In fact, sev-
eral companies make these production 
methods primary selling points as some be-
lieve animals should not be confined to 
cages or buildings.  

Images of chickens in cages, sows in far-
rowing stalls, or dairy cattle with their 
heads in feeding bunks are also used in ad-
vertisements encouraging consumers to 
say NO to “factory farms” and instead sup-
port local, small farms that allow their ani-
mals to roam. Those of us in agriculture 
know, despite the messaging, that such 
practices may not be selected as a matter of 
size or location but what works best for 
each individual operation with the animals’ 
welfare in mind.   

Best Food Facts, a program of The Cen-
ter for Food Integrity, asked Dr. Amy 
Schmidt, assistant professor and livestock 
bioenvironmental engineer at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska, to explain that large-scale 
and small-scale systems each have their 
own distinct advantages and disadvantages 
and no single system is perfect. 

“We really need to get away from the idea 
of pitting ‘factory farmers’ against ‘family 
farmers’ because a family that builds a prof-
itable farming business to support multiple 
generations is eventually going to be la-
beled a ‘factory farm’ just because of their 
size,” said Schmidt. “Every aspect of our 
economy grows based on scales of produc-
tion. We don’t all have a desire to raise our 
own food. But, thankfully, there are people 
who enjoy this and because they are able to 
scale their operation up to produce more 
food in a way that is profitable, we all bene-
fit from that. And according to the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau, 97 percent of farms are 
family owned! 

“Regardless of the size of the operation, 
confining animals inside a facility or in a 
feedlot situation has the advantage of allow-
ing the animals’ caretaker(s) to closely 
monitor animal health and well-being. 

There is a misconception that animals 
housed in buildings have no human interac-
tion and that feed is delivered by ‘pushing a 
button.’ While it is true that feed is deliv-
ered automatically via mechanical con-
veyance, it is untrue that animal caretakers 
rarely enter the facilities to monitor the 
health and well-being of their animals. Ani-
mals are monitored by caretakers multiple 
times per day, ill or at-risk animals are 
moved to ‘hospital’ pens for up-close moni-
toring and treatment, and aggressive ani-
mals are separated to prevent injury to 
other animals and the human caregivers. 
These are all benefits of livestock housing 
systems or feedlots for cattle.  

While free-range or pastured livestock 
production is certainly an acceptable prac-
tice, it does have some disadvantages. One 
distinct disadvantage of pasture livestock is 
that animals may be poorly protected from 
heat, cold, and other inclement weather. 
Swine, poultry, and dairy animals raised in-
side structures enjoy a regulated environ-
ment free from bitter cold, extreme heat, 
sunburn, predatory animals, and other haz-
ards – as well as some soil-borne diseases. 

“Some may argue that disease is more 
prevalent in confined animal systems than 
‘free-range’ or ‘pastured’ systems. A con-
cern with pastured pigs, in particular, is the 
potential for exposure to parasites and mi-
croorganisms that confined pigs are pro-
tected from. For instance, the incidence of 
trichinosis in pigs has seen a significant de-
cline in the past few decades as swine pro-
duction has moved indoors. However, with 
the increased popularity of pastured swine 
production in recent years, sporadic cases 
of trichinosis have been reported due to 
these animals being exposed to wild reser-
voir hosts.  

“Is this a reason to stop producing pigs 
on pastures? Not necessarily, since proper 
preparation of pork during cooking is key 
to preventing human illness from this para-
site. But it is clear that each system has its 
distinct advantages and disadvantages, and 
no single system is perfect.” 

Dr. Schmidt was further asked if housing 
animals resulted in animal abuse? 

“Abuse is a terrible thing; whether it’s 
abuse of a helpless animal or a helpless per-
son, it’s simply unacceptable. Just as the 

The ins and outs of animal confinement

vast majority of people don’t abuse their 
children or spouses, the majority of live-
stock producers don’t abuse their animals. 
We need to realize that there are people in 
all facets of society that don’t fit the social 
norm; people who do things that main-
stream society finds completely unaccept-
able. I feel like it is very inappropriate to 
suggest that confining animals leads to ani-
mal abuse. Just as providing proper care 
and nutrition to plants helps them grow and 
produce to their greatest potential, proper 
care and nutrition of animals produces the 
most profitable and highest quality product.  

“Therefore, it is in the best interest of all 
agricultural producers – livestock or crop, 
confinement or pasture-based – to provide 
the highest quality care possible to maxi-
mize the productivity and profitability of 
their operation. Livestock producers 
quickly disapprove of acts of abuse by other 

livestock producers; it is a matter of right 
and wrong, and the acts of a select few are 
not relevant to an entire industry.” 

Dr. Schmidt continued to answer ques-
tions about confined animal feeding opera-
tions and environmental impacts. You can 
read the entire article at 
kyfoodandfarm.com under the “EngAGe 
Kentucky” heading.  

An additional point to mention is regard-
ing the care of beef cattle in the winter. 
Many Kentucky farmers are using a com-
post bedded pack barn throughout the win-
ter months, rather than keeping their cattle 
out in the wet winter weather. According to 
an article that appeared in the Kentucky 
Farm Bureau Magazine, this practice has 
led to dryer feeding conditions, less 
water/waste run-off, easier working condi-
tions, and happier cows. The article can 
also be found at kyfoodandfarm.com. 

AAuuttoommaattiicc  ppoouullttrryy  ffeeeeddeerrss
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It may have taken 
years to come to 
fruition, but Robert-
son County teacher 
Frank Gifford says 
the FFA farm, lo-
cated right behind 
the school, has been 
game changing for 
his students.  

“We’re extremely 
fortunate to have it right here on the 
main campus,” Gifford said.  

As the ag education teacher and FFA 
advisor for the last 13 years at Robert-
son County schools, he said his dream 
of having the school farm began as soon 
as he was hired.   

“I grew up in Robertson County; we’ve 
got a family farm here,” said Gifford, 
who is a sixth-generation cattle pro-
ducer. “I knew initially, going into high 
school and college, that I wanted to 
farm.”  

And he knew he wanted students to be 
able to get the farming experience, too.  

“One of my goals from the beginning 
was to create an environment for kids to 
learn that is hands on. It’s just one of the 
most beneficial and effective ways to 
learn.”  

Not long after he was hired, he began 
talking to area ag groups.  

“The Farm Bureau, Phase 1 Board (to-
bacco settlement) and the Extension 
Council to share with them my thoughts 
and visions of the future,” all of which 
have given their support to create the 
farm. “It’s taken a lot of legwork and 
talking to stakeholders, but we continue 
to improve on it. We have a lot of goals.”  

In 2011, they built a livestock barn on 

school grounds, funded by tobacco set-
tlement money.  

They began to raise poultry, goats, 
sheep and pigs, along with beehives 
they harvested and a greenhouse used 
for horticulture studies.  

About five years ago, Gifford said they 
completed a fencing project.  

“We didn’t have any; we couldn’t keep 
the cattle in … That was a real commu-
nity-driven project.” Hinton Mills and 
Central Farm Supply joined forces with 
Bakaert, an Arkansas-based fencing 
company, which donated 2,600 feet of 
fencing.   

That allowed FFA to begin raising cat-
tle, which Robertson County is predomi-
nantly known for.  

“We had to come up with a consider-
able amount of money to do this, but not 
the amount if would have been if we did-
n’t have help.”  

Gifford said an addition they did last 
summer “was not something on my 
radar at that point. I knew we wanted to 
go down that road (of expansion), then 
we had an individual in the county who’s 
a beef producer, through a foundation 
he administers, out of the blue make a 
donation that allowed us to do that addi-
tion.”  

That donation was made by Walt 
Lunsford, the executor of the Hatton 
Foundation, Gifford said, and totaled 
$32,500.  

And now, due to the added fencing, 
there are three different pastures they 
rotate animals in, situated in the ag com-
plex about 300 yards behind the main 
school building. 

 “So, most of the time, we just walk 
over there, or jump on a short bus and 

A GAME CHANGER

Robertson County ag students get hands-on experience of farm life

ride over there if the weather is bad.”  
The school has a small herd of cattle, 

including feeder calves they sell, and a 
few bottle calves.  

“We typically sell five or six feeder 
calves every year,” he said. There’s also 
a small flock of sheep. 

“Ten yews we breed, and most of the 
lambs are used by students in the lamb 
show over the summer,” he said. 

There’s also a flock of laying hens, and 

all the eggs go to the school cafeteria. 
There are 8-10 beehives, which the stu-
dents harvest, and a big greenhouse 
where they hold a lot of plant sales.  

The school cafeteria also uses the 
honey harvested and produce grown by 
students, as well as USDA processed 
sausage from pigs they raised. Students 
were assisted by a local farmer to learn 

SEE FFA, PAGE 11 

Aerial view of Robertson County FFA farm near the high school.

Frank Gifford

Robertson County FFA students display their lettuce before cutting it to take to the school 
cafeteria.  
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how to cure country hams, too, which they gave to 
supporters of the farm as gifts.   

“There are some other schools in the state fortunate 
enough to have a school farm as well …” Gifford says, 
but many aren’t located on the school’s land.  

They are currently working on plans to expand the 
types and amounts of livestock and to set up gates. 

 Gifford said having an FFA school farm has changed 
everything. Some students who want to take on a live-
stock project simply don’t have the facilities available 
and are now able to use the school barn over the sum-
mer. About three or four students will keep projects at 
the barn – animals they personally take care of and will 
eventually show at competitions.  

“Even though we’re a really ag-driven area, there’s 
getting to be less and less family farms around all of 
the time. So, maybe this will make a difference.”  

Andrew Unthank, who graduated in May, was in FFA 
for all four years of high school.  

“Our class – we did a lot of construction on it. We 
built the chicken coop and the chicken run,” he said. 
They also helped work on the addition to the barn.  

“Even though we’re a rural community and many of 
our students live on a farm or have been around them, 
there’s still a great number of students that haven’t had 
that exposure,” Unthank said.  

Unthank said a lot was going on at the same time.  
“Some would be on the chicken coop while others 

were feeding, so there was a division of labor.”  
Unthank describes the whole process as “some great 

teamwork – everyone had their job, and those jobs had 
to be done.”  

He said it definitely gave them a “leg up” due to the 
huge advantage of learning hands on.  

“There’s only so much you can learn from a text-
book. You have to get your hands dirty and learn from 
experience. That sometimes means messing up, which 
we did several times. But you learn more quickly when 
there’s consequences.”  

Unthank was raised on a farm, so he felt pretty well-
prepared.  

“But there were many students who were completely 
in shock … it’s a lot of physical work.”  

He believes the “mental aspect” of farming is some-
thing a lot of people leave out of the equation.  

“Ag isn’t just farming, it’s a science. You can learn 
from a textbook about the minerals and vitamins a 
sheep needs to grow. But when you know there’s an 

actual sheep whose life depends on you doing your job 
correctly, it adds more to it.”  

Unthank is now at Morehead University studying 
clinical psychology.  

“...Which is completely different from al the classes 
and certifications I have, but the values and work ethic 
develops through FFA and our farm. It helped me to 
excel in other aspects.”  

If nothing else, he said students should get involved 
with FFA just to get an appreciation of farming.   

“There’s some sort of stereotype of a farmer, that 
they’re not the most intelligent. That he put seeds in 

FFA students get hands-on experience on the school farm

An FFA student demonstrates goat handling during a 
showmanship clinic held for the youth of Robertson 
County. 

SEE WORKING, PAGE 19 

 FROM PAGE 10  
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Hopkinsville, KY 42240
1010 Skyline Dr.

Company

LEXINGTON – The most stressful pe-

riod in a calf’s life is probably at wean-

ing. Until that time, a calf relies on its 

mother for just about all its needs – nu-

trition, protection, comfort. Although 

producers can’t completely eliminate 

stress during weaning, helping cattle 

deal with it can go a long way. 

“It’s important that we think about 

weaning as a period of time, rather than 

a single day,” said Katie VanValin, exten-

sion beef specialist for the University of 

Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food 

and Environment. 

Some producers separate the calves 

from the cows, load them up, head to 

the sale barn and call those calves 

weaned. 

“Those calves arrive at the sale barn 

bawling and then get put into groups 

with calves from other farms,” VanValin 

said. “They eventually make their way 

through the auction process and go to a 

feedlot out West in a process that takes a 

few days.” 

On that trip to the feedlot, calves may 

be exposed to pathogens that can cause 

illness. They must learn to eat and drink 

from unfamiliar waterers and feed 

bunks. Most of the time, they are eating 

an unfamiliar diet. 

“All of these things are stressful to 

calves on their own but combine them 

all together and you have some seri-

ously stressed out cattle,” she said. 

“Abrupt weaning can actually increase 

the risk for developing a respiratory dis-

ease.” 

Another way to approach weaning is to 

start the process on the farm. It won’t be 

completely stress free, but it can offer 

less risk for disease in the long run. 

Fenceline weaning is when cows and 

calves are in separate areas, but have 

the ability see and hear each other and 

have nose-to-nose contact. 

“Fenceline weaning can get cattle 

through the initial stress of being away 

from each other,” VanValin said. “It also 

limits the comingling and transportation 

stress and limits their exposure 

pathogens during this stressful time.” 

During weaning time on the farm, pro-

ducers need to focus on nutrition. They 

should encourage cattle to eat and offer 

a high-quality grass or legume-grass 

mixture hay for calves in dry lots. Grain 

supplements can increase the nutrient 

density of every mouthful of feed during 

this time. 

Managing calf stress helps improve weaning outcomes

On-farm weaning can lead to healthier calves, who have lower stress levels come sale 
time. 

Photo by Aimee Nielson

“If you feed supplements each day, by 

hand, you’ll be able to visually assess 

each calf and take note of which ones 

are not coming to the bunk,” VanValin 

said. 

Another advantage of on-farm weaning 

is the ability to take advantage of new 

marketing opportunities such as the 

CPH-45 program. CPH-45 is Kentucky’s 

Certified Pre-Conditioned for Health 

program that has a proven record of im-

proving the quality and value of Ken-

tucky beef cattle. VanValin stressed that 

preconditioning allows producers to sep-

arate the stress of weaning from the 

stress of the auction process. 

“I encourage you to assess your wean-

ing program,” she said. “Is it a one-day 

event or a period of time for your opera-

tion? Are you leaving money on the 

table by rushing calves to market?” 

Although the process may seem 

daunting, decreasing stress during the 

weaning period may make for a better 

calf come sale day. 

 

By Aimee Nielson 

University of Kentucky
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DULUTH, Ga. – AGCO Corporation is expected to ac-

quire certain assets of Boyd Company of Louisville and 

operate a dealership from the Columbia and Mayfield lo-

cations. 

Upon completion of the agreement, AGCO will form 

AgRevolution, an agricultural equipment dealership that 

will have locations in Columbia and Mayfield. The new 

company is expected to begin operating as a subsidiary of 

the equipment manufacturer on Jan. 1. 

AgRevolution will temporarily share space with Boyd’s 

construction equipment locations in Hopkinsville and 

Evansville, Ind.  

“The Boyd Company has been honored to serve our ag 

customers, and we’re very excited that AgRevolution will 

be providing them uninterrupted customer support 

throughout this transition,” said Monty Boyd, president 

and CEO, Boyd Company. “Our top priority during this 

decision was always ensuring that our customers are well 

taken care of, and AGCO and AgRevolution will do just 

that.”AGCO supports a strong independent dealership 

network across North America.  

The launch of AgRevolution is a unique situation and 

the result of Boyd’s decision to focus on its core heavy 

construction equipment business. Though it will be a 

wholly owned subsidiary of AGCO, AgRevolution will op-

erate in a manner similar to that of AGCO’s independent 

dealerships. 

“We’re tremendously excited about what AgRevolution 

will equip AGCO to do for our customers throughout that 

area and our greater network of dealerships,” says Robert 

Crain, senior vice president and general manager, AGCO 

North America. “AGCO is building the most vibrant deal-

ership network in North America. AgRevolution will be 

part of innovative sales and service initiatives and will 

help equip our larger dealership network with new capa-

bilities that will make them more successful. This is a 

win-win-win for farmers in Kentucky and Indiana, for 

AGCO, and for our dealers across North America.” 

AgRevolution will be led by Stacy Anthony, a successful 

veteran of the farm machinery industry. In his 30-year ca-

reer, Anthony has served in leadership positions of deal-

erships across the United States. Anthony brings with 

him experience as a business development expert with 

responsibilities that include the integration and building 

of equipment dealerships. 

AGCO manufactures a number of brands that are core 

components of Boyd’s current agricultural offering, in-

cluding Challenger, Fendt, Gleaner, Massey Ferguson, 

AGCO plans dealerships in Columbia, Mayfield
Sunflower and White Planters, along with Precision 

Planting and RoGator and TerraGator application 

equipment.  

The establishment of AgRevolution will ensure con-

tinued availability of a comprehensive line of new and 

used agricultural equipment along with uninterrupted 

product support for customers in the region. 

Effective Nov. 1, 2020 the toll 

free line 1-800-489-9454 will no 

longer be in service for  

The Farmer’s Pride. 

Please call  

270-384-9454
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FRANKFORT – Robert “Mac” Stone, 

of Georgetown, and David A. Rink, of 

Finchville, have been appointed to the 

Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corpora-

tion. 

Stone represents horticulture farmers 

across the commonwealth.  

“Mr. Stone brings a wealth of knowl-

edge and experience to the KAFC,” said 

Gov. Beshear, who appoints the board 

members. “I believe he will build on the 

successes of the board to support our 

rural economy for Kentucky farmers.” 

Stone and his wife, Ann, and her family 

own and operate Elmwood Stock Farm, 

a certified organic farming operation in 

Georgetown, which produces products 

ranging from vegetables and small fruits 

to grass-fed beef and lamb and pastured 

poultry and pork.  

Stone has held numerous agricultural 

and community positions over the years. 

He is a graduate of University of Ken-

tucky with a B.S. in agronomy and M.S. 

in animal science.  

Rink, represents livestock farmers 

across the commonwealth. 

“In supporting the mission of the 

KAFC, Mr. Rink’s background in corpo-

rate lending will be invaluable to the 

board,” said Beshear.  

Originally from eastern North Car-

olina, Rink and his wife, Laura, have a 

small Angus cow-calf operation and hay-

cutting business in Shelby County. Rink 

currently serves a vice president of cor-

porate banking with Old National Bank. 

He is a graduate of Lehigh University 

with a major in economics and interna-

tional relations. He has previously held 

positions in institutional investment man-

agement and commercial construction 

and development. Among other profes-

sional accomplishments, Rink was 

named in the 2019 Business First’s “20 

People to Know in Banking.” 

He and his wife have two children, 

Sarah, 16, and Vincent, 13. 

Both appointments are effective 

through June 26, 2024. 

Stone, Rink appointed to  
Agricultural Finance Board
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Last Day to 
Sign Up is
Nov. 15th

Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

   Pasture, rangeland, and forages cover approximately 55 percent of all U.S. land. Forage 

grows differently in different areas, so it's important for farmers and ranchers to know which 

types and techniques work best for their region. Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage utilizes 

an indexing system to determine conditions. The Rainfall Index is based on weather data 

collected and maintained by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Climate 

Prediction Center. The index reflects how much precipitation is received relative to the long 

term average for a specified area and timeframe. All or a portion of your acreage of the 

crop can be insured. 

   The Risk Management Agency's Pasture, Rangeland, Forage Pilot Insurance Program is 

designed to provide insurance coverage on your pasture, rangeland or forage acres. This 

innovative pilot program is based on precipitation, Rainfall Index. This program is designed 

to give you the ability to buy insurance protection for losses of forage produced for grazing 

or harvested for hay, which result in increased costs for feed, destocking, depopulating or 

other actions.  

   Apiculture Pilot Insurance Program (API) works similar to the PRF policy and is now avail-

able to provide a safety net for beekeepers' income sources – honey, pollen collection, wax 

and breeding stock.

shelb

PASTURE, RANGELAND  
AND FORAGE INSURANCE

Call 1-800-353-6108

Shelby Insurance Agency, Inc.

Protect your income ... contact David Mathis today!

500 Main St. • Shelbyville, KY 40065 
shelbyinsuranceagency.com • sia@iglou.com 

Call Charlie for details! 

•  859-608-9745  • 

www.RedBarnandAssociates.com

PRINCETON, Ky. –  Due to the Covid-

19 pandemic, the Kentucky Grazing 

Conference will occur online. The an-

nual event, hosted by the Kentucky For-

age and Grassland Council and the 

University of Kentucky Cooperative Ex-

tension Service, will occur on the video-

conferencing platform Zoom during the 

evenings of Oct. 27-29. The conference 

begins each day at 5:50 p.m. CDT and 

lasts until 8 p.m. CDT. 

 The virtual grazing conference will 

focus on designing resilient forage-live-

stock grazing systems for the transition 

zone of the United States. Speakers will 

include producers, industry representa-

tives and specialists from the UK Col-

lege of Agriculture, Food and 

Environment and the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture’s Forage-Animal Produc-

tion Research Unit. 

This year’s keynote speaker is Johnny 

Rogers. Rogers is a North Carolina 

farmer, Amazing Grazing coordinator at 

North Carolina State University and 

president of the Red Angus Association. 

He will speak about selecting and man-

aging livestock for changing conditions 

at 6 p.m. Oct. 28. Attendees will have the 

opportunity each evening to ask ques-

tions to the presenters. 

Participants will also get to hear fellow 

forage and livestock producers compete 

for the title of Kentucky Forage 

Spokesperson on Oct. 28. Contestants 

will give a 15-minute presentation about 

their operation including their struggles 

and successes. The winner will advance 

to the 2021 national contest, where Ken-

tucky producers have been historically 

successful. 

Preregistration is required for the free 

event. To register, individuals should 

visit https://2020grazingconference.eve

ntbrite.com. Once registered, partici-

pants will receive an email with the 

Zoom meeting link and password. All 

presentations will be recorded for later 

viewing. 

Conference sponsors include the UK 

College of Agriculture, Food and Envi-

ronment, UK Grain and Forage Center 

of Excellence, Master Grazer program, 

Kentucky Forage and Grassland Coun-

cil, Kentucky Department of Agriculture 

and the Kentucky Beef Network. 

By Katie Pratt 

University of Kentucky 

Kentucky Grazing Conference goes virtual

RENEW YOUR PRIDE SUBSCRIPTION 
CALL 270-384-9454
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jmsvictordomino.com

270-465-6984 • 270-566-2694 • 270-566-2000

Danny Miller 

and

Trent Miller

BULLS FOR SALE

LIVESTOCK BREEDER DIRECTORY

Isaacs Angus

270-528-5486 • 270-528-1946
809 Glen Logsdon Rd. • Horse Cave, KY 42749

Tim & Ann Marie Isaacs

Quality Alfalfa Hay 

Registered Angus Cows For Sale 

Registered Angus Bulls –  Service Age

Matt Isaacs – 270-774-5486

Call Mindy at 270-384-9454 

 or email  

pride316@duo-county.com  

to get your ad in the directory.

5966 State Route 138 
Slaughters, KY 42456

Angus Bulls &  

Females For Sale

Johnson Farms

Keith: 270-635-0723 
Reese: 270-635-1137270-469-5517

St. Clair Farms 
Registered Angus

Eric & Sherry St. Clair 

Cell 270-617-1079

13433 Falls of Rough Rd. 

Falls of Rough, KY 40119 

stclairangus.com
Harrodsburg, KY 

covellcattle@gmail.com

Functional and stylish Registrered Angus and Simangus. 

Breeding and show cattle for sale.

Diana 301-606-0867 Ann 301-639-0554
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the ground and food comes out. 

But there’s planning, measure-

ments and chemicals needed, 

and other ‘seeds of life’ to grow 

and be an effective and success-

ful farmer.”  

And Unthank said with FFA, 

there are so many aspects to it 

that aren’t just about ag. 

 “There is impromptu speak-

ing at competitions – I won the 

state championship in that a 

few years ago. That’s an impor-

tant life skill, to be able to con-

vey your thoughts. It helps you 

excel at whatever your passion 

is.”  

Abri Roberts agrees. Also a 

new graduate from Robertson 

County, Roberts said she was 

painfully shy before she was old 

enough to join FFA.  

After Gifford pushed her to 

compete in speech, that 

changed everything for her 

confidence level.  

She noted the changes to the 

farm since she’s been in school.  

She was particularly excited 

about the concrete they were fi-

nally able to afford in the barn.  

“We had pigs, and they were 

such a mess. We got a grant for 

that, and for a lot of other 

things, too …”  

Athrough she grew up next to 

her grandfather’s farm, she did 

gain a greater sense of a work 

ethic after having to tend to one 

at school.  

“We’d have designated days 

throughout the week to go and 

feed the animals, feed the bottle 

calves. It just creates a better 

work ethic.”  

The FFA program is “some-

thing to be proud of, and some-

thing to be proud to be a part 

of,” she said. 

Roberts says Gifford “made it 

10 times better, with everything 

he got us involved in.”  

Unthank agrees.  

“He helps his students grow 

into better versions of them-

selves, and makes learning the 

content as fun as possible,” Un-

thank said. 

Sanford Holbrook, Robertson 

County school superintendent, 

is a former ag teacher. He said 

the ability for students in the ag 

program to learn hands on is 

imperative.  

“This gives kids the chance to 

come out of the classroom and 

learn practical life experiences 

…” including harvesting honey 

and working with animals, to 

selling honey and meat for 

fundraisers.   

The board of education has 

also been supportive, providing 

extra funding whenever it can, 

Holbrook said, but Gifford has 

been the driving force behind 

the program. 

Working at school farm gives students perspective of farm to table
FROM PAGE 11

USDA processed sausage from hogs that students raised at their ag 
barn.  More than 500 pounds was served in their school cafeteria for 
breakfast.

“His program is much loved 

by students and hits all the 

points it needs to, like horticul-

ture, livestock, mechanics;  he 

gets it all in,” Holbrook said. 

 

By Bobbie Curd 

Field Reporter 
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The Forage 
Doctor

By Jimmy Henning

Sericea lespedeza, often just called 

sericea, is a legume that does not get 

any respect. When established, it seems 

like an invasive, woody and completely 

useless plant that livestock refuse to eat.  

The stems are so woody that they will 

remain standing over winter after the 

leaves have fallen off. Plenty of sources 

bear out the unpalatability of sericea and 

the poor animal gains that result. How-

ever, I have recently had a change of 

heart. Please hear me out; I have not 

lost my mind. I would agree that a lot of 

sericea’s negative reputation is duly 

earned.  

Read to the end and I think you will 

agree that sericea might be a plant that 

deserves a little more respect.   

Let’s take a look at its reputation for 

being unpalatable. In mixed stands, cat-

tle will graze the grass first and avoid 

sericea. When the sericea gets above 15 

inches in height, cattle will hardly eat it 

at all. The unpalatability is due to the 

presence of chemicals known as con-

densed tannins, thought to give the for-

age a bitter taste. Most people’s 

experience is with common sericea, 

which is very high in tannins and very 

coarse stemmed. 

What follows are six reasons why 

sericea might deserve a little more re-

spect.  

Sericea is a perennial taprooted 

legume that grows well in the middle of 

the summer. That puts it in a pretty ex-

clusive club. 

Sericea tolerates and can persist on 

acidic, low fertility sites. Sericea is com-

monly grown on reclaimed mine sites 

where the soil is extremely acidic, infer-

tile and very droughty. It can be seen 

growing on gravelly road cuts and other 

similar areas across Kentucky. It is a 

very tough plant. 

There are improved varieties of 

sericea (like AU-Lotan, Serala and AU-

Grazer) that have been selected for 

lower tannin and finer stems which can 

support good cattle gains. In a compari-

son of 37 multi-year grazing studies in 

Alabama, pure stands of sericea les-

pedeza were three of the top 10 forages 

for lowest pasture cost per pound of 

gain. These studies were with Serala and 

AU-Lotan. 

The process of field curing of sericea 

greatly drops the tannin content. Cattle, 

which will avoid sericea pasture, will 

readily consume the same forage cured 

for hay. I actually learned this from a 

farmer in Jackson County who asked me 

Sericea lespedeza is a ‘don’t get no respect’ legume that can be woody and very un-
palatable. However, it is also called the ‘poor man’s alfalfa’ and can be a godsend to sheep 
and goat producers trying to manage internal parasites. 

Sericea – the no-respect legume

if I had heard that (cattle will readily eat 

sericea hay). I said I had not but would 

check it out. Turns out he was exactly 

right. See for yourself – 1989 Agronomy 

Journal 81:435-439. 

Sericea cures quickly and can make 

good hay. Sometimes called the poor 

man’s alfalfa, sericea hay is palatable to 

livestock because the tannin levels de-

cline significantly during field curing.  

If you raise sheep or goats, you may al-

ready know about the super power of 

sericea lespedeza. All forms of sericea, 

from hay, pelleted formulations, silage 

and pasture have a de-worming effect 

when fed to small ruminants.  

Managing internal parasites with small 

ruminants is difficult because they can 

graze very close to ground and they can 

develop resistance to the few de-worm-

ing products labeled for small rumi-

nants. The erect growth habit of sericea 

is also beneficial in managing internal 

parasites because fewer parasitic stom-

ach worm larvae will crawl up into the 

elevated grazing zone of sheep and 

goats. 

Sericea lespedeza is not about to 

knock clover or alfalfa off the gold 

medal podium when it comes to Ken-

tucky’s most valuable legume. But now 

you know why it may walk with more of 

a swagger. 

Happy foraging.
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Loretto Grain

Buying and Contracting Grain

Current bids are on our website 

at peterson-farms.com

Deborah Gillis  

270-699-0792 

Brent Hupman 

502-827-3344

 

Corn: Oct. $3.95 

Nov. $3.95 

Dec. $4.02 

Wheat: Oct. $5.93 

June/July 21 $5.94 

Basis 

.05 

.10 

.10 

(.20) 

(.10)

as of 10-9-2020
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FOR SALE: Registered 

polled Hereford bulls and Gel-

bvieh bulls. Call Clifford 

Farms at 859-234-6956. TFN 

FOR SALE: Registered 

Angus cows, calves and 

heifers for sale. Call Ridge 

View Angus at 606-787-

7307.    Kings Mountain, Ky. 

FOR SALE: White face Sim-

mental and SimAngus bulls, 

14 months old, BSE tested. 

Qualify for heifer acceptable 

high productivity w/the Ag 

Development program. Call 

502-604-1757 or 502-839-

6651. Anderson, Ky.     10/15 

FOR SALE: Small herd of 

registered Angus cattle. Call 

606-787-7307. Liberty, Ky. 

         12/3

CLASSIFIEDS

Beef

BUYING AND SELLING 

FARM EQUIPMENT: Call 

Mike Mason Equipment (on 

the Ky.-Tn. state line). Call 

615-384-5023 or 615-347-

5023.                    TFN 

FOR SALE: 800 Gehl chop-

per; Gehl 99 hi through 

blower. Call 502-955-6347. 

Shepherdsville, Ky.      10/15

Farm Equipment

Timber

MONEY GROWS ON 

TREES: Looking for walnut, 

white oak and red oak trees. 

Will also harvest other 

species. Certified logger, ref-

erences available. Will travel. 

Call Eli Miller Logging at 270-

524-2967 and leave a mes-

sage. Member of the Better 

Business Bureau     12/16/20
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For Sale

Seeds

Timber

Randy Smoot

270-789-9317

FOR SALE
HEIFERS • BULLS • HAY

Call

Dairy

FOR SALE: Registered Hol-

stein bull, 11 months old, A.I. 

sired by Biggie-GTPI-2400-

Gr. Dam, EX-90. Rop record 

33940M 1170 F-Life 

105800dl 35191F. Call 270-

772-0286. Adairville, Ky.

       10/15

CLASSIFIED 

ORDER FORM

NAME: _______________________ 

ADDRESS: ___________________ 

_____________________________ 

PHONE: _____________________

20 words or less  
(50¢ per word after 20 words)

$20 for 2 issues

Mail form to:  
The Farmer’s Pride  

P.O. Box 159 
 Columbia, KY 42728

Call 270-384-9454 

 to subscribe today! 

1 year for $25  •  2 years for $40

AUCTION • AUCTION • AUCTION
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CLASSIFIEDS

Farm Equipment

Serving Kentucky and Surrounding States Since 1951

Call 859-254-7022

Pipes, sprinklers,

guns, travelers,

center pivots & drip

Pumps, reels,

drag hose

systems

www.kentuckyirrigation.com

Made in the U.S.A.

COWHERD EQUIPMENT, INC.
1483 Old Summersville Rd. • Campbellsville • cowerdequipment.com

Office: 270-465-2679 � Fax: 270-465-8239 � Mobile: 270-469-0398

Silage Bags • Bunker Covers • Hay Covers 
Stretch Film • Net Wrap • Twine

Silage Baggers & Hay Wrappers for Sale or Rent
Parts & Services Offered!

Come See Us For All 
Your Mixer Wagon Parts, 

Services & Repairs!

Russell County Stockyards

Have livestock questions? 
Need information?

Farm Visits � Consultation on when to sell

Call Mike Loy at 

270-250-3554

32x72     You Build: $5,250 – We Build: $8,500

32x96       You Build: $6,950 – We Build: $10,995

Home Phone: 270-692-6730

Cell Phone: 270-699-1499

Joe Paul Mattingly
830 Sally Ray Pike
Raywick, KY 40060

*Includes everything except concrete around post.
*Includes everything except concrete around post and 
metal on the sides.

Services

32x72  You Build: $5,750 – We Build: $8,750 

32x96  You Build: $7,500 – We Build: $11,500

Farmers Serving Farmers

Services

Hillside Acres
Eubank, Ky.

Custom Silage Bagger Rental 

7 ft., 8 ft., & 9 ft. Bags 
Plastic Sheeting

25’x100’ 

up to 60’x200’ 

30” Flavor Seal  

       Bale Wrap 

48” Hybrid Netwrap 

51” Hybrid Netwrap 

67” Hybrid Netwrap 

48” Blue Magic     

       Netwrap 

Sisal and Plastic Twine

Call for prices 
606-423-4271 • 606-802-5748Model 

WLS 50 

Stoltzfus 5 ton 

All PTO 

107 cubic feet 

Mild steel 

Low rate fertilizer kit 

Light kit 

8 new units in stock - various models

Call 859-608-9745 

RedBarnandAssociates.com

Call Charlie  
today for details!

Stoltzfus Lime-lime Time

WE CAN FINANCE!  —> WE WANT YOUR TRADES! 

$18,000

Call 859-608-9745 

www.RedBarnandAssociates.com

Vertical Beater • 220 Heaped Bushels  

1,000 RPM – $400 A DAY!  
Must have 100 hp tractor

Call Charlie today for details!

RENT ME:  AArrtteexx  220000

Effective Nov. 1, 2020 

the toll free line  

1-800-489-9454 will 

no longer be in  

service for  

The Farmer’s Pride. 

Please call  
270-384-9454
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