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COLUMBIA, Ky. - Gary Hatcher’s

first job was milking cows at the age

of 13. Since then, dairying is the only

job he has ever known. 

“I have never worked a public job,”

Hatcher said. “My wife says that’s

probably a good thing.” 

Hatcher owns and runs a 300-acre

farm in Adair County and milks 200

cows twice a day for 3.5 hours at a

time. 

“We milk every morning at 3:30

a.m. and every afternoon at 3:30

p.m.,” Hatcher said.

Hatcher, employee Zack Northrup

and on occasion Hatcher’s two

daughters and wife are the ones who

keep the farm running.

“The girls will feed the calves,”

Hatcher said. “My wife will pitch in

when it is needed.”

His wife Terri works as an aide at

the local school. Their daughters

Shelby, 15, and Rachel, 11, feed the

calves and help take care of the other

animals around the farm. 

Two and a half years ago, Hatcher

built a new state-of-the-art milking

parlor with the help of Josh Kemp

from Dairy Express Services in Co-

lumbia. 

The vacuum-on-demand system

that speeds up the vacuum pump as

needed and a double-10 swing-over

gives Hatcher the ability to milk 10

cows at a time while having 20 in the

parlor. 

Hatcher says this not only sped up

his milking time, it also allowed him

to add approximately 100 cows to his

milking herd. 

Kemp says the fact that a single

person is able to milk 200 cows in

three and a half hours including

wash time shows just how impressive

Hatcher’s new parlor is. 

One of the variables that drastically

Gary Hatcher’s pack barn adds to his milk production and uses very little energy. The pack barn is one of several recent im-
provements on Hatcher’s farm.

SEE UPGRADES, PAGE 3

Upgrades improve Hatcher’s
milking time and energy cost

JUNE IS DAIRY MONTH: We salute Kentucky’s dairy

producers.

Hemp plants are germinating in Kentucky

soil after a long battle that pitted Kentucky’s

agriculture community against the federal

government.

Hemp seeds on their way to test plots in the

commonwealth were held up for weeks by

the federal government, but the seed finally

made it to the Kentucky Department of Agri-

culture on May 23. Since then, planting has

been underway to cover 13 acres of test plots

in various universities.

U.S. Customs officials held up the seed in

Louisville at the direction of the Drug En-

forcement Administration. The seeds were

sourced from Italy through Original Green

Distribution, of Prescott, Wis., which special-

izes in green, bio-based building materials,

including hemp. OGD has an interest in

building the infrastructure for domestic in-

dustrial hemp production.

The agriculture department filed suit

against the federal government on May 14,

seeking the release of the 250-pound seed

shipment. Defendants in the lawsuit included

the Justice Department, DEA, U.S. Customs

and Border Protection, and Attorney General

Eric Holder. 

During negotiations, the state’s ag depart-

ment registered with DEA to import hemp

seeds. Federal officials also inspected the de-

partment’s facilities where the seeds would

be stored for a short time before they were

sent to fields. The seeds would be safe-

guarded behind multiple locked doors and in

locked containers, KDA chief of staff Holly

Harris VonLuehrte said.

One sticking point was a permit for state

agriculture officials to distribute the seeds.

Hemp seed
planted 

Follows legal battle
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Changes coming to

fruit, vegetable,

wild rice planting 
LEXINGTON – USDA’s Farm Service Agency has an-

nounced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that af-

fect producers who intend to participate in certain

programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014. 

“Similar to previous programs that we’ve administered,

planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on base acres on a

farm can result in a payment reduction for program par-

ticipants,” said John W. McCauley, State Executive Direc-

tor for the Kentucky FSA. 

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture

Risk Coverage or Price Loss Coverage programs are sub-

ject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and

nuts, vegetables or wild rice are planted on the payment

acres of a farm.  Payment reductions do not apply to

mung beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas.  Planting

fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not consid-

ered payment acres will not result in a payment

reduction.  Farms that are eligible to participate in

ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may

plant unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild rice for that

year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that

year.  Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected.

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice

on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-acre pay-

ment reduction when those crops are planted on either

more than 15 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled

in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than

35 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC

using the individual coverage.

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a

double-cropping practice will not cause a payment reduc-

tion if the farm is in a double-cropping region as desig-

nated by the USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation.

For additional information on fruit, vegetable and wild

rice rules, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local

USDA Service Center.

Call 

800-489-9454

to advertise in

our next issue!



RICHMOND, Va. (AP) – An interna-

tional rights group is pushing the federal

government and the tobacco industry to

take limit how children can work on U.S.

tobacco farms. 

A report released by Human Rights

Watch claims that children as young as 7

are sometimes working long hours in

fields harvesting nicotine and pesticide-

laced tobacco leaves under sometimes

hazardous conditions. Most of what the

group documented is legal, but it wants

cigarette makers to push for safety on

farms from which they buy tobacco.

Human Rights Watch details findings

from interviews with more than 140 chil-

dren working on farms in North Car-

olina, Kentucky, Tennessee and

Virginia, where a majority of the coun-

try’s tobacco is grown. 

“The U.S. has failed America’s families

by not meaningfully protecting child

farmworkers from dangers to their

health and safety, including on tobacco

farms,’’ said Margaret Wurth, children’s

rights researcher and co-author of the

report.

Human Rights Watch met with many

of the world’s biggest cigarette makers

and tobacco suppliers to discuss its find-

ings and push them to adopt or

strengthen policies to prevent the prac-

tices in their supply chains. 

The companies say they are con-

cerned about child labor in their supply

chains and have developed standards,

including requiring growers to provide a

safe work environment and adhere to

child labor laws, the group said. 

“This report uncovers serious child

labor abuses that should not occur on

any farm, anywhere,’’ Andre Calant-

zopoulos, CEO of Philip Morris Interna-

tional Inc., the world’s second-biggest

cigarette seller, said in a statement.

“More work remains to be done to elimi-

nate child and other labor abuses in to-

bacco growing.’’ 

Altria Group Inc., owner of the nation’s

biggest cigarette maker, Philip Morris

USA, said it wants suppliers to follow the

law. But Altria spokesman Jeff Caldwell

also said that restricting tobacco work to

people 18 and over “is really contrary to

a lot of the current practices that are in

place in the U.S. and is at odds in these

communities where family farming is re-

ally a way of life.’’

About 736,500 children under 18 were

reported to have worked on U.S. farms

in 2012, but there are no figures for chil-

dren working on tobacco farms, accord-

ing to the federally funded National

Children’s Center for Rural and Agricul-

tural Health and Safety. 

Less than 1 percent of U.S. farmland

grows tobacco, according to the 2012

Census of Agriculture. 

According to the Human Rights Watch

report, U.S. agriculture labor laws allow

children to work longer hours at

younger ages and in more hazardous

conditions than children in any other in-

dustry. With their parent’s permission,

children as young as 12 can be hired for

unlimited hours outside of school hours

on a farm of any size. And there’s no

minimum age for children to work on

small farms. 

In 2011, the Labor Department pro-

posed changes that would have prohib-

ited children under 16 from working on

tobacco farms, but they were withdrawn

in 2012. 

Nearly three-quarters of the children

interviewed in 2012 and 2013 reported

vomiting, nausea and headaches while

working on tobacco farms. The symp-

toms they reported are consistent with

nicotine poisoning often called Green

Tobacco Sickness, which occurs when

workers absorb nicotine through their

skin while handling tobacco plants. 

Those interviewed, many of whom

were children of Hispanic immigrants

but were often U.S. citizens themselves,

also reported working long hours, often

in extreme heat, without overtime pay

or sufficient breaks and wore no, or in-

adequate, protective gear. 

“The conditions are inhumane andc.

they should improve them,’’ said 17-

year-old Erick Garcia, of Kinston, N.C.

who has been working in tobacco fields

since he was 11 to help his family earn

more money. 

Additionally, Garcia said kids should

primarily focus on school and shouldn’t

be in the fields. 

“That’s not a place for children,’’ he

said. 

Republican Kentucky state Sen. Paul

Hornback, who started working in to-

bacco fields when he was 10 and now

farms about 100 acres of tobacco  in

Shelby County, said he adheres to fed-

eral regulations to keep his workers safe

but doesn’t believe further restrictions

are needed. 

“People get pretty extreme about try-

ing to protect everybody from every-

thing,’’ Hornback said. “It’s hard manual

labor, but there’s nothing wrong with

hard manual labor.’’
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Report highlights child labor on U.S. tobacco farms
‘This report uncovers

serious child labor abuses

that should not occur on

any farm, anywhere.’

Andre Calantzopoulos
CEO of Philip Morris International Inc.

PIKEVILLE (AP) - Alltech, an internationally known

natural animal nutrition and health products company,

will begin operating a distillery and brewery in eastern

Kentucky.

The Lexington Herald-Leader reports Alltech has

agreed to purchase a former funeral home in down-

town Pikeville that will serve as the location.

The company already operates a brewery and distill-

ery in central Kentucky and a distillery in Ireland,

where Alltech founder Pearse Lyons is from.

Some leaders in economically depressed eastern

Kentucky are looking to tourism to help reinvigorate

the region, and they are using the success of Gatlin-

burg, Tenn., as a model.

One major draw to that area is the Ole Smoky Moon-

shine Distillery.

Alltech has diverse interests, but recently has fo-

cused efforts in Ireland.

“When I think of eastern Kentucky and I think of

Pikeville, I think of Ireland and its history,’’ Lyons said. 

“The connections are phenomenal... From the blue-

grass music that we call traditional music here to our

history of whiskey, the connections run deep,’’ Lyons

said. “Therefore, for me to get involved in Pikeville and

eastern Kentucky, it is just natural. Our vision with this

project is not only about job creation but making east-

ern Kentucky more of a destination and economic

hub.’’

Alltech plans distillery, brewery in Pikeville
The company said in a statement that more details

would be forthcoming.

“This is the first aspect of a multipart investment All-

tech plans to make in eastern Kentucky. We look for-

ward to announcing additional details on our eastern

Kentucky project next month,’’ the statement said.

Jared Arnett, president and CEO of the Southeast

Kentucky Chamber of Commerce in Pikeville, said his

group was “definitely excited about Alltech being in-

volved.’’

Arnett said he showed Alltech officials several sites

that could be used for multiple purposes.

“They have a wide range of investments and opportu-

nities they are looking at in eastern Kentucky. This is

just one piece of the puzzle,’’ Arnett said. 

“To have a company the size of Alltech looking at

multiple things, from a distillery to agriculture, up-

wards of 10 projects, is great.’’

Investment aims at

tourism, economic

growth for eastern Ky. 
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UK plants hemp seed test plot after legal battle ends
FROM PAGE 1

Federa l d rug o ffic ia ls in itia lly w an ted to know pre-

c ise ly how m uch seed w ou ld go to each p ro jec t, V on-

Lueh rte sa id .

C omm issioner Jam es C om er ca lled the seed stando ff

an exam ple o f an overreach ing federa l governm en t.

H e sa id the DEA perm itting p rocess w ou ld have im -

posed undue burdens on the p ilo t p ro jec ts .

A ssistan t U .S . A tto rney B en Schecter sa id the DEA

would exped ite any rev iew so a perm it cou ld be issued

w ith in days o f the app lica tion . H is comm en ts cam e

during a M ay 16 conference p resided over by U .S . D is-

tric t Iudge John G . H eyburn II.

"W e're comm itted to being a partner, no t an adver-

sary ," he sa id .

N EGOT IAT IONS AT FEDERAL LEVEL

W hile nego tia tions con tinued in K en tucky , U .S . A gri-

cu ltu re Secre tary Tom V ilsack sa id h is agency w as try -

ing to reso lve a con flic t be tw een w hat the farm b ill

perm its and w hat federa l d rug law s proh ib it. G row ing

hem p w ithou t a federa l perm it w as banned in 1970 due

to its c lassifica tion as a con tro lled substance re la ted to

m arijuana . T h is year's fa rm b ill, how ever, lega lized

hem p production fo r research purposes in sta tes

w here hem p production is lega l under sta te law .

U .S . S en . M itch M cConnell m et w ith D EA Adm in is-

tra to r M ichele L eonhart on M ay 21 . M cConnell, w ho

requested the m eeting , sa id in a sta tem en t afte r the

m eeting tha t D EA w as using its "fin ite resou rces to

Photo by Matt Barton, University of Kentucky College of Agriculture stym ie p la in ly law fu l hem p p ilo t p ro jec ts a t the very

Dr. Rich Mundell of the Kentucky Tobacco Research and Development Center loaded hemp seed into a grain drill last tim e K en tucky is fac ing g row ing th rea ts from hero in

week at the University of Kentucky Spindletop Research Farm in Lexington. add ic tion and o ther d rug abuse ."

"I ca lled on the DEA Adm in istra to r to re lease the in -

dustria l hem p seeds so tha t K en tucky can beg in its

p ilo t p rog ram . I a lso stressed tha t as the au tho r o f the

industria l hem p prov ision , the in ten t o f th is p rov ision

SEE HEM P , PAGE 14

Insurance
1-800-499-3911 Winchester, Kentucky

Crop Insurance Speciohst Since 1978

Livestock Risk Protection- Another Risk Management Option

L. Eddie Gilkison
345 Calloway White Hd. • Winchester, Ky, 40391-9771

Cell 877-774-3530
E-mail: eddie@fedcrop.com

Best M ateria ls , Q uality W orkm ansh ip , O ver
30 years experience , and a 2S year w arran ty ,

Contact I'0ur IOCIII~ tlelller tOt/III', IIntl
Don't lorgel 101181ta"oufour 8ummer 8,eciaI8/

Ron Bagwell Kerry Driskill Dennis Martin Sleve Starr Charles Hensley
Lebanon, KY Russellville, KY Marion, KY Madisonville, KY Hustonville, KY
270-692-7877 270-726-1873 270-965-9468 270·875·2003 606-346-9465

Donald Reed Chad Chapman Donald Cain Garnett Owens Randy Porter
Shelbyville, KY Olaton, KY Stanford, KY Bowling Green, KY Owensboro, KY
502-834-7894 270·274-9121 606-365-2596 270-781-9559 270-926-8903

Roy Dale Randy Hamilton Victor Mabry Eddie Craig Leon Pike
Clinton, KY Fort Wright, KY Olive Hill, KY Campbellsville, KY Brandenburg, KY
270-653-4187 859-578-8080 606-286-6007 270-465-4811 270-496-4504

www.hardyheater.com 1-800-542-7395 bates@hardyheater.com



LMA member auctions have your best interests in mind.

In the livestock business, success is based on established relationships and trust. Members of the Livestock Marketing

Association have a vested interest in helping livestock producers stay in business, and thrive even in these challenging

times.

We're here to ensure:

• You earn top dollar for your livestock

• Receive immediate payment whether the market receives payment or not

• Hassle-free compliance with state and federal livestock disease trace and other health rules

• Your animals are handled humanely to reduce shrink and stress

• You complete all documentation needed for packers and COOL compliance

Auction markets that belong to the LMA are the most

professional and reliable markets in the business.

KENTUCKY
LIVESTOCK MARKETING ASSOCIATION

(901)482-3011 • jcarter@lmaweb.com

t
LM~

To find LMA members in your area caU1-S00-S21-2048 or visit www.lmaweb.com. LIVESTOCK MARKHINC ASSOCIATION
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WASHINGTON - The EPA and the
Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed defini-
tion of “waters of the U.S.” has raised
grave concern from cattle producers
across the country.  Jack Field, cattle
rancher and Washington Cattlemen’s As-
sociation executive vice president, testified
before the House of Representatives Small
Business Committee to discuss the over-
regulation and impeding impacts of the
rule for rural America.  

“First and foremost, the cattle industry
prides itself on being good stewards of our
country’s natural resources,” said Field,
who owns and operates a cattle operation
in Washington. 

“We maintain open spaces, healthy
rangelands, preserve wildlife habitat, and
provide the country with the juicy ribeyes
we all love to throw on the grill. However,
to provide all these important functions,
cattlemen must be able to operate without
excessive federal burdens.”

The National Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-
tion believes the proposed definition of
“waters of the United States” expands the
federal jurisdiction to include essentially
all waters across the country, subjecting
landowners to increased regulation and

fines of up to $37,500 per day.
The increase in liability will chill

landowner participation in conservation
activities by making the Natural Resources
Conservation Service a regulatory compli-
ance agency. 

Field testified that the EPA and the
Corps’ interpretive rule would make NRCS
standards mandatory for all conservation
activities, despite whether they are volun-
tary or cost shared.  

“This didn’t have to be the result,” said
Field. “All the agencies had to do was en-
gage stakeholders early on in the process,
incorporate our suggestions and we would
be much farther along in crafting a rule
that actually clarifies the scope of Clean
Water Act jurisdiction. There was zero out-
reach to the agriculture community before
the rule was proposed and before the in-
terpretive rule went into effect. We are
now left with a proposal that doesn’t work
for small businesses, doesn’t work for cat-
tle ranchers, and doesn’t work for the envi-
ronment.”NCBA strongly opposes EPA
and the Corps’ definition and encourages
producers and small business owners to
submit comments to the EPA. The com-
ment deadline is July 21.

Cattleman tells Congress EPA’s land
grab will kill conservation participation� 

is to allow states departments of agricul-
ture and universities to explore the
commercial use of industrial hemp as a
means for job creation and economic
development. The language expressly
exempts hemp from federal regulation
for these defined purposes,” McConnell
said.

SEED RELEASED

The following day, DEA announced it
would release the seed and it was in the
hands of KDA officials one day later.

“This is an historic day for Kentucky,”
Comer said. “I’m thrilled that this or-
deal is over and now we can go forward
with the pilot programs.”

After a holiday weekend, the Univer-
sity of Kentucky began planting the
seed at Spindletop Farm.

“The University of Kentucky’s pilot
program will help us recover much of
the knowledge about industrial hemp
production that has been lost since

hemp was last grown in Kentucky,”
Comer said. “I’m grateful to UK and the
other institutions that are participating
in the hemp pilot programs. With their
help, we will bring industrial hemp back
to Kentucky and with it new jobs and
new farm income.”

Scientists in UK’s College of Agricul-
ture, Food and Environment will con-
duct two trials for fiber production and
one for seed production. They will seek
to identify varieties best suited for Ken-
tucky, measure yields of fiber and
seeds, and study potential weed, dis-
ease, and insect problems.

“This day is the result of a year and a
half of work by the Kentucky Industrial
Hemp Commission, the General Assem-
bly, and my staff at the Kentucky De-
partment of Agriculture,” Comer said.
“It’s also the result of many years of
work by legislators, farmers, and many
others who understood that industrial
hemp has the potential to bring new
farm income and jobs to Kentucky.”

By Associated Press and Staff Reports

FROM PAGE 12

Dr. David Williams of the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and Envi-
ronment held seed used in a hemp planting last week at the University of Kentucky
Spindletop Research Farm in Lexington.

Photo by Matt Barton, University of Kentucky College of Agriculture

HEMP: Test plots now being planted



Hart County Fair, 
Munfordville, June 30-
July 5. 

Lincoln County Fair, 
Stanford, June 30-July 5. 

Marion County Fair,
Lebanon, June 30-July 5. 

Trimble County Fair, 
Bedford, June 30-July 5. 

Whitley County Fair,
Williamsburg, July 1. 

Madison County Fair,
Richmond, July 1. 

Harrison County Fair,
Cynthiana, July 3-12. 

Adair County Fair, 
Columbia, July 7-12. 

Hardin County Fair, 
Glendale, July 7-12. 

McCreary County Fair,
Pine Knot, July 7-12. 

Jessamine County Fair,
Nicholasville, July 7-12. 

Breckinridge County Fair,
Hardinsburg, July 7-12. 

Ballard County Fair, 
La Center, July 7-18.

Laurel County Fair, 
London, July 8-12.

Barren County Fair, 
Temple Hill, July 10-19. 

Lexington Lions Bluegrass
Fair, Lexington, July 10-
20.

Henderson County Fair,
Henderson, July 11-17. 

Owen County Fair, 
Owenton, July 12-19
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It’s county fair time in Kentucky!
Carlisle County Fair,
Bardwell, June 3-7

Murray-Calloway Fair,
Murray, June 9-14. 

Shelby County Fair, 
Shelbyville, June 9-14. 

Metcalfe County Fair, 
Edmonton, June 9-14. 

McLean County Fair, 
Calhoun, June 10-14. 

Woodford County Fair, 
Versailles, June 13-21. 

Clark County Fair, 
Winchester, June 14-21. 

Gallatin County Fair, 
Warsaw, June 14-21. 

Union County Fair, 
Sturgis, June 16-21. 

Clinton County Fair, 
Albany, June 16-21. 

Bullitt County Fair, 
Shepherdsville, June 16-
21. 

Green County Fair,
Greensburg, June 16-21. 

Lawrenceburg Fair,
Lawrenceburg, June 21-
28. 

Allen County Fair,
Scottsville, June 22-June
28. 

LaRue County Fair, 
Hodgenville, June 23.

Bourbon County Fair,
Paris, June 23-28.

Garrard County Fair, 
Lancaster, June 23-28. 

McCracken County Fair,
Paducah, June 23-28. 

Scott County Fair, 
Georgetown, June 24-28. 

Franklin-Simpson Fair,
Franklin, June 26-28.

Western Kentucky State
Fair, Hopkinsville, June
27-July 5. 

Wayne County Fair, 
Monticello, June 27-July
5.  

Estill County Fair, 
Irvine, June 28-July 5.

Henry County Fair, 
New Castle, June 30-
July 5. 

Trimble County Fair, 
Bedford, June 30-July 5. 
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LEXINGTON – University of Ken-
tucky College of Agriculture, Food and
Environment scientists have identified
more key components to activating dis-
ease resistance in plants.
“This work is important because it

connects the different puzzle pieces of
systemic immunity, so we can begin to
see the connections between the pieces
and the framework of an overall pic-
ture,” said Aardra Kachroo.
Aardra Kachroo and her husband

Pradeep Kachroo are researchers in the
UK Department of Plant Pathology and
study plant responses to microbial
pathogens. They study resistance path-

ways that when triggered can fend off
oomycete, fungal, bacterial and viral
pathogens.  Some of these pathways
exist in all organisms.
Researchers in their labs found that

cell-signaling molecules nitric oxide and
reactive oxygen species are required to
start systemic acquired resistance. This
form of resistance protects plants
against secondary infections. When ge-
netic mutations in plants prevent the
production of either nitric oxide or reac-
tive oxygen species, the plant cannot
produce systemic acquired resistance.
“Nitric oxide and reactive oxygen

species are already well known to be as-

Discovery made in plant disease resistance

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) – A federal
grand jury recently indicted five south-
eastern Ohio men on charges including
theft of public money in an alleged
scheme to defraud a federal crop assis-
tance program.
All five of the men from Meigs County

also were indicted in U.S. District Court
last week on charges of conspiracy and
conspiracy to commit money launder-
ing. 
Two of the men were indicted on

money laundering counts, said Fred
Alverson, a spokesman for the U.S. at-
torney for the Southern District of Ohio. 
The indictment seeks forfeiture of

more than $1.5 million that authorities
say represent proceeds traceable to the
alleged crimes. 
The men are accused of defrauding

the federal Non-Insured Crop Assistance
Program. The program provides finan-
cial assistance to producers of non-insur-
able crops when low yields, loss of
inventory or prevention of planting re-
sults from a natural disaster. Payments
are limited to $100,000 per crop year per
application. 
According to the indictment, one man

recruited the others to apply for pay-
ments and turn them over to him after
keeping part for themselves.

Five charged in Ohio crop 
insurance fraud case

sociated with many human disorders,”
said Pradeep Kachroo. “Although they
have long been identified as signaling
molecules in plants as well, it is exciting
to know they are also key regulators of
systemic immunity. This is the closest
system in plants to the human circula-
tory immune system.”
Medical researchers have linked an

imbalance of nitric oxide and reactive
oxygen species in the human body to in-
curable age-related, neurodegenerative
diseases like Alzheimer’s and Parkin-
son’s, as well as many types of cancers.
“Some levels of ROS (reactive oxygen

species) are actually needed for human
well-being and are in fact beneficial,”
said Pradeep Kachroo. “This is the
same for plants. Too little or too much
of ROS/nitric oxide can impair many

processes including plant immunity.”
Researchers involved with the finding

are Caixia Wang, Mohamed El-Shetehy,
M.B. Shine, Keshun Yu, all current or
former members of one of the Kachroo
labs, and two collaborators, Duroy
Navarre and David Wendehenne.
The Kachroos previously discovered

the metabolite glycerol-3-phosphate as
an inducer of systemic immunity in
plants and demonstrated its relationship
to another defense activator, azelaic
acid.
Their most recent findings, published

in Cell Reports, show a connection be-
tween nitric oxide and reactive oxygen
species and those previously identified
immune activators.

By Katie Pratt

University of Kentucky

June 10 Dairy Night/Ky Proud at the Lexington Legends

June 13 Hart Co. June Dairy Day - Munfordville

June 14 Laurel Co. Dairy Day – Farmer’s Market, London

June 19 Prairie Farms Ice Cream Social – Ky RECC Bldg, 

Jamestown

June 21 Barren Co. Ag Day

June 24 Dairy Night at Bowling Green Hot Rods

June 27 Adair Co. Dairy Farmer Appreciation Dinner, 

Columbia

June 28 Adair Co. Dairy Day on the Square, Columbia

June 30–July 2 Farm Start Tour to Missouri

Upcoming June Dairy Events in Ky.
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Young Farms

in Trimble County, Operated by fifth

generation tobacco farmers Abigail

and Christopher,

FEATURE YOUR FARM : A photo of a

K entucky farm is featured in each issue

of The Farm er's P ride on the top , left

hand corner of the front page.

Subm it a photo of your farm to Sharon

Burton , The Farm er's P ride, P. O . Box
159, Colum bia, K y. 42728 or em ail to

snburton@ duo-county .com . Mailed photos

will only be returned if a self-addressed envelope
is included (we will pay return postagel)

Call 1-800-489-9454 to get your

business in the

Kentucky Ag Directory!

Denise Jones,

Industry Relations Manager

P,O, Box 77

Loretto, KY 40037

1-800-928-6455

..
DED ICATED TO ••

DAIRY~ !-7 ,;,
l"-~ntucky
~prOUd.

Kentucky Farm Bureau

Our Cows, Our M ilk, Our Land,BA"The dairy farm fam ilies of Kentucky"

Ky. Poultry Federation/

Ky. Egg Council

p,O , Box 71 • Hardinsburg, KY 40143

Ph. 270-404-2277

jguffey@kypoultry.org
"Poultry & Eggs - #1 Ag Commodity"

Kentucky Aquaculture

Association

502-290-6060

8200 Cedar Creek Rd.

Louisville, Ky. 40291

Mark Haney David S. Beck
President ExecutiveVice President

9201 Bunsen Parkway· Louisville, KY 40220

502-495-5000
kyfb.com

KDDC
Kentucky Dairy
Development Council

176 Pasadena Drive' Lexington, KY 40503

Maury Cox, Executive Director
Phone: (859) 516-1129· Fax: (859) 260-2060

Email: kddc@kydairy,org • www.kydairy.orq

Kentucky Pork Producers
Association

'"

4~.•.-,
,

PORK PRODUCERS

Bonnie Jolly

1110 Hawkins Drive

Elizabethtown, KY 42701

270-737-5665
"Supporting Kentucky's Swine Industry"

Livestocli B..eede ..

D i ..eeto~

Fields Fam ily Farm
QUALITY REG ISTERED HOLSTEIN BULLS

1107 Port Wooden Rd.

Upton, Ky. 42784

270-218-0928
hbfm ilk@ gmail.com

Registered Angus Cattle

Bulls and Heifers

SAM MOORE FARMS
Morgantown, Kentucky

SAM MOORE

270-526-4577

270-999-3410 cell

WOODY MOORE

270-526-3658

270-999-0770 cell

STAR*FARM
Black Simmental Cattle

Jam es C . Coom er

8265 Tompkinsville Rd.

G lasgow , KY 42141

270·427·2363

Jeff Coom er

420 South Fork Rd.

G lasgow , KY 42141

270·590·1157

Jam es Coom er

2831 274th SI.

D e W itt, Iow a 52742

616·834·6687

e-m ail: jcoom er@ scrtc.com

Fa ...." ,
;1 8
j

Est. 1899
Schochoh, Kentucky

REG ISTERED HOLSTEIN CATTLE

RHA 29300m 1055F 868p

Regietered Yearling Bulle Always Available

Chris Robey Adam Robey

270-726-5543 270-726-0494

r 9U ;;;Z /;;;Fd ,%ltl
u{l!M rM

------
~ REG ISTERED GELDV IEH CATTLE ~

'L ' S,hane & Felicia W ells ' 270 · 791·8196 - 270.934 '2198,~ '. '

, . 10172 Provo Road, Rochester, KY 42273 .

"""-'-'=== == .'-
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Bhue Grass of R ichmond
R ichmond, KY
May 23, 2014

B lue G rass South

Stanford, KY
May 29,2014

Paris S tockyards

Paris, KY
May 29, 2014

KY ~TN Livestock Auction

Guthrie. KY
M a y 2 9 , 2 0 1 4

Feeder S teeirs:: Medium & large 1-2

961hd, 551# 235,50 blk-charx
60 hd. 834# 181,00 m ixed

59' 1 l1Id.844# 178.60 blk-charx
57 !"ad,884# 177.70 blk-charx

Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 1-2

77lh1d.653# 194.50 m ixed

6B hd. 7 '2 0 # 188. GO blk

Feeder S teers: Medium & Large 1-2

40 hd. 817# 1.89.50 blk

62 hd. 895# 178.95 blk-charx

60 hd, 944# 1 7 5 .2 5 blk-charx

58 hd. 970# 167.25 m ixed

Feeder Heifers: Medium & Larg:e 1-2

681hd, 743# 180,00 blk-eharx
43 hd. 777# 171.25 blk-charx

Holste in S teers:: Large 3

7 9 hd. 4 3 3 # 192.25

Feeder S tasrs: Medium & Large 1-2

29 I"iId .4 6 4 # 230.25 bbwf
34 M ..5 4 2 # 216.25 bbw f

Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large '1~2

44 M ..461# 223.25 bbwf
41 Ih ld..544#196.75 bbwf
69 M ..712# '181.50 m ixed

Feeder Bulls: Medium & Large 1~2
23 I"iId .4 6 4 # 228.50 bbwf
39 I1 Id .. 539# 210.75 bbw f

2 4 M ..631#185.00 blk

Blue G rass East
M t S terling, KY
May 28,2014

B lue G rass St.ockyard

lexington, KY

May 27,2014

Russel[1 County S tockyards

Russelil Springs, KY
May 28, 2014

Feeder S teers: Medium & Large 1
55 hd. 836# 171.50 blk-m ixed

B lue G rass of A lbany

A lbany, KY
May 28,2014

Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1

40 hd. 530# 220.00 bbw f

5 8 hd. 8 4 3 # 169.00 m ixed

59 hd, 864# 181.00 blk

1[15hd. 878# 183.80 bbw f
60 hd. 886# 171.50 m ixed

41 hid. 937# 172.00 blk-charx

49 hd, 951# 169.50 blk-m ixed
Hioiste in S teers: Large 3

99 hd.487# 195.00
89 hd. 557# 1 8 4 .7 5

88 hd. 586# 188.75

80 hd. 627# 185:?5

Feeder S teers: Medium & Large 1~2
,61 hd, 850# 1183.10oharx
59 hd. 851# 1[85.90 blk M id-KY Uvestock Market

Upton, KY
May 27,2014V ideo Receipts:

58 hd. 825# 185.00 blk steers

68 hd. 750# 177.75 blk heifers
B lue G rass of Campbellsville

Campbelisvilile ., K Y

May 28., 2014

Feeder Heifers: Medium & Large 2 - 3

20 hd, 525# 209.50 blk

Feeder Steers: Medium & Large 1-2

26 hd, 941# 166.00 m ixed

Hol:ste in S teers: Large 3

2 0 hd. 523# 180.25

Auctioneer

Directory.® AUCTION & REAL TV CO.

f l # 1 Land Auction Firm in the South"

Mowrey Auction Co., Inc.

P .O . Box 24 • 301 E. Frederick S t. • M ilford, IL 6095

Call Jon or Jim (815) 889~4191 Shop

(815) 889~5365 Fax
www.mowreyauction.com

The Land Report Magazine

Call 1-800~489-9454 to get your
ad in The Farmer's Pride

Auctioneer D irectory
SALE June 18 th

• July 16 th

DATES: Aug. 20 th
• Sept_ 17th

Mcintyre & Wiley
Auction Service

HANSFORD AUCTION COMPANY
Pr.

'. . F u l l S t a r r o f A u c l ; o n e e r s a n d P r o f e s s i n n a l R in g m e n

, . Mobile O ttlce - P o r t a b l e Sale R ing - Tent .q

---""'-
Real Estate· L ivestock· Equipment Auctions

HALEY

~!~ I& REALTY

lim Ho'ley, Principal Auctioneer (270) 725-2900

M ichael Mast, P rincipal A lJcrnoneer (2701202-0277

Aclam .Hal~y. Principal Auction.eer (27Il) 772·0528

Kelvin OeBerry, Principal Auctioneer (270) 6(]4-25351 ! I ! i
5984 E. Holes Crossing Dr.

C raw fordsville , Ind. 47933

(765) 794-4323

Fax (765) 794-4320

Marvin D. Mcintyre, Auctioneer

AU08700361

R U F U S F . H A N S F O R D & S O N S

P R IN C I P A L B R O K E R -A U C T IO N E E R

Linden Carter, Apprentice Auctioneer

Chri$ Hatfie ld, Apprei"bt\ce Aucnoneer

W ill G regory, Apprentice Auctioneer

~
HaleyAuctionsAndRealty.com

Office: 270-465-6671

Toll Free: 1-800-653-2262

Fax: 270-789-2190

245 Colonia l D rive

Campbellsville , KY 42718

www.hansfordauctionandr-e.com
Tim l:la loE :Y , Principdl6r.oker

fi.il< l H(Jil'k lm "lllII~ :II;':tR~~>E lr...II!E .K'I'
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USDA announces support for renewable biomass energy

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture today announced
support for agriculture producers and
energy facilities working to turn renew-
able biomass materials into clean en-
ergy. The support comes through the
Biomass Crop Assistance Program,
which was reauthorized by the 2014
farm bill and will resume this summer.
The farm bill authorizes $25 million

annually for BCAP, requiring between 10
and 50 percent of the total funding to be
used for harvest and transportation of
biomass residues. Traditional food and

feed crops are ineligible for assistance.
The 2014 farm bill also enacted several
modifications for BCAP, including
higher incentives for socially disadvan-
taged farmers and ranchers, and nar-
rower biomass qualifications for
matching payments, among other
changes.
“This initiative helps farmers and

ranchers manage the financial risk of
growing and harvesting energy biomass
at commercial scale,” said Farm Service
Agency Administrator, Juan M. Garcia.
“Investing in agricultural and forestry

Biomass producers and energy facilities soon can apply for BCAP
producers who cultivate energy biomass
and supporting next-generation biofuels
facilities make America more energy in-
dependent, help combat climate change
and create jobs in rural America.”
BCAP employs three types of biomass

assistance. For growing new biomass,
BCAP provides financial assistance with
50 percent of the cost of establishing a
perennial crop. To maintain the crop as
it matures until harvest, BCAP provides
an annual payment for up to five years
for herbaceous crops, or up to 15 years
for woody crops. To collect existing agri-
culture or forest residues that are not
economically retrievable, BCAP pro-
vides matching payments for mitigating
the cost of harvesting and transporting
the materials to the end-use facility. 
“For forest residues, this year’s match-

ing payments are targeted for energy
generation while reducing fire, insect
and disease threats on Forest Service

and Bureau of Land Management
lands,” said Garcia. “Agriculture
residues for energy are also eligible for
matching payments.”
“The potential to achieve transforma-

tional progress on biomass energy in
rural America and generate tremendous
economic opportunities is very promis-
ing,” added Garcia. “Energy crops oc-
cupy the space between production and
conservation, providing opportunities
for marginal land, crop diversity and
more energy feedstock choices.”
The USDA Farm Service Agency,

which administers BCAP, will coordinate
BCAP enrollments. Information on fund-
ing availability will be published in an
upcoming Federal Register notice. 

For more information on BCAP and
other FSA programs, visit a local FSA of-
fice or go online to www.fsa.usda.gov.
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KENTUCKY GRAIN IPRICES

LOUISVILLE AREA: Loulsville & Bagdad; PENNYRILE AREA Allensvillle, Auburn, Franklin, Hopklrrsville.S, Pembroke;

BLUEGRASS AREA Bardstown, Lexington & Winchester: GREEN RIVER: Caneyviille& Livermore;
NORTI-lEIRIN KENTUCKY AREA: Sillver Grove at Cincinnati; PURCHASE AREA Clinton &. Mayfield,

Opening bids at elevators and processing plants.

Eas.tern Cornbellt Ethanol
P'lant lReport

5 /3 0 /2 0 0 1 4

Yellow Corn Spot B.id 4,30-5.05

lLouisvilie PennY'l"ile P'ur·chase· Bluegrass G,reen Riiver Northern KY

4.811-486 4.62-480 4]5 446-41.65 4.85-510 4.88-494

NA
14.74-15.22 1'4,93-15.04· 15.09-15-.13 14.70-15.29 115.14 15.33-15.40

5.59-6.24 5.99-6 ..2:2 NA INA NA 6.12-6.18

5/29/14 4:00 pm esit

Bids for next day

Cash Bids

Corn #:2 Yellow

Corn #2 White

Soybe·ans#1 Y
Wheat #2 SRW
Ba,rley

New Crop Delive,ry Contl'C lct

Dnied Distillers Grain ($/lon)

10% moisture 200.00-210_00

Modi'fied Wet Oistille·rs ($/ton)
50-55,% moisture 88.00-102.00

Kentucky Week!ly Cattle
Re,ceipts:

Corn #.2 Yellow
Corn #:2 Wh ite
Soybeans :#1 Y

Wheat #2 SRW

Barley

05/115114 18,549
4.3,0-4.47 4.38-4.45 4048 4.33 4..55 4.40-4.41

4.87 05/22/14 17,777
11.85-12 ..22 112..119-1.2..24 1.2.44-12.49 12.14 112.39 12.33-12.34
.5.70-6.24 5.97-6.17 6.117~6..20 INA 6.,12 6.18-6.22 05/30/14 9,0079

3.10

Week.ly· Feed Owensboro COlllmon- USDA ESTI:M!ATED DAILY LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER Eastern COl"n-
Ingredie'11I1Plrice Grain wealth CATTLE CALVES I-lOGS SHEEP belt Hogi Plri'ces
Wholesale prices, $ per ton Agri-Energy ThlLllrs.5/29/2014 (est) 120,000 2,000 418,000 9,000 5/30/2:014-
Rai.l or Truck FOB Location Hopkinsville Week Ago (est) 117,000 .2,000 375,000 8,000 Barrows & Gilts

5/30/2014. 5/30/2014 Year Ago (act) 127,000 2,000 425,.000 8,000 Receipts: 7.,572

I Week to Date (est) 362,000 8,000 1,259,000 27,000 Base Price:

Soybean Meal 48% Sol
I

545.00 - Same Pd Lt Week (est) 4701,000 9,000 1,578,,000 33.000 $99'.00-$111 .00

Soybean IHulls 2110.00 -
Sam e Pd Lt Yr (act.) 383,000 9,000 '1,2'78,000 27.000 WLAv9. $107.81

Corn Distillers Grain Dlriied - 225.00 Compared to

Distillers Grain Modified - 130.00 prior day, the w t.

Distillers Grain Wet - 81.00 - avg. price was

Corn Condensed Solubles - '108.00 100 lower to 0.38

Corn Gluten Feed 20-21 pet - - higher, most.ly

Corn Gluten Meal 60 pet - - stt.eady to 0.7'5

Cottonseed Meal 411p e t - ~ !oweL Slow to

'Whole Cottonseed - - moderate marke,t

Wheat Middlings
I

- - activity.

F o r a l l y o u r a d v e r t is in g

n e e d s , c a l l

D ia n a W ith e r s a t

T h e F a rm e r 's

P r id e .

1-800-489-9454

pridesales@

thefarmerspride.com

***************************:L = - M OW R E Y A U C T IO N C O . :

* I~ M A C H IN E R Y A U C T IO N *
* ** WED., JUNE 18 • 8 A.M. COT *
: T R A C T O R S - C O M B IN E S A N D H E A D S :

* T IL L A G E A N D FO R A G E P IE C E S ** Call for free brochure ** Consignments Welcome • "No Titled Vehicles" *
* ** N E X T A U C T IO N JU L Y 1 6 , 2 0 1 4 ** B U Y , S E L L & T R A D E D A IL Y *
** N e e d in g G o o d C le a n M a c h in e ry , O f fe r in g T ru c k in g , **

D e ta i l S h o p & O n th e S p o t C a sh

** CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION· ASK FOR JON OR JIM MOWREY *** 8 1 5 -8 8 9 -4 1 9 1 ·8 1 5 -8 8 9 -5 3 6 5 (F A X ) *
* M OW R E Y A U C T IO N C O ., IN C . *
*

P .O . Box 2 4 • 3 0 1 E . FrederickSt. • M ilford,IL 6 0 9 5 3 *
MowreyAuctionCo.,Inc.

*
(8 1 5 ) 8 8 9 ·4 1 9 1 Shop· (8 1 5 ) 8 8 9 ·5 3 6 5 Fax license# 0 4 4 0 0 0 2 4 7 , *

e-mail:mowreyauction@ illicom.net JonMowreyauctionlicense

*
# 0 4 1 0 0 0 4 1 6 . *Visit our website at: www.mowreyauction.com

***************************
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'W E E K L Y 4 0 0 -6 0 0 L B , IF IE IE D E RS T E E R M & ,L 1 -2

W U G H T E D A V E R A G E P IR IC E (S /C W T }

2 4 0 1 .0 0

]9 0 1 .0 1 0

]4 0 1 .0 '0

9 0 1 .0 '0

J F M A . M J . I I A. S O N D

W 'E E K IL " i 4 0 0 -6 0 0 lB , lF tE E D tE R H E IF E R M I& L 1 -2

W E IG H T E D A V E R A G E P R t lC E (S !C W T )

2 3 5 .0 0

1 8 5 .0 0

. .
'V r - - - - - _ _ .- - JA J '-1 3 5 .0 0

"

8 5 .0 0

J F M .A M t J DJ A 5 0 IN !

- ·2 0 1 4 -2 0 1 3 -S Y e a rA v e lra .g ,e '

'W E IE K LY K IE N T U IC !K YC A T T L E A U C T IO N R E C E IP T S

. . . . . 4 0

" " 'C

C
c u

3 0. . . .
: : : :s
0

. . .c :
2 0. . . . .

10

0

J F M t A M J J A S .0 N [)

-2 0 1 4 -2 0 1 3 -5 Y e a r A v e ra g e

W E E K L Y K E N T U C K Y 'c a R IN B ID A V E R A G IE P 'R IC !E

( .$ IC W J)

9

8

7

6

5

4

J F M A M J . I I A s o I \J D

-2 0 1 4 -2 0 1 .3 - 5 0Y e a rA v e ra g e

A t th e fa rm lo c a te d a t 9 8 0 R o w le t ts -C a v e S p r in g s H d . H o rs e C a v e , F ro m 1 -6 5 ta k e

M u n fo rd v il le e x it (# 6 5 ) a n d g o 3 m ile s s o u th o n H w y , 3 1W to th e je t , o f 3 3 5 , T u rn r ig h t o n

3 3 5 a n d c ro s s th e R R to th e f ir s t r ig h t (R o w le t ts -C a v e S p r in g s R o a d ) , T u rn r ig h t a n d th e

fa rm is 1 m ile o n th e le f t ,

P U B L IC A U C T IO N ~
F o re v e r F a rm s

H o rs e C a v e , K e n tu c k y

( . . . . . . ._ S _ a _ t_ u _ r_ d _ a _ y _ ,_ J _ U _ "_ e _ 2 _ 1 _ s _ t_ e _ 1 _ o _ a m C _ e _ "_ tr_ a _ I )

1 5 0 H e a d o f T o p R e g . a n d G ra d e H o ls te in s S e ll in g

1 0 0 C o w s - 5 0 S p r in g e r H e ife rs - 1 0 B u lls

A ." S ire d , R H S 2 0 -2 1 ,0 0 0 , In d iv id u a l C e ll C o u n ts

C o m p le te H e rd H e a lth P ro g ra m - T B T e s te d

F re e s ta l ls a n d p a r lo r - E x c e lle n t U d d e rs

5 0 p e rc e n t R e d a n d W h ite

5 0 p e rc e n t B la c k a n d W h ite - R e d C a r r ie rs

O u ts ta n d in g C o m m e rc ia l C a t t le -

N o th in g fa n c y e x c e p t th e c a t t le

1 0 0 C ow s : S om e cow s fre sh w ith th e b a la n c e d u e in S ep t-O c t, (L o ts o f F a ll

M ilk ) . T h e y h a v e b e e n se le c te d f rom th e h e rd o f n e a r ly 2 0 0 h e a d . T h e se c ow s

h a v e n e v e r b e e n p u sh e d o r p am p e re d n o r a n y B S T u se d . T h e se c ow s a re a ll v e ry

y o u n g . T h e y a re 1 s t a n d 2 n d c a lf h e ife rs w ith ju s t a h a n d fu l o f 4 y e a r o ld s , O n ly

th e v e ry b e s t a re s e ll in g . I f th e re is a p ro b lem sh e s ta y s a t h om e . T h e o th e rs w ill

a l l h a v e a n ew ad d re s s . T h e se c a tt le a re b re d w ith lo n g e v ity p ro d u c tio n , a n d

c om p o n e n ts in m in d . L ife t im e to ta ls o n th e d am s a n d G r . d am s to o v e r 2 0 0 ,0 0 0

lb s ,

5 0 S p r in g e r H e ife rs : T h e se a re a s g o o d a s it g e ts . F iv e d u e in Ju n e , 1 6 in Ju ly ,

1 0 in A u g u s t a n d 2 8 in S e p t/O c t. S u p e r u d d e r p ro sp e c ts , A .I . s ire d w ith

g e n e ra tio n s o f to p c re d e n tia ls . S om e b re d w ith s e x e d sem en ! T h e re a re 7 J e rs e y

a n d c ro s s e s .

1 0 B u lls : T h e re a re 2 R & W an d 8 B & W T h e re is 1 R & W S e rv ic e a g e , th e

o th e rs a re y e a r l in g s . H e lp y o u rs e lf . M o re in fo rm a tio n o n sa le d a y .

A u c tio n e e r 's N o te : T h e S am m o n s h a v e b e e n m ilk in g a ll th e ir l iv e s . T h e y

w o rk a n u n b e lie v a b le s c h e d u le . T h e y a re w o rn o u t. O n ly th e to p c a tt le a re

s e ll in g . T h e o th e rs a re s ta y in g th e re a n d th e y w ill c o n tin u e . N o th in g w a s

h e ld b a c k a n d n o m in im um s se t . T h e y a ll s e l l!

T e rm s : C a s h o r c h e c k L u n c h S e rv e d T ru c k in g A v a ila b le I

F o re v e r F a rm s (2 7 0 -5 2 4 -2 6 3 7 )

B o n n ie a n d D a v id S a m m o n s , o w n e rs

9 8 0 R o w le t ts -C a v e S p r in g s R d .

H o rs e C a v e , K Y 4 2 7 4 9

M c in ty re & W ile y L L C

5 9 8 4 E . H o le s C ro s s in g D r .• C ra w fo rd s v il le , IN 4 7 9 3 3 M a rv in D . M c in ty re
A u c t io n e e r

(7 6 5 ) 7 9 4 -4 3 2 3 ' F a x (7 6 5 ) 7 9 4 -4 3 2 2 C e ll (7 6 5 ) 3 7 6 -7 4 8 7 A U 0 8 7 0 0 3 6 1

w w w .m c in ty re a n d w ile y a u c t io n s .c o m



BeefDairy

CHECK OUT OUR BULLS:

We have a Windbrook ET’s x 

Ex-93 Goldwyn, ready to go; 

also have several nice young 

red bulls available! Call John 

Kuegal at 270-926-1858. 

Owensboro, Ky. TFN

FOR SALE: Registered Hol-

stein cows. If you are need-

ing a few give us a call! Call 

John Keugal at 270-926-

1858. Owensboro, Ky. 6/5

FOR SALE: Registered and 

commercial Holstein bulls. 

Ready for service, some with 

deep pedigrees. Call Seibert 

Creek Holsteins at  859-481-

8372. Springfield, Ky.     TFN

WANTED: Wanting to buy 

Holstein heifers or Jersey 

heifers, bred or open; also 

dairy herds. Call Danny Lay-

ton at 270-991-3727. Cave 

City, Ky. TFN
FOR SALE: Eleven fresh 
Holstein heifers, carrying ET 
calvers; available at calving 
June 4 to Aug. 14. Call Jim 
Davenport at 270-772-0286 
or 270-539-9072. Adairville, 
Ky. 8/21

FOR SALE: Registered 

polled Hereford bulls and 

Gelbvieh bulls. Call Clifford 

Farms at 859-234-6956. 

TFN
FOR SALE: Registered 
Charolais bulls, cows, bred 
heifers and open heifers. 
Great pedigrees, A.I. off-
springs. Call 270-566-0827. 
Russell Springs, Ky. 6/19
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CLASSIFIEDS

Chemicals

LOW PRICE ON AG 

CHEMICALS: Selling liquid 

and dry fertilizer, all products 

available and delivering. 

Serving Kentucky, Ohio and 

Indiana. Call 513-678-1042. 

Please leave a message. 

Miamitown, Ohio 6/5

Farm Equipment

CLASSIFIED

ORDER FORM

Name ____________________________________

Address __________________________________

City _____________________ Zip ____________

Phone (_______)___________________________

CLASSIFIED RATES

2 weeks......$10.00
20 words or less

Mail Check to:

Farmland Publications, Inc.
P.O. Box 159 • Columbia, Ky. 42728

50¢ per word over 20 words

FOR SALE: JIH 496 DISK, 
18 FT; JD cultimulcher, 15 ft.; 
274 IH tractor, 3 pth, low hrs., 
w/ cultivators; 140 IH tractor 
w/cultivators, late model, 1 
pth. Call Mike Mason Equip-
ment (on the Ky.-Tn. state 
line). Call 615-384-5023 or 
615-347-5023. TFN
FOR SALE: JD 7000, 6 nar-
row row planter, $2,750; Hol-
land 4-row tobacco setter, 
excellent condition, $7,000. 
Call 270-646-7174. Scotts-
ville, Ky. 5/15
FOR SALE: Gilmore Tate 
batch dryer, 500 bushel, 
$1,200; Vandale 30 ft. pack 
dry silo and loader, good 
shape, $3,500. Call John 
Kuegal at 270-926-1858. 
Owensboro, Ky. 6/5
FOR SALE: JD 15’ Batwing 
bushhog, needs work, 
$1,500. Call Barney Janes at 
270-634-1453. Columbia, 
Ky. 6/19
FOR SALE: Used grain 
bins, 15-48 ft., erected on 
your concrete at a cost of $1 
per bushel, concrete serv-
ices also available; several 
used grain legs 1200-6000 
bu. per hr. Full service agri-
cultural construction. Call 
Elwood Yoder at 270-779-
5454. Russellville, Ky. 6/19
FOR SALE: F3 Gleaner 
combine, Flex 16’ grain 
head, 4-30” corn, great 
shape, field ready, $8,500. 
Call 615-948-6011 or 615-
330-6656. Springfield, Tenn.

6/19
FOR SALE: JD 535 round 
baler, good condition, moni-
tor included. Call 606-416-
2419. Nancy, Ky. 7/17

Timber

STANDING TIMBER 

WANTED: Nolin River Log-

ging, LLC; five acres or 

more; been in business 

since 1983. Call Robert 

Miller at 270-528-1537

6/6/15

Farm Signs

FOR SALE: Farm signs, pro-

duce banners, magnetics, 

decals, parking, fairs. Free 

shipping and handeling. Fax 

sign orders to 302-378-9607 

or you can  e-mail 

bobthesignman@yahoo.com. 

Call 410-708-1341. 6/5

Each Vita Ferm product contains the Amaferm Advantage which allows
 animals to significantly increase the digestion of forage based diets.

Doug Underwood, Area Dealer

1883 Old Mac Rd. • Campbellsville, Ky.    270-789-7788

Underwood Farms Registered
Polled

Herefords!

ASM: Ben Neale

731-413-7609

FOR SALE: Tier polls, oak, 
4 inches by 4 inches by 12 
ft.; tobacco tray washer. Call 
270-763-3726. Hodgenville, 
Ky. 6/19
FOR SALE: JD 6410 tractor 
w/cab, 2-WD, power quad w/
right hand reverser, 3,300 
hrs., 18.4 by 38 Firestone 
radial, row crop axle, 
$36,000. Call 270-763-3726. 
Hodgenville, Ky. 6/19

Fence Posts

FOR SALE: Good used 

treated fence posts, $3 each 

with a minimum order of 100 

posts, shipping not included. 

Call Phil Hager at 859-230-

0216. Lexington, Ky. 6/19

Grain Bins

FOR SALE: Souix Steel 

Grain Bins, oldest bin manu-

facturer in the U.S.A., all 

sizes available along with 

complete design and con-

struction. Call Riverside 

Sales Construction for pric-

ing at 270-779-5454 or email 

eyoder1262@gmail.com. 

Russellville, Ky. 10/2

Tobacco

FOR SALE: Burley tobacco 
greenhouse plants, 242 cell 
tray, $35/1,000; 700,000 
plants for sale. Call 270-991-
1604. Woodburn, Ky. 7/17
FOR SALE: Finished 
tobacco plants, raised in 288 
cell trays. Call Ricky at 270-
299-5571 days or 270-932-
6060 evenings. Greensburg, 
Ky. 6/19



Farm Equipment Farm Equipment Services

Made in the U.S.A.

COWHERD EQUIPMENT, INC.
1483 Old Summersville Rd. • Campbellsville • cowerdequipment.com

Office: 270-465-2679 • Fax: 270-465-8239 • Mobile: 270-469-0398

Silage Bags • Bunker Covers • Hay Covers 
Stretch Film • Net Wrap • Twine

Silage Baggers & Hay Wrappers for Sale or Rent
Parts & Services Offered!

Come See Us For All 
Your Mixer Wagon Parts, 

Services & Repairs!

Serving Kentucky and Surrounding States Since 1951

Call 859-254-7022

Pipes, sprinklers,

guns, travelers,

center pivots & drip

Pumps, reels,

drag hose

systems

www.kentuckyirrigation.com

Services

The 

Farmer’s 

Pride

CLASSIFIED RATES

2 weeks......$10.00

Mail Check to:

Farmland Publications, Inc.
P.O. Box 159 • Columbia, Ky. 42728

20 words or less (50¢ per word over 20 words)

Beavers Hoof 

Care Service, LLC

Serving 
all of 

Kentucky

call 270-402-7152
Brandon Beavers

The Pride
Classifieds

30x72     You Build: $4,950 – We Build: $7,950
30x96      You Build: $6,450 – We Build: $10,250
32x96       You Build: $6,900 – We Build: $10,900

Home Phone: 270-692-6730

Cell Phone: 270-699-1499

Joe Paul Mattingly
830 Sally Ray Pike
Raywick, KY 40060

Labor and Materials except concrete

CLASSIFIEDS
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Now in our 94th
consecutive year
of manufacturing

and building
Ribstone Silos.

We specialize in
quality materials

and accurate
workmanship.

New silos & silo repair
Several used silos available

Ribstone Silos
Urbana, OH 43078

Phone: (937) 653-7429

Services

MATTINGLY SILOS
502-252-7300

All Sizes of Silage Bags & Bunker Covers

Ag Bag & Kelly Ryan Baggers 

For Sale or Rent • Stretch Film • Silo Doors

• Parts Available for Hanson, Valmetal, Badger®, 

Silo Matic, P & D, Van Dale, Starline, James Way 

• Valmetal Vertical Mixers 250-1100CF

WANTED

Damaged Grain
We pay top dollar for damaged 

grain. Trucks and vac’s available. 

Immediate response anywhere.

PRUESS ELEVATOR, INC.

1-800-828-6642

1-800-489-9454
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Proud to be

ill the dairy

busilless!

GEA Milking & Cooling I W estfaliaSurge GEA Farm Technologies
Financing available for those who qualify

800489-9454

CALL US FOR YOUR DA IRY

EQU IPMENT NEEDS!QPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

• O f fe r in g H o u le M an u re E q u ipm e n t

• E n e rg y e f f ic ie n t e q u ipm e n t th a t q u a l if ie s

fo r th e G O A P P ro g ram

• L a rg e S e le c t io n o f U se d E q u ipm e n t

• L o ts o f i tem s in s to c k

Dairy Express Services, LLC
2 5 3 6 C am p b e lls v i l le R d .. C o lum b ia , K Y

270-384-9843

Service Technician on call and available 2417 - 365

Josh Kemp 210-634-0808

Brad Simpson 859-336-4820

Dewayne Nunn 210-299-6568

H o u rs : 7 a .m .- 5 p .rn . eDT M on .-F r i . ·8 a .rn .- 1 p .rn . eDT S a t .

Dairy Express Services, LLC can ship via UPS, USPS, or FedEx to your farm location.
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Upgrades improve Hatcher’s milking time and energy cost

decreased Hatcher’s milking time and

also greatly improved his energy costs is

the auto milker take-offs, according to

Kemp.

“You are saving time and energy by

not having to take off the milkers manu-

ally,” Kemp said. “For one person to

milk in the time Gary does is very im-

pressive.”

As for electric bills, Hatcher said elec-

tric gets more expensive every year, but

he is paying around the same as he was

three years ago in his old barn so he is

confident that the energy and cost effi-

cient upgrades are paying off.

“I used to just milk 100 cows and it

took the same amount of time as it does

now with 200,” he said. “I get better milk

production in the same amount of time.”

Last year, Hatcher built a pack barn

that holds 200 cows. 

The barn has sawdust floors, large

fans and plenty of room for cows to

roam.

Hatcher said the pack barn helps in-

crease his milk production because the

cows are happy.

“If the cows are comfortable they are

going to make more milk,” Hatcher said.

“If your cow is out in the pasture on a

hot day in a mud puddle they aren’t com-

fortable so their milk suffers.”

The fans help keep the cows cool in

the shade of the barn.

“I was told that the three fans wouldn’t

pull more electric than a hot water

FROM PAGE 1

heater,” Hatcher said. 

Kemp said the fans, purchases from a

company in Lexington, have high vol-

ume with low speed that pulls very little

energy; they actually use their large

size, not speed to circulate air through-

out the space.

“Gary’s pack barn is a big improve-

ment,” Kemp said. “Before his cows

were just out in the pasture and that isn’t

a controlled environment. With the pack

barn the cows are comfortable.”

And according to Kemp, comfort is

one of the most important aspects.

“When cows are comfortable they are

going to eat, drink and lay around. They

are happy and when they are happy they

produce milk.”

Hatcher’s herd receives a TMR regi-

men and now has zero pasture time. 

He recently upgraded from a 1600-gal-

lon milk tank to a 2700-gallon milk tank

due to having more milk production.

Everything on Hatcher’s farm is as en-

ergy efficient as possible and Hatcher

says he believes the cost is worth it in

the end.

“I’ve spent quite a bit of money, but

then again it’s made me money and it’s

still making me money,” Hatcher said.  

By Toni Humphress

toni@thefarmerspride.com

Hatcher’s milk parlor with a double-10 swing over makes one person milking faster and
more efficient.

Photo by Toni Humphress
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K
entucky’s hardwood industry has a significant role in
many of our state’s signature industries. Kentucky’s
forests are harvested to craft the world’s finest bour-

bon barrels, to fence the world’s fastest horses and to build the
courts for the country’s best basketball teams.  

Currently, the hardwood industry employs over 56,000 work-
ers and contributes $12.7 billion to the economy every year. As
we look to the future, our forest residuals can create an equally
important role in creating a new sustainable energy industry –
biomass power.    

While Kentucky has long enjoyed a ready supply of energy
with abundant coal reserves, new federal regulations are driving
up the cost and decreasing demand for coal-generated electric-
ity.  This translates into fewer jobs and economic distress for the
hard-working families who have mined coal for decades. Cer-
tainly, the folks in Perry County – who have lost 21 percent of
their coal mining employment in the last year – would prefer to
have these regulations disappear so that they can get back to
work.  Unfortunately, these regulations don’t appear to be going
away any time soon, if ever.  

So what do we do to restore Kentucky’s previous place among
the leading energy states and get people back to work? Given
Kentucky’s abundance of forested land (12.4 million acres) and a
well-established forestry industry, sustainable woody biomass is
a key part of the answer. Woody biomass energy is energy de-
rived from sawmill residuals and wood that would otherwise go
to waste or decompose in the forest. Biomass accounts for more
renewable power in the U.S. than wind and solar combined. Un-
like wind and solar, which fluctuate with atmospheric conditions,
biomass is a consistent source of renewable energy available
around the clock and a critical asset in our national drive toward
energy independence. 

To obtain best pricing and comply with government regula-
tions, utilities will increasingly look to secure contracts with mul-
tiple energy providers that include a mix of non-renewable fuels
(natural gas, oil, coal) and renewable energy, such as biomass,
wind and solar. Because Kentucky is already among the leading
coal states in America, it is well positioned to capitalize on this
changing demand for scalable, diversified energy resources.  

ONE
VOICE

Sharon
Burton

The law enforcement view

My guess is

our readers

are more

interested in a

different side

of the

equation.

They are more

likely to ask,

“What is the

profit

potential?”

Kentucky’s hardwood can 
grow energy jobs

SEE KENTUCKY’S, PAGE 6

A
friend and I were talking politics and he surprised
me with the comment, “I’m not a big fan of Jamie
Comer.”

“What?” I asked, mystified by his remark. “I thought every-
body loved Jamie Comer.”

He then went on to explain his position. He is concerned
about hemp production leading to medicinal marijuana, lead-
ing to Kentucky acting like Colorado, where recreational
marijuana is now legal.

“Oh yea,” I said, “I forgot, you are in law enforcement.”
My police officer friend was taking the police officer view

of the whole hemp battle.
I respect his opinion, even his turning his anti-marijuana

pose into opposing Agriculture Commissioner James Comer.
Comer, after all, has become the poster child for legalizing
hemp.

It’s ironic, really, to think that a successful elected official
who leads in the polls for a gubernatorial race he hasn’t even
committed to has built his popularity partly on an effort to le-
galize hemp.

It’s ironic because there was another gubernatorial hopeful
who promoted legalizing hemp that people in the agriculture
industry distanced themselves from, the late Gatewood Gal-
braith. Galbraith once set up a booth at an agriculture func-
tion to promote one of his five races for governor and wore a
hemp suit to the event.

Galbraith was for more than hemp, however. He indeed
wanted Kentucky to follow in the footsteps of Colorado. Actu-
ally, he wanted Kentucky to lead the charge for the legaliza-
tion of marijuana.

Just because Galbraith linked the two, however, does not
mean they are linked. Being a supporter of hemp production
does not mean you want to pass around a doobie to celebrate
the recent success of getting hemp seeds into Kentucky (yes
I had to look up the word doobie).

My law enforcement friend also thinks it would be more
difficult to enforce the law if hemp plants cover Kentucky’s
hillsides. I’m not sure I buy it, but again I understand he is
taking the law enforcement side in the debate.

My guess is our readers are more interested in a different
side of the equation. They are more likely to ask, “What is
the profit potential?” 

Woody

biomass

energy is

energy derived

from sawmill

residuals and

wood that

would

otherwise go

to waste or

decompose in

the forest.

SEE THE LAW, PAGE 6
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We need to

share our

success

stories at

every

opportunity.

I
t is hard to believe that it is almost mid-2014. While time

does seem to be flying by, according to the calendar, many

of our program administrators, council volunteers, farmers

and others may feel as if time is standing still while we wait on a

resolution to the 2014 MSA payment and the 2003 arbitration

award.

As I have said many times over the last several months, we are

in unchartered waters with the Kentucky Agricultural Develop-

ment Fund  and Kentucky’s tobacco Master Settlement Agree-

ment  funds.  With the arbitration panel’s ruling in September

2013, there are many uncertainties of how the fund could look

going forward.

Why is this important?  Although many think that the MSA is a

finite agreement ending 25 years from when it was signed, in actu-

ality, payments continue on in perpetuity as long as there are ciga-

rettes being manufactured and sold in the U.S.  Therefore,

decisions made in the appeal of this ruling, along with any future

rulings or related legal settlements, will have long-term effects on

the programs that receive financial support from Kentucky’s MSA

payments, including early childhood development, cancer re-

search, environmental cost-share and the KADF.

In late April, I held an online town hall meeting, of sorts, with

Kentucky Cooperative Extension to provide an update on where

Kentucky stands with the MSA arbitration and the state budget,

as it relates to the KADF.  A video of this discussion is available

on-line for your viewing at http://bit.ly/1tDDo7j (“Overview of

2015-2016 Executive Branch Budget..”).  Most of the information

provided is still the latest available.  While an exact date for final

receipt and disbursement of 2014 MSA funds is not currently

known, we do anticipate this occurring within the next few weeks.

With all of these delays and uncertainties for 2014 funding, it is

even more important that we not take this fund – that has done so

much for Kentucky agriculture – for granted. We need to share

our success stories at every opportunity.

We want to see and read your success stories on how your oper-

ation has benefited from the incentives provided by the KADF –

both from county level programs, as well as statewide education

and marketing initiatives.  We want to hear about the decreased

energy costs of your upgraded grain drier; the new markets open

to you through improved cattle genetics; the on-farm value-added

products you’ve created; anything that you’ve done that has been

supported in part by the KADF to increase net farm income and

improve your farm operation in some way.

Visit “Sign Up or Share with Us” on our website agpolicy.ky.gov

or email sandra.gardner@ky.gov throughout the year to submit

your short story and/or picture of your investment that you are

proud to say was supported in part by the Kentucky Agricultural

Development Fund.
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Company

mergers and

corporate joint

ventures that

just 20 years

ago were

either

unthinkable or

considered

illegal or both

are now almost

routine.

FOOD &
FARM
FILE

Alan
Guebert

Uncharted waters The death of Mr. Clayton

H
istory doesn’t note the first instance of price fix-

ing or monopoly but it’s a safe bet all were

around long before Moses and the “Thou shall

not steal” commandment.

History does record when the U.S. Congress acted to

prohibit monopoly and antitrust in business; first, in 1890,

with the passage of the Sherman Antitrust Act and, sec-

ond, in 1914, with the adoption of the Clayton Antitrust

Act.

Both encompass a simple idea: an open, competitive mar-

ketplace is a fair marketplace. In a 1993 Sherman Act case

before it, the U.S. Supreme Court explained it this way:

“The purpose of the Act is not to protect businesses from

the workings of the market; it is to protect the public from

the failure of the market.”

That underpinning theology, however, has changed over

time. Company mergers and corporate joint ventures that

just 20 years ago were either unthinkable or considered il-

legal or both are now almost routine.

For example, on May 20 the U.S. Department of Justice

blessed a flour milling joint venture between branches of

three former competitors, ConAgra, Cargill and CHS. (See

http://farmandfoodfile.com/in-the-news/ for source mate-

rial.)

The deal, which joins two of the top three flour millers in

the nation, marries ConAgra Mill’s 21 mills with the 20 op-

erated by Horizon Milling, an existing joint venture be-

tween Cargill and CHS.

The dowry for this three-cornered marriage was dirt

cheap: Justice required the proposed new entity to sell

mills in Los Angeles; Oakland; New Prague, Minn.; and

Saginaw, Texas, to “ensure that competition for hard and

soft wheat flour sales is preserved in regions surrounding”

LA, Dallas, the Twin Cities and “the Bay Area.”

The ConAgra/Cargill/CHS deal is the second flour deal

milled by Justice this spring. The first, which closed May

8, brought together Milner Milling and Cereal Food

Processors. Combined, that new firm will mill an estimated

164,000 cwt. (hundredweight, the standard unit of measure

in milling) per day.

That may sound big—it is, after all, the third largest daily

milling capacity in the U.S.—but it’s puny compared to the

capacity of the two bigger boys leading the pack. Number

two ADM Flour Milling delivers an estimated 281,000 cwt.

per day and the ConAgra/Cargill/CHS firm, called Ardent,

will mill a whopping 500,000 cwt. or so.

With that much capacity, it’s estimated that Ardent will

control at least 34 percent of the nation’s wheat milling.

Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper, who put together an in-

centive deal that enticed Ardent to locate its headquarters

in his state, called that number “hardly a monopoly.”

Monopoly? No. Huge? Yes.

And there’s more.

The four flour mills Justice required Ardent to divest in

order to be born all went to Miller Milling which, via gov-

ernment edict, grew its daily capacity from about 12,000

SEE THE DEATH, PAGE 6

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the editor are wel-

comed. Letters must include the
author’s name, address and phone
number for verification purposes. 

Letters should be no longer than

500 words and will be edited for
clarity.

Send letters to Editor, The
Farmer’s Pride, P. O. Box 159, Co-
lumbia, Ky. 42728.

ROGER THOMAS is the executive director of the Governor’s Office of Agriculture Policy. 



G
iven a window of perfect weather
before Memorial Day, corn plant-
ing ran at full throttle and is 88

percent done, which is par for the average.
The upper Midwest has dodged raindrops
most of the spring, but made good
progress last week.  However, they are still
behind their average and facing their pre-
ventative planting date for crop insurance. 

There are currently 2.5 million acres that
remain unplanted that could be switched to
soybeans or another crop. 

During the next several weeks, the focus
will be on weather. For now, we are seeing
greenhouse conditions, but that could
change. Exports continue to be a bright
spot with inspections last week at 45.6 mil-
lion bushels.  For the past few weeks, the
market has been declining as the trend fol-
lowing funds are unwinding their long fu-
tures position that currently stands at 730
million bushels.         

Soybean futures have had a good run
since January, but cracks are showing in
their armor as the market has run out of
fresh news to attract new bulls.  Exports
peaked in January and have been in a
steady decline since.  Inspections last week
were only 3.2 million bushels with China
being a no show for the third consecutive
week. While some traders are enthusiastic
that they will focus on new crop sales, it
must be remembered that China’s economy
has been in contraction for five months.  In
addition, as of last week, there were 2.5 mil-

lion acres of corn and 1.1 million acres of
spring wheat that could be switched to soy-
beans or another crop. Meanwhile, soybean
planting is sailing along and 59 percent
complete compared to the average of 56
percent.  The upper Midwest is lagging
their average but that is not considered a
problem. Currently, the trend following
funds are long 495 million bushels, which
seems heavy considering the fundamentals.         

If Fred Rogers of the children’s TV pro-
gram, Mister Roger’s Neighborhood, were
living today he would ask, “Will you be
wheat’s friend?” Wheat futures have sunk
over 14 percent since early May even
though crop conditions are deteriorating. It
has become old news and is overshadowed
by larger global stocks. The crop ratings
rose one point last week to 30 percent in
good to excellent condition. However, with
70 percent of the crop heading, harvest is
only a few weeks off and will offer resist-
ance. Meanwhile, spring wheat planting is
74 percent done compared to 82 percent for
the average. Export inspections last week
were 18.6 million bushels, and it will be a
photo finish as to whether USDA’s projec-
tion of 1.185 billion bushels will be reached.
In light of the poor conditions in the south-
ern plains, the short position of the trend
following funds has risen to 70 million
bushels.      

MARKET
WATCH

Dewey
Strickler

DEWEY STRICKLER is president of Ag Watch Market

Advisors, LLC. Email Strickler at agwatchdls@com-

cast.net or go online at www.agwatch.biz.
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Cheryl Avioli is a former member of the New York State Public Service Com-
mission and is in favor of leveraging Kentucky’s energy resources to optimize
its role in America’s plan for energy diversification.  She resides in Kentucky

with her husband and their five children. 

The law enforcement view

Wheat futures

have sunk

over 14

percent since
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even though
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conditions are

deteriorating.

Will you be wheat’s friend?

FROM PAGE 4

cwt. to nearly 100,000 cwt. That explosive growth took
Miller from a tiny player in U.S. flour to the fourth
largest overnight.

It also means that in the last month the Justice
Department and Ardent have virtually remade the en-
tire American flour milling sector. Together the two
have anointed a new number one player, Ardent; a new
number three, Milner; and a new number four, Miller.

Even more remarkable, perhaps, is that this
wholesale change occurred without one public hearing
in Congress, the courts or the press.

This near-total lack of public involvement sug-
gests that more food mergers, makeovers and consoli-
dations will be forthcoming because these
government-blessed deals are about market power on
both sides of the business coin—paying farmers less
for the wheat to make the flour, then charging con-
sumers more for it.

It’s an old story first told in the Good Book, then
in the U.S. Congress.

That last one isn’t so old. The U.S. House passed
the Clayton Antitrust Act exactly 100 years ago this
week, June 5, 1914. This June 5, however, all but marks
its passing.

ALAN GUEBERT publishes a weekly column Farm and Food File in

more than 70 newspapers. Contact Alan Guebert by email at ag-

comm@farmandfoodfile.com.

The death of 
Mr. Clayton

FROM PAGE 5

In the 2014 farm bill, the federal government has ear-
marked $25 million annually to position biomass for
growth in disadvantaged regions of the country.  Just
recently the federal government confirmed its support
for biomass energy with the following statement from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture:  “The potential to
achieve transformational progress on biomass energy
in rural America and generate tremendous economic
opportunities is very promising.  Investing in agricul-
tural and forestry producers who cultivate energy bio-
mass and supporting next-generation biofuels facilities
make America more energy independent, help combat
climate change and create jobs in rural America.”  

By creating a market and producing the energy here
and now, Kentuckians will be able to avoid having to
buy energy from other states. New federally imposed
rules will likely force Kentucky businesses and ratepay-
ers to buy clean energy from other states if we cannot
produce any here in the commonwealth.  Renewable
standards or goals are now in place in more than 40
U.S. states and territories.  Over the long term, the

price of biomass power is much more certain and less
risky compared to other sources of electricity and will
be cheaper than other base load alternatives.  

Diversifying Kentucky’s energy sources to include a
vibrant biomass industry can have immediate impact.
We have a chance to move forward now with a biomass
power plant sited for Hazard, where unemployment
sits at a painful 12.9 percent. Opponents of the plant
and activists from out-of-state are behind an effort to
stymie this project in court even though it has already
been approved by the Kentucky Public Service Com-
mission. 

To learn more about biomass energy, visit http://en-
ergy.ky.gov.  It is time to get Kentuckians back to work
with steady jobs that meet the new demands of a grow-
ing, nationally-diversified energy market.  In doing so,
we can stimulate a sluggish economy with one of Ken-
tucky’s leading natural resources – our forests.   

Kentucky’s hardwood can grow energy jobs
FROM PAGE 4

There are other questions, of course, and hopefully
test plots at our universities will help answer some of
those questions.

One question that will be answered is how the crop
will grow during a late planting season. The seed fi-
nally arrived in Frankfort on May 23 after being held
up for  weeks by the federal government. Obviously
federal officials don’t understand production win-
dows...or maybe they do.

As for my law enforcement friend, I don’t think he
has to worry about industrial hemp proponents cir-
cling their wagons to support legalizing marijuana.
Most farmers I know have enough trouble as it is find-
ing good help. They don’t want any potheads in the
fields or in the milk barns lowering production levels. 

Besides, legalizing marijuana would bring the profit
margin down, or at least that is what I’m telling my
cop buddy, just so I can get him riled up one more
time. 

SHARON BURTON is the Editor of The Farmer’s Pride. 



senting approximately 7 percent of the total timber vol-

ume. However, certain regions of the state, such as

northern Kentucky and south central Kentucky, have

significant amounts of ash.

“The loss of the trees is affecting Kentucky’s wood-

lands, our forest industry and homeowners and cities

that have widely planted ash,” said Jeff Stringer, UK ex-

tension professor of silviculture.

Until this year, the Kentucky Office of the State Ento-

mologist hung purple traps to monitor the spread of the

small, dark-green metallic beetle that feeds on all ash

tree species. Though the traps have been one of the

best tools for monitoring the spread of the insect, they

have only been marginally effective, said Joe Collins,

UK senior nursery inspector.

“We will continue to partner with the USDA to re-

lease biological control wasps in Kentucky,” Collins

said.

To date, three species of stingless wasps have been

released at 12 sites in the state. Extremely small, the

wasps are not capable of stinging humans, but are very

good at tracking down emerald ash borer larvae under

tree bark. Homing in on the vibrations the larvae make

when chewing, the wasps can insert their stingers

through the bark and, depending on the wasp species,

lay an egg either on or inside the larvae. When the

eggs hatch, the wasp larvae consume the ash borer lar-

vae.

Homeowners and woodland owners living in or

within 15 miles of the 31 formerly quarantined counties

who wish to protect their ash trees should start or con-

tinue to apply protective treatments.

“At this point, it is not clear how long landscape ash

trees must be protected as the wave of EAB infestation

passes through, but seven to 10 years is a reasonable

estimate,” Townsend said.

He does advise homeowners, however, to save their

money and not begin preventive treatments until an ac-

tive infestation is found nearby. The state urges anyone

who suspects an infestation—the EAB leaves D-shaped

exit holes in the bark—to contact the Office of the State

Entomologist, 859-257-5838, or their local Cooperative

Extension office for confirmation.

More information about the emerald ash borer in

Kentucky and a list of affected counties, are available at

http://pest.ca.uky.edu/EXT/EAB/welcomeeab.html.

Visit the USDA hungry pests website,

http://www.hungrypests.com/the-spread/ to find out

more about invasive pests.

By Carol Lea Spence

University of Kentucky
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Five years in, fight continues against emerald ash borer
‘With the new emerald ash borer

quarantine rules, firewood can be moved

from one place to another within

Kentucky,’

Larry Lowe
Kentucky Division of Forestry

LEXINGTON  – The fight continues, but the invader

has the upper hand. Kentucky’s ash trees, important

as timber producers and landscape trees, have faced

the onslaught of the emerald ash borer, an invasive in-

sect pest from Asia, since 2009.

Since then, a county-level quarantine has been in ef-

fect to slow the borer’s spread through human activ-

ity. The original quarantine included 20 counties, all

within the Lexington-Louisville-Cincinnati triangle.

Based on new detections of the insects on survey

traps, at least one new county was added to the quar-

antine each year, including some in eastern Kentucky.

The quarantine issued by the Kentucky Office of the

State Entomologist in conjunction with the Kentucky

Department of Agriculture and the University of Ken-

tucky Department of Entomology forbade the trans-

portation of all hardwood species of firewood, ash

trees, lumber, nursery stock or other material from

the quarantined counties without a certificate or lim-

ited permit.

Unfortunately, the emerald ash borer spreads natu-

rally by flying. Despite local quarantines, expansion of

its range continues. In response, the entire state was

placed under quarantine in April. The decision is de-

signed to regulate the interstate movement of ash

nursery stock, green lumber, waste, compost, chips

and firewood and effectively lifts the county quaran-

tines.

“While it is quite likely that the insect is present out-

side the original quarantined counties, our entire state

is not infested at this time. At this point, emerald ash

borer activity is still very localized in some areas,”

said Lee Townsend, extension entomology professor

in the UK College of Agriculture, Food and Environ-

ment.

At present 21 states and two Canadian provinces—

Quebec and Ontario—have known emerald ash borer

infestations.

The quarantine of the entire state means that ash

materials may move from Kentucky to surrounding

states that are also wholly quarantined for the emer-

ald ash borer, including Missouri, Ohio, Virginia and

West Virginia. Special permits are required to move

articles into Illinois and Indiana, however.

Though the movement is no longer forbidden

within Kentucky’s borders, the state entomologist’s

office and the Kentucky Division of Forestry strongly

urge Kentuckians not to transport firewood outside of

the local area. Transporting firewood has been

proven to spread invasive insects.

“With the new emerald ash borer quarantine rules,

firewood can be moved from one place to another

within Kentucky,” said Larry Lowe of the Kentucky

Division of Forestry. “However, it is important to real-

ize that there are other pests that can also be moved

in firewood, and the use of local firewood can help re-

duce risk of infestation of insects other than the emer-

ald ash borer.”

Ash trees, with their light but exceptionally strong

wood, are an important component of Kentucky’s for-

est industries. Ash occurs throughout the state, repre-

Call Diana to get your business or classified in the
next issue of The Farmer’s Pride!

800-489-9454
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No matter how many years I went to

school or how many tests I took, nothing

was more disappointing or discouraging

than to be reminded that my answers did

not agree with the teacher’s questions.

Whenever there was a disagreement, I had

to defer to the teacher’s wisdom, knowl-

edge and learning.

And when David asked God for the an-

swer to “Life’s Ultimate Question” God re-

sponded by giving him a simple,

straightforward, easy-to-understand an-

swer: “The one whose walk is blameless,

who does what is righteous, who speaks

the truth from their heart.” God’s words to

David address our walk, our work and our

talk – which covers every aspect of our

lives. 

To walk blamelessly requires us to live

and walk in God’s path by being obedient

to God’s rules and regulations. His Word is

not open to our interpretation nor do we

have the right to pick and choose what we

will or will not do. If He said it, we are to

obey it and do it!

To do what is righteous requires that we

are to behave – to live our lives – in ways

that are consistent with the character of

God. Our God is a loving God, a holy God

and a saving and serving God. Righteous-

ness goes far beyond piety because one

can be pious and not do God’s work in His

world.

To speak the truth from our hearts

means that our walk and our talk are con-

sistent and conform to God’s Word and

come from the very center of our being.

We are to obey
and do God’s

Word

Recipes courtesy of 

Salsa:
1 (15.25-ounce) can  sliced peaches, drained and chopped
1 (4.25-ounce) can  green chilies chopped, drained 
1/4 cup finely chopped red onion
1 tablespoon fresh chopped parsley
1 tablespoon fresh-squeezed lime juice
1/4 teaspoon Tabasco pepper sauce

Tacos:
8 corn, flour or whole wheat tortillas, slightly warmed
1 (5-ounce) can Hormel Premium chicken breast, drained
and flaked
Finely shredded green cabbage, optional
Shredded low-fat Monterey Jack cheese, optional
Lime wedges, optional

To prepare salsa, in medium bowl combine chopped

peaches, green chilies, red onion, parsley, lime juice and

Tabasco sauce. Cover and refrigerate until ready to serve.

To prepare tacos, fill tortillas with flaked chicken; top

with peach salsa. Serve with shredded cabbage and cheese

if desired. Garnish with lime wedges if desired. 

Chicken Tacos with Peach Salsa

Mexican Fiesta Dip

2 can black beans, drained and rinsed
1 can  diced tomatoes no salt added
2 cans sweet whole kernel corn no salt added, drained
1 can  green chilies chopped, drained
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1/4 cup red wine vinegar

1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper sauce
1 large ripe avocado, peeled, pitted and diced
2 tablespoons fresh chopped cilantro
Baked tortilla chips 

In large bowl combine black beans, diced tomatoes with liquid, corn, green chilies, olive oil, vinegar, salt and

Tabasco. Cover and refrigerate 3-4 hours, stirring occasionally.

To serve, stir in avocado and cilantro to mix well. Serve with tortilla chips. 



desirable by managing manure and runoff. They keep cat-
tle dry during wet, cold weather. Since newborn calves
are the most vulnerable to cold weather, calving barns
that have facilities and equipment for “pulling” calves and
are cleanly bedded may also be helpful for spring calving
herds.
“We don’t normally need a lot of housing for beef cattle,

but things haven’t been normal lately,” Burris said. “This
past winter tested our resolve, but it may have also
pointed out some of the weaknesses in our programs. We
want to keep cattle comfortable and healthy anyway, but
increased cattle value gives us even more incentive to do
just that. We can learn from the past, as we enjoy new
grass and sunshine.”

By Aimee Nielson

University of Kentucky
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Excellence in Ag Literacy Award nominations sought

‘Since cows and calves represent a

substantial financial outlay and for

humane reasons, we need to re-

evaluate some of our practices and

consider some changes.’

Roy Burris
Food and Environment Beef Specialist

University of Kentucky College of Agriculture

LOUISVILLE – Kentucky Farm Bureau is searching
across the state for 2014 Excellence in Ag Literacy
Award nominees. The award, presented annually by
KFB during its annual meeting, was established to rec-
ognize and reward teachers who excel in their efforts
to incorporate agricultural concepts throughout their
core academic studies.
“The real-life application of agriculture in the class-

room can significantly aid teachers as they seek ways
to engage and maintain student interest in core subject
matter,” said Scott Christmas, KFB’s director of women
and agricultural education. “We want to honor teachers
who do this well and do this often.”
All certified pre-kindergarten through 12th-grade

teachers who are engaged in integrating agricultural
concepts into non-agricultural curriculum are eligible.
Self-nominations, as well as nominations from school
faculty, community leaders or parents, are encouraged.
Nomination forms with guidelines and evaluation cri-

teria for the Excellence in Ag Literacy Award can be
downloaded at kyfb.com/federation. All applications
must be received at the KFB state office by Friday, Oct.
24.
The winner of the award will be announced on Fri-

day, Dec. 5, during the KFB annual meeting at the Galt
House in Louisville. In addition to statewide recogni-
tion, the winning teacher will also receive $500 and an
all-expense-paid trip to the National Ag in the Class-
room Conference in Louisville, June 16-20, 2015, where
he or she will represent Kentucky in the national com-
petition.
“It is a priority at Kentucky Farm Bureau to honor

teachers who take student learning to higher levels
through the use of ag in the classroom,” concluded
Christmas. “We know those experiences will help build
a society which understands, values and supports the
country’s agricultural industry and its efforts to feed
the world.”

PRINCETON, Ky. – Kentucky cattle producers are fi-
nally getting some relief from the especially long, cold
and wet winter.
“Shakespeare must have been thinking about caring

for beef cattle this past winter when he coined those
words about a ‘winter of discontent,’” said Roy Burris,
University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and
Environment beef specialist. “When spring arrived, we
couldn’t help but feel some relief just to get past the
tough winter weather. Spring calving cows and their new-
born calves especially felt the wrath of ice storms, snow,
cold and mud.”
But does the arrival of spring really put producers

“over the hump?” Burris said, perhaps, but producers do
have some pressing concerns.
Most cows need to improve body condition, so they will

be able to sustain a pregnancy, and producers want to get
cows bred in the next few weeks. Since feed was in short
supply, most producers likely turned their herds out to
grass as soon as it appeared, but lush, watery grass will
not sustain milk production and weight gain.
“Producers need to continue to provide energy supple-

mentation a little longer,” Burris said. “The goal is to have
cows at a condition score of near 5 (ribs covered) at the
start of the breeding season. If cows are not pregnant be-
fore extreme heat sets in (late June or early July), preg-
nancy rates will likely be very low.”
Burris recommended that producers continue to feed a

high magnesium supplement until the soil temperature
warms up.
“Don’t skip magnesium supplementation – regardless

of what you read,” he warned. “Research conducted at
the UK Research and Education Center in Princeton
showed that 1.5 ounces of magnesium (22 grams) would
prevent grass tetany in high risk situations. When it was
left out of the mineral mix, grass tetany would appear as
predicted. A mineral supplement with about 14 percent
magnesium should be adequate with normal consump-

tion.”
Producers should look at reseeding pasture areas that

were trampled to the point of killing the grass. Weeds like
pigweed (spiny amaranth) will encroach on high traffic
areas.
Burris said the short term is not the only thing to con-

sider.
“There are some long-term considerations, too,” he

said. “Was this last winter an aberration, or a harbinger of
things to come? Since cows and calves represent a sub-
stantial financial outlay and for humane reasons, we need
to re-evaluate some of our practices and consider some
changes.”
Producers could shift their calving season to the fall,

when weather isn’t a problem to calf survival. Pregnancy
rates and calf survival are generally higher in fall than in
the spring. Even though feed costs are traditionally
higher in the fall, it’s still a viable option.
Producers who decide to stick with spring calving

should make every effort to be successful, and that could
mean it may be time to consider more shelter or protec-
tion for cows and calves.
Windbreaks, natural or man-made, can be important

since wind chill increases the energy requirement of cat-
tle. Cattle depend upon their hair coats to keep heat in
and cold out. When hair gets wet and flattens, it lets mois-
ture get close to the skin. If cattle are wet, or the wind
blows enough to separate the hair, they are more suscep-
tible to cold. Thin, hungry cattle are even more vulnera-
ble.
“We must, at the very least, increase feed, especially en-

ergy supplementation, during periods of severely cold
weather,” Burris said. “Winter cattle care is probably the
last thing many producers want to focus on right now, but
we’ll be right back in that season before you know it, and
this is a good time to get ready.”
Barns and feeding areas that protect cattle from severe

weather and mud can be beneficial and environmentally

Lessons learned from a winter of discontent


