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Livestock
shows

cancel amid
COVID-19

Summer is approaching and that signals
all 4-H and FFA members across the com-
monwealth to finalize their plans for their
county fair.

The county fair is the first stop for live-
stock presenters to showcase months of
hard work and preparation, but those plans
are already being affected by cancelations
due to COVID-19.

“When our county fair got cancelled, we
were all shocked. I guess I never thought
the virus would affect this much,” said
Paige Dupin, Breckinridge County FFA
member.

The decision to cancel or modify a
county fair is made on the local level.

“County fair boards across our state are
completely volunteer driven and they do it
so they can serve their community,” said
Chris Caudill, director of the shows and
fairs division with the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Agriculture. “The shows and fairs
division is willing to help accommodate
and financially support any county fair, if
guidelines and local officials allow the
event to happen.”

Current guidelines for social distancing
set by Gov. Andy Beshear restrict public
gatherings and have already impacted fair
dates set early in the summer months.

“Our youth are the most important —
they are the next generation and the future
— but we must keep our main goal during
this time to remain true, keeping people
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UDA webinar tells producers to be ready

The biggest take-away from a Zoom webinar hosted by the
USDA Agricultural Marketing Service on May 14 regarding
the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program is prepare now
before the application window opens.

Sonia Jiminez, a 30-year USDA employee who oversees
the Specialty Crops Programs, said CFAP will provide direct
support to farmers, ranchers, and producers who have expe-
rienced financial disruptions in the market supply chain, ei-
ther by lost demand or by short-term oversupply.
Operations of all sizes are eligible if other criteria are met.
These criteria will be announced when the application
process begins.

Bill Beam, Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs at
the USDA, spoke from his corn, soybean, and wheat farm
west of Philadelphia, PA. The first step in applying is to pre-
pare the following forms, which are available at www. farm-
ers.gov/CFAP: CCC-901, CCC-941, CCC-942, AD-1026,
AD-2047, and SF-3881.

It is crucial to call your local Farm Service Agency office
and make a phone appointment to begin the application.

FSA staff will help with the required forms. Farmers with

CORN PRODUCTS: Export partners
report business as usual. 16

FSA accounts may have some of the forms already on file.

Jiminez said producers of the following commodities are
eligible: crops, livestock, dairy, and specialty crops.

If a farmer has received assistance from the Small Busi-
ness Administration through the Payroll Protection Program
and/or the Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program, he or
she is also eligible for the CFAP, Beam said.

Neither Jiminez or Beam was not able to discuss in detail
what the eligibility criterion are nor state the date that the
application process starts.

Webinar attendees sent in questions that were answered
and posted on www.farmers.com/CFAP. The webinar was
recorded and is posted there as well.

Being prepared ahead of the application date by filling out
the applications is a sound strategy given that every pro-
gram of government assistance relating to the COVID-19
pandemic has run out of money before the needs of all eligi-
ble applicants have been met.

By Lynn Pruett
Field Reporter
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UK entomologist offers information about ‘murder hornet’

LEXINGTON - The first known ap-
pearances of the Asian giant hornet, also
known as the “murder hornet,” has
many Americans concerned. A Univer-
sity of Kentucky entomologist is offering
some information to educate Kentuck-
ians about the worrisome insect.

As its name would suggest, the hornet
is a native of Asia but was recently found
in Washington state and British Colum-
bia, Canada. Due to its size and the
power of its venom, it is the most dan-
gerous hornet in the world. Honeybees
are their most common prey but their
stings can be dangerous and even lethal
to humans who are allergic to other
types of bee and wasp stings.

“It is unlikely the insect is in Ken-
tucky,” said Jonathan Larson, UK ento-
mologist in the College of Agriculture,

Food and Environment. “So far, there
have been no findings in North America
outside of the Pacific Northwest, but we
do have some similar looking insects in
Kentucky that could cause people to
think they have seen one.”

Asian giant hornets are 1.5 to 2 inches
long. They have black and yellow-orange
stripes and a large orange or yellow
head with prominent eyes. They form
large colonies on the ground. Common
insects in Kentucky that are similar in
size to the hornet include the European
hornet, cicada killer and bald-faced hor-
net. However, Larson said these insects
have distinct features that can help Ken-
tuckians differentiate them from the
Asian giant hornet.

“The European hornet is more of a
red-orange color, and the cicada killer
will have a smaller head and different
shape than the Asian giant hornet,” he
said. “Bald-faced hornets are black and
white instead of yellow-orange.”

While it is unlikely the hornet is in
Kentucky, UK entomologists encourage
anyone who has a specimen that they

When times get tough, you need a lender
who understands your operation.

Contact one of our experienced ag foan officers today lo ask
about aur compelitive FIXED rafe and FSA guaranteed loans.
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Contact: Aaron Miller
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White and black calaration
opposed to yellow-orangs

Bore red-orange color
than Asian giant hoemned

Head smaller and different
shaps than Aslan giant homet

think might be the Asian giant hornet to
submit pictures through a direct mes-
sage on the Kentucky Bugs Facebook
page or email pictures to jonathan.lar-
son@uky.edu. Pictures should include
top and side views of the insect and a
size comparison to help the entomolo-

gists positively identify the insect.

Officials in the Pacific Northwest are
working to eradicate the Asian giant hor-
net from the area.

By Katie Pratt
University of Kentucky

MAMMOTH CAVE DAIRY AUCTION, INC.
I-65 & U.S. 68 Exit - Smiths Grove, Ky.

Dairy Sale Every Tuesday at Noon

Mike Hatcher
1-800-563-2131  270-384-6376 * 270-378-0512

MARKET REPORT: WEEK OF MAY 12, 2020
Mammoth Cave Dairy Auction, Inc.

Cattle: 537 Supply included 16% feeder cattle (98% dairy steers, 2% bulls);
55% slaughter cattle (90% cows, 10% bulls); 29% replacement dairy cattle
(10% fresh/milking cows, 2% bred heifers, 14% springer heifers, 21% open

heifers, 38% baby bull calves, 16% baby heifer calves).
Feeder cattle supply over 600# was 1%.

Dairy Steers: Large 3: 235-241# 90.00-114.00, 317-330# 99.00-106.00,
397# 98.50, 425# 82.00, 455-480# 89.00-97.00, 820# 81.00, 150# 130.00, 293#
78.00.

Fresh Milking Cows: (2-4 years old) Medium 1075.00, Common 725.00-
975.00.

Bred Heifers: Common 650.00-725.00.

Springer Heifers: Medium 850.00-1050.00, Common 675.00-825.00.
Open Heifers: Supreme 200-250# 230.00-240.00, Supreme 200# 280.00 Jer-
sey, Approved 150# 140.00, Approved 325# 260.00, Medium 250# 150.00.
Bull calves: 17 head 50.00-120.00, 16 head 150.00-260.00 beef cross, 6 head
60.0-120.00 crossbred, 6 head 40.00-60.00 Jersey.

Heifer calves: 14 head 50.00-100.00, 3 head 200.00-230.00 beef cross, 2
head 110.00 crossbred.

Slaughter Cows: Breaker 75-80 percent lean 1410-1705# 53.00-62.00,
Boner 80-85 percent lean 53.00-62.00, H.Dr. 1100-1455# 63.00-72.00, L.Dr.
1115-1255# 43.00-52.00, Lean 85-90 percent lean 815-1115# 41.00-52.00,
H.Dr. 780-1055# 53.00-62.00, L.Dr. 885-1125# 36.00-41.00.

Slaughter Bulls: Y.G. 1-2 1360-2680# 92.00-97.00, H.Dr. 1695-2155# 98.00-
108.00, L.Dr. 1210-1370# 75.00-87.00.

NO SATURDAY SPECIAL AUCTION: June 6, 2020 with Open and

Short-Bred Dairy Heifers beginning at 12 noon with the Holstein Steer
Sale IMMEDIATLY FOLLOWING the Heifers.
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County fairs cancel, postpone due to COVID-19

FROM PAGE 1

healthy and alive,” said Caudill.

KDA officials are taking their decision-making week
by week to see what guidelines are being set each
week to decide on upcoming events. KDA recognizes
that many exhibitors are missing some of their favorite
shows but Caudill shares a piece of advice, “Do not be
discouraged, be happy and proud that you have came
this far, that in itself is the most important factor. In
this type of situation, pray about this and know that the
opportunity will happen and you will have the chance
to show. Patience is a big key factor.”

ANIMALS PREPARED FOR SUMMER SHOWS

While it may be a scheduling asset, moving the
county fair to the fall is not necessarily the best solu-
tion for livestock participants.

Exhibitors are concerned about the delay because
their livestock are nutritionally conditioned for the
summer, not the fall.

Dupin said she believes the Breckinridge County
shows will be held in the fall.

“This will affect our set of animals we plan to show
tremendously because we chose our animals for sum-
mer shows, rather than a fall show,” said Dupin.

County fairs for youth involved with agriculture
means more than escorting an animal in the show
ring. Livestock participants work from dawn until dusk
to make sure their stock is healthy and properly condi-
tioned,; it is an event they prepare for physically and
mentally.

The Cattlemen’s Friend
Harry Rogers

3460 Old Franklin Rd. * Scottsville, KY 42164
270-622-9337 * amosuh60a@nctc.com

KY Dealer
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“My county fair has always reminded me to not for-
get where I came from and allows me to be sur-
rounded by the people I love and that support me
continuously,” said Sayde Lowe of Calloway County 4-
H. “I will never forget that first feeling of walking into
the show ring at my county fair when I felt like I owned
the place and knew I was going to have a peace in my
mind that my hard work was going to be rewarded.”

Kasey Johnson, a senior Mason County FFA mem-
ber who is missing out on many events, said, “It hon-
estly is kind of disappointing to be looking forward to
our schedule for the show season and there’s not a sin-
gle one before mid June. We might be living from the
road if they all hold true because we just want to be
able to show.”

As many agricultural families do the same, Johnson
says livestock shows are his family’s vacation.

“If they cancelled our local fair, it would be pretty dis-
heartening for me as that’s the first place I ever walked
into a show ring when I was four years old and this
year would be my last year,” he said. “I have never
missed a Germantown Fair. My parents both showed
in the same ring when they showed livestock; this is a
family tradition to go to the fair.”

During such a negative time, Johnson remains posi-
tive.

“The world will still keep on spinning whether we’re
happy or not, so it’s best to just roll with the punches. I
feel for the families who don’t have the capacity to
raise their own and potentially in a financial burden. I
can’t imagine what that feels like.”

Kentucky Fairs and Horse Shows Association has
created a website to list all cancellations or dates that

Purebred Angus Bulls
18 — 20 months e fertilty tested

Jerry | 859-319-1400 » Judy | 859-583-1400

Danville, KY

have been postpone. Visit kafs.net/p/fairs-and-
shows/2020-cancelled—fair—horse-shows.

By Abigal Smoot

Field Reporter

File photo
Although 4-H and FFA members are preparing their live-
stock for county shows, many won’t be able to compete
due to cancellations because of the corona virus pandemic.
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@%F Bulls:

Registered Angus, Chiangus & Chimaine Cattle
BREEDING STOCK & YOUTH CATTLE
719 Ol Field Rd. « Horsa Cave, KY 427459

270-786-2020 - 270-404-5304
See & Meary Keve Kordles Tim & Wonde Quigprion

Isaacs Angus

Tim & Ann Marie Isaacs
809 Glen Logsdon Rd. » Horse Cave, KY 42749
270-528-5486 - 270-528-1946

Matt Isaacs - 270-774-5486
Quality Alfalfa Hay

Registered Angus Cows For Sale
Registered Angus Bulls - Service Age

Ff}llﬁd.ﬂtif}n
Gmctic:;

STAR ﬁ FARM

Black Simmental Cattle

Jupzs . Covoer Jedl Ui Timess Ceoaner
H205 Tompzinawille BRd 120 Souch Fark Rd. LT I W A
Lilpr, KY 42121 Cilagars, KV 21141 e TR, Towen 22020
20427253 713901157 B L6-t - G687

e-mail: jeonmer#'serte.com

Cal. 1539
Scharchoh, Kentucky

REGISTERED HOILSTEIN CATTLE

REHA 28300 m 106EF 868p
Registerad Yearling Bulls Always Available

Chris Robey Adam Robey
270-726-5543 270-726-0484

Danny Miller

and
Polled Herefords Trent Miller

LINEEBRED VICTOR DOMING CATTLE

_'v> BULLS FOR SALE

jmsvictordomino.com

270-465-6984  270-566-2694 * 270-566-2000
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In search of encouraging words

= have suggested to my general manager
ra I that someone else may need to write

columns in my place for awhile. Right now,
people need someone upbeat who offers words
of encouragement and hope.

I don’t seem to be that person.

While I am doing okay, my heart is breaking
for people around me. A nursing home in our
small community has been a hotbed for COVID-
19 and 14 people have died as a result. As a local
newspaper publisher, I have spoken with family
members who have lost loved ones, and I have
heard first-hand about their suffering and loss.

Our Kentucky business owners have been

ONE
VOICE

Sharon helped a lot by the Payroll Protection Program

Burton and the ability for self-employed people to draw
unemployment, but these are scary times for
everyone. As we work with those business own-

| think our €7 to help them get their message out, we also
hear about their fears and concerns about the fu-
ture.

hardest I think our hardest conversations lately, how-
conversations ever, have been with our farmer friends.

Our farmers are already reeling from some
bad years, and now markets are being affected
by the novel coronavirus in ways we hadn’t
imagined. While the food supply chain may be
considered essential, that doesn’t mean there is
a guarantee everything will work as it should
and farmers will continue to be able to market
their products at a profitable level.

In fact, just the opposite has happened.

So what can I write to help our readers make it
to the next market season or even the next day?
Our pastor reminded us recently (via online

church service) the scripture that “And we
know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are called ac-
cording to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28)

God doesn’t promise that bad things won’t
happen. But he does promise to be with us, and
he promises to make good from the bad things,
if we trust him.

I think, now more than ever, we need to be re-
minded that there is a power greater than our
own, and He is for us. There will be brighter
days. Those are the words of hope I rely on, and
I hope they help you, too.

lately, however,
have been with
our farmer
friends.

The Farmer's Pride
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Everyone is family

As we make our way through the
COVID-19 pandemic and all the
change it has created, it is hard to ig-
nore the discomforting news we are
hearing as it relates to the agriculture
industry, and our economy in general.

Worries about the economy are
valid, but the first thing any of us
needs to do is take all the necessary
steps to stay safe. Our health and
safety, and the well-being of our fami-
lies, friends and neighbors trumps all.

I have been reminded daily, through
this pandemic, of the words left to us
from former Kentucky State Trooper
Eric Chrisman, “Everyone is family.”

Keeping that thought as we move
forward is paramount as we begin the
task of getting back to some form of
normalcy and doing so in the wake of
the terrible economic storm damage
COVID-19 has left us with.

I don’t have to make a list of all the
challenges we face on the farm and in
our rural communities. It seems to be
all we hear or read about from various
news sources. But farm families have
faced tough times before. Facing the
tough market situations we have been
presented with, however, is unnerving
to say the least.

But, most of what is driving those
markets has to do with speculation.
There is so much we don’t know, yet
the fear of that is helping to fuel an al-
ready volatile market and the buying
habits of the public.

To say it’s going to be a tough road
in front of us would be an understate-
ment, but it is still a road worth tak-
ing. Farms are essential and always
have been. We will prevail. I have no
doubts about that.

In doing so, we must work together
as a collective agricultural family. We
have resources in this state that oth-
ers don’t. We have strong partner-
ships between commodity groups and
other ag organizations that most
states can only dream about. We have
government leaders who understand
the importance of agriculture and are
supportive of our efforts.

We need to pull together, help each
other, share our ideas, utilize our re-
sources, and kick this thing. It won’t
be easy, but nothing worth doing or
having is. If farming was easy, there
would be a lot more of us.

To our consumers, despite what you
hear or read, we will not run out of
food. We could see some disruptions
due to processing plant closures, and
you may not find exactly what you're
looking for in the meat case on every
trip to the grocery store.

But we need to practice patience and
understand that the U.S. food chain is
healthy and resilient. In looking at the
big picture, these disruptions won’t
last forever.

To our farmers, we have a job to do,
so let’s do it. Kentucky Farm Bureau
is still advocating on your behalf to get
us through this.

In continuing with our commitment
to the people of this state, KFB Insur-
ance just made a monumental dona-
tion to the Hunger Initiative to help
those in need of food get through this.

This organization is like no other
and I am so proud to be a part of it.
We will never stop fighting for those
we call family and, “Everyone is fam-
ily.”

MARK HANEY is president of Kentucky Farm Bureau.
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An uphill struggle

MARKET
WATCH

Dewey
Strickler

Right now, the
big unknown for
soybeans is how
many acres will
be switched out
of corn because
of ethanol plant
closings.

nless weather intercedes this grow-
l | ing season, corn faces an uphill

struggle because of ending stocks
of 3.3 billion bushels, the largest since 1987,
and demand destruction created by the coro-
navirus. Although segments of the economy
are beginning to reopen, it will be a long time
before it recovers, probably longer than we
can fathom.

Meanwhile, there are some bright spots.
Crude oil appears to have bottomed, and
while the USDA projects corn usage declin-
ing 3.2 percent this season, a rebound of 7
percent is forecast for 2020-21.

In other developments, planting is pro-
gressing quickly at 67 percent complete ver-
sus the average of 56 percent. Export
inspections last week were a marketing year
high of 52.4 million bushels. While corn is
currently faced with a gloom and doom out-
look, one thing is for certain, the impact of
the coronavirus has instilled the fact that dur-
ing a crisis, governments must maintain an
adequate food supply, or face civil unrest.

Optimism for soybeans is slowly emerging
because of purchases by China the past few
weeks and shrinking stockpiles. Global stock-
piles are forecast to decline 1.9 percent from
a year ago setting a five-year low. While the
USDA has lowered exports this season and
raised ending stocks to 580 million bushels,
usage for 2020-21 is projected to rise 10.6 per-
cent with ending stocks falling to 405 million
bushels.

Right now, the big unknown for soybeans is
how many acres will be switched out of corn
because of ethanol plant closings. In other
developments, planting is proceeding at a fast
clip and is 38 percent complete compared to
the average of 23 percent. Looking at ex-
ports, inspections last week were 18.2 million
bushels.

Wheat faces a headwind from USDA’s fore-
cast of world stocks for 2020-21 rising 5.1 per-
cent to 310.1 million tons, a record high. In
addition, global competition will remain in-
tense as exports are expected to fall to 950
million bushels. Inspections last week were
nominal at 12.5 million bushels.

In other developments, the rating for winter
wheat fell 2 points to 53 percent of the crop in
good-to-excellent condition. This compares to
last year’s rating of 64 percent. Meanwhile,
conditions in Europe and the Black Sea Re-
gion are improving.

DEWEY STRICKLER is president of Ag Watch Market Advi-
sors, LLC. Email Strickler at agwatchdls@comcast.net or
go online at www.agwatch.biz.
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Don't make old friends into new enemies

s if 20 percent unemployment,

A wretchedly weak commodity

markets, shuttered ethanol
and meatpacking plants, and a coron-
avirus pandemic aren’t bad enough, the
White House chose mid-May to, liter-
ally, go viral with China, one of Ameri-
can agriculture’s best cash-and-carry
customers.

This fight, however, isn’t over steel,
aluminum or soybeans. It’s about
spilled milk: How much responsibility
China bears for COVID-19’s beginnings
and, according to the White House, the
country’s failure to control and contain
it.

Five months ago that would have
been a worthwhile fight had both lead-
ers coordinated their responses to
what experts were saying about the
new, deadly virus. Today, though, it’s
useless because political belly bumping
now can’t change what each failed to
do last winter.

Moreover, it won’t do anything but
worsen today’s already worsening
trade picture between the two nations.
On May 8, the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, a bipartisan, non-
profit policy research institute in Wash-
ington, D.C., forecast total 2020 U.S.
exports — everything from pigs’ feet to
kitchen sinks — to China at $60 billion,
or about one-third of the $187 billion
total both sides had agreed upon in
“phase one” of a new, joint trade deal
signed in January.

Scott Kennedy, CSIS senior advisor of
Chinese business and economics, told
CNBC that the forecast was ““admit-
tedly a worst case scenario” but that
any increases above the $60 billion
mark still ““will not change the overall
picture, just the details.”

The reason, Kennedy added, is that
“The targets were never realistic; they
were just gaudy numbers meant to im-
press. The pandemic made the unreal-
istic the impossible.”

U.S. pork exports did ramp up.
Through 2020’s first quarter, one in
three pounds of U.S. pork was ex-
ported to China. At the same time,
though, U.S. soy exports to China were
down a price-cracking 39 percent.

In fact, China has purchased just $3.1
billion of U.S. farm goods in 2020’s first
quarter, well off pace for it to reach the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s pro-

jected $14 billion in ag purchases this
year.

(Even worse, that unachievable $14
billion is but two-thirds of total U.S. ag
exports to China before the White
House and Beijing began the tariff fight
two years ago.)

If U.S. farmers and ranchers are tired
of the two countries trading more
threats than groceries, China appears
to have reached its tipping point, too.
On May 12, FERN’s AG Insider re-
ported that a “state-controlled Chinese
newspaper on Monday (May 11)”
urged China’s leaders to “invalidate the
‘phase one’ trade agreement” in retalia-
tion “for a U.S. coronavirus blame cam-
paign.”

For those of us who can’t remember
January, let alone what phase one of
the deal called for — in fact, a wildly
“gaudy” $40 billion in 2020 U.S. ag ex-
ports — any move by China now would
drain U.S. prices even lower.

The week before, when President
Donald J. Trump mused that he was
“torn” over whether to impose new tar-
iffs on China as retaliation for the pan-
demic, market analysts quickly pointed
out that new tariffs would clip commod-
ity prices well into the 2021 marketing
year.

Which, by sheer coincidence, begins
in the run-up to the November general
election and in the middle of the
Trump Administration sending another
$33 billion in direct government pay-
ments to U.S. farmers and ranchers to
help mitigate COVID-19’s effects on
the ag economy.

That means 2020 will be the third
year in a row (for a total of about $65
billion) the White House will have sent
what was supposed to be “one-time” aid
to American farm and food producers.

Regardless of what that means to the
White House, to U.S. farmers and
ranchers it means we should be work-
ing to keep our old friends and stop
going out of our way to make new ene-
mies.

ALAN GUEBERT publishes a weekly column
Farm and Food File through the U.S. and
Canada. Past columns, events and contact infor-
mation are posted at farmandfoodfile.com. Con-
tact Alan Guebert by email at
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.com.

FOOD
&
FARM
FILE

Alan
Guebert

If U.S. farmers
and ranchers
are tired of the
two countries
trading more
threats than
groceries, China
appears to have
reached its
tipping point,
too.
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What kind of shape is your boat in, friend?

ow. This is my first column since the
s ; s ; COVID-19 pandemic took over our

newsfeeds and everything else, and
what a ride it has been for agriculture thus far.
I've seen the videos of farmers dumping milk
and plowing produce under because of the sud-
den shutdown of the foodservice industry, and
it's heartbreaking.

What's closer to home and more personal to
me, though, is the livestock situation. With
large-scale processors being shuttered due to
the novel coronavirus, there is a big gap in the
protein supply chain. Like many of you reading
this publication, this girl won’t go hungry. I am
fortunate to live in the country, and my people
are farmers.

I will admit that I did a quick inventory of my
cattle-farming friends, my chicken-growing
friends, and my pig-raising friends when the pro-
tein shortage started to become a reality. Thank-
fully, my family would not have to rely on wild
game, because I don't like it. If we did, though,
my husband and I are both pretty good shots.

So, the people that I worry about are more our
urban friends. Hank Williams, Jr. had it right
when he said a country boy can survive, but
what about city folks? It’s not like they have cat-
tle in the pasture next door or deer in the back
yard. They don’t have a pasture next door, and
some don’t even have a backyard.

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS GET

*>500 BONUS CASH

Don't forget about the Bullt Ford Tough Sweepstakes!™
Text the word SWEEPS to 46786 to enter!

Many of my city friends were scared, and I
don’t blame them. People who have a grocery
store within walking distance probably don’t
have a deep freeze, either, much less one
crammed with protein and veggies. The food
storage habits and needs of rural and urban
dwellers are vastly different.

I feel for the farmers and ranchers, most of
whom were already losing money. In a time that
they need someone to throw them a life pre-
server, I'm sure they feel more like someone has
thrown them an anvil.

I was so glad to see some processors open
back up, and it is certainly my hope that they get
back to full capacity soon — not just for the sake
of the consumers, but for the sake of the farmers
and ranchers who are doing their best to hold on
in these uncertain and unfavorable times.

There has been a sentiment circulating on so-
cial media that says “we are all in the same boat”
during this crisis, and on the surface that sounds
right. After all, COVID-19 has affected just about
everyone in some way or in many ways. But the
boat analogy is all wrong. We are not all in the
same boat — but we are all in the same storm.
My boat may be smaller than your boat, and
your big boat may be harder to steer to safety
than mine. Your boat may end up shipwrecked,
while mine just takes on water and needs a patch
job. Your boat may be paid for, and mine might
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get repossessed.

The point to all the boat talk is this — be kind.
There is no way to know what someone else is
experiencing during this unprecedented global
event. And, regardless of what someone may be
experiencing, we all respond in different ways.
‘We handle stress different ways, and everyone
reacts to stress and change differently. Your
friend may look fine, may say he’s fine and not
be fine. Check on your people, folks.

And on the subject of social media, I know it’s
hard. There is a massive quantity of information
floating around, but the same cannot be said of
the quality of information. Before you hit the
share button, read the post and then decide if
pushing it out to your friends and followers will
have any positive impact.

If not, maybe this is the time to exercise your
right to keep scrolling! If you are tempted to pop
off and call someone a “citiot” from the safety
zone of your keyboard, please don’t. Town peo-
ple are just as freaked out as country folks. If
you are absolutely overwhelmed with the vol-
ume and quality of the content on social media,
please take a break. Facebook, Twitter and In-
stagram will be there when you get back. Maybe
we will get lucky and TikTok won't.

RAE WAGONER is the Director of Communication for
Kentucky Soybean Promotion Board.
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Hemp Clones available!

VARIETIES TO CHOOSE FROM:
BaOx ¢ Cherry Citrus » Sweetened « T1 ¢ Stout

Plus, CBG Gold Plants!

SUPPLIES: Styrofoam trays,

soil mix, bark mix, drip
tape, irrigation supplies,
plastic mulch (3’ & 4’ 1.25
mil) and MORE!

Northern KY Tobacco
Greenhouses & Supplies
1490 Hwy. 35 - Sparta, KY 41086
502-463-2412 « Fax 502-463-2416
kitty.nkygreenhouses @gmail.com
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Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corporation approves loans

FRANKFORT - The Kentucky Agri-
cultural Finance Corp. approved more
than $260,000 for two agricultural loans
that will bring needed investment and in-
frastructure as the commonwealth looks
to restart the economy safely while
fighting the novel coronavirus 2019.

“In addition to the loans approved
today, I am very proud of the KAFC
board for implementing a new policy,
which allows staff to approve loan pay-
ment deferments requested by the par-
ticipating lenders to speed up extensions
as a result of this pandemic,” said Gov.

Andy Beshear. “The board and GOAP
staff are dedicated to easing some of the
burdens brought on our agriculture
community by COVID-19.”

Agricultural Infrastructure Loan
Program

One Agricultural Infrastructure loan
was approved for $14,250 for recipients
in Graves County to purchase and install
a field drain tile. KAFC participates with
lenders to provide financing to produc-
ers making capital expenditures for agri-
cultural projects through the AILP.

Eligible projects include permanent
farm structures with attached equip-
ment that improves the profitability of
farming operations. Producers may be
eligible for up to $150,000, not to exceed
50 percent of the project.

Beginning Farmer Loan Program
One Beginning Farmer loan was ap-
proved for $250,000 for recipients in Ful-
ton County to purchase 18 acres with six
Tyson broiler barns. BFLP is designed
to assist individuals with some farming

experience who desire to develop, ex-
pand or buy into a farming operation.
Beginning farmers may qualify for fi-
nancing to purchase livestock, equip-
ment or agriculture facilities; to secure
permanent working capital; for the pur-
chase of farm real estate; or to invest in
a partnership or LLC.

For more information on the pro-
grams offered by the KAFC, contact Ali
Hulett, Loan Programs Manager, at 502-
782-1760 or visit the KAFC webpage
at kafc ky.gov.

KENTUCKY AG SERVICES DIRECTORY

Subscribe to The Pride!
Gall Diana at
1-800-489-9494

HERITAGE FARM

REGISTERED ANGUS BULLS FOR SALE

5-16-18 MONTH OLD
S YEARLINGS
CALVING EASE WITH EXCELLENT
GROWTH NUMBERS

100% GUARANTEED

FOR FIRST BREEDING SEASON
Call Tom McGinnis

902-655-0164

Email Toni Humphress at
toni@farmlandpub.com
to get your ad in the directory.

Need to Refinance Your Farm or Ranch Loan?
GCONTACT US TODAY!
(888) 398-4119 » www.ffb1.com

@ FIRST FINANCIAL BANK

Farm and Ranch Division

Kentucky Aquaculture
Association

502-782-4104

111 Corporate Dr.
Frankfort, KY 40601

Denise Jones

Senier Manager «f
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Kentucky Farm Bureau

Mark Haney
President

9201 Bunsen Parkway - Louisville, KY 40220
502-495-5000
kb com

Drew Graham
Executive Vice President

Ky. Poultry Federation/
Ky. Egg Council
2248 University Station « Murray, KY 42071
Ph. 270-404-2277

jauffey @ kypouliry.org
Poultry & Eggs — #1 Ag Commodiy”
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Kentucky Pork Producers

Association
Bonnie Jolly KENTHCKY-,
1110 Hawkins Drive e k
"ﬂ .
Elizabathtown, KY 42701 rﬁ @* .,,-"z

270-737-5665 "-—rdi"fﬁﬂ -3;71'

Wagpmpordorg Kevfueke s Swdne Fadlustrg™ PORK PRODUCERS

KDDC

Kentucky Dairy

Development Council
176 Pagadena Drive - Lexington, KY 40503
H.H. Barlow, III, director

Phone: (859) 516-112% - Fax: (858) 260-2060
Email: kddc@ kydainy.org - wwww.kydainyg.org

AWM

AGRICULTURE WORKFORCE
PMANAGEMENT AsSSOCIATION

Phone: 859-233- 7845 = email: hZa@awrmalabor.com
www.awmalabar.com
South Broadway = Lexington, KY 40508
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BYRON'S A542B

* APHID TOLERANT
* SUPERIOR STANDABILITY & EXCELLENT REGROWTH

* BMR-6 PROVIDES HIGH-QUALITY NUTRITION IT'S WHAT,S FOR D I N N ER@

« EXCELLENT FIBER DIGESTIBILITY (NDFD)
= —————13
» DEPENDABLE HIGH-YIELDING FEEDSTOCK

» VERY GOOD DISEASE TOLERANCE
Kybeef.com

CALL 1-800-801-3596

FOR MORE INFORMATION!




800-488-9454

THE FARMER’S PRIDE

MAY 21, 2020

Quarles, AG ask for price fixing investigations in cattle industry

FRANKFORT - Attorney General
Daniel Cameron and Agriculture Com-
missioner Ryan Quarles sent a joint let-
ter last week to U.S. Attorney General
William Barr asking for the Department
of Justice to investigate possible anti-
competitive practices in the beef packing
sector.

The letter notes that, despite steady
consumer demand for beef, the prices
paid to Kentucky’s cattle producers have
declined, suggesting the presence of

(AP

THAINED 8% THE BEST TO BEE THE BEST!

615-869-0029
Lynn Lee « Bob Morton

whvrw. tradiionauctions.com

Firm License No. 5762
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possible market manipulation and other
anticompetitive practices. As a result,
Kentucky consumers are paying more
for beef while hardworking Kentucky
farmers are making less.

“We'’re urging DO]J to use the re-
sources at its disposal to fully investigate
allegations of anticompetitive practices
in the beef processing sector, and we
stand ready to assist with such an inves-
tigation in any way possible,” said Attor-
ney General Cameron. “Kentucky’s

cattle producers and consumers already
face incredible economic challenges as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic, and
we must ensure that they are treated
fairly in the marketplace and do not face
additional hardship because of price fix-
ing or other anticompetitive actions. I
appreciate Commissioner Quarles part-
nering with us in this endeavor.”

“As Kentucky and the nation move to-
wards reopening the economy in a quick
and responsible manner, consumers and

[.(_[:
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Acam Haley, Pnino pal suctionesr
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Chiris Hatliald, Principal Aucianaer
will Gregary, Apprentice Auctaneer

(270) 726-2900

HaleyAuctions AndRealty.com
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farmers deserve to know if there is a
scheme to threaten market competition
in the beef industry,” said Commis-
sioner Quarles. “Our beef cattle produc-
ers have seen 30 and 40 percent price
drops since the start of the pandemic,
even while the price of beef products at
the grocery store has increased. I would
like to thank Attorney General Cameron
for joining me in this effort to make sure

SEE COMMISSIONER, PAGE 10

tzauction.com
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Nutrient Management Planning in Kentucky

J CAP* 102 - Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan
for confined livestock operations

CAP* 104 - Nutrient Management for cropland

J CAP* 114 - Integrated Pest Management

* Conservation Activity Plan practice, as part of N.R.C.5. EQIP program

Ronan Cummins
Technical Service Provider to
Kentucky N.R.C.S. since 2004

» 21 years of experience in service to Kentucky agriculture ®

(270) 313-1101 » ronan@agronomyone.com
Owensboro, KY
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Commissioner sends letter to U.S. Attorney General

FROM PAGE 9

the beef industry isn’t rigged against Kentucky’s
38,000 hardworking cattle producers.”

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has led to disrup-
tions at meat processing plants and created shortages
nationwide. With only four beef processors controlling
80 percent of the American market, such disruptions
further exacerbate pre-existing disparities between the
price of live cattle and the wholesale price of beef.

“On behalf of Kentucky’s beef cattle producers in the
commonwealth of Kentucky, let me be the first to ex-
press my gratitude for the leadership of Agriculture

Commissioner Quarles and Attorney General Daniel
Cameron,” said Dave Maples, executive director of the
Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association. “Kentucky is the
largest beef cattle state east of the Mississippi River,
and both of these men understand the negative effects
of any possible anticompetitive business practices on
both consumers and our producers.”

In the letter, Attorney General Cameron and Com-

missioner Quarles ask DO]J to use the department’s in-

vestigatory resources to conduct an in-depth study of
the current economic realities within the cattle indus-
try to determine if anticompetitive practices are being
used. Both Cameron and Quarles offer DOJ the re-

Want results? Call me!!
Barry Dyer | 270-622-1601

Broker/Auctioneer

£ 1010 Skyline Dr. e
| Hopkinsville, KY 42240 - S

Owner: Delbert Roeder
-:Cell 270-881-2610
Office 270-962-7273

 Roeder Auction Company |

sources of their respective offices to assist with such
an investigation on behalf of Kentucky consumers.

DNDUCTIN

JE, HYBRID & ONLINE ONLY AUCTIONS.
all for a FREE Consultation!
www. GoldenRuIeAuctlon com

Visit us for current REAL ESTATE
listings & upcoming AUCTION events!

(R 270'384'1 1 1 1
N 724 1-800-854-9992
GOLDEN RULE-WILSON

Real Estate & Auction #1, LLC

AUCTION & REALTY CO.

HOMES = FARMS « ESTATES - PERSONAL PROPERTY
ANTIQUES - FARM MACHINERY - BUSINESS LIQUIDATIONS

304 E Broadway John M. Kessler
Carnpbellsville, KY Principal Braker - Auctioneer
2704651051 John YWayne Hessler

v kesslerauction.com Associate Broker - Auctioneer

For The Best In Suction & Private Sales = “Successfil Auctlans Since 10357

Central Kentucky

7 Locations Throughout
the Commonwealth!
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Triple J Farms Complete Dispersal
Friday, June 12, 2020, 6:30 PM
Blue Grass Lexington

350 Fall Calving
Simm Angus Commercial Cows
60 day calving season Sept 1—Oct 31
Bred to Angus & Simm Angus Bulls
80% 8 years old and younger
Tested BVD Pl Negative
Vaccinated with Modified Live Bovi-Shield Gold FP5VL5
Sold in aged groups
One of the Premier Commercial Herds in Kentucky

Premier Heifer Sale

June 6", 2020 « 1:00 PM EST
Blue Grass Stockyards ¢ Lexington, KY

» Approximately 300 head will sell from producers in Marion,
Nelson and Washington Counties.

« Bred to calve in fall starting September 1* .

» Guaranteed bred to bulls with known EPDs and have met
stringent requirements for health, quality and

pelvic measurements.

o1 SHARE

© r—,\_\G“e'\’E

* Guaranteed pregnant 30 days past sale.
* Some heifers are synchronized and artificially bred.

+ All consignors are certified Master Cattlemen.

For More Information Visit \ & V)
www.heifersales.com Qentucky
Proud

or Contact:

Todd Harned

Boston
502-249-2354

Terry Geoghegan
Bardstown
502-827-0771

David Sandusky

Lebanon
270-692-7793

bgstockyards.com
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Insights from a conversation about hay

Sometimes I think Extension work
boils down to how well you ask ques-
tions. Many recommendations are made
from a conversation, often on the phone,
without seeing the field in question. A
specialist is trying to create a mental pic-
ture consistent with the farmer situation.
A recent conversation will help illustrate
that, and at the same time give you a
small insight into what type of summer
annual to plant if you want some extra
hay and pasture.

First, the call. The farmer, we will call
him Nick (not his real name) called to
ask what to plant if he wanted some
extra hay, and it may be used for pasture
also. Nick explained that it was in soy-
beans last year, had some weeds in it
now, and was planning on harrowing
(disking) it.

Two main things entered my mind:
which species and what seeding
method? We have quite a few choices for
temporary summer hay crops, but I
went with sudangrass.

It has good yields, will provide more
than one cutting, and can be hayed or
grazed. Sudangrass is the best choice
for hay because it has the finest stems
and has less difficulty drying to hay
moisture (15 to 20 percent) than
sorghum-sudangrass hybrids or pearl
millet.

Nick was okay with that choice, but
did raise a question about prussic acid
problems in the sorghums (such as su-
dangrass). We spent a few minutes
going over how to avoid prussic acid
problems.

I thought I was done with the species
question, but as it turns out, I was not.

Now to establishment. I had many
questions about what “harrowing”
meant to Nick. Turns out it was disking.
Nick wanted to disk because of the vol-
unteer weeds. I was fine with disking.
However, I knew that disking leaves the
soil rough and often too fluffy to get
good seed soil contact. So I pursued it
further.

“Do you have a roller?” I asked. Nick
said no. (I am thinking “not good.”)
“Okay,” I said. “How are you going to
seed it?” Nick said he thought he would
just broadcast it and then disk it lightly.

At this point, I am thinking this is not
going to work at all because there is no
way to get the seed at the right depth
and the seedbed is guaranteed to be too
fluffy. Even if Nick was superb with the
disk, the seedbed would need to have a
rain on it to firm the soil around the
seed. Germination and emergence were
going to be questionable at best.

On to the next question: “Do you have
a drill?” Nick said yes. At this point I was
thinking grain drill, not no-till drill. Nick
said he had a Great Plains no-till drill.
Now I am thinking Jackpot! I was still
worried about depth of seeding if he
used the no-till drill to put seed into the
disked seedbed.

After a little more back and forth, we
decided on an application of a translo-
cated non-selective herbicide to Kill the
weeds followed by no-tilling the seed. I
am thinking, “All good — mission accom-
plished.” I told Nick to call his dealer
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The Forage
Doctor

By Jimmy Henning

Summer annuals can provide high yields of quality forage for hay and pasture. Some are
better than others for hay than others. The challenge with making hay from the tall grow-
ing summer grasses like pearl millet (above) is in getting the stems to cure to baling

LIVESTOCK SALES EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 1 PM.

Selling farms, real estate, farm equipment & antiques!

Visit www.ridgelyauctionco.com for detailed listings.

Phone: 731-987-2847

“ Follow us!

RIDGELY

1715 Parker Store Rd.. * Cedar Grove, Tenn. 38321
Call Darrell Ridgely, Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker at 731-694-6213.
NO BUYERS PREMIUM

i RIDGELY"
LIVESTOCK SALES
Phone: 731-855-2609

Firm 4804

moisture.

and lock in the seed since sudangrass
can be in short supply and may need to
be ordered.

I get another call from Nick in about
two hours. “What about pearl millet?”
he said. In my mind I am thinking,
“What happened?”

Don’t get me wrong — pearl millet is a
great forage — for grazing. As a hay crop
it is tough, and maybe even near impos-
sible to cure down to hay moisture. The
stems of pearl millet are very waxy and
dry very slowly. “Why the switch?” I
asked.

The reason for the switch was prussic
acid. For sure, pearl millet has no prus-
sic acid potential — none whatsoever.
Okay, I thought, if he has a conditioning
mower, plants it thick and cuts before
the stems get too thick, it might be
okay. But turns out Nick does not have
a conditioning mower.

I began to strenuously object to using
pearl millet for hay — very strenuously. I

argued that sudangrass has the lowest
prussic acid potential of all the
sorghums and problems are easy to
avoid.

But to no avail. Turns out Nick has to
run his cows past this field to get them
up in the winter and he was afraid they
would get into young frosted material if
that field was planted to sudangrass. At
this point, I know I have to concede the
point. Ultimately, we decided to split the
difference — pearl millet in the field
where cows might graze in winter and
sudangrass in another field.

In the end, we enjoyed a laugh as
Nick said he would find out if I knew
what I was talking about with pear] mil-
let being hard to cure. Time will tell, but
I doubt pearl millet will let me down.

For the full story on summer annual
options for temporary forage, see AGR-
229 — Warm Season Grasses in Ken-
tucky.

Happy foraging.
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Blue Grass South
Stanford, KY
May 7, 2020
Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
50 hd. BE5# 12550 blk
56 hd. 9244 111,90 mixed
40 hd. 925%# 111.25 blk
55 hd. 951# 11575 blk
4 hd, 958# 11500 blk-charx
Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 1-2
TO hd, G358 12570 bk
G4 hd, TET# 11270 blk-charx
55 hd. 538 106.00 blk

KY-TH Livestock Auction

Guthrig, KY

May 7. 2020

Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
21 hd. 475% 157.50 bowf
20 hd. G28# 135.00 bowf

Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 1-2
25 hd. 4405 13850 bowf
33 hd, 4904 129.50 bt
24 hd. 561# 119.50 bt

Feeder Bulls: Medium & Large 1-2
20 hd, 488# 143.50 bt
40 hd. 542 134 25 bbwi

THE FARMER’S PRIDE

AUCTION/MARKET

Blua Grass of Albany

Albany, KY

May &, 2020

Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
54 hd. T728 11800 mixed

Farmers Livestock

Glasgow, KY

May 4, 2020

Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
23 hd. 9488 150.00 blk

Feeder Haifers: Medium & Large 1-2
21 hd. 463# 120,00 bik

Feeder Bulls: Medium & Large 1-2
21 ha. 4B 140000 bk
20 hd. BETH# 117.00 bik

Blue Grass Maysville

Mayswille, KY

May 5, 2020

Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
41 hd. B41# 112.00 blk-red

United Producers Cwenton
Owentan, KY
May &, 2020
Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
21 hdl. 5378 15300 bk
25 hd. G20 140,00 bk

=, Bluegrass Stockyards
& of Richmond, LLC

348 K. Street - Richmond, KRy.

CATTLE SALE

Every Friday
at 9:30 a.m.

GOAT SALE

2nd Monday of

each month at 1 p.m.

For additional information, call Jim Dause at
(859) 623-5167 or (859) 314-7211

BLUEGRASS STOCKYARDS OF RICHMOND, LLC
Ph. (859) 623-1280 + Fax (859) 623-1258

800-489-9454

Blue Grass Stockyards
Laxinglon, KY
May 5, 2020
Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2
87 hd, B20% 12325 blk
41 hid, 5254 11550 blk-charx
G0 hd. B394 12200 bik
HE hod. B51# 107 60 ned

Paris Stockyards
Faris, KY
May 7, 2020
Feeder Steers: Madium & Large 1-2
48 hd. 546% 159.00 blk
22 hd, 651# 13500 blk
38 hod, 9158 117 .20 blk
55 hol. G770 108.00 blk-chars
Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 1-2
42 ho, 495% 145 .40 blk-red
43 hd, G26# 127 .50 bk
150 hd, 7O 126 60 bk

Washington Co. Livestock
Springhield, KY
May 4, 2020
Feader Steers: Medium& Large 1-2
24 hd, 914 14000 blk
G7 hd. 514% 12330 blk
G0 hd. B71# 115.55 bik
57 hd, 8903# 11530 hik
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SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2020 - 10 ODA M.

THE LATE OMER COLVIN
Selling For: The Omer Colin Family Pasidence Trust & The Omer Calvin Family mevocabla Trust

165 +/- ACRES - SELLING IN 19 TRACTS & COMBINATIONS

TRACTS RANGE IN SIZE FROM 170 TO 20 ACRES, IMPROVED WITH A HOUSE - SHOP - TOOL SHED - BARN - & SILOS,
PROPERTY CONSIST OF OPEN LAND - CROP LAND - WOOD LAND - ACREAGE TRACTS - HOME SITES.
TRALTS#4-13 LOCATED OM SPURLINETON CHURCH ROAD - 125864 +/-ACRES - NO TIMEER |5 IMCLUDED 0N TRACTS 46 - 13
TRACTS # 14 - 20 LOCATED: ON SPURLINGTON ROAD - 3370 ACRES. TRACTS 14-20 PLANTED FOR 2020,
ALL TRACTS ARE SUBJECT TO RESTRICTIONS.

Auction Conducted At: 760 Spurlington Church Road, Campbellsville, KY
APPROMMATELY B MILES: FROM CAMPBELLEVILLE & APPROKIWATELY LE MILES OFF OF US 68 - AUCTION SIGHS POSTED !
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or before Juty 8, 20200 KOTE: A 20% Buyars Prermium wil be sdded 1o all winning bics 1o determing the fingd sakes and
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FARM EQUIPMENT & PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION

ONLINE BIDDING ONLY
BIDDING ENDS TUESDAY, MAY 26 AT APPROXIMATELY 6:00 PM.

Selling For: The Omer Colvin Family Pesidence Trust & The Omer Calvin Family mevocabls Trust
TRUCK - NH CUSCEINE - FAAM EQUIPKENT - ZERD TURM MOWER - TOOLS - FURKITURE - HOLEEHOLD TEMS - APPLIANCES - ANTIGUES
TERMS: PERSOMAL PROFERTY: Cash. Caskiers Check wire branafer or good check with proper 10, or VisaMasier Card day o
guetien / pckup. & credit cand may be reguired to ragister. Other online bidding 1emms apply, sea kesslerauction.com for
datais. MOTE: A 10% Buyars Pramium will be added 1o all winning bids to determine the final zales and purchaze price. ALL
BUYERS NOT HNOWH BY KESSLER AUCTION & REALTY C0. MUST HAVE A Baki LETTER OF GUARAKTEE ADDRESSED TO MESSLER ALCTHON &
REALTY 0. OR CERTIRED FUNDS. THE RIGHT 5 RESESVED T4 HOLD ANY AUTO, ANY EQUIPWENT OF AKY TEM LINTIL FUNDS ARE VERFED.
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VISIT OUR WEE SITE: www.hesslerauction.com FOR BROCHURES, PLATS, AND BIDDING INFO OR
CONTACT JOHN M. KESSLER, PRINCIPAL REAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEER OR
JOHN WAYNE KESSLER, REAL ESTATE BROKER & ALUCTIONEER AT 270 -465-7051.

JOHM M. KESSLER
Friwdzed Frods - Sachorssr
JOHM WAYNE HKESSLER

Eroder - fucacres:

MARSHA ATWOGD

Felan A2500 AP BT e
MIKE FRICE
Galem fiss0s - Suchonesr

& AUCTION & REALTY CO. i

A EAST BROADNWWAY, CAMPEELLSVILLE, KY, - PHOMNE 27046570151
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State FFA convention to be held online June 30-July 2

This year’s Kentucky State FFA Con-
vention will be held completely online,
from June 30 through July 2. This will be
a historic first for Kentucky FFA, which
has hosted an in-person state convention
every year since 1930. Last year approx-
imately 2,800 students, teachers and
supporters attended.

When state leaders realized an in-per-
son convention was not going to be pos-
sible because of the COVID-19
pandemic, they immediately started
looking for alternative ways to give Ken-
tucky FFA members opportunities to
gather virtually, compete, and receive
recognition.

“We have a convention to recognize
our members,” said Brandon Davis,
state agricultural education specialist
and the Kentucky state FFA advisor.
“We have thousands of young people
who have dedicated this year and nu-
merous years to their goals — whether
that’s been competing on an ag sales
team, working on their SAE, or running
for state office. We want to do every-
thing we can to provide them a platform
to reach those goals.”

This year’s state convention will be a
pre-recorded, produced event that will
kick off at 7:30 p.m. EDT on Tuesday,

June 30, and will continue each evening
through July 2. According to Davis,
there will be student recognition for win-
ners of career development events, agri-
science fair, speaking events, and middle
school events. Other highlights include
recognition of regional stars in agricul-
ture, naming of the 2020 state stars, and
presentation of state FFA officers for the
upcoming year.

There will even be an online concert
via social media on the Wednesday of
convention, with rising country music
star Tyler Booth, a former Wolfe County
FFA member. Booth will perform songs
requested by FFA members and host a
Q&A event.

Organizers are also planning a virtual
career expo that will allow convention
participants to interact with companies
and universities who may be interested
in recruiting FFA members.

“We want these sessions to be engag-
ing,” said Davis. “We’ll have online activ-
ities and events leading up to the
convention — opportunities for people to
submit pictures and videos that will be
used during the event, and ways to win
prizes. This can’t have exactly the same
look and feel as every convention before
it, but we definitely want it to be mean-

ingful.”

The fact that FFA has decided to host
a virtual state convention means that as
most students are wrapping up their NTI
assignments and putting away their
Chromebooks for the summer, FFA
members are still engaged in projects
and are hard at work preparing to partic-
ipate in state-level speech contests, ca-
reer development events, and more via a
variety of online platforms.

“It takes a whole different level of
commitment and work to be willing to
do this,” said Davis. “There’s not a sin-
gle FFA member who paid their FFA
dues in August who thought this was
what the end of the school year would
look like. We see our members saying
that, ‘Just because things are different,
my commitment to the goals I've set
hasn’t changed. Maybe this isn’t the eas-
iest way to be involved, but I'm going to
make it work.” That’s going to be one of
our biggest bright spots when this
whole thing is over.”

Volunteers and Sponsors Needed
for Convention
Kentucky FFA is currently seeking

volunteers to serve as judges for the up-
coming state competitions associated
with the convention. Volunteers might
judge speeches via an online platform
like ZOOM or Microsoft Teams, or they
may help score career development
events in which students are virtually
participating. Events will take place be-
tween June 19 and June 26. If you are in-
terested in serving as a judge for this
year’s convention, fill out an interest
form at
forms.gle/B91Cru2MX20PQJMt6.

Additionally, because FFA members
will still be receiving recognition and
awards for their efforts, sponsors are
still needed for the state FFA conven-
tion.

McKinney said that sponsors will be
recognized during convention through
video spotlights and social media
shoutouts.

“Students will be in their homes,
watching with their families,” said McK-
inney. “I believe we're going to have
thousands of more eyes on convention
than we typically do. We’re working re-
ally hard to make it an excellent, top
notch event.”
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West Kentucky Select
Bred Heifer Sale

Selling 200 Fall Calving Bred Heifers

S

Saturday, June 6, 2020
12:00 Noon central Time

Kentucky-Tennessee Livestock Warket
Guthrie, Kenfucky
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Off-Site Bidding Available

Kevin Laurent, Universily of Kenlucky [270) 625-0894
Mark Barnett, KY-TH Livestock Market {270 4832504
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Equipment Location: 9235 Old Munfordville Rd. Cave City, KY

HM For a Complete List of Equipment, Visit our Website
www.HaleyAuctionsAndRealty.com

(270) 726-2900
PrincipalBroker/Auctioneer, Tim Haley
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For Sale Beef Farm Equipment Dairy

FOR SALE: Registered FOR SALE: Registered BUYING AND SELLING FOR SALE: Quality reg.
polled Hereford bulls and Gel- Angus cows, calves and FARM EQUIPMENT: Call Holstein bulls, ready for

JOhn Deere 5055E bvieh bulls. Call Clifford heifers for sale. Call Ridge Mike Mason Equipment (on (. " b Kuegal at

Farms at 859-234-6956. TFN  View Angus at 606-787- the Ky.-Tn. state line). Call
7307. Kings Mountain, Ky.  615-384-5023 or 615-347- 270-316-0351. Owensboro,

512 loader 5023. TFN  Ky. TFN
WANTED: Wanting to buy 28  m————

2wd - L 4-row JD_c tion notill Timber

Hillside Acres | ;egiiit=-

450 hours gg?g em'“glsz' MONEY GROWS ON
TREES: Looking for walnut,
9 speed EU bank’ Ky Eiggmaa“d > > g]t white oak and red oak trees.
$21,500 dry gn ﬁﬁ% Will also harvest other
T“w pU6-748-8833. species. Certified logger, ref-

Custom Silage Bagger Rental | 2681

Flemingsburg, Ky. 4/16  erences available. Will travel.

8 ft John Deere mower $4 500

Call Eli Miller Logging at 270-
Call Charlie for details. Finance options available! 71t 8 it., & 9 ft. Bags 524-29'\;37 agd 'gg\t/;? aBmES-
Call 859-608-9745 Plastic Sheeting s Bures 121550
www.RedBarnandAssociates.com 25’x100° 51" Hybrid Netwrap WOOD SHAVINGS FOR
up to 60°x200° 67 Hybrid Netwrap
30” Flavor Seal 48" Blue Magic ANIMAL BEDDING
Comprehensive Nutrient Bale Wrap Netwrap Clean » Natural
s tans 48" Hybrid Netwrap ~ Sisal and Plastic Twine Absorbent  Baled or Bulk

Buyers of Red Cedar and Pine Logs

- Livestock manure Call for prices

managemeat 606-423-4271 * 606-802-5748
* Water quality BMPs Ben Koostra
* Permitting and WRCE Technical Service Provider

compliance Professional Enginesr & A
- Loxington, Kentucky . \\F':E:ﬁlhr
benkoostraElimestonscooper.com Services
B59-550-4662

SHAVINGS, INC.
LEASING REGISTERD RED ANGUS BULLS

Auctions 2-Year-Olds — Phone 270-789-9611 » Fax 270-789-4901
High EPDs
Semen tested and have been 1001 New Columbia Rd.
Consign your Equipment Today! e ase $1.050 Campbelisville, Ky. 42718

Online Only Equipment Auctions — 1 Year Lease $1,750 w/option to buy

EVERY WEDNESDAY READY TO GO FEB. 19-NOV. 20 For sale: JD 5065

MAY 14-FEB. 20

Call 270-617-0324 67 Hp
ﬁ Hﬂhtd r ny.r H ed I E-ﬂﬂtﬁ [ i e Only 241 hours
Consultants SN:100526

--"'T"‘-—-___._.—F'
Real Estate Clean tractor
Reverser
12 speed

Bucket

$21,500

270-92 6-2727 {g Jim May Call Charlie for details. Finance options available!
- Cell: (606) 669-1651
mayhavenfarm@gmail.com Call 859-608-9745

Fon- abl youn farm. seedd needs. www.RedBarnandAssociates.com

EVERYTHING BEGINS
WITH A SEED.
Ll n Eue%.z- HoLe choose the night one.

Crline Ricdding Powsrid By

AuctionTime.com

MAYIIAVEN FARM
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owensboroky-realestate.com
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Kentucky Irrigation Co.| [ AlSizes of Silage Bags & Bunker Covers

. — S X Iy R S— Ag Bag & Kelly Ryan Baggers
ow 1n our 105t erving Kentucky and Surrounding States Since . .
consecutive year IH TRACTOR '3 ow & U : od g Ma For Sale or Rent « Stretch Film e Silo Doors
i nure .
of manufacturing PARTS Irrigati Equi t + Parts Available for Hanson, Valmetal, Badger®,
Ribstone Sils BATES CORPORATION ‘frigation e . . .
We spocialize in 7 e sobon W assos _Equipment Pumps, reels, Silo Matic, P & D, Van Dale, Starline, James Way
quality materials Parts, Dismantled, Cleaned & Pipes, sprinklers, drag hose « Valmetal Vertical Mixers 250-1100CF
and accurate Ready for Shipment guns, travelers, systems
fieg  workmanship. We Ship UPS, center pivots & drip
New silos & silo repair Truck

Several used silos available CHECK OUT OUR MO“T Call 859-254- 7022 TT' N G LY s' Los

R WEB SPECIALS www.kentuckyirrigation.com 502'252'7300

Rlbstone SllOS CALL THE IH PARTS z \ /
Urbana, OH 43078 SPECIALISTS TOLL FREE:

Phone: (937) 653-7429 e

Services

Russell County Stockyards £~

e ALL vour KY HOOP BARNS

Have livestock questions?
Need information?

Farm F Needs! 32x72 You Build: $5,750 - We Build: $8,750
arm Fencing Needs! 32x96 You Build: $7,500 - We Build: $11,500

- - *Includes everything except concrete around post and Ca" Mlke Loy at
\)l(/Ar 1_]llr 1 800 837 2551 metal on the sides. 270_250_3554
[.umber & Post

Joe Paul Mattingly =i
totalfarmandfence.com P aywickc KY 4006, CLASSIFIED ?
ORDER FORM
Office: 270-465-2679  Fax: 270-465-8239 - Mobile: 270-469-0398

é Raywick, KY 40060
NAME:
Silage Bags * Bunker Covers ¢ Hay Covers

i ADDRESS:
Stretch Film ¢ Net Wrap * Twine

Silage Baggers & Hay Wrappers for Sale or Rent
Parts & Services Offered!

Farmers Serving Farmers

COWHERD EQUIPMENT, INC. oot rone: 270-699-1499

1483 Old Summersville Rd. « Campbellsville « cowerdequipment.com

Up Rarth SN Hemlock Barn Siding PHONE:
ome See Us For , ,

ﬁ Plastics Your Mixer Wagon Parts, 8'to16 Lengths
Mado nthe US A Services & Repairs!

1x4 24¢ Lft « 1x6 35¢ Lft « 1x8 54¢ Lft
1x10 75¢ Lft « 1x12 $1.00 Lft
: Treated Fence Post
Services 4” x7$5.99 « 4" x 8 $6.99
5”x7 $8.39 « 5" x8 $9.59
6”x7 $9.99 « 6”x8 $12.39

Fence Boards

EED AND PET !
ARSI 1x6-16" Hemlock $5.60 « 1x6-16’ Oak $9.19
E< PURINA BB BECK'S

1x6-16’ Treated Poplar $7.99
@3@5 men v EBREY N .

Pro7:

MiraFount
e |

Used Guardrail
3 13°6” $29.99 - 26"  $62.99
&ECILIIFMENT

B0 ACHER AH, P ﬁ @@ _ A.W. Graham Lumber LLC

All prices are FOB

o Mpricesars FOB - Y $20 for 2 issues
’ emingshurg ; 20 words or less
270-384-2209 , Call for Delivered Pricing (50¢ per word after 20 words)
1011 Campbellsville Rd. E 606-845-9663 Mail form to:
ﬂ Columbia, Ky. 42728 - 2 www.grahamlumber.com The Farmer’s Pride
P.O. Box 159
DrayandDay Feed.com

Columbia, KY 42728
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from the Kentucky Corn Growers Association and Kentucky Corn Promotion Council

Export Partners Report Business as Usual;
Red Meat Exports Stronger in First Quarter

KyCorn utilizes the expertise of
several trade promotion groups to help
maove corn and corn products. Through
agency reports, exports of grain and
meat remain strong despite many other
cconomic disruptions.

The U.S. Grains Council (USGC)
remains committed to the mission of
developing markets, enabling trade and
improving lives. USGC staff keep com-
munications open with customers and
governments in the Unired States and
around the world.

In a letter to customers, USGC
shared important updates on the status
of the U.S. grain export infrastructure.
Ryan LeGrand, USGC president and
chief exccutive officer, said operations
are continuing largely as normal, at

this time, with the exception of some
concerns indirectly related to the
coronavirus from a lack of containers.

“The efficiency of the U.S. grain sup-
ply chain aids in this process,™ LeGrand
said. “Much of ULS. agriculture and
export infrastructure — from farms to
ports = is relatively isolated. Most export
facilities operate with limived employees,
sometimes as few as two or three, and
increasingly benefit from automarion,
which creates efficiencies, reduces costs
and keeps operations in line with social
distancing guidelines.”

At the natonal level, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS) and
the LLS. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) have declared U.S, agriculture
and food infrastructure and the employ-
ees who work within it as ®essential ,|®

meaning they will continue to operate
as normally as possible throughout this
Crisis.

The US Meat Export Federation,
which promotes red meat exports on
behalf of KyCorn, has reported demand
for high-quality ULS. red meat remained
strong in the first quarter of 2020,
Through March, U.S. exports of both
pork and beef were on a record pace and
accounted for a growing share of U S.
production, even with record production
levels. However, supply chain disruptions
in the U.S, are expected to slow exports
in April and May, Fueled by trade agree-
ments with Japan and China, USMEF
forecasts record levels of exports for ULS.
beef and pork in 2020, based on global
supply and demand fundamentals,

Learn more at www.,kycorn,org.

KyCorn Awards Scholarships for Ninth Year
$46,000 Donated and Gifted by Farmer Leaders

The Kentucky Corn Growers Association is proud to announce the recipients of the 2020,/2021 scholarship
program. Scholarships are available to member families, and students must pursue degrees or certificates in
agriculture or a related field from a Kentucky school. Applications are open each winter and are due in March.

Abbey Dickerson,
of Woodburn, has received
a KyCorn scholarship for

three consecutive years. She

studies Agriculture Educa-
tion at the University of
Kentucky and has plans
of becoming an extension
agent.

Chloe Holloway is
the recipient of the James
Barton Memorial Scholar-
ship, She is studying Family
and Consumer Sciences at
the University of Kentucky.
Chloe is from Gracey, and
is the daughter of Tony and
Sherry Holloway.

Ashley Hinton
graduated from Breckin-
ridge County High School
and has been accepted to
the University of Kentucky
to study Agriculture
Education. She is the
daughrer of Carol and
Steve Hinton.

Addison Allen, of
Bowling Green, graduated
from South Warren County
High School and will be
attending Murray State to
study Agriculture Science.
Her parents are Tom and
Jennifer Tucker.

w $2.2 Billion

Total Annual Value of All
Kentucky Agricultural
Exports

$751 Million

Total Value of Grain Trade
to Kentucky's Economy

$191 Million

Value of Whole Corn
e~ BExported

$4.3 Million
Value of Ethanol Exported

2018 was a record year for
ethanol exports, and it is
continuing to grow,

$5 Million

Value of KY DDGS and
CGF Exported

.”” $44.2 Million
&
1

Value of Com Equivalent
to Meat & Eggs Exported

18,000

Number of Kentucky Jobs
Supported by Agricultural
Exports

3,428

Number of Jobs Added
to Kentucky Workforce
through Grain Trade

Source: USDA-ERS 'S




